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o f the universe. Life— one, continuing, just, 
evolving.

The basic attitude to be established is that 
which stems from these natural facts; that ex­
pressed in the word "Brotherhood” as a basis 
o f relationship; a life which we call Theo- 
sophical— that is to say, one in accord with these 
natural facts and the principle o f brotherhood.

There is little possibility if we seek a thought­
ful answer, o f  our getting away from this fun­
damental purpose that lay behind the founding 
o f The Theosophical Society. The reason for a 
Theosophical Society thus seen as to its funda­
mentals brings home to us a recognition o f our 
very grave responsibility, a sense o f our steward­
ship o f the truth regarding great life principles

"Y ou ought to be ready to help, and not only 
to be helped. And the life o f the Society will not 
be healthy while so few are students, and there­
fore so few are lit to teach. Every lodge should 
have its classes for study.”

It sometimes seems to me that we emphasize 
teaching disproportionately to study. The ob­
jects o f the Society are to form a nucleus, to 
study and to investigate. Teaching is not men­
tioned in the statement o f these objects. W e 
are called upon first to be a brotherly group 
together, then in the atmosphere and spirit 
o f  that brotherliness to study and to investigate. 
Those under Whose auspices these objects were 
formulated knew that the kind o f study and in­
vestigation that was to be done would bring
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be busy with Theosophy. Other groups offer 
other things as primary to them; we must offer 
Theosophy as primary and most purposeful to 
us. And all else— social, economic or what not 
— must be secondary, serving the primary func­
tion o f the lodge.

Our work is still to establish and propagate 
certain natural truths and the basic attitude o f 
life that flows from knowledge and understand­
ing o f them. The Theosophical Society has to 
serve a great purpose and we must individually 
serve it with fervor and enthusiasm, and without 
discouragement. W e are still pioneers, even 
after sixty-six years. W e shall always be pio­
neers and our work will always be to "win the 
world to Theosophy,”  not a Theosophy o f 
dogmas and narrow interpretations, but a The­
osophy that will always consist o f the natural 
facts and the life philosophy based upon them.

Theosophy must constantly mean more to us, 
because only as it means increasingly more to 
us can we make it mean more to others. Ex­
panding knowledge and understanding must 
come from continued study, so that our The­
osophy will meet more needs, our philosophy 
fit more circumstances, our understanding solve 
more problems.

W in the world to Theosophy! The signifi­
cant word is "win.”  W e shall not drive the 
world to understanding through propaganda. 
It must be won, as friends are won. It cannot 
be achieved by money or by promotion. Friends 
are won only by gaining their respect and their 
love. So must Theosophy win the world; our 
members respected, loved and honored for bal­
ance, breadth and brotherhood. Kindliness, 
sympathy, friendliness, appreciation, tolerance 
and understanding— these are the qualities o f 
brotherliness that spring from deep Theoso­
phical understanding. Because we are Theoso- 
phists we should be seen o f the world living 
more nobly than the world and therefore gain­
ing its respect.

Dr. Besant said: "The Society will become 
respected when it is known for honest and use­
ful work in all departments o f human activity. 
There is no good in glorifying it by words and 
saying what a splendid thing it is, unless we 
justify ourselves to the world by the work which 
we contribute for the world’s helping.”

To win the world, each must win his own 
world, the world o f his own friends and 
acquaintances. Can we meet all comers there? 
Have we made ourselves known as Theoso- 
phists and won respect there? If our acquain­
tances are bankers and brokers, do they know

us as Theosophists who contribute a freshness 
o f viewpoint to their problems? I f they are 
artists, do they recognize that in us as Theos­
ophists there is a basic artistic concept?

To establish and propagate a certain basic 
attitude— this means that first o f all among 
ourselves we must make Theosophy live. I f we 
achieve this it will be demonstrated in the joy­
ousness o f our lives, in the development o f an 
internal capacity to grow happier all the time 
when we are together. W e shall individually 
have our ups and downs, our distresses and our 
problems, but we shall bend to sorrow or to joy 
and come back every time to a serenity which 
cannot be long disturbed. W e shall have a sense 
o f proportion and the little personality frictions 
will not affect us. Someone said it beautifully: 
"Nobody can do anything to me that a beautiful 
sunset cannot put right the same day.”

W e shall learn to accept criticism. W e can­
not be helped when criticism or comment brings 
resentment. W e shall stand by our intuitive 
loyalties. The Master K. H. called our attention 
to the necessity for preserving them. Speaking 
to Colonel Olcott, He said: "I warn you against 
permitting your suspicions and resentment 
(against her many foibles) to bias your intuitive 
loyalty.”  In a world o f great change we must 
preserve those things that can endure. W e must 
hold on to friendships, to loyalties to great prin­
ciples, to those who stand for and support great 
principles. Let us be men and women o f gen­
erous heart, and when offenses come, as come 
they will, let us make the generous explanation, 
planting this wherever ungenerous criticism 
arises. W e as Theosophists may not adopt the 
world’s way o f keeping up enmities. W e can 
search for and we can find the good in all. That 
is the material for the building o f our relation­
ships; relationships in which, the fitness o f 
things is often more important than the estab­
lishment o f our individual rights or views or 
opinions.

Dr. Arundale recently said that in all our work 
there must be no efficiency at the cost o f com­
passion. Then in our relationships one to an­
other we might well ask o f  ourselves when 
clashes come, "what am I learning from so and 
so?”  Remember that to learn is more important 
than to teach, and if we truly learn we shall in­
evitably teach. W e need to be concerned with 
the development in ourselves o f those qualities 
that will bring the greatest satisfaction to us 
and to our fellows in our relationships together.

The ideas and ideals o f Theosophy are not

(Concluded on Page 285)
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trict, the nomination shall stand as to the Dis­
trict whose nomination is first received in the 
office o f  the National Secretary, who shall 
promptly telegraph the nominators in the second 
and succeeding Districts o f  the invalidity o f 
their nominations.

