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ship is showing? The American public
probably spends a million dollars a year
for trashy books on occultism. There can
be no better work than replacing it with
theosophical literature and we ought to
make very decided progress in doing that
during the year that will close June 30,
1924,

A Thought or Two

T HE WAY IN WHICH THEOSOPHY ad-
vances and recedes in various parts of
the country, is most interesting. Wherever
there is enthusiasm there is growth. Where
enthusiasm is lacking, there is a condition
approaching death. Leadership among
lodges shifts oddly. A few years ago San
Francisco was the important theosophical
center in mid-California. Then Oakland
. came to the front, but gradually lost its
place. For years Berkeley was feeble but
recently it has forged ahead, leased a hall
of suitable capacity, and has come into first
rank among the lodges of the United States.
In strength, activity and membership it is
doubtful if it is second to any lodge on the
Pacific Coast. It has had mno internal dis-
sentions.

Detroit has recently entered upon a new
phase of its theosophical® history. The
scattered fragments of lodges have united
and leased a good hall in a splendidly cen-
tral location. I recently had the pleasure
of giving the first lecture in it to a large
audience. Four-fifths of them must have
been non-members.

Lansing is another noteworthy Michigan
city. For its members and the population
of its territory, it does big things in a big
way. For my recent lecture there they
took a large church and actually put out
fifteen thousand programs! They had a
fine audience—larger than the average
theosophical audience in either New York
or Chicago—but they were a bit disap-
pointed that the big church was not packed.
That little Lodge must have spent well
toward two hundred dollars on that lec-

ture. What a pity that group is not dupli--

cated in every large city of the nation! If
the church was not filled, however, at least
they had the satisfaction of seeing two
prominent clergymen at the lecture. Both
of them came up and introduced them-
selves later and I noticed that one of them
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bought the largest theosophical book on the
sales table. That means real interest.
Several of our lodges have dropped back
from good halls for public lectures to in-
ferior ones, which is not a good indication.
A hall has its influence. Of course, there
must be a reasonable proportion between
hall, advertising and resources but I have
observed that when small plans are laid,
small audiences are the result. Big plans
do not necessarily bring big audiences,
however, unless the plans are well made
and well carried out. It is always possible
to be too optimistic but a good hall and
thorough advertising in a city of 200,000
population is almost certain to bring a
large audience. In small cities a very large
audience for a theosophical lecture is al-
most an impossibility. The percentage of
any population that is in the least degree
interested in Theosophy is too small for
that. If a full page advertisement was run
every day it would not bring more people.
Occasionally I lecture to audiences com-
posed chiefly of Theosophists and then I
feel that the time has not been too well
spent. Theosophists will keep! It is the
outsiders we want to reach. It is mostly
at paid admission lectures where members
are in the majority. The audiences are
large, as theosophical audiences go, and the
expenses are well cared for, but is it getting
the work done? Is it the thing we are
here for? I would rather talk to fifty out-
siders than two hundred Theosophists. Of
course it is not wasted time in any case.

- Theosophists ought to get inspiration and a

new impulse toward the higher life from
any theosophical lecture worthy of the
name; but outsiders should get that also,
plus a new view of life. Our most impor-
tant work is undoubtedly giving the phil-
osophy to others. :

Beautiful Catalogs

Do You kNow how many good theosophi-
cal books there are? Every member
ought to be informed on that subject and
The Theosophical Press is spending a snug
sum of money in order to get the informa-
tion to them. It is issuing a large edition
of a worth-while catalog. The old style
of catalog, that fit into an ordinary envel-
ope is a thing of the past. The new catalog
done on our own presses, of course, is worth
preserving for constant reference. It is
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The News Clipping Bureau

A Press Cutting Department, under the super-
intendence of Miss Annie Bell, has been opened
in the office of Dr. Besant’s Private Secretary at
Adyar to supply the needs of New India, Young
Citizen, Theosophist, Adyar Bulletin, Stri Dharma,
and Brothers of Service. ) .
~The News Clipping Bureau, organized in the
United States by Mr. Fritz Kunz with Dr. Er-
nest Stone, manager, will act as agent for the
Adyar Press Cutting Department. A modern
News Clipping Bureau will be built up and main-
tained and it is hoped that many members will
be recruited for this important work. Two meth-
ods of gathering material are open to members;
(a) regular pledged review work; (b) miscel-
laneous clipping.. . .

