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Headquarters Site Secured

AFTER several months of search a satis-
factory Headquarters site has been
found, and, by unanimous agreement of the
Board of Directors, purchased. It is
located just outside one of the suburban
towns near Chicago, only a trifle over one
mile from the postoffice and railway sta-
tions and, measured in time, only twice as
far from the center of Chicago as the pres-
ent location at 826 Oakdale Avenue. The
little city of Wheaton, 25 miles west of
“the loop,” as the heart of Chicago is called,
will be the future address of The American
Theosophical Society. Chicago is a huge
city stretching solidly for many miles
north, south and west, so that a location
nearer to the city’s business heart was not
practicable. There were certain essentials
to be secured on account of our complex
Headquarters activities. Not only did we
want the quiet of the country, with all the
natural beauty and charm available, but
there must be, very close at hand, first
class mail and express, banking and trans-
portation facilities. The latter, for both
people and commodities, are certainly not
surpassed and probably not equalled any-
where within the 500 mile area fixed by the
Convention; for the new Headquarters
site will be but five minutes from the post-
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office by motor truck, while the number of
trains daily in both directions literally runs
into scores. There are two main lines of
transportation—the electric elevated from
Chicago to Aurora and Elgin, and the
Chicago Northwestern-Union Pacific Rail-
way. The latter is the main line of that
system from Chicago to western points, and
through Wheaton pass all its “crack” trains
for Los Angeles, San Francisco, Portland,
Seattle and intermediate points. Wheaton
is the county seat and is the only town on
the line near Chicago where any of the
east bound through trains stop. One of the
latter covers the distance from Wheaton to
Chicago in 26 minutes. Besides the innum-
erable suburban service trains on the steam
railway there is a limited train to Chicago
on the electric road every half hour in
addition to the local trains. There are also
excellent concrete motor roads, among them
the famous Roosevelt road that is one of
the national highways.

Anybody who has traveled directly west
from Chicago cannot have failed to be
impressed with the beauty of the country.
At about 18 miles out the low land is left
behind and a panorama of beautifully
wooded hills stretches away to the Fox
river valley. Wheaton is midway in this
expanse of fertile farms and quiet villages.
Illinois is famous for its rich soil and its
well kept farms and there is no part of
the state that surpasses the section men-
tioned.

Of course there can be no immediate
removal to the new site. The Headquarters
address will continue to be 826 Oakdale
Avenue, Chicago, for at least a year and
very probably longer. The character and
style of the permanent Headquarters
building must be determined and a finan-
cial plan worked out that will enable us
to erect it without in any way checking
the fine local growth now going on among
the Lodges or the steady organization of
new territory that is carrying the teaching
to parts of the country that have never be-
fore had it. Meantime a landscape gardener
can lay out the grounds and with the advent
of spring planting will begin. The grounds,
comprising nearly ten acres, lie just outside

the corporate limits, and slope gently to the -

east. They are high without being steep,
and have several slight knolls and depres-
sions that will lend themselves beautifully
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to the landscape gardener’s skill. The tract
is nearly square, being perhaps 200 feet
longer than wide, with slightly more front-
age on Wheaton Avenue than on Main
Street.

On the point of just how much space we
required there was a slight difference of
opinion. Some thought five acres enough
while others believed that we should make
sure of enough room for all possible future
expansion. It would seem that ten acres
will surely do that as well as to prevent
the too near approach of noisy enterprises.

If a fortunate beginning has any influ-
ence upon the future, the new Headquar-
ters site should be the scene of coming suc-
cess and prosperity. We were fortunate
enough to learn about the new subdivision
soon after it was opened and the few lots
sold did not infringe upon this choice spot in
the center. In addition to other advantages
we found that gas was available—a thing
we had not found in any other suburban
location. To crown all the rest the price
was far below that of other similar proper-
ties and, after considerable negotiation, a
liberal discount was made with the result
that we got the property for a little over
$11,000, while farm land, much farther from
the town, is held at $2,000 an acre. May
such good karma continue to descend!

