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s A ���� � The Theosophical Society holds 
that all original thinkers and investigators o f the hidden side 
o f  nature whether materialists— those who find matter "the 
promise and potency o f all terrestrial life ,”  that is, or spiritual­
ists— those who discover in spirit the source o f all energy and 
o f matter as well— were and are, properly, Theosophists. For 
to be one, one need not necessarily recognize the existence o f 
any special G od or a deity. One need but worship the spirit o f 
living nature, and try to identify oneself with it. T o revere 
that � ��������  the invisible Cause, which is yet ever mani­
festing itself in its incessant results; the intangible, om nipo­
tent, and omnipresent Proteus: indivisible in its Essence, and 
eluding form , yet appearing under all and every form ; who 
is here and there, and everywhere and nowhere; is � � � � and 
	 � � � �	 � � ubiquitous yet one; the Essence filling, binding, 
bounding, containing everything; contained in all. It w ill, 
we think, be seen now, that whether classed as Theists, Pan­
theists or Atheists, such men are all near kinsmen to the rest. 
Be what he may, once a student abandons the old and trodden 
highway o f routine, and enters upon the solitary path o f inde­
pendent thought— Godward— he is a Theosophist; an original 
thinker, a seeker after the eternal truth, with "an inspiration 
o f his own to solve the universal problems.”

W ith every man who is earnestly searching in his own way 
after a knowledge o f the Divine Principle, o f man’s relations 
to it, and nature’s manifestations o f it, Theosophy is allied.

� � �� ��� � �� � � ��� � � 
���� ������������  October 1879
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A YEAR ago when we met our country 
was but an assistant to other nations en­
gaged in a war to preserve those rights 

and freedoms for and by which we as a nation 
came into being and progressed. Today we, too, 
are among the fighting nations, arming not only 
to be the arsenal o f Democracy, but to take our 
own place on the fighting fronts. W e cannot 
expect to preserve the bounteous values which 
nature has provided us, nor the freedom for 
their enjoyment, except with the utmost o f 
sacrifice— sacrifice no less than that o f those 
who have had so much less to preserve.

The tempo o f  our war effort has vastly in­
creased; the spirit o f  our war effort has mani­
festly changed, for it is becoming the spirit o f 
sacrifice, the willing acceptance o f whatever 
trials may be necessary to the essential end—  
and great indeed the sacrifice must be. Our 
work as a Society and as individual members 
must be done under conditions constantly more 
challenging and calling for increasing effort.

The Society in its physical welfare and in its 
spirit was never sounder than today. Like our 
brethren in stricken countries, we shall carry 
on whatever difficulties may arise. They have 
set us magnificent examples o f heroic work 
despite the war. W e, relatively free o f restric­
tions, must perform the more nobly and serve 
the work the more fully now that so many are 
not permitted to serve the cause o f Theosophy 
at all. A  great deal o f the responsibility for the 
maintenance o f The Theosophical Society and 
for continued Theosophical work now rests 
upon the American Section. With dangers im­
mediately confronting the Society in almost 
every other o f its important bastions o f truth, 
the responsibility is definitely ours to make 
insoluble The Theosophical Society’s unity and 
effective its work. Remote as we are from those 
dangers that in some places prohibit and in

others hinder the Great Work, the nearer is 
our obligation to serve the Society and its pur­
poses to the utmost o f  our power.

A  year ago I was not sure whether or not 
this report by your wish or by my own, would 
be the last that I would deliver to you in the 
office o f National President. But as events 
have transpired you very generously re-elected 
me to office by a larger number o f votes cast 
by a greater proportion o f  the membership than 
ever before. I cannot but be deeply appreci­
ative o f so great an honor, nor can I do less 
than to pledge to you the application o f all the 
strength that great responsibilities in the war 
effort still leave available. I pledge you that 
strength and my whole-hearted and continued 
loyalty to the Great W ork as its needs are made 
clear to me.

You have also elected a Board o f Directors, 
among whom are some new members whom I 
personally welcome as colleagues upon whom 
to rely for interpretation o f those needs and 
for help and guidance in fulfilling them. I am 
sure that their deliberations added to those of 
members already experienced in National Di­
rectorship will be fruitful in the interest o f the 
Society and its work.

In connection with the coming election I 
made what might be called an interim report in 
� � � � � � � � �� � 	 � � � � � � � � � �� � � o f January, en­
titled "There is W ork to be Done.”  Although 
that report covered a longer period, it bears 
upon the present and portrays essential trends, 
and I wish to incorporate it by reference in this 
official Annual Report. It sets forth three basic 
elements to be included in any policy or pro­
gram:

1. Study Theosophy and promote friendship.
2. Encourage members, through the T.O.S., 

to put Theosophy into practice.
3. Draw the young near to Theosophy.
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areas. Miss Etha Snodgrass, starting in January, 
covered the Pacific Coast and the southern 
route to Chicago and back by the northern 
route. Mr. Frederick H. Werth, starting in 
Florida, covered the east coast, the south and 
mid-south and the central states.

Each o f these makes his own unique but 
greatly appreciated contribution, some evidence 
o f which was recently presented in the maga­
zine in the words o f the officers and members 
o f the lodges they visited. Mr. Perkins and Mr. 
Werth will continue their work in the forth­
coming season. Most lodges will receive the 
benefit o f  visits from at least one o f these, and in 
many cases both. It will be a genuine loss that 
for the time being family responsibilities make 
it necessary for Miss Snodgrass to restrict her 
field work to that area nearer her home in the 
Northwest.

Miss Jean Glen-Walker also carried out an 
extensive tour, planned with the lodges on her 
behalf, and many have expressed appreciation.

Others continuing in the field from past 
years have included Mr. L. W . Rogers, who in 
some part o f the year branched into new terri­
tory. Even so veteran a campaigner had to 
submit to the limitations placed upon his work 
by the war. He will be making brief visits to 
principal cities this fall.

Dr. Kuhn’s work has also met with appreci­
ation in some quarters.

Mr. Fritz Kunz, who for years has been an 
important contributor to the work in the Field 
has for this past year turned his attention toward 
a specialized department o f Theosophical ac­
tivity, resulting in the production and distribu­
tion o f Main Currents, a periodical for the cor­
relation o f modern factual and scientific data 
and opinion with Theosophical concepts and 
principles.

The experimental radio series authorized by 
the Board o f Directors a year ago resulted in 
nine specially prepared broadcasts by Mr. E. 
Norman Pearson over two Detroit stations, 
one o f them being among the foremost stations 
in the area. These were correlated with activ­
ities o f the Detroit Lodge, which shared in the 
cost o f time. The experiment was instructive, 
but did not produce results considered com­
mensurate with the effort and the cost, or justi­
fying its continuance. It has helped to make 
still clearer the fact that Theosophists are still 
bearers o f a pioneering philosophy, to which 
the multitude does not yet respond. So, pre­
sumably, it will always be— a leaven to the 
hopes and faiths and aspirations o f the world, 
calling forth our own undoubting faith and

courage. I f it were otherwise we who are The­
osophists would be seeking some other truly 
founded cause in which to venture and for other 
odds against which to work, for we must ever 
stand where the Truth meets obstacles.

The recordings in the program, "Dear Mr. 
Cheer,”  prepared by Mr. Carle Christensen 
and his assistants two years ago, have recently 
been offered directly to radio stations, with a 
very gratifying acceptance o f the series of 
thirteen episodes. Twelve hundred and fifty 
dollars worth o f free time has already been 
assigned to these Theosophical messages. Many 
other stations have asked for samples. The de­
mand is beyond our capacity to supply and the 
Board o f Directors is considering an expendi­
ture for additional sets and sample recordings.

Recordings have recently been put to further 
use for a series o f brief talks to members by 
the National President, the first o f which you 
heard yesterday and which will be continued 
month by month through the coming year. The 
service has been offered free to all lodges, ex­
cept for postage costs, and it is hoped that many 
more will express their desire to share it.

