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Dangerous Fanaticism

IT will be remembered that when a Tenn-
1 essee teacher was found guilty of the
crime of teaching what has thus far been
learned about evolutionary creation, the
cable dispatches from England expressed the
great surprise of Europeans that such a
controversy could arise in a country sup-
posed to be one of the most intelligent of
modern nations. There were interviews with
eminent publicists declaring that the evo-
lutionary idea had long since been gen-
erally accepted; that nobody should find
any difficulty in harmonizing scientific facts
with orthodox religious beliefs and that,
such a controversy over the matter as oc-
curred in the United States could not pos-
sibly arise in England.

Every defender of mental freedom will
hope that this optimistic view has a sub-
stantial foundation in fact, but whoever
has thoughtfully studied orthodoxy is forced
to the conclusion that it is pretty much
the same thing in all countries. The essence
of the American movement to prohibit the
teaching of the animal origin of the human
form is a desire to set legislative limits
to thought. Maynard Shipley described
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the Fundamentalist movement admirably
as “organized ignorance.” It is precisely
that; and only because it is organized in
the United States does it differ from ignor-
ance elsewhere. The percentage of ignorant
people probably does not vary greatly
among literate nations. In all civilized
countries there are hundreds of thousands
who firmly believe every allegory of the
Bible to be literal fact—who believe, for

example, that God decreed that the entire -

human race, with the exception of one
family, should be drowned and that this
family was saved in an ark of small, def-
inite dimensions, which nevertheless con-
tained from two to fourteen of every sort
of beast, bird and reptile of the earth, with
all the food they-required for a year—
who not only believe both of the two
distinctly contradictory accounts :of the
creation given in Genesis but who are ready
to insist that those who do not also believe
them are the enemies of human welfare.
It is perfectly natural that, where there
is the opportunity, such views will be
expressed in the laws of the land.” That is
the only way in which orthodox America
differs from the rest of the orthodox world.
It had the conditions that promised suc-
cess —a leader who was eloquent, clever,
sincere and as fearless as he was fanatical.
Given, in Europe, the same conditions there
would follow the same results. Ignorance
and superstition dwell together and fanati-
cism is their offspring. Give the three lead-
ership and they will do their best to make
the rest of the world like themselves.

Fanaticism unorganized is merely annoy-
ing. Organized it is dangerous. Had Mr.
Bryan lived a few years longer there is
little doubt that the contest between the
advocates of the freedom of thought and
the defenders of the orthodox faith would
have reached the ballot box in every Ameri-
can state, and the careful student of human
nature would hesitate to predict the result.
People who can believe that two contra-
dictory statements are both true and that
the most inhuman atrocities ever committed
were not only sanctioned but actually
ordered by God Himself can very easily
be persuaded that so mild a thing as
destroying the freedom of speech of those
who do not agree with them, is righteous
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Brothers. I weave those into a statement
in which some of Their words occur, and
the facts which They ordered me to deliver.
So that what I am saying, as to matter of
announcement, is definitely at the command
of the King whom I serve.

