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Capital Punishment

BRISBANE, who is the most widely read
editorial writer in America, has called
attention to a new movement by a group
of prominent men to abolish the death pen-
alty. He warmly approved it and. re-
marked that just as the world finally
stopped hanging children for stealing
trifles, it would some day abandon hanging
adults for murder. It is indeed gratifying
that prominent people have at last come
to the support of the crusade against this
lingering barbarism of legalized murder,
for when well-known and influential per-
sons endorse a thing the public begins to
think about it.

With national headquarters at Mont-
clair, N. J., the American Crusaders have
divided the nation into five zones with cen-
ters at Monteclair, Chicago, Nashville,
Tulsa, and Los Angeles. From the latter
place the announcement has gone out that
a huge petition is to be secured to place the
matter before the voters in California in
November and that both names and money
for expenses are needed. The Secretary-
Treasurer is Mrs. Ida Brokaw, 5947 Holly-
wood Boulevard. In case the movement
cannot gather sufficient momentum for the
autumn election, the work will be only

slightly delayed but by no means aban-
doned.

°Probably all Theosophists are in favor
of the abolition of the death penalty which
seems to be a violation of the first prin-
ciple of the Theosophical Society — the
spirit of brotherhood. It is to be hoped
that all who feel that the world will be a

better place in which to live after capital

punishment has disappeared, will rally to
the support of the American Crusaders in
this humanitarian work. If California
leads, other states will undoubtedly follow.

A Word to the Wise -

THE number of Indians coming from the
Orient to America seems to be increas-
ing. Some of them are doing good work
and some bad. Theosophists ought to be
able to discriminate between the two, but
apparently some of them are not. It does
not require much knowledge of the prin-
ciples of the philosophy to know that
Hatha Yoga practices are dangerous and to
be avoided. Attempts to arouse the solar
plexus have already led to some tragedies
among our members. C. W. L. once re-
marked to a group of members, “It would
be much better not to know you have a
solar plexus.” I personally know of one of
our members who reached a padded cell in
less than a month after setting out to be-
come quickly clairvoyant and another who
fell dead during a “sitting,” and both were
young and in good health before they took
up the practice. The moment any teacher
begins to talk about trying such things,
well-informed people who have any regard
for personal safety will depart.

“Best Sellers” in Theosophy

P-ROBABLY it would greatly interest our
readers to know what theosophical books
are the “best sellers” as the phrase goes in
the book world. Here is the order in which
the older and established bound books sold
during the year ending June 30, 1925: First,
At the Feet of the Master, Krishnamurti;
second, Elementary Theosophy, Rogers;
third, Textbook of Theosophy, Leadbeater;
fourth, Popular- Lectures, Besant; fifth,
Light on the Path, Collins; sixth, Outline of
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Children’s Story—Grace’s Delusion

By Fravia MacKeNzie

A BEAUTIFUL sunny day in spring and a sweet-

smelling clover field away from the noise of
the city and the tiresome worries of the day is
most inviting. At least it was to Grace as she
came down the road one morning in May. And
just because it was so very inviting a moment
later could be seen a little path of down-trodden
clover running in from the side of the road but
not a sign of Grace. In the middle of the field
she sat where the clover was tall and here she
intended to think out many things which had
been buzzing around in her serious little mind
even as the little bees were buzzing around the
flowering heads of clover.

“Why should one have so many more things
to do than one could really have time for?” she
thought. “If I could only get all my work done
I would have so much more time to read. And if
I could read as much as I wished to, after a while
I would know everything and then I would always
do right.”

For had not people always told her when they
had done wrong that the reason was because they
did not know something or else they had forgot-
ten something they had already known. As she
had a very good memory as memories go she
came to the conclusion that right actions would
necessarily follow full knowledge.

As it was near the end of her high school term
she planned to spend all her summer vacation
reading and so acquire as much learning as pos-
sible for a good start. She would have an hour
or two to read before the rest of the family were
up if she would get up at the beginning of the
day. After breakfast she would prepare a little
lunch to carry with her and come out here to
this nice clover field for the day or over under
that. group of trees in the corner of the fenee
when the weather became too hot. First she
would read all the books in her own house, then
there was the public library and the school li-
brary, .then the books belonging to her friends.
She knew her teachers would be only too willing
to help her with anything she did not understand
and her industry would please them and bring
up her grades the next year.

The first morning of her summer vacation found
her stealthily dressing, then sitting by the window
with the first book on her list. She would have
much preferred going out to her beloved clover
field but it would be wet with dew this early in
the morning and she did not want to waken the
family by going through the house and outside.

