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a little girl, daughter of a material-
ist, who showed her complete dis-
belief when the bishop spoke in her
school. He had told of the omni-

presence of God and at the end of his dis-

course asked if there were any questions,
whereupon the aforesaid little girl asked if
God were in her house. “Yes, my dear,”
was the delighted response of the bishop
to this. “Is He in our attic?” “Yes, there
t00.” “Is He in our cellar?” persisted the
girl. “Yes, in the cellar also.” Then came
a swift and astonishing reproof: “You lie,
we ain’t got any cellar in our housel”

No, modern Christianity has lost much
ground, and hope is small from that quar-
ter for the present. Science? Not until it
ceases to support the above-mentioned false
gods. New Thought and the like? Not
while they preach a gospel of higher selfish-
ness and prostitute higher knowledge of
psychology and soul to base ends of self-
assertion and personal success.

We alone, theosophists, are the hope of
the modern world. We can change her

heart and turn her toward better things.
Are we doing this? Or are we hugging this
precious wisdom to ourselves for various
unworthy reasons? Are we doing all we
can to let people know the Truth which will
make them ifree? My brothers, let us
make our lodges harmonious, vivid, cen-
ters of culture, for the sake of the an-
guished world. Let us support our national
officers who labor so unceasingly and suc-
cessfully to keep Theosophy spreading in
the Nation. Let us try, especially, to un-
derstand the still greater world-work of
our International President, Dr. Besant,
our greatest single embodiment of
H. P. B.s hope that there would always
be those among us who would forever bear
in mind “poor orphaned humanity.” Like
her, let us be utterly forgetful of self, and
be perpetually in remembrance of the
anguish of a dying and tortured humanity,
and in remembrance of our first, our only,
compulsory object, Brotherhood — the
World’s Need.

(Continued from page 19)

touched with compassion, Whose every
wish is turned out in service, can pour
Their force and Their spirituality through
you. We, as members, have our part to
play in our own individual lives. We have
our work to do wherever we go. It is to
spread that touch of the Masters—to
bring some of Their beauty and power into
every lodge room, to make those round
about us thrill more deeply to these divine
truths. Oh, this world has so much dis-
tress, it has so.much misery and igno-
rance,—we ought to bring the light, all
the light we can, along every line that we
can find,—not along one little line, but in
all directions, and not only through one
channel, but through every channel that
we can make, until Their love, like water
flowing down and seeking every outlet it
can find, spreads to every quarter of
the world. So this glorious message of
Theosophy ought to spread along every
line it can possibly find, into every re-
ligion, into every church, into every so-
ciety, and every great altruistic organiza-
tion. If we do not do that we are not good
and wise helpers of the Masters. We are
not proper custodians of these truths. And
if we do not rise to our spiritual opportu-

nities and possibilities, if we do not make
this Section glorious, not in the eyes of
men who do not understand, but in the
eyes of the Masters Who see and know, if
we do not cleanse our own hearts, make
them temples pure and fine, bring that
consecration into our lodge rooms, touch
them with our thought and fill them with
grace and beauty, make our Section sweet
and strong and beautiful, our service fine,
in everything bringing sacrifice, and joy,
and heart’s ease, and peace, we are not
playing our part. If we do that, my
brothers, there will be no danger in money
and in buildings, there will be no danger in
possessions. But if we think only of
buildings, and only of money, and only of
appealing lodge rooms, we will fail the
Masters in this hour of need. It is They
Who can give us all these things. Without
this spirit, life is an empty shell. Seek
then, the spirit, and all these other things
shall be added. Seek to live always as in
the presence of the Master, and all other
things will come. As a Society we will
have made, as it were, a path for the
Saviour of the world. That is our work,
that our duty, that our joy, and, if we are
wise, that is our privilege.
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cannot tell, most of us. But there is a re-
flection of whatever has gone on when we
were free that enables us to look into the
faces of our new friends, or old friends with
aew faces, and rejoice to know them. And
therefore, in- the name of the Chi-
cago Lodges, and of this Convention,
of whom I am for the moment a
representative; I express to our broth-
ers, Mr. Krishnamurti and Mr. Nit-
yananda, and to all those who have
come from afar to our village, a welcome
that is as hearty as it is possible for any
of you to conceive. Such a welcome as

that cannot be put into words. The wel-
come must flash from mind to mind, from
mental body to mental body, on its own
plane, and you know what we have been
told, that a kindly thought has the effect
in those subtle worlds of the caress on the
physical plane, the handshake, the putting
of the arm over the shoulder, anything
that shall express that close unity that
should exist between all of those who have
the mighty ptivilege of endeavoring to be-
come the servants, the pupils, the disciples,
the fellows of the Holy Ones.

