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Insult Is Not Criticism

HAVE no taste for controversy and al-
l ways regret that time should be taken
from constructive work for anything
else whatever; but occasionally something
arises that cannot be ignored.

In the October number of The Canadian
Theosophist my good friend, General Sec-
retary Smythe, has an editorial in a crit-
icism of the action of the recent Conven-
tion of the American Theosophical So-
ciety for requesting the President of the
T. S. to cancel the membership of Dr. H.
N. Stokes of the Washington Lodge. Says
Mr. Smythe:

“The resolution passed by the conven-
tion of the American Section requesting
the President to cancel the diploma of Mr.
H. N. Stokes of Washington, editor of the
O. E. Library Critic, scarcely seems to par-
take of the magnanimity which the Theo-
sophical Movement is supposed to inspire.
Mr. Stokes has undertaken to be the agent
of Karma in the effort, as he sees it, to
rid the Society of various handicaps. Kar-
ma naturally reacts upon him, and the
Convention wishes to be the agent of that
Karma and so perpetuate the vicious
circle.”

Mr. Smythe goes on to say that Dr.
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Stokes has done valuable theosophical
work, especially in prison reform; that it
is not likely that he would cancel Dr.
Besant’s membership if he had the oppor-
tunity, and concludes with the sentence:
“In any case, Mr. Stokes, the prison re-

former, is a man for Theosophy to be

proud of.”

Knowing Mr. Smythe, I am quite sure
that he must not be aware of all of the
facts involved. I cordially agree that Dr.
Stokes has done excellent theosophical
work, but that does not excuse downright,
willful slander, which is a very different
matter from criticism. If Mr. Smythe has
any doubt about the accuracy of my lan-
guage, let him examine the files of The
Critic. He will find, among other choice
bits, a reference to Mrs. Besant after
which Dr. Stokes added, “or shall we say
Mrs. Leadbeater?” Such willful, vicious,
deliberate slander can never be defended
or condoned by any decent person.

There are other things of which Mr.
Smythe could hardly have been aware
when he came to the defense of Dr. Stokes,
but the less such matters are discussed
the better. The American Theosophical
Society knew its ground thoroughly when
the resolution requesting the membership
cancellation was unanimously adopted.
Freedom of thought and legitimate crit-
icism have nothing whatever to do with
the matter.

What Is Brotherhood?

A NUMBER of people must have been
thinking much about what brother-
hood really signifies, because several in-
quiries on that subject have recently come
to me, both by letter and by written ques-
tions handed in at lectures.
wants to know if “brotherhood means
equality in the same sense the word equal-
ity is used,” and another wants to know if
our declaration of brotherhood “without
distinction of race, creed,” etc., means that
we endorse the intermarriage of the races.
A little simple analysis ought to clear
away some of the misconceptions about
what obligations a belief in wuniversal
brotherhood imposes. It would certainly
mean for one thing that we must grant to
every other human being that which, un-
der the same circumstances, we would de-
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and are by no means kind, they are densely
etheric and seem to express the grimness and
power of the sea. They have no human form and
do not come into contact with us much; the
creatures of the sea seem to express her many
moods.

Fire spirits, or salamanders, as they are often
called, are interesting—although they seem very
remote from us. They have no feelings corre-
sponding to our own, as they are so different from
us in their feelings and thoughts. They are
intensely alive- and have a feeling of wildness
about them, even the smallest of them, who have
no definite shape at all. In the volcanoes are fire
spirits who have a more human form and are
very powerful and strange. These beings might
easily influence the people around them by stir-
ring their emotions, and we must always keep in
mind that these beings have no sense of what is
Right or Wrong. They have their own code of
morality. But again we do not touch these much
as they are so alien to humanity.

Air spirits, or sylphs, are the most evolved of
the fairies, and it is said that all fairies have to
pass through this stage before they can individu-
alize. These sylphs have a human form and are
usually very beautifully colored—they often re-
mind one of opals. Sylphs have a good deal more
intelligence than the others, and are in other
ways more highly specialized. Many of them
help angels in their work, and become their
messengers and pupils, as by service they

will individualize. ~All of them are eager
for service and are filled with enthus-
iasm. They are strangely delicate and
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beautiful, and have quite distinet personalities.