Vice-Prestdent’s Letter

IN this issue of THE MEssENGER Will be
found a most interesting letter from Mr.
Jinarajadasa. Among other things it calls
attention to the absolute necessity of ad-
vance information about the number of
people who are to be housed and fed at
Adyar during the great gathering of the
theosophical clans for the semi-centennial
celebration of the Society’s birth. Only
those who have had experience in managing
Conventions will understand the embar-
rassments that arise from indefinite infor-
mation about the number that will attend.
At Adyar the problem will be much more
difficult because temporary buildings must
be erected. If any of our members intend-
ing to go to Adyar at that time do as so
many do at our annual conventions—just
arrive without notice—they are likely to
swiftly reap some most unpleasant karma.
To be in a strange land, with strange cus-

toms, with no place to sleep would be an
interesting situation! .

All American members who intend going
to the great celebration should immediately
register at our American Headquarters, 826
Oakdale Avenue, either personally or by
mail. Headquarters will see to it that
suitable arrangements are made at Adyar
to accommodate all visitors from the United
States. Those who have never been abroad
will do well to travel with others who have
been, for experienced travelers can avoid
much that is unpleasant and unnecessarily
expensive. There are many different ways
to go and the variation in cost, even in the
same class of travel, is great. The person
who “knows the game” travels both com-
fortably and economically while the inex-
perienced travelers can easily spend twice
as much as is necessary and get no more for
the money. :

The Besant Portrait

REPRODUCTIONS of the Besant por-
trait will be made so that all our
Lodges that want them can have them, but
before the order can be placed it is neces-
sary to know how many are wanted. That
makes a decided difference in the price.

"The reproductions will be about 18 inches

by 24 inches and will be exact copies in the
original colors. After gathering much in-
formation on the subject it has been decided
that the class of reproduction work that
will do justice to this portrait cannot be had
in this country, and nothing less than the
best the world can furnish will be satis-
factory. Therefore the portrait will be sent
back to Europe for that purpose, to the art
firm that enjoys the reputation of being
the best available for such work. As it
must remain there at least two months, and
as we must have it back here for our
annual convention, those who desire copies
—either individuals or Lodges—must act
very promptly in placing orders. The cost
will depend upon the number of copies that
are made. The estimated cost per copy
by the English firm for an order of mod-
erate size is $13.75. That does not include
transportation, insurance and American im-
port duty, but Headquarters can guarantee
the total price will not in any case exceed
$15 delivered to the purchaser. Orders can
therefore be placed at that price and if the
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number received is large enough the price
will be less.

In order that all Lodges desiring the re-
production may have it, the conditions of
purchase will be made very easy. Individ-
uals ordering should send check for $5.00
with the order, the balance to be paid upon
delivery. Lodges need pay nothing at the
time of ordering and may pay the $15 (or
whatever lesser sum it may prove to be)
at any time during the year 1925. Delivery
can probably be made in July and the
credit term will extend to January 1, 1926.
Therefore any Lodge that can set aside
$1.50 per month for the remainder of this
year can have an exact copy of this fine
portrait of the President of the Theosoph-
ical Society.

Visiting Lecturers

R EPORTS are being mailed to all Lodges

which participated in raising the C.
J. guarantee expense fund prior to his
American lecture tour or which made later
contributions to the expense accounts. As
has been stated at various times in Tuw
MESSENGER, there are two things that can
be done with any money still due either to
Lodges or individuals from the guarantee
fund. They can have it returned to them
or they can leave it at Headquarters for
our Visiting Lecturers’ Fund. That is to be
a permanent thing—and a most useful one.
It has enabled us to bring from Australia
another lecturer who is now at work here to
the benefit of America. There will be
others in the future. The visits of these
lecturers from abroad are very valuable for
various reasons. “Variety is the spice of
life” and they get larger audiences than
our own lecturers, partly because they are
foreigners and the public is curious about
them and partly because they bring out
the entire membership, including those who
have become apathetic, and thus they reach
and stir the laggards who are impervious to
purely American influence. That is true
of even the least conspicuous of the visiting
lecturers and when one like Mr. Jinara-
jadasa arrives, nobody can estimate the
actual value of the work he accomplishes.
His appeal to the public, the sagacity with
which he managed various problems and
the splendid impression he made every-
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where, constitute values that cannot be
measured in money ; but so far as it can be
put materially it is not too much to say
that our Lodges have never made wiser
use of funds than in the contributions to the
expense account of that tour.

