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The Convention

AS we dare not wait longer to learn the
date of Dr. Besant’s arrival, if she
comes, the date of the Convention has been
fixed for August 22, 23, 24, 25 and 26. If
Dr. Besant comes early, the Convention
will be made the conclusion of her tour. If
she comes<late, the Convention will be the
beginning of it. We are daily expecting a
cable giving thé decision whether she can
leave India, but even if she does not come,
we will have a great Convention, for it will
not be without superior attractions. Mr.
Fritz Kunz is arriving in May and of course
we shall have him at the Convention. We

. also hope to have other prominent Theoso-
phists from abroad but it is too early to
speak with certainty.

The good mews can also be announced
that Convention Headquarters have been
secured away from the noise of the Loop—
the Midway Masonic Temple in the Jack-
son Park district of the south side, which
seats twelve hundred people comfortably.
Hotel accommodations will be through the
Jackson Park Hotel Association in which
there are nineteen hotels, all within a short
radius of the Masonic Temple, and the ac-
commodations will be about one-third less
than in previous years for equal accommo-
dations. Some of the hotels overlook Lake
Michigan and will afford the members an
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opportunity to combine a delightful vaca-
tion with an inspiring Convention. The
Association will arrange for special motor
coach service between the hotels and the
Convention Headquarters.

This year we shall begin three months
ahead to canvass the Lodges for definite
information about the number that will at-
tend the Convention and shall endeavor to
make absolutely certain of the necessary
two hundred and fifty railway certificates
that will guarantee half fare on the return
trip.

So many Conventions are coming to Chi-
cago this year, that a canvass of the hotel
situation made 1t clear that we must make
an immediate decision upon the dates or
there would be no certainty of securing
anything. Therefore, the choice of the
dates above given.

Headquarters Trees

ONE of the necessities on our Headquar-
ters site is a grove. Aside from its
natural beauty, it is a very necessary fac-
tor in the theosophical summer schools
that will be a permanent feature in the
near future—vacation schools that can
either precede or follow the Annual Con-
ventions in Chicago. In the search for a
site, we never lost sight of two things—
first class transportation facilities and a
grove! The former we have and on that
point nothing is left to be desired. The
grove of suitable kind we did not find on
a single site that was inspected. The
Wheaton site, however, was in every other
particular so superior that it would have
been folly to reject it. In these days of
almost miraculous horticultural feats, a
grove can be made, and made quickly.
Those of us who have attended World
Fairs, or Expositions, and have seen land-
scapes with trees and shrubs in vigorous
growth and bloom where a year before was
only vacant ground, will readily under-
stand the possibilities. Some of our tree
men no longer regard the growing season,
and will move a large tree in full leaf in
summertime from its rooted habitation of
forty years to any reasonable distance
without any visible check in its growth.
That, of course, involves heavy expense,
but there is a cheaper plan that answers
our purpose. Young trees from sixteen to
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Aﬁnual Dues

WE are now close upon the time when
the annual dues of $3 for Lodge mem-
bers and $6 for Section members should be
sent to Headquarters. The fiscal year ends
June 30, but it will help the Secretary-
Treasurer greatly if the enormous volume
of work at that season is distributed over
a period of several weeks. Therefore,
Lodges that can send the dues early in
June, or even before that time, will confer
a favor. Section members can remit now
at any time. The more who act early the
easier will be the task in the office. Every-
body knows how the Christmas shopping
and mailing becomes an almost impossible
burden to clerks and carriers as the final
day arrives. So, too, it is at Headquarters
as June 30 approaches. Please do a real
service by helping to distribute the work
over several weeks.

Going to Adyar?

THE indications are that there will not
be a very large American attendance at
the semi-centennial celebration at Adyar in
December, but in addition to the few who
have notified Headquarters of their inten-
tion to go, there may be others who are
taking the chance that they can book a
passage at a late date.

One would suppose that it would be an
easy matter to get the necessary informa-
tion, but the booking agencies seem to be
so indifferent about it that one feels in-
clined to ask them if they are really not
interested in the sale of tickets! One
agency has made no response whatever to
inquiries. Another, after repeated efforts,
has been induced to furnish some informa-
tion. In general it can be said that the cost
of the trip will vary greatly according to
the steamers selected, the time allowed for
the voyage, the class of ticket, etc. One
agency estimates the round trip, first class,
at $2500. That is via Europe. The other
extreme is by the American-Indian line
direct from New York to Bombay, second
class, round trip $545 (that does not in-
clude railway fare from Bombay to Ma-
dras). Those vessels are said to have ex-
cellent passenger accommodations. The
sailings are monthly.

