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and honored as messengers of Light and Joy. It is not you who live in obscurity, but
rather those who think themselves the salt of the earth. Your light is shining in their
darkness, and thus is the darkness giving way to dawn. At this moment of the dawning,
therefore, when you have good cause to rejoice at the signs of a bounteous harvest,
look back upon the figures of the Founders and their faithful comrades, and offer them
your reverent homage; for it is they who bore the brunt of the ridicule, the opposition,
the hatred, the persecution, which all Truth encounters, as from time to time it emerges
from its compassionate veiling to stand forth amidst an ignorance which so often would
destroy all that it cannot understand. They know Our gratitude. Show now your own
by nobly carrying on the work they so gloriously began. We lend to you again for fur-
ther inspiration and wise leadership your valiant President, Our consecrated representa-
tive in the outer world, Our cherished, dearly loved brother. For many years she will
remain among you and she will guide you—if you will—along the pathway We have
chosen for Our Society. You too love her dearly, and not many centuries ago you might
have followed her to death. Today you can follow her, not to death, but to the larger
life. Follow her, brothers. You can have no better guide than she, who for lives has
lived but to serve her fellow-men, who has suffered heroic martyrdom, who has endured
all the agony the world can sometimes in its frenzies inflict upon those who love it even
against its will. Be loyal to her, for so are you loyal to those great ideals which she so
magnificently embodies.

A second half-century of fine promise lies before you. We say to you: You have
the power to do more in the immediate future than any other body of men and women
has ever achieved before. We say to you: Within this next half-century you can make
Brotherhood a living reality in the world. You can cause the warring classes, castes,
and nations to cease their quarrelings, the warring faiths to live once more in brother-
hood, respect, and understanding. Make Theosophy a living force in your lives, and
through your example those class and caste distinctions, which for so long have bred ha-
tred and misery, shall at no distant time come to be but distinctions of function in the
common service of the nation-family and of the World-Brotherhood. Great alchemists
shall you be, if you will, transmuting ignorance into wisdom, hatred into active love,
suspicion into trust, separative pride into loyal comradeship. Great gardeners shall you
be, if you will, making of the world a garden of fragrant flowers, freeing the soil from
noxious weeds. Great elder brothers shall you be, if you will, protecting all younger than
yourselves, blessing them with your tender, wise, and strong compassion, giving ever
more as those to whom your compassion is due are more and more behind you on the
pathway of Life. Be very tender to little children, yet more tender still to all who err—
knowing little of the wisdom; and tenderer still to animals, that they may pass to
their next pathway through the door of love rather than through that of hatred. Cherish,
too, the flowers and trees. You be all of one blood, one source, one goal. Know this
truth and live 1it.

Support all work and movements in the outer world which stand for Brotherhood.
Consider less what they achieve, and more the ideals which they embody. Do not over-
value results achieved. Recognize generously all heartfelt effort, be the result what it
may, whether or not it harmonizes with your personal opinions and theories of life. Ap-
preciate deeply all honest endeavor, be the apparent effect insignificant or outstanding.
In our Lord’s good time even the tiniest buds of brotherly striving shall blossom into
marvelous flowers, shedding splendid fragrance. Concern yourselves with the motive
and with the earnestness. These are seeds for your cherishing. Our Lord Himself will
see to the harvesting. Trust in the Law. Cease to judge a movement, a cause, an opin-
ion, by the extent to which it appeals to you, satisfies you, or perhaps antagonizes you.
Examine rather the measure of its power to be of service to others in their need. Ac-
tively commend all sincerity and earnestness, be the forms these take, according to your
own personal appraisement, ugly or beautiful, congenial or jarring. Cease to be the slaves
of likes and dislikes. Ardently seek Truth and Light, and learn to follow them at all
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The Coming of the Christ

WE ARE living in a period of great events

and it requires a deal of thinking to
retain one’s perspective in the midst of
them; yet perhaps the greatest misfortune
that can befall any of us is to become
so immersed in the routine of material life
that great opportunities come and go un-
noticed.

Sometimes a thing is so remarkable, so
extraordinary, so foreign to all of our known
experiences, that it temporarily staggers the
mind and only by degrees can we become
adjusted to it. Very probably some of our
members are having just that difficulty with
the announcement of the Coming of the
World-Teacher in the near future.. I be-
lieve, however, that the difficulty will not
be great for those who are well grounded
in Theosophy and are therefore accustomed
to thinking their way deep into the prob-
lems of human evolution.

There is a curious thing about the intel-
lect: it is often the most skeptical, not
about that which it has not examined, but
about that which it best knows! For ex-
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ample, we most fully accept the fact that
an unseen world exists; but if one of us is
so fortunate as to catch a glimpse of it he
forthwith suspects his senses of playing
some trick upon him. We are perfectly
certain that clairvoyance is a fact in nature
but if one among us develops it, and gives
us the results of his observations, there are
those who have their doubts. And thus it
is about other things which are perfectly
reasonable and natural. Merely because
they are extraordinary many find it diffi-
cult to adjust their mental processes to
them.

It's a curious thing, but it’s none the less
true, that some who most firmly believe the
Christ came on a great teaching mission
some nineteen centuries ago will vehemently
reject the thought that He could possibly
come again now. If you were to say to
some people that many centuries ago in
Palestine cripples were cured and the blind
were made to see, they would reply, “Why,
of course.” But if you said to them that
the same thing was done in the next village
yesterday they would ask what you were
trying to “put over” on them!

There is absolutely nothing strange about
the fact that the World-Teacher will come
again soon. Indeed, it would be strange
if He did not! If, as every Theosophist be-
lieves, men and women evolve into Super-
men, and these Supermen direct the affairs
of the groping human race, and whenever
the time is opportune one of the greatest
among Them overshadows some suitable
person (or persons) in a physical body, as
the Christ overshadowed Jesus, then it
naturally follows that such a thing will oc-
cur when the world most needs it.

