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OBJECTS OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

First—To form a nucleus of the Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, without
distinction of Race, Creed, Sect, Caste, or color.

Sei Second—To encourage the study of Comparative Religi.on, Philosophy, and
ience.

Third—To investigate unexplained laws of Nature and the powers latent in man.

The Theosophical Society is composed of students, belonging to any

religion in the world or to none, who are united by their approval of the
above objects, by their wish to remove religious antagonisms and to draw
together men of good-will whatsoever their religious opinions, and by
their ‘desire to study religious truths and to share the results of their
studies with others. Their bond of union is not the profession of a
common belief, but a common search and aspiration for Truth. They
hold that Truth should be sought by study, by reflection, by purity of
life, by devotion to high ideas, and they regard Truth as a prize to be
striven for, not as a dogma to be imposed by authority. They consider
that belief should be the result of individual study or intuition, and not
its antecedent, and should rest on knowledge, not on assertion. They
extend tolerance to all, even to the intolerant, not as a privilege they
bestow, but as a duty they perform, and they seek to remove ignorance
not to punish it. They see every religion as an expression of the DiviNe
WisooM, and prefer its study to its condemnation, and its practice to
proselytism. Peace is their watch-word, as Truth is their aim.

HISTORY OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

The Theosophical Society was founded by Madam H. P. Blavatsky
and Colonel H. S. Olcott, in 1875. Colonel Olcott was the first President
and he held the office continuously until his death in 1906, serving in
that capacity nearly thirty-two years. The office thus vacated by death
was filled by the election of Mrs. Annie Besant. The headquarters of
the Society are at Adyar, Madras, India, and National Sections and
Branches exist in various nations throughout the world. The chief
officer of the American Section is Weller Van Hook, M. D., of Chicago,
and the American headquarters are in that city. Annual conventions are
held by the National Sections and biennial conventions by the Society, the
place of meeting for the latter being some European city. Anybody
desiring further information about the Society should address Weller
Van Hook, 103 State street, Chicago, the General Secretary for America.
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