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Extremely Important

HERE ARE MANY important theosophical
‘L subjects to write about but one seems
to be, at the moment, unusually impor-
tant. It is that we get the book stores in-
terested in selling theosophical books. In
that way we can reach literally thou-
sands of people who are ready for The-
osophy but know nothing about it.- There
will be no division of opinion about the
necessity of bringing our books and the
reading public together, but there are more
difficulties in the way than one is likely to
see at first thought. The one thing that is
necessary is to create a public demand for
our literature. It accomplishes little to
sell a dealer a consignment of books if no-
body wants them. They will only remain
on his shelves and be sure to prevent any
further purchases. No temptingly large
discount will induce a dealer to order again
when he sees that he cannot sell. Any
dealer will stock what he sees the public
wants. We must find a way to show the
dealer that theosophical books move.
There is a way to do that. We must
find some one or more members in every
lodge in the United States who are willing
to give considerable time to this very im-
portant matter. That is the first step.
Those who are interested should write im-
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mediately, offering their services to The
Theosophical Press. They will be directed
in what it is necessary to do. There is,
however, something for other members to
do. So far as book distribution is con-
cerned we have two kinds of lodges to be
considered. In one kind a good book stock
is. carried and a fair business has been
built up, selling to members and to in-
terested people who come to the lectures.
They can only go on as they have been
doing and The Theosophical Press agent
in such a lodge must simply do the best he
can in interesting dealers to put in a small
stock and try it. In the other class of
lodges no attempt is being made to sell
books, or, if so, the sale is of little impor-
tance. In such cases it would be much
wiser if the members agreed to direct their
purchasing power through the local book-
stores instead of buying of Headquarters.
That would make new business for the
dealer and he would probably become in-
terested. If the leading bookstore of the
place were thus made the center for the
sale of theosophical books and encouraged
by the purchases of all the members who
buy our books, the plan would work out
soundly from the start. The dealer would
soon see the wisdom of adding to his stock
and keeping the books in sight with the
result that many book buyers who would
never go to the lodge, or even never hear
of it, would see the books.
. It is obvious, of course, that by this ar-
rangement The Theosophical Press would
lose the retail trade from that place and
would receive only wholesale prices, which
are less profitable. But our objective is
not profits. It is to get the books to the
public, and that plan persistently followed
by lodges would do it. The moment a
book dealer gets inquiries for theosophical
books and these inquiries lead to sales, he
becomes deeply interested in stocking our
literature. Continued sales for a few
months until, through his repeated orders,
he gets acquainted with The Theosophical
Press, its address and its eatalogues, and
its business methods, will make him a
regular buyer and his store a permanent
center for the sale of our literature.

By such a plan of procedure a lodge
that has no established and important book
business which gives it profits that could
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drawn a simple clause that can be inserted
in any will. It is as follows:

I give, devise, and bequeath to the American
Section of the Theosophical Society, a corpora-
tion, with its principal place of business in the
city of Chicago, State of Illinois, the sum of
......................................... dollars
(B ) (or the following described
property:).

That clause, used according to the desire
to leave either cash or property, or both,
to the Society, will cover every case. How-
ever, Mr. Holland, although he is very
busy with a large law practice, has kindly
consented to take charge of such matters
and he will be pleased to furnish any fur-
ther information that might be necessary
without expense to the donator.

Fair Play

ARKED COPIES OF A MAGAZINE COD-

taining hostile ecriticism of Dr.
Abrams and his machine have reached
me, and also occasional letters arrive.
Nearly all of them are favorable
to Dr. Abrams, but there has been
nothing in the way of further evidence.
Incidentally I have learned what perhaps
is not generally known—that while the
American Medical Association is arrayed
against Dr. Abrams, the International
Medical Association has taken the oppo-
site view. It appears that the latter ap-
pointed a commission, consisting of Dr.
- Guy Beckley Stearns, of Flower Hospital,
New York; Dr. Eugene Underhill, of Cen-
tral Hospital, Philadelphia; Dr. Baker, of
Richmond, Virginia; and Dr. Becker, of

Toronto, to investigate. A member of the »

N N

Commission writes me that it was thor-
oughly convinced of the genuineness of Dr.
Abrams’ discovery and that each of the
above named physicians has since been'
using the Abrams’ methods in their prac-
tice. Very wide publicity has been given
to the position of the A. M. A,, and it is
only fair play to let the verdict of the
I. M. A. be known.