Aside from the founding of the sixth
subrace of our root-race, and all that may
be said for the argument on evolutionary
grounds, the condition of the world today
is in itself a sufficient reason for the Coming
of the Great Teacher. The late war un-
doubtedly played a great part in karmic
readjustments but what did it accomplish
for permanent peace? Are the factors
which cause wars—greed, envy, suspicion,
fear, etc.—less conspicuous than in the
past? We have had abundance of evidence
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A Message to the Members of the Theosophical Society

(Continued from page 195)

and We hope that, as time passes, a place may be found for Us in your midst. We are
content to wait your pleasure, for We can serve the world whether Our existence is rec-
ognized or not. Yet it is, perhaps, not too much to hope that the Theosophical Society, °
" Our Society as well as yours, may some day recognize Us as facts, and not merely as
plausible and logical theories. Some there are among you who know Us well, and whom
We have instructed to testify to their knowledge among you and in the outer world, in
the hope that more and more may cast aside the veils which blind them to the recog-
nition of Those Who love the world so well and Whose treasure house will open to all
who bear in their hands the key of Brotherhood. But We impose Ourselves upen none.
Those who so desire may seek alone, may tread alone their pathway; though We know
that there will come a time when they will have had enough of loneliness. We do not
thrust Ourselves where We are not wanted. Yet the world needs Us, and We could give
even more abundantly could We but gain a wider welcome. It is the Law that Our
Blessed Lord comes among you, be His welcome what it may, though even He may not
outstay His welcome. And only at long intervals, so far, has He been able to bestow
upon you the priceless benediction of His immediate presence in your midst. We have
to wait. So be it. Yet, if His welcome lasts, perchance grows, He may dwell long with
you, and the doors thus be flung wide open between Our world and yours, and between
other worlds and yours, that they may become one world, Ourselves restored to Our
natural place among Our younger comrades, and Devas and mankind be once more to-
gether in happy comradeship.

Believe with all your hearts in the triumph of the Good, the Beautiful, and the
True, and verily they shall prevail. Pursue ardently your ideals and they shall become
realities. Put away all that makes for separativeness—all harsh criticism, all sense of
proud superiority, all unkind judgment, all jealousy, all self-righteousness, all ill-will
—so0 shall you know the peace that passeth understanding and learn to use the power
that makes for righteousness. Thus shall you conquer the Kingdom of Heaven which
gladly suffereth violence, and Our Theosophical Society shall be the nearer to the ac-
complishment of that mission of Brotherhood to which We dedicated it half a century
ago. Step forward bravely to the goal, brothers. Fear not the obstacles, despair not in
face of temporary defeat. Have confidence in yourselves, as We have in every one of
you, for there is not one single member of the Society without a link with Us, or whose
help We do not need. Have We not chosen each one of you because We need you?
- You need each other, and We need you all. Be brave for Truth and Brotherhood, and
We shall be with you throughout the ages.

X

The Anniversary of the Theosophical Society was rendered memorable
by the reading of a Message received from an Elder Brother * * * The
T. S. once more finds itself “a body over the face of which broods
the Spirit from beyond the Great Range.”
—Dr. Annie Besant in The Theosophist
January, 1926.
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not been heard from this gave far more than
the necessary three fourths majority re-
quired.

Among the important pre-Convention
lectures were three on various religions. On
December 17, Prof. D. von H. Labberton
spoke on “Shinto—the Religion of J apan.”

The following morning Mr. H. C. Kumar
had for his subject “The Religion of Is-
lam,” and it was soon evident to the audi-
ence that he was a thorough student of the
Koran. He emphasized the fact that Mo-
hammed stressed the “ever-presence” of
the Supreme Being, taught respect for other
religions and the broadest tolerance (al-
though his followers had failed to always
live up to the teaching), belief in the in-
visible world and a spiritual hierarchy, re-
cording angels, a sevenfold heaven and hell,
that God sends messengers to all countries.
From the Koran (chapter 5, verse 48) the
lecturer quoted, “Unto every one of you I
have given a law.” “It had been thought,”
said the lecturer, “that the reference to
fighting the scoffers was an incitement to
persecution but it merely referred to those
who drove Mohammed out of Mecea.”

Dr. James Cousins delivered the lecture
the next morning, taking for his subject
“The Principles of Education.” It was a
most illuminating discourse in which the
fundamentals of the educative process were
thoughtfully analyzed. His precise and
comprehensive definitions remind one of
reading Herbert Spencer. Education needs
to be enormously broadened and looked at
from a totally different viewpoint, was his
central thought. ‘“Cosmocentric—relating
to the essential nature of the student as a
compendium of qualities inherent in the cos-
mos.” The gist of education was trained
expression—the coordination of the particu-
lar with the general—a placing of the
student in harmonious relationship to his
environment. That could be done only by
first knowing what 4s the student and the
environment. The absurdities and blunders
of present day education got a well-de-
served, caustic arraignment as the lecturer
proceeded but the criticisms were made with
infinite good-humor. In Dr. Cousins and
Bishop Arundale, Adyar has a pair of very
practical idealists in educational work.

Each day of the pre-Convention period
furnished one or more lecturers of a high
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order. Jethmal Parsram Gulraj took “Suf-
ism” for his subject. “Sufism,” he said, “is
the esoteric doctrine of Islam.” He thought
its keynote might be stated as “Know thy-
self.” Life, according to Sufism, consists
of two battles, the lesser with the exterior
world and the greater with the inner self.
Evolution is an essential in Sufism, the
“I” rising as mineral, vegetable, animal,
man,

The final lecture in this course at the
Ashrama was on “Problems in Europe”
by Mr. E. F. D. Bertram of Roumania.
If Theosophy is broad in matters of
religion and education it is no less so in
politics. The lecturer discussed in a very
impartial and detached manner the condi-
tions in modern civilization that led up to
the Great War and the various readjust-
ments that followed it. Governments, he
stated, are weak and greedy and each nation
wants to produce everything and market
it. He thought that, previous to the war,
the powers feared the rising tide of democ-
racy and its revolutionary tendency, but
that was only one thing which induced the
course that led to war. During the con-
flict, enormous profits were made in ship-
ping, in oil, in arms and ammunitions.
National debts increased excessively. He
estimated the war loss for France at from
one fourth to one third of her total wealth.
Peasants in various countries had gained,
however, in getting possession of the land.
In Hungary alone, about one million of
them had seized the lands of the aristoc-
racy. He regarded overproduction in all
countries as one of the sources of future
armed conflicts. Germany now proposes a
safeguard in a measure of reasonable con-
trol of the trusts with high compensation
to the captains of industry. The labor
problem, the lecturer thought, would have
to be solved by collective contracts between
the unions and the employers.

