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It is hard for me to put into words the
stirring enthusiasm that has come to me from
attending this Convention. These five days
have been like a big, happy family reunion.
I came practically a stranger, but when I said
good-bye today to those leaving promptly after
the close of the last session, I felt I was taking
leave of old friends — friends I had just not
seen for a long, long time.

As I entered the Olcott Estate Saturday
morning, July 20, the gateway, in its dignity
and beauty, bore a spirit of welcome. The trees,
the grass, all the beauty of the landscape in
sight as our car moved quietly up the driveway
toward the main building, seemed to breathe
out a spirit of welcome. And then when I
stepped on to the terrace and was greeted so
cordially by members of the Olcott Staff and by
other guests who had arrived earlier, I felt
so completely welcome, so at home, that I could
hardly believe I was not back home in Texas
instead of just arriving at a convention some
1300 miles away!

The spirit of Olcott to me is a spirit of
friendliness, joy and gladness; a spirit of peace,
beauty and love. And yet with it all, it is a
challenge to a more exciting adventure in living.

The Convention sessions have been to me
like revitalizing draughts from a deep, pure well
in a long sought and much needed oasis. The
addresses have been so inspirational, instructive
and thought provoking,” and yet with all, so
amusing and humorous and so untypically “con-
ventional” in their lack of rigidity and forced
pronouncements, that I dared not miss a single
one.

In these few days I have come to realize more
fully the depth of the meaning of the word
“Brotherhood;” the simplicity of the principles
leading to a more abundant life—a life of more
practical brotherhood. It was interesting to see
how the principle of tolerance stood so perfectly

the acid test given it in the very strong diversity

of opinion expressed in the session where present
social and economical problems of the world
were discussed.

This Convention has been a time of happiness
and joy and has aroused in me, through clarifi-
cation of some of the Theosophical ideals, a
keener sense of my responsibility as a member
of the Society—not only to myself as a potential
divine being, but to the world in which I live.
As I leave Olcott, I take with me a deeper in-
sight into the fine art of Theosophical living;
I take an inspiration and impetus to strive each
day for a conscious awareness of that basic
Life that uses every form, and the simple rules
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which are a means to that end; I take in my
heart a firmer resolution to give as best I can,
as 1 have received.

Mr. A. F. Knudsen:

Convention opened on Sunday. Numbers
were present. Numbers mean nothing. Goodwill
was there—kindliness, friendliness was in the
air. Members were meeting new members.
From afar they came. Cordiality was in every
voice, every gesture. Oldtimers met and talked
of 1896, of their first Convention in 1900, and
then met another generation whose first this
was. And how the marvel grew. How much
more “atmosphere” this Convention had than
the other—yet what an experience 1897 was at
Adyar, and 1900 at Chicago.

Nineteen hundred and forty—a year of “wars
and rumors of war,” yet a T. S. Convention in
America is a place of Peace. An official and a
non-official delegate from China. Costa Rica is
ably represented. Here is a group from Austria
that was. Poland is here too. And in the real
Americans we have all of Europe just a genera-
tion back. It is Humanity at work—humanism
and the Unity of Mankind that is here vocal.

There is but one Humanity on this planet
and so Brotherhood was the keynote as it al-
ways is, and brotherliness was the atmosphere
and the theme and the aura of Olcott both day
and night, all the time. It was there to meet us;
it pervaded us all; it encompassed each and all
of us who sojourned there for the day or session
or the Summer School. We each and all were
refreshed by it, and went home illumined by it
For verily Love Is Wisdom and Wisdom Is
Light, and only as we know “all men are
brothers” can we each and all be as human as
we should be. Thus where “two or three (hun-
dred) are gathered together” does Wisdom pene-
trate the carapace of self and awaken the gifts
of the spirit.

So many who went up to Olcott to hear ex-
planations of problems, came away happier and
inexplicably wiser and touched by the invisible
air of subtler worlds, and the “seed of Wisdom”
began to swell up for its sprouting.

