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communion with the Eternal Life which
s all “things?

There is no need to say much about the
feeling we have for children. All know how
the presence of the child comes like a bene-
diction to the family, even where want of
money makes it an added burden. Often
the child is the final seal to a loving union;
sometimes a veritable saviour and uplifter.
Where the parents have loved one another
with an exclusive if beautiful affection,
now the circle of their.happiness is magic-
ally enlarged in a new and special way.
They live no longer only for one another
and for themselves, each giving and each
receiving, but now gladly give to another
being, who cannot as yet give love for love
quite so consciously. Thus the unselfish-
ness innate in us all, but seldom called out,
is actively brought into being. And so we
see that the child is more than the mers
triumph and crown and completion of the
family; he is the bearer of a special gift,
the opener of a néw era.

The reason for this is something mora
than the merely material. In a very real
sense, the babe is a messenger from heaven

_—not a remote, an irrational, or an unreal
heaven, but the inner worlds of conscious-
ness which lie all about us all the time, but

. unto which we do not turn our vision. With
the child’s coming, reflections of that realm
of Light play into this world of ours for the
moment. ‘“Heaven lies about us in our in-
fancy,” Wordsworth has put it. The newly
born is rather more in the world whence it
has come than it is in this world of the
flesh. For the first years of life here the
baby sees little in this world and much in
these inner worlds. Many mothers recog-
nize this quite freely and do not admonish
children who “see fairies,” and other Be-
ings who are invisible to our duller vision.
With many specially sensitive children this
condition of dreaminess or subjectiveness
continues much longer than with others.
It is not at all an unhealthy state, neces-
sarily, for children vary enormously in
their inner natures, and for some types the
inward life is natural-and right. Hence it
follows that we should all study most eare-
fully those who come to us. We have no
right to force them into some artificial
form which we select, which may very
well be quite the wrong one for the baby.

A loving study of the soul nature will en-
able us to detect its strength and| weak-
nesses. All little children whatever deserve
imperturbable affection. Severity and
harshness must always be avoided, though
firmness mixed with affection is also-hecess-
ary; but the sensitive child, which seems
to be more and more commonly seen as
time passes, deserves an extra measure of
care and thought and study. Just as the
physical form is delicate and tender and
easily misshaped, so the emotions and mind
of the baby are delicate and fine. Every-
thing depends on the attitude of the father
and mother. Modern psychology shows
that a fright in childhood makes a, terrible,
almost ineradicable, impression upon the
child consciousness; therefore to threaten,
bully or hastily chastise a child is to wrong
it, as it is also a confession of the weakness
of the parental love. People say, “The
baby is too young to remember,” but they
are absolutely wrong. At an amaging
early age the subconscious mind is active
—that is to say, the emotions and mind
receive and retain the shape given them
from day to day by those round about. If
the pressure exerted on the child is from
the side of hate—that is, through fear,
worrying, threats, coarsening, brutalizing
and the like—the twist will be inevitably
toward that side. If the pressure is that of
love, applied through steady affection,
kindliness, sympathy, helpfulness and the
like, the emotions and mind will be shaped
accordingly. What an immense responsi-
bility rests upon parents! They make or
mar the future of their children and there-
fore the future of the country.

The emotions and mind of the child have
from the beginning certain tendencies, just -
as the physical form has certain tenden-
cies. The latter are likely to be derived
from the father and mother to a consider-
able extent, color of eyes, characteristic
movements, etc. But the early tendencies
of the emotions and mind are not derived
very much from the parents. True, the
pressure of being constantly with the par-
ents shapes the emotions and the mind, just
as the food, air, exercise, etc., the parents
supply shapes the body. But if there is no
forcing of the child, except by the pressure
of a fine love, it will show forth its own in-
nate characteristies,
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The Round Table South

LA-TE in May Mrs. Vida Stone returned
from the first southern tour for the
Round Table. During the trip 15 new cen-
ters were organized and 97 more children
were enrolled. - One of the interesting and
useful features of the work was the coming
into contact with other organizations that
are working with children. The Leaders
and managers in some of these were eager
to adopt the ethical principles of the Round
Table as a great improvement. In one
southern city Mrs. Stone ran across a
unique boy’s organization called ‘“The
Knothole Gang.” It was sponsored by a
business man who furnished free ball game
tickets to boys who could get no better
view of the proceedings inside the big en-
closure than that to be obtained through
cracks in the fence! To get a ticket a boy
had to sign the pledge to observe certain
ethical rules and if he was observed to
violate them he forfeited the right to future
tickets!