A different route is from New York by
the Italian line to Naples, second class,

“some excellent results.

$150 each way. The round trip from
Naples to Bombay, second class, is $364—
a total of $664—for the sea journey.

Going via Northern Europe, first class
tickets vary from $140 to $250 upward
(according to the size and speed of the
steamer) to England. From London to
Madras (the Adyar port) first class, round
trip, is from $545 upwards, or a total mini-
mum of $825 for the round trip from New
York and return. Second class for the
round trip from London to Madras is $455.
From the United States to Europe, there
is also a third class ticket said to be used
by thousands of students and teachers
every sumimer.

Some of our members intend going via
London, thence by steamer and train across
several of the European countries to a
Mediterranean port, and from there to
Madras.

Our Library

A RECENT inventory of our Headquar-

ters Library shows its present value
to be $1,640.97. No books have been re-
ceived for it recently but it is hoped that
our members have not forgotten that the
library is a thing of great practical useful-
ness. From it books are loaned to in-
quirers, who write asking for something
more than the small pamphlets and the
Secretary-Treasurer has been able to trace
It is these things
that are of daily practical service that
should be fostered. If you have theosoph-
ical books that are not serving a useful
purpose, send them to our library. '

A Rogue Abroad

SEVERAL letters have come to Head-
quarters describing the methods of a
swindler who poses as an ex-convict and
sometimes presents a forged letter. He has
learned the names of prominent members
whom he mentions and tells a plausible
story when asking for a few dollars as a
“loan.” To give him money is only to
encourage rascality.

No member of the Society goes to
Lodges asking for money. Such a swindler
should be asked for his membership card.
If he cannot produce it cut the interview

short.
L.W.R.
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were produced by trickery, that she herself
wrote the letters which came through her
from the Master and so on. You will be
told that her phenomena were investigated
and proved fraudulent. I can at least bear
direct testimony on that subject. You will
find that all people who knew her trusted
her implicitly. Those who attack her did
not know her personally. I myself have
seen those letters arrive phenomenally
when Madame Blavatsky was seven thou-
sand miles away. I have also seen the
various curious phenomena which took
place in her presence, and can certainly
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testify that they were not produced by
fraud. Anyone who had ever known her at
all will tell you that she was utterly in-
capable of deceiving even a child, so un-
compromisingly honest and downright was
her character. :

Now, as a closing thought I should like
you to remember the great debt of grati-
tude which we owe to her for founding this
Society which means so much to us all;
and to resolve in our humbler way to fol-
low the example which she has set for us
of utter and heroic devotion to the Masters
and to the work for which They exist.

Hints to Vegetarians
By Arsa Barks

THE one who is entrusted with the feeding of
the family has a responsibility not lightly
escaped. Traditionally, we are meat eaters, and
the family meals have been planned around
meat and potatoes with little thought in the
plans further than “What kind of meat shall we
have for dinner?” But we are evolving. Some
of us have reached that stage of right thinking
where meat not only is not essential in the diet
but is objectionable. Now the duty of feeding
the family on a vegetable or at least a meatless
diet, is a still greater responsibility because no
matter whether the diet is to be with meat or
meatless, it must be well balanced if the fires
of life are to be kept burning and growth is not
to be stunted.

An exact knowledge of what food does for the
body and how it does it, is quite important for
every one who has the family feeding in charge.
This may be termed the A. B. C. of good nutri-
tion and is not beyond anyone who cares to
learn it.

First the body is a working machine. Like a
clock it goes all the time. Whether asleep or
awake the heart, lungs, digestive tract etc. are
working and exercise brings many muscles into
play: In order to have energy to spend in these
body activities, man must have three great classes
of energy-bearing food substances—protein, fat
and carbohydrate. = Most people are familiar
with the sources of these foodstuffs. Carbohy-
drates are the starches and sugars and are found
“in the cereal food, potatoes, tapioca, beets, car-
rots and many other vegetables and fruits, and in
pure sugar and the sweet fruits. Vegetable fats
are found in many plants such as cottonseed,
olives, peanuts, cocoa beans, etc.

The foodstuff which serves the double purpose
of furnishing energy and building and repairing
the body tissues and therefore is of so great
importance in the body, is protein. Protein is
sbundant in lean meat, but it is also found in
easily digestible form in other foods. It is there-
fore important that we familiarize ourselves with

these foods and be able to adjust the protein
balance in the day’s dietary necessary to meet the
daily protein needs of the body.