Another element o f publicity is that o f the 
press releases prepared by Mr. A. Herbert Peron, 
giving current significance to Theosophical ideas 
and made available for local use o f all lodges.

Our publicity work has continued to the ex­
tent that time and resources have permitted. 
Through the generosity o f  several individuals, 
especially Mr. H. D. Olsen and Mr. S. J. Ojack, 
bound volumes have been placed in 211 public 
libraries, 35 prisons, 40 lodges, 10 libraries of 
colleges and churches, and with 30 study groups 
and individual students, and 26 with the Radio 
Temple o f the Air in Detroit. Twelve thousand 
pamphlets, often accompanied by letters have 
been sent to many hundreds o f inquirers, many 
o f whom were referred directly to our lodges. 
Some new members can be traced directly to the 
work o f the Publicity Department.

The To-Those-Who-Mourn Club conducted 
by Mr. W ilfred H. Sigerson has distributed 
over 20,000 copies o f the pamphlet "T o  Those 
W ho Mourn,”  an increase over last year, as the 
work has spread into more states and districts. 
Mr. H. D. Olsen has also been generous in this 
activity.

The project by which Theosophical books 
have been placed in rental libraries has sub­
stantially developed and one hundred books 
have been placed in such libraries in ten cities.

Exceedingly important among our channels
(Continued on Page 173)
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in its various departments, with the result that 
six lectures, three short stories, one musical 
composition, one radio script, one painting and 
fourteen poems were received. The award has 
been made to Miss Joy M ills for her lecture, 
"The School o f Tom orrow,”  to Mrs. Idel Le- 
Marquand for her poem, "A llegro to A riel,”  
and to Miss Marian Pearce for a radio script, 
"Take the Helm .”

W ork for the blind has been continued by 
the Theosophical Book Association through 
whose activities the light o f Theosophy is 
brought to those who are lacking physical sight 
In this work the steady and loyal service to the 
blind o f Mrs. Flavia Snyder is ably directed 
by M r. F. A . Baker.

New, but extremely important among our 
activities is the Successful Service Bureau, 
which, under the leadership o f M r. E. Norman 
Pearson, has collected and correlated the ex­
periences and ideas o f members for the purpose 
o f im proving the methods and technique or our 
work in all its departments. Some sessions o f 
this Convention w ill be devoted to an explana­
tion and development o f this work, from  which 
we should receive a definite impetus wherever 
the principles o f good work as set forth in the 
Bureau’s Successful Service Series o f publica­
tions are studied and put to use.

The sculptured art piece that has been the 
subject o f report for several years past has now 
been completed, was unveiled on Saturday eve­
ning and is on display. Seven hundred and 
forty-seven dollars.has been subscribed to the 
fund and $800 has been paid to the artist, M r. 
Richmond Barthl, w ho has been most con­
siderate in his willingness to accept payment 
as subscriptions have been received. W e would 
very much appreciate a few  substantial sums 
that w ill close this fund and the obligation 
to the sculptor and leave us sufficient to make 
shipment to Adyar when the seas are again 
safe for the symbols o f freedom.

A  number o f Staff changes have occurred 
during the course o f the year. W ar work and 
the war services have called some, but for 
whatever reason changes have occurred, the 
work o f  those who have left, as also that o f 
those who have joined us, has been appreciated 
for the contribution it has made to the whole 
activity o f Headquarters. Unless that activity 
is a coordinated unity, unless the individual 
services are recognized by those who make 
them and by the Staff as a whole as vital ele­
ments in a composite work that work is itself 
imperfect. N o contribution o f  any member o f 
the Staff, and the same is true o f each member

as to his lodge, is therefore unimportant A ll 
are needed; all are appreciated. Mrs. Ann 
W erth, who has so adaptably and so efficiently 
taken over the arduous and responsible duties 
o f the National Secretaryship deserves your 
special appreciation and mine.

I may be pardoned a little personal pride 
that our Headquarters organization has been 
so built that loyal and capable under-studies 
have been available to step into vacancies where 
experience and judgment and unqualified de­
votion to the work are among the requirements. 
T o all o f  those who serve the work at Head­
quarters, in the Field, in the federations and 
in the lodges, you who are delegates and mem­
bers, I upon whom you place the principal 
responsibility, have cause for great gratitude.

The facilities o f Headquarters have been 
made available week by week for the work o f 
a Red Cross Unit, in which a number o f  the 
Headquarter’s Staff have been active. A  First 
A id class has also been carried on for Staff 
Members and others, with Miss W inifred Boye 
as director and teacher.

The foregoing portion o f this report should 
make it dear that w e have a very sound phy­
sical core and spirit for good and effective work. 
But there remains the question, how can we 
make the future more Theosophical than the 
past, Theosophy more powerful in its appeal, 
m its influence everywhere, and espedally in 
our own nation?

It seems to me that there are certain dear 
cut fundamentals, the first o f which is that we 
cannot make the world more Theosophical un­
til we have become better Theosophists our­
selves, and that requires o f  us more Knowledge 
and better practice and brings us bade to the 
first o f those three points I have already men­
tioned: Study Theosophy.

Generally speaking, we know so little, but 
are so content. Reincarnation, for example, 
makes its appeal on the basis o f reason, and 
having read a book or two on the subject we 
say we believe in reincarnation, but what do 
we know about it? W hat different concepts 
o f the doctrine o f reincarnation have we ex­
amined? M ost o f us have merely accepted the 
one with which we were first presented and 
we do not want our views challenged by others. 
W e have not become students o f  the subject o f 
reincarnation, and the same is true o f  karma 
and the Elder Brethren and all our various 
other Theosophical beliefs. Generally speaking, 
we haven’t studied; therefore, we know little 
about these subjects whose truth we profess. 
But to make the truth our own is the purpose



THE AM ERICAN THEOSOPHIST 1 7 5

o f every Theosophist, for by making it our 
own we make o f ourselves sounder and more 
dependable exponents.

It is, o f  course, not required that we believe 
in reincarnation and karma and the Elder 
Brethren at all, or that we accept any presen­
tation or modeling o f  these doctrines, yet by 
the fact o f being members we should be stu­
dents. The truth we already know will not be 
supplanted by our new discoveries, but we shall 
be stronger in our faith, with a profound re­
spect for those who have been students before 
us, a reverence and a generous spirit towards 
those who in their day discovered truth as a 
foundation for our own.

Thus, too, shall we develop a greater respect 
for Theosophists whose belief and activity d if­
fer from our own. Knowing more ourselves, 
we shall the more appreciate the different 
knowledge o f others. Many types o f  work are 
needed. W e are too apt to think that the 
future o f The Theosophical Society depends 
upon the one activity or line o f  thought in 
which we individually find our primary interest. 
W e have seen a proposal made in our own 
Convention and when it has not been accepted 
it was the Convention that was declared un­
democratic. W e have been told that lectures 
should largely give place to some other form 
o f public approach, not yet defined, or our 
work should be directed to some specific group 
or type o f people; that we should cut ourselves 
adrift from tradition and substitute some other 
attitude for gracious appreciation o f those from 
whom we have learned; that the Society must 
not be led from within. Some, having no satis­
factory evidence o f the existence o f the Elder 
Brethren, would have us put Them aside.

But what o f our origin as a Society? Mem­
bership does not call upon us to believe, yet 
few can doubt the existence o f the Elder 
Brethren, though each may choose his own ex­
pression o f belief and o f  service to Them, but 
each Theosophist must respect the convictions 
and the service rendered by others based on 
their own belief or knowledge.