When breakfast was called she had read four
chapters and was quite pleased with herself. .After
breakfast she went skipping down the road with-
out saying anything to anyone and was not seen
again till five o’clock. She told the family she
had been studying all day which pleased them
very much. They presumed she was going to try
to skip half a year in school next term.

The next morning as she was leaving the house
with her book under her arm her mother said:

“Grace, I am having the upstairs rooms cleaned
to-day and I expect you to do your own room.”

Of course Grace did not want to clean her room
and especially when she wanted to finish her book.
But, she put it away temporarily and planned to
have it done and over with in a hurry. Now the
general cleaning would not have taken her so
long but when she opened her bureau drawers
she surveyed what one would call & mess. When
it was time for lunch she was still sitting in the
middle of the floor surrounded by eclothes and
bureau drawers. :

“Ribbons in this pile, hankies in this pile,
stockings in this pile,” she droned. Also her
mending pile was growing alarmingly great in
size. When she had finished that day she had not
read a word but had decided it would save much
more time for reading if she kept her bureau
drawers neat all the time as her mother had so
often admonished her. )

hen she came in to dinner the next day her
older sister Jane said:

“Where have you been all day, Grace?”

“Oh, just down the road a way,” said Grace,
not wishing to tell exactly where for fear she
would be disturbed some day.

“Well, Miss Lucy called up and said she was
taking all the girls in your class on a botany
picnic to-day, but I couldn’t find you anywhere
to tell you, so they went without you.”

f course Grace was disappointed. She was
very fond of the study of botany and Miss Lucy
was the dearest teacher. She decided when she
went to bed she had not learned half as much
from her book as she would have from Miss

ucy.

One morning as she was walking down the road
to her favorite nook she met a little boy who, as
he had nothing better to do, trudged along beside
her as they talked.

“What’s your name?” asked the little boy.

“My name is Grace. What’s yours?”

“My name is James but 'most everybody calls
me Jimmie,” he replied.

“Gee, aren’t those pretty flowers over there!”
he exclaimed.

“Yes, they are. Do you know what kind they
are?” asked Grace for the sake of conversation.
She didn’t know herself.

“They look like flax to me,” he said. “That’s
what they make into linen.”

“Why, how did you know that?” asked a very
much surprised Grace.

lf‘%h, I learned that in kindergarten,” he re-
plied.

“Then I suppose you will start to school next
year and learn a lot more things,” said Grace.

“Oh, yes, that’s what mother says,” said Jim-
mie. “But, you know, I will soon be through with
school for I know almost everything now.”

“But you can’t read or write or work with num-
bers,” argued Grace.

“Oh, I don’t have to read and write for I can
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The Atlanteans

IT is a matter of interest to Theosophists that

so prominent a daily as the Boston Globe
should print the following: )

ff the coast of Tunis in the southern Mediter-
ranean Sea, five fathoms down, are the ruins of

a submerged city of some remote and mist-
curtained antiquity. Sea divers say that fish
swim in and out of its crumbling doorways and
brush its walls—walls festooned with streamers
of kelp which fluctuate with the sluggish cur-
rents in these sea-green deeps.

This discovery has been announced by a young
French archzologist who directed the excavations
of ancient Carthage under the authority of the
French government.

. Did some prehistoric cataclysm engulf an en-
tire civilization in that region neighboring the
African coast? Egyptian priests told Solon that
~ westward of the Pillars of Hercules (Gibraltar)
there had been, 9,000 years before, a continent
called Atlantis, as large as Asia Minor and Libya
put together, whose armies had conquered every-
thing up to the Nile, whose arts and sciences were
unexcelled, and that the sea had overwhelmed
it. Plato repeats the story in his Timeus, and,
later, in his Critias, sketches the history of the
ideal commonwealth of the Atlanteans. How far
this last was an invention of his own, and how
far it was compiled from authentic sources now
lost (for Plato, too, is thought to have visited

Egypt) remains conjecture. The Arabian geog-
raphers, men of no mean learning, believed the
legend, and it recurs persistently in the historic
sagas of widely various peoples: “The Blessed
Isles” of Greek mythology, the Welsh “Ava-
lon,” and the lost Breton city of Ys—to name
but three. The credibility of the legend, often
questioned, has often been admitted, even by
such congenital skeptics as Montaigne and Vol-
taire. .

