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BY DR. H. DOUGLAS WILD, Chairman

( The keynote of Convention was “ Responsi­
bility and the Chairmen of the three special 
committees appointed to consider it were each 
given a memorandum reading:

“Keynote: ‘responsibility.’ Theme: the respon­
sibility of the individual Theosophist to ally 
himself with principles wherever they are jeop­
ardized; to sense his personal relationship with 
great issues though seemingly far away, deeply 
realizing that tremendous changes will leave 
no interest untouched no one unaffected and 
that each has responsibility for a personal sereni­
ty and an active building of truth and beauty 
into a world heavily burdened with the ugly 
and the untrue. Then consider the lodge and 
the Society’s part in these crucial days when 
world wide brotherhood must be expressed with 
hands and hearts as well as lips.”

The First Committee, under the chairmanship 
of Dr. H. Douglas Wild, considered the subject 
from the following viewpoint:

“ What is the religious and philosophical ideal 
for the immediate future? What ideal emerges 
from the world scene? What aspect of this ideal 
does Theosophy illumine? What shall we em­
phasize out of our Theosophical knowledge to 
aid in the achievement of the ideal? What 
stand, based soundly upon a knowledge of the 
Ancient Wisdom, can Theosophists individually 
take? What is the function of the Society and 
how can we fulfill it?”

Its deliberations and the discussion in Con­
vention brought forth the following report and 
summary. Reports of other committees will ap­
pear in early issues. Ed.)

� HE recommendations of this committee 
rest on one central ideal which seems to 
us most vitally at stake in the present 

crisis of humanity. For its preservation our re­
sponsibility as Theosophists seems paramount.

This ideal, this truth, is the divinity of man. 
It is the one key to the greatness of the past, 
and to the inexhaustible promise and certainty 
of the future; nor is any other aspect of human 
nature today so completely the object of ob­
scuration and resistance by the forces of dark­
ness abroad in the world. For these reasons 
the concept, and behind the concept the fact, 
of Man Perfect may be laid down as the deepest, 
truest, most challenging criterion for defining 
the issue of the titanic struggle in which we find 
ourselves.

Indeed, how could this ideal be other than 
basic? All culture is the effort of man to become 
that which he really is. It means the conscious 
perfecting of the outer man in the image of the 
archetype, the glory, the Kingdom of Heaven 
that is within. In every religion the source of 
greatest power is the direct example of the 
Perfect Man. In Philosophy and Art the source 
of power is the harmony of the Many in the 
One, experienced as a Godlike realization in 
Man’s consciousness and outwardly glorified by 
his hands. For we Theosophists the greatest 
fact in Occultism is the Master. In our Ameri­
can Democracy the basic ideals are those of 
freedom, equality, fraternity, justice and happi­
ness, all sprung from a tremendous liberating 
intuition of the immortal worth and dignity of 
man.

But today the forms of religion, philosophy, 
art and government reflect only feebly this 
central reality which alone gives them truth and 
power. In order that we may really know where 
we stand as individual Theosophists, and may 
take our stand most effectively, it is supremely 
important that we grasp the world struggle in 
the light of this perspective; particularly, that 
we bring into this light all of the details of 
the conflict as they confront us in our environ­
ment and our daily lives. Such a basis of dis-
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BY C. JIN ARAJADASA

� VER SINCE I placed in First Principles 
of Theosophy a diagram depicting our 
“ Earth Chain”  as being now composed of 

three physical planets, Earth, Mars and Mer­
cury, (following the arrangement by Mr. A. P. 
Sinnett in Esoteric Buddhism), several critics 
have pointed out that I contradict H. P. B. 
Just lately, a reviewer in the United States has 
taken me to task. But what are the facts? 
Obviously, on a subject like this none of us can 
know. There are of course the occult investiga­
tions by Annie Besant and C. W. Leadbeater, 
the first series in 1895 (published by me in The 
Theosophist, August 1911), and the second series 
recorded in Man: Whence, How and Whither. 
But to many these occult investigations have no 
value at all.

