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those around him, stimulating their inner growth
and development. To be in his presence is to
feel the influence of the Masters at every
moment of the day, and just as the sun ripens
the growing corn, so does the inner God grow
in the presence of one whose life is a reflection
of that inner divinity.

There are many to-day whom one may hear
deploring the fact that the Theosophical Society
is dead and almost ready to be buried. I wish
I could bring these pessimists’ face to face with
the group of young Theosophists who are growing
up round Bishop Leadbeater in this Sydney
center. The sight of these fine young people,
drawn from many nationalities, would restore
their optimism. We need have no fear for the
future of our beloved Society when such boys and
girls are coming forward in large numbers, fired
with enthusiasm and trained by such a great
teacher, fitting themselves to carry on the work
of the Theosophical Society in the world.

Let me attempt to describe the community
which has been established at Mosman—about
eight miles from the city of Sydney. The Manor
is situated on a hill in the heart of the bush, and
for miles on each side of it is government reserve,
which cannot be built upon. The windows look
out over the beautiful harbor, with its constantly
changing effects of sunlight and color. Of the
Manor itself it may be said that it seems to have
been designed on purpose for the comfort and
convenience of its present occupants, with large
rooms, wide corridors, broad verandas, and
plenty of windows. But the beauty of life in this
community is of the inner planes.

Fifty-three people of different ages and nation-
alities are living in the Manor, and I must say
that the experiment seems to be answering well,
if one may judge from the spirit of harmony and
friendliness which pervades the atmosphere. This
is primarily due, of course, to the fact that
Bishop Leadbeater lives in the Manor, and is the
center and source of its inspiration. I do not
suppose it would be possible to promote quite the
same spirit of unity in any community of people
that were not held together by some great ideal,
and the success of the experiment affords testi-
mony to the power of Theosophy. In the Manor
we have the additional help of the daily ad-
ministration of the blessed sacrament, and surely
no means could possibly be devised by which
the sense of unity could better be realized, unity
not only on the physical plane, but unity of
that more real world of the unseen. Perhaps

there is nowhere in the world where one can
so fully realize what religion may mean than in
this place where the sacraments are administered
by an occultist, and where knowledge of the
inner truths symbolized goes hand in hand with
devotion and the spirit of consecration.

For the young people there are many meetings
of different characters. While the right vibra-
tions of the day are set in motion by the morning
eucharist, the work of the day is, as it were,
gathered up and reconsecrated in the evening
by the marvelous benediction service.

On Sundays and Thursdays services are held in
the church of St. Alban in Sydney, and the whole
community takes itself over the harbor by means
of a ferry-boat service.

On Monday evenings there is a household
meeting, when we gather together and either read
a chapter from Bishop Leadbeater’s new book,
The Masters and the Path, or he himself talks
to us. These evenings are very happy and help-
ful and increase the sense of being one big family
gathered round an elder brother, indescribably
dear and honored. ’

Like the President, Bishop Leadbeater has
learnt the secret of eternal youth, and young
people feel as much at home with him as if he
were one of themselves.

I have dwelt on the life at the Manor, because
that is the center of the whole work that is being
done in Australia. It 1s here that the spiritual
life is being intensified and called forth for the
helping of the whole world. But in Sydney it-
self there is a very fine Lodge with a big hall of
its own, where the Sunday evening meetings are
generally crowded with an interested and atten-
tive audience. Furthermore, Sydney is the head-
quarters of the Australian Section of the T. 8.,
and is therefore the official center of the move-
ment, from the administrative point of view.

It is difficult by words alone to convey any
sort of realization of what this center already
is, and still less of what it is likely to become
in the future. So much of the work is done
from within, and it is hard at all times to speak
of inner spiritual experiences; but some day,
when those who have felt their spiritual life
intensified through contact with Bishop Lead-
beater, come forth into the world, let us hope
that by the added power which has accrued to
them here, and by increased activity of service,
they will be able to express in a way far better
than words can ever do what they have learnt
at this center of peace and blessing.

The Spiritual Side

If there be a gathering of people who are all
under the influence of devotion, all bent for the
time being upon nobler and higher thought, such
a gathering offers to the Adepts an wunusual
opportunity, of which They will straightway make
use, since it forms a focus which They can employ
as a channel for spiritual influence. When people
are scattered and living in their homes, they are

like a number of separated lines down each of
which but a little force can flow, but when
they come together at a meeting, it is as though
these were combined -to make a kind of pipe
through which a much greater flood of blessing
may be poured than the sum of what could
descend through the separate lines—The Masters
and the Path.
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Convention Arrangements

MORE time and thought are being given
to Convention arrangements this year
than ever before in the history of The
American Theosophical Society. The plan
is to give those who attend more at less ex-
pense than in the past.

