




















136

-

that newer music is certainly an endeavor to
express something of this higher kind of musie
which as yet we have no means of fully express-
ing on the physical plane.

Other parts these great creatures fill. For ex-
ample, each nation has a great angel in charge
of it, looking after it, the spirit, as it were, of
the nation. There is the spirit. of the race in
each great nation, and that spirit is one of these
mighty angels who has taken that as his work.
The angel of the nation is the truest expression

of all that is highest and best in it, and he is .

always trying to raise the nation to the highest
-and best; sometimes he does succeed in getting
very great artists and musicians to see the spirit
of the race, to see what ought to be done, what
God intends it to do.

Another sub-heading which was given I re-
member in your syvllabus is that of Guardian
Angels. Now the idea of the guardian angel,
(one which is held by our Catholic Brothers, and
is a very beautiful conception) is that each man
has from his birth or from his baptism a guardian
angel, appointed to look after and try to help
him; all through this life he is always at hand to
give good advice, and to help him out of difficul-
ty. A very beautiful idea! We have not found,
I would almost say unfortunately, that that is
actually so, that there is an entity appointed
in that way to look after man, but there are
various ways in which guardian angels do exist
and do their work. First, I suspect that the idea
has arisen from the great problem of the higher
and the lower self of which you read so much
about in our literature; the lower self down here
is- conscious of guiding and prompting from
above, but that comes from no exterior source; it
comes from the God within, the ego brooding
over the personality down here, trying now and
again to guide it iuto the right road, trying to
save it from making mistakes of various sorts.
I strongly suspect that many stories with regard
to guardian angels come simply to that. A man
%eels the inner prompting and when it is of a

ner and higher type. he says it comes from his
guardian angel; when it is from the lower, and of
temptation-like description. then he says it is a
tempting demon. In truth these names are ill
chosen, for it is the higher self of the man that
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tries to guide him aright, whereas that which
seems to try to pull him wrong is simply what we
call the desire elemental—not the man himself
but a very undeveloped form of life pursuing its
own form of evolution without understanding or
knowing anything about the man. There have
also been many cases where dead people stood
over and helped living people. Many and many
a time I have found a mother whom you call
dead, still hovering over and trying to protect
and help her living children; a very real guardian
angel was she to them in many cases, actually
protecting them often from physical harm. In-
visible helpers of all sorts have sometimes played
the part of guardian angels, and indeed any one
of you who wills may make a guardian angel
(though of a very different kind) for any whom
you love. Your strong loving thought sent to
one upon whom your affection is fixed will make
a thought form which will hover round that
loved one, and will act upon him, whenever it
is possible for it to act. Many and many a mother
has sent such guardian angels to a son in some
far distant country, and many times such guard-
ian angel has proved effective by checking the
son just at the moment when he was about to
do something wrong or foolish, by bringing back
the remembrance of her love, and so really acting
as a guardian angel and saving him from sin.

So that you see although perhaps we cannot
endorse the idea that an actual celestial being
does devote himself all the time to the character
of each man, we are able to say that in many
cases man is so assisted, and that in all cases
the higher self, the Divine within him is ready
to make his voice heard, if only the lower man
is willing to listen. And so once more we find
that Theosophy gives us back again the things
in which we believed in our childhood, but which
we since have in many cases come to doubt, be-
cause we could not make them rational, because
we could not make them square with our ex-
reriences. Theosophy tells us what are the facts
and the facts are always more beautiful, and
more effective than any tradition, because after
all the traditions and the speculations are man’s
idea of what should be, or what is best: but the
truth is God's idea and God’s idea is greater
always than man’s.

Children’s Story-—“In the Land of the Pixies”

By CatHERINE G. Ross

PART I

TOM thought a great deal about his visit to
Pixieland and the life of the little brothers on
the ground. He was careful to walk around the
ant hills in his path so that he would not break
down the entrance to their villages. He watched
for crickets and grasshoppers on his way to
school, and often tried to tell them in his kind-
est tones that he was their friend, now, and for
all time, and that he would never touch them
unnecessarily for fear of hurting them.

One day he found a wasp beating itself against

the window screen trying to get out. His mother
showed him how to place a soft thick cloth over
it, gather it up and shake the cloth out the door,
so that the buzzing little prisoner could be freed
without harm. :

In many ways he learned to be kind and help-
ful toward the wee folks, but he never forgot
that, do what he might, for all of them that came
his way, he could never make up to poor Long
Honver for the cruel loss of his legs, or to the
beautiful butterfly for her torn wing. They must
suffer and his heart must ache for the unkind,
thoughtless things he had done.
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letter from the manager of the factory,
asking in the name of “merciful curiosity” to
“tell him what “Adyar” is anyway—“Do you eat it
or drink it or is it a real estate subdivision?
And what is going to happen on February 17th?
—because, if its the crack of doom, I'd like
to prepare myself.” It seems this company pride
themselves upon having complete data about
every holiday or anniversary on earth, and this
was a new one to them. Full information about
Adyar was immediately dispatched to them.

A member in Montana writes that he is much
pleased with the Children’'s Page in TxE
MesseNGer and that “I cannot express thanks
for the delight I gained by seeing my little girl
reading the first story ‘For the Children.’”