Dr. Besant referred to the audience under
the banyan tree where the main lectures
were given, as “thousands” and that was
speaking quite accurately. The number
registered was above twenty-nine hundred,
and the meetings were open to the public of
Madras. There is no way of knowing how
many non-members attended but on one
or two occasions it was announced that only
members would be admitted. Some meet-
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in rows, nearly all taking communion regardless
of sect, caste, race, religion, or anything else.
It was very remarkable, for there along side of a
Christian you would see a Buddhist, an orthodox
Jew, a Mohammedan, a Parsee, and even the
most orthodox type in the world—an orthodox
Hindu. I suppose nothing has ever been seen
like it in the world before. Great is Theosophy
that can thus make the lion and the lamb of all
religions lie down together! This has not only
taken place in a Christian Church, but the same
has taken place in the Hindu service; at the dedi-
cation of the Buddhist Temple; at the laying
of the cornerstone by Co-Masonic brethren of
these many faiths; at the Star Building; corner-
stone of the Jewish Synagogue, as well as the
Parsece Temple. Others to be built are structures
representing the religious houses of worship of
all the principal religions of the world; thus
making the true symbols of religious unity a per-
manent part of this wonderful Center.

What a marvelous binder of the hearts of all
people together, through religion, philosophy, and

social betterment, is this, our Great President!
‘When has the world ever before seen her peer—
the Peerless One of this, our day!

Noon, Adyar, January 5, 1926.

Well, Convention is over. Most of the folks
have gone and our little miniature city almost
looks deserted; but there is one thing that has
not gone, has not deserted us, and that is the
beautiful spirit of this lovely place. There is a
peace and joyousness here and friendliness all
round that is delightful—even the coolies smile
when they meet you on the walks. Naturally
this would be so, for everybody here lives in the
consciousness of the President, whose all per-
vading presence shines on all things and all
people here like a great benediction, and she
being full of peace and joy, love and happiness,
all the rest feel the same. What a radiant bless-
ing she is to this old world! Few have any con-
ception at all of how true this is.

The Masters’ Workers

By Frrrz Kunz

1 is often asked how we can insure that we are

cooperating with the Masters, not only broadly
but in details and constantly. The answer to
this is in several parts. '

1. Our efforts at best are puny. Until one has
thoroughly attuned himself to the atmosphere of
the Masters, he is likely to wander pretty far
afield, and waste endless energies in just butter-
fly fluttering. But when he to some extent un-
derstands the plan and can control himself, still
as a unit he is of little consequence. The inter-
mediate step is close cooperation with others of
like mind, for the Master is far more likely to
give guidance to a group than to an individual,
in a case where all are of approximately the same
not very advanced knowledge.

2. The plans of the Masters are colossal be-
yond our conception, commensurate with their
powers. This means vastness not only in terms
of time and space and energy involved but also
a difference in character and quality. They live
in worlds where thought units are of the nature
of calculus, vector analysis, quaternions, and the
like; where feeling units are like the glorified
humanitarianism of a Lincoln, a Ruskin, a Jesus;
where action-will units are like the schemes and
undertakings of a Cesar, an Akbar, a Shankara-
charya. We are like small boys poring over the
architectural plans of a Woolworth building, with
the kind consent of the draftsmen.

3. It therefore follows from the two.preceding
considerations that cooperation is essential and
must be combined with a sort of hierarchical
system of some kind or other. By this I do not
mean the surrender of a single bit of one’s own
judgment or initiative or purpose, but the full

recognition of our own limitations and the possi-
bility (to some of us proven fact) of more com-
plete knowledge by others.

4. It then finally needs to be asked: “How
can we tell.who knows?” There is but one test:
Search out those who have served long and faith-
fully and whose lives prove that there is a great
purpose; and test to see which of those are
banded together by that single great purpose.
Where this union of Noblemen exists, there the
Masters must be.

There are plenty of self-seekers about who aim
to form their own school and circles. They may
do good work, but it is not the real work of the
Master. Let them go their way in such happi-
ness as they can find in illusions of self-assertion.
We are bent on another thing, a common work
infinitely higher, infinitely bigger than ourselves.
The work itself is so vast that in comparison
there is no first or last among the workers, with
but a very, very few exceptions in the case of
those few who have grown to be spiritual Titans
and still linger among us. Except for them, the
hugeness of the work dwarfs us all to the same
stature. A recognition of this is the first step
in the right direction. Sincerity, earnestness, a

constant struggle, loving' cooperation will insure
the rest.

WAR OUTLAWED

_War between Sweden and Denmark was defi-
nitely outlawed by an unlimited arbitration treaty
between the two nations recently signed in Stock-

holm. A similar treaty has b =
tween Sweden and Noxyway. cen concluded be
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would have to transcend the limits of its legiti-
mate province, but many of its ablest exponents
regard this as a logical inference based upon the
accepted data. For the untenable theory of in-
dividual and special creative acts taking place
a few thousands of years ago, it has given us the
sublime process of “continuous progressive evolu-
tion according to fixed laws and by means of in-
herent forces,” acting through =ons of time, for the
unfolding of latent possibilities into actual powers.
For an unbelievable future, it is about to give
us a sane, rational, provable conception as the
logical result of the action of forces now at work.
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It was the evolutionist Huxley, who said that
“Science and Religion are twin-sisters, and the
death of one was sure to result in the destruction
of the other.” Tt is the glory of Theosophy that
it shrinks from no scientific truth; it anticipates
its coming and amplifies it when it is here. It
does not fear to be confronted by any phase of ex-
perience, if we can apply its principles aright, it
explains the most perplexing of them. Sympa-
thetically interested, although not directly con-
cerned In the conflict, it can patiently wait
and work until Wisdom is justified of her
children.

| The Mind

By C.

WHAT. in the world is more delightful than the

mind of a child? Because it is empty of dried
knowledge, there is room in it for the wisdom of
wonder, which is the only wisdom worth having.
The wisdom of wonder leads to the disillusion of
knowledge and dies there, but the beginning of
the journey is utterly entrancing.

The mind of a child may know things, because
it- does not know and need not think what things
are for. It may know people, because it knows
not nor cares what they do for a living. It can-
not look at a red poppy and think, “Ah, Papaver
‘Somniferum of the order of Somniferacii, from
which comes the curse of the Orient and the dis-
tillate of damnation for the Occident,” but it can
feel the actual thrill that stirs the blood when
bright colors are seen clearly, without the need to
think about them at all.