First, it was said by Shri Krishna-Christ,
as He is so often called in the outer worlds,
- that His life upon the earth would, like
that of His predecessors, retell the story,
so that you who know the gospel story,
as I presume you all do, should know
that the birth, and the transfiguration and
the crucifixion and the resurrection and
the ascension are the symbols of the jour-
ney of the human spirit through the four
great Initiations; it will be once more lived
out before our eyes as a drama on the
great stage of the world. And so you
should think of those four points in that
wonderful oft-repeated story of the Saviors
of man, so that your eyes may be a little
open to the significance of those when
some of them are once more acted visibly
before us by the Lord of Love Himself.
His taking possession of His chosen vehicle
is typified by the birth you read of in the
Gospels, and that, as I have just said,
will be soon. Then he will choose, as be-
fore, His twelve apostles—a significant
number, ‘“the twelve”—and their chief,
the Lord Himself. He has already chosen
them, but I have only the command to
mention seven who have reached the stage
of Arhatship, which seems to be the occult
status for the small circle of His immedi-
ate disciples and messengers to the world.
" The first two, my brother Charles Lead-
beater and myself, passed that great Ini-
tiation at the same time together because
of our future work together, at the time
that I became President of the T.S. Our
younger brothers here, who were living
through the stages, as it were, of disciple-
ship, at certain points have passed the
four great Initiations and others were wel-
comed a little later by the King as among
His Arhats and one will be a few days
later. They are, first: one whom you know,
I think, well, that disciple of beautiful
character and beautiful language, C. Jina-
rajadasa, who must be known to very many
of you, and to know him is to love him.
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My brother Leadbeater and myself were of
course present at this Initiation, and also
at that of Krishnaji and welcomed the
new additions to our band. Then my
brother, George Arundale, whose consecra-
tion as Bishop was necessary, as the last
step of his preparation for the great fourth
step of Initiation; and my brother, Oscar
Kollerstrom, not so well known, perhaps,
to you, but beloved for his character and
his wisdom by all who know him well, as
I am thankful to say I do; and then one
whom I have called my daughter, Rukmini
Arundale, this Indian girl of a glorious
past, will be one in a few days, who,
hearing the call of her Master very, very
early in life, will be the Rishi Agasthya’s
messenger to the women and young ones
in India, taking up a large part of the
work there I have been carrying on for
years. Young in body, yet she is old in
wisdom and in will-power; “child of the
indomitable will” is her welcome in the
higher worlds.

Now, for it is entirely a new thing that
the names of people should be announced

in this fashion, but there can be no hesita-

tion to those who are His servants in car-

rying out the will of the Lord; it is not

for them to judge, it is for them to obey. '
As He said, it may cause to us a certain

amount of trouble and ridicule, but we

are accustomed to that, and what matter?

It matters nothing at all. The only thing

that matters is the will of the King, and

the doing service to His great Messenger,

the Bodhisattva. 4

I left out one and must leave out
another. Naturally, our Krishnaji was one,
but he is to be the vehicle of the Lord.
And the other is one who is very dear to
all of us, as to the whole Brotherhood:
Bishop James Wedgwood. He had borne
his crucifixion before the seal of Arhatship
was set upon him by his King.

And I would say to you, therefore, so
that you may not get confused, that there
is no relaxation of the conditions which
admit to these higher Initiations, when a
Great Teacher is coming to the world, but
there is a tremendous spiritual force shed
forth by Him, when all the hosts of Angels
are working with Him, those whom the
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you call it “Huizen,” and without knowing
anything about this, there has been given
to the Brotherhood a very beautiful estate
of about forty acres, and a house on it,
and there will be a center for each of these
three special world movements. You will
notice they are all universal, and that will
be a main note of the World-Teacher’s
teaching. That requires a lot of explana-
tion, a lot of thinking about. You will
work it out for yourselves. You do not
lose time in thinking what has to be done
beforehand. Think it out in a practical
way. I am myself, I understand, to be
the Rector of this University, because, I
suppose, of my position on the First Ray.
My Brother, Bishop Arundale is to be
Principal, and Bishop Wedgwood the Direc-
tor of Studies, because he knows both sides,
ordinary and occult, of the studies. They
choose according to qualities.

There is one suggestion I would make to

you. If you see any one of us working :

for any particular movement in the world,
you may know it is part of the World-

Plan, otherwise we should not be in.it. :

That does not mean that all of you have

necessarily to join in those movements. It*

does mean, if you accept the command of
the King, that you ought not to oppose
them, as they are part of the work of
the King. You need not work for them.*
But you may feel very sure that where
you see one or two or more of us working
steadily and hard at one particular move-

ment, say, like the League of Nations, .

that that is part of the Plan. If you so
feel it, you can help in any such movement,
but do not think that you are told that
you must do anything. We do not do that
in Occultism. The will of man is the
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thing above all respected in the occult
world. The position is summed up in the
phrase: “Behold I stand at the door and
knock. If any man will open, I will come
in.” He never forces the door of the
human heart.
you may use all your own strength, without
much wasting of it. Those we work for
influence the world for generations to come.