One very important food for vegetarians is
milk. Milk has all the essential foodstuffs in it
together with vitamines, which play a vital part
in the upkeep of the human machine. Infants
up to one year live and thrive on milk alone. It
then should continue to hold an important place
in the diet of the adult.

Eggs also, have unusual food value, being rich
in' protein and mineral. The protein which must
give balance in the vegetable menus, is found in
eggs, milk, cheese, all kinds of nuts, peas, beans
and lentils. Of the cereals containing protein,
oats, wheat and corn head the list. -The whole
grain cereals should be used, as oat meal, whole
wheat, etc. which furnish the greatest abundance
of protein and minerals.

With this simple classification then, we can
easily see that meatless meals must, in order to
have balance, have protein foods such as milk,
eggs, cheese, nuts, peas, beans or lentils, supple-
mented with whole grain bread and cereals.

Thus, a typical meatless day’s menus follow:

BREAKFAST
Fresh Strawberries and Cream
Oatmeal with Top Milk
Bran Muffins
Milk

LUNCHEON
Scrambled Eggs Brown Bread
String Beans
Head Lettuce Salad—Mayonaise Dressing
) Plain Cake
Cocoa
DINNER
Creamed New Potatoes
Brown Bread
Spinach with Eggs
Lettuce and Tomato Salad
Jelly
Orange Bavarian Cream

Jam

Cheese Fondu

Fruit Cookies
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When Half-Gods Go

By C. JINARATADASA

THEBE is a poem of Emerson that closes with
three very well-known and oft-quoted lines:

Heartily know,
When half-gods go,
The Gods arrive.

He is describing in the poem the attitude of
a man who profoundly loves a woman who stands
for him as the gateway to idealism. But if this
woman were to care for some one else, there
would arise a situation of deep distress. How
shall the lover react to such a tragedy? Emer-
son’s advice is not to be bitter, but to recognise
that, though his love for her has been a wonderful
idealism and will soon die, life will bring a more
than adequate compensation; for,

Though thou loved her as thyself,
As a self of purer clay,

Though her parting dims the day,
Stealing grace from all alive;
Heartily know,

When half-gods go,

The Gods arrive.

This situation is characteristic of us all. For
we are always apt to cling to the “half-god,” not
knowxng that, if we let the half-god go, the true
God will arrive. Each of us now clings to certain
thoughts and convictions which he thinks are
essential to his existence. But, in reality, they
areT ﬁmt so.

he average man wraps himself in a
of ideas provided for him by his envir%aﬁrrlx?:l?tt.
In India, all caste people are enveloped as by
an aura by ideas of caste. All white people are
similarly enveloped by the idea of race superi-
ority. Everyonq of us has something that we
cling to, something of tradition, which comes to
us through religion or family. All these tradi-
tional elements in a man’s character are not
harmful in themselves. We know how much in
spite of all their evils, caste observances ﬁelp
weak characters to keep away from evil. Simi-
larly, there is no doubt that the sense of race
pride does help a weakness in the character to
gamn a temporary strength, and that it enables
‘2 man not to give way to certain temptations.
In the main, however, these half-gods to whom
we continually offer incense make us ineffective
in life. We may live the usual round of social
events, and perhaps not do any great disservice
to our fellow-men. But, so long as we cling to
these half-gods, we are, as a matter of fact, very
ineffectual, and it will little matter to future
generations whether we lived or died.

here is in each one of us the power of the
true God, but the vision of Him is the most
difficult: thing in life. We have to struggle and
sacrifice much, before we can see the Divinity
in ourselves. But, when once we have seen, we
stand no longer fashioned in the mould of any
tradition, racial or religious. We are then our
true selves. Then we are afraid of nothing. To-

day the caste man is afraid lest his character go
to pieces, if he does this or the other thing which
violates caste. Similarly the white man has a
subconscious fear in the midst of dark popula-
tions, that unless by aloofness he keeps up his
sense of prestige, his individuality will be sub-
merged by the alien individualities of a foreign
race. I have read of an Englishman in the wastes
of Canada, where the nearest neighbor was twenty
miles away, who deliberately each evening dressed
for dinner at the end of the day’s work. He felt

-that somehow this routine was essential to retain-

ing his conception of culture. So long as a man
clings to a tradition, he is a slave to life, and not
its master.