1����������� � �>��������&  Any three members 
o f  the Society who are qualified to vote ��� ��  
.��������� >�������  may nominate ���  candidate 
for the office o f Director from that District by 
first obtaining twenty-two signatures in addition 
to their own to a nominating petition and also 
the written consent o f  the person nominated. 
This petition, together with the written accep­
tance o f  the person nominated, shall be for­
warded to reach the National Secretary not later 
than March 15 o f the year in which the election 
is to be held, and the National President or the 
National Secretary shall publish in the April 
number o f  the official organ a certificate con­
taining the names o f  all persons so nominated, 
together with the names o f  the three members 
making the nomination and showing the Elec­
toral District for which each nomination was 
made.

.�������� � � � >��������&  In the May number 
o f  the official organ the names o f  all persons so 
nominated for each Electoral District shall be 
printed in the form o f  an official ballot on which 
the names o f  the persons nominated shall be 
printed in alphabetical order and underneath 
each name shall be printed in smaller type the 
words "Nominated by" and the names o f the 
three members making the nomination. In the 
event any person is nominated on more than

one petition in the same Electoral District, the 
names printed on the ballot as nominators shall 
be the ones heading the list first received in the 
Office o f the National Secretary.

After the ballot has been properly marked 
it shall be placed in an envelope and sealed. 
( I f  an election takes place for President and/or 
Vice-President this envelope shall be that which 
contains the same voter's ballot in that election.) 
It must contain nothing but the marked 
ballot(s). The envelope shall then be enclosed 
in a larger envelope which shall be signed, ad­
dressed and mailed as provided in By-Law VI, 
Section 10. N o ballot shall be counted that does 
not reach the office o f  the National Secretary 
prior to 10 p.m., June 10.

The method prescribed in Section 11 for the 
counting o f  the ballots for National President 
and National Vice-President shall be used, and 
the person receiving the highest number o f  votes 
cast in each o f  the five Electoral Districts shall 
be Director from that District for a term o f 
three* years or until his successor is elected. His 
term o f  office shall commence at the prescribed 
meeting o f the Board o f  Directors next suc­
ceeding the election. In case any Director shall 
not be nominated or elected as hereinbefore 
provided, the vacancy thus caused shall be filled 
by the Board o f  Directors in accord with the 
provisions o f Section 15 o f  this By-Law at the 
prescribed meeting o f  the Board o f  Directors 
next succeeding the election. In the event o f a 
tie one o f the tying candidates shall be so 
elected.

Letters to R.
VII

D ear R:
When we speak o f  human re-embodiment 

we most often use the word Reincarnation. This 
word is made up o f  Latin words and it means 
"be in flesh again.”  W e like to use that word 
because it describes so well the particular part 
o f  the law o f re-embodiment that affects hu­
man beings. They come back again and again 
to use human bodies, and to grow and learn 
to become more conscious and awake.

However, they have a way o f doing this 
which is quite different from the way the ani­
mals or plants or minerals re-embody. Instead 
o f  coming from a common group soul, as they 
do, each human being has his own "soul,”  
which he does not share with any other being.

This soul is in reality only another body made 
out o f a very fine type o f  mind-material, but 
because he keeps it all during the very long 
time he is a human being, we can call it his 
human soul. Because he has this soul o f  his 
own we call the human being an Individual—  
one who cannot be divided. That is to say, 
every part o f  himself is something less than 
human if it is separated from him.

W e call the way in which these human units 
come into being "Individualization,”  which 
means "the process o f  becoming an individual."

It happened somewhat like this: some animal, 
who lived long ago on another world, became 
so awakened, so active in his consciousness that 
he could be used as a living-place in the world
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by a greater, a more Divine spark o f the One 
Life. This spark o f Life, or Spirit, is older 
than the animal, yet it needs the experience to 
be gained from living in the physical world. 
It needs that experience to be had there in 
order to finish developing certain parts o f its 
consciousness. So when this animal reached a 
certain high point o f development, by some 
deed o f unselfishness, or love, or even o f great 
cruelty, or hatred, it called down to itself this 
spark o f Spirit, which reached out to the con­
sciousness o f the animal and contacted its most 
active part. (There are very highly developed 
Beings that help it to do this.) After that the 
Spirit and the animal develop together as one 
being, whom we call a Human Being.

After this individualization takes place, the 
animal life no longer returns to its group soul. 
It remains attached to the older spark which has 
become its Soul. It is this animal life that 
builds our bodies; that sees, and hears, and 
tastes, and smells, and touches physical things. 
It is the animal consciousness that feels pleasure 
and pain, likes and dislikes, and has sensations 
and emotions. It is actually more awake here

in the physical world than our Real Self is.
That is one reason why so many people mis­

take their animal self for their whole being. 
They live like animals then, when they have 
made that mistake in thinking, and give all 
their time to following their desires, trying 
out all their sensations. They find it very hard, 
or even impossible, to recognize the ideas that 
come from the nobler Soul-Self— their own 
Higher Self. They just live from day to day, 
trying to gain more possessions than other peo­
ple have, trying to make themselves happy by 
eating pleasant food, looking at things that 
happen to please their eyes, and taking in all 
sorts o f excitement through their five bodily 
senses. As a result o f  this way o f life they bring 
much trouble upon themselves instead o f the 
happiness they are after.

Sooner or later, however, everyone must learn 
to listen to the Higher Self, and to obey its 
W ill instead o f thq animal desires o f his lower 
bodies. Religions help people to do this at first, 
by appealing to their emotions, and later, when 
they are able to understand more, and are more 
"grown up,”  Theosophy helps them.

� � �� 	 � � ' �� 	 ���� �

A n  A m e r i c a n  L o o k s  a t  B r i t a i n

Under the heading "That Wicked British 
Empire,”  an American has drawn up sixteen 
points. They are:

(1 )  It insisted on settling the "Alabama” 
claims by arbitration.