It was Omito-Fu that promised the Qut-going
Fah that each would return safely. For the
Monad of man is eternal and cannot be lost;
for the Monad is Fah (Will) and is ever the
Divine in action.

Theosophy is not national nor racial nor is it
planetary—but it is universal. So we may be
sure that the souls of all men were cheered by
the days of Peace and Understanding that we—
if only a few hundreds—lived out together in
this glorious summer weather.
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THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT

(Continucd from Pags 171)

Publicity material that we are preparing for
the follow-up inquiries from the advertising
campaign that will be instituted this fall will
also serve admirably for use ih this radio work.

Turning to the financial aspects of our work:
the financial condition of the Society is now
steadily improving, It is only on this account
that the Board of Directors can make an appro-
priation of $2,000 for upbuilding the Society
and spreading into new and wider fields the
knowledge of Theosophy. Our reserves have in-
creased sufficiently to permit expenditures of
this nature and still be sure that the Society
can carry through any period of difficulty. The
danger point has passed and will not return if
we continue the support that we have so well
demonstrated our power to give. Further de-
velopments to build our strength and to do our
work I am sure will presently be possible.

During the year we have reduced our out-
standing bonds by $4,550.00, so that the total
obligation now stands at $28,700.00. We antici-
pate that this process of reduction can go steadi-
ly on and can be supplemented from time to
time from gifts and donations that I have
every reason to believe are in prospect in the
coming years. Several bequest and donation
arrangements have been worked out with mem-
bers, the benefit of which will accrue in future
years. The bond indebtedness has been brought
down to the point where it is no longer a cause
for very great concern to the Administration or
to the members, though it must continue to
have our attention annually and reductions each
year must be made.

Since the annual audit cannot be completed
so early in the fiscal year the balance sheet
and accounts cannot be presented at this time,
but they will in due course be audited and
published. It must suffice for the present to
say that a preliminary examination of the year’s
accounts indicates that we have no longer any
reason to be fearful of the future so far as
finances are concerned. This improvement has
been effected without appeals or campaigns.

During the year nine lodges were dissolved,
or amalgamated, and three new ones were
chartered, leaving the total of active lodges at
the end of the year at 143. The membership
figures include one lodge whose status in the
Section is still uncertain and for whom no dues
have been received. It has been felt that the

members of this lodge should not be dropped
from membership in this Section until the con-
clusion of their negotiations with Adyar and
their affiliation there.

During the past year The Theosophical Press
has distributed about 38,000 books and pam-
phlets, not including leaflets of the Publicity
Department. The new publications include two
children’s books of more than passing interest,
Rose Colored Glasses, by Miss Ruby Lorraine
Radford, and Mary Ellen Through the Ages, by
Mrs. Rona Morris Workman. As a preliminary
step in a program to make our books more
attractive to buyers, attractive new book jackets
have been printed and more are in prospect.

The Press Department has taken over from
Adyar full responsibility for all subscriptions
to The Theosophist in this country and urges
upon all members their increased support of
our international magazine that is a link be-
tween all the nations. For a number of months
at the opening of the war The Theosophist was
not delivered, but it is now reaching us regu-
larly and back numbers are already in this
country in bulk and will be distributed as soon
as released from the Customs’ Office.

The July issue of The Theosophist is an
American number, compiled from manuscripts
submitted by a large number of our members.
It is the second of these national numbers, the
first being that of New Zealand.

The Publicity Department, which under the
new advertising program may be consider-
ably extended, has efficiently followed up every
inquiry from whatever source and placed about
12,000 pamphlets in the hands of inquirers.
Some new members and reinstatements can be
directly traced to the activities of this depart-
ment and a number of inquirers have become
regular borrowers from the National Library.

Books have been placed in over a hundred
public libraries, in thirty-four prisons, and in
the libraries of thirty-two lodges that were in-
adequately supplied. Over a hundred books
have been supplied free of charge to study
groups and individuals who were unable to
purchase.

