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Convention Stars

l'r is not too early to look forward to our
annual convention and plan your vaca-
tion accordingly. The 1927 Convention
will begin on Saturday evening, August 27,
with the customary reception and close on
Wednesday evening, August 31, with the
usual banquet. Those dates are easy to
remember—the last five days of August.

This has been, and will continue to be,
a great year for visitors to the American
Theosophical Society. Dr. Besant is linger-
ing with us quite beyond what we had
dared to hope. General Secretary Gardner,
of England, is now well along on his too
brief American lecture tour. Dr. and Mrs.
Arundale will arrive just before the Con-
vention opens.

Dr. Arundale is one of the most im-
pressive characters before the theosophical
world, but in this country he is known only
by the very few books that he has written.
His commentary volume on At The Feet
of The Master proved to be most helpful
to students but it is his latest book, Nir-
vana, that gives him his correct classifica-
tion among theosophical authors. In that

he comes forward as an authority on inner

plane investigations, and with no less a

sponsor than Bishop Leadbeater, whose
many works on superphysical life and evo-
lution are without parallel in modern litera-
ture. Dr. Arundale it was who wrote down
a Master’s views on community life, re-
ferred to in these columns in the February
number, and other occult work, duly veri-
fied by older investigators, also goes to his
credit.

Most of our American delegates to the
Adyar Jubilee Convention heard Dr. Arun-
dale there for the first time. At the close
of his first lecture they crowded about me
enthusiastically urging that he be engaged
for an American visit as soon as possible.
I left Adyar with his promise to come.

Dr. Arundale’s great success as a lecturer
is not due merely to his deep occult lore,
and to the fact that he speaks from personal
knowledge, but also because of the abun-
dant fund of humor that lights up his dis-
courses, his happy and incisive style of
“putting it across,” and that indefinable
magnetism which gives a special charm to
some lecturers. In every way he is admir-
ably qualified to follow Dr. Besant as our
next Convention star, and is one of two or
three persons now living in the world who
could do it with satisfactory force and
originality.

New Race Announcement

THE extremely interesting announcement
by Doctor Besant, in January, that she
would establish a center of the new civiliza-
tion in the Ojai valley could not appear in
THE MESSENGER for February but the news
that it had been made was wired to THE
MESSENGER. [Elsewhere in this issue will
be found the full text of the document.

Striking points in the announcement are
that this is the second cradle of the coming
civilization (the first being in Holland);
that the members of the Order of the Star,
not merely in the United States but the
world over, are expected to support the new
center; that probably a few representative
settlers will come from abroad; that Doctor
Besant herself will spend about three
months each year at the new center; and
that a co-operative fruit and farming en-
terprise will be undertaken.

It should -be observed by all who may

think of some time going. to the Ojai that
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seats and with a rental of $1,000 per night!
They did excellent advertising, made the
price of admission fifty cents and one
dollar, got an audience of over three
thousand and actually almost balanced the
expenses with the receipts. It is doubtful
if it could be done in any city but Los
Angeles, or with any less energy and saga-
city than Olcott Lodge used. That infant
Lodge is to be heartily congratulated upon
the most successful bit of large-scale
theosophical propaganda ever attempted in
this country.

Caution Necessary

A COMPLAINT comes from Australia about
the unfortunate case of an American
F.T.S., who arrived in Sydney with a letter
of introduction from a prominent member
of the American Theosophical Society.
The gist of a long story is that the new
arrival stated that he had come to study

under Bishop Leadbeater and expected to:

be put up at the Manor! Nobody had
asked him to come or knew anything about
him; but because he had the letter of .in-
troduction he got himself lodged in the
home of a Theosophist living near the
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Manor. When, after several weeks, he was
finally asked to pay arrearages, he said he
had no money! The upshot of the matter
was, that money had to be raised by The-
osophists to send him back to the United
States.

It seems almost incredible that any
human being would be so foolish as to go
uninvited to Sydney, or any other place,
with the expectation of being accepted as
a pupil by anybody, and with only money
enough to take him there. But there are
such people in the Society; and since there
is nothing on the surface to indicate such
inner foolishness, it is well not to give
letters of introduction lightly, as we Ameri-
cans are rather accustomed to do. In this
country we regard a letter of introduction
pretty much as we do a verbal one—not
much more than the information that the
bearer is an acquaintance whose name is
Smith; but in some countries abroad a
letter of introduction means a vouching for
the good character of the one who bears
it. In view of that wide difference of view-
point we should be very cautious about
letters of introduction which go abroad.

L. W. R.

The New Civilization

By Ax~m Besant, D. L., P. T. S.

American anthropologists tell us that a new
human type—“perhaps a sub-race” says the
greatest of them, Dr. Hrdlika—is appearing in
the United States, most numerously in California,
and common observation here confirms the fact.
History tells us that with each such new depar-
ture, a new civilization begins, founded on the
teachings of a great Prophet or superhuman Man.
At such a point we stand today. Shall we copy
the people of the past, and blindly ignore the
law of evolution, or shall we cooperate with it,
with open eyes, by creating the conditions in
which can be sown the seeds of the new civiliza-
tion, sowing them gradually and with thoughtful
care, and planting the new order.

To serve as model for the mighty world,

And be the fair beginning of a time?

One of the beauty spots of the world is the
Ojai Valley in California. Mountains ring it
round; it has remained secluded till recent times,
and is still but sparsely inhabited. In winter
snow lies on the high mountain-tops, but does not
touch the valley. The climate is superb; orange-

trees laden with golden fruit grow in part of
it, apricots and other fruit-trees in other parts.
The sun shines out from a sky of deepest blue,
and as it sets behind the mountain peaks, it
paints the mountain sides in various purples and
violets, and, when clouds float in the clear air,
and stream across the blue, it paints them in
deepest crimson and glowing orange, and through
the gaps we see lakes and rivulets of greenish
blue, a panorama of gorgeous splendor that I have
only seen rivalled in Egypt, or, in the rainy
season, in India.

The valley itself has stretches of flat land
broken by curving mounds and hillocks of con-
siderable height, with the great mountains, barren
and rugged, holding within their protecting arms
the smiling vale from end to end. Such is the
setting for the cradle of the new civilization in
America. It has already another cradle in the
Old World, in Holland, where one of the pioneers
of the new order gave his fine Castle of Eerde
with its five thousand acres of land, and where a
band of devoted workers is established, and is
creating the conditions for the growth of the new
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civilization. The second cradle is here, in the
midst of the growing numbers of the new sub-
race. Already the Brothers’ Association owns a
small tract of land, on which Krishnaji lives—in
preparation for this—with a little group of close
personal disciples, devoted to him, and this suffices
for all his simple needs; this was originally about
five acres and has been increased by a gift from an
English friend to about thirteen, in order to
insure a quiet home for himself and those who
work most closely with him, and regard him as
their Head and as the vehicle of the World
Teacher. The land chosen for the new cradle
is distant from his house about a mile as the
crow flies, but. about two miles by a rough road
practicable for a car, in fine weather, and about
five miles by a good but necessary curving road
over the ridge.