The first item in the count is the change
to a south side location. This will not be
quite so convenient for Chicago members,
but no good Theosophist will complain
about a plan of equalization which gives
members from a distance some of the ad-
vantages. In the matter of conventions
Chicago members have been favored ex-
ceedingly. For three successive years they
have been saved the expense of going to
another city to attend conventions. Most
of them thereby not only save the time
and cost of railway travel but also remain
in their own homes during convention and
thus avoid hotel bills. Out-of-town mem-
bers, however, must pay both and the plan
this year is to reduce the cost of both. By
having the convention on the south side we
will reduce hotel expenses for out-of-town
members by a total of at least three thou-
sand five hundred dollars. Rooms without
bath are one dollar a day less, those with
connecting bath are one dollar twenty-five
cents a day less and those with private
bath show a corresponding reduction.

This careful planning to excel the past
conventions has also been extended to the
program. First class music, both vocal and
instrumental, has been engaged. Lectures
to members by distinguished Theosophists
will be the central feature. Besides the
chief lecturer we shall also have Dr. Weller
Van Hook, Mr. Fritz Kunz and Miss Dora
Van Gelder, another of the C. W. L. pupils
recently arrived in the United States. Mr.
Wm. J. Heyting will, of course, also be
there. With several “stars” of first and
second magnitude the Convention will be
“an event” in our theosophical history.

One very great improvement this year
that becomes possible by taking a south
side location is the hall. At the last two
Conventions we were crowded into a hall
that was both too small and very noisy.
When Mr. Jinarajadasa was lecturing one
evening we were separated from a hilarious
banquet gathering by a thin temporary
partition and many members had great
difficulty in hearing what our lecturer said.
This year we have the beautiful Midway
Masonic Temple with the use of several
fine halls with space enough and to spare.
Also there are wide corridors, committee
rooms, rest rooms and special arrangements
{)or the convenience and comfort of mem-

ers.

Another advantage of the south side lo-
cation is that our out-of-town members
who desire to make a summer vacation of
the convention trip can prolong their stay
at the hotels at the same special rate per
day and they will have shady Jackson
Park on one hand and sandy lake beaches
on the other.

Last year we failed to secure the neces-
sary two hundred fifty certificates show-
ing the purchase of railway tickets to Chi-
cago that would entitle the holders to one-
half fare returning home. This year we
are carefully canvassing the Lodges in ad-
vance to secure assurances from members
who intend to come to the Convention and
by the appointment of a Convention Agent
in each Lodge the whole matter is made
very definite. This precaution will un-
doubtedly give us the required number of
certificates.

In general the program will not differ
greatly in broad outline from past conven-
tions, but it will all be new in detail.
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an escape from Bedlam to tranquility.
Only those who have worked here can un-
derstand the handicaps under which we
have labored during the past four years.
Although we expanded the present build-
ing to occupy the entire space of the lot,
there is “hardly room enough” as one of
our members put it, “to lay down a lead
pencill” The stocks of new books contin-
ually coming out have gradually filled

every nook and corner. Shelving has been

put in all available space and passageways
have been “double decked” so that over-
head space can be utilized. From the base-
ment upward every possibility of storage
has been searched out, yet we must some-
how manage to live here another year.
The congestion in the offices is nearly in-
tolerable. Bookkeepers must work in the
same room with three stenographers ham-
mering typewriters or taking dictation and
with telephone conversations going on.
Three presses, and sometimes four, are
running in the basement, while linotype,
folding, cutting and stitching machines
add something to the confusion. My
secretary’s “office” consists of a type-
writer desk, telephone and file cabinets
in the northeast corner of the bindery
and occupies a space of exactly five by
seven and one-half feet, but concentrated
there is a volume of business that in-
cludes every phase of the Society’s ac-
tivities except the collection of dues and
the keeping of the records. As this “office”
holds but one person I sit on the edge of
the nearest substantial thing to examine
that part of the business that must be re-
ferred to me or to dictate letters. These
are signed on the nearby bindery table
where I am now writing. The bindery is
on the second floor with windows on the
alley. Constantly passing below is a pro-
cession of shouting fruit venders. At this
moment two rivals are bawling together in
.voices that could easily be heard several
hundred yards. They will barely have
passed with their load of melons until an-
other will come with berries, to be followed
by another with peaches and then others
with cherries, and so on through the day
with occasionally a newsboy or an old-
clothes collector. Meantime from the
“rooming house” separated from our build-
ing by not more than four feet comes an-
other phase of babel. A woman with a

rasping voice is scolding some employee
and seems to be anxious that everybody
in the neighborhood shall hear her. Sev-
eral children are playing in the narrow
space between the buildings and their run-
ning and shouting is so audible that it is
difficult to believe that they are not inside
our building. In a nearby house somebody
is finding amusement in a phonograph with
a bad record. Added to all this is the noise
necessary to certain operations in the room.
When the addressing machine starts up I
retreat to some other department and steal
a corner of somebody’s desk until the par-
ticular piece of work that drove me out is
finished. And thus we live and work. Do
you wonder that we are looking forward
with interest to a building with room
enough for all our growing activities, with
the printing plant in a separate building
and with grounds so extensive that it will
be impossible for even a dwelling house to
ever come near us?