Lodge Meetings

WHICH shall we choose,” asks a cor-
respondent, “closed meetings for the
Lodge or open ones to help those who want
to learn something about Theosophy?”
Why not both? The closed meeting is
of greater value in Lodge work than the
Lodge meeting that is open to the public.
The ideal thing is one meeting a week for
members only and one meeting a week for
class work. If it seems to be too much for
the members to give two evenings a week to
the work they need not attend on the class
night. The class leader can manage that
session. With small, young Lodges, how-
ever, there may be the difficulty of a place
to meet and hall rent for one night a week
may be the financial limit. If so, and it
comes to the absolute necessity of either
doing no class work at all or of changing
from a closed to an open Lodge meeting,
then I should unhesitatingly open the
meeting to the public. It seems doubt-
ful whether we can do anything more im-
portant than giving Theosophy to the people
who are interested enough to come to our
meetings.

The Awakeners

THE publicity department is one of our

most useful activities and I have
noticed with some concern that for several
months the receipts have fallen off mark-
edly. The literature printed with that fund
is given away wherever it can be put into
circulation to advantage and many new
memberships have been traced to that
source. Some of our members keep on
hand a small supply of their favorite pub-
licity pamphlet and are thus always ready
for a new opportunity. We have several
members who are traveling men and who
are constantly at work with these little
“awakeners” as somebody has named them.
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Skill in Action

ELSEWHERE in this number of THE
MESSENGER is a letter calling attention
to the lack of tact which sometimes not
only offends without in the least changing
the viewpoint, but is certain to leave the
impression that theosophists are rude
fanatics. When any of us are being enter-
tained in a house where only one member
of the family is a theosophist, the utmost
care should be taken that our conversation
shall in no way cause embarrassment.
There are many of our members whose
vegetarianism is rather an annoyance, if not
a source of serious concern, to the other
members of the family, and the subject is a
delicate one at best, but aside from the em-
barrassment to one’s hostess, the thrusting
of unpleasant propaganda upon a man in
his house borders upon the unpardonable.
We have only to recall the days when we
were not vegetarians, and regarded them
as a bit fanatical, to understand how offen-
sive such a course by a guest would have
seemed. The incident reminds one of an
early Christian missionary to Japan who
raised a great.row because he saw a Jap-
anese doing some work on Sunday and
dragged the astonished man before a
magistrate.

Theosophists, of all people, need skill in
action and unfailing courtesy.

Was It Slander?

HE editor of The Critic is a bit dis-
turbed because, after many moons of
continuous mud slinging at divers mem-
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bers of the Theosophical Society, during
which no notice was taken of the matter, I
finally tossed one tiny pebble in his direc-
tion. He is aggrieved because I said that
besides making an insulting remark about
the President of the T. S. there were other
offenses not mentioned and he fears ill-
disposed persons will give a horrible inter-
pretation to that remark. On that point
the editor of The Critic may be at peace.
If my testimony is worth anything I cheer-
fully certify—and I have known him many
years—that when he is separated from the .
editorial pencil he is a good fellow; and
that I cannot even imagine him doing 2
questionable thing apart from his hobby of
abusing prominent Theosophists. That,
however, seems to be his chief amusement.
He explains that in the remark which I
criticised he was merely making a playful
reference to the fact that the two members
whom he was abusing at that particular
moment had been married in a previous
incarnation, but he made no. reference to
such a thing in the article, nor in any other
part of that issue of his paper, and many
people must have read it who had no knowl-
edge of the matter beyond what that article
gave them. Therefore no word but the
ugly one of slander can properly be applied
to it, but the editor of The Critic has reck-
lessly “joshed” about everybody and every-
thing so long that he has “joshed” himself
into the belief that he alone in all the
world should not be criticised. :

L W.R..

Adyar Day

By ERNEST STONE

It is too early to predict the success of Adyar
Day, but from every indication the fund of five
thousand dollars will be fully subseribed. The
April MesseNGer will give a full account of the
success.

There has been much interest displayed this
year in Adyar Day and our membership has re-
sponded generously. In fact, the American Sec-
tion, through its interest in Adyar Day, has defi-
nitely elected to share in the burden of the inter-
national theosophic activity; the vision has been
lifted beyond the national horizon.

“The President,” writes Fritz Kunz, chairman
of the U.S. Adyar Committee, “has written ap-
preciatively to me of the work done in America.