A significant thing about the trip was
that it carried the Round Table work and
teaching irto various large groups of chil-
dren who have no cther lLnk with theo-

sophical thought.

Doing Something
WHAT important things somectimes re-
sult from having the courage of one’s
convictions and the energy to translate it
into action is well illustrated in a case that
recently came indirectly to light. A young
girl, who is a member of onc of our Lodges
and who is in a middle states college, got
one of the professors to open the way for
a theosophical lecturer to address the stu-
dents.  Later the professor joined the
Theosophical Society and presented edch
of his pupils with a copy- of At the Feet
of the Master and prescribed it for univer-
sity reading. Reflect a moment on how
far that one impulse will ultimately go.

A Fine Lodge

LAST month attention was called to a

new Lodge in process of formation in
Cincinnati, with the charter list standing
above fifty, and a course of six Sunday lec-
tures still to be given. After the final lec-
tures the number of charter members stood
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at 77. Not having been at Headquarters
since, I do not know whether more were
added later but, as far as I know, that is
the largest charter list in the American
Section. At Ottawa, a few yedrs ago,
when the Canadian Lodges were still a
part of the American Section, we organized
with 72, as I remember it. There the lec-
tures were given in the beautiful Chateau
Laurier. I do not believe that the two
fine halls and the two unusually’ heavy
charter lists were merely coincidences. A
first class hall has a first class influence.

Knowledge 1s Power

OF course you know something about

Theosophy. Every member knows
more or less, Some who are very new in
the Society know much because they
studied it for years before joining. Some
who have been members for a long time
know but little about it. Every earnest
member should desire to know Theosophy
better than he does. All of us should be
capable of talking it intelligently to others
in ordinary conversation.

To educate our own members was the
object in establishing the Theosophical
Correspondence School. It offers a very
vnusual opportunity to become well edu-
cated in the world’s sublimest philosophy.
The Theosophical Correspondence School
is conducted by professional teachers, who
are old students of Theosophy, and because
they are giving their time for the sake of
service the cost of the course is exceedingly
low—perhaps about one-fifth of what is
charged by the commercial correspondence
schools for the same service. Fmogene S.
Simons, prineipal of our Theosophical Cor-
respondence School, has added a more ad-
vanced course, while the elementary course
continues. KEither or both are at your ser-
vice. All of us should know Theosophy
better.

Headquarters Building Plans

ALL suggestions made about a national

Headquarters building have been pub-
lished in THE MESSENGER as they were re-
ceived. They differ widely and present
plans ranging from an office building in the
center of a large city to going far from all
existing cities and building a town of our
own, '
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“drama of April played out a thousand years
ago. With the sunshine and ‘laughter and the

whispering of a name among the lemon-groves -

the brief day passes, and with tears it fades
into the Lusitanien twilight.” It is a delicate,
romantic play, with the scene laid in the Por-
tuguese city of Cintra in the days of the Moors.
On one line of Hafiz “The beauty of the season
of youth returns again to the meadows”—rests
the theme of the drama.

Salma is the principal girl player of a strolling
troupe and as the players travel toward Cintra,
where they are to perform before the Wali and
his court, she and her beloved, the Persian lute
player, make their vows of eternal faith. They
are torn from each other by the emissary of the
Wali, and then follows the story of the testing
of their faith in each other through many a long
year.

As to the story, it is age-old. But the charm
of the Moorish setting, the pure and patient
sacrifice of Salma and the will to accomplish of
Shamsuddin, the lute player—all these lend them-
selves to the poetic pen of the author, And the
result is beauty. The drama leaves you hungry
and unsatisfied, and you are glad that reincar-
nation is a fact. AW.