Over a period of five years this department
has canvassed the larger cities in every state and
in some states all cities of over one thousand
population, and books have been placed in all
the public libraries that would undertake to
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The Children’s Camp has been continued
under the efficient management of Mrs. Carla
Middlekauff and is being directed this year by
Mrs. Alyce Christensen. This project is intended
to give freedom to parents during Convention
and Summer School, and yet permit their
children to be near them.

The Young Theosophists ran into financial
difficulties and had to suspend publication of
their magazine until the subscription list could
be expanded. Y. T. Groups have been active in
Cincinnati, Buffalo, Baltimore, Atlanta, Seattle,
Lansing, Milwaukee, Chicago, and Detroit, how-
ever, and they have high hopes of resuming pub-
lication of The American Young Theosophist
this fall. The editor asks me to solicit your
support.

The Theosophical Order of Service, long in
the capable hands of Mr. Robert R. Logan, has
been reorganized by his successor, Captain
George N. Ragan. Mrs. Sallie Weis is his repre-
sentative here and will make a report.

During the year the President has requested
that every lodge appoint a Liaison Officer for
direct contact with Adyar, and a considerable
number of our lodges have followed his sugges-
tion. The war has somewhat interrupted direct
communication and Headquarters has assisted
in the distribution of the Adyar Letters, which
have been found of real interest and value in
those lodges who have cooperated in the plan.
We feel that no lodge should deny itself this
Adyar contact. Adyar desires it for itself
and it cannot but be useful to the lodge. Miss
Anita Henkel has been Liaison Officer for the
United States at Adyar.

Foremost among the additions to our Head-
quarters this year is the magnificent entrance
arch and pillars, donated by Mr. J. H. Mason
of Portland, Oregon. Designed by Mr. Claude
Bragdon, this is an imposing and architecturally
beautiful structure, and a fitting entrance to
Olcott. Tt will be officially dedicated within
our Convention program. We extend our grate-
ful thanks and appreciation to the thoughtful
and generous donor.

We also acknowledge generous gifts of valu-
able rugs from Mrs. Lillian Pierre, and pictures
and art objects from Miss Lucia McBride.

And not least do we appreciate the response
of those members who, upon the suggestion of
Miss Adelaide Wadsworth, have presented Head-
quarters with kitchen equipment to ease the
problem of Convention catering. We feel sure
that this thoughtful enterprise will in due time
be fully carried out.

Incidental publications of the year were the
1939 Convention Committee reports, which were
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distributed to each lodge. These took the same
form as the much appreciated New Year Week-
end Report of 1938-39. A similar 193940 week-
end was held at Headquarters to discuss our
work and a report of this conference appeared in
THE AMERICAN THEOSOPHIST.

The War—and After, by Mr. Jinarajadasa
was published and sent free to each member in
the Section. It has now been re-edited by the
author and a new edition is to be published
in response to a demand from members for
additional copies for non-member distribution.

It is right that I should mention here that
the term of Dr. Arundale as President of the
Society expires in 1941. To the gratification of
those who attended the last International Con-
vention, the President, at the request of some of
his friends, announced his willingness to stand
for re-election, and after consulting the Board
of Directors, and I am sure with the unanimous
approval of the members of this Section, I
have nominated him for re-election to his high
office. The Society is fortunate that in these
difficult times Dr. Arundale is willing to con-
tinue the task of leadership.

We are at the present time participating in
a local project, part of our property being loaned
for cultivation by the unemployed under the
auspices of the city of Wheaton and two nearby
communities for the production of vegetables
that the communites will presently can for
consumption by the under-nourished children
in their schools and those on relief.

I have been giving some consideration to the
responsibility of this Seciety toward lending a
helpful hand in the very great problem of war
stricken refugee members. It has not been pos-
sible to do much for no refugee can enter this
country except upon the personal guarantee and
affidavit of an individual to provide the refugee
with support if he is unable to support himself.
Only a few of our members have been in a posi-
tion to give such a guarantee and to back it up,
as the government requires, with evidence of
ability of fulfillment.