Lodges and Lecturers, Attention!

ONE of the things which is particularly
annoying to Lodges and harmful to
the work is the “bunching up” of lecturers
so that from several of them a Lodge has
engagements offered so close together that
the lecturers almost tread on each other’s
heels; and then the Lodges find themselves
with no lecturers at all for several months.
In various ways that is unfortunate. No
Lodge can have several lecture courses in
close succession and properly finance them
—pay hall rent, advertising bills and give
the lecturer a reasonable sum for travel-
ing expenses and compensation. A still
more important thing is that only by rea-
sonable distribution throughout the lecture
season can the work be most effective in
results.

The problem of preventing this alternate
excess and dearth of lecturers is one that
must be solved in the common interest of
all concerned; but to find the remedy we
must first get at thé cause—a thing easier
to discover than to remove. The chief
source of trouble lies in the fact that since
our lecturers receive no guarantee of either
income or expenses they have to be left
free to go where they must go in order to
get money enough to continue in the work.
The natural tendency, almost the necessity,
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nous correspondence and maturing plans
for such future activities as the steady
growth of the Society may require. One
of those coming enterprises is a theosoph-
ical magazine for the public only, to be
sold on the news stands. The gradual
building up of our printing plant is a step
toward it. Another, and perhaps an even
more urgent one, is the establishment of a
theosophical training school at Headquar-
ters—a school for intensive practical train-
ing for both lecturers and would-be lec-
turers. With all of these things in hand it
is not difficult to see that Headquarters has
no time for colony experiments. As I see
the matter it isn’t a legitimate Headquar-
ters activity anyway. If anything in the
nature of a theosophical settlement comes
about at Wheaton during the present ad-
ministration it will simply be because The-
osophists are attracted there by the grow-
ing work to be done and by the facilities
of the library and training school and other
natural outgrowths of a national center.

The Evolution Trial

THE court procedure at Dayton, Tenn.,

popularly called “the monkey trial,” has
done more to spread a knowledge' of evo-
lution among the masses of the people than
the teaching of all the schools in a half cen-
tury. As usual the effort to suppress truth
has only spread the truth. Millions of peo-
ple, who knew little or nothing of either the
facts of evolution or the conflicting stories
of creation in the Bible, now know the es-
sence of what the scientists teach on evo-
lution and also know that Genesis has two
distinctly different stories of creation, in
one of which the vegetation of the earth
appears before the sun is “made.”

Of course everybody knew in advance
that the verdict of the lower court would
be against the evolutionists but there can
be no doubt about the Tennessee law being
nullified in the higher courts. Meantime
the educational value of the controversy is
incalculable.

When You Come to Convention

The following information will be useful

Caicaco RAILWAY STATIONS

If you arrive over the Illinois Central, Mich-
igan Central, Big Four, Chesapeake & Ohio, or
Chicago, L. 8. & South Bend Railways, it will be
more convenient for you to get off at either the
Fifty-Third or Sixty-Third Street Stations.

If you arrive over the New York Central,
Pennsylvania or Rock Island Railways, get off at
the Englewood Union Station.

If you arrive over the Erie, Monon, Wabash,
C. & E. 1., or Chicago & W. 1. Railways, get off
at Sixty-Third and Wallace Street Station.

If you arrive over the Pere Marquette or
B. & O., get: off at the Sixty-Third and Leavitt
Street Station.

A few minutes’ ride in a taxi will take you to
your hotel.

If you arrive over any other railroads than the
above it will be necessary for you to get off at
the main railway stations in the heart of Chicago.

]
Cricaco LocAaL TRANSPORTATION

To reach the Jackson Park district from the
center of Chicago, use the following means of
transportation: Taxi service, Jackson Park EI-
evated, No. 7 Bus Line, or Cottage Grove and
Sixty-First Street surface car. From any of these
get off at Cottage Grove avenue to go to Con-
vention hall, which is the Midway Masonic Tem-
ple, 6115.Cottage Grove avenue.