(2 )  It followed the same vain policy in 1895 
about Venezuela.

(3 )  It gave the defeated Boers so crafty a 
peace that the poor deluded fools fought to 
stay inside the Empire only a decade later.

(4 )  Its leaders rashly warned the Versailles 
Peace! Conference o f the danger o f harsh terms 
to Germany.

(5 )  It cruelly gave Southern Ireland "D o ­
minion Status," shown by this war to mean 
complete independence.

(6 )  It stupidly presented India with eco­
nomic independence, so that India now ex­
cludes British goods by a stiff hostile tariff and 
by bounties upon Indian production.

(7 )  It had possession o f Egypt and Iraq, 
and bungled things so badly that both are now 
free.

(8 )  In the Ottawa Agreement, which shut 
Germany out o f some o f its markets, it had the 
presumption to copy our protective tariff wall.

(9 )  It offers India self-government as soon 
as Hindu and Muslim will come to a working

agreement.
(1 0 ) It treated the Arabs so brutally that, 

the minute war broke out, the Arabs took ad­
vantage o f a preoccupied Britain to make a 
truce with the Palestinian, Jews.

(11)  It still has a naive faith in religion, 
democracy, and the rights o f minorities.

(12) It is deluded enough to think Right 
at a distance worth defending.

(1 3 ) It has not the wit to shoot or at least 
imprison its conscientious objectors. In many 
cases they are carrying on at their old jobs.

(1 4 ) It missed its chance to close down 
Parliament. The windbag institution is still 
functioning.

(15)  It is so simple that it tells the truth 
about its losses.

(1 6 ) It refuses to use naval bases in Eire, 
which have been in its hands for centuries and 
which would be an enormous help against U- 
boats and raiders. It allows a vital part o f  its 
tiny islands to contract out o f any struggle for 
survival, because Eire wishes it. It swears to 
its own hurt and changes not.

The writer adds these notes o f exclamation: 
"What a country! N o wonder Mr. Goebbels 
gibes at it.”

From Consicence.





283

Four Plus

PERHAPS in mathematics two plus two 
make four; in Theosophy two plus two 
make four plus. The quality o f union is it­

self a factor. This is true when you join The 
Theosophical Society.

Someone has asked a friend o f mine, "What 
good does it do you to join the Society?” I want 
to answer that question. I want to answer it for 
people who look at life somewhat as I do.

Every now and then certain groups o f The- 
osophists hold Conventions. One o f these I 
attended. To me the experience was amazing 
and beautiful. The participants were apparently 
o f every mood and make-up. It was this unend­
ing diversity o f type that gave the quality o f 
amazement. Here were people o f such unequal 
training, such varied background and education, 
such obvious difference as to quality and kind! 
Yet all these people, from the wide circumfer­
ence, were hurrying, smiling inwardly . . .  to be 
together in aspiration! That was what made 
it beautiful!

I believe I have never before felt such glory 
in this our America . . . such delight that my 
native country was a country o f tolerance and 
brotherhood, such a vital satisfaction that here 
in America this thing could be . . . each race, 
each strata, contributing to a spiritual oneness.

There is one incident that tells the story, ex­
plains what good it does you, on the personal 
plane, to join The Theosophical Society. Un­
doubtedly the greatest good is that one can con­
tribute and serve. But even from a self-seeking 
standpoint, there is a very definite gain. Some 
people say: "Join the Society unselfishly, or you 
aren’t ready to join.”  I believe one can better 
say, "Join the Society, if there is A n y  motive 
that inspires it. Because once you have joined 
the Society, your motives will advance.”

The incident I have in mind will speak for 
itself.

Three o f us were walking together, when 
a fourth, uninvited, joined us. The fourth 
promptly began to talk, and continued talking. 
The entire subject o f conversation became her 
personal history, through a series o f trifling in­
cidents which bore no relation to anything at 
all except her own chaotic memory. She talked, 
and three o f us listened. What the other two 
thought, I don’t know. My own thoughts went

like this: "W hat a rank egotist! She walks in 
and takes over. Every word about herself. Every 
word trifling. . . . Poor thing! she must have 
been lonely. It must be that no-one has ever 
paid much attention to her. She has come here 
into the Society because she needs friendship 
and understanding. She is trying to lose her 
loneliness. She wants what we can give her. 
Let her talk.”

At long last she left us. W e were silent for 
a time. Then we returned to our former dis­
cussion. N o one said, "What a bore!”  N o one 
said, "W hat made H er join the Society!”  O f 
the various small opinions that might reasonably 
have been uttered, nothing at all was spoken.

I can’t say about the others. But I know, that 
for my own part, I am still somewhat subject to 
personal reactions. In some other situation, 
among non-Theosophists, I don’t say that I must 
have made some disparaging remark. I do say 
that it would have been easier; that I can re­
member too many occasions when I have done 
exactly that . . . not with intentional unkind­
ness, rather with thoughtless lack o f care.

But we three were aspiring toward The­
osophy, toward Brotherhood. W e understood 
the problem before us; we shared it. Each be­
lieved in the other’s will to kindness, to con­
structive thinking. Each saw in the other a 
second reason for self-control. Nothing was 
spoken. As a result, it became an experience, 
a memory . . .  a gain made possible to us 
through our membership in the Society.

When a man thinks, he is alone. There is 
a quality o f aloneness that defends and protects 
the individual. But when two people think, 
however each may be alone, there is a height­
ening o f that thought when it is based on 
recognition o f a multiple-oneness.

I have never been one to enjoy mass meet­
ings that went undirected. I have avoided so­
cieties so mixed with red tape that the result 
to be achieved was always definitely postponed 
by a mixed barrier o f ways and means. But The 
Theosophical Society is different! Or perhaps 
it is just that T h rou gh  the Society I have seen 
how ��!  gathering may be different, properly 
visioned. At any rate, my conclusion stands. I 
am glad that I joined The Theosophical Society.