We are therefore thrust back upon the only 
possible source of information: What did the 
Masters teach A. P. Sinnett? For it was Mr. 
Sinnett who for the first time described the 
scheme of evolution, with its “ rings and rounds,”  
and stated that Mars and Mercury were a part 
of the Earth Chain. The controversy had to 
remain unsolved. In 1895, Mr. Sinnett showed 
Dr. Annie Besant the letters of the Master
K. H. in his possession, and thereupon she made 
a statement agreeing with Mr. Sinnett. But 
this meant that H. P. B. was in error! The dust 
of controversy has been flying thick and fast 
since then.

Once the Mahatma Letters were published by 
Mr. Sinnett’s executrix (against a very strict 
injunction given by the Master K. H. in the 
Letters themselves against such a possible pub­
lication, and against Mr. Sinnett’s own wishes, 
expressed in a letter to me in 1905*), we have 
material with which to examine the dispute 
from a new angle. What do we find?

Question: ( The Mahatma Letters. Letter
23A., p. 146, 1923 Edition.) “ (23) What other 
planets of those known to ordinary science, 
besides Mercury, belong to our system of 
worlds?”

Answer: (Letter 23B., p. 176.)
“ Mars and four other planets of which as­

tronomy knows yet nothing. Neither A, B, nor
•A. P. Sinnett to C. Jinarnjadaia, December 14. 1905:
“ I should certainly not be willing to take any steps which 

should call renewed attention to any other letters from the 
Master except those published in T h e  O c c u l t  W o r l d . No others 
ought ever to have been published.”  Of course Mr. Sinnett 
may have changed his mind later.

Y, Z, are known; nor can they be seen through 
physical means, however perfected.”

There is just one possible explanation of 
H. P. B’s insistence that Mars and Mercury do 
not belong to our Chain. The explanation in­
volves the credibility of the investigations al­
ready referred to of Annie Besant and C. W. 
Leadbeater. Somewhere H. P. B. states that as 
she was writing The Secret Doctrine, the Master 
placed before her scenes from the past history 
of the earth. Suppose, then, that as H. P. B. 
examined the transference of egos from the Moon 
Chain to the Earth Chain she concentrated her 
attention on the “ first class Pitris, that is to 
say, the egos already fully individualized on the 
Moon Chain; she would then have noted that 
these first class Pitris had no contact whatsoever 
with Mars and Mercury, though three Rounds 
had already elapsed before their entrance on 
the Earth Chain in the Fourth Round on our 
Earth during the third Lemurian Root Race. 
So far as these egos are concerned, there has 
been for them no Mars nor Mercury. It would 
not be illogical on her part to conclude that 
these two planets are not of our scheme. I 
have already said that this is a possible ex­
planation; I have no warranty for saying that 
H. P. B. examined only the first class Pitris.

Now in the Besant-Leadbeater investigations 
(made in 1895 to get some light on the tangled 
darkness as to the divisions of the “ Pitris”  and 
how they began their work), the general con­
clusion arrived at is that the animals of the 
Moon Chain, who achieved individualization 
were not all alike, that is, not all at one grade 
of individualization, but at several stages of 
individualization. Dr. Besant later in Man 
groups these, according to the nature of the 
causal body at individualization: —

1st group: “ Lines”— with just the trace of 
a causal body.

2nd group: “ Basket-works”— with casual body 
more clearly outlined.

