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or politics. Not infrequently she lectures
thrice and it may be four times a day.
During one year, not long ago, she gave
over seven hundred lectures!

More than eighty-five books are to her
credit as author, while the pamphlets bear-
ing her name can be numbered by the
score. Her writings are known the world
over; they are studied daily in thousands
of households and have been translated
into nearly every civilized language. Only
those who have received priceless help from
her books and lectures realize how impos-
sible it is in words to express the intensity
of their gratitude to her.

Dr. Annie Besant is the editor of three
international magazines and is deeply in-
terested in as many more. - She is also the
editor of an influential newspaper of wide
circulation, and while in India much of her
time is spent at the office of this paper
reading proofs, writing pungent editorials
and directing its policy. She has no idle
hours. She even writes in the motor car
while motoring- from her home at Adyar to
the newspaper office in Madras several
miles away.

In the politics of India, especially during
the last ten years, Dr. Besant has taken a
very active part and her name is known
throughout the land. She is intimately in
touch with the leaders of the Indian peo-
ples and each year her influence for good
and the acceptance of her sane advice keep
growing. She is trusted by the Govern-
ment officials and is not infrequently called
into conference when important issues are
at stake.

Dr. Besant may justly be spoken of as
a philosopher of unusual insight, a deep
student of comparative religions—probably
the most sympathetic interpreter of Hindu
life and aspirations, an occultist with true
knowledge, a Mason of high degree, a
statesman of rare ability, a speaker of
striking personality and force, a dynamic
political leader, a spiritual teacher, an
editor and literary woman, a founder of
colleges and a pioneer in educational mat-
ters, but above all else she is a high disci-
ple, “selfless and without stain.” Her life
is a constant inspiration to those of us who
are striving to be of service to humanity,
while to be her friend and co-worker is the
greatest of privileges.

Her friendships have about them the
quality of rare perfume. Once made, noth-
ing can change them, not even ingratitude.
She is the friend even of those who wish
her ill, and would go out of her way to do
them some good turn. Those nearest her
call her “Mother,” and well has she earned
that noblest of titles. Two qualities of
character endear her to others: exquisite
tenderness  blended with unfaltering
strength. If one may venture to- describe
her many-sided nature with a phrase, she
is the embodiment of “disciplined power,”
but it is power tempered by compassion.
The world has profited enormously by her
presence; many owe to her the joy and in-
spiration of their lives; but all we can do
to repay her is to offer her the one gift she
most appreciates—some unselfish act of
service, done in the name of the Master, to
help the world of men.

Opening Address at Vienna*

By C. JINARATADASA

My BROTHERS,

I bid you all welcome to this gathering,
in the name of our President. Though she
is not with us visibly, yet all of us who
have been inspired by her sacrifices for the
Theosophical Movement and by her ideal-
ism and dedication, know that she is with
us as we plan for the welfare of the Society
of which she is President.

The growth of the Theosophical Society
from its commencement in 1875, is phenom-
enal. There is no other Society which in-
cludes within it men and women of all .
faiths and nationalities, who yet are united
in a dedication to human service, and are
inspired by the unifying ideal of Brother-
hood. Our meeting together is not for any
purpose of self-development or personal

* Mr. Jinarajadasa, Vice-President of the Theosophical Society, opened the Eighth Congress of the
Federation of T. 8. National Societies in Europe at Vienna, July 2lst.
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of specific interest, the problem becomes a
little more difficult. Yet we are told, and
we realize it to be true, that developed
men may see good acts performed without
ecstasy and bad acts without abhorrence.
And we know that they may perform so-
called good acts and so-called evil acts
without being sullied or even stirred emo-
tionally.

" Similarly the future and the past are
separately comprehensible with ease. But,
when they are declared to be one, and
when the future is said to be capable of
modifying the past the task of compre-
hending becomes difficult!

Strangely enough people often react to
new or previously uncomprehended truth
with anger and will reject the truth with
statements unsupported by argument.