The centre which is being formed here is to
develop into the new civilization for the Americas
and the Teacher will spend here some three
months in every year. Those in America who
seek His personal teaching can come here for
short periods during those three months; the
special discourses will be taken down and printed,
as were those given at Eerde Castle last year,
and will probably be given immediately before
the Star week in the camp, which will be held
on this estate. The whole Order of the Star the
world over believes in the coming of the World
Teacher, who will found the new civilization, and
accepts Krishnaji as His vehicle. It will there-
fore necessarily support this undertaking and will
probably send hither a few representative settlers
from abroad. The Centre of the Order of the
Star for North, Central and South America in-
cluding of course Canada, will hereafter be in
Ojai and its magazine, The Server, is already
printed by the Ojai Publishing Company, and it
will shortly be increased in size.

Settlers need not belong to any special organi-
zation but they must accept the following ideals
‘which will be the bond of union between all the
residents, to whatever faith they may respectively
belong. Such an ethical and profoundly religious
‘bond 1s imperatively necessary for success.

We desire to form on this land a centre which
shall gradually grow into a miniature model of
the new civilization, in which bodies, emotions
and minds shall be trained and disciplined in
daily life into health, poise and high intelligence,
fit dwellings for the divine life, developing the
spirit of Brotherhood practically in everyday ar-
rangements and methods of living.

For the launching of such a centre as is pro-
posed, it is obvious that very large sums of money
are needed. For this reason, because there are
many all over the world who know and trust me,
T have been asked to take the responsibility of
leading this movement and of guiding its policy
through its initial stages until it is firmly estab-
lished. I have accepted the task, because I know
that behind it are the Masters whom I have
served for thirty-eight years, under whose direction
I started in 1895 in Benares the centre which is
now the Headquarters of the Indian Section of
the Theosophical Society and in 1898 the educa~
tional institution which is now the Hindu Univer-
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sity—a splendid centre of knowledge, where
HR.H. the Prince of Wales accepted its first
doctorate, the second being given to myself for
my “unique services to education.” Both of these
enterprises began with a command from my
Master, a handful of devoted men and no funds.
Both are now stable and progressing. I only
mention these as proofs that my trust in Those
I serve is based on long experience. I am “risk-
ing” on this new venture a reputation based
on nearly fifty-three years of public work and all
my financial future, when I might, without dis-
credit, at nearly eighty years of age, have had
what the world would, call an easy and pleasant
life. And I do it joyfully. For this purpose I
propose to spend in California (with some visits
to cities outside the State) about three months
each year until the centre is secure, not only
to help in its outer establishment but also to help
qualified students, as I have been doing ever
since HPB. passed away, to tread the path
that leads to discipleship, that has led many to
the personal knowledge of the Great Ones I serve.
Let me add here that the conditions of that teach-
ing include active membership in the Theo-
sophical Society in the country to which the
applicant belongs, but that the taking of any
money for it is strictly forbidden. Until now, 1
have been unable to pay such visits to the United
States, though I have many ‘students here guided
by written instructions, but if this centre is es-
tablished I shall pay annual visits.

Let me sketch the ideals which should be those
of this centre for the new race, to be realized
in time. Our first efforts may be clumsy and
feeble, but none should be discouraged by this
inevitable fact. “Hitch your wagon to a Star,”
said Emerson, and we shall follow his advise,
however far off the star may be; it will ever
shine over us, inspiring and guiding us. We are
“Gods in exile”, and we are striving to return to

Jour native land. So our centre must have high
‘ideals, and thus tread the homeward path.

We are candidates for perfection, and we must
begin to aim at it. There is no failure save the
abandonment of effort, and that can be resisted
by every one of us. “Be ye therefore perfect,”
was the command of the Christ, and He did not
command the impossible.

Let me then sketch what are to be the ideals
of our community. .

The bodies of the members should be developed
into beauty by healthful exercises, games, sports
of a non-brutalizing character, by purity and
simplicity of daily life, by living the open-air
natural life rendered possible by the climate, by
the influence of the exquisite beauty of nature
surrounding them, and by beauty in their homes,
and refinement in dress, speech, and manners.
A perfect body must be aimed at and gradually
developed. By such means ancient Greece de-
veloped men and women whose type of beauty
still remains a model.

Their emotions must be developed by friendly
brotherly living, by firm éxclusion of all suspicion,
distrust, imputation of evil motives, and absti-
nence from harsh judgments; all emotions that
spring from love must be strengthened; all those
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The Folly of Suicide

By Freperick M. GRreeN

A note of warning should be sounded against
the prevailing fashion of committing suicide when
any little thing goes wrong.

From time to time in the past occultists have
spoken of the folly of suicide. At the present
time there is a special need of broadcasting this
knowledge.

“In all cases suicide is an act of folly,
the putting oneself at a greater disad-
vantage rather than the getting away
from difficulty and suffering. Nothing is
escaped thereby.”—Annie Besant.

“The astral shells of suicides and ex-
ecuted criminals are the most coherent,
longest lived, and nearest to us of all the
shades of hades.”—William Q. Judge.

“In the case of the suicide, a great
deal of the grossest kind of astral matter
still clings around the personality, which
is consequently held in the seventh or
lowest subdivision of the plane.- This
is anything but a pleasant abiding
place.”—C. W. Leadbeater.

“They have to remain within the
earth’s attraction and in its atmosphere,
Kama Loka, till the very last moment
of what would have been the natural
duration of their lives. . . . To the
day when they would have died a nat-
ural death, they are separated from their
higher principles by a gulf.”—The Mas-
ter K. H.

“, . . the greatest of all living crimes
—SUICIDE.”—The Master Serapis.

In Talks to a Class, Dr. Annie Besant, speaks of
after-death experiences of suicides as follows:

“Suicide is from either weakness of cowardice.
It is the deliberate or the hurried action of the
man who is trying to get out of a trouble and
escape from it. )

Yet he cannot escape from it. When he has
struck away his body, he is wide awake on the
other side of death, exactly the same man he was
a moment before, except that his body is thrown
off; no more changed than if he had merely taken
off his coat. The result of his losing the physical
body is that his capacity for suffering is very
much increased. He is subject to the same forces
as those which may have driven him to suicide.
There is, however, one peculiarity in relation to
it—that he generally goes through in “imagina-
tion,” as we call it (which is the most real thing
of all), all that led up to the point when he killed
himself, and that is repeated over and over again.

A great deal of the suffering depends upon that.
The thing which drove him to suicide was mental
or emotional, as the case may be. He has not
got rid either of his mind or his emotions. All
the part of him that drove him to suicide is there;
it was not a mere bodily action. The result of
that is that he has still in him everything which
made him commit the act; the consequence of

this is that he keeps on committing it, going
through the whole of the trouble that drove him
up to that final act. Of course, that is suffering
of an exceedingly acute kind. Hence the horror
with which suicide has been regarded by all peo-
ple who understand it; also the reason why almost
all religions have forbidden it.

The folly in suicide is that people erroneously
expect to escape life, and then they find them-
selves still alive. That is the futility of the whole
thing. It is so silly. It is important now and
then to lay a little stress on this in speaking to
ordinary people in a lecture: to emphasize the
folly of it more than the wrong of it. It is more
likely to be effective, for sometimes the wrong
is comparatively small, but the folly is always
great. Suicide depends chiefly upon ignorance:
lIet people be convinced that they cannot escape,
that the results of action are inevitable, and that
will work upon their minds when there is a sud-
den impulse to suicide from the desire to escape.
They cannot escape; and if to that you add the
fact that they suffer there more than here be-
cause they are working in subtler matter, in which
the impact of feeling is stronger in its effect upon
consciousness (because less of it is wasted in
moving that matter, the matter being very much
lighter), you may in that way produce a very
considerable effect upon their minds.”