Some offer one thing and some another as 
the solution o f all problems. And yet, when

we really get down to genuine thinking about 
it we are forced to the conclusion that the fu­
ture o f The Theosophical Society depends upon 
just one thing— our ability to work together in 
harmony. That word is much misunderstood. 
Harmony is not comprised o f  a single note. It 
is the blending o f a number o f  notes and in 
Theosophical harmony there may be many 
views. The essential is that they shall be 
blended in impersonality.

And so we have study and consequent new 
discovery and growth that students cannot fail 
to make for themselves, with reverence to those 
who discovered before us; the recognition o f 
the place that each can fill and therefore friend­
ship, appreciation o f the value o f each in his 
own sphere. Summarized, this is an appeal for 
greater knowledge and for greater brotherhood, 
and o f the two, brotherhood is infinitely the 
more important.

But I will add one other— work. The Lancet, 
journal o f the medical profession in London, 
reporting on their research into "mental reac­
tions to air raids,”  gave as a practical recipe for 
controlling fear, "Have plenty o f important 
work to d o ; do it.”  A ll our fears for The 
Theosophical Society might well be dispelled 
by this same means, for if each is busy making 
his greatest possible contribution, suited to his 
capacities and responsibilities in his own sphere, 
he will have no time or cause to be fearful and 
the work he does will add its assurance that 
there is no need.

In our anxiety for something new let us be 
cautious lest we forsake the truth we already 
have. Any hesitation to stand by it will lead 
us astray. For our beginning was a sure founda­
tion given us by Those who know. Today, as 
always, we may express the need as study, 
friendship, work. What shall be Theosophy’s 
contribution to our nation today? What but 
Theosophists who by their study, their friend­
ship and their work qualify as contributors to 
the building o f a new world in which our own 
country under its enlightened leadership is 
playing and must and will play a magnificent 
part.

The fellow  who pulls on the oars doesn’t have time to rock the boat.
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Yet this is no sudden leap to the star o f our 
vision: there is a ladder to the moon o f our 
attaining! Every rung must be mounted: step 
by step man proceeds from darkness into light. 
Still, we have seen a finger pointing; we have 
set our feet at first hesitatingly, now firmly, on 
the lowest rung. There will be a long climb. 
But "we know our Chiefs, we trust our Com­
mander ; the Flag that we bear is blazoned with 
the Star in the East. For us, there is no fear, 
no doubt, for we know our goal and the road 
to it.”

The goal and the road to it: man is a god 
in the becoming as he adventures on the king’s 
high road. What glorious adventuring for 
those courageous, fearless ones! H ow strewn 
with holiness and joy the path o f our attaining 
when it is followed in utter dedication to the 
work o f the Great Ones in the world! There 
are challenges, no less, moments o f inner doubt 
and outer discouragement when the ideal seems 
perhaps too illusory, too impractical and unreal 
for achievement. But the Theosophical attitude 
admits o f no such doubt, for every ideal how­
ever remote in the future may be its ultimate 
realization, carries with it preparatory work to 
be done in the present. The ideal o f Universal 
Brotherhood cannot be achieved even in the most 
remote future unless we begin now, individu­
ally, to live brotherly lives. The ideal o f peace 
must fail o f  achievement unless today the spirit 
o f  cooperation pervades our living. The great 
ideal o f Man Perfect cannot be attained unless 
for each o f us there is today the continual striv­
ing to live more nobly, more purely, more beauti­
fully, knowing that the only demonstration o f 
the Divine without is the Divine within. This 
is the most glorious o f challenges: to live today 
as we would live tomorrow: to follow the creed 
o f Asnyh:
Look for the clear light of Truth.
Look for unknown new roads
Even when man’s sight is keener far than now
Divine wonder will never fail him.
Every age has its own dreams 
Leave then the dreams of yesterday.
You— take the torch of knowledge
Perform a new work among the labors of the centuries
And build the palace of the future.

W hen our ideas and ideals are set from this 
deeper spiritual point o f view, the frontiers o f 
our social, economic, political, educational, and 
artistic processes will become evident. W e who 
are Theosophists and imbued with the Theoso­
phical philosophy o f life must always be ad­
venturing along these outposts o f civilization—  
carrying our Theosophy always more into every 
field o f human endeavor.

The question that occurs over and over again 
is the practicality o f our plan. W ill it work, 
even in some remote tomorrow? What are the 
steps to be taken today to ameliorate present 
conditions and to ensure a future o f brother­
hood? Young people especially ask these ques­
tions. Many a college student has said to me, 
"Yes, your ideas are beautiful and uplifting, 
but will they work? Just exactly what would 
you propose doing now? What are the steps 
in your plan?” And if  they are to be satisfied, 
they must really be answered completely and 
truly. Theosophy and brotherhood must be 
made more than an ideal: it must become a 
workable plan for living. T o  the social worker, 
it must present a practical solution to the prob­
lems confronting the share-cropper, the tenant 
farmer, and the family on relief. .To the poli­
tical scientist, it must point the way, not in 
vague terms, but in realistic planning, to better 
government and more democratic leadership. 
To the teacher, it must give a workable basis 
for a more worthwhile education. For all peo­
ple Theosophy must be more than a philosophy 
o f  life, beautiful and noble as that may be: it 
must also be the basis for better living now and 
must outline clearly the steps towards ever more 
brotherly living in the future. W e must remem­
ber too that when this fundamental need is 
not adequately met, it is not Theosophy that 
has failed. W e who are its exponents in the 
modern world have not lived up to our highest 
responsibility. The theory o f electronics remains 
none the less certain, even though we may fail 
in our grasp o f it and therefore prove incapable 
o f  accurately explaining its functioning.

W e must come to grips, therefore, with the 
world in which we live. W e can no longer re­
treat with the Don Juans o f a former day, into 
the ivory towers o f our own mystical experi­
ences. "Calvary made the Resurrection pos­
sible,”  wrote Colby Door Dam recently, "and 
perhaps a Calvary is here for the twentieth- 
century man. The machine has brought him 
disaster, blood, and terror on a scale which 
makes the 'uncivilized’ barbarians o f the middle 
ages seem like innocent children. He is face 
to face, in the same hour, with his own innate 
savageness and his own immortal power to fight 
and die for the freedom o f  his Spirit. Indeed, 
in all history, his Spirit has never been held up 
more gloriously than it stands today in the 
skies over Britain and the shelters under Lon­
don. It is this inner power to fight and die 
for the freedom and dignity o f the human 
Spirit which is the essence o f  the intuition 
functioning on a national scale. The fight to
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prevent dictatorship and preserve our free in­
stitutions cannot be waged with financial sta­
tistics and political speeches alone. It can be 
successfully waged only by intuitive thinkers 
and wise teachers who can sense the inner di­
rection o f the inner surging, restless spirit o f 
our people, release it, and put it to work build­
ing men and women who know the high price 
o f freedom  and are glad to pay it.”

The sharp cynicism and bitter pessimism o f­
ten apparent in our educated generations under 
thirty is not entirely due to any lack o f employ­
m ent; it is due in part, at least, to the fact that 
those leaders to whom they have turned for a 
sense o f  inner direction, a purpose behind ex­
perience, do not, themselves, know where they 
are going. Behind the emotional frustration, 
intellectual confusion, and moral softness o f 
large sections o f our educated minorities lies a 
very logical sense o f helplessness. In this most 
critical hour in human history, what are we wait­
ing fo r? A  new Columbus to come along and 
tell us the inner w orld is round not flat? An­
other Plato to ask again the age-old question, 
"W hat is man?”  Is man, as some o f our astute 
scientists would have us believe, merely a ran­
dom aggregation o f chemical atoms, controlled 
and coordinated by electrical force? Is he, as 
many contemporary psychologists think, only a 
more rational animal responding automatically 
to physical sensations, impressions, and in­
stincts? Is he, as the Freudians tell us, simply 
a fragile bundle o f personal complexes, urges, 
inhibitions, and exhibitions? Or is he, as Bud­
dha, Christ, and the other great teachers o f the 
world, have declared through the centuries, an 
immortal, transcendent God-in-the-M aking with 
limitless powers, faculties, and attributes await­
ing his recognition and command?