3rd group: Causal body fully formed, in seven 
groups:

(1 ) undeveloped well-meaning folk.
(2 ) bourgeois, commonplace, weak people.
(3 ) merchants, soldiers, etc., good people, but 

know nothing of the Path.
(4 ) highly intellectual, the future geniuses 

(but who are self-absorbed— C. J.).
( C o n t i n u e d  o n  p n j e  205)
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Purpose and Method in Theosophical Research
BY FRITZ KUNZ AND ALEXANDER HORNE

� HE opposition between the Theosophical 
point of view and the state of mind of 
the world when the Society was founded 

no longer exists in truly well-informed circles. 
In philosophy the names of Bergsen, Whitehead 
and others come to mind to represent great 
events in that department of human life since 
1875. In religion we may think of the profound 
questioning which these intervening years have 
made necessary in theological colleges, we may 
examine the state of mind of Christian com­
munities in non-Christian lands, and we need 
only to read Rethinking Missions in order to see 
what has gone on in one religion alone. The 
meaning of the name Gandhi to Hinduism, and 
indeed to the whole religious world, convinces 
us that all the faiths are ready to re-evaluate 
their traditions. In the arts no word smaller 
than “ revolution”  is enough to describe what has 
happened. The pretty-pretty and the senti­
mental have gone, and even the works of geni­
uses such as Wagner and Beethoven, Whistler, 
Turner, Redin and the rest have not sufficed 
for a world entirely changed by social, political 
and industrial forces. In science, most conspicu­
ous perhaps of all departments of life, the 
changes have been proceeding and now are 
accelerated at such a pace that its chief men 
have felt encouraged to take over the functions 
of philosophy, and even of religion, with their 
cosmologies.

The question has naturally arisen repeatedly 
and with increasing urgency in the minds of many 
members of The Theosophical Society, what can 
we do to take advantage of this new situation? 
Throughout all our history individual students 
have made personal studies in connection with 
papers to be written or lectures to be given. 
Today, however, the wealth of material is so 
great and the technical knowledge required to 
understand it so forbidding that the individual 
working alone is likely as not to make our 
philosophy not more but less valued if he tries 
to interpret the scene by himself. Yet we are 
driven, by the practical utility of our philosophy, 
to come to grips with these new gains in human 
knowledge. And we are encouraged and aided 
enormously by the fact that the very first thing 
that our Masters did in instituting our Move­
ment was to organize and clarify and add to 
the knowledge extant in those days of our found­
ing, meager as that knowledge then was.

The foregoing considerations moved many 
individuals in many parts of the world. In 
England, appropriately, the general need was 
met by setting up under the corporate protec­
tion of the inactive Theosophical World Univer­
sity a Research Center. In 1937 Mr. Kunz was 
invited to England, chiefly in this connection, 
and as a result the group of systematic workers 
in contemporary studies, which had long been 
carrying on from New York as a focus, was 
recognized as part of this organized research 
work. Shortly thereafter Mr. Home was invited 
to join Mr. Kunz upon the London Council, as 
the undertaking in this vast country, even if 
continued for the present upon a modest scale, 
is too much to centralize in one person. As 
readers may have noticed in an earlier issue of 
this magazine, the Secretary of the London 
Research Center has sought and obtained the 
approval and interest of the National President 
in the extension (now in a formal and organized 
form) of the world research work to the United 
States.

The question now arises, what exactly is 
meant by research in this connection? We must 
first deal with a general misconception. Research 
in a Theosophical sense cannot mean just science 
alone. As will be seen from our opening para­
graph in this announcement, the issues that 
concern us are referable only to life as a whole. 
An instance of a research item which is in 
process will show most clearly what this means, 
and how not only several sciences, but religion, 
philosophy and art may be involved. Everyone 
has heard, no doubt, of the theory of recapitula­
tion, which says that any individual (say, a 
human body) summarizes in its birth stages 
the history of its kind— indeed, of all the species 
that have gone before. Philosophically, this may 
be enlarged in the case of man to be a sort of 
summary of his mineral (chemical), vegetable 
and animal evolution. This is just a theory of 
Haeckel’s, no more, at present. But if it is 
true, then there must be some equation to 
geologic epochs. Suppose we are going to try 
to equate this biologic process of the human 
embryo to geologic events? No doubt there is 
first the scientific side. Fortunately a splendid 
job has been done already by Miss Preston in 
her Earth and Its Cycles. This equates the 
earth ages as known in the best geology to the 
dates given in The Secret Doctrine. So far so 
good. But to what does The Secret Doctrine
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that a vegetarian diet is the easiest on the 
system. It can soon be seen how much more 
alert and responsive the body is, even after a 
month of such diet. This new sensitiveness 
makes the body a better tool for us to use, 
but we should be careful not to let this super­
sensitivity use us. A balance of eating, sleeping, 
sunshine and exercise can be adjusted to each 
individual’s needs until perfect health is an 
instinct Many petty habits will then have 
been eliminated and we will be a step towards 
our ideal.