In Life After Death, Dr. Besant comments as
follows:

“Those who go into the other world by sudden
death—by suicide, by accident—are the people
who need most, on the other side, the care of
those who help; and the great intelligences, whom
you speak of as angels, have, as part of their
work, the helping and the comforting of those
who, flung suddenly out of the one life into an-
other, find themselves as strangers on the other
side of death. It is because of the shock of such
sudden departure that you find in the Litany of
the Church of England the prayer to be saved
from sudden death. I have often heard people
nowadays say that they cannot use that prayer
with any reality of feeling, that they think it
would be better to pass out suddenly and have no
warning of the approach of the death hour. Not
so is the opinion of all those who know the con-
ditions on the other side. Far better the illness,
in which the clinging to life is gradually loosened,
than the sudden shock of the flinging of the in-
telligence out of the body into that other world
with all the suddenness which stuns and bewilders,
and the marvel that sometimes terrifies the unpre-
pared newcomer to that world. Sudden death is
a thing not desirable from the standpoint of all
who know, and that old Christian prayer is based
on occult knowledge.

I have often been asked what is the fate of the
suicide. There is no answer you can give to that,
because the fate depends on the life that has
gone before, and not simply on the sudden act
that has closed that life on earth. Nothing is
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escaped thereby. . But in every case where the
body is struck away, be it by self-inflicted death
or accident, the man is not dead in the ordinary
sense of the term—I mean as he would be if he
had lived out his eycle of years upon earth. He
has to live that out on the other side. Only, the
conditions are less favorable there than here. It
is the life on earth without a physical body, tied,
as it were, to earth, and unable to leave it until
the hour. comes for which the body was builded,
the natural time of death. Hence in all cases
suicide is an act of folly, the putting oneself at a
greater disadvantage rather than the getting away
from difficulty and suffering, and the only cases
in which there is merely a peaceful sleep upon
the other side in the case of suicide is where the
mind has really been unhinged by pain, and no
moral responsibility can attach itself to the rash
act; that ends the life.”

C. W. Leadbeater in his well-known book, The
Astral Plane, speaks thus of the suicide and the
victim of sudden death:

“Tt will be readily understood that a man who
is torn from physical life hurridly while in full
health and strength, whether by accident or sui-
cide, finds himself upon the astral plane under
conditions differing considerably from those which
surround one who dies either from old age or
from disease. In the latter case the hold of earthly
desires upon the entity is sure to be more or less
weakened, and probably the very grossest par-
ticles are already got rid of, so that the man will
most likely find himself on the sixth or fifth sub-
division of the astral world, or perhaps even
higher; the principles have been gradually pre-
pared for separation, and the shock is therefore
not so great.

In the case of the accidental death or suicide
none of these preparations have taken place, and
the withdrawal of the principles from their physi-
cal encasement has been very aptly compared to
the tearing of the stone out of an unripe fruit;
a great deal of the grossest kind of astral matter
still clings around the personality, which is con-
sequently held in the seventh or lowest subdi-
vision of the plane. This has already been de-
scribed as anything but a pleasant abiding-place,
yet it is by no means the same for all those who
are compelled for a time to inhabit it. Those
victims of sudden death whose earth-lives have
been pure and noble have no affinity for this
plane, and so the time of their sojourn upon it

Js passed to quote from an early letter on this
subject, either in “happy ignorance and full obliv-
ion, or in a state of quiet slumber, a sleep full of
rosy dreams.”

On the other hand, if men’s earth-lives have
been low and brutal, selfish and sensual, they
will, like the suicides, be conscious to the fullest
extent in this undesirable region; and they are
liable to develop into terribly evil entities.”

Something of the horrors of this region are
hinted at by the ghost in Hamlet.

“Ghost. I am thy father’s spirit,

Doom’d for a certain term to walk the

night,

And for the day confin’d to fast in fires,

Till the foul crimes done in my days of
nature

Are burnt. and purg’d away. But that I
am forbid

To tell the secrets of my prison-house,

I could a tale unfold whose lightest word

~ Would harrow up thy soul, freeze thy

young blood,

Make thy two eyes, like stars, start from
their spheres,

Thy knotty and combined locks to part

And each particular hair to stand on end,

Like quills upon the fretful porcupine.

But this eternal blazon must not be

To ears of flesh and blood. List, Hamlet,
0, list!

If thou didst ever thy dear father love—"

In The Early Teachings of the Masters, by C.
Jinarajadasa a letter from the Master K. H.
contains the following comments on after-death
conditions of those who have committed suicide:

“They are an exception to the rule, as they
have to remain within the earth’s attraction and
in its atmosphere, Kama Loka, till the very last
moment of what would have been the natural
duration of their lives. . .. Hence one of such
égos, for instance, who was destined to live, say
eighty or ninety years, but who killed himself
let us suppose at the age of twenty, would have
to pass in the Kama Loka not “a few years” but
in his case sixty or seventy years as an elemen-
tary, or rather as an ‘earth walker.’ . . . Although
not wholly dissevered from their sixth and seventh
principles and quite potent in the séance room,
nevertheless to the day when they would have
died a natural death, they are separated from
the higher principles by a gulf.”

Deaths

The wise grieve neither for the living nor for the dead.

Nor at any time verily was I not, nor thou, nor these
princes of men, nor verily shall we ever cease to
be, hereafter. —The Bhagavad-Gita.

James R. Bagby, Gulfport Lodge.

Robert H. Boyd, Bismark Lodge.

Harry C. Braden, National Member.
John J. Hartley, Des Moines.

Lauri Hilden, Sampo.

Mrs. Anna Meigs, Crescent Bay.

Mrs. Katherine Moore, Pacific Grove.
Mrs. Florence B. Parkill, Crescent Bay.
‘Wm. E. Strickland, Genesee Lodge.

Mrs. Emily Warrington, National Member.
Miss Marie A. Walsh, Golden Gate Lodge.

their ballots, no further el

Form of Bequest
I give, devise, and bequeath to The American
Theosophical Society, a corporation, with its
principal place of business in the City of Chi-

cago, State of Illinois, the sum of..............
dollars (8....ccvvveveevannnn. ) (or the following
described property): ....cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienen

If 109 of the members act promptly in sending in
ti will be Y.
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News Items

The name of “The New York, Pennsylvania
and Ohio Theosophical Federation” has been
changed to “The Lake Erie Federation of the
Theosophical Society.”

Mr. F. Diaz Falp has been elected General Sec-
retary of the Theosophical Society in Uruguay
to fill the vacancy caused by Mrs. A. M. Gow-
land’s departure for South Africa.

Some years ago when Mr. C. D. Evans, F. T. S;
of Milwaukee was living in Texas, a box of books
was sent him from Krotona, Hollywood to as-
sist in starting a new Lodge. The Lodge did not
materialize, and he now reports that he has do-
nate]cii the books to the new Polish Lodge of Mil-
waukee.