Beggars and bankers are alike men to the mind
of a child, and must win their own way therein.
We may pardon gruffness or discourtesy because
the man has many affairs and is much solicited
for his wealth, but let him be gruff or discourteous
to a child, and for all his wealth, he has impover-
ished himself of the love of that child.

The mind of a child expects gentleness and
courtesy no less-naturally than it accepts the facts
of food and shelter. How lovely indeed is this
state of mind in which love and security are the
base: and background, instead of envy and fear;
but; how soon it is destroyed! :

The non-knowledge of a child is like the dusk
of early morning which veils all ugliness in pure
beauty. Comes life though, like the dusk-dis-
persing sun, to tear away the child’s lovely veil
of non-knowledge with the five fingers of the
senses until he tires of what he knows, who knows
so little, and so much that is not quite true and
8o is utterly false.

Knowledge takes away the hope that a sud-
den door may swing open in the side of that great
brown boulder to reveal a gnome’s cottage, with
cunningly carved table and chairs; but it is not
wisdom to know so much.

It is far better to know the color and perfume
of a flower than to know its Latin name, and its

of a Child

H. M.

uses in the perfumery trade, or in druggery, and
no one who knows too much about s thing can
avoid thinking about what he knows, since that
is the stuff of which his mind is made, with which
he thinks.

It is needful to know, of course, but that does
not make it the more pleasant. The child has
the better part. Mystery and romance are his
playmates, for everything is possible where noth-
ing is known to the contrary. Fairies and angels

. are no less real to the mind of a child than is

Timbuctoo, or Yokohama, or any other place or
thing spoken of but, unseen.

How weary indeed is the world of one who has
grown in knowledge, compared with the wonder-
ful world of a child! Nothing new; nothing de-
lightfully unreasonable; nothing but utterly ra-
tional combinations of old, sterile ideas to pro-
duce anticipated forms. Ah, but it is dull and
dreary, and there is no romance in it any more!

ife is vivid romance, high adventure, only to

one who may approach it with the mind of 9
child.

DELIVERS LECTURE IN CHINA

Miss Flora Menzel, President of the Milwaukee
Lodge, according to The Hongkong Daily Press
of November 28, 1925, stopped in China on her
way to the Jubilee Convention at Adyar and
delivered a lecture on “New Ideals in Education”
at the Hongkong Lodge. The paper devoted al-
most an entire column to a resumé of the lecture.

Fulfill thou the perfection of truth. Though
the thunderbolt descend upon thy head, yield
thou never to the allurements that beguile men
from the path of truth. As the sun at all seasons
pursues his own course, nor ever goes on another,
even so if thou forsake not the straight path of
righteousness, thou shalt become a Buddha.

—The Gospel of Buddha.
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Race Consciousness *

By CuARLES WESCHCKE

RACE consciousness is that state of mind which

shows itself when we contact people of an-
other race. The nature and extent of race con-
sciousness depends upon the existing numerical
relationship of the races in a given community.
While this is true fundamentally, anthropologists
seem to agree that it also varies according to the
intellectual and moral development of the races
involved; that is to say, the more developed the
people are, the less race consciousness, and vice
versa.

Just to illustrate thls state of mind, imagine
yourself as stepping into a street car and finding
every occupant of a different race—say Chinese.
At once, race consciousness would assert itself
and you would feel out of place. Not so with
the Chinese passengers. They might in a small
way resent your entrance but it would not matter
much, as you-are but a single individual. Now
let us reverse the situation; instead of all pas-
sengers being Chinese, let us say they are Cau-
casians and a single Chinaman enters the car.
No doubt this lone Chinese would feel just as ill
at ease as you did while the balance of the pas-
sengers — all whites in this case — would barely
notice him. But if instead of one Chinaman,
several, or say ten, would enter, some of the
whites would be apt to say, “What business have
these people in this car?” A greater degree of
resentment would at once become apparent be-
cause of the greater number. You see it all de-
pends upon the number of the other race present,

It is apparent, then, that race consciousness is
universal and natural: there-is nothing wrong

with it. Only when it shows itself in an exag-

gerated form does it become a destructive force.
That happens when we allow our simple and
natural recognition of race distinction to become
race discrimination and finally race prejudice.
Because of the great prevalence of this exaggerated
race consciousness here in the United States of
America, attempts have been made to discover
the reasons for its existence. Americans who
have visited England and France wondered why
under like conditions little or no race discrimina-
tion or race prejudice was noticed there.

One of the most plausible reasons, to my mind,
for this different race psychology in the United
States is the fact that the practice of Negro
Slavery found its greatest development in our
country. While this institution of slavery was
abolished in England in 1807, it was not until
the year 1863—almost sixty years later—that it
was abolished in the United States. A race that
has been held in subjection, as the Negro was in
the United States, for almost three hundred years,

is very apt to find it exceedingly difficult to over- .

come the stigma of inferiority placed upon it, a
stigma which has been steadily handed down from
one generation to another. It so happened that
this particular race was Negro. Had it been
Italian or Japanese, the stigma of inferiority
would have attached itself just the same; for
servitude invariably spells inferiority. All of

which brings us to the main reason for this exag-
gerated abnormal race consciousness in our
country as compared to other countries, namely:
the thought uppermost in the mind of the domi-
nant Caucasian race; the thought of the inferi-
ority of our Afro-American fellow-citizens.

Over sixty years have passed since slavery days.
Less than 5 per cent of the Negroes who lived
then are alive today. In that interval of time
a new race of Negroes has been born, and the
question has been asked whether it is right to
continue to fasten the stigma of inferiority on
these who never were in servitude. Someone
answered that this could be determined through
an analysis of the progress made by the Negroes

- since that time, 1863.

I was rather curious to find out just what such
progress amounted to and so made an investiga-
tion. In educational lines I found that the per-

centage of those who were able to read and write

rose from 10 per cent in 1866 to 80 per cent in
1922; that there were 100,000 pupils in public
schools in 1866 and 2,000,000 pupils in 1922; and
that while there were only 600 teachers in 1866, in
1922 there were 44,000 teachers. The religious
progress shows that there were 700 churches in
1866 and that there are 45,000 now; the mem-
bership has risen from 600,000 to 4,800,000 during
this period; there were 1,000 Sunday Schools in
1866 which have grown to 46,000 in 1922, and the
value of this church property has risen from
$1,500,000 to $90,000,000.

in an economic way the progress may be stated
as follows: Homes owned in 1866 were 12,000,
and 638,000 in 1922, farms operated in 1866 were
20,000 and 1,000,000 in 1922. Businesses conducted
in 1866 numbered 2,000 and in 1922 these had
grown to 60,000. Amount of wealth accumulated
in 1866 was stated to be $20,000,000; this had in-
creased to one and a half billion dollars in 1922.