I can only give a very brief outline about such
a vast subject (of which we know so little) within
the limited space at my disposal, but I will try
to give a few suggestions of how we can come into
touch with and help the fairies and they help us
in turn.

One of the many things we suffer from is nerv-
ous exhaustion, and depression is the result. If
we, in these conditions, would:- go out and sit any-
where where it is quiet and where there is a num-
ber of trees, and then relax, we would find we
might come into contact with these beings who
are so full of vitality and joy. Slowly we would
notice the depression going away, as their spirit
entered into us. It is one of the easiest ways to
try and develop an attitude of serenity. We will
find that the same thing helps when we wish to
do any creative work, as nature will always in-
spire the creative activity of our being. We can
help the nature spirits themselves very decidedly
by realizing their presence and by sending them
thoughts of kindness. So few people know of
them, and most people go about the world blind
to its beauties and trampling underfoot every-
thing which comes in their way. We are blus-
tering individuals, and the fairies regard us in
that light, when we go out and destroy their
work by trampling upon plants, regardless of all
but our own pleasure. But if we went out into
nature with an intense appreciation and a desire
to touch her heights and depths, we would at-
tract the attention of these delightful people,
and the world would be for each one of us a
place filled with beauty and life.

Adyar Day

By A. P. WARRINGTON

Lest we grow selfish in our own contentment,
or in our isolated position forget the Mother-
Center from which we draw the inner life force
of our movement, it is well that we should have
a day of memory once a year on which our
thoughts turn to the Mother-Center in loving
gratitude for all that it has meant to us in
our new-born lives filled with the wondrous
teaching of the Ancient Wisdom. But to turn our
thoughts to the Mother-Center with a due sense
of gratitude for the spiritual blessings we enjoy
is not enough, valuable though it be. Adyar is
a physical plane center and needs physical plane
help, and the very best way that we can express
our gratitude is by helping not only to maintain
its beauty and usefulness as at present, but fur-
ther to help build it up into the greater Adyar
it must be destined to become. The Roman
Catholics have their Rome, the Mohammedans
their Mecca, the Indians their Benares, and the
Theosophists their Adyar.

It is not unlikely, for it is but human nature,
that at times members of the Section focussing
upon the upbuilding of their Sectional center and
the Section in general, may forget for the moment
the greater need to help strongly not only by
inner allegiance but also the outer expression

of it, the International Center, the Mother of
them all.

It is because of those sentiments that Adyar
Day was established. And some of us who know
something of the struggles of the valiant band
who carry on the work at that center, how dif-
ficult it is to maintain the place upon the funds
that come in through the regular course, and
how from time to time our venerable President
is sorely pressed to know where certain needed
funds are really coming from, were greatly rejoiced
over the final adoption of an annual Adyar Day,
for therein we saw the promise of some relief
for our International Center and its brave band of
workers, as well as an opportunity for the mem-
bers to keep themselves freshly and spiritually
in touch with the home Center.

I hope this year the celebration of Adyar
Day all over the Section will be a very great
success. Dr. Ernest Stone, who is the zealous
enthusiast and official Secretary-Treasurer of the
undertaking in this Section, is a tireless worker
for the cause, and I hope he will receive this
year every possible encouragement so- that in
some measure he may feel a joyous reward for
the very sincere and unselfish work he is devoting
to the undertaking.
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The folder contains an excellent picture of Mr.
Fritz Kunz, whose course of lectures, running
from October 5 to November 30, opened the
building to the public.
least to America, is that the necessary blank for
application for membershlp is printed on one
page of this folder for public distribution. On
one of the pages is a small section of the city of
Sydney, showing the exact street location of the
new hall and the various lines of transportation
leading to it. An accompanying letter from Mr.
Fritz Kunz says that the seating capacity of the
main hall is 600 with an additional hall in the
basement that will seat 400 and-can be connected
by a loud speaker “so that when in the future
lecturers like Mr. Jinarajadasa, Mr. Rogers, etc.,
come to Sydney, they will be able to address
a thousand.”