Lodge Homes

A LETTER FROM the President of the Ta-
coma Lodge brings the information
that the lodge now owns the hall which
was purchased some time ago by a group
of members. Some of the original group
that bought the property recalled their
money and the others donated theirs to the
lodge. While the property has not been
fully paid for, the indebtedness is being
met by safe monthly payments, so it is
only a question of time when the mort-
gage will automatically disappear.

Spreading Theosophy
THE HALDEMAN-JULIUS WEEKLY, pub-
lished at Girard, Kansas, is doing
a helpful work for Theosophy by
printing something on the philosophy
in its series of volumes. The pub-
lisher has been called “the Henry Ford
of literature” because it is his ambition to
do for literature what Ford has done for
transportation. In his “pocket series”,
which sell by the hundred thousands,
Haldeman-Julius will publish “An Outline
of Theosophy” to be furnished by F. Mil-
te™*Willis, one of our New York members.

L. W.R.
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ipounds” and “chains,” and give us some idea of
the place in the scheme where we are now. Then
two lessons on the goal of humanity, two on the
Masters, and finally a frank and thoughtful sur-
vey. of the results of theosophical study, what
they have been and what they can be made to
be. The course is in elementary Theosophy. It
will begin October 1st and terminate in May.

Now for the method—first, what goes with the
course? Four types of things: (1) General sug-
gestions for study; (2) Four books and two
pamphlets; (3) Lesson outlines; (4) Certificate
of completion.

In order that we may meet the second aim,
that of stimulating library research and making
students acquainted with theosophical books, we
have made no attempt to print all the informa-
tion available. The lesson outlines covér four
general points: (1) References for study based
on the books furnished, required of the student.
One of the four books selected was written by
Mr. Rogers; the most elementary of the four
books. In practically every case in which the
Jesson topic was treated in that book it forms an
excellent introduction to the other reference
book, so that must come first, mentioning his
name before that of Mr. Leadbeater and Mrs.
Besant. He has asked me to change the order. I
have refused to do that because it seems to me
that his modesty ought not to be allowed to in-
terfere with the continuity of the lessons. The
student is going to take first the reference that
is given first, and the references to the particular
book that I have mentioned belong first because
it is the type that meets the average reader best.
The second section will be references for library
research. Many students are not satisfied with
the scanty material required. When a new stu-
dent I carried home an armful of books every
week. I took from them what I could assimilate
at that time. Many others will do the same
thing, and to meet their demands we have pro-
vided a wealth of references for further research,
or they may act as.guides to the person who
wishes to add to his own library by buying
books. The lesson . hints cover explanations,
diagrams, tabulations, ete., whatever might be of
aid_ to the elementary student. Last are the
questions, usually five in number for each week’s
work, based on the books furnished, not on the
optional references. You will find furnished to
you with the course all the material that you will
need—except that which lies within yourself.
These questions are planned so far as possible to
meet the fourth object, to stimulate thought and
correlation with everyday experience. The ques-
tions are just pegs to hang thoughts on, planned
to let us know that the student understands gen-
eral theosophical principles and has a knowledge
of detail and is able to make some practical ap-
plication, to weave the knowledge into_his own
experience. The answers are to be written out
weekly and sent for review, such as A, B and C,
passed, and D, unsatisfactory, and returned with
comments to the student. Then the opportunity
is open to ask questions as well as to answer
them. We are going to try as far as possible to
supply at long distance the help and guidance of

teachers. I .know that nothing can quite make
up for the eye-to-eye and hand-to-hand contact
of the teacher, but we are going to try to meet
the need as far as possible. The details of the
certificate - have not been decided upon, but
probably we will issue three grades, first, comple-
tion, meeting minimum requirements, and then
one with credit and one with great credit. It is
expected that this correspondence course will
meet a vital need among both members and non-
members, and that it will develop into no in-
considerable agency in spreading Theosophy.