As facts like this become better known, I feel
sure that the time will not be far distant when
the exaggerated form of race consciousness in our
country will become as moderate as it is in. other
parts of the world—a mere recognition of race
distinction; nothing more.

Somehow I cannot help thinking that the
divine purpose of humanity can never be ac-
complished without first attaining harmony be-
tween all races by recognizing fundamentally the
great fact of the Brotherhood of man and the
Fatherhood of God, and then try to live it in our
everyday lives.

* This®lecture was broadcasted from radio station
‘WCCO, St. Paul, Minn., Nov. 20, 1925

It is written in an Upanishat, that there is a
place where intellect falls back silent. It can ad-
vance no further, like the eagle. The atmos-
phere is too rare for the intellect, cased in a ma-
terial shell, to be able to rise higher, and that is
the only barrier put to thought—ANNIE BESANT,
The Real and the Unreal.
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The Song of a Little Nature Spirit

We sit along the rosebush

To weave the flowers for you;
We make the leafy cradles,
We moisten them with dew,
We feed the tiny rootlet,
We sing among the grass;
You never hear us singing,
You never see us pass:

And yet we play betweenwhiles
With butterflies and bees;

The grasshoppers and crickets
We dearly love to tease.

We hide in all the flower cups,
Playing each upon his lute;
Out of our loudest music

We make the flowers and fruit!
Out of our softest singing

We make the flower souls grow.
But when you bend above them
You never, never know

That you have heard us singing—
We often wonder why!

But for so many ages

Folk will never even try.

t
'

We perch about their shoulders,
‘We pull their clustering hair;
Because they do not see us
They say we are not there!
But there are some among them
Just like the flowers we make,
So small and white and rosy,
Sometimes their hands we take;
And they will always follow,
Not: asking why or how.

So, with a kiss anointing
Each dreaming baby brow,

We show them all our secrets
And just how flowers are made.
They will not tell the others
Because they are afraid.

Big folk can’t see the fairies
Because of all the noise;

They are not half so quiet

As little girls and boys,

Who play with us and love us,

E. L.

And watch us when we spin
That web of fern and bluebell
The forest glade within;

‘Who sometimes see us brooding
About the baby seed, .
With no one else to watch it,
With no one else to feed.

We take the cups of acorn
Down to the woodland stream;
Have you not seen within them
The pearly water gleam?

And did you never wonder

And did you never think

That it was just left over
From what our babies drink?

We watch the starry lilies
Grow taller day by day; ;
We wipe the earth-stain from them—
You do not know the way.
We wove the pansy blossom
Full many an age ago,

When the first baby faces
Peeped on us, laughing so.
But great trees are the hardest,
They take so long to sing;
And in the ancient tree-land
They call the oak the king.

Come close and hear the secret!
A hundred songs of ours
Make just a baby rosebush,
Not counting buds and flowers.

But I must finish singing

Before I go to play;

This little red geranium

They gave me yesterday—

I cannot get the leaves right,
They are not quite the shade.
You are so wise, I wonder
You don’t know how it’s made!

And the little Nature Spirit
Sighed plaintively and low:

“The world was much, much nicer
A thousand years ago!”
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Order of the Round Table

Easter SuceesTIONS—ByY VmA Stong, CHIEF KNIGHT FOR AMERICA

THE Rt. Rev. C. W. Leadbeater, Senior Knight
of the Order of the Round Table, in a lecture
given in Australia, emphasized “the need of
forming Round Tables, in order to bring the
younger members into touch with the work and
to give every facility to contact an idealism which
would mold their inner lives, and prepare them for
the work of the future.”

The following interesting paragraph appeared
in the December issue of The R. T. Magazine 1n
England:

“There are, in the September number of The
Herald of the Star, several announcements of
vital interest to Round Table members. The
greatest is that the King Whom we follow will
shortly be here in person; that He will use the
body of a Round Table Knight for His ministry;
and that all of the seven disciples whose names
have been announced are Honorary Knights or
officers of the Round Table.”

A letter from Mrs. Ethel Whyte, Grand Sec-
retary of the Order, written on shipboard en
route to Adyar states: “Several Round Table
meetings are to be held during the Convention
at Adyar. Many international points will be
decided. Oscar Kollerstrom expects the R. T. to
‘move ahead’ at Adyar. We had a R. T. meeting
on shipboard last Sunday at which some twelve
countries were represented. Our Ceremonies will
probably not be changed as they are obv,musly
founded upon real Ceremonies (see C. W.L.’s new
book on the ‘Masters’).”

The above notes have been quoted to show that
probably our members are destined to witness a
pew and rapid growth of the Order throughout
the world. We must be prepared to meet this
growth and must do our part in bringing our
movement before the public in a dlgmﬁgd way.

The pioneer days are over, our Order is well-
organized, and the work is moving forward
smoothly, but it is now our duty to share our
great Order of Chivalry with others. Hundreds
of young people in America will be attracted to
this movement if we but offer it to them in the
right way. We have enjoyed our Tables and the
beauty of our Ceremonies. Now we must share
all this with the world at large.

Why not offer in America this_year, a Round
Table Easter Sunrise Service? Let the Tables
in each city select an outdoor spot of beauty,
either a wooded grove, a sandy stretch at the sea-
gide, or some quiet mountain top. Use the
Great Outdoors for your Temple and a rock for
your altar. Use the wild-flowers for offerings. Take
Tobes, swords, and banners, and your equipment
is complete. . ]

It might be possible to gain the cooperation of
some of your civic bodies. People are interested
in the aspirations of youth. Interest your city
editors, give the papers an article about your pro-
posed meeting, with a few pictures of your group.
Tell them of our ideals and of the noted people

linked with our Order in America. It is possible
you could interest some minister or philanthropic
worker to speak to the children.

But, hold the meeting “To the Glory of God
and to the Service of the King,” whether anyone
outside the Order attends or not. Worship God
at this Easter Season in His great Out-of-Doors.
The invisible hosts will be present, and the King's
blessing will be with you as you offer your service
in His Name.