But how may we see the God within us? Only
with an ideal as the window. It is only through
an ideal that He can reveal His face. And it
does not matter what our ideal is—whether it be
of religion or science, of art or philosophy. An
ideal is that thing for which we have no hesitation
in sacrificing ourselves. If a man hesitates to sac-
rifice, what he sees is not yet the ideal. In the
face of an ideal, the soul thinks nothing worth
while but its service.

When a man has seen the ideal, it does not
matter what are the outer forms in which he tries
to reveal its power in him. If he is a religious
man, he will pick out of orthodox religion only
those elements which do not clash against the life
of the Inner God within him. Religions and
philosophies are useful only to bring a man to his
ideal; after that point they have no authority
over him. For a man with an ideal makes his
own religion and his own philosophy. Did not
Shri Krishna say: “All the Vedas are useful
to an enlightened Brahmana, only just so
much as is a tank in a place where water is on
all sides.”

To each one of us, there is a possibility of an
intense life, if only we let our half-gods go. But
we are afraid, because we do not trust ourselves.
We are afraid of the fight that we know we must
make against our environment, against our rela-
tions, against public opinion, against the stand-
ards laid down for us by our racial and National
traditions. Yet true life only begins when a man
stands apart from life, and sees all life’s externals
—religion, occupation, philosophy, art, etc—as
subservient to one Soul’s purpose.

Speaking as a Theosophist, I think it does not
at all matter whether a man is a Hindu or a
Muslim, a Christian or a Buddhist, a Zoroas-
trian or an Atheist, so long as in his heart there
is a sense of a powerful ideal. For a man who has
an ideal has seen the God in himself. Through
that vision he has seen a far-away reflection of
the Divinity of the Universe. Whether that
Divinity shall be called Ishwara or God, Allah
or Ahuramazda, or an impersonal Law or Dharma,
we shall know ati the long last. Till then, what
we know of Him as our ideal is sufficient unto
our day.
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would be gaining increased powers of vibratory
response through the experiences being gained;
the whole group soul being enveloped by the
nourishing and protecting wall of mental monadic
essence. Throughout the whole of the time taken
by this pre-human evolution, the monad remains
attached to its triad, until individualization and
the forming of the causal body make it possible
for it to draw experience through its lower ve-
hicles and bring about its own evolution. [See
Study in Consciousness by Annie Besant, Chap-
ters 4 and 5.] E. NorMAN PEARSON.

Question: I have been told several times by
Theosophists of different schools that “meat”
must not be eaten. I have asked what was the
view of Jesus Christ about this matter, stating
that in the New Testament the word “meat” ap-
pears several times, and the answer has been that
“the word “meat,” in Greek, means all kinds of
food and not especially “animal flesh.” It might
be so with reference to the Greek meaning in
some passages; but when I come to the parable
of the Prodigal Son, Luke xv, from verses 11 to
32, it is another thing. There Jesus Christ, in
verse 23, makes the father of the Prodigal Son
say: “Bring the fat calf and kill it, and let us
eat and make a banquet * * *” The fat calf
in this case is not “meat” in a general way; it is
flesh of the same kind as that of the stock yards.
From this pardble it appears that in the time of
Christ the flesh of animals was eaten, especially
in festivities, and Jesus Christ did not say any-
thing against it: on the contrary, he introduced
this aspect of the custom in his parable. From
what the older brother said in complaint, it ap-
pears that “kids” were also eaten at feasts, al-
t{.lffugh considered rather inferior in value to a
calf.

Perhaps you will say that Jesus Christ in this
case used this custom as an illustration and not
in support of the said custom. But if that is
your explanation, it is not convincing, because
He was a master mind in his knowledge of natural
matters. His deep and poetical ideas were not
meager, and He could have used easily something
else in order to show the paternal joy for the
coming back of his lost son.

Please explain if you can, stating your answer
clearly. L. G. PrieTo.

Answer: The use of animal flesh as food is
just one of the many ways in which humanity at
present violates the ideals of brotherhood and
weakens and makes impure the various bodies
which constitute, as Paul tells us, a Temple of
the indwelling God in man.

However, since perfect freedom of thought and
liberty of action prevails in the Theosophical
Society as regards such matters, no Theosophist
has a right to impose his views on this question
upon another dogmatically, or by force of argu-
ment, or weight of authority. All that should
be done is to point out by logical reasoning and
admonition the harmful effects connected with
the use of animal flesh as food. These will be

found fully set forth in pamphlets such as Dr.
Besant’s Vegetarianism in the Light of Theosophy
and Mr. Leadbeater’s Vegetarianism and Occult-
ism.