ArriviNGg AT CoNVENTION HALL

Unless your hotel is one of those close to Con-
vention hall, you will have the benefit of special
bus transportation at a nominal fare, and your
hotel clerk will give you detailed information as
to time schedule for this.

On arriving at Convention hall you will find
the Receiving Committee waiting to welcome you
beginning at 7:30 Saturday morning, August 22,
just within the entrance doors on the first floor.
Then will follow the usual procedure of present-
ing your membership card to the Credentials
Committee and registering. The registration fee
of $1.00 pays your share of the general Conven-
tion expenses. Get your badge, program, printed
folder of necessary information, etc., and your
time is then free until the reception at 8 o’clock
Saturday evening.

_Please remember that Chicago daylight-saving
lime is one hour faster than standard railroad
time.

Please send your name to us not later than
August 15, so that the proper preparation can be
made, and your name written on your badge.
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Over two hundred fifty members were reported
present. The Federation will back the small
Lodges in new territory in putting on public
lectures, and a plan is under way to unite the
various Lodge bulletins into a monthly organ that
will go to every member of the Federation. The
hope was also expressed that a permanent summer
camp ground mught be secured for the Federa-
tion Conventions.

It is customary with St. Louis Lodge to suspend
all activities during July and August but as the
Open Forum was started in July of last year, it
was decided to take a vote of the people present
at the June 26 meeting and let them decide the
question. After Mr. Luntz announced that lead-
ing The Forum was a pleasure for him and not
to be considered as work, the vote was taken, the
Tesult being that all but two present voted to
continue the meetings during July and August.
This speaks well for the leader.

The annual report of Besant Lodge, Seattle,
contains many items of interest. Quite a sub-
stantial reduction on the mortgage has been
made, the balance due on the piano was paid
by the Women’s Fund earned at bazaars, rum-
mage sales, dinners, etc., an increase in member-
ship over the previous year was shown, a lovely
garden has been made and twenty-six Sunday
evening lectures were held in addition to the
regular class work and members meetings. The
Lodge now owns property valued conservatively

at about $8,000, with an unpaid balance of $2,590
and furnishings valued at approximately $2,100.

On June 7, at a meeting in Battle Creek, the
Michigan Federation of Theosophical Lodges was
formed and the following officers elected: presi-
dent, Mr. E. Norman Pearson of Detroit; first
vice president, Mr. John A. Wallace, Grand
Rapids; second vice president, Mrs. Jessica

Hitcheock, Battle Creek ; secretary-treasurer, Mrs..

Bessie Finkbeiner, Lansing. Seven Lodges in the
state have endorsed the By-Laws and joined the
Federation, viz., Detroit, Grand Rapids, Battle
Creek, Lansing, Flint, Big Rapids and Saginaw.
The Battle Creek Lodge was pronounced a royal
host and the next meeting will be held in Lans-
ing on September 6.

Casper Lodge, Wyoming, has secured new and
commodious quarters and the opening or “house
warming” was held July 15. As entertainment a
burlesque of the “evolution trial” was put on
under the direction of Mrs. Mary A. Brynes. The
President, Mr. W.B.Fry, impersonated the de-
fendant Scopes. It was an evening of “fun and
laughter” and when the jury brought in a verdict
of acquittal the judge immediately cited them for
contempt of court and put them into the sheriff’s
hands, who seated them at the refreshment “table
loaded with good things to eat. The trial was
preceded by story telling by P. A. Burns and
poems of her own comiposition read by “Neal
Gallatin,” a Wyoming authoress.

News. Items

The Chivalry Round Table, New Orleans, gave
its full ceremony at the Unitarian Church during
the year, fifteen of the group participating.

A copy of Prosperity, a newspaper edited “every
once in a while” by Mrs. Maud Brunton, of Los
Angeles, has been received. It contained an in-
t((elx:esting article on “The Negro Question” by the
editor.

From the Secretary of the Anaconda Lodge,
Montana, comes an expression of appreciation of
Mr. Heyting’s lectures given in that city last May,
with the hope that he will be able to come for a
return engagement.

A member whose Lodge is contemplating issu-
ing a Lodge Bulletin requests the names and
addresses of the editors of similar publications
throughout the Section. Will Lodges please send
this information to Headquarters?

A little Star group in New York City, under
the leadership of one of our members, found out.
that there was more demand for literature on
Theosophy than books to fill them in the Forty-
Second Street and Fifth Avenue Library, so they
sent 14 of our best books. The acknowledgment

of the librarian in charge is most interesting. She
says: “It will be a great pleasure to us to be able to
supply more adequately the constant requests that
come to us for books on Theosophy. We are
greatly indebted for your cordial interest in in-
creasing our collection of books of such unusual
interest.”