SuceesTED ProGRAM

. March—each one lays a flower on altar in pas-
sing

Opening Ceremony

Readings—Selections from “God of the Open
Air” by Van Dyke

Violin Solo

Short Talk explaining Order

Short Address by some noted person

Easter Carols

Closing Ceremony .

. (The Flower Ceremony would be appropriate
in place of the talk. It explains our Ideals).

There are certain eternal laws for human con-
duct which are quite clearly discernible by hu-
man reason. So far as these are discovered and
obeyed, by whatever machinery or authority the
obedience is procured, there follow life and
strength. So far as they are disobeyed, by what-
ever good intention the disobedience is brought
about, there follow ruin and sorrow. And the
first duty of every man in the world is to find
his true master, and, for his own good, submit
to him; and to find his true inferior, and, for
that inferior’s good, conquer him. The punish-
ment is sure, if we either refuse the reverence,
or are too cowardly and indolent to enforce the
compulsion. A base nation ‘crucifies or poisons
its wise men, and lets its fools rave and rot in its
streets. A wise nation obeys the one, restrains
the other, and cherishes all.—Ruskin. From
Thoughts of the Great.

.

In the Land of the Pixies

(Continued from page 213)

Dandelion whispered to Tom as he was leaving
the Court with Mrs. Spider that a great bird,
Black Crow, had been there with an order banish-
ing Black Night, Green Hopper, and other dis-
loyal officers, and had taken them away just be-
fore Tom’s return with the proclamation.

“The Queen told me,” said Tom, “that every-
thing would be done to give Long Hopper a peace-
ful reign for the rest of his days.”

!
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ness is much greater than in the Occident because
garments are few, simple, and light in weight, and
are washed almost daily.

There are many more, and larger, buildings in
Adyar than I had supposed, and more people and
greater activities than I had imagined. Miss
Goold, of The Theosophical Press, has suggested
the value of a little book to be called Adyar To-
day, with pictures of the buildings and grounds.
The pictures are not difficult to get, but as I look
over the place I can see that much descriptive
matter would also be necessary; vet it could be
made a very useful publication on a subject of
which our members know so little, but of which
they should be well informed. .

The life here centers about Dr. Besant in true
patriarchal style—a way of life into which The-
osophists seem to naturally drift. It was so with
Col. Olcott when he was the head of things here.
There is a statue of the first President in Con-
vention Hall—a very poor one, say his intimate
friends—but there is 'no portrait. I believe no
satisfactory portrait of H.P.B. was ever painted.
To the American Theosophical Society must be
given the credit of making sure that the same
fate does not attend Dr. Besant. By the way,
you will find in the editorial column the an-
nouncement of the reduction of the price of the
reproductions of Dr. Besant’s portrait from
fifteen dollars to ten dollars, and that reminds
me of comment one hears about the portrait.
One adverse criticism I have heard is that it

does not show the power aspect so much as the
wisdom characteristic of the President; and as

she is seen most frequently in action it is the

power side that is most familiar to members. I
mentioned the point to the painter. He said
that he could not, of course, present various
characteristics, and chose repose as the most
suitable for the portrait. I think most of us will
agree that his choice was a wise one. Look at
her in repose and you will be the more certain
of it. One of our members, who is a keen ob-
server, said to me after a week in Adyar, that she

been studying Dr. Besant after having
studied the portrait and thought the likeness to
be remarkably good. Another incident interested
me. One of the reproductions of the portrait
was sent to Adyar to be presented to Dr. Besant
by the American delegation. An Indian who
has seen her almost daily for years, and who took
the reproduction from the package, gazed admir-
ingly at it and expressed his satisfaction that so
good a likeness had been made. One of our
party remarked on the subject: “I had not seen
Dr. Besant since 1909, and my first look at the
portrait startled me because she looked so old.”
Naturally so. In 1909 she was only two years
past sixty and she is now just under eighty! Of
course, the artist painted that which is, not that
which was; and it is that which is—the ripened
wisdom of fourscore years, plus power in reserve,
that the painter gives us—which we want to keep
in this excellent work of art and hand down to
future generations of Theosophists.

International Social Center

An International Social Center has been formed
in London by the International Correspondence
League, a section of the Theosophical Order of
Service, in cooperation with the St. John’s Wood
Lodge. At this Center, members of the Theo-
sophical Society from other National Societies,
visiting or living in England, may meet their
fellow-members and friends whenever they hap-
pen to be in London. :

The object of the Social Center, as the name
implies, is mainly social, formed with the idea
of putting into actual practice the principles of
International Brotherhood. It is hoped that ar-
rangements may be made, as opportunity occurs,
for holding meetings at the Center which will
partake largely of the character of “International
News Nights” and where addresses may be given
by well-known Theosophists and leaders of
thought with an international reputation.

Members from other National Societies visit-
ing London are invited to write to the Warden
and Secretary at the address given below, notify-
ing her of their impending visit and stating the
date they propose arriving in London. Informa-
tion respecting hotels, apartments, etc., will be
sent and every effort made to render the mem-
ber’s stay in England as comfortable and enjoy-
able as possible. Should it be desired, friends
will be met on their arrival at the railway sta-

tions. In certain cases it may be possible to ar-
range hospitality. Facilities for dealing with
correspondence will be provided and letters can be
addressed to members at the Social Center.
Theosophical magazines, directories, and books
of reference can be consulted, the telephone being
available for the making of appointments, and
the rooms at the Center for keeping them. Light
luncheons, teas, and dinners can be obtained also
at this Center. The address is 84 Boundary Road,
London N. W. 8 Miss A. V. Strang, Secretary.
This is an activity of the International Corres-
pondence League.

Be the fast runner that does not stop till he has
achieved his goal.

Be the great helpers themselves but not merely
the receivers of help.

Be happy but never content.

Be the creators but not merely the created.

Be the main current of life but not merely the
straw that floats aimlessly.

Be the dweller of the mountains where there is
strength, and not stagnate in the dark valley
where there is weakness and misery.

—J. Krishnamurts,
From Thoughts of the Great.
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What Lodges are Doing

Harmony Lodge, Toledo, reports splendid at-
tendance at their Sunday morning lectures.

From the Gulfport (Miss.) Lodge secretary
comes a report of an application for membership
by a lady who is eighty-seven years old. She
is the fifth member in a family to become a
Theosophist; the youngest being nine years old.
It is the hope of this aged member that she may
live to see the Great Teacher.