Insurance Policies

An unusual suggestion was made by Mr.
Fritz Kunz at the opening of Convention
and successfully carried out during the ses-
sion. This was that members might take
out insurance in their own names or for
others, and then assign the policy to the
American Section. Four thousand dollars
in policies had already been sold by Miss
Dorothy Maxson of East Lansing to mem-
bers of her own Lodge. These were dis-
- played to the Convention by Mr. Kunz,
who pointed out that it was not necessary
to die for the Section to benefit! - Miss
Mazxson could supply various sorts of
policies, such as endowments, annuity
bonds, and a special convertible policy
which permitted the holder after five years
to adjust the amount and premium to his
cricumstances at that time. This latter
form would be useful for old bachelors who
might marry, or millionaires who might in
the next few years get poor giving their
fortunes to the T. S.

The suggestion, though humorously put,
was well received by Convention, and be-
fore the session was over a policy of $5,000
was assigned to the Section (endowment,
partly paid up), another policy was taken
out by members on Mr. Krishnamurti
which will bring the Section $226 a year
when the beneficiary is fifty years old, and
will amount to over $6,000 in benefits for
the Section when he is seventy-five. Two
endowments of $1,000 each were arranged
for in addition (one by Louisville Lodge),

and also a 20-pay-life policy on -Mr.
Kunz, who announced this with the remark
that he could now die at any time with the
pleasant assurance that besides ridding
the world of his presence he would be
benefiting the Section financially.

The Russian Appeal
Mr. Karl Borders, representing the
American Friends’ Service Commission,
955 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago (Na-
tional Headquarters, 208 Twelfth Street,

‘Philadelphia), spoke before the Conven-

tion at the request of Dr. Weller Van
Hook, whose letter of introduction was
read in his absence by Mr. Kunz. The
speaker gave the most heart-rending de-
tails of the conditions in Russia as he had
personally seen them. The effect was the
more pitiful because the speaker recited
the facts in a matter-of-fact manner. Mr.
Krishnamurti and Mr. Kunz passed the
hat, and our generous members, already
the supporters of the Section’s new terri-
tory fund and the work of Dr. Besant in
India, responded with their usual generos-
ity with over three hundred and fifty dol-
lars in cash on the spot. Mr. Borders was
very pleased with this hearty response. In
answer to questions he made it quite clear
that the truth about Russia was being kept
from the American people. ‘
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we decided we would quit paying rent. The
dues are still $1 a month, and by unanimous vote
of the Lodge the income was divided into three
parts, ten per cent going to the Contingent Fund,
for general expenses as they come along; ten per
cent to the Library Fund, with which the Lodge

has built up a fine library; eighty per cent for .

our Building Fund. This eighty per cent in the
last two years has netted us something like
$1,200, and we are looking for a proper location
for a home.

Mgrs. JornNs: “Our Lodge, Annie Besant, is
new,- about two years old. We have the great
privilege of having a training class for lecturers.
One of our members has taught public speaking
for twenty-five years, and has this training class
in charge. They use a method somewhat similar
to that of Akron Lodge, of assigning a chapter
to members. If -they can not speak without a
paper they are permitted the first time to read
a paper. The teacher of whom I spoke trains
them privately. Her idea is to develop the
young people in our Lodge and to send them
out as lecturers in our own neighborhood, and as
teachers in our Lodge. Many of them are teach-
ing at the different classes. We are beginning
with the children 21 years old in the Sunday-
School. We train them to do things” The
speaker thought that every theosophist should be
able to stand up and speak before his own mem-
bers first, and then before the public. She ad-
vised having a training class in the lodges, and
get the members to speak, if it is only for one
minute, and to speak without notes. She out-
lined as a good plan to follow: Speak to your
subject, a good introduction, little argument, and
then the summary.