Mz. Rocers: I hope you have all grasped the
importance of what you have just heard. I think
we are starting something today that will grow
into a great theosophical educational movement.
It is among ourselves just now, but it will not
stay there. There is great need within the So-
ciety for this work. I go among lodges a great
deal and see everywhere how illy equipped we
are to present Theosophy convincingly. Until
you are able to answer any question that is asked
you about Theosophy you are not eligible to
stay out of that correspondence course! We want
to make our national Society a great efficient
engine for spreading theosophical knowledge.
Mrs. Simons is employed in the Educational De-
partment of the State of New York, and is classi-
fied as a specialist. I want you to know what
kind of talent you are getting for nearly nothing.

Mrs. Stas: I am a foreign woman, who with
many of her countrymen is hungering for theo-
sophical knowledge, but just imagine yourself:
sitting by ‘the full table and not able to eat.” I:
thought to myself, I will take courage and stand
before you and appeal as one of those hungry
children. You have plenty of literature, you can
draw your knowledge from that literature, and
we have nothing. I have organized a lodge with
thirty-four members, and we have existed almost
a year now, but all our work is in the spoken
word. I have three or four who can read in
English and the rest not. I would appeal to you
as to those sitting at the full table to think of
your brothers and sisters who are standing and
have nothing to share with you, and perhaps
you can help us.

Mr. Rocers: It is one of the great signs of
the times that the people among us who do not
speak our language are nevertheless seeking our
movement. The lady who has just spoken is As-
sistant Editor of the Polish Courier. She has
done splendid work for Theosophy in Milwaukee.
We must as soon as possible have translated into
the Polish language some of the simple things so
that l’chey shall have something to give to these
people.

_ [Through the generosity of a_member transla-
tions into Polish are under way.]

CrosING THE CONVENTION

. Mr. Rocers: 1 heartily congratulate every
one of you who has had the good fortune to at-
tend this convention. It is a thing to be remem-
bered for a life time—an event in the theosophical
world. Other Sections may have had as striking
conventions, but we never have had one in the
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Field Worker Volunteer

Dr. Nina Elizabeth Pickett, who has done
some successful class and organization work in
Oregon, has indicated her willingness to go to
any part of the country for such work and to
stay any length of time a lodge may desire.
Her specialty is class work and building up
and strengthening the lodge. She will expect
only entertainment and any actual expenses, if
there are any, on account of traveling to the
place of engagement. Those interested should
write her direct at 631 Riverine Avenue. Santa
Ana, California.

The New Emblem Stationery

A smaller envelope but of the same proportion,
a correspondingly smaller sheet of paper, but a
double sheet instead of the single one, is the de-
scription of the new emblem stationery. In
other words there is less of envelope but more
of paper. The quality is the same fine grade of
ripple finish bond paper. A box contains 100
each, of envelopes and paper,—a little more than
four times the contents of the regulation sta-
tionery box sold at drug and stationery stores,
and the cost is only $1.75.

The Vienna Congress

A tentative program issued for the Eighth In-
ternational Congress of the Federation of the Na~
tional Theosophical Societies in Europe, to be
held in Vienna, July 21 to 29, shows that Maurice
Maeterlinck and Edward Carpenter are sched-
uled to lecture.

Theosophy In China

The Shanghai Lodge reports its new address for
the benefit of traveling theosophists—No. 29 Avie-
nue Edward VII. The Lodge will gladly welcome
F. T. 8. who are visiting in Shanghai. Because
of the many languages spoken by members, Chi-
nese, Russian, English, and others, classes and
meetings are arranged in the three principal lan-
guages for different evenings in the week.

The Hongkong Lodge

Another lodge of the Theosophical Society has
been formed in China—the Hongkong Lodge. No
street address of the place of meeting is given,
but the mailing address is P. O. Box 632, the
secretary being Mr. Herbert E. Lanepart, former
member of the Shanghai Lodge. The president
is Mr. Manuk, an old T. S. member. The new
lodge, so the secretary writes, enjoys much sym-
pathy in the city and there are signs of a rapid
growth,

Deaths
Rest in the Eternal, grant them, Oh Lord,
And may light perpetual shine upon them.