The main difficulty in the pursuit o f wisdom 
by thinkers today lies not so much in our tur­
bulent environment, as in the present lack o f 
teachers and schools equipped to educate intelli­
gent, understanding, and intuitive people; to 
build creative faculty in any field for which the 
student has a natural inclination and aptitude; 
to integrate ideas with em otions; to teach stu­
dents to think with their hearts and to love 
with their m inds; to take a universal approach 
to man and nature.

W e must have better learning and better 
teaching in a better world. W e must be ready 
as members o f The Theosophical Society to 
lead the way to the future o f education which 
is, in the words o f our great President, Dr. 
George S. Arundale, "active cooperation with 
the scheme and purpose o f evolution.”  Youth

cannot be expected to be brotherly until their 
education is for brotherhood; youth cannot be 
expected to be reverent and compassionate un­
til their education is for reverence and compas­
sion: until the teachers themselves are fu ll o f 
reverence and compassion for the young. Youth 
cannot be expected to be truly cultured until 

' their education is for the culture o f the body, 
o f the emotions, as well as o f the mind. There 
must be today not only a charter for youth, but 
a school for youth: now, in these present hours 
o f crisis, must come to birth a new education—  
an education for the future that w ill truly edu­
cate. W e must today be w illing to take that 
most daring o f all steps: the building o f a 
school, based on brotherhood, founded on the 
principles o f the Ancient W isdom , erected with 
the vision o f intuitive, growing people, in which 
student and teacher learn together, and both 
walk side by side into that glorious future o f 
peace and brotherhood and freedom  for all. 
Today when the shadows o f war are lengthen­
ing over India and Dr. Arundale writes that 
the Besant Theosophical School is in danger o f 
being closed because o f these shadows, what 
better place to establish a new school to which 
the light o f our leaders’ visions may be brought, 
than our American spiritual home, O lcott? 
Established to the undying memory o f those 
visionaries o f the education o f the future, Dr. 
Besant, Bishop Leadbeater, Colonel Olcott, 
Madame Blavatsky; those visionaries whose 
torch is so ably carried on today by Dr. Arun­
dale, Shrimati Rukmini D evi, and our most 
honored guest at this present convention, Mr. 
Jinarajadasa, the Olcott School would give form  
and expression to the ideals for which The 
Theosophical Society itself was founded: ideals 
which we cannot repeat too often : to form  a 
nucleus o f the Universal Brotherhood o f Hu­
manity, without distinction o f race, creed, sex, 
caste or color; to encourage the study o f com­
parative religion, philosophy and science; to 
investigate the unexplained laws o f nature and 
the powers latent in man.

In the rest o f the time that is at my disposal 
I should like to deal briefly with as many aspects 
as possible o f the nature o f such an educational 
venture. It is needless to say that such a pro­
ject cannot be formulated by only one person 
nor in a limited time. Neither would it be 
valuable were it to be formulated over many 
years by a group o f people, when the need for 
it did not exist and the purpose o f it could not 
be clearly defined in the requirements o f the 
times. It is precisely then because the need for 
it does exist in the very midst o f our present
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life, to keep fresh within them not what they 
wonder about, but the capacity to wonder.

Theosophy has thus placed before us a con­
ception or the child as an immortal individual, 
with a character which is the incarnate memory 
o f his past, a being to be studied, to be under­
stood, before he can be effectively helped, who 
may be older than his parents and teachers and 
wiser than his elders. H . P. B. states in The 
K ey To Theosophy: "W e should endeavor to 
deal with each child as a unit, and to educate 
it so as to produce the most harmonious and 
equal unfoldment o f its powers, in order that 
its special aptitudes should find their fu ll na­
tural development. W e should aim at creating 
free men and women, free intellectually, free 
morally, unprejudiced in all respects, and above 
all things, unselfish." Only when truth, courage, 
and love dominate our schools can this ideal be 
realized, and the school o f tomorrow must be 
guided by those qualities.

The modern poet o f Lebanon, Kahlil Gibran, 
has given expression to the Theosophical con­
cept o f the child which must be the basis for 
the education o f the future:
Your children are not your children.
They are the sons and daughters o f Life’s longing for 

itself.
They come through you but not from you,
And though they are with you yet they belong not to 

you.
You may give them your love but not your thoughts. 
For they have their own thoughts.
You may house their bodies but not their souls,
For their souls dwell in the house o f tomorrow, 

which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams. 
You may strive to be like them, but seek not to make 

them like you.
For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday. 
You are the bows from which your children as living 

arrows are sent forth.
The archer sees the mark upon the path o f  the infinite, 

and He bends you with His might that His ar­
row may go swift and far.

Let your bending in the archer’s hand be for gladness; 
For even as he loves the arrow that flies, so He loves 

the bow that is stable.
Schools can no longer be built for the self- 

aggrandizement o f the few . W hat a glorious 
prospect would be ours were there to be a The­
osophical school founded on brotherhood and 
dedicated to the child! It is time now that the 
note o f Universal Brotherhood be struck in 
education: that the youth o f the world be taught 
the practical recognition o f the living existence 
o f the Elder Brethren o f the w orld; that they 
be led to the practical expression o f brother­
hood in the recognition or our Spiritual Supe­
riors, in goodw ill to all, and in compassion for 
all subhuman kingdom s; that they learn to Eve 
in the spirit o f cooperation and supemadonal-

ism ; that they recognize the common facts o f 
Efe as the Greatest Common Measure o f L ife. 
From a childhood and youth thus directed and 
guarded, nurtured amid high ideals, trained in 
virtue and courtesy, with bodies w ell developed, 
emotions warm but controlled, minds prepared 
to observe, to compare and to judge, characters 
balanced, the young, arrived at manhood and 
womanhood, would be ready to take up and 
bear lightly and happily the burdens o f the 
community, taking fife ’s joys with gladness and 
sorrows with equanimity, true and wise Sons 
o f Man and God.

And who are to be the teachers o f these 
happy and joyous and creative youth? Those 
men and women whom A . Bronson Alcott has 
characterized as able "to teach with reference 
to Eternity, to teach as agents o f the Great In­
structor, to teach as the formers o f character 
and the promoters o f the collective happiness 
o f m an," such men and wpmen w ill be the 
teachers and companions o f children. Our 
teachers must be specialists, well-trained, but 
they must be far more than mere memoritors o f 
facts. Every teacher must feel that he is under­
going education along with his pupils: each 
must grow  in terms o f the growth o f his stu­
dents. Both must learn together: the teacher 
with generous respect to the pupil, the pupil 
with happy reverence to the teacher. Dr. Arun- 
dale in his recent book Real Education writes,

"There is a magic in an education which is to­
gether, especially when the young and the less young 
have the consciousness that they are being educated 
together, are learning the same lessons and share the 
same delight in the discovery o f new truths, new to 
the young because they have not known them before, 
new to the less young because they now know them 
differently, more richly, more fully.”

A ll our teachers must be new-age teachers: 
students o f the Ancient W isdom  and o f the 
occult. Filled with love for children, and for 
all humanity, teachers must be imbued with 
the ideal o f service. N o matter how  much his­
tory or geography or science or mathematics a 
teadier happens to know, he must be able to 
put that knowledge to actual use in the service 
o f others. Everytime he helps a new group o f 
pupils on the road to self-discovery, he him self 
is treading this road anew and in ever-increasing 
richness. Above all the teacher must be dedi­
cated: he must give him self wholly in the spirit 
o f self-sacrifice which makes holy all that he 
does.