Items of Interest About Books

The Electron, Its Isolation and Measurement
and the Determination of Some of Its Properties,
by. Prof. Robert A. Millikan, is a new book from
the Chicago University Press.. This volume
covers in a most interesting manner the results
of the author’s extensive research and experi-
mentation. He discusses in particular the struc-
ture of the atom and the most significant prop-
erties of the elementary electrical unit, the elec-
tron. Professor Millikan, is a recognized leadcr
in the field of modern science and is now ren-
dering important service to the ‘government. 268
pages, $1.90 through the Theosophical Press.

* ok %

The Stanford University Press has published
a limited edition of The ILife and Times of
Apollorius of Tyana, which was rendered into
TIngli<h frem the Greek of Philostratus the Elder
by Charles P. Eells. This is a valuable book
to students and is highly recommended by those
who have examined it. It is to be regretted that
it is bound only in paper. 263 pages, $2.00
through the Theosophical Press.

* k%

Man’s Judgment of Death, by Lewis E. Lawes,
for the past several years warden of Sing Sing
Prison, is an important book on the subject of
capital punishment. In the course of Mr. Lawes’
duties, he has witnessed more than one hundred
executions, and while originally a believer in the
efficacy of capitzl punishment, his experience and
observation -convinced him of its fallacy. Price
$2.00 through the Theosophical Precs.

* % %

If anyone has a new or second-hand copy of
the book entitled Osru, author unknown, please
write Colonel Cromwell Stacey, Camp Custer,
Michigan.

Reduced Railroad Fares

A reduction of one and one-half fare on the
“Certificate Plan” will apply for members attend-
ing the meeting of the American Theosophical
Society, to be held at Hotel Sherman, Chicago,
August 9-13, 1924, and also for dependent mem-
bers of their families. You will be entitled up to
and including Aug. 16 to a return. ticket at this
reduced rate.

The following directions are submitted for your
guidance:

1. Tickets at the regular one-way tariff fare for
the going journey may be obtained on dates to be
announced in the August MESSENGER.. Be sure
that, when purchasing your going ticket, you re-
quest a certificate. Do not make the mistake of
asking for a “receipt.”’

2. Present yourself at the railroad station for
ticket and certificate at least thirty minutes be-
fore departure of train on which you will begin
your journey.

3. Certificates are not kept ot all stations. If
you inquire at your home station, you can ascer-
tain whether certificates and through tickets can
be obtained at the place of meeting. If not ob-
taiuable at your home station, the agent will in-
form you at what station they can be obtained.
You can in such case purchase a local ticket to
the station which has certificates in stock, where
you can purchase a through ticket and at the
same time ask for and obtain a certificate to ihe
place of meeting.

4. Immediately on your arrival at the mecting »

present your certificate to the endorsing officer,
Mr. J. C. Crummey, Chairman Certificates Com-
mittee, as the reduced fare for the return journey
will not applv unless you ars properly identified
as provided.for by the certificate.

5. Arrencements have been made for valida-
ticn of certificates by a special agent of the car-
riers on August. 9, 11, 12 and 13 if the required
min:muin of 250 certificates is presented.

6. No refund of fare will be made on account
of failure to either obtain a proper certificate nor
on account of failure to have the certificate vali-
daled.

7. So as to preveat disappointment, it must be
understood that the reduction on the return jour-
ney is not guaranteed, but is contingent on an at-
tendance of not less than 250 members of the or-
ganization at the mee'ing and dependent members
of their familioy, holdinz rezularly issued certi-
ficates obtained from ticket agents at starting

-points, showing payment of regular one-way tariff

fare of not less than 67 cents on going journey

_ 8. If the necessary minimum of 250 certificates
is presented to the special agent as above ex-
plained, and your certificate is duly validated,
you will be entitled up to and including August
16, 1924, to a return ticket via the same route
over which you made the going journey, at one-
half of the regular one-way tariff fare from the
place of the meeting to the point at which your
certificate was issued.