The Hollywood Junior Theosophical Fraternity
(J.T.F.) Lodge, Hollywood, Calif., a youth
Lodge, held its first meeting on February 4, with
sixteen charter members. Two of the members
are eleven years of age, two sixteen, while the
average age is twenty-four. All were enthusiastic
and eager for theosophical knowledge. They have
a somewhat unique manner of conducting their
Lodge meetings, the first part being devotional,
this is followed by a class in practical occultism,
and finally there is an all around discussion of the
various phases of brotherhood with a view to
keeping this ideal ever before the young members
and making it the foremost object of this youth
Lodge. _

Lansing Lodge is to be congratulated upon its
effective publicity methods. The cleverly written
advertisement, a picture of which is given below,

HENRY FORD Believes in REIRGARNATION
LUTHER BURBANK Doesn’t --- Which Is Right?
Read the Books on the Subject In State Library

“Reincarnation " —Rogers: “Man’s Life in Tlus and Other Worlds”—Be-
“Reincarnation”—Walker

In City Library: “Logic of Rei ion": “Rei
Viewpaint"; “Gods In the Muking'™ (Printed lectures)—Rogers; “'Reincar-

From a Scientifi

nation, It's Necessity” (Printed lecture)—Besant; “Man’s Life in This and
Other Worlds''—Besant; “‘Reincarnation. the Hope of the World"—Cooper.

LANSING THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

(Save This for Refcrence)

appeared in the Lansing State Journal, in four
inch by three column space. The books adver-
tised were donated by the Lodge to the local
library. Previously, the same paper was used for
a three inch, double column display announcement
of The Masters and the Path, stating it would be
found in the State Library of Lansing, and sug-
gesting it as correlative reading to the popular
book Om, by Talbot Munday. Mrs. Bessie Max-
son, who has been ‘active in conducting this cam-
paign, is evidently possessed of the advertising
instinct which sees a way to link up current pub-
lic interest with some phase of Theosophy.

The following report of the distribution of Dr.
Besant’s great Queen’s Hall lecture, The Coming
of the World-Teacher, may serve as an inspiration
to other Lodges throughout the Section:

“I applied to the Board for the privilege to
send a copy of Mrs. Besant’s November speech,
The Coming of the World-Teacher to each
minister in the city. The request was granted and
I procured the mailing address of each minister
in the city, in all eighty-two, then sent a copy to
the City Editor of each of the four large news-
papers, and two university professors; in all there
were eighty-eight copies mailed in Seattle, for
which Besant Lodge gets credit, they having paid
the bill. As a result there has been very little
ridicule in the papers, and none from the minis-
ters. There appeared several little jokes, so
to speak, about the Coming Teacher in our daily
papers, but since the pamphlet was sent out, there
has been profound silence, no comment, and if
Mrs. Besant comes to Seattle next summer, she
will receive a very respectful welcome, and a
listening audience. I think the speech is the most
profound, learned piece of literature I have ever
read. I have read it about four or five times and
with each reading I get a new thought.”

The Monthly Bulletin of St. Louis Lodge re-
ports that their building fund is growing to such
proportions that they will soon be justified in
taking preliminary steps to acquire a permanent
headquarters. Their monthly socials at which
contributibns are offered for this purpose have
been unusually successful, and a cafeteria supper
adds to the social and monetary value of the
occasion. The Friday night Open Forum and the
Sunday evening lectures give the public an op-
portunity to hear Theosophy presented under
very interesting topics.

The Lodge is asking each member to obligate
himself to bring two non-members to the weekly
Open Forum meetings, and is aiming to achieve
a minimum attendance of two hundred.

For almost a year the Lodge has conducted a.

il class in astrology which has been the means of

interesting a number of people in Theosophy,

# who perhaps could not have been reached other-

wise. These lessons are now available in pam-
phlet form and are offered as a Course of Instruc-
tion to out-of-town subscribers. The lessons are
treated from the theosophical viewpoint, and
therefore offer interesting and convincing argu-
ment for the teaching of reincarnation. The
course may be obtained from the instructor, Mr.
Charles E. Luntz, 2017 South Grand Boulevard,
St. Louis, Mo.

Never suffer sieep to close thy eyelids, after thy

going to bed, till thou hast examined by thy reason

all thy actions of the day: Wherein have I done
amiss? What have I done? What have I omitted
that. I ought to have done? If in this examination
thou find that thou hast done amiss, reprimand
thyself severely for it; and if thou hast done any
good, rejoice. —Pythagoras.
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Events Cast Their Shadows Ahead

By Grapstone Hume CaLe

So it is said and it is true. We are prospecting
for Brotherhood and, in an age where commercial
competition is an iron master, pay dirt often
seems scarce. Yet that very competition is fore-
ing the age of Brotherhood into being.

The undercurrent of competition is running
toward defensive cooperation, toward mergers,
and horizontal trusts, toward union and common
effort. In a recent consular trade report from
Germany, we learn of several huge business merg-
ers. The shipping interests have united into two
organizations; the chemical companies have
formed one complete horizontal trust; the elec-
trical and steel industries have united. Com-
petition is, of course, the active force behind it
but, with the constant development of social con-
sciousness, it gives assurance of further and more
effective benefits than the mere facility of com-
merce.

In the ‘United States the same tendency is
rapidly spreading. The lessons of the old des-
tructive trusts are well learned and the present
combinations should be clean and potent social
factors. The Babson Statistical Organization,
which is a tremendous power in American busi-
ness, is advising both manufacturers and mer-
chants to form large producing and distributing
units. The following is a significant sentence
from a recent report: “If you do not care to
merge your business into a large combination,
then you should immediately take steps to co-
operate with other concerns like yours.”

Surely this is in the direction of Brotherhood.
It is the current moving forward and it is easy
to visualize a future when all communal interests
shall have a common administration for best
living and rapid upward growth.

Deaths

The wise grieve neither for the living nor for the dead.

Nor at any time verily was I not, nor thou, nor these
princes of men, nor verily shall we ever cease to
be, hereafter. —The Bhagavad-Gita.

Mys. Elizabeth M. Barnes, Oakland Lodge.
Miss Edith S. Boss, Pasadena Lodge.

Miss Meta Emilie Gaedtke, Surya Youth Lodge
Sidney O. Marsh, Harmony Lodge (Toledo).
Miss Louise E. Meads, LaGrange Lodge.