Our financial help came at just the right june-
ture.” Evidently the Great Ones Who guide and
direct the destiny of the Theosophical Society
turned to America at “just the right juncture”;
probably that juncture was at the annual conven-
tion in the summer of 1923 when the Two Broth-
ers and Fritz Kunz launched the idea which so
struck the imagination of the members of the
American Section. The help has been persistent
from that day to this. It is in the Plan, of
course, and evidently America in all her material
richness is now being called upon to share it, es-
pecially since we have drawn so heavily of late
upon the philosophic richness and spiritual great-
ness of the Far East.
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- Children’s Story-—“In the Land of the Pixies”

By Caruerine G. Ross

PART II

IT would have been all over with Tom in an-
other minute had there not at that instant been
heard a shrill voice of command, to which all
gave instant attention.

“Stop! In the Queen’s name—Peace!”

Tom saw it was his good friend, Cricket, on
the high branch of a bush, with his club up raised.
Beside him was Pedee. .

It was sufficient. The insect community re-
spected his authority in the name of their queen.
The grasshoppers fell back grumbling but obe-
dient—all but Long Hopper. . . .

“You,” he cried angrily, shaking his long quiv-
vering feelers at Cricket. “You, a friend, of in-
sects, defending this human monster!”

“By the Queen’s command,” answered Cricket,
“an_ignorant offender must be given a chance.”

“Ignorant—well, I am ignorant, too. I don’t
know what use he has for legs. And you, false,
soft-voiced hypocrite;” he sneered, turning on
Pedee who had come down to sooth his old friend.
“So you defend him, too?”

“No, Pedee is not a hypocrite,” said Tom. But
is your sincere friend, and so is Cricket. But
they shall not stop you. I was cruel and you
have a right—"

Whatever else was in Tom’s heart to say was
swept aside by a new interpretation, one which
took the instant and absorbed attention of every-
one, even of Long Hopper, listening in amaze-
ment to Tom.

A night bird, swinging low over the crowd
cried her message. Tom could not understand it,
but instantly the thicket was filled with a stir of
moving creatures.

“The Queen holds Court! The Queen holds
Court at moonrise!” were the delighted excla-
mations on every hand. Quickly forgotten ‘was
Long Hopper and his troubles as the crowd scat-
tered to make preparations to be present at the
greatest of Pixieland festivals, one which none of
its citizens misses willingly.

Big Frog. Pedee and - Cricket had important
duties elsewhere. They implored Tom to go with
them, but he refused. Long Hopper, his late anger
forgotten, turned anxiously this way and that,
watching them hurrying off. He, top, had had

is proud duties in other days. Now he was not
even to see the festival. He turned to creep back
into his shelter, forlom and alone. Here was

'om’s chance come at last.

Long before the silvery light of the full moon
began to steal over the tree tops to the east,
the Place of the Queen’s Throne was in readiness
for the throng that would gather to do her honor
and to receive the wise law for the coming month.

.Hordes of ants had laid the finest white sand
between the two borders of rose bush for those
who came on foot, while every leaf and stem
overlooking the space laid out was washed clean
for those who fly. At one end of the plot a
gauzy canopy had been spread by the most skill-

ful of spiders. Its silken draperies were studded
with dew drops placed there by the Pixie maidens
who alone knew how to handle, without breaking
them. The bees had erected the white throne of
their choicest wax. Every flower in the borders
contributed something of color or perfume to make
lovely the gathering place of the Pixies and their
friends, the insects and frogs. .

The first to arrive was a bevy of fire flies who
flew to their appointed places in the shrubbery
to furnish the light. They were followed by the
huge orchestra, lead by Big Frog, making musie
as they came. The music increased in volume
with each new group of arrivals, some on wing
and some afoot. Great arches of color ascended
with the sound and the later coming guests found
themselves entering a great temple, pillared and
roofed with soft colored light, filled with music
and the sweet incense of flowers, and warm with
the feeling of good will. .

Now the music softens to a tender strain and the
vast audience of creeping, hopping and flying
things joins in a chant of welcome. Down the
broad aisle moves the Queen, her sweet face
alight with the kindest smile one could imagine.
High aloft she holds her wand, and the moon,
rising at this moment, sends a long ray to touch
it with silvery fire. The chant dies to silence as
she reaches her throne where she stands for a
moment with upraised face as if listening. Then
she breaks forth into a song which is at once a
message of love from the moon, and the law of the
month for all the citizens of Pixieland. Each
listener must take his key-note from it to do
his work in the coming month.