As regards the attitude of the Master Jesus on
the question, the right of difference of opinion
must be recognized in view of the meager inform-
ation to be gleaned from His recorded statements..
However, there is only one passage in which
reference is made to His having partaken of any
form of animal flesh, and this js found in a some-
what doubtful passage which mentions His hav-
ing partaken of fish after His resurrection, a time
when it would seem least likely when He would
have partaken of it. .

His reference to the eating of meat in the story
of the Prodigal Son can no more be taken as
evidence ofl His indorsement of such use, than
the story of the Talents can be taken as evidence
of his indorsement of usury, or His story of the
unjust Steward as an indorsement of the steward’s
unethical practices, even if these stories are taken
in their literal interpretation.

A study of Bible symbolism will show that such
expressions as fat, the fatted calf, meat, fish, wine,
etc., all have a symbolical meaning, and that in
the passages where these occur, Jesus was only
following the custom of occult teachers when He
clothed His spiritual teachings in form of para-
bles, which ‘use familiar customs and ficures of
speech as a medium of expression. He gave
the deeper esoteric teaching to those who had
“BEars to hear, and eyes to see,” beyond the
exoteric form of His expression. While to those
who lacked this ability, the same story gave a
higher religious and ethical teaching clothed in
simple and familiar speech.

Lume C.'WaTson.

Question: I would like to know about tithing.
The Bible teaches that one-tenth of all you pos-
sess should be given to the Lord. What does:
Theosophy say?

Answer: If a hard and fast rule about giving
to the cause were laid down for each individual
Theosophy would defeat its own purpose of help-
ing man forward in his evolution. Telling indi-
viduals how much they should give would be like
making rules for children to guide them until they
have grown up and can make their own. Each
one will give according to his capacity, that is,
according to the stage he has reached in his evolu-
tion. Man’s early stages are periods of getting
and grasping for himself, then comes the middle
stage when he wants to give “for value received,”
and last of all the stage of giving or outvouring
without thought of return—sacrifice. Theoso-
phists generally have reached at least the begin-
ning of the last stage, but there are as many
grades in this as there are in evolution. When
the Theosophist once begins to understand the
working of the law of Karma he wants to give,
both materially and spiritually, and as he gives
of his material and spiritual possessions his capac--
ity for giving increases. K.C,H
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number of persons, in response to some introduc-
tory words by Mrs. Bush, appeared from behind
a curtain in costumes representing the various
types of mystics and gave readings from different
authorities. At the end of the pageant the cur-
tain was drawn back and all the mystics repeated
an appropriate verse in unison.

The Lodge had a “pretend” party during March
in which two members pretended to be strangers
to Theosophy and inquired about the things which
interest newcomers. Different members were
called upon to answer the questions. This was
a new way of testing their ability for the im-

portant work of presenting Theosophy to
strangers.

‘ From Oklahoma City: “In October the ladies

of the Oklahoma City Lodge were formed into
The Lotus Guild for the purpose of earning
money to pay the increased expense incurred by
the Lodge in moving into new and more attract-
ive quarters. This Guild is an all-inclusive organ-
ization, every woman of the Lodge being 2 mem-
ber and subject to the call for service.

“During the past winter the Guild secured per-
mission from the building manager to serve
lunches in the lodge room, depending almost en-
tirely upon the occupants of the building and the
members and their friends for patronage. Deli-
cious home cooked lunches were served twice &
month. The sales ranged from $8.00 to $25.00 a
luncheon. As a result of the work of The Lotus
Guild the Oklahoma City Lodge has been in bet-
ter condition financially than at any time in its
history.”

- News ltems

A member in Seattle writes “that anyone in-
terested in receiving the Fortnightly Message,
the publication of our St. Alban’s Liberal Cath-
olic Church in Seattle, may do so if he will send
postage (two cents an issue) to Mrs. Alice J.
Newell, 1060 East Thomas St., Seattle, Wash.”

Word comes from England that Mr. Frank
Spieker, 492 Third St., Brooklyn, N. Y., has been
appointed Secretary of the International Fellow-

shjp_in Arts and Crafts for America. Any in-

quiries concerning the Fellowship may be ad-
dressed to him.

During the past months Headquarters received
a request from Mrs. Simons for application blanks
to be sent to five of her pupils in the Corre-
spondence Course, most of whom were recognized
as those whose interest in Theosophy had been
aroused through our publicity and later subscribed
for the Course. “The Awakeners” seems to be
a good name for the publicity pamphlets.