One of the first qualities of mind we will 
try to acquire is humility. An arrogant man is 
blinded by any small measure of success and 
his mind is closed to further truths. The cost 
of this arrogance is ignorance. An humble man, 
no matter how far he has traveled, is never 
dazzled by the distance left behind him; his 
mind is open and ready for that which lies 
ahead.

Humility is not shyness, and we will try not 
to confuse the two. We are social creatures 
who must live and learn in a world of people. 
Shyness retards our social adaptation. Nor 
will we be over-bold. Many of the things that 
flash into our heads are better left unsaid and 
undone. Many times when we have caused 
someone a mental hurt by a careless remark, 
we realize it too late. We will guard against 
this all the time until kindly speech and kindly 
action, too, are second nature.

Before we understood God’s Plan we re­
sponded to whatever emotional stimuli, good or 
bad, came in our direction. As Young The- 
osophists we are trying to transmute our re­
sponses of anger, hate, and any others that will 
retard our progress. We will keep away from all 
emotional ugliness; we will make our associ­
ations with other people pleasant and our sur­
roundings more beautiful. We will hunt out 
the beauty that exists all around us —  in our 
city streets, our offices, in crowds of people —  
then we will not have to travel miles away to 
find God’s outdoor splendor; we will find it 
everywhere we go. Beauty invokes an emotion 
within us which we can feel with the same in­
tensity for a symphony as for a mountain land­
scape. When we find the beauty that exists all 
around us and learn to appreciate it, then wher­
ever circumstances force us we can always feel 
the buoying emotion which beauty produces.

While we are changing our astral body, we 
will also strengthen our mental body. By 
mental association with the highest of ideals 
we will build those ideals into our lives. We

will hold our goal of perfection before us and 
every day think back over our experiences, 
especially where associations with other people 
didn’t flow smoothly, and try to discover whether 
it was anything we said or did that made the 
situation an unpleasant one. By thinking over 
these things we can make a conscious effort to 
curb our behavior so that the next time such 
a situation presents itself we will be better pre­
pared for it

From time to time in our reading we will 
find a sentence of concentrated wisdom which 
will instantly appeal to us. Such a sentence as 
this from Geoffrey Hodson’s “ The Coming of the 
Angels”  will challenge and lift us closer to our 
ideal:

“ Live nobly; speak truly, and live with dig­
nity. Let the light of love and beauty and of 
spiritual grace shine forth in every action, speak 
in every word.”

Another important quality we will build for 
ourselves is a storehouse of knowledge. We will 
spend much time studying and preparing a 
foundation for that reading which is now beyond 
our intellectual scope. Many facts of nature 
which were once hidden mysteries to us have 
been uncovered in the pages of our Theosophical 
books, and many more are waiting to reveal 
even deeper truths when we can read and under­
stand. So we are looking forward with eager 
anticipation to the unknown that lies ahead, 
and we will read every book that will help us 
to understand more about the mystery of life.