Students of the deeper mysteries must
put themselves in the attitude of modest
humility, with child-like eagerness to
comprehend. New truth coming from any
reliable source should be received with cor-
diality and, of course, accepted only when
all evidence seems in its favor. But, during
the probatory period there is no occa-
sion either for frantic or angry denial or
for the condemnation of him who promul-
gates it.

Opening Address at Vienna
(Concluded from p. 82)

tions of the Society. The first—or highest
—Section was composed of the Masters of
the Wisdom alone. At the beginning, no
members were admitted to the second Sec-
tion, and an applicant was admitted only
to the third Section and only to its third
_ and lowest division. It was the plan of the
Founders that, after a member had proved
that he had made Brotherhood the living
fact of his life, he could be passed on to
be a member of the second Section. From
the beginning, then, the Society’s chief
workers recognized the existence of the
Masters, and that our great founder, H. P.
B., was Their mouthpiece. In the early
years, the whole policy of the Theosophical
Society was shaped by advice from the
Masters, given either to H.P.B. or Col.
Olcott. It was only about 1884-5 that
many members raised the cry of occult
domination of the Society, and so H. P. B.
and the Colonel acquiesced for the time,
and the Society’s development was man-
aged without any reference to the wishes
of the Masters.

But H.P.B. saw, in 1888, that the So-
ciety was losing its real force. For its real
force from the beginning has always been
the intense dedication of a few to serve the
hidden Leaders of the Society. She saw
that unless an esoteric basis underlay the
active theosophist’s life, and unless such a
basis was recognized by an appreciable
number of members, the Society would be-
come merely like any other philanthropic

body, working for Women’s Suffrage, the
protection of animals, and so on. Hence,
therefore, her action in reviving the old
second Section of the Theosophical Society
as the Esoteric School of Theosophy.

All who know the history of this time,
know how even Col. Olcott was somewhat
suspicious of the E. 8. T., which was to be
under the sole direction of H.P.B. He
was afraid that the affairs of the Society,
which must be managed by its General
Council, might be secretly controlled by an
inner group of members, who would be in
no way responsible to the members at large.
He was adverse to any imperium in impe-
rio. It was only after a great deal of diffi-
culty that H. P.B. obtained his final con-
sent to the establishment of the E.S.T.
Indeed, the crisis was so great that the
Master K.H., in August 1888, directly

.wrote to Col. Olcott on the matter, in a let-.

ter which I have published as Letter XIX.
in the little book, “Letters from the Mas-
ters of the Wisdom.” The Master there
definitely lays down that there are two
aspects of the Theosophical Movement—
the Exoteric which is to be under the di-
rection of Col. Olcott and his “most pru-
dent associates jointly,” and the Esoteric
which was to be under the sole direction of
H.P.B. I quote you His words:—

“In the adjustment of this European business,
you will have two things to consider—the external
and administrative, and the internal and psychical.

Keep the former under your control, and that of
your most prudent associates jointly; leave the
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Book Reviews

The Einstein Theory of Relativity ; by Garrett
P, Serviss, published by Edwin Miles Fadman,
New York; 96 pp., paper. (Price 50c through
The Theosophical Press.)

The celebrity of the Einstein theory has pro--

voked an explanatory film, worked out by Gar-
rett P. Serviss, the one man who can make ab-
struse matters understandable. This film, plus
the striving of earnest three-dimensional minds
to grasp fourth-dimensional stuff, has encouraged
Edwin Miles Fadman to publish the Serviss ex-
planations in book form. It is far more than the
average “book of the play,” usually a sort of
guide to the film or drama. It serves as a sort of
“step-down transformer” from abstract to con-
crete methods of thinking, and is as interesting
to those who have not seen the film as to those
who have.

- The book is made graphic by the many illus-
trations and photos taken directly from the rel-
ativity film and with additional drawings by
R. D. Crandall.

Some of the outstanding features of Einstein’s
theory, which Mr. Serviss makes clearer, are:

There is nowhere any fixed standard by which
the motion of anything can be measured. The
theory of a stationary ether is put out of court.