— A  M ember
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O rganizing O n ce M ore
L. W . ROGERS

AFTER a lull o f  many years, organizing 
A  activities have again started in the Amer- 

**• ■** ican Section. Prior to 1920 the organi­
zation o f  new lodges was a very prominent 
activity and the record o f  organized cities 
reached its peak. It remained at a high point for 
only a few years and then began a steady re­
cession. Year by year the number o f  our lodges 
has become smaller and smaller. One after 
another has surrendered the charter until there 
are now in the United States 121 cities where 
we should have lodges but have none. O f this 
number 65, or more than one half, have had 
lodges but they have given up their charters.

Is anything needed, in addition to these sim­
ple facts, to convince any thinking member that 
the American Section should have another 
organizing campaign for its rehabilitation? For 
what does such a Society exist if  not for The- 
osophizing the nation in which it came into 
being by decree o f the Great Ones? There are, 
o f  course, some who say that it is more import­
ant to make good Theosophists o f the members 
we have than to give our philosophy to the 
public. But existing members cannot be "made”  
by being told to do this or that or by following 
a new course o f  study. Study is necessary but 
it is not enough. They become better Theoso­
phists by evolving through their experiences. 
It has also been said that we need not bother 
about the outsiders because whenever a person 
is ready for Theosophy it must and will be 
given to him ; to which C. W . Leadbeater re­
plied, "Yes, but i f  you do not give it to him 
you may put the Hierarchy to the trouble o f 
sending somebody half way around the world 
to do it!”

The spreading o f  the spiritual light is the 
chief purpose for which our organization exists. 
It is to such work that such founders o f  re­
ligions as the Christ and the Buddha devoted 
their lives.

It is doubtful if any thoughtful person ques­
tions the need o f  stopping the Section’s annual 
loss o f  members but there may be differences 
o f  opinion about the best method o f doing it. 
There are many things to be considered. The 
work is much more difficult now than when 
we were organizing lodges rapidly more than 
twenty years ago. It is by no means as easy to 
get a new lodge now as it was then. One thing 
is the radio. It cuts down all sorts o f  audiences

very materially. Another is that we are in a 
period o f  great activity and the average human 
being has more to engage his attention than 
ever before. He has more to do than ever 
before and less time to attend lectures. 
Another difficulty is that the costs o f  assum­
ing membership are more than twice what 
they were twenty years ago. These handicaps 
are probably what led the Board o f  Directors 
last year to decline my offer to give my time 
and pay my own expenses in a two years cam­
paign o f  organizing new territory i f  the Section 
furnished a car and driver and also printed 
lessons and sent them to the new groups organ­
ized. N o  fault can be found with their decision. 
They thought that with so many difficulties in 
the way the proposed new centers could not be 
organized, and that the project would merely 
mean the loss o f  time and energy. What oc­
curred at the recent Convention in relation to 
the matter has already been explained in these 
columns and the work started in September. 
What has been the result?

The first three cities selected were not chosen 
because they were very good prospects but be­
cause they were so near the strong New York 
Lodge that it could take charge o f  the new 
centers and keep in close touch with them until 
th«r were "going concerns.”  The anticipated 
difficulties were all that was expected. The 
audiences were very small but were deeply 
interested. In Mt. Vernon the best attendance 
was 35 and the average but 18. In New Rochelle 
we did slightly better with a maximum o f  43 
and an average o f  25. In East Orange we did 
considerably better but the figures are not avail­
able at the moment as they were accidentally 
left behind. These statistics will seem to the 
reader to be discouraging. As a matter o f  fact 
they are just the reverse because notwithstand­
ing the small number o f  people we were able to 
attract we organized two new lodges and a 
center o f  20 interested people who gave in their 
names, among them being a nationally known 
magazine illustrator whose name you would 
instantly recognize i f  it were mentioned. Two 
resident members in one city and three in the 
other helped greatly in establishing the new 
lodges. In New Rochelle there were no mem­
bers but one man who had been a member years 
ago, and he is in charge o f  the new group.
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C orrespondence
Vaccination and Medical Freedom
D ear Editor:

A  consistent and strict vegetarian who does 
not wish to pollute his bloodstream with the 
poisons o f  vaccines and serums, and who ab­
hors the products o f cruelty, must oppose many 
o f  the methods o f  the medical profession today.

When so much controversy exists in regard 
to vaccination, when the anti-vaccination move­
ment is so strong throughout the world, when 
so many members o f the medical profession are 
adherents o f  this movement in England, when 
vaccination has become optional in England, 
Australia, and New Zealand, it is absolutely 
unjust and tyrannical for our vegetarian draftees 
to be forced to submit to repeated vaccinations 
and inoculations.

W e Theosophists must support every united 
effort to maintain our constitutional rights to 
freedom o f  person.

Sincerely yours,
— Sadie G. Stave

Olcott Lecture
D ear Editor: October 14, 1941.

I wish to correct some statements made by 
Mr. Fritz Loenholdt in his otherwise splendid 
paper on "The Universal Brotherhood o f  Hu­
manity," in your October issue.

Mr. Loenholdt says, "It is evident that the 
first objective o f Stalin's very clever diplomacy 
was to precipitate Europe into war from which 
he and Russia could remain aloof.”

Anyone conversant with European affairs for 
the past decade knows that it was Maxim 
Litvinoff who urged the British and the French, 
at every session o f the League o f  Nations at 
Geneva, to check the Nazi and Fascist gangsters 
from carrying out their sadistic plans; that it was 
the British Tories, the Clivenden set and other 
influential aristocrats whose policy was to ap­
pease Hitler and maneuver him into a war 
against the Soviet Union so that they, the Brit­
ish, could remain aloof. Think o f  their almost 
criminal stupidity in not even inviting Russia 
to Munich, leaving them out in the cold.