Recurar ReviEw Work: It is the aim of the
News Clipping Bureau to cover every important
periodical and magazine in the United States and
Canada. Members who desire to review regularly
one or more magazines or newspapers should send
in their names. By organizing all reviewing and
clipping activity we will systematically gather
in every valuable scrap afloat upon the literary
ocean in Amarica. .

MisceLLaneous CrippiNgs: Every item of in-
terest which will likely be used by Dr. Besant in
her periodicals should be clipped and sent in. The
entire membership of the Section can help in
this work. Although the organized review work
done by pledged members is the most valuable,
still the miscellaneous clipping can be of great
service provided members keep up their interest
and do not forget.

Ruseer Stramp: Each clipping sent should bear
the name and date of publication as well as the
name and address of sender. For convenience
and legibility a rubber stamp giving your name
and address is recommended and can be had for
a dollar at your nearest stamp store. All material
passing through this Clearing House will be ac-
knowledged, listed, sorted, and systematically ar-
ranged and then sent to Adyar. Address all com-
munications to News Clipping Bureau, Dr. Ernest
Stone, Manager, 832 Chapman Bldg., Los Angeles,
California.

What Lodges Are Doing

CenTRAL Lopge, NEw YoOREK.

Central Lodge, New York, has moved into new
quarters at. 158 West 72d Street, and has resumed
its regular Thursday evening meetings. Miss M.
A. Thomas, of London, opened the year’s work
QOctober 18th with a talk on “The Three Funda-
mentals of the Secret Doctrine,” and arrangements
have been made for other interesting meetings, in-
cluding one to be addressed by Mr. H. C. Stowe,
recently returned from a trip around the world.
He and Mrs. Stowe attended the Adyar Conven-
tion.

(What is your Lodge doing that will be a help
and inspiration to service in some other Lodge?
Write briefly about the ways you finance your
work, about unique propaganda ideas and organi-
zation work, and send the news items to THE
MesseNGER. —Assistant Editor.)
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Deaths

Rest in the Eternal, grant them, Oh Lord,
And may light perpetual shine on them.

Mrs. Viola May Bhattacharya...... Akbar Lodge
Mrs. Mina S. Hedges............ Akbar Lodge
Mrs. G. M. Jones................ Pittsburg Lodge
Phillip Zemansky.......... San Francisco Lodge
Judge Freelon J. Davis ........ Syracuse Lodge
Mrs. Elizabeth B. Ross...... Los Angeles Lodge
Nellie M. Houston ............ Brooklyn Lodge

Mrs. George M. Jones

Word has come of the recent death of Mrs.
George M. Jones, for many years a prominent
Pittsburgh member. She helped in organization
work, financed lecture courses, and entertained
many of the traveling lecturers when they stopped
in the Iron City. When Mr. Jinarajadasa was in
this country he gave a course of lectures in her
home. The work of the Theosophical Society
has been benefitted in many ways by her.

Many Ways to Work

In Denver a group of devoted members have
opened a health food store and bakery. They
sell whole wheat flour and bread, milling their own
grains. They also sell honey, pure olive oil and
other health foods.

A Louisville member serves the youhger broth-
ers by working every day at the city pound,
:pd, incidentally, learning a lot about city poli-
ics.

. Lodge bulletins are a necessary factor in hold-
ing the interest of all members. A monthly news
sheet, however simply printed, helps bring the
lodge spirit to the absent members.

Besant Lodge, Seattle, has its bulletin set on
the linotype and run off on inexpemnsive paper.
The Vancouver Lodge issues “The Sprite,” neatly
multigraphed on both sides of letter paper.

