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Mr. J marajadasa’s Tour

THE LATEST INFORMATION from Adyar
about the hoped-for visit of Dr. Besant
and Mr. Jinarajadasa is that she cannot
come this year but that he will arrive in
San Francisco about the end of June. A
period of from between fifteen weeks and
twenty weeks will then be given to the
lecture work. Accordingly the Conven-
tion will undoubtedly be held in Chicago
in the month of August and the exact date
can probably be announced in the next
number of THE MesseEnger. Of course the
time available for lectures at Convention
will be reserved for Mr. Jinarajadasa—
we can hear our own people at other times
—and his lectures will doubtless be for
members only. Just how his lecture tours,
in which he will speak to the public, will

be arranged, has not yet been determined
" but as far as it is practicable his time will
be distributed throughout the Section.

Our National Library

~ THE FeBrUARY number of THE MESSEN-
aer several donations of books were ac-
knowledged. Mrs. Hasty, of San Fran-
cisco, recently presented a rare, early
magazine, with pictures of theosophical
pioneers. Anything concerning the early
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history of the Society is particularly ac-
‘ceptable. I hope the Board of Directors,
at their next meeting, will authorize the
gradual purchase of all new books on
things occult that are worthy a place in a
national theosophical library. It should
be built up by a plan that will make it
invaluable to the student of occult litera- -
ture, ‘and it should be conducted after-
ward by a plan that will make it available
to every member of the Society, no mat-
ter where he lives. With permanent head-
quarters located in a central city, hun-
dreds of members can make personal use
of the books; but the majority of our
members cannot do that and [for them
some mail-service plan should be worked
out, so that to be a member is to be an
owner of the library and to have books
from it at the actual cost of transporting
them from and to Headquarters. That
may possibly reduce the sales of the The-
osophical Press somewhat, but it cannot
too often be said that our publishing busi-
ness exists for service, not profits, and
that our work is to spread a knowledge of
Theosophy. However, since we desire to
sell our books to the public that has never
heard-of Theosophy, it is in that direction
that we must seek markets.

If vou have theosophical books that
you do not need, or which you desire to
make available to a larger number of peo-
ple, write to Headquarters about it. If
the books do not duplicate what we now
have they will be most welcome.

Rich America

T HERE IS A CURIOUS characteristic about
human nature that leads it to cling
tenaciously to an idea that finds lodg-
ment in the popular thought of the world.
Countless superstitions are tenaciously
believed generation after generation, not-
withstanding the progress in the various
sciences which proves them to be without
foundation. Millions of people firmly be-
lieve that potatoes planted during the
time when the moon is light are sure to
yield a decidedly different crop than others
that are planted during the period when it
is dark. Not so many, but thousands of
others, also believe that the weather will
be dry or wet according to the apparent
position of the new moon—on “whether
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its work. If only a few people can hold

the attitude of loving-kindness they be-
come a very important unit in the eyes of
Those who watch and help behind the veil,
because that group of people can be uti-
lized as a point of contact between the
spiritual world and this. And through it
there can flow down and outwards a series
of spiritual forces, which otherwise would
not reach the world because of there being
no opening for them. If it were possible
in a Lodge of this size for-everyone to feel
the utmost kindliness toward the other,
even though we may hold different intel-
lectual views regarding things, I hesitate to
say how great the work we could do, how
splendidly useful this centre would be in
this great city. The Hierarchy—those
Whom we reverence as the Masters—would

look upon that as an enormous opportunity.

for doing good, and utilize it to the utmost,

because all these big cities are greatly in °

need of spiritual help. I think this our
great task, and it is not so difficult. We
must realize that intellectually we hold
different opinions, but within, as egos, we
are one. If the veils of our bodies could
be stripped away so we could see each
other’s causal bodies, we would never be
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guilty again of any lack of loving-kind-
ness. Once one has caught a glimpse of the
causal level and has seen the flashing
beauty of even an undeveloped causal
hody, to say nothing of. the glowing radi-
ance of one fairly well along in evolution,
all the little difficulties of the personality
would be seen to be of no great importance.
We put down into incarnation the least
developed part of ourselves, that which is
the least grown, because that is the part
that needs training. Hence everyone of
us has in the background a greater power
of understanding things than is realized in
the brain. Down here we are least mature.
In that inner world where the causal body
can be seen, there is more beauty and
power. If we could really see one another
it would make such a difference. What if
these personalities cause trouble, make little
remarks? Simply let these things go, say
“There is my brother—a splendid, beautiful
ego—the personality of which does not
quite realize the grandeur of its own deeper
self, therefore I must make allowances,
must not be harsh in my judgments.” That
is the way we are going to make our Lodge
meetings instinct with friendliness and
spiritual vitality.

Nominations for Directors

Chicago, Feb. 21, 1924,
Mr. L. W. Rogers,
826 Oakdale Avenue,
Chicago.
Dear Mr. Rogers:

Please ask the Secretary Treasurer to
withdraw my name as nominee for the
office of member of the Board of Directors
of the American Section, T. S. As you
nominated me I am sending this through
you.

Yours faithfully,
H. J. Bupp

Chicago, Feb. 22, 1924.
Mr. H. J. Budd,
- 212 Austin Avenue,
Chicago. '
My dear Mr. Budd:

It is with geniune regret that I comply
" with your request to have your name taken

from the list of nominees, but of course
your personal wishes must be regarded.