One only has to familiarize one’ s self with 
some o f the books published since Munich, es­
pecially the recent ones: Ambassador Dodd's 
Diary; W m . L. Shirer’s Berlin Diary and Louis 
Fischer’s M en and Politics to see the intentions 
o f  the Western Powers to let Hitler crush the 
Soviet Union.

I do not mean to justify Stalin’s alliance with 
Hitler in 1940, nor is this meant as an anti-

British diatribe. On the contrary, every The- 
osophist should understand that the British who 
have gone through so much sweat, blood and 
tears from Hitler’s bombings, that the Russians 
who at this moment are dying like flies at 
Bryansk and Vyasma, are sacrificing themselves 
so that that black pall o f  bestiality and bar­
barism may not spread over the earth.

These two great peoples and their allies are 
definitely on the side o f the Good Law and Its 
Agents in the White Lodge.

—Louis B. Ball 
Children and Theosophy 
D ear Editor:

Bill and I have been studying Mr. Jinara- 
jadasa’s First Principles together and now we 
are doing C. W . L.’s Other Side o f Death. I 
wonder if it is true, as "Calif." writes, that "it 
is unusual to have young children wanting to 
know about life-after-death conditions.”  My 
youngster is much interested in what goes on 
"over there”  and occasionally daims to have 
visits from those who have passed beyond the 
Veil. Whether it is true or just his imagination 
I have no real way o f knowing.

W e studied C. J.’s First Principles by master­
ing each o f the many diagrams which is one 
o f  the chief features o f this fine work. I was 
amazed at the speed with which my youngest 
learned about the evolution o f  life and the 
seven kingdoms, the root and sub-races, karma, 
(he was fasdnated by the descriptive drdes on 
pp. 99*104,) the planes o f  the solar system, the 
7 sub-states o f  matter o f  each plane, the evolu­
tion o f animals (we both love animals very 
much), espedally C. J.’s illustration o f  the "soul 
o f  Jack,”  the cosmic and solar logoi and the 7 
planetary logoi, planets, chains, initiation, the 
playthings o f  Dionysus, etc. Surely the next 
generations are to be much more evolved and 
serious-thinking than our own!

W e have four children and my wife and I 
are both Theosophists yet, strange to say, my 
boy o f *�+,  ^  the only one interested in The­
osophy. The others, two girls and a boy, aged 
from 13 to 16 take no interest. W hy is this? 
I believe it is a proof o f  reincarnation: Bill is 
an old soul who went far in Theosophy in an 
earlier life and wanted to be reborn in a body 
with which Theosophical parents could supply 
him. The others have not contacted our phil­
osophy before this incarnation.

Fraternally yours,
W illiam  D. Bishop
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Theosophy in the Field
“Ann Arbor Lodge is beginning the 

study o f  'The Laws o f Manu’ course. W e plan 
two nights o f the month for 'Manu,’ one night 
for current events in the light o f Theosophy, 
one night for a business meeting, and whenever 
there is a fifth, it will be devoted to whatever 
is most important at the moment or to an in­
formal discussion. Our meetings have been 
very interesting and one class member speaks 
definitely o f membership. Coffee and cake are 
served at each meeting.”

Atlanta: In this city o f three lodges, At­
lanta, Georgia and Youth, each carries on its 
own special work, but on occasion they combine 
their interests in a cooperative effort. This 
happened recently when Mr. Fred Werth was 
in the city giving his public lectures under the 
joint auspices o f the lodges and his member 
talks collectively to them all.

“Aurora Lodge. On October 14 our lodge 
members attended a dinner in honor o f Mr. 
and Mrs. Byron Bole who were soon to leave 
for California. After the dinner Mrs. Ann 
Werth talked to our lodge and gave us an 
interesting outline o f the study which we are 
taking up for the coming year. W e are happy 
over the fact that we have gained two new 
members, and that we have joined the Chicago 
Federation.”

Besant Lodge (Cleveland) members heard 
two interesting lectures on the Arts when Miss 
Lucia McBride spoke on "Archetypal Art”  on 
November 5 and Mr. Ronald Robinette on 
"The Inner Side o f Music”  on November 12. 
The following week Mrs. Anne Climo had as 
her topic "A  Short History o f The Theosoph- 
ical Society,”  and on November 26 Miss Clara 
Seamon lectured on "The Science o f Medicine 
and the Art o f Healing.”

Besant Lodge (H ollyw ood) writes: "Our 
birthday party was a great success. About 
seventy people came to celebrate the Lodge’s 
anniversary and to share the beautiful birthday 
cake which the entertainment committee pro­
vided.

"The Tea Table opened auspiciously with 
Miss Poutz, our first president, as guest, and 
with Bishop Hampton as speaker. The public 
class started as scheduled with nine non-mem­
bers present. Mr. Forbes is speaking particu­
larly on Karma.

"November brought our first national speaker 
o f the year, Mr. James S. Perkins. Besant 
Lodge had him for a members meeting on 
November 25 and a Tea Table talk on Novem­
ber 30, and a large public lecture was given on 
December 5 at the Hollywood Women’s Club. 
On November 18 we renewed our pledge to 
the Founders o f  the Society to carry on the 
work which they so valiantly began.”

Brooklyn Lodge is having a series o f four 
talks on vegetarianism— by Mrs. Sadie G. Stave. 
On November 13 Mr. S. E. Fairfield gave a 
lecture on "Thought Control.”  At the last meet­
ing o f the month a Thanksgiving party was 
held for members and friends. Besides the reg­
ular lodge work there is a public study class in 
elementary Theosophy which meets each Tues­
day evening.

Brotherhood Lodge (N ew Orleans) was 
pleased to have Mr. Frederick H. Werth in a 
series o f lectures on current topics o f interest. 
His lectures included "The W orld Crisis and 
Justice,”  "The Power o f  Thought” and "Amer­
ica’s Destiny.”