Out of donations for the purpose the Society
has sent $400.00 for the relief of our member
refugees in various European countries and has
supplemented this sum with 3500 from its
general funds. The need is tremendously great
and our Refugee Committee in England needs
all the help that we can extend to them for
furnishing food and clothing and transportation
to distressed refugee members in European
countries where in many cases they have had
to leave their homes with practically nothing of
their belongings with them.
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Krishnamurti Speaks

BY L. W. ROGERS

T 10:30 on Sunday morning, May 26, in
the Oak Grove at Ojai, Mr. J. Krishna-
murti, sitting Indian fashion on the ground
before an audience of some three hundred people,
began a discourse in such quiet tones that
several in the audience called “louder.” “Would
you hear better if I stand?” he asked, rising. He
remained standing for nearly an hour, including
the question period. Some friends expressed the
opinion that he looked weary or ill, but the
quiet tones in which he spoke may have been
responsible for conveying that impression.
Throughout the discourse there was no ex-
pression of the dynamic energy of speech that
so often characterized his addresses in earlier
years. That, however, may be due to the sub-
ject he discussed. It was very elementary occult-
ism. He began, as perhaps everybody present
was hoping he would, by a reference to the war;
but if anyone there expected a political or
economic treatment of the theme he was des-
tined to be disappointed. The war, he said, was
merely the outer expression of the inner wrong
conditions of the race; only when there was
peace within us would there be peace in the
outer world.
Mr. Krishnamurti said that he would talk of
the relationship of the Self to things, to other
people and to ideas, but in this first of the

seven or eight Sunday morning discourses he
did not go beyond the first point. He endeavored
to make it clear to the audience that one of
the major illusions is the undue value placed
upon things; that while we must, of course, have
food and clothing and other necessities, the
general tendency is to become so enslaved by
the accumulation of things that we miss the
real purpose of life, and that only by the most
strenuous effort to be alert is there any hope
of spiritual awakening.

It was a very friendly and sympathetic
audience, composed almost entirely of Theoso-
phists, and after adjournment I heard them
saying to each other that this was the most
practical and understandable of all of his dis-
courses they had heard. They must also have
been pleased by the entire absence of anything
critical in the discourse. While the bulk of
the audience was composed of the resident
Theosophists of Krotona and the members of
the many lodges of southern California, I saw
others from the northern California coast and
a few from eastern states. The addresses will
continue each Sunday morning (barring rain,
which is about one hundred percent improbable
in Southern California between May and
October) until the middle of July.

Karma Defined

HE best definition of karma I have ever
heard was given to me by a young Hindu
who had it from his Master. It was:

“Karma is the restoration of a primordial
equilibrium disturbed by the action of personal
free-will.”

This action may have been in an antecedent
life cycle and usually has reference to that, thus
involving the idea of reincarnation. But karma
operates just as inevitably within the compass
of a single life, for time itself is an illusion
of the personality, and the effect—karma—is
one with the cause—action. The young man’s
Master illustrated what he meant by his defini-
tion with one of those illuminating similies of
which Hindu religious literature has so many
fine examples. He said, in effect: If you disturb
by some action the water in a pail, waves will
be set up in concentric circles until arrested
and turned back by the rim of the containing

vessel—“The Ring Pass Not”—when the return-
ing waves will intersect with those set up by
the primal impulse and the two sets of waves
will interfere with and cancel one another un-
til the water in the pail is restored to the
original state of quiescence.

The more one thinks over this simple defini-
tion of karma the more revealing does it become.
The same natural law operates in the lives of
men as in a pail of water, but it operates on
another “plane”—that’s all. Karma is neither
evil nor goed, any more than is a fire, a hurricane,
or the action of the sun, the rain or the wind.
Man is endowed with free will because that is
a divine attribute but free will in the ignorant,
the arrogant, the prevatory, the self-centered
person produces a disharmony to which karma
is the natural and ordained corrective, because
by reversal it equilibrates.