And finally, in order that we may not mis­
direct our growing energy and hinder the Plan 
instead of working with it, we will try to glimpse 
a vision of the future. In the world of to­
morrow every man, woman and child on the 
face of the globe will have a roof over his 
head, three square meals a day, and unlimited 
educational opportunity. War will be just his­
tory and the different races of the earth will 
live side by side in perfect harmony. Our 
dog eat dog economic system will be replaced 
by a world of cooperating commonwealths and 
everyone will pull together for the common good 
of all living men. A few people of the present 
will be the cornerstones upon which this beau­
tiful world of the future will rest, and we will 
try to be among the few.

So our work of self-improvement will never 
be for self-glorification, but to help our So­
ciety forward and to give a powerful boost to 
God’s Plan by making into reality this vision 
of the future.
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commercial advantages, imperialism, conquests 
of more primitive peoples, etc., is beside the 
point. All nations have in their populations all 
classes of human beings— the plutocrats, the 
middle class and “ the submerged.”  All the 
European nations that had the power and op­
portunity have imposed upon others or have 
grabbed “ colonies” from the colored races. In 
that matter there is not a grain of difference 
between Germany, Holland, Belgium and Bri­
tain. What nonsense it is, then, to drag such 
points into the subject. Stripped of all the 
non-essentials this war is about just one thing 
— shall autocracy or democracy rule the world? 
Autocracy means rule by force. It means that 
physical strength and intellectual cunning shall 
govern the race. Democracy (in its rightful 
form) means that individual liberty shall be pre­
served and that citizens of a nation shall choose 
their lawmakers. There is really no excuse for 
anybody being in doubt about these things. 
Hitler made it crystal clear in his book before 
he began the self-appointed task of subjugating 
nations.

One of the amazing things of all time is that 
with our army and navy officers repeatedly 
asserting that “ Britain is our first line of de­
fense,”  and with the Government working at 
high tension on defensive armament while Con­
gress dare not take even a brief summer vaca­
tion, there are many Americans denouncing 
what they call “ the war hysteria”  and assuring 
us that we are making a great fuss about 
nothing. Such an attitude would be less sur­
prising if we did not have freshly before us 
the disastrous results of a similar course in 
England. There the Conservative Government 
appears to have slept comfortably through the 
years during which Germany rearmed while

experienced men like Lloyd George vainly 
talked and wrote and worked to warn the na­
tion of the inevitable tragedy that is now upon 
them. We also have our sleepers and may pay 
the same penalty for it. “ Whom the Gods would 
destroy they first make mad,”  said the Greeks. 
Perhaps a modern version might read, “ Whom 
Nemesis would overtake she first puts to sleep!”

In every country where the dictators are 
triumphant Theosophy, Masonry and all labor 
organizations disappear. High standards of liv­
ing also disappear. What can Theosophists do 
about the war? We can talk and write about 
it. We can let our personal opinion about 
it be known to neighbors and those we meet 
in travel. We can write to our representatives 
and our senators at Washington expressing our 
emphatic opinion that the Government should 
do everything in its power to furnish arms and 
ammunition and war material to Britain and 
to immediately repeal every law that interferes 
in any way with doing it. Every voter has a 
very positive influence with congressmen and 
such letters are extremely important. We can 
also remember that every true Theosophist 
is cosmopolitan, a citizen of the world, and that 
his natural attitude is just the reverse of that 
of those who say that what happens to another 
nation is none of our business. Lowell spoke a 
great Theosophical truth when he wrote this:

“He’s true to God who’s true to man. 
Wherever wrong is done to the humblest and 

the weakest
’Neath the all-beholding sun,
That wrong is also done to us, and they are 

slaves most base
Whose love of right is for themselves and not 

for all the race.’’

SHALL WE CHANGE OUR BY-LAWS?
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elect its representative by such means as it 
saw fit and advise Headquarters of the result 
and that would be the end of the matter. In 
one day it could be finished instead of being 
dragged out for months as it is now in our 
official organ. The present heavy expense would 
also disappear.