In the meantime an odd pair had come into
the temple and as quietly as possible slipped into
an obscure corner. It was a large lame hopper,
assisted by a little human, Pixie size, draped
in a torn disguise of green leaves, originally in-
tended to resemble a katydid. There had been
no diffieulty in getting Long Hopper to accept his
help in getting to the festival, but Tom had no
easy task in getting him over the long distance
through the jungles. He took the part of the great
hind legs as best he could, and they came jump-
ing, tumbling and scrambling. When they reached
the place at last Tom was bedraggled and aching
with weariness.

The Queen was just beginning to give special
directions to the senior officers of each group.
They were summoned by the Queen’s trumpeter.
As the name and title of each proud leader were
called, he came forward at the head of his troop,
in full regalia, with banners flying, to salute the
Queen and receive her message. Then leaving a
gift, which was some especially fine piece of work
done by his band, they would move on to make
way for the next group. It was an impressive
spectacle. The temple was alive with the buzzing,
fluttering, bright-eyed citizens of Pixieland, eagerly
standing on tiptoe to see and hear all that was
taking place. Ranks of the worm and ant,
beetle, butterfly and cricket, spider, bee and frog






154

THE MESSENGER

Question Column

[Send in your questions and our Volunteers will answer them.]

Ques. 1. Why does not the T. S. give out the
same teachings -today as it did during the early
years of its life?

Ans—1It does, for the most part. Even in the
early years all of the teachers in it did not give
things out in the same way. They were all, even
to H. P. B, feeling about for ideas and the proper
words in which to express them. As the years
have passed more light has been thrown upon ob-
scure points, new angles of vision obtained, and
some relatively new avenues of inquiry opened
up. All of this, together with the fact of the gen-
eral broadening of human knowledge, and the
broadcasting of occult truths in the world, has
made an utterly new situation both among the
teachers and the taught; and if there had been
no progress and change in the T. S. other societies
would have been doing the work in our stead.

. W. Munson.

Ques. 2. Where will the segregation of the nu-
cleus for the 6th Root Race take place and de-
velop? We know where the Fourth and Fifth
took place. Can it be generally known theosoph-
ically? No doubt the segregation is being done,
or has been done already. And from what Sub
Race?

Ans—The segregation will be from the Sixth
Sub-race of the Fifth Root Race. A very concise
answer to the above question is contained in the
Foreword to the chapter on “Beginnings of the
Sixth Root Race,” in Man: Whence, How and
Whither, as follows: “Ere the Sixth Root Race
comes to its own, and takes possession of its con-
tinent, now rising slowly, fragment after frag-
ment, in the Pacific, many, many thousands of
years will have rolled away. North America will
have been shattered into pieces, and the western
strip on which the first Colony will be settled
will have become an easternmost strip of that
new continent. While this little Colony is work-
ing at the embryonic stage, the Fifth Race will be
at its zenith, and all the pomp and glory of the
world will be concentrated therein. The colony
will be a very poor thing in the eyes of the world,
a gathering of cranks, slavishly devoted to their

Leader.” The inquirer is referred to the above
named book for details. F. K. METTLER.

** Tt is now generally known, theosophically,
where this segregation will take place.

Varnum TEFFT.

** Tt is said that the segregation of egos for
that nucleus has been begun, but that the segre-
gation of bodies will not take place till time for -
the founding of the Colony itself. Egos occupy-
ing bodies of the Sixth Sub-race of the Fifth Root
Race are to be chosen. Jerra Cray.

Ques. 3. Since the honey bees came from Venus
and do not belong to our evolution, what is their
next form of life after manifesting as bees? As
they are so high in organization in every way can
they find suitable forms here? Have just read
Maeterlinck’s Life of the Bee, and it provoked
this question.

Ans—Bees are indeed highly organized little
creatures. The honeybee and the ant, which came
together from Venus, have no higher form in a
dense physical body. Their next step will be
into an etheric body. “Tiny etheric creatures”
—C. J. puts it, in First Principles of Theosophy
—their line of evolution takes them into higher
and finer etheric bodies, as land fairies and then
salamanders, then to astral bodies, where they are
sylphs. From that on through differing advancing
degrees of Deva-hood, until ultimately they arrive
at that goal toward which we are all pressing—
that of Dhyan-Chohan-ship.

Dr. HELEN TarFr CLEAVES.

**k Tt is true that they were brought from
Venus, but Venus belongs to our system and has
a Deva line of evolution so they can easily find
suitable expression for them in the etheric region.
Refer you to first volume Hidden Side of Things
by C. W. L. where this is fully discussed. If
your question in stating “find suitable form here”
means the physical world then it would be true
they could not find suitable physical form as they
must go to a more refined state, namely the
etheric, that next to the physical.