There was one very pathetic statement,
with which I may close, made by the Lord
Maitreya. When He last came, all the
kingdoms of Nature except the human
recognized Him, loved Him and tried to
help Him. His incarnation as Shri Krishna
was a very short one. He is the great
object of worship in India, the Divine
Child, and they have beautiful stories
about Him. He is always seen playing
on the flute, and all the animals come
around Him. They have a picture in which
the animals are listening to Him playing
on the flute, and all the trees tried to bow
towards Him as He came near them, for
they wanted to hear Him; even the stones
seemed to be glad, as His feet trod upon
them. All the little nature spirits of the
air, water, fire and earth came round Him
to catch some notes of the flute. It was

- only our kingdom which rejected its Lord

and refused to recognize Him, but, as He
said, the world has grown since then. And
our hope is, that many, very very many
from the Theosophical and the Star organi-
zations, and the growing Co-Masonry, and
the great fellowship of teachers may recog-
nize their Lord when He comes, so that we
may keep Him with us for many years,
and not make His own world impossible
for Him save in seclusion, as was done on

His last Coming.

“We should live dangerously—dangerously for
ourselves that is, and not for others. That means
we should be discontented. A divine discontent
should be born in us, and it should keep us alive
and not- sleeping. The most worthless citizen
is he who sits in his armchair and lives com-
placently. But we must think, and think dan-
gerously. Until we have achieved that, we shall
not be true agents of the Divine Being. Discon-
tentment produces sorrow, produces uncomfortable

Live Dangerously

feelings in us, so that we must get satisfaction
before we proceed to the next stage. To be
really satisfied means that every one around us
should be happy, should feel divine happiness.
The enlightened Buddha is he who feels for
others, who thinks for others, is not satisfied with
his own. self. That is what is meant by divine
satisfaction.”

—J. KriseNAMURTI in Theosophy as the Basic
Unity of National Life.

I simply mention this, that’
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Psychical Research

A Sketch of Its History and Results
*By Huee F. Mungro, F.T.S.

THEOSOPHISTS have no need of the findings

of research societies to add support to their
belief in the undeveloped powers latent in man,
nor to convince them of the postmortem survival
of individual consciousness. Such conceptions
are an integral part of the theosophical philos-
ophy and, acceptance of them is based to a great
extent, upon their coherence with other elements
in that philosophy which alone furnishes a ra-
tional explanation of the facts of human experi-
ence. Class leaders, however, frequegtly meet
inquirers who, knowing little or nothing about
the theosophical teachings,'thmk that the con-
ceptions mentioned rest mainly upon the dubious
“messages”. of spiritualistic mediums, and are
perplexed by the “exposures” which appear from
time to time in the newspapers.

It would, therefore, appear advisable to know
something about the history and outcome of such
efforts as have been made by careful and com-
petent men whose investigations are made Jin
the scientific spirit, conducted in accordance with
scientific method and announced with that reserve
which invites our confidence.

The first attempt, of which there is any reliable
record, to investigate the nature of supernormal
faculties in man, was made in 1734, when the
French Government charged the Royal Faculty
of Medicine to report on the cures attributed
to Anton Mesmer. The report was adverse.

In 1815, a Commission appointed by the Em-
peror reported favorably, and another appointed
by the Royal Academy of Paris, gave it as their
opinion that the state called somnambulism with
its attendant phenomena was a fact.