Relieve yourself of the strain of Christmas
shopping by selecting theosophical books for your
friends. When the new Theosophical Press cata-
log arrives, make up your list, give your order to
%%1‘111' book dels,lefi,l 1 tggether (\ivith Special Offer

pon properly filled out, and The Th i
Pr’%f vg(lil do the rei_st. e Theosophical
e advantage of this is that you will have
extra book to give which you 3:) not pay fora-‘3
a beautiful miniature leather copy of Light on
the Path, for which, ordinarily, you would pay
$1.25. You cannot afford to miss this opportunity.

Order early so that your shipments will not get
caught in the Christmas rush of mail.

When sending remittances to Headquarters, re-
%ember thattj;h? accounts of The 'fq’heosopl’zical
ress are entirely separate from th
American Theosophical Society. ose of the
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PUBLICITY

Incoeme }
Donations and Pledges ..........cocvevenann. $ 2,448.98

Expenses

Salaries .. .itiiii ittt i et $ 570.75
Printing and Miscellaneous ..........cvvevuuue-s 1,730.69 $ 2,301.44 $ 147.54

NEW TERRITORY R

Income
Donations, Pledges and Collection ...... Veeeaeen $ 3,442.64
Expenses _
Salaries . ...ii ittt iii it $ 437.50
Traveling EXDPeNsSes ..........ceeecvencenanones B 1,796.10 $ 2,233.60 $ 1,189.04
Nét Income for Year ...........ccieeiivnrennncencns $ 1,825.06

*. Excess of expense over income

THE THEOSOPHICAL PRESS

Statement of Income and Expenditures
' For the Year Ended June 30, 1923

Net Sale8 . .ivveeneenrtrererioesrennsanscssanssnns $28,759.51
Less—QCost of Goods Sold ........... N 18,196.35
Gross Profit on 8Bales ..........00iiviiinnnnnns e ' $10,563.16
General and Selling Expenses ............ccoeceenunn. 10,458.02
Net Profit from Operation ...............oeiuuninnnn $ 105.14
Other INCOME .....ocievenernnnenanee tueeennnns : 115.61
Surplus Net Profit ........... oottt $ 220.75

SUBSCRIBE TO

The Merald of the Star

and there will come to you each month a messenger bringing rare treasures of knowledge. It is in very
truth a messenger from across the border that divides the real from the unreal.

In every issue there is an editorial by the Head of the Order of the Star in the East, Mr. Krish-
namurti,—a powerfully penned opinion on some question of the day. And there are other writers con-
tributing, each one of them striving to inspire with the written word all those who may read—striv-
ing to inspire them to the more splendid things of life: Beauty, Truth, Service, and the real Happi-
ness that comes with understanding.

The illustrations, too, often'give to the magazine an interest so deep that you look longingly
at your neighbor’s copy, wishing that you might have one for your very own. For instance, the
September number carried a photograph of the leaders taken at the Vienna Congress, including
Messrs. Krishnamurti; Nityananda, and Jinarajadasa; as well as a reprint of a striking sketch of Mr.
%{ln'shnamurti, done last June in New York by the famous American 'artist, James Montgomery

agg.
The October Herald has for its outstanding features—

“The Path,” Part I, by J. Krishnamurti, a vivid, almost torturousty vivid, word picture of the
steps approaching the -Path.

“Islam,” by H. C. Kumar, who shows Islam to be the Religion of At-one-ment.

“Japanese Impression,” in which Madame I. de Manziarly tells of “The No Play,” a marvelous
performance witnessed by her.

; “%[ Igrm'd Circle,” a study of the fairy inhabitants of the English Lake district, given by Geof-
rey Hudson.

Lady Emily Lutyens, V. C. Patwardhan and S. L. Bensusan complete the list of contributors,
but the description of the October issue is not complete without mention of the frontespiece—again
a portrait of our Head, Mr. Krishnamurti, but this time done by an Oriental, Asit Kumar Haldar.
It is a conception so different from that of the American sketch in the previous number that it calls
forth discussion and comparison.

Subseription price—$3.50 per annum.

H. J. Budd;” American Representative, 212 West Austin Avenue, Chicago

Single copies not carried at Chicago.