A New Lecturer

Mr. Eugene S. Wheeler of New York City,
who, among, the Lodges in that vicinity, has the
reputation of being an excellent theosophical lec-
turer, is contemplating a tour to the Pacific coast
and return about February. He will accept en-
gagements with Lodges along the route of one
or two nights and among his attractive subjects
are “The Divinity of Man,” “Christianity and
Buddhism,” and “The Pathway of the Soul.” Mr.
‘Wheeler has been a member of New York Lodge
for fifteen years and is the man who originated
and successfully "carried through the plan by
which New York Lodge is to come into the full
ownership ‘of a fine building, the largest hall in
which will seat. 600. people. At the time this is
written the property has been acquired, the old
buildings torn down and construction of the new
building is expected to be under way before this
appears in print. The building is to be finished
within a year, and it is confidently believed it
 will be ready for occupancy before the end of the
coming summer. A full description of this first
important theosophical building in the United
States will appear in THE MESSENGER in the near
future.

Lodges desiring to make engagements with Mr.
Wheeler should address him at Room 317-E, No.
30 Church street, New York City.

News Items

A member at Berkeley writes: “For the infor-
mation of Theosophists who think they are not
eating dead animals when eating Campbell’s veg-
etable soup I am enclosing their advertisement.”
Attached is a page from The Saturday Evemng
Post m which underneath the heading “vegetable
soup” the ingredients are stated to be 32 in num-
ber, including “15 choice vegetables and beef
broth.”

* % %

The Miami Lodge of the Theosophical Society
invites all members, who contemplate spending
their vacation in the South, to visit Miami and
take advantage of the opportumty of a three
months’ course of lectures and classes conducted
under the auspices of that Lodge by Mr. Claude
L. Watson.

An unusual feature, at

Mrs. Laura S. Wood, national lecturer of the
Theosophical Society, announces that she will start
Nov. 15th on the following itinerary, building
up weak Lodges and organizing in the new ter-
ritory: Beaumont, Tex., Nov. 16-18; Port Arthur,
Tex., Nov. 18; Orange, Tex., Nov. 19; Lake
Charles, La., Nov. 20-22; Lafayette La., Nov 23;
Baton Rouge La., Nov. 24-25.

* x %

There is a strong movement in California
against the death penalty and the Daily News of
San Francisco devotes a long article to the sub-
ject, opening with “Capital punishment not only
is no deterrent of crime but actually promotes
it.” That, it says, will be the keynote of a
campaign to convince the Legislature of 1925 that
capital punishment should be abolished.

* *x %

The League of Healing at 52 Lancaster Gate,
London, England, sends out a circular speaking
of its thu'teen vears of international work and
saying that phy<1cal health is the outcome of
spiritual well being,” a good point.

* * x

A lady in Michigan writes: “I have been read-
ing science and along that line for years, but
have never run up on anything so interesting
and satisfying as the little booklets from the
Theosophical Society. Could never tell you just
how much I appreciate the pamphlets, or how de-
lighted I was with the four lectures given here.
Both the lectures and the lecturer, Mr. Baker,
surpassed anything I've heard. I shall be so
thankful to get in touch with one of your lending
libraries and to receive notice of any public
lecture.”

Are You in Good Standing?

Members often get in arrears with their dues
without of being aware of it. When T Mzs-
SENGER does not, arrive they sometimes complain
to the Secretary and then discover that the ex-
planation is that they are in arrears. Every
member who is in good standing should have in
his possession the membership card for 1924-25.
If you do not have that card you should see
your Secretary about it.

A Double Loss

Oklahoms "City Lodge has been sadly afflicted
by the sudden death of two of its most promi-
nent officers and workers, Mr. F. E. Henkel and
Mrs. Bernice G. Vance. Mr. Henkel was a char-
ter member of the Lodge and from its very in-
ception he had rendered magnificent service. For
many years he was the President of the Lodge
and was not only alert in looking after its in-
terests, but was a very liberal contributor to its
expenses. Mrs. Vance also had a long official
career, having been many terms its faithful Secre-
tary. She brought to the office special training
for the work.

The sudden passing on at nearly the same time
of two such faithful and efficient workers is a sad
blow to the Lodge, and it will have the heart-
felt. sympathy of members throughout the coun-
try.
