Chicago Lodge enjoyed a varied program 
on November 6. The history o f The Theosoph- 
ical Society was studied in a closed meeting for 
about twenty minutes, and during the next half 
hour Mr. C. F. Hoover lectured on "The Evo­
lution o f Life and Form.” Later Mrs. A. Barber 
talked to members and friends o f the lodge on 
"The Mental Body.”

Cincinnati Lodge reports that under the 
initial inspiration o f Mrs. Eugenia Thorp they 
have been quite active in preparing "Bundles 
for Britain.”  A  large knitted afghan has been 
completed and many members are interested in 
preparing other bundles. Lodge members are 
looking forward to the visit o f  Mrs. Dora Kunz 
in the near future, and in preparation for the 
occasion over twelve hundred publicity notices 
have been sent out.

Fellowship Lodge (Chicago) has con­
tinued their study classes, using "The Laws of 
Manu,”  "The Art o f Friendship,”  and "A  
Textbook o f  Theosophy.” Mrs. Iris White gave 
an interesting illustrated lecture to the public 
on "A  Theosophist Looks at Marriage,”  Mr. 
Albert Hardcastle lectured on "Seventh Ray 
Magic in the Church,”  and Mrs. James S. 
Perkins talked on "W omen— Today and T o ­
morrow.”  An evening o f fun in true Hallow-
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Join t F ed era tio n  M e e t in g

On October 11, 12, and 13 the Middle At­
lantic and Northeast Federations met at Boston, 
with Mr. Sidney A . Cook and Miss Etha Snod­
grass as guests o f  honor.

The program opened on Saturday afternoon 
with an address o f welcome by Mrs. F. S. Pritz- 
ker, President o f Besant Lodge (Boston). Mr. 
Cook acted as Chairman o f the symposium on 
"Problems o f Peace and Reconstruction,”  which 
consisted o f talks on "Have Theosophists a 
Responsibility as Pioneers?”  by Mr. William
J. Ross; "Theosophists and W orld Politics,”  by 
Mr. Hugh F. Munro; "Theosophists and a New 
Economy,”  by Mr. John Sellon; and "The­
osophists and a New Social Order,”  by Dr. 
George W . DeHofF. Saturday evening was de­
voted to the discussion o f "Lodge Problems” 
with Dr. DeHofF as chairman. Mr. John Sellon 
spoke on "Members Meetings” ; Mr. William 
J. Ross on "Study Classes” ; Mrs. Emily Sellon 
on "Library Procedure” ; Mr. Robert Drew Bear 
on "Public Lectures”  and Mr. Cook on "H ow 
Headquarters Can Help the Lodges.”

On Sunday morning, after the business meet­
ing, Mr. Cook and Miss Snodgrass addressed 
the members, and following a vegetarian lunch­
eon Mr. Cook delivered a public lecture on 
"The Pursuit o f Happiness.”  The Sunday eve­
ning program was a symposium on "Theosophy 
— a Way of Life”  with Miss Snodgrass, Dr. 
DeHofF, and Mr. Munro as speakers. On M on­
day evening Mr. Hugh F. Munro gave the con­
cluding lecture on "The Reign o f Law.”

E lg in  S tu d y G r o u p  
Another vitally alive study group which is 

progressing toward the winning o f its charter 
is located in Elgin, Illinois. Mrs. Annabel Uteg, 
who is the inspiration behind this group, writes: 
"Our fall activities in Elgin began on October 
2, since which time we have been holding open 
forums on 'Divine Guidance in the Present 
W orld Crisis.’ Lively discussion carried this 
subject for several weeks, leading to 'Steps T o­
ward Peace,’ and then to 'Which New W orld 
Order— and W hy?’ which we are discussing

at present under the sub-topic, 'How we can 
Improve Branches o f Present Day Living?’

T h e o s o p h y  C o m es  to  M erid ia n
One o f the Section’s most alive and respon­

sive groups has been evolving in Meridian, Mis­
sissippi during the past year or two, under the 
leadership o f Mr. Casper Phillips. Mr. Phillips 
was a lone member in Meridian for a time, but 
he has made Theosophy so intriguing and real 
to his friends and associates that the group has 
grown, as groups invariably do around a leader 
who is enthusiastic and eager to work, and re­
cently undertook to sponsor a series o f public 
lectures by Mr. Fred Werth.

Mr. Werth (w ho should know) writes o f the 
immeasurable value to a lecturer o f enthusiasm 
such as that lived by this group. He says: 
"There were about seventy present at the sec­
ond lecture, all as attentive as a cat watching a 
mouse. It’s really great to work where there is 
such eagerness.”

Thus has the groundwork been carefully laid 
for the worthwhile lodge that will (we antici­
pate) come to birth as a result o f this sowing.

N e w  C lass
Miss Joy Mills, Vice-President o f The Young 

Theosophists, who worked temporarily at Head­
quarters during the summer, is now a student 
at the University o f Chicago, where she is de­
veloping a study class in Theosophy among the 
students enrolled there. She writes:

"I know you will be interested to hear that 
tonight about eight girls are coming in and we 
are starting a class in Theosophy. It all began 
with a talk between my room-mate and me and 
she suggested that we invite others. So1 she has 
taken charge o f inviting special girls that we 
know might be interested, and I am taking care 
o f the talking, etc., when they get here. I am 
thrilled with the idea . . . ”

And so the great longing o f people, and 
especially o f young people, for the explanation 
o f the meaning and purpose o f life which The­
osophy has to offer, is again demonstrated. The 
need is not for listeners, but for capable, earnest 
teachers.