— Craupe Bracpoon
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The Psychology of Joy

*  (The Fourth in a Series of Meditations)
BY ARTHUR M. COON

“Ye shall go out with joy and be lead forth with peace.”—Is. 55:12.

HE VALUE of any religion or philosophy
Tmust be measured by the extent to which

it has power to affect human lives. For
it must be conceded that living is the paramount
occupation of man; and religion, philosophy,
science and even art are valuable as they make
living more harmonious and purposeful and
contribute to a better understanding or a more
intelligent interpretation of life. There is an
art in living, as there is an art in music,
sculpture or dancing; and there are rules in that
art, to conform with which would be to make
one a master in the art of living, even as a
master sculptor or a master musician.

The vast majority of mankind passes through
life as though wandering aimlessly in a winding
labyrinth, forced to follow “willy-nilly” the
path marked out for him—too engaged in the
mere effort to keep going to worry about its
purpose or its goal. Any concept therefore which
will give to man a sense of direction and pur-
pose, which will kindle in his imagination the
fire of freedom and awaken the slumbering
powers of will and intellect within him—which,
in other words, will lift his vision above the
three dimensional walls of his labyrinth, will be
of the utmost value to him.

Likewise, what we have said about joy would
forever remain a mere exercise in words, did it
not possess the power of directing and altering
our lives. What has been said in the preceeding
meditations merely gives the basis or substance
for what might be said upon the psychological
aspect of the subject. For as the plant sends
down its roots to draw substance from the soil
that it may shoot forth its branches and leaves
for one purpose of unfolding its glory of color,
scent and form in the free air and sunshine; so
each individual who sends down his roots to
tap the source of joy within his own being will
open up his flower of happiness into the world
of daily living.

In their practical aspects, religion and psy-
chology are one—that is to say, forgetting for
the moment the miraculous or the occult, re-
ligion affects our lives through our thoughts
and emotions. The mind is the greatest con-
trolling factor in the art of living. The mind is,
to bring mechanics into our metaphor, a valve,

the turning of which taps that inexhaustible
reservoir of potentiality, allowing it to flow out-
ward to become an active creative energy in
every field of life. Yet, it is more than a “valve,”
for it has power in itself to conjure up from
these invisible sources that vital essence which
creates life’s flower.

The name of that vitalizing essence is “joy.”
Distinct from pleasure, which is a reaction,
and happiness, which is a result, joy is an
activating principle having its roots in the very
soil of being, Of its source and nature we
know from our former contemplations. Here
we consider its effects, its results, its blossoming.

Joy is more than a mental attitude. It is an
opening up of the mind to the realization of
a within-ness which is more real, more vital than
the sense of without-ness. “Ye shall go out with
joy, and be lead forth with peace.” Joy is a
“going out” quality; it is an expanding, outgoing
energy. Whatever it touches grows, expands,
blooms. It is the warm sunshine after rain.
It is the magic wand whose touch turns common
objects into gold. It is the consciousness of
becoming, of growing, the sense of moreness, of
giving, of overflowing. It is the magic mirror
which transforms drab environments and un-
pleasant circumstances of life into the likeness
of that Inner Kingdom.

What is this secret technique of joyous living?
Hundreds of volumes have been written on the
psychology of the mind and its effect upon
health, upon success, upon popularity and all
that goes to make what men call happiness.
Thousands of formulae have been given for the
demonstration of its principles, formulae whose
exaggerated promises leave only a trail of
disillusionment and sorrow. Yet one rule, of
all these thousands is worth remembering. How
simple in utterance, yet how utterly difficult
to put into practice—“A joyous attitude of
mind.”

Shakespeare put these pertinent words into
the mouth of Hamlet: “Assume a virtue, if
you have it not.” This might be transposed
for our purpose into, “Assume an attitude of
joyousness,” and though it may not always
spring from the heart, its patient and persistent

(Concluded on page 188)
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Azrael and the Indian Prince

“Al-Bazir! O Thou Seer! great and small The Djins and Angels, and saw A?rael
Live in Thy vision, which embraceth all” Fixing on him those awful searching eyes.