Mr. Gardner’s lecture “The Coming of the
Fairies” aroused considerable interest among;,
the Press in New York City. Captain E. M.
Sellon, President of the Metropolitan District
Federation, had arranged a meeting with the
reporters upon Mr. Gardner’s arrival and the re-
sult was a nice write-up in the New York Herald-
Tribune on January 30, and another account in
the New York Evening Post on February 3, in
which pictures of the fairies as well as Mr. Gard-
ner were given. .

A Texas Member writes:

“My two children (18 and 19 years old) lately
joined the T. S. They are the third generation,
my father being an early member. As babies Mr.
Jinarajadasa held them in his arms; they calledt
Bishop Cooper ‘Mr. Koko’ which amused him.
Mr. Leadbeater has their infant pictures. I hope.
they will measure up. They had no flesh food of

any kind until after they were seven years of age.

I think they show some characteristics of the new’

sub-race. They were very quiet and obedient
children. They have joined the Society quite
voluntarily.”

We need 109, of the membership to act promptly.
Send in the nominating and voting ballots today.

Krotona Drama

Inquiries have been received with regard to
the continuance of the Krotona Drama. In view
of the widely. circulated and properly authorized
Associated Press story announcing the close mystic
union which now exists between the World
Teacher and His chosen vehicle, the natural reply
to these inquiries is, the Krotona Drama has done
its work; its mission is finished; for, the event
it was intended to herald is now taking place.

Thanking those who have done so much to make
it the beautiful success it was, I suggest that we
now look to other useful activities.

A. P. WarrINGTON

Mr. G. Jelisava Vavra, General Secretary of
the Theosophical Society in Yugo-Slavia, sends
greetings and best wishes for the new year on
behalf of all Yugo-Slav friends and members who
are helping to spread Theosophy in America.

Mr. Henry C. Samuels, President of the Associ-
ation of Hebrew Theosophists, wishes to remind
the Jewish F. T. 8. that the A. H. T. is the finest
gift the Jew has received from the Guardians of
humanity and asks for support for it from all the
Jewish F. T. S.

The Metropolitan District Federation of New
York are putting on a series of five Sunday
lectures at the Princess Theatre. Mr. Alwyn J
Baker gave the first lecture on January 30 on
“Reincarnation” to a full house. He was followed
by Mr. Edward L. Gardner, Mr. Claude Bragdon,
and Mr. Hugh Monroe. At this writing, a full
report. on the attendance is not available but we

" trust the record attendance at the opening was

maintained throughout the course.

The Fellowship of Faiths of the League of
Neighbors had a meeting at the Central Church,
Boston, on January 24. The question “What are
the Fundamentals of my Faith?” was answered
by a representative of each of the following re-
ligions: . Baha’i Buddhist, Christian, (Catholic)
Christian, (Protestant) Confucian, Hindu, Islam
(Mohammedan) Jew, New Thought, Theosophist.

Our readers will be pleased to know that Miss
Isabel Holbrook was the speaker for Theosophy.
Professor Richard G. Tyler, writes that he had
the privilege of presiding at this meetng and that
there were about three hundred people standing.
In the future they plan to have fewer speakers
and to give each one more time for the presen-
tation.

L. W. Rogers’ Itinerary

Spokane, March 3, 4, 5; Butte, March 7, 8;
Aberdeen, March 10, 11; St. Paul, March 13, 14;
Duluth, March 15, 16; Milwaukee, March 17, 18;

* Chicago Headquarters, March 19-26; Grand Rap-

ids, March 27, 30; Big Rapids, March 28, 29; Lan-
sing, March 31, April 1; Ann Arbor, April 2.
Toledo — Harmony Hall, 219 Michigan St., at
10:45 a. m.
Detroit — Ballroom, Hotel Statler, 8:15 p. m.
(Sundays) April 3, 10, 17, 24, May 1, 8
Cleveland — Lodge Rooms, 1936 E. 79th St.
at 8:15 p. m.
(Mondays) April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2, 9
Pittsburgh — Carnegie Hall, 8:15 p. m.
(Tuesdays) April 5, 12, 19, 26, May 3, 10
Columbus — Public Library Auditorium, State
St. and Grant Ave., at 8:15 p. m.
(Wednesdays) April 6, 13, 20, 27, May 4, 11
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PAGE TWO

BUILDING FUND BULLETIN
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THE RACE!

Revised Figures Given

No. of Amount
Members Pledged

National Members 66(3) $20,126

Service, N. Y. 9 9,689
St. Paul 112 8,676
Besant, Cleveland 69 5,763
St. Louis 72 5,709
Chicago 136 5,637
Hermes, Phila. 80 5,600
Detroit 101 5,475
New York 121 5,359
Milwaukee 104 4,662
Miami 52 4,075
Besant, Hollywood 163 3,898
Los Angeles 127 3,836
Omaha 71 3,799
Duluth 47 3,623
Akbar, Chicago 186 3,154
Buffalo 59 2 994
Harmony, Columbus 24 2,753
Akron, Ohio 35 2,721
Harmony, Toledo 52 2,715
Colorado, Denver 62 2,702
Jacksonville 12 2,675
Kansas City 103 2,400
Annie Besant,

Boston 102 2,385
Pacific, San Francisco 72 2,174
Decatur 20 2,152
Yggdrasil 38 2,106
‘Genesee 84 2,084
Brooklyn 58 2,082
Service, Reno 16 2,043
Cleveland 45 1,941
Seattle 99 1,716
Surya Youth, Chicago 26 1,680
St. Petersburg 29 1,672
Berkeley 83 1,613
Minneapolis 92 1,601
Gulfport 24 1,677
Oklahoma City 50 1,641
‘Grand Rapids 28 1,530
Portland 63 1,600
Albany 18 1,450
Army No. 1 38" 1,436
Maryland, Baltimore 50 1,431
Long Beach 66 1,408
Paterson 54 1,363
Pittsburgh - 55 1,299
Houston 102 1,270
Honolulu 18 1,265
Richmond, Va. 42 1,192
Annie Besant,

San Diego 56 1,182
Lansing 24 1,165
Hollywood 29 1,150
Lightbringer 30 1,147
Rockford 16 1,142
Besant, Seattle 78 1,137
Montclair 39 1,121
Herakles 108 1,117
Fargo 15 1,091
Fremont 19 1,076
Syracuse 21 1,056
Manila 18 1,021
West Side., Buffalo 19 1,000
Coral Gables 12 1,000
Saginaw 20 1.000

THE INDICATOR

Note: If the Lodge percentage
should decrease it would be be-
cause new members have come in
while there has been no increase
in the number of pledges made.