Mesmeric healers sprang up everywhere. In
several countries of Europe laws were passed
restricting their practices, although the records
of the time show that the healer was, as a
rule, successful. Dr. Braid of Manchester, Eng-
land, proved by his experiments that the means
of cure lay within the patients themselves and he
coined the word hypnotism to describe the con-

dition of extreme susceptibility to suggestion .

which was considered essential in the healing
process. Itinerant mesmerists introduced the
method of trance healing into the United States,
and as it is probable that the trance condition,
with the accompanying nervous instability, and
consequent responsiveness to astral impressions
was responsible for the peculiar wave of psychism

*Mr. Munro has lectured, written and taught for
over twenty years. IHe is a graduate of the Wagner
Institute of Science, in Botany and Zoology. He is
a member of the Philadelphia Academy of Natural
Sciences; Philadelphia Natural History Society and
president of the Philadelphia Microscopical Society. He
has been vice-president and chairman of the Investi-
gating Committee of the Philadelphia Society for
" Psychical Research.

which swept over the United States during the
early part of the nineteenth century.

As a result of the activities of the Rev. Laroy
Sunderland, who was the “Billy Sunday” of hig
day, and Andrew Jackson Davis, seances were
held regularly in hundreds of families, the most
notable of which was that of the Fox family
of Arcadia, Wayne County, New York.

Spiritualists would be less open to criticism if
-they dated the beginning of their cult from
Emanuel Swedenborg, instead of the doubtful
proceedings of the Fox sisters (1848).

The most complete record of any investigation
held about this time is that of Colonel Henry 8.
Olcott, People from the Other World (1875) in
connection with the phenomena taking place at
the Eddy Farm in Chittenden, Vermont. This
record may well serve as a model in the spirit
and manner in which it was conducted. Out of its
chronological order, mention may be made of the
Seybert Commission, appointed by the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania (1887) and whose results
were wholly negative.

In 1869 a Committee was appointed by the
London Dialectical Society to pass upon certain
forms of psychical phenomena. It was made up
of thirty members, three fourths of whom were
said to be sceptics. Among its members were
Alfred Russel Wallace, Charles Bradlaugh, Crom-
well Varley and Sergeant Cox. Sir David Brews-
ter and Lord Brougham confessed themselves
as being hopelessly puzzled by what they saw.
Professor Tyndal attended one meeting and de-
clared the whole thing to be fraudulent, Profes-
sor Huxley declined the invitation to join in
the investigation, which had to do mainly with
the movement of objects without visible contact.

The finding of the Committee was: “It was

only by irresistible evidence under conditions -

that precluded imposture, illusion or involuntary
muscular action, and after trial and test many
times repeated, that the most sceptical of your
subcommittee were slowly and reluctantly con-
vinced that the phenomena exhibited in the
course of the protracted inquiry were veritable
facts.”

The matter had attracted the attention of Pro-
fessor Crookes, and for some time he conducted an
exhaustive series of experiments in his own labor-
atory. The results were published in the quarterly
Journal of Science (1871) and afterward in Re-
searches into the Phenomena of Modern Spiritu-
alism. The standing of Professor Crookes in the
scientific world was such, that acceptance of his
results seemed almost imperative, but the science
of the time rested upon a materialistic basis
which left no room for any phenomena that could
not be explained by the known laws of physics.
Still, there was room for differences of opinion
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returned to Russia on several occasions, there
to find the ominous signs of the times.

Then came the revolution itself, and afterwards
Dr. Ossendowski found great power suddenly
thrust upon him. He became President of the
Russian Far Eastern Republic, and for a short
period was absoluté ruler over half the Tsar's
Empire, until the spies and soldiers of the Tsar
hunted him down and threw him into prison.

His life there—or his living death—and his
accomplishments can be best summed up by
quoting his collaborator’s note.

“Though of no direct benefit to the movement
in which he participated, his imprisonment pro-
duced unexpected results in another feature of
Russian life. This was in the prisons themselves.
For, as he indicates in the closing chapter, he
wrote a romance based upon his prison experiences,
which contained such stirring material and was
so strongly phrased that it at once brought down
upon him the censure and renewed persecution
of the Russian government. The volume was
condemned and confiscated and proceedings were
instituted to secure his return to those very walls
of which he had written so dramatically.