Were it one wasted seed of water-grass, “What name, I pray thee, wears yon messenger?”
Blown by the wind, or buried in the sand, So asked he of the king; and Solomon

He seeth and ordaineth if it live; Made answer, “It is Azrael, who calls
Were it a wild bee questing honey-buds, The souls of men” “He seemed,” whispered
He seeth if she find, and how she comes the prince, )

On busy winglets to her hollow tree. “To have an errand unto me;—bid now

The seeing of His eyes should not be told, That one among thy demon ministers

Though all the reeds in all the earth were cut Waft me, upon the swiftest wing that beats,
To writing-sticks, and all the seven seas To India, for I fear him.” Solomon

Were seven times multiplied, flowing with ink, Issued command, and a swift Djin sprang forth
And seventy Angels wrote. He beholds all Bearing the prince aloft, so that he came
Which was, or is, or will be: yea, with Him To Coromandel, ere the fruit—which fell

Is present vision of five secret things: Out of the fig—had touched the marble floor.

The Day of Judgment; and the times of rain; .

The child hid in the womb—its quickening, Thereupon Azrael said to Solomon,

And whether male or female;—what will fall “I looked thus earnestly upon the man
Tomorrow (as ye know what did befall In wonder, for my Lord spake, ‘Take his soul

Yesterday); and where every man shall die. In India’; yet behold he talked with thee
Here in Judeal Now, seel he hath gone

“Where every man shall die.” Al Beidhawi There where it was commanded he should die.”
Presenteth how there sate with Solomon Then followed Azrael. In that hour the prince
A prince of India, and there passed them by Died of a hurt, sitting in India.

Azrael, Angel of Death, on shadowy plumes; “With thee, Lord, be the time and place,

With great eyes gazing earnestly, as one So that we die in Thy dear grace.”
Who wonders, gazing. And, because the prince Sik EpwiN ArNoOLD
Sate with the king, he saw what the king saw, (From Pearls of the Faith.)

(The above was received from Mr. Jinarajadasa with a note stating
that the poem comes to his mind whenever he receives from his friends
expressions of their hope that he is not in the danger zone. Ed.)

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF JOY

(Continued from Page 186)

cultivation will in time make it a natural and “O saving victim opening wide
permanent attitude. The gates of heaven to earth below.”
.. . . . [ {3 L
The recognition of this law and its constant Let us substitute for the word “victim” the

word “victor,” and the lines come suddenly to
life with new meaning and power. They have
changed their polarity. As each becomes a
“victor” over himself, does he open up the
gates of heaven that earth may be flooded with

application will open up the flood gates of
heaven allowing that power and beauty which
are qualities of the self to transform our lives
and recreate our environment. Indeed we shall
have'c.:hanged the very polarity of our Per- its life giving waters. That gate is the mind!
sonahtles.. No longer the slave. and victim of Perhaps it was that gate which Jesus meant in
our environment, we become its master and ;s parable of the faithful servant, “Enter thou

creator. into the joy of thy Lord.” Thy Lord is thine
The lines of an old liturgical hymn run: own divine SELF.

r
o

This is the aim of all life; seek the spirit within thee; then thou art
sure. But seek thine own spirit; not that of another.
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Theosophy in the Field

Chela Lodge (Los Angeles) held a Chop
Suey dinner on June 25 at the home of Mrs.
Carol Grout, at which time Mr. L. W. Rogers
was present and gave words of encouragement.
On this occasion, also, the members bade bon
voyage to their retiring president and vice-
president. Although no meetings will be held
during the summer months the lodge plans to
meet regularly each month for a social hour.

Detroit Lodge: “During the month just
passed our lodge held two delightful parties.
The first was a somewhat belated, but none
the less hearty, welcoming party for our new
president, Mr. Edwin Lord. When Mr. Lord
became president in April we were unable to
welcome him properly due to his serious illness,
but at this time we made a special effort to
show him how happy we were to have him back
with us, both as president and member.