Men and women who are such teachers w ill 
never grow  old, w ill never grow stagnate in 
the pools o f knowledge. They w ill remain for­
ever young and growing and creative, for the
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children that come to them will be always grow­
ing in creativity. When the leaders o f youth are 
joyous and happy, young people will cease to 
be pessimistic and bitter cynics and sophisti­
cates: they will begin to cooperate actively with 
the plan o f evolution and go forward to the 
bright new world o f  brotherhood sanctified by 
the service they can render to others— to human 
others, to subhuman others, and to superhuman 
Others. With teachers who are also students, 
and students who themselves are teachers, the 
schools will no longer turn out mechanistic 
automatons overloaded with intellect. The re­
sults o f education bust be balanced men and 
women, free men and women, cultured men and 
women: citizens o f the world whose education 
permeates the whole o f experience.

The time has come when teachers must no 
longer be harnessed to forms: they must be in­
spired with life. N o longer must people become 
teachers because they can become nothing else: 
no one shall dare to become a teacher unless he 
is aware and supremely conscious o f  a sacred 
Call. Each must have a spiritual training in all 
the pupil has to learn, as well as an academic 
preparation. There must be great teachers in 
order to evoke the greatness in each child. 
Today we must have great teachers to teach 
children, not little teachers to teach science or 
history or literature.

Then what is to be done about subject-matter, 
you will ask. Are we to disregard facts— the 
so-called liberal arts? Indeed we are not, but 
o f what value are facts, however well detailed, 
which are presented without the slightest refer­
ence to life? O f what value are text-books which 
in no way relate their subjects to the life and 
interests o f the students? Is knowledge o f so 
much importance that to its gaining we must 
sacrifice a more understanding, a more efficient 
and a happier life? "The value o f mathematics 
or geography or history or the arts or any sci­
ence or literature,”  writes Dr. Arundale, "is in 
the extent to which each makes more clear the 
supreme Law o f the Universal Brotherhood o f 
all Life and the way in which this Law may be 
more practically reverenced.”  A  great teacher 
can always do this with his subject; an unin­
spired teacher never. Every pupil must be edu­
cated so that his school life has been filled with 
learning to be and learning to do as well as 
learning to know. So then the arts and crafts 
must come to hold an equal place in the cur­
riculum (let us hope we can find a word less 
ugly to describe the course o f study) with the 
subjects usually termed academic. Music, paint­
ing, sculpture, handicrafts o f all sorts and the 
power to appreciate the beauty o f  each o f these

must become the very heart o f education, and 
the student should learn to worship at the altar 
o f this heart through every subject he studies, 
through a beautiful and creative use o f his 
leisure, through his games, and through his 
service to others. Theosophy has emphasized 
that we are gods in the becoming, and to the 
end o f that becoming there must be creative 
doing.

In such a school teachers will not indoctrinate 
the children with their truth; they will lead the 
children to discover their own truth. Truth is 
free and must be freely sought by all; to that 
end education must become truly religious, be­
cause religion is not a separate subject but the 
heart o f every subject and the essence o f daily 
living. How many children today come out o f 
our schools hating literature, because they have 
not been taught the truth in it, the beauty in it, 
because they have not been led to an under­
standing that all o f  Life is poetry, and because 
they have never been given the opportunity to 
read it creatively! How many o f our children 
today refuse to listen to great music and to look 
at great art because they have been denied the 
right to create it and have never been taught to 
listen to the songs o f birds or to observe the 
pattern o f the grass, and so have never known 
the music o f the Universe! How many o f our 
children today rebel against mathematics, be­
cause our teachers have failed in their God- 
given responsibility to teach that God geom- 
etrizes: that the entire universe is built accord­
ing to a mathematically correct plan, and that 
their lives too must be lived by the square, to 
borrow the beautiful Masonic terminology! The 
subject-matter o f the schools must be steeped 
with beauty and truth, and taught with refer­
ence to the Law o f Universal Brotherhood at 
work in our daily lives.

The physical and emotional bodies too must 
be guided in their development, as well as the 
mental body. There must be social times which 
are happy and relaxing, in which children learn 
the use o f leisure. The word school is derived 
from a Greek word meaning "leisure,”  yet how 
far we have come from that ideal! Education 
must slow down, not be continually speeded up, 
if it is to produce worth-while citizens instead 
o f frustrated intellects. There must be times 
for quiet meditation; times to listen to music 
and poetry, as well as times to create. Creative 
rhythms must be fostered: not in closed rooms, 
but out-of-doors as much as possible. Inter­
pretative dancing and creative dramatics must 
find their place in the school program. Through 
story hours, poetry hours, conversation times, 
beautiful language can be developed. But how
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� 	 � � � 	 � � � � � 	 �� � �� . � � � � � � � � � ��0���
Contributed by Edith Lee Ruggles, Deputy Chief Brother (W est)

O UR prison systems are still far from  what 
they should be in a land where the ideal 
o f Brotherhood is becoming recognized.

Conditions o f cruelty are still being reported 
from  different state and federal prisons. Our 
city, county jails, and lock-ups need a great 
over hauling and reform ing.

Prison reform  has become a joke in a great 
many legal and political circles because o f the 
attempt o f maudlin, sentimental people who 
know nothing o f real reform  work and try to 

rohibit justice from  being accomplished. This 
rings about a very unpleasant reaction in courts 

and judicial offices and reformers become a 
menace and "laughing-stock.”

Let us as Theosophists go about reform 
changes in a liberal, sensible manner. W e need 
above all discrimination and discernment o f a 
high order.

Changes are slowly taking place; in some in­
stitutions education and industry are going 
hand in hand. A  few  prisons now have pro­
fessional help from  psychoanalysis and other 
workers who are endeavoring to heal the phys­
ical, emotional, and mental tendencies o f those 
who commit crimes.

Mrs. Besant says: "The congenital criminal 
is a savage, come to us as a school, and it is 
our business to treat him as an intellectual and 
moral baby, which he is, and to restrain the 
wild beast in him from  doing harm.”  A ll crim­
inals are not o f this type but owing to the 
economic conditions they have not been strong 
enough to learn the lesson at hand; karma also 
plays its part in the life  o f a convict.

T o correct many o f the conditions we should 
take the prisons out o f politics. I believe this 
is one o f the first steps to be taken in the 
advancement o f  our prison systems toward 
building and healing the men that are incarcer­
ated behind walls. Special training and under­
standing o f human nature and the knowledge 
o f the law o f cause and effect should be some 
o f the qualifications for a warden. T o heal, in 
a broad sense o f the word, the men and the 
women, is the only way to better them. The 
men who commit crime are sick mentally, emo­
tionally and physically. They are unable to 
cope with the evolutionary process that is going 
on about us today. They should be segregated 
into groups, and treated and trained according 
to their need; now the system in nearly all 
prisons is mass treatment; the first offender gets 
the same as the second and hardened crim inal; 
young and old  alike. In San Quentin state 
prison in California there is a young lad o f 14 
years who has been given life  imprisonment for 
the killing o f his uncle. The older men in this 
state prison have signed a petition to have the 
boy removed to either a State Boys School or a 
Reformatory. In Folsom State Prison in Cali­
fornia is a man 83 years old  who left the prison, 
only to return for life.

Let us not start to write to prisoners but let 
us get the facts, and be sure they are the facts 
o f die condition, in our prisons and then write 
to those who are in authority (from  the 
Governor dow n ), and begin to change public 
opinion about the treatment o f our prisoners. 
D o not criticize personalities, criticize the 
system.

"A  Union o f A ll W ho Love fo r the Service 
o f A ll W ho Suffer.”

T o me it seems as if  when G od conceived the world, that was poetry; 
H e form ed it, and that was sculpture; He varied and colored it, and 
that was painting; and then crowning all, H e peopled it with living 
beings, and that was grand, divine, eternal drama.