There is no evidence that Mrs. Simons can
look into the future but the Correspondence
School’s new course on Christianity was wonder-

fully timed with the great agitation about the

Bible and what real Christianity is.

The Sir Truth Table of Inglewood, California,
plans to make picture scrap-books to illustrate
some of the King Arthur stories during the sum-
mer, and perhaps dress dolls and make wooden
toys for distribution to a children’s hospital next
Christmas time. The boys are talking of starting
a ball team that is particularly sportsman-like in
its ideals.

At Long Beach, California, recently, the title of
Mr. Heyting’s lecture “Man’s Place in Nature”
was changed to “Man’s Place in Evolution” with
the result that in spite of the heat the hall was
“packed to overflowing. All were wildly enthusi-
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Children’s Story---Thoughtless Invaders

By CarueriNe G. Ross

PART II

LATER the cheerfully lighted living room raised

their spirits considerably. When with much
stretching and yawning they announced their in-
tention to retire, it lacked fully an hour of their
usual bedtime.

Chalk and soot were produced in their bed-
room and their interest revived with the work
of “making up.” Above and below the eyes they
made black semicircles. The entire end of the
nose was blackened and the lips were surrounded
with a broad band.

It was 9 o’clock. In half an hour Uncle Cy
would fold up his paper, take off his spectacles
and go to the barn to see that the horses were
comfortable for the night, as was his custom.

With shoes in hand the two small figures
climbed softly out of a window onto the porch
roof and down the ladder to the ground. It was
a moonlight night, and, in order to avoid being
seen, they had to take a roundabout way through
the orchard to reach the barnyard.

How strange it looked out there at night. To
be sure they played around there all day and
knew every nook and corner by heart, but at
night in the moonlight it looked different. Great
dark shadows filled the sheds and the corners.
Scarcely a sound broke the stillness, except an
occasional stamp of a horse’s hoof. Altogether
there was a lonely, uncanny look about the place
that set their hearts beating faster and made
them talk in whispers. They reached the en-
trance and with trembling hands pulled open the
big door which creaked dismally on its hinges.
They slipped inside and stood close together
looking fearfully about. A great black figure
standing directly beside them slowly grew out of
the darkness. They started back in terror, but
remembered in the same instant that it was only
old Dolly’s harness hanging on a peg. There was
a rustle in the hay, and with a gasp they were
just turning to run when a plaintive “meow”
came from above them. Then they laughed and
that broke the spell.

“Oh, come on. What are we afraid of?” ex-
claimed Orville aloud.

“That’s what I say,” answered Ned. The sound
of their voices reassured them.

Orville advanced boldly into a dark corner
and began hunting for the stilts and sheets. Ned,
not to be outdone, went to try the trap door, and
even stepped out into the shed. As their eyes
became accustomed to the dim light the barn
seemed to lose its dark corners. The sheets were
brought out and the boys were soon busy wrap-
ring themselves, using one corner for a hood.

It took some time to get everything in readi-
ness, as they took turn about watching the house
through a crack. Finally Ned who was on guard
announced that all lights at the house were out.
The tall ghosts took their places just inside the
bin room door and waited breathlessly. They

waited five minutes—ten—fifteen! What could
it mean? Their feet grew tired standing on the
stilts. They climbed down off them and crept
to the crack again. The house was dark and
there was no sign of anyone moving about.
They began to feel uneasy. What if Uncle Cy
did not come out to the barn that night! Their
hearts quaked at the thought. The moon, too,
was under a cloud and it was dark for a moment.
A low roll of distant thunder shook the ground.
The bin room behind them looked like a black
hole. They disliked to go in there any more.
What should they do? |

Just then the porch door slammed with a bang
that could be heard plainly at the barn. That
was strange. Uncle Cy never closed a door that
way. Maybe he was in a hurry. Then the gate
slammed. The boys made a hasty scramble for
the bin room, forgetting their fear of a moment
before. Presently they heard voices approaching.

“They’re both coming,” whispered Ned ex-
citedly.

“Oh, good, good! So much the better. Won't.
they be scared, though!”

“And won’t they run! Ned smothered a laugh
in his sheet.

The voices drew nearer. The laugh suddenly
died on the boys’ lips. The voices were neither
Uncle Cy’s nor Uncle Robert’s.

“I guess they're hiding out here,” said one gruff
voice.

“Well, we won’t be long catching them,” said
the other voice with a grating laugh. .

The ghosts climbed tremblingly down off their
stilts for the second time and shrank back into
the friendly darkness of the bin room. Their
hearts seemed to stop beating for a moment, as
with wide, terrified eyes they watched the big
door swing slowly open. Standing in the full
light of the moon were two big men in long,
black coats and slouch hats. They paused a mo-
ment before entering, and as they turned their
faces toward the light the boys could see that
they wore black masks.