But the most pointed and ironic form of the
myth is that which comes to us from the ancient
Hindu scriptures. There it is taught that the At-
lanteans were a people who had developed ex-
traordinary psychic powers, both of the mind and
of the intuitions, powers at which we daylight
souls of the Western Hemisphere are only of late
beginning to catch glimmerings. The Atlanteans,
so run these ancient legends of India, misused
these powers by exerting them for personal and
selfish purposes. This misuse so threatened to
demoralize the whole human race that forces
outside of earth life intervened and destroyed the
presumptuous and offending race in such a cat-
aclysm of nature as man has not known before
or since and which so seared itself into the mem-
ory of the race that it lingers on age after age
in dim legends of Deluge and Earthquake which
will not erase from the ancient sagas of elder
peoples.

Christmas Cards

N artistic and effective way of spreading theo-
; sophical thought is by sending your friends
the Christmas cards offered by The Theosophical
Press. In addition to the card bearing Madame
Blavatsky’s theosophical ideal, six thousand of
which were distributed last year, the Press is
offering Card No. 1, which has our emblem em-
bossed in colors, and bears the following inspiring
message from the greatest woman in the world,
Dr. Annie Besant:
“A resolute will and a devoted heart, lighted by
knowledge, will conquer all in the end and will
reach the supreme goal. To rest on the law is

one of the secrets of peace, to trust it utterly at

all times, not least when the gloom descends. No
soul that aspires can ever fail to rise; no heart
that loves can ever be abandoned. Difficulties
exist only that in overcoming them we may grow
strong, and they only who have suffered are able
to save.”

A narrow gold border completes the card. In-

cluding envelope, it is offered at six cents in lots
of twenty-five.

As some people prefer to write a greeting which
they feel is particularly appropriate to each friend,
a plain card, No. 2, is also obtainable. It has noth-
ing on it but the emblem, embossed in colors, and
the gold border. It is supplied complete with en-
velope at the same price as Card No. 1.

Most: of our members are familiar with Card
No. 3, but for those who are not, we will say that
it has the theosophical emblem embossed in
colors, gold and blue border, and Madame Bla-
vatsky’s theosophical ideal, “A clean life, an
open mind, a pure heart, an eager intellect,” etc.
Price is the same as the others.

Purchasing agents in all the Lodges will have
samples of these cards and to save yourself dis-
appointment, order your Christmas supply now.
If you are not in touch with a Lodge, order direct
from The Theosophical Press, 826 Oakdale Ave-
nue, Chicago.

In all the world there are only two kinds of people — those who know, and those who do
not know; and this knowledge is the thing which matters. What religion a man holds, to
what race he belongs — these things are not important; the really important thing is this
knowledge — the knowledge of God’s plan for men. For God has a plan and that plan is
evolution. When once a-man has seen that and really knows it, he cannot help working
for it and making himself one with it, because it is so glorious, so beautiful.

—At the Feet of the Master.
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Headquarters Building and Activitiés Fund

1925 Convention Subscriptions — (continued)

Brought Forward ............. $76,795
Mr. Jos. A, McCloud ......... .. 100
George E. Pickett .. .. 100
Dr. G. R. Peckinpaugh . 100
J. H. Talbot ........... .. 100
Mrs. Ella B, Williamson .................... 100
Mrs. Agnes Moffett .........ocvevveeiennn., 100
Miss Julia K. Sommer ...................... 100
Mrs. M. S. Mahurin ..........co0ovvevivnnn... 100
Miss Ila Fain ............ .. 100
Mr. and Mrs. E. Kiernan .. 100
Mr. Loui Liebert ....... .. 100
Miss Elma Van Houton ..... .. 100
Miss H. Pearl Martin ...................... 100
Mrs. Clara M. Severance 100
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Thornquist ............. .. 100
Miss Jessie C. Burgess .........coovvvuunnns 100
Miss Leah L. Glanfield .. .. 100
Miss Hannah Johnson ..... .. 100
Dr. Geo. B. Lake ......... .. 100
Mrs. Josephine H. Williams ... .. 100
Mrs. Clara F. Gaston ....................... 80
Miss Marie Poutz ..........couuunuenennnn.. 50
Mrs. Fred A. Neil ......................... 50
Mrs. Hattie Phillips ....................... 50
Mrs. Margaret H. Gross 50
Miss Mary Montz .... 50
Miss Martha Roberts .. o 50
Z. BE. Buzzell ............0iiiiiniiininann.. 50
Mrs. O. M. Lake .........cccvuunennunnnnnn. 50