� ! � � � �� � �� � ! %�� � � 	
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R ules for A spirants
Rule O n e: If you would know the Self, you 

must know that the self which is everything to 
itself is nothing in itself; it is both the creator 
and the victim o f illusion; it is itself illusion; 
but do not treat it as such until you know it as 
such.

Rule T w o : Live to the highest and fullest 
you know in the life  o f the self you know ; only 
when you know yourself are you ready to forget 
yourself; only when you forget yourself are you 
ready to know your Self.

Rule T hree: Discriminate between the self 
that lives in the consciousness o f its separateness 
from  all other selves, and the Self which knows 
itself as essentially one with all other Selves 
and with the A l l -Se l f . The second cannot be 
bom  until the first dies; the first cannot die un­
til it has given birth to the second.

Rule F our: Ponder on the mystery o f The 
Three Selves. The first is the Shadow; the sec­
ond is the Substance o f the Shadow; the third is 
the Sun that casts the Shadow o f the Substance.

R ule F ive: D o not love the light o f  day for 
it is darkness; do not fear the darkness o f 
night, for it is there the Starry Triangle burns, 
making the darkness light and the light dark­
ness.

R ule S ix : Look not to yourself but within 
yourself for the courage which w ill suffice to 
face that fearful knowledge o f yourself in all 
the fullness alike o f its failures and its spiritual 
possibilities, which shatters, and, in shattering,

From �������%�� &���#

to  S e lf-K n o w le d g e
liberates you to take the first step into the King­
dom o f Self-Knowledge.

Rule Seven: A void the two pitfalls on the 
Path. One is self-pride; the other is self­
contempt.

Rule E ight: Prepare yourself for the opening 
o f the Secret Eye; it w ill show you how within 
the self o f the present moment lies hidden the 
self you are going to be, as the oak within the 
acorn.

R ule N in e: Never fear or shun experience; 
take all that Destiny brings, joyous and tragic 
alike, as food  for that Self which is growing 
up within you throughout the ages in the image 
or that Self which you are in the M ind o f G od 
from  everlasting to everlasting.

Rule T en : Have faith in Love, even in the 
Desert and on the Cross. W hen you thus accept 
loneliness you will know that you are one o f a 
shining company innumerable; when thus you 
accept suffering you w ill know the secret o f 
Spiritual Joy.

R ule E leven: H old fast to the hand o f Love. 
His face is unknown to you, but H e is no 
stranger; H e leads you by perilous paths and 
ways o f warfare, but H e is no enemy, and the 
name o f His abiding-place is Peace.

Rule T w elve: Never resist Love when He 
would work His w ill with you through the 
darkness. H e lives in you to bring you into 
the Light; He is H im self the Light, and, in so 
far as you live in Him, you too are the Light. 
 ���������  July, 1942.

�������� �����	��
(1942 Olcott Foundation Award*)

ID EL LE M A R Q U A N D

Songs o f Ariel are swinging,
Ring the blue-bell,
Bend the bough,
Set my soul with Nature singing, 
Share the beauty o f the N ow !

Hands that swell the clouds o f heaven, 
Shift the sands from  pole to pole, 
Ride, Valkyrie! moods Wagnerian 
Lift the ceiling o f my soul!

Tide my Being, mighty oceans,
Full crescendo,
W ind and rain!
Come, Brunhilda, bom  o f W otan, 
Spirit fortes earth again . . .

Thought-triumphant, ride the Tempest, 
Heaven-bom is every soul!
Ariel,
The Storm is over . . .
Silent M om  is aureole.

* One of a series of tributes to the Angelic Hierarchy.
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Lt. Col. Frank £. Noyes:

I  have a right to believe what I wish, study 
what I wish, and do as I please. Every other 
member of The Theosophical Society has a 
similar right, and I must not intrude my ways 
of thinking on other members, any more than 
they should dictate to me as to my ways of 
thinking, studying and acting.

/  have a right to be an officer in the army. 
Two years in the army at the time of the last 
war made a pacifist out of me. I didn’t want 
any more war, and resigned my commission. 
Four years later I decided that the best way to 
keep out of war was to be adequately prepared, 
ana accepted a reserve commission. A number 
of my friends thought I was wrong, and told 
me so. Enough other Americans agreed with 
them, and this country was so woefully un­
prepared that we are now in another war. Per­
haps there has been a change of mind on the 
part of some of my friends, but they had a 
right to their opinions.

I  have a right to be a vegetarian or to eat 
meat. I have tried both, and like Colonel Olcott, 
find that a diet with some meat agrees with my 
system better. Those Theosophists who want to 
be vegetarians have that right, but have no 
right to insist on my becoming one. A Theos- 
ophist doesn’t have to be a vegetarian.

1 have a right to use astrology and find it 
very helpful. It is a science when properly 
used. But I have no right to insist that my 
friends adopt it, nor do I have the right to 
bring it into lodge meetings to the extent that 
those who do not accept astrology are distressed.

/  have a right to belong to whatever church 
I please, or to none, if that suits me better. I 
am a Baptist, but I have no right to bring that 
church faith offensively into the lodge meetings. 
Nor do the members of any other church have 
the right to bring their own sectarian beliefs 
offensively into lodge meetings.

I  have a right to smoke if I like, and to drink 
all the liquor I please. I have done both and 
enjoyed the doing. Yet I have no right to insist 
that others drink and smoke, if they do not 
care to do so.

I  have a right to send this letter to � � �  
� � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � and ask that it be 
published. But I do not have the right to insist 
on my rights to the point where I tether other 
people by my insistence. If we all recognize 
the rights of the other members of the Society 
and concentrate on self-im provem ent and not 
try too much to reform other members, things 
will be a lot more comfortable for us all.

������������	���������	���������������������
Written in response to a member who wrote 

"I cannot believe that war is the means to the 
kind of peace that we so need. I believe far 
more in the wonderful stand Gandhi is mak­
ing . .

"Must we not at the outset clearly differen­
tiate between good and evil, and then strive for 
good by whatever means are necessary to pre­
vent the evil from assuming control? Gandhi’s 
idea is magnificent for the time when the world 
reaches the point where it is capable of respond­
ing to such ideas. But the Japanese are not. 
No wall of Truth and Beauty at India’s border 
will halt Japanese aggression at that point. Our 
complete dissolution of all armament protec­
tion will not prevent the Japanese from taking 
Hawaii and the Pacific Coast. So long as there 
are those who will fight with explosives they 
must be met with appropriate means. The world

is learning that these means do not lead to 
peace and it will presently abandon them, but 
that abandonment will never come so long as 
any nation is permitted to advance its per­
sonal and selfish interests by means of arms and 
explosives. If by simply lying down and doing 
nothing about it, we give them the opportunity 
of proving the effectiveness of their own meth­
ods then those methods will go on being ef­
fective.

'To postpone the complete teaching of die 
lesson that the world is now learning so 
thoroughly, until after Germany and Japan have 
assumed control of the world, would be to post­
pone the era of world peace for a thousand 
years. The last great war instead of being 
now would be a thousand years hence, with 
world domination by wars and consequent un­
happiness in the meantime "



187

Theosophical Questions Answered
A. F. KNUDSEN

>�������9� ��� ������ %��� ���� ��$���� ��&��� 2���  
 �� ������ ��� %��� ??���� /���@ �A� ��� ��� ���� #��1� ��  
���� :���� ���  ����� ���  ��� ������ (�� ����7� ��  
��&�� ���� ������&�� ' 1�� ����� �����A

Answer: Each ordinary man is engrossed in 
his personality; weight, age, health, etc. are his 
great concern. But there is the man o f mind; 
culture, principle, aspiration, and a dozen other 
gifts and qualities are his. These are o f the 
abstract realm, and are summed up in the term 
Higher Self. The ordinary man though being 
an Ego is yet only aware o f his personality 
which consists o f the physical, the emotional 
and the concrete mental bodies.