As if to make good use of the light, one drew
out a long, slender bladed knife and wiped it
off on a corner of his cloak, while the other care-
fully handled something that glittered. Then
they stepped inside.

“They say the boys always carry money about
them,” said one, craning his neck and peering
suspiciously up at the mow.

“That was a fine watch we got in their room,”
said the other, moving toward the hiding place.

“We didn’t have much trouble puttin’ the old
folks out of the way,” observed the first, sweep-
ing his knife around in a dark corner.

“Sh—Ilisten!” said the larger one,
toward the bin room.

Oh, how the boys longed for dark clothing
instead of the white sheets. They crouched close
to the wall. For a moment the barn seemed to

starting
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The matter of the atoms probably runs the
course of all matter in learning to respond to
more and more complex vibrations, thus becom-
ing fit to form vehicles for the highest entities.

E. W.Munson.

Question: (1) Is the Central Hindu College
of Benares connected with the theosophical Head-
quarters at Adyar? And if so, in which way?

(2) Can any Theosophist be matriculated there?
What. is the cost of matriculation and the condi-
tions? Would it be possible for me, in later
years, to go there to study Sanskrit and religion
alone without being obliged to take all the other

courses at the same time? Are courses given in
the vernaculars?

(3) Would a European degree of bachelor of

letters (or the equivalent) be considered a suf-
ficient requirement for admission there? M.S.
Answer: (1) The Central Hindu College has no
connection with the Theosophical Society. It is
now entirely an exoteric and rather worldly in-
stitution. Mrs. Besant happens to be on the
governing body but she cannot control its policy.
(2) I think a white Theosophist could be
matriculated there but I do not know the cost
and conditions. The Registrar of the college
should be addressed. I imagine you could study
Sanskrit and religion only, if you liked, but I do
not know whether there are any quarters where
a white woman could live.
(3) A European degree of bachelor of letters
would be quite sufficient for admission, I feel sure.
Frrrz Kunz.

Hints to

As the lecture season is now approaching
the following sent in by the president of a
Detroit Lodge is valuable. Both Lodges
and lecturers have their troubles and here
are some of the difficulties of the former:

Lodges are under a very deep obligation to
our national lecturers and should give careful
attention to every necessary detail in order to
obtain the maximum effect from the energy ex-
pended, for the sake of the work and in fairness
to the speaker. On the other hand, visiting
lecturers should realize that they can materially
assist by acquainting themselves with local
conditions and practice and, so far as is con-
sistent, by conforming to these. In order to be
concise and brief, I will list just a few of the
points I have in mind:

Punctuality. One lecturer insists upon starting
on time to the second. Another makes special
request that we delay five or preferably ten
minutes to allow all to get seated. Our own
practice is reasonable punctuality, allowing about
three minutes—not more—for possible errors in
timepieces, etc. 'We try hard to educate our
audiences to this. To depart from it makes our
efforts futile.

Lectures. One lecturer, not long ago, spoke for
two hours!!!!! Comment unnecessary!

Chairman. Visiting lecturers frequently ignore

[ecturers

or forget the presence of their chairman on the
platform and close the meeting. This has been

- our experience several times when really impor-

tant announcements regarding the local work were
in the chairman’s hands. The larger andiences
gathered by a national lecturer present a valuable
medium for spreading information regarding local
work, and it is unquestionably bad form for a
speaker to close his own meeting with the chair-
man present.

Questions. We have made an invariable practice
of allowing only written questions at our public
lectures, for the reason that experience has dem-
onstrated that verbal questions frequently lead
to arguments with members of the audience. Al-
though visiting lecturers have been advised of
this, they have often asked for verbal questions
after written questions have been answered. This
breaks our rule and makes the preservation of the
necessary dignity at public meetings more
difficult.

These are just a few of the points wherein our
visiting lecturers could render still more valuable
aid by closer cooperation with the established
practice of the Lodges which they visit. I should
be glad if you would give some publicity to these
suggestions. I feel sure that you will understand
they are offered in the most friendly way possible
and with one purpose only in view, i. e., that of
increasing the amount of good which can be ac-
complished through the efforts we are expending.

Young Theosophists’ Summer Camp

The first national camp will be held from
Saturday, August 29, to Monday, September 7,
ten days in all. The camp site is wonderfully
located on the shore of Lake Michigan, a few
miles south of Benton Harbor. There are cot-
tages and tents and a good kitchen. The daily
program provides for well-balanced work, inspira-
tion and recreation. Mr. Fritz Kunz, Mr. Heyt-
ing, Miss Dora van Gelder and other celebrities
will all be there. The cost is only $2.00 a day.
Apply now. Write to Freeman L. Hurd, 135 N.
Harvey avenue, Oak Park, Ill.