The degree of Doctor of Letters has been con-
ferred upon George S. Arundale by the National
University in India. From The Theosophical
Review we learn that he is arranging to remain in
Europe for the greater part of 1925, and will
lecture on education.

The E. S. Headquarters have been moved from
Krotona, Hollywood, to Ojai, California. The
name of the estate remains the same as before,
“Krotona”.

Theosophy In Texas

An indefatigable worker for Theosophy: is
Miss Ilona B. Benda, of Sunset Heights, Houston.
She has distributed hundreds of pieces of theo-
sophical publicity literature to the inmates of
Huntsville Penitentiary and the prisoners at
Honor Farm, Sugarland, who have been very ap-
preciative of our literature, especially Mr. L. W.
Roger’s pamphlet Universal Brotherhood. Miss
Benda writes: “How much, how wvery much
even one book can sometimes mean, rightly
given. I could teil you a tale about each
of those sent. They are food and drink to these
hungry souls.”

Miss Benda has written a series of twenty-
six articles for the Houston Chronicle, unobtru-
sively expressing throughout theosophical ideal-
ism, and The Texas Jewish Herald printed a
column and a half from her pen on the brother-
hood of religions, in which she brought out the
kevnotes of the various great faiths of the world.

Mr. Jinarajadasa says in his Practical Theos-
ophy “Once within your horizon, Theosophy will
not. let you loose: it will follow you through
every daily action.” The Publicity Department
in its effort to take Theosophy into the horizon
of other people is well worth your support.

Quarterly Lodg;: Membership. Record

October, November, December, 1924
Total active members Oct. 1, 1924............ 7274
New Members ..........ciiiuiinrencnnnnnns 405
Reinstateraents ..........c.ocuviiinnnniinnenns 50
Deceased ... vvtirirenenonennnnonaosanannns 13
Resignations .........cciiitiiiiiiiierannan 30
Transferred to American Section ..... EEE R 1
Transferred from '’ L e 0
Total active membership Jan. 1, 1925......... .7687
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Mrs. Mildred Ives Shattuck

The recent sudden death of Mrs. Mildred Ives
Shattuck, of Annie Besant Lodge, Cleveland, has
taken another Theosophist from our midst. For
the past year Mrs. Shattuck’s health did not
permit her to be very active, but prior to that
she was one of the organizers of the Theosophical
Suniday School in Cleveland, of which she was
assistant superintendent, and she organized and
guided one of the first Round Tables in that city.
Her constant thought and interest were for
Theosophy.

Deaths

~ Rest in the Eternal grant them, Oh Lord,
And may light perpetual shine upon them.

James Baker ........ Annie Besant San Diego Lodge
E. Y. Blum ................... Kansas City Lodge
James Cuthbertson ........ Besant-Hollywood Lodge

Dr. Theodore Doyle ............ Kansas City Lodge

Mrs. Lucie Emery ......... Harmony Toledo Lodge
Mrs, Hannah B. Greim ........... Reading Lodge
Frederick E. Henkel ............. Oklahoma Lodge
Miss Carrie Cornell Hunter..:..Sprinfield Il Lodge
Mrs. Anna Hyatt .H. P. B. Newark Lodge
Mrs. Cora Kelton .Harmony Toledo Lodge
Mrs. Althea K. Merrill ............... Akbar Lodge
Mrs. Elizabeth Platte ............... Omaha Lodge
Mrs. Bernice G. Vance ........... Oklahoma

e Lodge
Mrs. Mildred Shattuck. .Annie Besant Cleveland Lodge
Linton W. Smith ................. Section Member

Publicity Donations For December
Tort Lauderdale Lodge

.................... $ 1.50
Mrs. H. Kay Campbell ................ ..~ 6.63
Buffalo Lodge ........................." 10.00
Mrs. M. Belle Kempter .................... 3.00
Seattle Lodge ...........ccovuemumnnnnnn. 3.00
Louisville Lodge .............ocouumnoon.. 1.00
Brotherhood, Detroit ...................... 2.75
Gulfport Lodge .. 1.80
St. Paul Lodge .. 5.00
Oakland Lodge . 2.50
Oak Park Lodge 5.00
Lansing Lodge ................. 3.00
Mr. E. F. Holland 2.50
Pacific Lodge ............cceiiiemunnnnn.. 2.45
Mrg. C. E. Martinez 5.00
Santa Ana Lodge 2.00
Besant, Tulsa ...........c0viiivennnnnn.. 1.00
‘Wallace Lodge . 5.00
John Dolan 5.00
A Friend ..... 12.00
New York Lodge 4.7C
Mrs. Dolly Dean Burgess ................ 1.00
Service Lodge, Reno ...................... 1.00
Aberdeen Lodge ..........oiviiinniinnnnn 5.00
Portland Lodge ........................... 3.50

Total . ...ttt i i i i $ 95.33

Traveling Libraries in Russia

Free libraries installed on railroad cars which
make stops for a few days at all stations includ-
ing little villages, are a feature of the present
Soviet interest in books as described by H. M.
Lydenberg of the New York Public Library who
traveled this spring in Russia:

“Whatever the Soviet government is or is not
doing for the Russian people, it is making it
possible for them to read books. The people
take out books for home reading and then re-
turn them on a subsequent trip of the library on
wheels. The amount of circulation accomplished
by these ambulant libraries is impressive.”