H. W. Rives.

Are We Tolerant?

The first and most insistent lesson given an
F. T. 8. is that of Tolerance. We stand before
the world as the apostles of tolerance and are
fairly consistent as far as religious opinions go.
Wherefore draw a line? Have our Great Teachers
suggested the existence of a line? There are
certain evils which we wish to correct, we may
feel very strongly about them, but the very
strength of our feeiings should warn us to use re-

straint of expression before friends of an opposite -

opinion. How else can we ever hope to win our
way with them, or become ourselves true Theos-
ophists? There is a time and a place to talk
reform; from the platform it becomes an imper-
sonal matter, you are not supposed to be treading
on any particular toes, but even the collective
toe has a sensitiveness all its own and nothing
is gained by crushing it. ’

Many of us have cured ourselves of the craving
for flesh food; we look back upon it as a horrible
thing, but the crass intolerance of sitting at the
table of a meat-cating family and suggesting
the horror! or, indeed, of referring to it in any
way, unless to excuse our own peculiarity, if it
is noticed! The Master speaks in no uncertain
terms—“Do not offer opinions unless directly
asked..... »” “Mind your own business and learn
the virtue of silence.”

We are so absorbed in giving big, magnificent
truths to the world that we often forget the
bigness of modest little truths which can alone
make us desired companions. If our visiting
friends would remember that they can so easily
hurt, instead of heiping the Cause which they
have most at heart, they would cultivate that
truly theosophical attitude called tact. —F. A. M. c.
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Theosophy Abroad

Announcement comes from London that the
promoters of the third international conference
of The New Education Fellowship have arranged
for a session in Heidelberg, Germany from Aug-
ust 1 to 14. Among the Directors are the names
of the well known Theosophists Mr. H. Baillie-
Weaver and Mrs. Beatrice Ensor. Dr. Geo.
Arundale is down for an address.

At Adyar Hall, 27 Bligh Street, Sydney, the
new headquarters for the Theosophical Society,
an exquisite fete, entitled “Asia” was held dur-
ing December. There was a colorful gathering
and all enjoyed the beautiful dances, charming
costumes and special music. A sale of objects de
art was the purpose of the fete giving the general
public a broader conception of Oriental Art, and
hence a better appreciation of the peoples of the
East. Gorgeous silks, jewels, ivories, sandals,
ete., specially imported from India, Burma, Cey-
lon, China, Japan and Java were on display. Ad-
mission was two' shillings. Reports say that the
project was highly successful,

On December 3rd Blavatsky Lodge in Sydney,
under the leadership of Mr. Fritz Kunz, gathered
together for an evening of jollification. During
the evening, slides were shown' of T. S. people as
babies, the object of the game being to guess
the identity of the person shown. There was
much fun.

The Message of Theosophy in Burma for De-
cember contained a notice “To Ladies” to the
effect that the secretary of The Vasantha Ladies’
Circulating Library at Rangoon would “be glad
to present a copy of At the Feet of the Master in
English, Burmese, Tamil, Telugu, Hindu or Ma-
layalam, to ‘any lady who applies for it, sending
up her address in full.”

The last issue of Theosophy In Ireland gives an
enthusiastic account of the great impetus given
to their Lodges in Dublin, Belfast, Cork and
elsewhere, by the lectures and informal talks of
Mrs. Herbert Whyte. :

The first number of the annual News Letter
of the Canadian Theosophical Federation to be
issued from Calgary has arrived, the two previous
numbers having been issued from Vancouver.
The object of the Federation is to supply “inter-
esting and inspiring news items; eliminating all
personalities and controversial matters and seeking
{:)o promote unity and harmony among our mem-

ers.

Far Eastern T. S. Notes published in Shanghai,
China, mentions that the T. S. now has two
Lodges in Japan—one in the capital of the coun-
try, Tokyo, and one in Kyoto.

In the same bulletin Hongkong Lodge reports
47 public lectures delivered in their hall during
the past year, “two lectures at the Portugese Club
and two at the Islamic Union, besides holding

weekly classes for students.” The Lodge room
has been enlarged so as to seat seventy to eighty
visitors in comfort and they expect that this
“will soon be insufficient to accommodate the
growing attendance.