Tree Owners

The following have purchased trees at Wheaton:
Mrs. Harriet P. Warner, Red Oak ........... $ 15.00
Augusta Lodge, American Elm . . .
A Friend, American Elm ......
A Friend ........c0ciniiiinnann . R
Mrs. Edward Loeb, American Elm ........... 15.00
Glendive Lodge, Honey Locust ............. 7.00
Augusta C. Dingley, Linden ................ 19.00
Mrs. Lulu H. Rogers, Norway Maple . 25.00
Pacific Grove Lodge, Honey Locust .. 8.00
Mrs. Clara Lambert, American Ash .. 5.00
Santa Rosa Lodge, Weir's Maple ... . 10.00
Mrs. Louise Laine Blackmore, Linden 15.00
Mrs. Maud Ebert Ott, Silver Maple .......... 10.00
Bismarck Lodge, Silver Maple .............. 8.00
Lansing Lodge ......cevveevenieeeinanennns 25.00
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the other consisting of Julian, his sané and sincere
sister Weronika and his friend Carol while his
cousin Sebastyan tries to stand well with both
factions. “Hate Castle” is the name Lee gives
to the Polish home and he draws such a weird,
fantastic picture of the life lived there that one
sometimes wonders whether he is describing
sanity or madness.

The climax comes at the end of his visit in a
spiritual battle of his own soul between the
principles of good and evil, where he takes the
reader into the invisible to witness the struggle.
The entire book is written in a fascinating style,
the charm of which lies in the fact that the
spiritual is made so real that when the final
struggle has been recorded somehow the sharp
demarcation between the visible and invisible has
been reduced to the point where the reader feels
his comprehension of the infinite expanded to the
finite limits of incomprehension. H.K.C.

The edition of The Ghosts in Shakespeare, a
Study of the Occultism in the Shakespeare Plays,
by L. W.Rogers, has been a work of evolutionary
growth. It started with a small brochure in 1908

that dealt with four of the tragedies. A few years
later a larger brochure was issued in which two or
three plays were added. Both editions ran out of
print many years ago but constant inquiry con-
tinued to be made for the pamphlets. Finally Mr.
Rogers decided to produce a book on the subject
and when the manuscript, which dealt with the
chief plays in which interesting and instructive
occultism appeared, was nearly ready, the an-
nouncement appeared in our catalog; but at that
juncture other theosophical work demanded the
author’s immediate attention and nearly a year
passed with no opportunity to finish the book.
Taking it up again a few months ago, Mr. Rogers
decided that since the unavoidable delay had
occurred it would be well to take advantage of it
to extend the work still further and include every
phase of occultism that Shakespeare gave the
world in his complete works. That made a con-
siderably larger volume than was originally plan-
ned and explains why the announced price of
$125 in the catalog had to be changed to $1.50.
Being the only book on the subject in our theo-
sophical literature the Ghosts are meeting with a
gratifying reception.

Theosophical Plays

The following letter from a member of
New York’s newest Lodge should interest
some of our members:

Will you some day in the columns of your
paper call attention to the dearth of theosophical
plays and suggest this field as a most valuable
one from the educational standpoint, as well as
a lucrative one, for the exercise of any writing
gift among our membership. The time is ripe in
every way for the production of a great mystic
play or plays which contain theosophical teach-
ings. An appalling number of bad plays have
been produced and have failed in New York this
season. The public is weary of the badly written,
lurid stuff which- is being offered it. Yet nothing
better is being written. I read hundreds of manu-
seripts, hoping to find something worth produc-
ing, always to find my time and thought wasted
on stuff thrown together with no thought but
possible box-office returns from pandering to the
vile in humanity.

As founder and director with Walter Hampden
of the School of the Theatre, I hold the lease of
the Princess Theatre, one of the most charming
of the smaller New York theatres. There we are
playing daily, to audiences of high school stu-
dents, plays of high literary worth. We play to
fifty thousand children each year, trying in this
way to offset the evils of the lower class movie
and to teach an appreciation of the worthwhile
in art and literature. We are ready to produce
for the general public at night if we can find the
right plays. Surely we must have writers in the
society who can put their philosophy into enter-
tainment form. If such writers do not know
the theatre sufficiently well, we shall be glad to

aid them to develop into plays any material they
care to send us. The play is somewhere. The
higher powers will not overlook so great a me-
dium for the teaching, even if only by suggestion,
of theosophical truths. We will produce it. ‘Who
will be the channel through which it- will reach
the world? Crare Tree MAJOR.
Princess Theatre, W. 39th St., New York City.