Mrs. Yolande F. Passmore, Section Member.
Augustus Ross, Chicago Lodge.

William Ruskell, Santa Rosa Lodge.

. Mrs. Viola M. Scott, Milwaukee Lodge.

Stanley B. Sexton, Section Member.
Mrs. Alice D. Stickney, Indianapolis Lodge.
Mrs. Emma E. Whitman, Los Angeles Lodge.

Madison Lodge recently lost its honored elder-
ly member, Mrs. Alice Siggelko, mother of Mr.
Herbert S. Siggelko of that Lodge. Mrs. Sig-
gelko passed peacefully from this life on January
28. She was eighty-two years of age and the last
five years of her life were spent in the Theosophi-
cal Society.

can be taken care of without confusion.

served.

HOTEL SHERMAN RATES

It is highly desirable that members who are able to plan definitely upon attendance
at Convention should make room reservations as early as possible.
body of delegates provided for, those whose plans must of necessity be made late

The Hotel Sherman offers the following rates:
- One Person

Room with private bath

Two. Persons
Room with private bath
Two Connecting Rooms with bath
Two persons ..........
Three persons .........
Four persons ..........

........... $3.00 to $6.00

.......... $6.50 to $10.00
.......... 8.00 to 12.00
.......... 9.00 to 16.00

If a room at the rate desired is not available, a room nearest that rate will be re-

Send reservations to Mrs. Maude N. Couch, Secretary-Treasurer, American Theosophi-
cal Society, 826 Oakdale Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.

o

With the main

Per Day

Per Day
........ $5.50 to $10.00
Per Day
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be destroyed, or at any rate subdued; and trans-
formed from the alien, independent being he was
created, to a creature more pliant to their pur-
poses. The theory of infant damnation,” con-
tinues the author, “still animates too much of our
educational policy. Children must be cured of
their original sin, have the nonsense knocked out
of them, be molded into shape, made fit for
society.”

After giving an example of “A School Morning”
and “The Best of School Mornings” under the
existing regimé, the difference being mainly in the
attitude of the teacher, she relates at length and
in great detail what a few of the newer types of
schools are doing. In some, age is used as a basis
of classification; in others, mental testing is the
method used; some have a more or less defined
program, others have none at all. They operate
upon the principle that all normal children are
instinctively creative and given material with
which to work will become imaginative, will
. create. Throughout the work, emphasis is laid on
the vital necessity of the school life being a
real part of the child’s life. In order to make
this so, the work must be planned from the
standpoint of the child rather than from that
of the adult. )

In the chapter on “Future Public Schools,” the
problem of “socializing” education is discussed
and we are told: “This forces our attention away
from the problem of adapting the child to the
static or so-called progressing world about him,
and raises the problem how to make a develop-
ing prime mover out of the child himself.”
Though, as stated above, some, of the schools
have no planned program, the three R’s are
learned as a natural result of the work done. For
instance, the following is a report of an actual
class of children working in the Walden School,
New York City: “The seven years old children
had decided to build a city in the back yard.
They went to the science laboratory to find out
how to lay pipes, how to make a concrete bed
for their river, how to equip the houses with an
electric light system .. .. The children discov-
ered what proportions of sand, gravel, and cement
to use, and mixed their own concrete. In digging
for the river bed they took up the study of rocks
and learned the difference between granite, quartz,
felspar, and cinders. They even found some vol-
canic material in the fill of the soil.

“Sketches were made of the tools and materials
needed and some spelling drill was found neces-
sary for the more difficult names . .. After the
pity”was built, histories were written of its mak-

The atmosphere of the newer schools, which
the author makes so real to the reader, points
directly towards the New Age, and one is made to
feel that some schools at least are place?R of

learning, not places of teaching. M.

The Cinema in Education. Edited by Sir James
Marchant, K.B.E., LL. D. Published by George
Allen & Unwin, London. Price, Cloth, 82.00,
through The Theosophical Press.

The cinema is without doubt a very potent
factor in the development of the social and moral
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standards of the day. In England there was felt
great need for a serious investigation of the cinema
and its various influences, particularly upon the
young. Such an investigation was conducted by
The National Council of Public Morals and the
report of the investigation was published in book
form entitled The Cinema in Education.

The National Council of Public Morals is a
complete body of religious, scientific, and educa-
tional leaders, having for its objects the physical
and moral renewal of the British race. The in-
vestigation was carried on at the request of the
Cinematograph Trade Council as an independent
inquiry into the physical, social, moral, and edu-
cational influence of the cinema, with special
reference to young people.

The Commission was driven to the conclusion
that under the existing conditions the educational
film had failed to make an appropriate appeal
to the schoolchild.

The atmosphere in which educational films are
introduced is highly antagonistic to a favorable
reception. A film, however beautiful, of the life
history of a plant or insect, sandwiched between
a Charlie Chaplin film and a thrilling episode
of the exploits of Felix, has little educational
value. The interest, even if aroused, is soon
switched off.

The function of the cinema as a possible means
of direct education received the most careful
consideration by the Cinema Experiments Com-
mission. The National Council installed an effi-
cient cinematograph apparatus in the psychologi-
cal classroom at University College, and the book
The Cinema in Education is a careful, scientific
summary of experiments carried on with school
children over a period of many mont]};i.H R

The following note by Dr. Besant refers to

Pages 536, 537, 538 and 539 of The Theosophist

for January, 1926:
NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

A review in a magazine is generally sup-
posed to give the editorial opinion on the book
reviewed. In the rush of work in preparation
for the Jubilee Convention, a review of The Theo-
sophical Movement, 1875-1925, was passed for the
present issue recommending it as a fair account
of the Society. It is necessary, therefore, that I
should express my emphatic dissent from this
recommendation; as the book is one of the most
distorted statements that I have come across.
It is written anonymously. A writer who so
misrepresents facts should at least have the
courage to print his name to his production.
ANNIE BESANT, EbITor.

Those who want an authentic history of the
Theosophical Society will be glad to see what
our National President, Mr. L. W. Rogers, says
about the one recently edited by Mr. C. Jinara-
jadasa. Writing from Adyar, he says: “I have
read the proofs of The Golden Book of The
Theosophical Society. It is a very interesting
and useful abbreviated history of the T.S. and
every Lodge ought to have a copy.” Orders may
now be filed with The Theosophical Press.