9. Return ticket issued at the reduced fare
will not be good on any limited train on which
such reduced fare transportatign is not honored.
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Lecture on Phenomena

Mr. William A. Marqua of Cincinnati gave
an illustrated lecture on the subject of “Proofs
of Immortality” which seems sufficiently impor-
tant to the Post of that city to secure an illus-
trated writeup. Mr. Marqua is one of the newer
members of the Theosophical Society who has a
keen interest in the phenomenal phase and who
is fortunate enough to have in his possession a
number of photographs which would be reckoned
extremely interesting by Conan Doyle or Sir
Oliver Lodge or any other person interested in
psychical research.

Mr. Wardall's Lectures

Lodges desiring lectures by Max Wardall,
National Lecturer, during the fall, are requested
to write’him at once to the address given below.
" In writing Mr. Wardall, Secretaries of Lodges
are requested to state the dates upon which it
would not be convenient to have him. He will
thercupon arrange his itinerary with these facts
in view and thus avoid conflict with other lec-
turers or activities.

Please send all requests at earliest date pos-
sible to Max Wardall, 675 Marathon Road, Alta-
dena, California.

Young People, Attention

The Theosophical Young People’s Club of Chi-
cago will be glad to meet the young people from
other cities attending the Theosophical Society
Convention August 9th to 13th.

Any young person,' planning his vacation at
that. time, who would care to take a hike or spend
a few days at the sand dunes, please communicate
with the Secretary of the Theosophical Young
People’s Club, 725 Kimball Bldg. Chicago, Ill.,
before July 10th if possible.

News ltems

Besant Lodge, Seattle, has been giving a series
of “library” teas on Thursday afternoons and re-
ports that they have been quite successful.
Another activity by that Lodge has been lectures
by. various educators on the subjects of their
specialties. An example of that was a recent
lecture on art by a member of the faculty of
the Cornish School in that city.

A letter from a member at Grand Rapids says
that he tuned in with his radio on Kansas City
and heard Mr. Max Wardall giving a talk from
that point. Being an invalid the member ex~
presses the hope that people who cannot go out
to lectures will in the future have a better op-
portunity to listen to theosophical talks and sug-
gests that a broadcasting station from the
vicinity of Headquarters through which an ad-
dress might be delivered once a week would
accomplish a world of good.

Los ANGELES LobGe

Mr. C. F. Holland and Mr. A. P. Moran are
continuning to give Sunday evening lectures. On
Wednesday nights, instructive talks are given by
different members. On April 23rd, Dr. Woodruff
Shepherd spoke on “High Powered Theosophy.”
On April 30th the subject was “Theosophy and
the Heart Cry of Humanity,” and Mr. Valdemar
Bray the speaker. On May 14th, Mr. Moran.
spoke on “White Lotus Day of the Future.” On
May 21st, Dr. van der Leeuw addressed the Lodge
on the future of the Los Angeles Lodge and the
need for co-operative work; and on May 28th,.
Dr. Bell gave a very interesting and helpful talk
on “The Genius of the American People.”

Bishop Cooper Returns

Bishop Irving S. Cooper, who has spent some-
months in Australia is expected to arrive in San.
Francisco about the middle of August.

Resignation

May 21, 1924,
Mr. L. W. Rogers, President,
American Section, Theosophical Society,
826 Oakdale Ave., Chicago.
Dear Mr. Rogers:

It is with regret that I ask you to accept my-
resignation as Assistant Editor of Tue MESSEN-
cer. To serve in this way has been a great
privilege, and I want to assure you that I have:
appreciated the opportunity. )

I will, of course, be glad at all times to help-
with the magazine in some of the details, but
ask particularly to be relieved of all responsi-
bility.

Faithfully yours,
Gam 'WiLson.

SPECIAL NOTE: DO NOT FILL IN THIS SIDE

PROXY BY SUBSTITUTION

(This side to be filled in by tbe holder of proxy in case he has to be absent from Convention.)

I hereby appoint........coovviviiinininnn..

............................... to represent me

in 1924 Convention and to exercise this vote thereat with full power of substitution.

(Signed) . ...ovvvvviiiiiiiiiiii -
Original Proxy.