T h e  F in a l  F l o w e r  o f  C u l t u r e

" . . .  Strive always for simplicity— not the 
simplicity o f crudeness, but o f culture. Culture 
is not mere intellectual accumulation and adroit­
ness ; it is the synthesis each is able to make o f 
all that he has learned, felt and experienced. 
O f such a culture simplicity is the final flower;

behind it are cataclysms o f the soul and accumu­
lations o f wisdom, just as behind the simplicity 
o f a leaf are cosmic and geological changes 
without number . . . ”

— Claude Bragdon
From C o n s c i e n c e ,  May 29, 1941
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T h eosoph ica l N ew s and N otes

Mr. Jinarajadasa for Convention!
In August Mr. Jinarajadasa wrote (the 

letter was long delayed) o f  his desire to 
return to London next year, traveling via 
Singapore, Australia, New Zealand and 
the United States. He requested that suit­
able representations ana assurances on 
his behalf be made to the American Con­
sul, and this, o f  course, was promptly 
done.

Now, even while we thought his plans 
were still in the making, we learn 
by cable that he has successfully com­
pleted them and will be with us for two 
months next year, including the Con­
vention.

That is news o f  a high order! Happi­
ness beyond expectation ! N ow  is the time 
to start planning to share the Convention 
with Mr. Jinarajadasa. Details later as 
they reach us.

Theosophy on the A ir
The work o f  our radio committee continues 

and the series o f  broadcasts from recordings 
prepared some months ago are still running in 
some places and are to be offered to another 
group o f  cities.

A  new experiment in now also being made. 
W ith help from the National funds, time has 
been purchased by Detroit Lodge for a series o f  
Sunday morning talks by Mr. E. Norman Pear­
son under the title, “ Theosophy Explains.”  
These are tied in with a series o f  Sunaay eve­
ning lectures, and although the project has but 
just been started it promises interesting results, 
and has brought enthusiastic response from 
friends and encouragement to members.
New Members

During the month o f  October thirty-five ap­
plications for membership were received—  
scattered in many locations from Boston to 
Honolulu, and including four in a new lodge 
organized by Mr. Rogers in Mt. Vernon, New 
York.

An influx o f  new members increasing in this 
ratio will soon solve the membership problem.
Reconstruction requires Re-education

The Peace Department o f  the T.O.S. has 
recently distributed to its representatives in the

lodges an excellent pamphlet by the National 
Education Association presenting an after war 
education reconstruction program. Distribution 
o f  this pamphlet is a fine piece o f  work on the 
part o f  the T.O.S.

W e quote from the booklet the following 
points:

1. The first duty o f  society is to guarantee 
to every man, woman and child equal oppor­
tunity for education without regard to race, 
birth, sex, income, or creed.

2. This equality o f  opportunity must include 
the fullest nurture o f every special ability, talent, 
or skill.

3. Every man is an end in himself and may 
not be used merely as a means. And this» is the 
dignity o f  man.

4. N o education can be complete unless 
everyone through the years after school has 
opportunity to form himself through useful 
work.

5. Every man can come to his full being 
only by serving society. And this is the ground 
o f  society’s claim upon him.

6. N o society stands still. A  healthy society 
moves toward freedom and responsibility for 
all. A  diseased society moves toward the tyranny 
o f  the few. And herein lies the cause o f  the 
present war.

7. N o existing society is a perfect democracy. 
Democracy is the standard by which societies 
and their governments are judged and the idea 
and goal towards which they strive.

8. The well being o f  every society, springs 
from a brotherhood o f  nations. As are the 
duties o f  man to man, so are the duties o f  so­
cieties to one another. And this is the only basis 
for a durable peace.

9. To respect man's dignity while recog­
nizing his duty to society is to advance towards 
a democracy o f  citizens and o f  states. T o  per­
fect, maintain, and defend such a democracy is 
the end o f  education.

10. To embody these principles into a so­
ciety o f  the future, men must be inspired by 
forces which spring from a deeper dimensipn 
o f  life. This has often been overlooked or for­
gotten in recent generations and this is the 
cause o f the crisis o f  our civilization.
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>�������
For the benefit o f  those who contribute ar­

ticles or items o f news for this magazine, we 
call attention to the fact that such material must 
reach the editor not later than the fifteenth o f 
the month in order to be included in the forth­
coming issue.
�� �������� �������������

"A t our Liaison meeting o f October twenty- 
ninth, our members discussed the question sent 
by Miss Poutz in her membership circular letter, 
:���� ���� ��%� ���������� � � � #������$����%� ��� ��  
����� ���� ������ ��� ����� ����� � � � ����������K

"The following is a summary o f comments 
by the members:

"Organize in our own minds, on the mental 
plane, a world at peace. Visualize a detailed 
picture o f right politics, right leisure, housing, 
education, government, etc. A  perfect thought 
image will ����� ���� ���'  materialize on the 
physical plane.

"Eliminate selfishness, intolerance, greed, re­
sentment, unkindness from our thoughts.

"The people in the world today, are seeing 
and experiencing the working out o f causes set 
going in the past. Our contribution now should 
be to teach the great truths to the world— that 
as we sow, so shall we reap, be it person or 
nation. Theosophists should give to the world 
the truths o f reincarnation, karma and evo­
lution, to prevent a repetition o f conditions o f 
the present time.’ ’
/�&� :������� G&� /�4�����  

Mr. William G. McFadden, for many years 
President o f Paducah Lodge, died on November
6 . He had been a member o f the Society since 
1 9 1 2 , with never a break in membership.

His body was cremated in St. Louis, follow ­
ing a funeral service conducted by Mrs. Ruth 
McMyler, President o f the St. Louis Branch.
1��� /��$���� ���� ����$��

Applications for membership were received 
during the month o f October from the follow­
ing lodges: Besant (Boston), Besant (H olly­
w ood), Buffalo (three), Casper, Cincinnati, 
Columbus, Covington, Detroit (tw o), Grand 
Rapids (three), Hamilton, Honolulu, Long 
Beach, Maryland, Memphis, Milwaukee (tw o), 
Mt. Vernon (four), New York, Portland 
(tw o), Rainbow, St. Paul (tw o ), and National 
Members from Edinburg, Texas, Muncie, Indi­
ana, and Orofino, Idaho.
:����� —L/��%� B���$��� ����(�+���$��D  

The Theosophical Press has a call for this 
book. Anyone who may have a copy for sale is 
asked to communicate with the Press.