LODGE - Per Cent
Shri Krishna of Norfolk..... 990
Service, Reno .............. 85
Canton . ....eeveineeecas.. 84
Big Rapids ............ c... 78
Ann Arbor ................ 76
Columbus ..........0000ve.. 76
Atlanta ........ [P 1
Harmony, Columbus ceieeeess 70
Selene ......... e . 70
Rockford .............0.... 68
Honolulu _...... e 64
Hermes, Kansas Clty [P - 1]
Tulsa ........ Ceeereaeeees 62
St. Paul ...........c00.0.. 61
Saginaw  .........00000.... 60
Jacksonville ... 60
Arjuna .... 60
Fresno ..... . 58
Youngstown . . b7
Port Huron .... eee.s B7
Harmony, Toledo., .......... 57
Butte ......... Ceeeeeiaean 57
El Paso .....ccveevevvee.. 56
Santa Rosa .............. . 56
Universal Brotherhood vee.. B5
Syracuse .. [ 1]
Pacific, San Francxsco ...... 55
Besant Nashville .......... 54
Gulfport ...... P 1: 1
Memphis .... ... b4
Lightbringer, Washmgton ... 53
Yggdrasil, Minneapolis ..... 53
Newark .......ccc0vveevnnns 53
Omaha ....... P - 1]
Colorado, Denver .......... 52

Oklahoma ................. 51
Mt. Vernon, N. Y. [ ) |
Montelair .....%W .00 00v.... 51
Truthseekers, Baton Rouge .. 50
Portland ............... .. 5
Medford .....rc...0.0..... B0
Bremerton ..

Buffalo .... veeseseaaaas. BO
Wilmington ...%............ 50
Chicago ......covevevvven.. 49
Indianapolis ............... 46

Grand Rapids ............. 486

Berkeley JR - 1 ]
Schenectady ......... .. 45
Fargo ........ . 43
Bozeman . 43
Palo Alto . 41
Spokane . 41
Lansing ...... 41
St. Louis ..... . 41
San Antonio ........ ceee.. 41
Hollywood, Freeport ....... 40
La Grange .........c.... . 40
Oshkosh ........cc00000... 40
AKron .......ciivieenenen.. 40
Cleveland ......... P 1]
Sampo .........c0000000... 38
Alhambra ...........cc000.. 38
Surya Youth, Chxcago vees.. 38
San Bernardino ........... 37
Milwaukee ......... - X 4
Maryland, Balumore ....... 36
Worcester ........ccc000... 36
Mobile ...... 00, 36
Duluth ............. cee... 36
Besant, Oleveland ...... ... 36
Detroit .............0.....-36
New York ........cc000v... 36
Glendale .................. 35
Oak Park ................ 35
Decatur .. ceeee. 35
Genesee, Rochester, N YL 35
Crookston ............... .. 35

LODGE Per Cent
Albany ........... -7
St. Petersburg .. 33
Paducah .. . 33
Fairhope .. . 33
South Shore . 33
Delta ........ . 83
Pomona ..... . . 33
Cedar Rapids ............. . 32
San Pedro ...... esseseeas 31
Seattle ................... 81
Brooklyn ...........c000.0.. 31
Dallag ........... e 30
Norfolk ............ -1
Evansville ....... 1]
Sheridan .................. 30
Houston ...... - 11}
Annie Besant, Boston ...... 30
Des Moines ......... ceeeae 29
Besant, Seattle ........... . 29
Besant, Hollywood .......... 29
Kansas City .............. 29
Baker .......... vereeeen.. 28
Englewood ........... vee.. 28
Paterson ........... ceeee.. 27
Columbia ........ ceeeeeees 27
Birmingham ..... et 27
Los Angeles ....... 14
Salt Lake .............. . 27
Boulder .............000..n 27
Davenport .........ccc00.0. 26
Aberdeen ...... cereeeeaess 2B
Dayton ........ ceeecee ee.. 26
Fort Worth ............... 25
Grand Forks .
Warren
Minneapolis
Lynwood
Louisville

Building Fund Pledges

Continued From Last Month

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. J. Ross.$150.00
Mr. Orley Evon Betts .... 100.00
Mr. Sigurd R. Sjoberg .. 100.00
Mr. H. Arthur Root ..... 100.00
Mr. Chas. W. Van Dyke . 100.00
Mrs. Minnie Young (2nd
pledge) .....
Lester Harris
Mr. and Mrs. C.

. Maitbie 75.00

Mr. Peter Venveulen .... 60.00
Mrs. Emma Prestien .... 50.00
Mr. Geo. W. Welch ...... 50.00
Mrs. Geo. W. Welch .... 50.00
Mrs. James Stewart .... 50.00
Mr. James Stewart ....., 50.00
Mrs. Ida F. Wood ...... 50.00
Mr. Reuben E. Mowry .. 50.00
Mr. Irwin B. Blanchett .. 50.00

Mr. William Worth Bailey 50.00
Mrs. Katherine Price Bmley 50.00
Mrs. S. M. Gleed ..... 50.00
Mrs. Maggie Marahrens .. 50.00
Margaret Lucy Callicotte . 50.00

“The hint. that ‘a penny a
day’ will be 810 in three
years and four months encour-
ages me—though insolvent now
—to pledge that amount—ten
dollars. Surely I can get $10
somewhere in that length of
time. I believe TI'll start a
penny box and send the results
a year from today.”
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TRAINING SCHOOL

Among all the attractive
features of the new Wheaton
Headquarters the proposed
training school has brought the
most inquiries. That is prob-
ably because the great need
for it is instantly recognized.
Probably there is not a local
Lodge in the country that has
not lamented the unfortunate
fact that there are few, if any,
of its members who are able
to present Theosophy to.the
public so attractively that good
audiences will come, and con-
tinue to come; or that has not
observed with deep concern,
that a large class organized by
some national lecturer slowly
fades away, instead of increas-
ing in size. There is no doubt,
in the mind of any one of us
that we are offering the public
the most wonderful philosophy
of life. In the language of the
street “we’ve got the goods.”
But can we “sell” them to the
world? To do that requires
two fundamental things—
thorough knowledge of the
philosophy we offer, and the
art of attractively and con-
vincingly presenting it. Most
members have at least a credit-
able knowledge of Theosophy
but “putting it across” into
the minds of others so that
they see it as we do is an art
that must be acquired. It can
be acquired, but it must be
done by patient and persistent
training. We shall be chiefly
interested in the = younger
people who are earnest workers
but there is no reason why any
member who is not too old
to lecture, or teach a class,
should not improve his work
and enormously increase his
usefulness by attending the
training school.

If memory is good the mini-
mum pledge that counts in the
Indicator 1s five dollars; and
that is less than half a cent a
day. The Secretary-Treasurer,
however, is authority on that
point.

Don’t overlook the impor-
tant point that you have over
three years in which to pay
any pledge you make to the
Building Fund.

MOTIVE IS TEST

A member who evidently has -

little interest in seeing the
American Theosophical Society
installed in a commodious and
efficient building objects to
“any kind of rivalry” among
the Lodges. One wonders if
he has ever thought about
what life would be without
rivalry. Whether it is right or
wrong depends upon its mo-
tive. Surely nobody will con-
tend that there can be too
much striving to be unselfish
or to be helpful or to be gen-
erous. Competition is bad
only when it embodies the
spirit of selfishness.

Shifting

Norfolk did “well when it
went to the top of the Indi-
cator column. Moreover, Shri
Krishna Lodge has held it for
three months; but Columbus
Lodge shifted its place from
fifty-three to sixty-two in one

month. Keep an eye on
Columbus. It’s got a “live

" wire” on the job!

If the number of Lodge
members listed in “The Race”
does not agree with your rec-
ords, please remember that we
take the membership count at
the end of the fiscal year, and
this includes delinquents as well
as active members, because
many of these pay their dues
before the year is up. They
are still entitled to vote in a
national convention and are
considered members until the
end of the present fiscal year.
And it must also be remem-
bered that, although these de-
liquent members are counted,
the new members who come in
are not included, and this
tends to equalize the count.
This is really the fairest way
we could devise without re-
counting the membership list
each month.