“The other party was a farewell supper for
the Wylie family, who have played such an
important part in our lodge during the past two
years. Following the supper there was com-
munity singing and reminiscences of members
‘who knew Sam when,’ all of which made the
evening one long to be remembered.”

Fellowship Lodge (Chicago) celebrated
its first year of work by a party on June 27.
About thirty members were present and all
joined in the games planned and lead by Miss
Phyllis Harry. Delicious cake and ice cream
was served by Mrs. Schallerer and “A good time
was had by all.”

Heracles Lodge (Chicago) has had a most
interesting and successful year. The program,
based on the Theosophy is the Newt Step
Campaign, was planned and executed by Mrs.
Helena Hardcastle, with all the members taking
part from time to time. The T. O. S. work has
many faithful adherents and a lecture by Mrs.
Ava Boman, of Oak Park Lodge, drew a large
crowd of strangers.

“Miss Alice Green transcribed seven The-
osophical books into Braille, and then, feeling
Red Cross work to be more urgent, knitted
five pairs of socks. This work is being carried
on by other members also, four Heracles mem-
bers having started to do Red Cross work early
in September. A Healing Group was started,
which now has been enlarged to take in mem-
bers from other lodges.”

Lansing Lodge writes: “Our Young Peo-
ple’s Group meets every Monday evening, Major
LeRoy Gardner being the instructor. We have
seven regular members and new faces appear
every meeting. We are studying First Principles
of Theosophy, by Mr. C. Jinarajadasa.

“During the summer season our classes will
include an open class on every Wednesday
evening. Some of the members insisted that
this class be continued even through the warmer
months.”

Maryland Lodge writes that Mr. L. W.
Rogers gave a series of interesting and instruc-
tive lectures during the past year, and that the
class conducted by Mr. Thomas Pond has con-
tinued into its eighteenth consecutive year. A
Young Theosophist Group has been organized
and seems to be going forward in a very promis-
ing manner, the average attendance being about
twenty.

Paterson Lodge received six new mem-
bers during the past season and reinstated one
member on their rolls. The Liaison Officer
writes: “We have a lovely little lodge room,
which holds about fifty people, all new chairs
and we keep one corner for our library, where
we have a table and a good many books. We
had our first social on May 24, and on June 23
a picnic was held at the country home of Mr.
Ferdinand at Campcaw.

Tulsa Lodge: “We are organizing a group
of Theosophical workers to sew for the Red
Cross, meeting in the lodge room on each Friday
and Saturday afternoons. So far we have made
several infant’s dresses and begin two dozen
baby saques this afternoon. We enjoy the work
and feel that it is just another way to apply
and make practical our Theosophy. Then, too,
the publicity it receives in the papers helps the
lodge.”

The Michigan Federation

“In her program for the Michigan Federation,
which was held at ‘Wood Villa,” the country
home of Misses Luella and Maud Jessup in
Grand Rapids, on June 23, our president, Mrs.
Golda Stretch had promised surprises. No one
knew what to expect beyond a pot-luck picnic
dinner, which was served buffet style in the
living room around a grate fire because of a
drenching rain. The rain did not dampen the

(Concluded on Page 192)
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Full credit should go to Mrs. Lohr, Mrs.
Stretch, Mrs. Sherry, Mrs. Lennon and Mr. Pear-
son for this fine achievement, which has come
after six months of pioneering effort to bring
Theosophy to Mount Clemens.

Dr. O. F. E. von Hoya

It is with great love and devotion that we pay
this tribute to our beloved brother and friend,
Dr. Otto Ferdinand Emil von Hoya, who has
passed into a fuller and freer life than this.
We who have known and loved him regret his
departure from among us.

His qualities were not so much of the person-
ality as of the soul — that imperishable part of
him which was ever evolving towards perfec-
tion — they were qualities which he had builded
into himself by effort, by struggle, by con-
flict, joys and sorrows.