Dr. Carr: He said: The first and most
important point in public speaking is to
know your subject. The first thing for a
Lodge to do is to get a suitable room
for lectures—that is, a lodgeroom that will
hold all the people who will come to the lec-
tures. The speaker continued,—Paterson Lodge
had started very small, and had some hard
work. If they got one member in a year they
thought they were doing well, but they stuck to
it. Two years ago they got a lodgeroom to ac-
commodate all the people they could get out in
ordinary circumstances. Then they had a lecture
on a certain evening each week, fifty-two times
a year, unless it happened to fall on Christmas
or New Years. They always started promptly,
right on the minute, never were late, and they
found that people liked that. Busy people do
not like to go to a meeting, or lecture, and wait
for it to begin. He advised giving them something
practical which they could understand, some-
thing which they could take home and use in
their lives as Theosophy is a method to live by.
To show that this method of getting your lodge-
room first is practical, in two years, with the
method just outlined, they brought into the
Lodge more members, and of a higher class gen-
erally, than they had in the previous ten years.
Two years of systematic, regular meetings, some
lectures, music, and always a message, brought
these good results. They always tell something
about Theosophy.

About developing lectures, the speaker said:
They had much fine talent that they could not
get to speak even before the lodge, “but by per-
sistent effort you can finally get them across,
You must gradually draw them out. The main
thing is to get a suitable place, and keep it
clean, have regular meetings, be able to tell the
people something about Theosophy. Take a
collection. The more they pay the better they
like it and the more they think of it. Also al-
ways let them understand that they are wel-
come if they do not give five cents. If they can
pay anything we would be glad to have their
help. But the main thing is to come, as we have

-a wonderful message.” After the public meetings
drink

they always have something to eat and
That, he considers, one of the best features their
lodge ever inaugurated.

MRr. GrossMaN: Mr. Grossman spoke of the
method taught by H. P. B, or the H. P. B.
Training Class. In such a class their lodge de-
veloped some very good speakers. The class met
in the lodgeroom, and each one was asked to
talk for one minute on a subject of which he
had not been advised beforehand. The other
members of the Lodge watched the speakers,
their method of standing before the public, their
grammar, their diction, ete., and after the
speaker had finished his one-minute talk those
watching pointed out to him the mistakes he had
made, and the criticism was always given in a
very kindly spirit, so that no one could take of-

fense. It was surprising to find, after six months’

time, some of these speakers who previous to
this could not stand up for one minute and talk,
could afterwards speak for eight or ten minutes.

"Gradually many of these people took to speak-

ing before the public.

A MemBer: We should tell people points
which they can understand. Some like to tell
about chains and rounds, and so forth, of which
many of us really understand very little, and also
we try to cover too much ground. She thought
a young lecturer should take a single point, and
if he can talk on one point in twelve lectures it
is better than to take a hundred points and try
to put them over in one lecture.

CHARMAN: “Several years ago in Des Moines
the Lodge had many earnest and good members,
but none of them considered themselves public
speakers at all, and we had many people wanting
to come to lectures, so we inaugurated Sunday
night meetings. Each of our members was. in-
vited to speak, and it was surprising how many
of them gave really creditable talks, having taken
perhaps two weeks or six months to prepare their
talk for the Sunday night meeting. The results
were very much better than we had hoped for, as
:lve ”ha,d thought it was a very difficult thing to

0.

Mes. Simons: There is one suggestion which
may be helpful to those who are trying to make
themselves lecturers or help others to make
themselves lecturers. When you become more
interested in Theosophy than you are interested
in yourself you will forget to be self-conscious.

Mr. Kunz: “A good formula for public
speaking is: Stand up, speak up and shut up. It
is a splendid thing to know, because one of the
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What Lodges Are Doing

SeATTLE LODGE

R. B. Barnard, secretary of the Seattle Lodge, re-
ports that at present there are lodge activities every
evening in the week except Thursday; that the li-
brary of nearly two thousand books, known as the
Seattle Theosophical Public Library, is open every
day and every meeting night, loaning about twenty-
five books a day; and that the lodge finances are in
good condition. Mr. W. G. Shepard is doing the
greater part of the public work, lecturing from three
to five times a week.

The Lodge has worked out some interesting and
helpful activity charts, used at the monthly rally
meetings to show lodge conditions to the members
and to bring out new ideas and plans.

Famuore Lopce

Fairhope Lodge, though few in number, has se-
cured a fine building lot and hopes to have a
meeting place of its own in the near future. The
“movie” man of the place gave the members one-
half of the net proceeds of one performance in
exchange for their efforts in selling tickets. In va-
rious ways the money is being accumulated and
Fairhope Lodee will in time have its own home.