What anybody pays into
theosophical activities is not
really a gift but an investment,
and an exceedingly profitable
one. A material investment
is good only for this incarna-
tion. A theosophical invest-
ment is good forever.

A LETTER

“Enclosed please find check
for $25. I hope this will cost
you nothing to cash. This is
for the Building Fund and I
hope the rose colored bricks
will multiply till all that are
needed for our fine headquar-
ters are at hand.

“This will doubtless be my -
last contribution as I am going
into a Home (I'm 74) and
shall have little money for such
uses, but my prayers will con-
tinue for the great cause—for-
ever.”

Not Previously Published

W. H. Bennett ..........
Clifford Anderson .. v
Sara A. Fogg

W.P. Fogg ....covnvvenn
Herman S. Kliewer ...... 40.00
A. Halstead
W. G. Lester ............ 30.00
Miss Ethel M. Crowley .... 30.00 -
Mrs. Lillian B. Blalock .. 30.00
Miss Anna Larson ...... 30.00
Mrs. Julia Foy Davis .... 30.00
Miss Emma S. Gucker .. 30.00
Mrs. Margaret Dix ...... 30.00
Mrs. G. Marquette Brand . 30.00
Mrs. Bessie H. Doyle .... 30.00
Andrew B. Davies ...... 26.40
Mrs. Mary D. Jones ..... 25.00
C. S. Berger ............ 25.00
Miss Florence L. Hurd .. 25.00
Frank B. Houghton ...... 25.00
Mrs. Alice Hunt .. ...... 25.00
Miss Bertha Jacoby ...... 25.00
Mrs. Louise B. Jordan ... 25.00
Mr. Jean Cabots ........ 25.00
Louise Butler .......... 25.00
Mrs. Gertrude E. Beck .... 25.00
Mrs. Elisa Geister ........ 25.00
Dr. Frank H. Knight ... 25.00
Mr. K. Kristofferson ... 25.00
Mrs. Elizabeth C. Biggert.. 25.00
Glendive Lodge ........ 25.00
Miss Alice K. Green ...... 25.00
Gertrude B. Grewl ....... 25.00
Mrs. Grace B. Griselle .. 25.00
Miss Louise Hall ........ 25.00
Mrs. Luella K. Hastings .. 25.00
Dr. Julia D, Godfry ...... 25.00
Mrs. Mary L. Goldy .... 25.00
J. B. Graham ........... 25.00
Zlati Grueff ............ 25.00
James L. Hadaway ...... 25.00
Annie Halderman ........ 25.00
Mrs. Josephine W. Canavan. 25.00
Hans G. Ehlers .......... 25.00
Chas. F. Chadwick ...... 25.00
Miss Jessie V. Chisholm .. 25.00
Mrs. Emma G. Head .... 25.00
Mrs. Dowling ........... 25.00
Ellen Drake ............ 25.00
Chas. A. Excell .......... 25.00
Miss Theodora M. Carrell.. 25.00
Elizabeth F. Chadwick .... 25.00
Mrs. Laura Christensen .. 25.00
Thos. B. Hoover ........ 25.00
Miss Idah D. Ekbergh .... 25.00
Mrs. Ruth Evans ........ 25.00
Anna Mae Farmer ...... 25.00
Mrs. Anna E. Comstock

(2nd pledge) v......uin 25.00
Miss Lulu E. Drury ..... 25.00
ADnonymous .........c00.. 25.00
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Miss Margaret Bayley .... 25.00 Mrs. Caralisa Hollanquist.. 17.50 Mrs. Marie Birman . 5.00
Mrs. Dorothy M. W. Bean.. 25.00 Miss Josephine C. Barry .. 17.50 Miss Mabel Brown ...... 5.00
Harry D. Beattie ........ 25.00 Miss Wingfield Barry 17.50 Mrs. Lillian Ireland .... 5.00
Miss Marion Filmer ...... 25.00 W. S. Barry ......c00ne 17.50 Max F. Koehn ..... .... 5.00
Walter J. Boyd ........ 25.00 Mrs. Helen Harris ...... 17.00 Mrs. Hannah Leahee .. 5.00
Miss Elizabeth A. Crane .. 25.00 Miss Signe Legerstrom 15.00 Miss Margaret M. Lelghton 5.00
Mrs. Zella M. Akers 25.00 Hollywood Junior ........ 15.00 Mrs. S. Cannon ....... ... 5.00
Jas. G. Allan ....... ce... 25.00 Mrs. E. A. Graves ....... 15.00 Miss Viva J. Emmons .... 5.00
Mrs. Julia Allan ....... . 25.00 Aurora Study Class ...... 15.00 Hans Hutteball .......... 5.00
Elsie C. Banson ........ 25.00 Mrs. Inez Barnett ...... 15.00 Hollywood Freeport Lodge 5.00
Elmer C. Bagaason ...... 25.00 Miss Lucile 0. Kahn 11.00 Mrs. Nora Lewis ........ 5.00
Miss Jeanette Burgitt .... 25.00 Wm. V. Hukill ..... ve... 10.00 Mrs. Alice Hausen ...... 5.00
Mrs. Myra Libby ...... . 25.00 Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Mr. Balthasar Castellnon .. 5.00
Mrs. Charlotte M Jsckey . 21.00 Hendry ............... 10.00 Miss Mary Fouraker .... 5.00
Miss Mary J. Lapp ...... 21.00 Miss Inlhs F. Johnson .... 10.00 Miss Pauline Heck ..... . 5.00
Carl O. Huboi .......... 21.00 Mrs. C. Horne ........... 10.00 John and Agnes Clark .... 5.00
A. K. Jenking ........... 21.00 Mrs. Aino Kaksonen 10.00 Miss Louise Jeffery ...... 4.00
Mrs. Helen S. Johnson .... 21.00 Miss Lillian Lewis ...... 10.00 Glendale Lodge ...... ... 4.00
Mrs. Annie B. Jenkins .... 21.00 Mrs. Elsa Tudor Leland .. 10.00 Miss M. G. Leggett ..... . 3.85
Miss Hannah Johnson .... 21.00 Marie A. Gouffey ........ 10.00 Mrs. M. C. Cox ......... 3.00
Mrs. Anna Hamann ...... 21.00 Geo. B. Hastings teve.. 10.00 Mrs. Frances S.. Froats .. 3.00
Rev. Chas Hampton ...... 21.00 Mrs. Evelyn R. Hillman .. 10.00 Mrs. Jessica Hitchcock .. 2.95
Mr. Basil Glasser ........ 21.00 Miss Lillian R. Gallup .... 10.00 Fred Edinger ........... . 2,50
Mrs. Laura Greshmer Chase. 21.00 Mrs. Katharine Clark . 10.00 Mrs. Bonnie A. Burnett .. 2.10
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Camilla Christie . 10.00 Mrs. James L. Burnett .. 2.10

Lodeesen-Grevinck ......
Elizabeth E. Grigsby
Elmer V. Lewis
Dr. Aurick S. Brackett

Anthony L. Deal

Miss Lucy A. Davns. .