A young lady, F.T.S., who is a competent sec-
retary-stenographer, offers to go to the Adyar
Celebration in that capacity or as companion or
maid in exchange for passage fare. A young man,
who is foreman-machinist, offers his services for
passage fare. He is probably thinking of the
proposed chartering of a ship by the Dutch Sec-
tion. Anyone who is interested may get further
information from Headquarters.

The acting Head of the World Federation of
Young Theosophists, Arthur Burgess, calls the
attention of all young theosophists to the World
Congress of The Theosophical Society which is
to be held at Adyar in December, 1925. He
states that a special conference of young theoso-
phists will probably be held at the conclusion of
the Congress, and urges that all the young theoso-
phists who can possibly manage it should attend
and send their names and addresses to The Young

Theosophist Congress, Theosophical Society,
Adyar, Madras, S. India. “Those who cannot be
present but would like a record of the proceedings
should also send their names together with one
shilling to cover the expense of postage and
printing.”

While in Davenport recently Max Wardall gave
& ten minute lecture over the radio station WOC.
His subject was “Mind Radio” and he received
twenty-two responses over the telephone and by
mail after the lecture. A number of the listeners
wanted to get copies of the lecture, and know
more about the work. One of the writers said
she could have listened to that line of talk for
hours and suggested that more of that sort of
thing be broadcasted over the radio, saying “you
would be doing a great work enlightening human-
ity, it is so much more interesting than those old
time church services.” It might be worth while
for Lodges to try to arrange for talks over the
rgi;ilio by our National Lecturers whenever pos-
sible. :

The following appeared in the Chicago Tribune
recently:

London, March 31.—There is a definite natural
force emanating from the human eye with which
it is possible to set a minute electrical engine in
motion, according to the startling discovery of the
English scientist, Dr. Russ.

Dr. Russ, after ten years of experimenting in
this field, has just disclosed amazing proof that
the human eye gives off a magnetic ray powerful
enough to affect a tiny instrument and keep it
running by merely staring at it.

This natural force, according to Dr. Russ, is
apparently generated in the brain, escaping chiefly
through the eyes. Children as well as adults are
able to move the indicators, but the degree of
eye power varies in different individuals. The
scope of the movement of the indicator varies
from fifteen degrees to sixty degrees in the tests
which Dr. Russ has just completed.
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Announcement of Important New Book

The Theosophical Press announces the publica~
tion in the near future of the latest and undoubt-
edly one of the greatest books written by the Rt.
Rev. Charles W. Leadbeater, entitled The Mas-
ters and the Path. It will mark an entirely new
epoch in the Theosophical ‘Society,.bemg a defi-
nite giving out of detailed information about the
Masters of the Wisdom that will tend to make
it possible for more people to reach Them. It
will make all our thinking about Them far clearer
and will bring Them infinitely nearer to us than
any other work in existence, in English, at least.

Fifteen chapters comprise the work, as follows:

1—The Existence of the Masters
1I—The Physical Bodies of the Masters
III—The Way to the Master
TV—Probation
V—Acceptance .
VI—Other Presentations
VII—The First Initiation
VIII—The Ego o
1X—The Second and Third Initiations
X—The Higher Initiations
XI—The Work of the Masters
XII—The Chohans and the Rays
XIII—The Trinity and the Triangles
XIV—The Wisdom in the Triangles
XV—The Power in the Triangles

It is well known among the Buddhists that the
Lord Buddha promised to return to the world
once in each year, on the anniversary of His
death and shed upon it a flood of blessing. A
very special feature of The Masters and the Path
is the full description of this festival which occurs
at the full moon day of the Indian month of
Vaisakh (called in Ceylon, Wesak, and usually
corresponding to the English May). To give a

visual idea of the festival, a colored illustration .

has been prepared and will form a part of the
book.

Those who wish to reserve a copy of The Mas-
ters and the Path may do so by placing their
order now with The Theosophical Press, 826 Oak-
dale Ave., Chicago. Price will be approximately
$2.50. Separate unfolded copies of the illustra-
tion, “The Wesak Valley,” suitable for framing,
will be obtainable at 35 cents each.