Time is not independent of space, or of mo-
tion. If two objects are in relative motion, both
time and length, as observed from either object
on the other, vary with the ration of their rel-
ative motion or speed, to the speed of light.

Time plays the part of a fourth dimension, so
combined with the ordinary dimensions of mat-
ter (length, breadth and thickness) that together
they make up a “continuum,” or continuous, in-
separable medium, called space-time.

Space-time is different in its structure from
what we ordinarily think of as space, and ordi-
nary geometry does not apply to it. It has an
internal warp, or curvature, which is greatest near
massive (heavy) bodies.

To the average scientifically inclined mind, not
to those rare ones that have already grasped
Einstein in the original, Mr. Serviss has rendered
a real service, and this little book will be a valu-
able addition to the T. S. member’s library.

A W.

Theosophy in Dante’s Divine Comedy, by
Maude Lamba’rt-Tgylor, published by The Theo-
.ggphzcal Press, Chicago. 36 pp. Paper. Price,

cents.

That the Divine Comedy is the drama of the
spiritual evolution is the basis upon which Mrs.
Maude Lambart-Taylor works out her treatise
on Theosophy in Dante’s Divine Comedy. The
little booklet contains the analogies, com-
parisons and explanations which Mrs, Taylor
brought to her audiences in her many lectures
throughout the American Section, but the reader
has this advantage over the listener—he can have
his Divine Comedy before him under the reading
lamp, and re-read the many passages referred to.

The author points to the way i which the
great Italian employed the mystical properties
of number in the structure of his masterpiece:
Three, the number of Three-fold Deity; nine,
that of wonder and of second birth; and ten,
the number of the perfect. She holds that
Beatrice is the symbol of Divine Philosophy, or
Revelation, the Higher Self in man; and that
Virgil represents Reason or Intellect, the purely
human element in the training of the soul.

All those who are familiar with Mrs. Taylor's
deep understanding of this classic and her thor-
ough grasp of theosophical knowledge will know
what to expect from her pen and will not be dis-
appointed. °

Col. Olcott and Japan

[Because of the deep interest in Japan at the pres-
ent moment we print the following extract from the
Twenty-first Anniversary Address of the President-
Founder of the Theosophical Society, Colonel H. S.
Olcott. Published in Madras, India, 1896.]

In the year 1889, I went to Japan in charge of
a committee sent here by the Japanese Buddhists
to invite me, and made a three months’ tour
throughout the Empire, giving eighty-six public
lectures on Buddhism to immense audiences,
whose treatment of me was most brotherly. I
revisited the country for a few days in 1891, on
my voyage around the world, and was so fortu-
nate as to get the chief priests of all the sects but
one— the Shin Shu—to accept and sign a com-
pilation of certain fundamental principles which
are common to both the great sections of
Buddhism, the Tibetan and the Indian—for
Ceylon, Burma, Siam and Cambodia derived
their religion from the primal source of India.
Thus was the eclectic spirit and fraternizing in-
fluence of our Society shown most conspicuously,
in effecting a partial conciliation between these
vast religious bodies, for the first time in history. I
was offered by the sect leaders that, if I would
transfer the T.S. Headquarters to Japan, they
would make as many local Branches and give me
as many thousand members as I might choose;
but they could do nothing unless I made myself
responsible for the management of the move-
ment in Japan. But there are limits to every
man’s capacity for work, and I had to decline the
well-meant offer.

International Correspondence
League
(Theosophical Order of Service)

The August number of THE MESSENGER con-
tained an article about the work of the Interna-
tional Correspondence League in this country
and the address of the Secretary of the League
was given as 96 Wall Street, New York City.

All members interested in this work please note
that from now on all communications should be
addressed to Mr. P. A. Fernandez, P. O. Box
173, Morsemere, New Jersey, who will gladly

give all kinds of information.
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Items of Interest About Books

The Every-Member Campaign of The Theo-
sophical Press includes the sending of its new
catalog to each member of the American Section.
Watch for your copy and do not fail to use the
order blapk that will accompany it. You can
order direct, or through your own local lodge
book concern; or, better still, create a new chan-
nel for theosophical book distribution by placing
your order through a local book dealer, who may
be encouraged in this way to stock our litera-
ture. :

Papini’s Life of Christ leads as the best seller
in general literature in the United States, and re-
ports from abroad give a total of over 100,000
copies sold in Italy, 30,000 in France and a sixth
edition in-Great Britain. This is evidence of the
religious trend of the thought of the world.