Antonio A. Duony ..
Laurence 8. Ketcham

A. Kantanen ............
John A. Juhlin ..
John W. Holway
Prederick Kahn

Mrs. Uila A. Bradway . . John W. Berentz ........ 10.00 Mrs. Bertha Andrews Galla-
Mr. Fred Busse ........ . . Mrs. Virginia Borschel ... 10.00 gher ................. 2.00
Dr. Mary Weeks Burnett .. 21.00 Mrs. Maude L. Boyd . 10.00 W. E. Alberson ....... ... 2.00
Miss Dorothy L. Burdick .. 21.00 Mrs. Mary Burkes ...... 10.00 Major Robt. C. Cotton .... 2.00
Mrs. E. B. Burgess ...... 21.00 Jose M. Bettran ..... . 10.00 Miss Emma Glatt ........ 2.00
Mrs. Minnie Barron ...... 21.00 Mrs. T. D. Dawkins 10.00 Miss Florence Belz ...... 2.00
Mrs. M. A. Cutler ...... 21.00 Anonymous - ............. 10.00 J. W. Duncan .......... 1,00
Harry B. Cohn ..... 21.00 Dr. W. W. Beauchamp .... 10.00 Mrs. Cora Hopper ........ 1.00
Miss Katharine Hocl; 21.00 Mrs. Florence M. Fox .... 9.00 Mrs. Pearl F. Brown .... 1.00
Mrs. Frank H. Dillon .... 21.00 Mrs. M. Belle Kempter .. 9.00 Mrs. Zora M. Baker ...... 1.00
G. G. Doherty .......... 21.00 Charles Cooke ....... ... 8.80 A. J. Hausen ......... . 100
Daniel M. Aitken ......... 21.00 Mrs. Nellie Frembling .... 7.50 E. W. Jackson ......... . 100
Mrs. Effie B. Alexander .. 21.00 Anna Case ............. . 17.00 Dr. Alice A. Fawcett ..... 1.00
Mrs. Susie M. Goldsberry .. 21.00 Mrs. Mary Gray ........ 6.00 Nathan Bloomberg ...... 1.00
Miss Elizabeth Fleming 21.00 Miss Bernice Banning .... - 5.00 Miss M. A. Archer ...... 1.00
Mrs. Elisha Flagg ...... . 21.00 Miss Nell Hess ......... . 5.00 Mr. Ora M. Carpenter .... 1.00
A friend ................ 20.65 Miss Rose B. Angle ...... 5.00 Mrs. Isabel M. Conant .... 1.00
Mrs. Emma E. Hammon .. 20.00 Dr. Dagmar S. Ackerman . 5.00 Miss Frances Christient .. 1.00
Miss Lisa M. Ker ....... 20.00 f 1.00
P. A. Haines 20.00 Altie I. Howe ........... 5.00 A. R. Colcord ..... ceees L
Mr. Charles Carl ........ 20.00 Mrs. Iva Burns ........ 5.00 Miss Dorothy Dorsey .... 1.00
Baker Lodge ............ 20.00 Mrs. Ethel A. Crusenberg.. 5.00 Sylvia M. and Clare D.
O. B. Anderson and Eva E. Mr. and Mrs.: Ernest R. , Dudley .......... ... 1.00
Anderson ............ . 20.00 Dalley .......cco.... 5.00 Mrs. Alice A. Fawcett .... 100

What Lodges are Doing

San Bernardino

The Secretary of this Lodge reports that the
theosophical outlook is encouraging with them.
The Lodge has a nice room in a new building
close in, and recently gained two new members.

Worcester

Mrs. Fannie S. Pritzker, the Secretary, writes:

“Our new Lodge room is located in the Rogers
Building, corner Main and Pleasant Streets right
in the center of the business section, and after
two months, is beginning to look attractive. We
had to furnish the room, and as there are so few
of us (and two of our members are blind) it is
rather slow work, but we are getting there. There
is a greater spmt of harmony and brotherliness
than the group had enjoyed, when sharing a
room with another organization.”

Los Angeles

These interesting facts are taken from a recent
report submitted by Besant Lodge. They had
twenty-two public lectures with a total attendance
of twelve thousand and eighty-six people. Ex-
penses amounted to $2,527.08, collections aggre-
gated $1,528.74, leaving a deficit of $180.94 after
:cihe c&)ntnbutlons from members had been de-

ucted.

Against this debt the Lodge lists the following
credits:

Fifteen to twenty new members; fifty people
joined the study class at the close of Mr. Rogers’
series of lectures; book sales averaged $25 per
lecture, so that the Lodge is now in possession of
a magnificent book stock free from debt; enorm-
ous publicity in the newspapers and strengthened
prestige in the club world and among thinking
people.
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Fairies

By Dora vaN GELDER

Il\’ my last article I tried to describe the types
of fairies living in the land and those of the
water. This time fire and air fairies are going
to engage our attention.

The fire creatures were called salamanders in
medieval days. Interesting stories are told
about them in a book, The Comte de Gabalis and
Benvenuto Cellini writes about them in his
memoirs. These comparatively few references
might mislead the reader to suppose that there
was but one type, but in fact salamanders are
very varied. Furthermore they stand at various
stages in evolution. Indeed it is not possible to
say, that there is one general type among them,
as one can say of the other fairies. Nor do the
salamanders necessarily try to imitate our human
form, neither is their imitative nature in general
as strong as that of the fairies I have described
before. When we are watching a log fire in a big
open fire place and are just gazing into the fire,
we often imagine we see weird dancing figures.
It is quite easy to get into the spirit of the
dancing and leaping flames and by this process,
we have a vague impression of these fire elves,.
even though we do not exactly see them. They’
are intensely vital and give one a sense of an
immense natural power, somewhat like lightning.
Imagine beings, powerful in that primitive sense,
rather tall and slender, but without definite human
features, and you have a rough picture of sala-
manders. In small fires there are often tiny
little creatures, who assume sometimes the shape
of flowers and other forms. These creatures are-
much more volatile; they are so constantly chang-
ing, that they cannot be said to be stable in any-
sense of the word. At the other end of the scalge,
we have big volcanoes. These are the natural;
habitation of specially strange beings of all vari-
eties. Some voleanic salamanders take human
shapes, but they give one the feeling of being un-
earthly notwithstanding. N
* The salamanders are further removed from us
in their feeling as well as in appearance, than
any other elemental creatures. There seems to
be as little akin between us and them in modes
of thought and feeling as in action and form.
This is especially true of the volcano salamanders.
Not only the fire fairies, but also great fire angels
live in the volcanoes and these are supremely
beautiful in their unhuman way.

All these beings are the agents of nature, even
her agents of destruction, and there is no more
destructive power than that of fire. But it al-
ways must be understood, that what is right or
wrong for us, does not appear the same to these
beings. Destruction to them is not for the pleas-
ure of destroying, but because they obey nature’s
will. Hence it is to them work, as ordinary phys-
ical labor is to us. Their work is very different:
from that of any other of the fairies, and it is
almost impossible to describe it or to know much
about it. They are so much a part of fire and
its activities, and that is about all that can be

said. In every fire, large or small, they are
present.