Publicity Donations for. March

George W. Lake ........cooivnvincneennns $ 1.00
Miss O. Burroughs ..........cveennennnn

Santa Ana Lodge .........ccoouiiiiiiinen 2.00
Oakland Lodge . .......ccoeenrineannneeennn 3.50
R. Lloyd JOMeS . ..uovvvevnnnrcnnnnnnennnns 50.00
Atlanta Lodge . ....ovvernniiiiiii . 1.20
Glendive Lodge ..... 5.00
Mrs. Hannah B. Stephe 3.00
New Haven Lodge 2.36
I. W. Leatherman 1.00
Omaha LOAZe . .oovivrvernreronrneaenenes 1.75
Long Beach Lodge 3.00
Gulfport Lodge ............... 1.80
Pacific Lodge ....... 3.10
Berkeley Lodge ... 5.00
Mrs. Robert Logan 25.00
Cleveland Todge ..e.ovvevevucnenienenaiannn 2.00
Herbert E. Laneport .............covooninn 5.00
Harmony Lodge, Toledo ................... 2.00

-Miss 1da Sherk
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Pasadena Lodge .........ccoiiitinnnncanns
Emilie Hoffman ..
Seattle Lodge .... e
Dr. H . A. Knott .....coviieninrinnnnannns
Chicago Lodge .........cciviieienennneens
Big Rapids Lodge
St. Paul Lodge ....cocvvurnirneinrennnaees
Houston Lodge ........ .
Aberdeen Lodge ....

Charles McQueeney .

Santa Rosa Lodge ...

Tacoms Lodge
Kansas City Lodge
Miss Lottie Patterson ...........ccccceeeoes
Arthur C. Plath
Cedar Rapids Lodge

{
New Territory and Advertising Fund
MARCH PAYMENTS

Wilfred C. Sigerson s......ccovvevvneecneens $ 2.00
George H. Hess .......ivitiiiniinnnennnns 10.00
William H. Mason .....cceveeeeencasconones 8.34
Mrs. Katherine W. Skillman ................ 20.00
J. David HOUSEBT .....ovovevurreannernneginn 2.00
A Friend - .ooennnnnnneereeeaaaaannenn

Gustavus Anger ..
T. D. Dawkins ....

Pacific Lodge .....

J. W. Wagenvoord .....cocveenencecacneens
A Friend ....cieieeiiitircsiiaataanans
Nellie Cocke
Columbus Lodge ..........ccen
Mrs. Hannah B. Stephens .
Mrs. Margaret Dix ..........
Gulfport Lodge
Brotherhood Lodge, Detroit ...........c.vee
Miss Laura Baker
Berkeley Lodge
Col. T. E. Merrill .....ccovvneenenenns
A Friend
Col. T. E. Merrill ..
Mrs. Alice Taylor ..

Robert R. Logan .. R
Mrs. Robert Logan .
Norfolk Lodge ....ceveencronasnrecaaneens .
Arthur J. Sharpley .....covvenmnennnen B
C. W. Zander .....oeceeenence .
Miss Florence R. Freeman .. .
Herman Schneider ..... .
C. Gertrude Spencer ........ccoseecsecoccs 10.00
Mr. Devereux M. Myers .......ccceeovecccs 20.00
Mrs. Devereux M. Myers .......c..ccoeceees 5.00
Service Lodge, ReN0 .....ccocevecuanaenens 1.00
008 weesoennssnonionnssnansesusnnnsess 1.00
Total..eoveeeeonseons $569.84
Sheridan W. Soule

Billings Lodge has been bereft of its President,
Sheridan W. Soule, who passed on suddenly Sun-
day evening, March 29. It must have been a
happy ending of physical plane existence for him,
as “he was sitting in his chair laughing and talk-
ing with his family when he uttered a little char-
acteristic exclamation and passed away.” Mr.
Soule was very active in the Lodge work and will
be sadly missed. The fine spirit of the Lodge in
the midst of its loss is expressed by the Secretary,
who writes: “We held our Lodge meeting Wed-
nesday night and it seemed to us that he was
there. He meant so much to the Lodge and all
of us but we are determined to keep up the work
as strongly as ever.” That will be the finest trib-
ute they can pay to his memory.






204

that is the divine seed. The great work per-
formed by the religious key is to woo out that
divine man into action. Religions are .founded
by great Masters to show men ‘the way to live so
as to bring this essential man into action, and as
we follow the teachings of the founder of a great
religion, we find the way to unfold the possibil-
ities of our divine natures, and become perfect
«gven as your Father which is in Heaven is per-
fect.” Mrs. Besant points out the new race that
is coming in the western part of the United States
and the marks by which we may know the new
powers. .