Deaths

Mr. Joseph G. Gurley, Washington Lodge.

Mr. Ivar Hermanson, Section Member.

Mrs. Lulu Kindler, Bozeman Lodge.

Dr. Ida Layman, Besant Lodge, Tulsa.

Miss Marion McConaughy, Hermes, Philadelphia.
Mr. M. Reepmaker, Section Member.

Mr. Al. A. Rittenhouse, Paducah Lodge.

V. Loy Edwards, Crescent City Lodge.

Correction in Publicity Fund for April

Omaha Lodge should have been credited in-
stead of Helena W. MacCloud—$2.00.

In the Adyar Bulletin for June Dr. Besant men-
tions that “fifty-eight members left the T. 8. in
Ttaly because of the new persecution directed
against secret societies by the Mussolini govern-
ment. They must be extraordinarily timid, as the
law in no way touches the Theosophical Society,
which is a perfectly open Society. Mussolini
seems to have a trace of the Bolshevik in him in
his persecuting tendencies.
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main lines of his activities far more accurately.
And be it remembered that the laborious in-
vestigations culminating in these lives were pri-
marily that Alcyone might be the better known to
those who were responsible for his education—
inner and outer. What a different kind of educa-
tion children would be able to receive were ordi-
nary parents and teachers able to do for those in
their charge that which Dr. Besant and Bishop
Leadbeater were able to do in regard to Alcyone.
How much less crude and blundering education
would be. Well, we can’t. But when a couple of
people produce a work like this, we shall be well
advised if we spend our time rather in examining
the records from a psychological standpoint, striv-
ing to trace the growth of temperament, the evo-
lution of habits, the development of capacities,
the gradual transmutation of weaknesses, the in-
terplay of causes and effects, the science of friend-
ship, the effect of racial and national settings upon
the individual, and so on, rather than to question
at the outset the veracity of the whole story, es-
pecially when we have no means whatever of
coming to a conclusion. We may not say: “These
people are wrong.” We can only say we do not
know, and when we do not know we try to find
out, we explore, and the way to find out, to ex-
plore, is, for the time being, to take the asserted
facts for granted, and to see what conclusions they
lead to.

From my own experience, again, I venture to
assert. that The Lives of Alcyone provides ma-
terial of very remarkable significance to the
student ‘of human nature, especially if we are
able, after reading a “life,” to lie back in our
chairs, endeavoring to get behind the actual facts
themselves into their fundamental meaning.
“What does it all mean?” Let us ask ourselves.
Let us try, too, to see whether we cannot under-
stand ourselves better from the study of these
“Lives of Alcyone.” Let us be induced to wonder
about ourselves along these lines, subordinating
the specific incidents to the principles they ex-
press. We can relegate to the background what
Aleyone actually did, however profound its in-
terest from certain standpoints, who his relations
were, who his friends, what his successes, what
his failures and misfortunes, perceiving through
the individual forms the universal life, and thus

gaining immensely valuable lessons for ourselves
and for others in relation to whom we have some
responsibility of guidance or advice.

Let each of us ask: “How can The Lives of Al-
cyone help me?” The answer, I would venture to
prophesy, will be quite definite, and not a little
enlightening, directly helping us to that big-
heartedness which is the sign of a soul awake. The
book may repel those who walk about on crutches
and whose eyes are dim. But to those who are be-
ginning to walk, “having found their feet,” and
whose eyes are bright with the search for truth,
The Lives of Alcyone will prove an inspiration.

Theosophical Diagrams
SET OF TWELVE
(Size 17 x 22 Inches)

Explaining evolution of life and form, relation
of man to his bodies, the planes of nature, etc.
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INVALUABLE FOR GROUP STUDY
PRICE PER SET $3.00

The Theosophical Press

826 Oakdale Ave. Chicago.

PROXY

K~ow ArL MEN By THESE PRESENTS, that I, the undersigned, a member in good standing of

" the American Theosophical Society, hereby appoint

D R I I IR Y T AP R AP PR S A A

............................. with full power of

substitution in the premises, to be my proxy, to vote in my name in the thirty-ninth annual conven-
tion of the said Section to be convened in the year 1925 and in any adjournment or adjournments
thereof, and to act for me in said convention as fully as I myself might do if personally present,
hereby ratifying and confirming all that my said attorney and proxy may lawfully do by virtue hereof.

previous proxies are hereby revoked.
Given under my hand and seal this

Member of.....ccvevuvnnnnn.. feieereiaeas Lodge located at
(or state if Section member)..................... .

..........

........... day of............ciiiin....., 1925,
Ceeeneiiaienas TR TR R Ty PR N (SEaL)
(Write name plainly)

.......................................

................................................