Yours most cordially,
L. W. Rocers

Additional nominations received by the
Secretary-Treasurer are: :

M. B. Hudson, (St. Louis), nominated b
L. W. Rogers, Adelaide Schwartzkopf, H.

"N. Rockafellow;

Edith Armour, (Chicago), nominated by
J. C. Crummey, Gussie M. Hopkins, W. G.
Greenleaf;

William M. Mayes, (Chicago), nomi-
nated by J. C. Crummey, Gussie M. Hop-
kins, W. G. Greenleaf; ’

Scott Van Etten, (Columbus, Ohio),
nominated by O. H. Jolley, E. A. Johnston,
Jennie E. Bollenbacher; .

- James H. Swain, (Kansas City), nomi-
nated by W. E. Barnhart, F. J. Rosenbaum,
Arlo E. Miller. -












What Lodges are Doing

Loxg Beace LobGe

The Long Beach Lodge is evidently doing some
good, .constructive propaganda, for its members,
numbering forty-three, maintain a main-floor,
centrally located lodge room seating about one
hundred. Here the Lodge conducts a public
lecture every Friday evening, preceded by a be-
ginners’ class at seven o’clock. The attendance is
good for both meetings, the hall often being
entirely filled for the public lecture. The Lodge
has extended its work to Lynwood, a town a-
bout twelve miles away, where a center has
been formed and regular meetings are being
held with good prospects for a new Lodge.

In order to meet the heavy rental for their
headquarters, the Long Beach Theosophists
sublet their room whenever possible. To enable
the Lodge- to help with the Braille fund for the
Blind, a vegetarian banquet was given, each
person paying one cent per year for each year
of his life. It was a great success, some mem-

* bers registering one hundred years. At any rate
some forty dollars was cleared.

BroTuErRHOOD LoODGE, DETROIT.

Brotherhood Lodge has taken the whole sec-
ond floor of a building in the heart of the city.
Tt was a deserted machine shop, but now, after
two months of hard work (nights and Sundays)
the members have transformed the place into a
beautiful lodge room. Mr. Rogers’ series of pub-
lic lectures was utilized to organize an elemen-
tary class, which did not, according to the usual
custom, dwindle down to a few after first en-
thusiasm, but which maintained the high aver-
age of forty-five or fifty students. Keeping alive
the interest has been accomplished by the Lodge
president, who planned and gave a series of
fourteen lectures covering the whole field of
Theosophy. The old members of Detroit Brother-
hood are now wondering if the Lodge proper will
prove lively enough for this new group when the
individual students become T. S. members.

OaxLAND LobGe

Twenty-three new members came into Oa.k-‘

land Lodge during the last year—a fine addition
to any Lodge. The members have extended
their class work and conduct a center in the col-
ored settlement, and one in Haywards. At the
Oakland Lodge rooms there are three classes each
week open to the public and the voung people
hold their meetng every Sunday afternoon. Like
many other Lodges, it held a Christmas bazaar
during December and cleared about two hundred
and fifty dollars, which will enable wider plans for
propaganda.

DavroN Lobce .

In Dayton the members are trying bi-weekly
Sunday lectures that are proving very successful.
These are given in the Chamber of Commerce
Street, between First and Second—perhaps a visit-
ing member may want to attend.

ANNIE Besant, CLEVELAND.

The city of Cleveland had a food show, last-
ing a week and attended by some 125,000 people;
vand the enterprising members of Annie Besant

Lodge, T. S, had a booth there. It was really
three booths in one, occupying the floor space
which ordinarily would have accommodated three
exhibits. The wonderful publicity opportunity
was given the Lodge by the show management.
because of the business connections of the hus-
band of one of the members. The exhibition priv-
ilege was given, rent free, the only cost to the
Lodge being $25.00 for preparation of the sign and
the use of furniture. .

The Lodge had a prominent location, fronting
on three aisles, next to the orchestra booth. The
word Theosophy blazed forth above two sides of
the booth, and such words as Reincarnation,
Karma, Dharma, and so forth, occupied pro-
minent places.

Needless to say the attention of the public was
arrested and many people who had never heard
the word Theosophy stopped to inquire and show-
ed keen interest and a desire to know more. Many
passers-by stopped to talk with the members in
charge about their own personal difflculties, and
to find out the theosophical explanation. One
woman stated that she had not been happy in
fourteen years, and seemed on the point of be-
coming mentally unbalanced, but after listening
to the simple theosophical truths, went away
encouraged, promising to visit the Lodge rooms
and study deeper. Another unhappy woman, who
had . endeavored to gain help from psychology
but unsuccessfully, left the booth with the deter-
mination to take the first step in straightening out
the quarrel that had caused the unhappiness.

Many of the inquiries were exceedingly amusing.
One casual observer was heard to remark: “The-
osophy! What does that mean? Is it good to
eat?” Another, looking at the box-like object
on which the emblem was shown, asked “Is it a
stove?” A woman stopped, her eyes roamed all
around the booth, taking in everything, and
when the member in charge asked if she knew of
Theosophy, the visitor answered, “, yes! we have
read a good deal about Theosophy, but I was
just thinking what a fine looking group of people
_}rou h'?,ve here—they all have such fine Christian

aces.

The members of Annie Besant Lodge, Cleve-
land, feel that through this channel they were
given a stupendous opportunity to bring Theos-
ophy before thousands of new people.

SearTLE LobGe

The Secretary of the Seattle Lodge writes that
a lease for three years has been taken on the old
quarters in the Lyon Building, which was the cen-
ter of activities some years ago. The partition
which formerly greatly restricted the seating ca-
pacity has been removed, the place has ben com-
pletely redecorated, and the Lodge is looking for-
ward with great enthusiasm to a very successful
season.

Every one who bears suffering and sorrow no-
bly in his struggle towards the light is lifting a
little of the heavy load of sorrow and suffering
of his brothers as well.

C. W. LEADBEATER