L#���2��	� ��� ����2��	��D
Mrs. Carol Hadley’s poem, #��� 2��	� � � � ���  

2��	��%  which won the Olcott Foundation Award 
for poetry in 1941, is just off the press and is 
available for purchase by all who respond to the 
magic o f metre and rhyme. Write to The The­
osophical Press for your copy.

#��#�����:���/����� ���$
Shipments o f leaflets from October 16 to 

November 15:
C alifornia........................................................  8

Colorado ......................................................... 28
Georgia ...........................................................  1

Illin ois .............................................................  l
M ichigan......................................................... 1 0 6
Minnesota ......................................................  1 0 0
M issouri...........................................................  20
New Jersey ....................................................  400
New York ....................................................  304
O h io .................................................................. 10
O regon .............................................................  200
Pennsylvania ..................................................  5
W ashington....................................................  10

Total 1,193
2��+���� ��������������

Throughout the years that I have sponsored 
this "Club” and written articles encouraging and 
stimulating others to take up and expand the 
work. I have stressed many sendee consider­
ations— the Master’s work, the Society’s well­
being, humanity’s need in its sorrow and ignor­
ance, the duty o f man to comfort his sorrowing 
brother, and so forth. I have purposely avoided 
appeals related to the improved status o f the 
server. Somehow that seemed to be an appeal 
to selfishness.

Today I hear from a fellow-worker o f many, 
many years— one o f those who never "back­
slides”  or needs to be goaded, but to whom this 
work for the bereaved is just as natural and as 
much a part o f daily living as eating breakfast—  
who asks me to be genuinely practical. He says 
that while this helping-humanity appeal is fine 
and beautiful, the real motivating urge is the 
recognition that good karma will be created for 
the worker. He says if this is heresy, then he is 
willing to be a heretic because he’ll have as a 
companion a Theosophist whom he deeply re­
veres, namely, Mr. Jinarajadasa, who told an 
American Section Convention some years ago 
how he paid for the publication o f 5000 pam­
phlets in Brazil (on Madame Montessori’s work 
with the child) because he wanted to make some 
good karma in connection with a future life 
there.
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I acknowledge not only the logic but also the 
practicality o f my friend’s point. While the 
good-karma urge resides only in the background 
o f my mind, it is nevertheless there. The belief 
in reaping, in this life as well as in future ones, 
the harvest arising from past sowings o f good 
"seeds” is so deeply embedded in my conscious­
ness that the "Club” work is instinctively cata­
logued as good-karma. I just know this work is 
laying the foundation for future lives o f greater 
freedom, especially the greatest o f all freedom 
— the privilege and capacity for broadening the 
scope and increasing the intensity o f service to 
one’s fellow-men.

Accordingly, I recommend occasional con­
sideration and conscious as well as subconscious, 
recognition o f the karmic effect o f this work we 
are doing. I say "occasional”  because I believe 
that day-to-day happiness comes to one more 
readily from a more philosophical approach, 
embodying the good-karma consideration by in­
ference, and so beautifully expressed by Emily 
Dickinson:
" I f  I can stop one heart from breaking,

I shall not live in vain:
If I can ease one life the aching,

Or cool one pain,
Or help one fainting robin unto his nest again, 

I shall not live in vain.”
— W ilfred  H. Sigerson

Statistics
October 16 to November 15, 1941 

American Theosophical Fund
T o November 15 .......................................  $169.18

Building Fund
T o November 15 .......................................  113.87

War Relief Fund
Previously reported .................................. $690.07
T o  November 15 ......................................  167.50 857.57

Adyar Art Project Fund
Previously reported ................................... 69.75
T o November 15 .......................................  8.85 78.60

Born
T o Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Beauchamp, San Antonio Lodge, 

a son, Philip Eugene, Oct. 17.
T o Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A . Durham, Cincinnati Lodge, 

a son, November 4.
Married

Miss Frances Gaines Grace, Cincinnati Lodge, and Mr. 
W illiam Pfeiffer, Sept. 9.

Died
Dr. Eli Allison, N ew York Lodge, November, 1941.
Mrs. Mabel Bass Berry, Service Lodge, Austin, October 19. 
Mr. George Babcock Hastings, National Member, October 

29.
Mrs. Norma Agnes Kanaler, National Member.
Mr. William G . McFadden, President o f  Paducah, Ky. 

Lodge, Nov. 6.
Mrs. Margictta Maxwell, National Member, October 18. 
Mrs. May C. Pierce, Maryland Lodge, October 22.
Miss Ellen Walsh, Buffalo Lodge, October 23.

Merry Christmas!
Mr. Cook joins with the Olcott Staff in wish­

ing every member the best Christmas ever, and 
a year full o f growth and happiness.

I t i n e r a r i e s

Jam es S. Perkins
To December 5: Southern California. 
December: Tulsa, Oklahoma City.
January 6-17: Texas Federation.
January 19-25: New Orleans, Covington. 
February: Florida Federation.
To March 16: Mid-South Federation, Birm­

ingham, Knoxville.
To April 6 : Middle Atlantic Federation. 
April 8-26: Northeast Federation.
To May 3: Western New York Federation. 
May 5 to 7: Cleveland, Akron.
To May 18: Michigan Federation.
To May 25: Ohio Federation.

Etha Snodgrass
January: Northern California Federation.
To February 18: Southern California Feder­

ation.
To March 4 : Texas Federation.
March: Oklahoma City, Tulsa, Fort Smith, 

Wichita, Kansas City, St. Louis, Decatur.

F red  W e rth
To December 15: Middle Atlantic Federation. 
January 4-23: Northeast Federation.
January 24 to Feb. 1: Western New York 

Federation.
February: Ohio Federation.
March: Michigan Federation.