Mrs. Theresa McLean ...............cocu0.nn 50
Lyle R. Chubb ...........cc.iiiiiiinnennnns 50
Miss Eudora Morey ... 50
Miss Lenora J. Harris . 50
Mrs. Irene Gaines .. 50
Mrs. Ellen D, Wilson .......... .. 50
Miss Verna Lewandowski ................... 50
Mrs. Estelle E. Eshbach .............0.00... 50
Miss Ellen Rudebeck 50
P.S.Temple .......ouiiiuitiiinnennnnnnnns 5C
Mrs. Nellie M. Meyer 5C
A Friend ..... e .. 50
Dr. Grant Craig ...... .. 50
Miss Maud L. Cochran ..................... 50
Miss Annie S. King ...........civiiininn., 50
Miss Delphine M. Steger ............covvu... 50
Miss Eva Minnich ...... 30
Mrs. Julia Foy Davis .. 30
Dr. Julia D. Godfrey .. 25.
Mrs. Helen Segner .... 25.
Miss Katherine Lurman 25.
Glendive Lodge ......oieriniiiniieiinnn.n 25
Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Dulgeroff ................ 25
Mrs. Mabel C. Lattan ...................... 25.
Miss Emily M. Schott ...................... 25.
0. C. Woerner ....... ..

L. Siebke ...........

Mrs. R. L. Toenges ...

Total

Theosophy Abroad

Austria—Since 1922 the Theosophical Frater-
nity in Education in Austria has been successfully
operating a children’s boarding home in the pic-
turesque hills near Vienna. The latest educa-
tional methods are employed, pupils are encour-
aged to study practical housekeeping and garden-
ing, thus avoiding a one-sided intellectual train-
ing, and special attention is given to musie.
Vienna being one of the greatest musical centers
in the world offers unusual opportunities in that
field. Children over ten years of age are ac-
cepted. Complete information may be obtained
by addressing M. John Cordes, Vienna, IV,
Theresianumg, 12, Austria.

China—Six years ago the first theosophical
Lodge was organized. Now there are six active
Lodges in three important cities with a new cen-
ter in process of formation and development.
Not having sufficient literature in the Chinese
language and no adequate Chinese leaders makes
the work of bringing Theosophy to the Chinese
people an arduous uphill climb. Miss Arnold,
President of Shanghai Lodge, and godmother of
many other worthy activities, has started the
Besant School for Girls where high-grade educa-
‘tion may be put within the reach of the Chinese
who do not care to send their children to sec-
tarian missionary schools. Mr. A. Horne, Hon.
Manager of the China Publication Fund, past
president of Shanghai Lodge, is in America for
a few months, located at 730 Twenty-Third Ave-
nue, San Francisco, California. He writes \that in
one month 1400 copies of Dr. Wu’s works on
Theosophy have been sold by the Shanghai
Lodge alone. This volume is a compilation of

four books in one: Dr. Wu’s Qutline of Theos
ophy, his Dialogues on Theosophy, Mrs. Besant's:
Elementary Lessons on Karma and their official
Information for Inquirers. Mr. Horne expresses:
his deepest gratitude to the American Lodges and
individuals who contributed to the China Publi-
cation Fund about a year ago and sends his earn-
est entreaty for further support of theosophical
work in China. Those interested may write to
him at the San Francisco address above given.

England—While Dr. Besant is in London on.
political business connected with India’s Com-
monwealth bill, she is delivering lectures weekly
until October 18, at Queen’s Hall, on “World
Problems of To-day.”

Humanitarians will welcome the news that a
special society opposed to blood sports has
been formed in London. It is the League for
Prohibition of Cruel Sports, located at York
House, Portugal Street, London, W. C. 2. The
principle underlying the object of the League is
that it is iniquitous to inflict suffering, either di-
rectly or indirectly, upon any sentient animal for
the purposes of sport. A number of leaflets have
been printed and may be had at small cost.

Spain—The Spanish Section has taken a large
tract of land in Valencia. A Lodge has been
formed as a nucleus for the center and mem-
bers of the Spanish Section are looking for-
ward to making this a great center for national
headquarters for Spanish-speaking Theosophists.
The name of the Lodge just chartered is “El
Alcait” which means in Arabic “The Height.”
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channels. of interstate and foreign commerce were
to be closed to the products of child labor. A test
case—Hammer vs. Dagenhart—went to the United
States Supreme Court and the law was declared
unconstitutional. In 1919, as a part of the reve-
nue act of 1918, Congress again tried to curb the
use of child labor by taxation. In 1922, in the
case of Bailey vs. Drexel Furniture Co., this law
too was declared unconstitutional by the Supreme
Court.