Webster O. Smith......... Oklahoma City Lodge
Mrs. Laura, S. Warner.......... Springfield Lodge
Mrs. May W. Burwell....... St. Petersburg Lodge
Mrs. Florence Marsh.......... Minneapolis Lodge
Mrs. Leona B. Taylor............. Activity Lodge
Mrs. Grace Shaw Duff..Central Lodge, New York
William M. Brooks................ Tampa Lodge
George L. Stevens............... Section Member

Annual Lodge and Membership Record
June 30, 1922 to July 1, 1923

MEMBERSHIP.
Total Membership June 30, 1922........... 6761
New Members during year ................ 1453
Reinstatements during year................ 242
Transfers from other Sections ............ 18
8474
Deceased .....vovvimernniinineenninnnns 76
Resigned .......cccviiiiiiiiiiinn.. 197
Transfers to other Sections ........... 10
Placed on inactive list during year.... 1196
1479

Quarterly Lodge and

Total Active Membership June 30, 1923....

April, May and June 1923

Total number of lodges.................... 233
Lodges chartered 15
Lodges revived 0
Lodges dissolved ..............ccoiinn... 1
New members e..coovvviniiiiiiinnin... 492
Reinstatements ..........coovviniiiiiininn. 57

6995
Average new members per month ........ 121
Lobges
Number of Lodges June 30, 1922............ 216
New lodges organized during year.......... 32
Lodges revived .......ccoiiiiiiniiinnnnnns 0
’ 248
Lodges dissolved during year ............ 15
Total Active Lodges June 30, 1923........ 233
Membership Record
Deceased (4 inactive) ..............oiilll. 19
Resignations (2 inactive) ..........cccoueen.. 30
Transferred from American Section......... 0
Transferred to American Section ........... 9
Transferred to inactive file ................. 1165

Total active membership July 1, 1923........ 6995













Is it not the duty of every member of th Society to wear the emblem? In ad- '
dition to the pleasure of possessing a beautiful piece of jewelry, it often gives you
“the opportunity to explain the truths condealed in its symbolism.

All articles are 14-karat gold enameled and may be obtained ‘without enameling
(plain gold) at 50 cents less than prices quoted below. Special orders for cuff links,
ear rings, etc., can be filled. SEND US Y[UR ORDER. If we haven’t what you

THEOSOPHICA{RL JEWELRY

want in stock, we’ll get it!

Size of

Article No. e Price Article No.  mplon Price

Emblem
Lapel Button B-2 7-16in. $4.00 in
n

P-5 7-16in. $4.50
Lapel Button  B-3 5-16in. 3.00 Ei

P-7 13-16in. 7.00

Lavalliere P-1 13-16in.. 6.00 carf Pin SP-5 7-16in. 4.50

16-inch Gold chain to complete ing, Light Wt. R-4 7-16in. 8.50
Lavalliere ................. 3.60 ing, Heavy Wt. R-1 7-16in. 10.50
Pin P-3 5-16in. 350 atch Charms W-1 13-16in. 7.00

ABOVE REVISED PRICES [SUPERSEDE CATALOG.

Each purchase will be accompanied by a neatly printed card bearing Dr. Besant’s
explanation of the symbolism of the Theosophical emblem.

Tl‘le Reign Of LaW : By C. JINARATADASA, M. A.

“All the teachings of the Lord Buddha are based on the inevitability of
law.” You will want this book which presents in the author’s pleasingly
beautiful style, the teachings of the Blessed One. 144 pages. . .Paper, $0.50

The Gospel of Buddha

Compiled from Ancient Records by| Paul Carus and illustrated by Miss

Olga Kopetsky, whose drawings fajthfully reflect the spirit of the classical
period of Buddhist art.

Gold titling and edge. Size 5x71% in............. e Flexible cloth, $1.00
Edition de luxe, 8x10 in...........|.... e eeeseteinanneensaaa Boards, $5.00

In Memory Of HPB By SoME or Her PupiLs.

Interesting touches not easily gleaned from other sources. . .Paper, $0.60

Concentratlon ¢ A Practical Course. By ErnesT Woob.

Seventy-eight pages of most valuable instructions. Heartily recommended
by Dr. Besant to all who desire to obtain control of the mind...Paper, $0.35

The Theosophical Press ‘avenvs Chicago