Santa Axa Lobee

The secretary of Santa Ana Lodge (Box 463,
Santa Ana, California), tells us that their lodge
is in need of a copy of the third volume of The
Secret Doctrine. The lodge will be glad to pur-
chase this volume from anyone who has one for

disposal.

New Yorx Lobce

During the recent visit to New York of Mr. J.
Krishnamurti, Mr. J. Nityananda and Mr. A. P.
Warrington, the New York Lodge gave a recep-
tion in honor of the distinguished trio. A suit-
able hall was secured and made attractive with
flowers and pictures of the leaders, and members
of all other lodges in the city were invited.
Members came also from Springfield, New
Haven, Philadelphia and Baltimore. The spirit
of the meeting evidenced the heartiest cordiality
to the visitors, and Mr. Krishnamurti was given
a remarkable ovation when he came to the plat-
form. He eloquently portrayed the conditions of
his native land today, and appealed for help in
the education of Indian boys. His appeal met
with a generous response. Two smaller, but no
less successful, meetings were held on successive
evenings. :

BesaNT LODGE, SEATTLE

Besant Lodge of Seattle sends in its first an-
nual report. It came into being May 5th, 1922,
with a charter membership of 57. Starting pen-
niless and homeless, it now finds itself possessed
of a 50x100 foot lot, with a lodge home upon it,
furnished, and with a lending library and book
concern, the total value of all of which is about
eight thousand dollars. The lot was purchased
by outright donations and subscriptions, and the
building was constructed from funds borrowed on

the lot and building. The furnishings were pur-
chased from the proceeds of various activities
inaugurated by the ladies of the lodge, and from
many donations. The balance now due on the
building is to be met from two sources: By the
lodge paying a monthly rental of $45, and by
pledges of $1 a week or $5 a month by the mem-
bers. One of Seattle’s best architects, Arthur E.
Loveless, gave freely of his time, without any re-
muneration.

The building was dedicated on Easter Sunday.
Some one hundred and fifty attended this open-

ing, and the theosophical work started under a

. splendid impulse.

National Appointments

At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the
American Section, Theosophical Society, held at
the Hotel Sherman, in Chicago, May 29th, 1923,
with all directors present, the following national
appointments were made:

Secretary-Treasurer: Miss Clara Linder.

Judiciary Committee Member: Mr. J. Harry
Carnes.

National Lecturers: Mr. Alwyn Baker, Mrs.
Harriet Tuttle Bartlett, Mr. George Hall, Mr.
Eugene Munson, Mrs. Maude Lambart-Taylor,
Mr. Max Wardall, Mr. Claude L. Watson, Mrs.
Laura Slavens Wood.

Divisional Lecturers: Dr. T. P. Barnard,
North Tonawanda, N. Y.; Mr. E. Y. Blum,
Leavenworth, Kansas; Dr. George Carr, Pater-
son, N. J.; Dr. E. E. Edmundson, Mt. Vernon,
Illinois; Mrs. Rebecca Finch, Tulsa, Oklahoma;
Mrs. Helen Fitzgerald, New York; Mr. Walter
G. Greenleaf, Chicago; Mrs. Gussie M. Hopkins,
Chicago; Mrs. A. Ross Read, Akron, Ohio; Mr.
Webster G. Shepard, Seattle; Miss Julia XK.
Sommer, Hollywood; Mr. H. C. Stowe, Brooklyn;
Dr. J. N. Wilkie, Brooklyn, N. Y.

District Lecturers: Mrs. Louise Arnold, Colo-
rado Springs; Mrs. Virginia A. Baverstock, Los
Angeles; Mrs. Jennie Hope, Seattle; Miss Mar-
garet V. Sherlock, Seattle; Mrs. Helen M. Stark,
Los Angeles; Mr. James H. Swain, Kansas City;
Mr. Scott Van Etten, Columbus, Ohio.

Gam. WILSON,
Secretary, Board of Directors.

The Emblem Key Ring

The Convention badge was in the form of a
name-bar, from which was suspended a bronze
T. S. emblem, the suspending chain being so
arranged that it could be detached easily from
the bar, and thus leave a very convenient key-
ring. As noted elsewhere in the Convention re-
ports, only five hundred were ordered for regis-
tration, but as nearly eight hundred -members
attended, many were disappointed. They will,
however, receive their key-rings within a month’s
time.
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