The more advanced man does see, feel and 
know himself in the realm above that o f the 
personal. That life is the development o f the 
Ego, the first stage o f the true Higher Self. 
Thus each individual consists o f the personality 
or Lower Self, then later in evolution he lives 
in his Higher Self; and finally completes his 
evolution in the Monadic or Divine Self. That 
is the real Self. That is also the W ill, the final 
achievement; it is the Atman, the "house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”

The "One Life”  is the Absolute, the Source 
o f manifestation, the Cause o f causes. One 
who knows the Atmic or Monadic conscious­
ness can help, encourage and guide any begin­
ner. But the last few steps one must make o f 
one’s own initiative, intuition and will power. 
The Guru helps and protects his pupil but can 
not launch him into a higher stage o f being. 
One must step over the threshold o f himself. 
Self-taught he is God-taught. Each in the end 
becomes a God o f himself, not created but self- 
expanded. He becomes one with the Father, 
the Logos. The mystery o f the Union, perfect 
Unity, is not conveyed by words.

The ordinary term is Ego or causal body. 
When the Ego is aware o f the personality as 
a mere tool for that incarnation he soon finds 
himself aware o f his own greater self— Atma- 
Buddhi-Manas. That triad is usually meant 
when we speak o f the Higher Self. It is in­
terpreted and worked out as W ill, Wisdom and 
Activity. That is the work o f the Initiate in 
several successive lives. The Monadic conscious­
ness lies in the three planes o f the Logoic Trin­
ity and is involved in the life o f the Logos. It is 
a very glorious but remote state o f  being. That 
goes beyond the task o f  the ordinary Ego for 
the present Round, but is for the Fifth and 
Sixth Round. Very few complete their evolu­
tion before the Seventh Round.

>�������9� *� �� ��� ���$�� &� �����  ��� #����  
����� ��� %�$��A� (� � ������ ��� �!� *!� /� �%� ���0�  
The Astral Plane, � $�� B4!7

Answ er: "Original Sin”  refers us back to 
primitive origins o f consciousness. There is 
spirit in matter at even the earliest stage o f 
evolution. Involution is going on for some 
kingdoms while for man it is evolution that is 
concerned with the selfsame matter on each 
plane.

Let us analyze our surroundings now on the 
physical plane. I f we are average human beings 
we easily assume that some are beyond us in 
wisdom, purity and cleanliness. So we create 
a condition that is somewhat detrimental to 
our betters. Earlier types o f  men are obnoxious 
to us, even physically. Ethically they jar on 
us. In every emotion they clash with our stand­
ards o f  decency. W e naturally put some dis­
tance o f space between us.

But we have astral bodies. On the plane o f 
hopes and fears, o f  desires and needs, o f  aims 
and achievements, the clash is much more in­
tense. W e contact our neighbors there much 
more intimately. Men, animals, trees, minerals 
— all are there, and it is perhaps well that we 
are not too much aware o f  them. It all makes 
part o f our environment. W e make part o f 
theirs.

It is here, in the physical plane mineral and 
its astral consciousness, that we really find our 
worst elemental competitors. It is all good 
training. W e soon learn what to oppose, what 
to evade, and how to manage and rule the rest. 
On the physical plane there are things we can­
not use. W e call them poisons. Poisons o f the 
astral plane are fear, cruelty, untruth and lies, 
aggression, contempt, scorn, and many others. 
They only hurt us while we use and create them. 
Most o f  us are beyond consciously hating any 
being. The poison o f the concrete mind is un­
reason, illogical action, confused thinking, ar­
rogance and duplicity.

In the higher mental world we all have char­
acter, and here, in devachan, there is no room 
for hatred, cruelty or malice. It just cannot 
exist. This is the true plane o f character, o f 
principle and reality. It is only in the realms 
o f personality that we allow the false values 
to mislead us and bring us to shame, sorrow 
and disaster.

But only by experience do we learn. A  planet 
is a wonderful school.
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Chela Lodge (Los Angeles) is about to 

embark on an intensive study of The Ancient 
W isdom. Each member is securing a copy of 
the book and the meetings will be in the form 
of a study class. The lodge has recently moved 
to larger quarters and anticipates a year of 
worth while activity and work in these lighter 
and more pleasant rooms.

Colorado Lodge (Denver) has recently 
moved to a three-room suite in a central down­
town location with its own private entrance 
and with the name of the Society on the front 
glass door. The members personally undertook 
the necessary redecoration which "has been re­
warded by the nice, lovely rooms provided.” 
The first open meeting for members and friends 
drew an audience of sixty to hear the Princess 
Norina Matchabelli, who was introduced to 
the lodge by Mr. Reginald Pole. Colorado 
Lodge has recently received two new members, 
and anticipates that others will presently decide 
to join in their work.

Fellowship Lodge (Chicago) reports that 
the high spot of their June program was a 
Theosophical Quiz conducted along the lines 
of "Information Please,” with Mrs. Ava 
Boman, of Oak Park Lodge, presiding. Experts 
(two) from Akbar, Herakles, and Fellowship 
Lodges participated.

Glendale Lodge recognizes the value of 
keeping open the channel created by regular 
lodge meetings, and has decided to remain ac­
tive during the summer vacation months. Mem­
bers enjoyed a picnic supper at the home of 
the H. F. Harrisons on June 5, when Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Goudey showed some interesting color 
pictures of "Nature at her Best.”

Milwaukee Lodge gave its audience an 
opportunity to express themselves on topics 
touched during the year at its last public meet­
ing, and everyone thoroughly enjoyed answer­
ing the general question, "What do you think?” 
During the summer months members will use 
The Theosophist as a basis for reading and 
study.

Pittsburgh Lodge closed its year very 
auspiciously with a banquet at the Roosevelt 
Hotel. The affair had double significance in 
that it welcomed and installed the new presi­
dent, Dr. Dorothy Rood, and relinquished Mrs. 
Saidee Waddell who had served fourteen years 
as President of the lodge. Mr. Thomas Owens 
presided at the meeting and presented to Mrs. 
Waddell, in the name of the lodge, a beautiful

ring as a token of appreciation and affection 
tinged with regret, she having declined further 
office. However, all welcomed Dr. Rood whole­
heartedly and will take delight in serving with 
her through the coming year.

Rainbow Group (Columbus) has ad­
journed for the summer months, but many 
members are planning to attend Convention as 
well as the Jinarajadasa lectures in Cincinnati 
and Cleveland during the vacation period.

L odge Idea o f the M onth

San B uenaventura Lodge, im­
pressed with the responsibility which 
American members have to Adyar in these 
days of war, writes: "We have already 
started to save for our donation, calling 
it our 'Liberty Fund.’ We are using a glass 
replica of the Liberty Bell as a container 
and so will be able to watch the fund 
grow as we add our dimes and quarters at 
each meeting. Since there are about forty 
weeks until Adyar Day in 1943, we feel 
that our donation will be far in excess of 
what it might have been if left for the one 
collection. Maybe other lodges would like 
to copy. Let’s make America’s next offer­
ing the biggest and best ever!”