It is interesting to note that he had been a
Theosophist for forty years, during which time
he organized the Milwaukee Lodge. His mem-
bership diploma was signed personally by
H. P. Blavatsky.

— OLIVE REICHERT

T. O. S. Appointments

Mr. George N. Ragan announces the follow-
ing recent appointments to T. O. S. Offices:

Mrs. Alice F. Kiernan, Head Brother of the
Middle Atlantic Federation; Mrs. Helen Helms,
Head Brother of the St. Louis Branch; Mrs.
Myrtle Cromwell, Head Brother of the Right
Citizenship Division of the World Peace Depart-
ment.

THE AMERICAN THEOSOPHIST

Arthur J. Page
Another valuable member has been lost to
Pittsburgh Lodge through the passing of Arthur
J. Page on May 26. Mr. Page was a long and
faithful member and was most zealous in his
efforts to promote the welfare of the Lodge. He
was an indefatigable student of both Theosophy
and Astrology and a source of endless informa-
tion. He will be greatly missed.
—-Samee R. WabpELL

To Those Who Mourn Club
Shipments of booklets from June 16 to July

15:
Georgia .....iiiiiiiiii i 100
Hawail ......cootiiiiiiiiiinaannnnns 12
IMlinois «.ovvvvvrriee i i eeenaeaas 100
MeEXICO v.'ivviirinnnereennnenaanaanns 5
New York .....cooiiiiiiiiiiiiinnann, 300
() 71+ YA 5
Oregon .......coovviivniinviinnnnnnnnn 1
Wyoming .........oovviiiiiiiiiininnn. 6
Total .....oiiiiii i e 529

Born

To Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Knight, Detroit Lodge, a daughter,
Sheila Grace, on June 26th.

Deaths

Mrs. Elizabeth Brady, Buffalo Lodge, June 1940.

Mrs. Mary S. Hegler, National Member, July 22ad.

Mrs. Clara S. Henderson, National Member, June 18th.
Mrs. Maric Miller Johnson, Los Angeles Lodge, recently.
Mr. Arthur J. Page, Pittsburgh Lodge, May 26th.

Dr. Otto F. von Hoya, Detroit Lodge, June 27th.

Marriage

Miss Doris Ellen Hannum and Mr. Robert Benardeau, both of
Tulsa Lodge, June 19th.

THEOSOPHY IN THE FIELD

(Continued from Page 190)

spirits of the sixty-seven who attended, however.

“Miss Mary K. Neff was one of the surprises.
She gave a stimulating talk on the influence of
Theosophy today in the world of thought. Mrs.
Stretch then handed a series of miscellaneous
questions to various ones in the group and
asked them to get up and discuss them. It was
highly informal, spontaneous, and lively—and
punctuated with timely remarks from Miss Neff.
It was one of the most inspiring federation
meetings we have ever had. The sun came out

late in the afternoon in time for the guests to
enjoy the lovely grounds of Wood Villa before
leaving for home.”

The Middle Atlantic Federation

At the annual meeting of the Middle Atlantic
Federation, which was held this year in Balti-
more over the week-end of June 15-16, the fol-
lowing new officers were elected:

Mrs. Pearle B. DeHoff, President; Mr. Victor
Russell, Vice-President; Miss Virginia McAllis-
ter, Secretary.

e
&)

It is not that Theosophy is a science, but that its application is. The-
osophy is a knowledge of the ultimate essence of everything in Nature.
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The Soul of the Universe, by Gustav Stromberg.
Published by David McKay Company, Phila-
delphia, Pa. Price $2.00.
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The Shadow of Atlantis, by Col. A. Braghine.
Published by E. P. Dutton and Co., New York
City. Price $3.50.
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The Essential Unity of All Religions, by Bhaga-
van Das. Published by The Kashi Vidya-Pitha,
Benares, 1939. Price $2.50.
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Life As Carola, by Joan Grant. Published by

Harper & Brothers, New York and London,
1940. Price $2.50.
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8 Blavatsky.