A recent Bulletin Theosophique mentions a new
undertaking by Theosophists of Paris—the
“Theatre Esoterique,” founded on the idea that
almost all the great dramatists have had hours
of mysticism as a result of which they produced
their great masterpieces. The first of the pro-
posed monthly performances was given January

Mention is also made that the theosophists in
Paris are putting on a series of “Orpheus” con-
certs in Adyar Hall, with an excellent orchestra,
fine choir and well known artists, the programs
consisting of selections by Berlioz, Saint Saens,
Bach, Ambrose and others.

It notes further that the Sphinx Lodge in Casa-
blanca, Morocco, is flourishing and that “many
visitors attend the meetings.” They are convinced
that the theosophical ideas will soon spread over
the country.

Theosophy In India mentions the passing over
of D. Subramanya Iyer, retired chief Justice from
the bench of the High Court of Judicature in
Madras, one of India’s “greatest sons” and a
loyal Theosophist, and recalls that during the
recent war when Dr. Besant was for a short time
interned, due to a misunderstanding on the part
of the government, he renounced his title as a
protest against the action of the Government of
Madras, which became the signal for an outburst
of indignation throughout the country and “ulti-
mately led to the release of Dr. Besant and her
friends.”

Mrs. Hilda Wood, who is now in Sydney, Aus-
tralia, writes in part as follows:

“We arrived last Sunday and are just beginning
to settle down. The weather has been cold and
cloudy most of the time, so we have not yet seen
the beauty of the place. The harbor is very
pretty. There are hills covered with trees and
houses that dip down to the water’s edge and
the land runs in and out making little bays and
promontories. The edge of the water is mostly
large rock or rather boulders with here and there
white -sand, but as tempting as the white sand
and clear sea may be on a hot day, one cannot,
I am told, indulge in a swim on account of
sharks that come right up to the shore.

“The house, the Manor, has a very fine situation
overlooking the harbor. The house is very strag-
gling, with many corridors. There may be about
thirty to forfy people living here. We all have
food together at five tables. They have a labor-
saving device whereby the food is put in big ves-
sels on a heated stove, and one goes with one’s
plate just outside the door and gets what he wants,
—a sort of a cafeteria.”
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The Devachanic state is described as “an illu-
sion, a beautiful dream,” and is said to _be
“utterly unsuited to people of active mentality,
however richly that mentality may be colored
by the love principle.” Other chapters of excep-
tional interest deal with “The Path of Initiation,”
“«The Human Aura,” “Elementals and Devas,”
«The Brotherhood of Sacrifice,” and “The Animal
Kingdom.” . .

The reader of this entertaining book will be
pleased to find that the writer has not cqmmli;bed
the error of indulging in any of those blind dives
into the realm of physical plane science that
tend to bring ridicule upon the word Theosophy.
While a number of statements would doubtless
suffer at the hands of a technical astronomer they
are not of a character to discredit the book with
educated people. This is a distinct relief to one
who always reads theosophical articles, dealing
with science, with fear aind trembling.

w. S. L.

Krishna, A Study in the Theory of Avataras, by
Bhagavan Das. Published by The Theosophical
Publishing House, Adyar, Madras, India. Price,
boards, $ .60 through The Theosophical Press.

Bhagavan Das presents the theory of Avataras
in its scientific aspect. The nature of these
special manifestations of the Over Soul as Great
Men, the necessity for them, and their place in the
scheme of evolution, are set forth with the skill
in simplifying complex problems that characterizes
this author’s work.

This theme, so alien to western thought, and
so vital to the understanding of the nature of a
Son of God, is especially timely now. How much
has the mission of the Messiah of Christendom
been robbed of its value because He is presented
to the scientific-minded West as a unique being,
an anomaly in nature, without precedent, instead
of as a logical product of evolution.

Of all the treasures of Eastern lore, the teach-
ings and life of Shri Krishna, and the purna ava-
tara, are the central illuminating gems. That they
are all but unknown to the great body of western
religionists is a part of our dark heritage of big-
otry. The second part of the book gives a sketch
of the main episodes of that many-sided marvel-
ous human life, lived with the grace and power
of the divine nature. Even in the gambols of
this winsome boyhood. Shri Krishna, the God-
like teacher, inspires a devotion that has in it
something of springtime rapture. He awakens
the human heart to a yearning recollection of its
own inherent divinity.

C.G. R.