“When the first edition was burned, he had
a second brought out under a slightly different
title and a copy of this placed on the desk of
each member of the Duma just as it went on
sale. The result was that these representatives
of the people were so stirred by his presentation
of the life within the prisons that they took
the matter up in the Duma and finally forced
the Government’s hand to institute reforms in
their administration. The principal changes which
resulted were the segregation of the prisoners
in such a way that only the most hardened and

vicious criminals were thrown together in the .

large common cells; the provision of reasonable
work for the inmates; the establishment of libraries
and occasional talks for the men; and the em-
phasizing to the officials of the necessity for
seeking to ameliorate the moral state of mind of
the condemned.”

For those who care much about the destinies
of nations and who are eager to understand why
<certain tragedies overtake a whole race of people,
Ferdinand A. Ossendowski’s From President to
Prison offers a fascinating study.

G. W.

Ether and Reality, by Sir Oliver Joseph Lodge,
F.R.S8. Published by George H. Doran Com-
pany, New York. Price, $200 Net, through
The Theosophical Press.

This book consists of a series of discourses
-on the many functions of the ether of space and
is a companion volume to the same author’s
Making of Man, which achieved such wide popu-
larity. It is designed, primarily, for the layman
and hence is free from all technical formulae
and terminology. However, thére has been no
sacrifice of scientific accuracy. The story of the
ether of space is told in beautiful and clear
Janguage. The abstract intangible is made quite
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a definite and tangible thing, so that not only
the unscientific layman, but also the scientist,

‘has a clear and certain grasp of that intangible

substance. The entire field is briefly but fairly
exhaustively covered.

Sir Oliver Lodge stands at the meeting ground
of western materialistic science and the eastern
spiritual science—a spiritual scientist with western
materialistic methods of discovery and proof—
the eastern method to discern the way and the
western method to demonstrate to the world so
that it will have to accept. A rare combination.

The western layman will be profoundly inter-
ested in the work. The eastern’ occultist will
be more than delighted to see in every page
indelible traces that the science of the West
is already at the threshold of the Temple of the
Divine Wisdom. .

The ether of space is said to be the connecting
link between the spiritual and material worlds;
it is homogeneous substance out of which atoms
are made and into which atoms transmit or
resolve their energy as the universal storehouse
of energy. The sun is recognized as the store-
house of energy for making atoms. Even atoms
are recognized as impermanent. Sir Oliver Lodge
even senses a different vehicle for mind than
physical matter.

Great and spiritual scientist that he is, he
fearlessly proclaims to the Western world that
the ether of space “is the primary instrument
of mind, the vehicle of Soul, the habitation of
Spirit. Truly it may be called the living gar-
ment of God.”

A truly great book by a great soul; a distinct
victory for eastern science, the eastern science
written in terms that the West must gc(]:;p%

The Great Message, by Prof. Albert van der Nail-
len. Published by California Press, San Fran-
cisco. Price, Cloth, 8200, through The Theo-
sophical Press.

The Great Message is transmitted by our old
friend, Prof. Albert van der Naillen (now ninety-
six years old), author of On the Heights of Hima-
laya and In the Sanctuary, “to give the world the
teachings, moral, ethical and spiritual philosophies
of the ancient Aztec civilization and absolute
brotherhood.” )

It is presented in the form of letters and mes-
sages given by “The Miracle Man” (a Cazique,
descendant of Aztec noblemen) to the Professor’s
son Edward,—a prosaic business man never inter-
ested in philosophy or psychic research — who,
while a mining engineer in Mexico, became very
well acquainted with a tribe of Maya Indians, his
kindness to the women and children finally win-
ning the hearts of the males.

These letters treat of Cabala (accent on middle
syllable), a word used by Caziques when they
speak of what is known among them as heaven,
the good; but the same word Cabala (accent on
first syllable) means just the reverse — evil forces,
influence, intrigue and the lowest plane of man’s
spiritual development. In Mexico, they are keep-