In the committee discussion of the matter a 
member asked why an improvement so obvi­
ously beneficial had not been made long ago. 
That is much like asking why men did not

stop pulling shirts on over their heads a genera­
tion ago! In most countries they are still doing 
it. There is a time when anything starts. Some 
incident, or even accident, is back of many an 
invention. Something has to set us to thinking 
about it and then we get at it.

The National President has appointed a tip­
top committee to formulate the proposed amend­
ment and they will no doubt be searching the 
pages of our official magazine for any sugges­
tions that any of us can make.
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The Ideal Of Knighthood
BY C. JINARAJADASA

EVERY civilization that is truly great has 
an ideal of perfect manhood to offer to 
its youth. This ideal in India was called 

the ( ��������/  the warrior who preferred death 
to dishonor. In Japan it was the ���&���.  in 
Europe in the middle ages it was the ���������  
—“ Knight.”

! ����������  �� � ��&�� ���  �� � ��������1  —  
“ Knight, fearless and blameless”—what nobler 
title could anyone claim from posterity than 
this, which Chevalier won?

It is this ideal which is revived today in the 
Round Table, which is composed of boys and 
girls, and young men and young women who 
try to be noble. Can women also become 
Knights? Why not? If Chevalier is an Ideal, it 
is as much for women as for men. An ideal 
has no distinction of sex; it is for all. In the 
past, women have been perfect Kshattriyas, 
Samurai and Chevaliers.

What is it to be a Knight? To show in one’s 
conduct what Christ meant when He said, 
“ Love thy neighbor as thyself.”  For a Knight 
treats all as himself, raising each, however 
base, to his own high level of nobility. A Knight

cannot turn coward, though to do so might save 
his life. For more than life is honor. In business 
or games or love, a man may desire greatly a 
thing to which others have an equal right to 
desire; but his honor requires that he shall not 
put obstacles in their way to further his own 
advantage. To a knightly man or woman all 
is ���  “ fair in love and war.”  A Knight cannot 
act without shame by a lesser standard than 
his own knightly standard, though there may 
be none to see him or judge him. Starvation, 
suffering, death itself are less to him than 
loyalty to his ideal.

The true Knight is that youth or maid who 
has seen the beauty and glory of an ideal, and 
pledges himself or herself to it. It is hard, 
terribly hard, to be always true to the Ideal. 
We fail again and again. But He Who is the 
Perfect Knight of the Round Table, our Head, 
for Whom is the vacant chair in our ceremonies, 
will judge us, not by our failure, but by our 
having always been true in thought and aspira­
tion to our ideal, though we may have failed 
to be true to it in deed.

Never to turn our back on our Ideal— this 
is to be a true Knight of His Round Table.

THE PLACE OF MARS AND MERCURY IN THE "EARTH CHAIN”
�� �����&�%� ���� � ��	�  205)

or Mercury. If H. P. B. concentrated her 
attention on these, she was justified in saying 
that Mars and Mercury are no part of our 
scheme (so far, at least, as �&�  past is con­
cerned).

Of course, there is a wide divergence between 
H. P. B. and Mr. Sinnett. But could Mr. 
Sinnett have blundered badly on this important 
topic? If he did, how could the Master K. H. 
have given him this splendid testimonial?

>����� /  (Letter 82, pg. 392).
“ Be certain that, the few undetectable mis­

takes and omissions notwithstanding, your 8 �#
������ =&%%�� �  is the only right exposition—

however incomplete— of our Occult doctrine. 
You have made no cardinal, fundamental mis­
takes; and whatever may be given to you here­
after will not clash with a single sentence in 
your book but on the contrary will explain away 
any seeming contradictions.”

I suppose Theosophists will be divided on this 
matter “ to the end of time,”  until at least they 
can read the Akashic Records and see for them­
selves. It is a comfort to know that we shall all 
be Record-readers some day. Till then, I do 
not think we should erect a belief that Mars 
and Mercury belong to our Earth Chain into 
a Theosophical heresy. Not certainly if to some 
it “ seems to fit in better.”
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