The Bedrock of Education by George S. Arundale.
Published by The Theosophical Publishing
House, Adyar, Madras, India. Price, Cloth,
$1.00 through The Theosophical Press.

“Ttl,le Bedrock of Education” is a book of timely
event.

Dr. Arundale asserts that he has not reached
his final presentation of the basic principles of
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education, but he has outlined a system of educa-
tion, from the theosophical viewpoint, which is a
veritable beacon light whose beneficent rays
penetrate the “educational darkness” in which
we are groping and illumine the way for educators
who have eyes to see.

Educators agree with Herbert Spencer that the
function which education has to discharge is to
prepare us for complete living. Spencer being
almost, but not quite, a theosophist concluded
there was not time enough to prepare ourselves
for complete living, therefore we must do the
best we can.

Complete living as defined by Dr. Arundale is
“The complete fulfilment in the fulness of time
of God’s plan for His World, as we increasingly
understand it through our growing perception of
evolution—the working out of His plan.” Be-
lieving in reincarnation, and understanding
thoroughly the theosophical interpretation of the
process of evolution, Dr. Arundale shows clearly
that there is plenty of time for thorough prepara-
tion, and knowing that “Education is Life and
Life is Education,” that man is not an isolated
being but one whose past is linked with the lower
kingdoms of nature, and whose future path is
now, as it ever has been, Godward, has unfolded
a plan whereby we may become “increasingly
capable of readjusting ourselves to the denands
of the Spirit rather than to the dictates of the
flesh.”

The principles are based on the ancient Scrip-
tures: God’s Love, God’s Wisdom, God’s W:ll
are to be expressed in terms of Service, Study,
Simplicity and Self-control.

This great worker has brought a rare offering
to the Children’s vineyard.” His great love for
children, his understanding of child life and his
knowledge of education and educational methods
make him truly a great teacher “who lives in
the sunshine of eternity while working in the
shadow of time.”

“The Bedrock of Education” is a book well
named because it is founded on the Rock of Ages.

M. H. R.

Deaths

Rest in the Eternal grant them, Oh Lord,
And may light perpetual shine upon them.

Mrs. Charles D. Evans............ Milwaukee Lodge
Mrs. Solomon V. Frazier............. Vallejo Lodge
Mrs. Martha Hokenson........ Unity Muskegon Lodge

Mr. Thomas W. Livingston. Atlanta Lodge
Mr. Thaddeus W. Lunt... ..Crescent Qity Lodge
Mr. William J. Smith..... . .Crescent City Lodge
Mrs. Mabel C. Todd.....coo0vvvennnn Vallejo Lodge
Mrs. Frank Bell Van Horn............ Lima Lodge

Our December Messenger listed New Territory and
Advertising Donation—Eloise Waite $5.00. This should
have been credited to the Ames Lodge.






The Three Héroés of F mlancl

By Hilda Wood

Seven stories from the ancient mystical and magic folklore of Finland, gathered
into the Kalevala by the immortal poet Lonnrot. Mrs. Wood has written the
stories in a form suitable for children and illustrated the book with fifty drawings
of her own, five of which are after the pictures of the famous artist Gallen.
Madame Blavatsky refers to the rich symbolism of the stories in several places

in The Secret Doctrine, Vol. IL

Cloth, $1.75

Easter Cards

Exquisitely beautiful are these
cards in blue and silver with a
reproduction of the Ideal Head
and a prayer to The Coming
Christ.

Complete with envelope:
$1.00 per dozen
.10 each

A New Treatise On
'Evolution
By R. F. Goudey, F. T. 8.

Summarizes all the scientific
conceptions of evolution and
links to them the theosophical
interpretation.

Paper $.25

Theosophical Questions
Answered
By L. W. Rogers

The second edition of this valu-
able booklet is now ready.

Price $.25

The Secret of Ancient
Egypt

By Ernest C. Palmer

The theory of the Great Pyramid of
Gizeh as ancient Temple of Initiation
is just one of the interesting features

- of this book. See review by Miss

Julia K. Sommer, B.Se.
Cloth $1.25

Healing Methods Old

and New
By E. A. Gardner, B.A.

SECOND, REVISED AND ENLARGED EDITION

A discussion of various healing
methods and their application to dif-
ferent levels of man’s conscious and
unconscious nature.

Paper $.75

Superphysical Science
By A. P- Sinnett

This manuscript was left for post-
humous publication. See review.

Cloth $1.75
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