Based upon the idea that the divine seed, essen-
tial man, is the one that counts most in 1§he
scheme, the next key, the Educational Key, which
deals with the “What Knows” or intellectual man,
views his needs from a new standpoint. Based
upon the unity of life and purpose of this divine
seed, the intellectual man must express himself
through cooperation instead of competition, and
Mrs. Besant points out that this sign is here,
whether we like it or not. Education and educa-
tional methods, she tells us, must be of a truer
kind and a new order, so that_the proper mate-
rial may be presented to the child, and this mate-
rial adapted to his periods of growth. She says
that the teacher is the helper, and that true edu-
cation consists in bringing to bear upon the child,
everything that can stimulate the germs of good.

The lectures on the Scientific and Artistic Keys
are put together in one chapter, and spmmed up
as the two ways of studying the Divine revela-
tion by the Divine Himself, in external nature.
Following out the threefold division of man, this
is the third soul, the “What Does” man, and un-
less he is properly linked up with the “What
Knows” and “What Is,” he separates hilgxself in
purpose and goes astray. Mrs. Besant points out
the dangers confronting Science today, and the
tendency to accent the destructive agencies in the
scheme, but tells us that the scientist is a great
helper following Truth faithfully and deserving
our gratitude.

Writing of Art and the Artist, Mrs. Besant
suggests that if Art is the studying of every ob-
ject as the materialization of a Divine Thought,
then the artist may be a person who catches more
of the meaning of that thought, and one who sees

and hears a little more in the physical sights and-

sounds than does the average inartistic man. To
the student, who finds difficulty in understanding
the place that art holds in the scheme of things
as they are, this chapter which holds that the
“Key of true Art lies in that evolving faculty in
man that will unfold in him higher senses and
open to him wider and more wondrous and more
beautiful worlds” is very illuminating.

In closing, after having sketched the Keys to
the deadlocks, Mrs. Besant pictures the present
human Society, which she says is not worthy of
humanity with a brain to plan and a heart to
feel, and suggests that by studying the facts we
may find a solution of the problem of a social
union. The first ideal of the new order is that
there shall be a period of preparation for society,
this probation to extend from the cradle to the
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twenty-first year, the education to be varied to
suit the capacities of the children, and the in-
terests of ‘the nation. Then the active period
should come, extending from twenty-one to forty
years, where the citizen should be training for
taking an active part in the governing bodies of
the nation, and at forty or thereabouts, the citizen
having been educated and trained to bear his part.
in the productive side of the nation, is ready to
take his place in the councils. Students of The-
osophy cannot afford to miss this message—it has
power to make one think. G.M.H.

The Christian Belief in Immortality in the Light
of Modern Thought, by Rev. James H. Snow-
den. Published by The Macmillan Company,
New York. Price, Cloth, $1.50, through The
Theosophical Press.

This book was entered in a contest and was
awarded a prize of $1,000 by The Churchman,
December 1, 1923, for being the best treatise sub-
mitted on the subject, “The Christian Belief in
Immortality in the Light of Modern Thought.”
One hundred manuscripts were received. The
judges paid most attention to (1) Personal Con-
Viction, (2) Cogency of Argument and Accuracy
in Statement of Facts, (8) Literary Style.

The treatise is not only logically and thor-
oughly developed from the standpoint outlined,
but it is written in a pleasing and readable style
and is instructive as well as entertaining. A
broadness and liberality of mind is evidenced
everywhere.

The exact ground of the subject-matter is care-
fully and painstakingly traversed. One who de-
sires to know just exactly how modern thinkers
regard immortality from the Christian standpoint
will be satisfied. The book will adequately fill
his need, for it clearly reflects the modern Chris-
tian belief in immortality by advanced Christian
thinkers.

The author says: “Any pantheistic form of im-

‘mortality that merges the individual personality

in the general unconscious soul and sea of the
universe does not answer to the great need and
demand of human life and ‘is faith as vague as
all unsweet’ and does not concern us in this dis- |
cussion. * * * Any form of immortality wor- |
thy of the name is permanence of human per-
sonality after death.” Granting that he is using |
the word “personality” in the sense in which a 1
theosophical student would use the word “indi- -
viduality,” we wonder what the goal of perfected
consciousness is understood to be if not to taste
the glory of the One Life by becoming One with -
it. The western mind does not seem to be able
to understand that to merge the individual con- ‘
sciousness with the One Consciousness is not, an-
nihilation. !
The book is, however, the epitome of freedom |
and }1b_erahty of thought. Had the author chosen
as his ideal the fixed idea of “there is no religion
higher than truth;” he would have been no more
successful. Science and religion must be recon- ?
ciled, he says, and the one out of accord with |
truth must be brought into line. Such a spirit |