Some may ask what. brings them to the fire. To
understand that, we have to realize that every-
thing in this world has a certain definite rhythm.
And fire has a very powerful rhythm and vibration
of a special kind. This attracts these creatures
automatically, as it has the same rhythm as they
have. Rhythm is the great principle by which
they are attracted.  Certain of the smaller sort
seem to be temporary by-products of the fire, but
unquestionably the greater salamanders sweep in
from distant points, attracted by a fine demon-
stration of their element. They sense its distant
rhythmic effect, and, furthermore, certain kinds
of music are an attraction to these beings and
they will come to hear it and to enjoy and dance
in the rhythm of it.

Salamanders are interesting from an artistic,

point of veiw, but we have very little to do with
them and it would be nearly impossible for us
to understand them with our human minds. They
are joy, vitality and power incarnate much like
the dancing flames they ensoul.

The air fairies, or sylphs, are the most highly
evolved of all the fairies and are denizens of the
astral world. They are exquisite and dainty fig-
ures. Their human outline is more or less perfect
and they have lovely tender faces. It appears as
if they were enveloped in a cloud of opalescent
light, which is transluscent, and if we have seen
opals shining in the sun, and we can get a glimpse
of their beautiful coloring. These delicate beings
always make me think of Cardinal Newman's
words: “And with the morn those angel faces

-smile; which I have loved long since and lost

awhile.”

The sylphs can generally be divided into two
main groups, namely those who specifically help
Nature in her work, and those who do more gene-
ral work—act more as invisible helpers. The
former are those beings who make beautiful sun-
sets for us by arranging the clouds in lovely
shapes and forms. It is their delight to do this
and few spectacles are so beautiful to behold as
a bank of clouds. When we enjoy a sunset to its
fullest extent and are absorbed in it, and are in
harmony with all Nature, it is possible to get
into touch with these beings. It would be interest-
ing to try to exchange ideas with them. We
should think of a special form which we would
like to see .woven into the clouds and ask them
in our minds to do this. These cloud spirits
obligingly try to weave the clouds into whatever
form we think of. They like us to admire their
beautiful handiwork, and take special pains over
it when we do. The sylphs belonging to this group
have a great variety of activity and do not look
alike. They deal with rain and wind and carry
out the commands of their superiors. In violent
windstorms it is a beautiful sight to see them
dancing in the wind and enjoying the movement.
Destruction is sometimes part of their work, in
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at an auspicious time for the crystalizing of re-
ligious ideas. His life was much like that of a
successful man of the time, save that Mohammed
received revelations from Allah which gave him
an advantage for leadership and Mohammed used
this advantage for personal success.

Mr. Dibble, very honestly, does not concern
himself with the influence which Mohammed’s
revelations spread among his countrymen and
since then to other nationalities, but keeps to the
life story of the man Mohammed, which would
never have stood out in world history had his
revelations not touched the lives of people in the
Near East. It is often difficult for the Occidental
mind to be in sympathy with the imagery of the
Oriental. L H

Jo .

Britain’s Economic Plight, by Frank P. Plachy, Jr.
Published by Little, Brown and Co., Boston.
gn‘ce, Cloth, 8150, through The Theosophical

ress.

This book cannot be read without a strange
mixture of feeling. One might ask: “Is Mr.
Plachy an Americanized Englishman, or an Angli-
cized American?”’ He tells us that he spent fif-
teen months in England to study the economic
situation in that country from the standpoint of
an American. He seems to have been inoculated,
however, with a British serum. Undoubtedly this
attitude gives us a fairer viewpoint of the situ-
ation, but had the book been written without
emotion we might close the book with a more
balanced condition of mind.

For instance—he speaks scathingly of the Eng-
lish unemployment theory and of the industrial
conditions that have arisen under the sway of the
labor leaders, and equally scathingly of the flood-
ing of the English market with American motion
pictures, and of the inauguration of the American
system of partial-payment-buying that has found
such favor with the English public. Undoubtedly
he is attempting to look on all questions in the
fairest possible way. He surely has studied thor-
oughly every topic of importance with the ex-
ception of the Colonial question. Of his own
opinion two points are most prominent—he is
an anti-socialist and an anti-prohibitionist.

His decisions on Britain’s economic plight may
best be summarized by a statement he makes in
the Introduction: “Britain’s (the Empire’s) re-
sources are tremendous and incalculable; prob-
ably greater than those of the United States ...
It is the human element that is at fault . . . there
must be the genuine spirit of cooperation between
workers and employers that is becoming more
and more the rule in America.” And again,
“Altogether it is obvious that the foundation al-
ready exists on which the British may rear that
structure pictured by the U. 8. Ambassador
Houghton when he said in Washington that with-
in twenty years Great Britain would again be-
come one of the most prosperous nations in the

world. To an outside observer it would seem that

only the British themselves can prevent that

dream coming true.”
: Jeanne Dumas

Twelve Modern Apostles and Their Creeds, by
Gilbert K. Chesterton, Bishop Charles L. Slat-
tery, Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin and others. Pub-
lished by Dufireld and Co., New York. Price;
Cloth, $2.60, through The Theosophical Press.

This book is attractively bound in cloth and -
has a jacket upon which is dimly depicted the
Broadway Temple in process of erection 'in New
York, termed by one as “an essentially American
Cathedral.” : oo

Following a most forceful introduction by the
Rt. Rev. William R. Inge of St. Paul’s; London,
is a unique succession of twelve chapters by rep-
resentative writers in terse, frank, logical style,
telling why they are what they are. A Catholic,
Episcopalian, Presbyterian, - Lutheran, Baptist,
Quaker, Methodist, Congregationalist, Unitarian,
Mormon, Christian Scientist and an Unbeliever
speak in the order named. At the close of each
chapter brief statistics give the numerical strength
and other data relative to that particular faith.

The volume is very pleasant reading while fur-
nishing information of unusual range and will
prove an addition to any collection. ENLE.

' "E.M.E.

Heroes of Old India, by Percy Pigott, Illustrated
by 8. Drigin. Published by the. Theosophical
Publishing House, Ltd., London.. Price, Boards,
$3.26, through The Theosophical Press. - . .

In a short introduction the author makes clear
the spirit which prompted him to write this book.
He tells us first “that wherever there is a great
civilization there will be found a great religion,
and wherever there is a great religion there also
will be found a great civilization;” thus pointing
out the close relationship between the genius of
a.nation and the beliefs it professes. Then he
proceeds to show that all great religions have a
common base, that all their teachings are alike in
essence and have had a deep influénce on the ci-
vilizations of their time.

Also, in the introduction, he condemns—rather
too violently it seems—the West and Western re-
ligious movements. “The West has never pro-
duced a really great religious teacher, or a single
work that can rank among the sacred books of the
world. And also: “None of these (Luther, Cal-
vin, Knox and Liddon) should ever have enjoyed
greater prestige than that of controversial theo-
Jogians.” To these Mr. Pigott opposes the great
religious teachers of India, which does not seem
quite fair, as there is no base for comparison be-
tween Luther and Shri Krishna. Mr. Pigott
also seems to forget that Western civilization is
in its infancy as compared with the Indian civili-
zation, and there again, no comparison can pos-
sibly be drawn.

On the other hand we are quite in sympathy
with the author when he says that Western theo-
logians have neglected the study of the Indian
religions. peerlessly beautiful in their spiritual
teachings and poetical symbolism, and we are
happy to see that this book will give the public
at large a chance to get acquainted in a very con-