All of the Liberal Catholic Church books may
now be obtained through The Theosophical Press,
including an interesting little pamphlet by the
Rt. Rev. James I. Wedgwood entitled The Lib-
eral Catholic Church and The Theosophical So-
ciety. Price ten cents.

Order of the Star in the East members will
surely want a copy of Bishop Leadbeater’s book
Talks on At the Feet of the Master. It is now
ready and can be bought for $4.25.

Convention Photographs

While they last—a few 1923 Convention
photographs are still on hand at Headquarters
and to close out all items concerning Convention
we are offering them at less than cost—75 cents
each. The photograph was taken in front of the
Art Institute of Chicago, and is an exceptionally
good group picture. In the front row are seen
Bishop Cooper, Mr. Kunz, Mr. Nityananda, Mrs.
Rogers, Mt. Rogers, Mr. Krishnamurti, Mr. War-
rington and others. You can have no finer
momento of the last Convention. Send orders to
the National Secretary-Treasurer, making check
payable to the American Theosophical Society.

.Key Chains

The key chains with the T. S. emblem at-
tached have been mailed to all those members
who missed their badge at Convention time. A
few have been returned because of insufficient ad-
dress. If any member entitled to one has not yet
received it, please notify the National Secretary-
Treasurer. After filling all these orders there will
be a few, a very few, left and these may be had
by sending 75 cents to the National Secretary-
Treasurer. Make check payable to the Ameri-
can Theosophical Society.

When You Write

When you correspond with National Headquar-
ters—Publicity Department, Secretary-Treasurer,
The Theosophical Press, The Correspondence
School, or whatever—be sure to have your name
and address on every letter, and if a woman, desig-
nate whether “Miss” or “Mrs.” That is good
business practice. Letterheads with correct name
and address became the proper thing in the busi-
ness world because of the time saved and the
assurance of accuracy in mailing. Members will
help their Headquarters staff materially by com-
plying with this simple request.

Remember also that the banking accounts of
the American Theosophical Society and The
Theosophical Press are separate. Therefore make
checks for:

Dues, New Territory Fund, Publicity, Head-
quarters Building Fund, Convention Group
Photographs or Emblems, MEsSSENGER subscrip-
tions, bonds and the Correspondence School, to
The American Theosophical Society; and for:

Books, jewelry, magazine subscriptions (other
than Tae MESSENGER), incense, photographs, sta-
tionery, and all goods purchased from The Press,
as well as job printing, to The Theosophical
Press.

Thanks are due to many of -our members for
the care taken in all these matters.

A Legacy

Do you feel that you have profited through
the teaching of Theosophy? Have Theosophy in
mind, then, when making your will. A clause
providing for such a legacy should be worded:

I give, devise and bequeath to the American
Section of the Theosophical Society, a corpora
tion, with its principal place of business in the
city of Chicago, State of Illinois, the sum of
N dollars ($............ )
(or the following described property).

If You Move

If, when you change your place of residence,
you will notify Tue MEesSENGER immediately of
the new address,—a notation of the old number
will help, too—you will insure the receipt of the
magazine.

In spite of rising prices The Theosophical
Press finds some opportunities to improve con-
ditions. One of the most valuable of all theo-
sophical prints is To Those Who Mourn, by C.
W. Leadbeater. It is a thirty-two page pamphlet,
that has been put at five cents retail, because of
its great promaganda value, with a 10 per cent
discount to lodges. The first edition from our
own plant is now ready and the cost cards show
that the discount can be changed from 10 per
cent to 25 per cent in sales to lodges. Two
things make the lower price possible. One is be-
cause it is a large edition and the other is be-
cause it was done in our own plant.