T h e Florida Federation  
The Ninth Annual Convention of the Florida 

Federation is scheduled for September 5-6 at 
Jacksonville. Mrs. Nellie E. Young, President 
of Jacksonville Lodge, is in charge of local 
arrangements and Mrs. Bennie Bare, of Miami, 
has been appointed program chairman. It is 
planned that each member will take part in 
a special Round Table Forum and Mr. Ralph
B. Kyle will lecture and give a report of the 
National Convention.
Illin ois-W iscon sin  Federation  

At a meeting of delegates from the lodges 
concerned at Olcott on June 21 the Chicago 
District Federation expanded into the Illinois- 
Wisconsin Federation, with Mrs. Elizabeth 
Wagner, of Chicago, as President. First Vice- 
President is Miss Marcella Schmitt, of Mil­
waukee; Second Vice-President, Mr. H. B. 
Johnson, of Aurora; Treasurer, Mr. Donald 
Greenwood of Wheaton, and Secretary Mrs. 
Iris White of Chicago. The first activity of 
this new group will be the presentation of Mr. 
Jinarajadasa to Chicago.
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Port Huron Lodge was host to the Michigan 
Federation on June 28, when sixty-eight mem­
bers o f  five o f  its lodges gathered to discuss 
and plan the work o f the coming season. Mrs. 
Golaa Stretch, Federation President, gave the 
keynote address, stressing the importance o f 
one-pointness and the finding o f  our individual 
place, in the work, following which members 
from the various lodges discussed different 
phases and aspects o f  "Our W ork.”  A  Round 
Table discussion under the direction o f  Mr. 
Clayton Lewis was enjoyed by all and Mr. 
Joseph N . Hadjisky gave a very interesting 
public lecture on "A  Design for Democracy 
by Theosophy.”

� � � � � �� � �� � � ��� � ��� � � �� ��� ����
The annual meeting o f the Middle Atlantic 

Federation, held on June 20-21, was opened on

Saturday with a very much appreciated lecture 
by Mr. H. S. L. Polak on "India and the War.” 
On Sunday the business meeting was held at 
"Farmlands,” at the invitation of Miss Lurman, 
and a symposium on "Towards Brotherhood” 
brought out many valuable ideas. Officers 
elected for the coming season were as follows: 

President: Mr. Hugh F. Munro, Sr. 
Vice-President: Mrs. Irene V. Smallzel 
Secretary-Treasurer: Mr. George D. Turner.

� � � �  �! �� ��� � � � ��"��� �� � � �� ��� ��� �

To the Southern California Federation fell 
the privilege of welcoming Mr. Jinarajadasa 
and sharing his first activities in America. He 
gave his first talk to federation- members at Los 
Angeles Lodge, and the following evening 
more than four hundred persons attended the 
public lecture on "God’s View of Human 
Affairs.”

SCHOOL OF TO M O RRO W
(Continued from Page 182)

seen a vision must build, forgetting our little 
selves, remembering Them only Whom we 
serve. Let us go forward into the bright new 
world of peace and brotherhood, illumining 
our way with the example set by a school 
established for those ends: The Olcott Theo­
sophical School, the school of tomorrow, a light 
shining in the darkness.

Here is the challenge, as Dr. Besant has pre­
sented it to us: “The Theosophical Society must 
shine unequivocally in the midst of the present 
darkness. In such times as these neither nation 
nor faith nor individual dare sit upon a fence 
of indecision or self-interest. These times call 
for decision and for action, and above all for 
that selfless universal conception of life which

is to take the place of the idea of mankind as 
living in the compartments of nationality or 
faith or race. It is to the acid test of a developed 
sense of universality to which nation and faith 
and individual are being subjected today. Those 
who fail in it will be dying in the old world 
however much they may appear to be living in 
the new.

"The Theosophical Society belongs to the 
new world, and every true Theosophist must 
help to ensure that it goes forward into the 
new world splendidly endowed with the new 
world’s uncompromising youth.”

Whatever we may risk, whatever we may 
lose, let us never fail that immortal challenge!

A healthy body, while it can be an aid to the mind, does nothing 
whatsoever in the matter of happiness. For serenity is a soul quality; 
it is not mental, it is not physical. It must be earned by discipline of 
the entire life; it is a by-product of right motive, right thinking, right 
action and right living.

— Sid n e y  B e n n e t t
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have been unable to send support for the last 
two years. It is hoped that during the trying 
days of the war our membership will carry in 
their hearts some idea of the great work under­
taken by Adyar.

— T h o m a s  W .  P o n d , Chairman 
W. H o w a r d  Sc h w e iz e r , Treasurer

N e w  L od ge at M eridian

For many years Headquarters has shared with 
Mr. Casper Phillips the dream of a lodge at 
Meridian, Mississippi, and now as a result of 
the joint effort that dream has come true. It 
is something of a "try and succeed” story, for 
Mr. Phillips began his dream as a lone National 
Member. Gradually he interested other people 
in Theosophy and enrolled them as National 
Members. Then he formed a Study Group and 
invited Mr. L. W. Rogers and Mr. Fred Werth 
to give public lectures in Meridian, which were 
much appreciated by the group. The appli­
cation for a charter was received in May and 
has now been granted to nineteen charter mem­
bers.

Congratulations to Mr. Phillips for his un­
tiring efforts and to the other members of 
Meridian Lodge who share with him the in­
spiration of Theosophy. Dreams do come true 
when they are backed by practical hard work, 
together with inspiration and aspiration.

D u es!  D u e s !/ D u e s !!! Please

This is the last call for dues before September 
first when non-payment will put members in 
arrears. If you are one of those, won’t you 
please hand or mail your dues to your Lodge 
Secretary at once and thus keep your name in 
good standing on the records. And will Lodge 
Secretaries kindly cooperate by remitting dues 
to Headquarters immediately on receipt. Prompt 
action will be greatly appreciated by

T h e  M e m b e r s h ip  D e p a r t m e n t

Service R oll

We are grateful to Joliet Lodge for sending 
in the names of three of its members who are 
serving in the U. S. Armed Forces. The Liaison 
Officer writes: "We have only three young 
men in the lodge and they are all in service, 
two in the army and one in the marines:” 

Burton K. Anderson, U. S. Army 
Cary Jones, U. S. M. C.
Chas. M. Pettys, U. S. Army

M rs. A lice Illig
Mrs. Alice Illig, a member of Oakland 

Lodge for more than twenty-five years, passed 
to the higher life on May 27. She haa been 
one of our most active and enthusiastic workers, 
tireless in her devotion to Theosophy. One 
outstanding characteristic, perhaps the key note 
of her life, was a calm and steadfast mind, 
illumined by cheerfulness.

— M a r y  E l l e n  H u b b a r d

T .O .S . A ppoin tm en t
Mrs. Irma Whitham, of 671 Grand Avenue, 

Rochester, New York, has been appointed 
T.O.S. Federation Head Brother for the West­
ern New York Federation.
N ew  M em bers fo r  June

Applications for membership during June 
numbered twenty-five, and were received from 
the following lodges: Akbar (Chicago), Arun- 
dale Group (Santa Barbara), Berkeley, Besant 
(Hollywood), Colorado Springs, Columbus, 
Covington, Detroit, Honolulu, Memphis, Meri­
dian, New York, Oakland, San Francisco, and 
one national member from Caledonia, Ohio.
T o-T h ose-W h o-M ou rn  Club

Shipments of booklets from June 16 to
July 15:
California .........................................  125
Michigan ...........................................  ioo
New Jersey .......................................  400
New York.........................................  500
Oregon ............................................. 300

Total............... 1,425
"There is merit in a good deed, and the re­

ward o f him who does justly without thought 
o f reward is tenfold.”

— T a l b o t  M u n d y

Statistics
July 1 to July 15, 1942 

American Theosophical Fund
To July 15 .................................... $9,179.00

To Mr. and Mrs. Byron H. Bole, Oakland Lodge, a son, Robert Michael, June 27.
To Mr. and Mrs. Cyrenius A. Newcomb III, Ann Arbor Lodge, a daughter, Cyrena Brownie, June 28.

D ied
Mrs. Zella M. Akers, Long. Beach Lodge, May 5.
Mr. George F. Foyc. National Member, April 28.Mrs. Alice Illig, Oakland Lodge, May 27.
Mr. Joshua L. Shikes, National MemDer, March 8.Mrs. Lillian J. Smith, Aurora Lodge, July 5.

Married
Mrs. Gladys Gene Killgreen, formerly of Oak Park Lodge 

and Dr. Henry Arthur Smith, President of Akbar Lodge’ Chicago, June 27.