If the Constitution of the United States does
not permit the passage of legislation safeguarding
children in our increasingly complex industrial
system, then, according to some devoted students
of child welfare, there should be a constitutional
amendment, enabling Congress from time to time
to legislate in their interest. Congress has voted
to pass such an amendment, known as the
Twentieth Amendment—an enabling act only,
mind you, not a law in itself—and it is the rati-
fication of this amendment by the several states
that is causing so much argumentation. Thirty-
six states must ratify before the amendment is
finally adopted. Ranged on one side are the many
agencies pledged to a better industrial and social
order, and on the other are the National Manu-
facturers’ Association, with the various publica-
tions devoted to its interests, and also those
groups who opposed woman suffrage. With them,
but certainly not of them, will be found a number
of genuinely good people who hold that the
Federal Constitution should not be tampered
with, and others who believe firmly in states’
rights.

Literally hundreds, if not thousands, of articles,
leaflets and books have been written pro and con,
and it is certainly a pleasure to know that a mem-
ber of the Theosophical Society, Julia E. Johnsen,
of New York, has made dvailable the finest com-
pilation of facts and arguments on both sides that
it has been my privilege to see. Child Labor is
arranged as a speaker’s or debater’s handbook—
first an outline of arguments, affirmative and
negative; then a comprehensive bibliography, fol-
lowed by selected articles from the best authori-
ties, reflecting all the many viewpoints. Space per-
mits but few quotations. Here is a thought from
Miss Johnsen’s introduction:

“The problem of the child in industry is distinet
from the problem of adults in one factor; it has
the additional and vital problem of immaturity.
‘Wages, hours of labor, conditions of work, over-
strain, environment are a common condition of
child and adult workers alike. The economic bene-
fits of the work of children, real or apparent, to
the child himself, to those around him, and to in-
dustry, heretofore seemingly of paramount im-
portance, have long tended to obscure the only
real considerations that should govern a benefi-
cent civilization in its progress as concerns its
relation to children, the consideration whether ex-
posure to any influence may help or check the
child’s development, whether the way is clear for
the attainment of the full spiritual, mental, and
physical heritage of the child, and through the
child of the nation and of civilization itself.”

From Child Labor in England by William F.
* Willoughby we get a picture of the transition from

home work to mill work. “Present Situation in
Child Labor” is reprinted from the Congressional
Record and gives us actual figures. From the
writings of Jane Addams, Hull House, Chicago; of
Owen Lovejoy, National Child Labor Committee;
of Grace Abbott, chief of the Children’s Bureau,
United States Department of Labor; and of many
others, the reader can grasp the seriousness of the
problem as well as its intricacies.

Those who oppose the ratification of the Child
Labor Amendment of course never say that they
do so because they want children to run their
machines at a lower wage than would be paid a
grown-up. The arguments they do make are ex-
ceedingly interesting. And then there are those
really sincere in their opposition to too many
constitutional amendments.

Every Theosophist who wants to keep pace with
what’s going on in the nation’s life should be
posted on the whole child labor situation, and
Miss Johnsen’s handbook is one of the shortest
and surest pathways to that knowledge. G.W.

New Territory and Advertising Fund

AUGUST PAYMENTS

Mrs. Jessie ThompPSON «..ovevereeeennaaaass
Mrs., Katherine Olark ............co0uvnen
Judge William E. Hayley
Colonel T. B. Merrill ........ci0vivvnnnenns
Dr. and Mrs. C. E, Booth . ..
Miss Anna Farmer ....... .
Miss Dahlia M, Galgier ... e
Wilfred C. Sigerson ..........ceeeeeeueacns
J. D. Houser
Miss Margarete Miklau .........cc00vvuvnnn
Lieut. Devereux M. Myers .. .
Dr. E. C. Boxell ...........

Mrs. Marjorie D. Myers .
Mrs. Hannah B. Stephens
Mrs. Harriet P. Warner
Robert McClure

Publicity Donations for August

Glendive Lodge ....c.ievveiivniriiniiinnanan 5.00
Miss E. G. Hubbard and Lucy I. Schaefer...... 5.00
Long Beach Lodge ........civievveneeennnnae 3.00
Southern California Federation .............. 10.25

. ithin ..o e 2.560
Gulfport Lodge .... .. L.80
I. W. Leatherman . 1.00
Lottie Patterson .... 5.00
Pacific Lodge ....covvviirenirennnerononnnns 3.00
Cincinnati Lodge 1.00
Decatur Lodge .......covvvivenenrrnannnnes 1.00
H. P. Goertzen ..... 1.00
A Friend ............ .40
Mrs. Irene G. Outlaw 1.00
Mrs. Ethelyn Johnston ..............c0ouvnn 1.00
Mrs. Clara M. Severance ...........cooouvue.n 2.00

Tree Owners

Purchasers of trees in the Wheaton grove whose
names have not been previously published will be
listed in the next issue of THE MESSENGER.

Found

Three gold pins at Convention. Address Secre-
tary-Treasurer.










