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of this unified spirit of us attending Convention 
was not to pat himself on the back for being 
a part of such a modern progressive world, but 
to jack himself up seriously to a new evaluation 
of the achievements of that world. He sensed 
in the hours of sitting under the willows, and 
stirring wonderously within at the glow of sun­
set, the primary lessons of nature, that good 
seed, wherever sown, inevitably brings forth 
good fruit; that all changes in seasons, cycles 
and forms of life, come naturally, slowly and 
painfully; and that firm rooting, beautiful color­
ing and graceful growth, result from the proper 
relationship of all natural elements one to the 
other —  their cooperation and dedication to the 
beauty and usefulness of the Whole.

This Being, who was Us, felt deeply in his 
soul, the truth of His Theosophy, and knew that 
in a struggling world it alone brought Peace 
amidst confusion, it alone was clear, and in the 
crumbling debris of cities and the dying, it alone 
stood firm and high with life and hope. For it 
was not built on thrones nor spoken of in secret, 
nor propagated with brutality and force. It 
lives in passing things — a changing spirit, 
dwelling in many changing forms.

He knew that one hand, lifted in service, 
might disintegrate in physical death, but that 
the tenderness of its touch and the skill of its 
creating would be preserved eternally in the 
flowering earth and air and hearts of men and 
animals who can remember. He knew, listening 
to the voices of the men who live and move 
and have their being in an utter sacrifice to this 
great work speaking in the closing benediction, 
that one voice, rising in a plea for justice, or 
ringing out with a message of Truth shall travel 
farther over wind and space on earth than ten 
low wails or twenty silent tongues.

He moved from the tent on winged feet out 
to a waiting world, his hands outstretched to 
every living creature and his eyes intent on 
heaven and all its height, as he remembered 
Bacon’s words: “ Teach me to need no help from 
other men, that I may help such men as need.”
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Olcott is the official home of The Theosophical 

Society —  but that is not all. Olcott is a nur­
sery of Theosophical aspiration and the home 
of the “ clan.”

If you think that in your present incarnation 
you have had to endure more than your share 
of rough weather then come to the Convention 
and you will find respite.

As you turn from Main Street through the 
stately archway and enter the estate of The

Theosophical Society you leave kama loka 
behind and in front of you is a miniature 
devachan with much to see and much to learn. 
You need not worry about your inferiority com­
plex. The brethren you meet have a smile for 
you and think of you and themselves as the 
gardner who “ while he buds his tree, sees both 
flower and fruit the future years adoring.”  
They do not say this aloud, but you feel it 
said just the same.

Then you take a stroll over the grounds. 
The trees, the flowers, the shrubs seem, too, to 
greet you with their welcome.

Maybe by this time you feel like sitting down 
on one of the benches in the Bird Sanctuary. 
Perhaps you will take in the picture as a whole; 
then notice the flowers peeping up between the 
rocks and mosses, the trickling of a tiny stream 
on its way to a tiny pool and the grand willows 
in the background with their millions of leaves 
shivering in the breeze. Then the statue of 
St. Francis. His spirit seems to brood over the 
garden, calling across the centuries to awaken 
nobility in our own selves.

Then there are the intellectual and ascetic 
enjoyments —  songs, music, dancing, art and 
the spirit of youthfulness. Olcott is a miniature 
devachan.
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Did you ever work up such expectation and 

enthusiasm over some coming event that you 
found yourself all let down and disappointed 
when the event occurred? Well, I can assure 
you that if such a “ coming event”  is ever your 
first Theosophical Convention at Olcott, you 
will not be let down or disappointed! Regard­
less of how high your expectations are built up, 
it is simply impossible to build them high 
enough to surpass, or even reach, the heights to 
which such a Convention can take you —  I 
know, for I have just had that experience.

Conventions of any sort had never had any 
particular appeal to me, but shortly after be­
coming a member of The Theosophical Society 
this spring (having had my first introduction 
to Theosophy but a few months before), my 
interest in attending the 54th Annual Conven­
tion of The Theosophical Society in America 
was aroused by news items in T h e  A m e r i c a n  

T h e o s o p h i s t  and by the enthusiastic comments 
of fellow members who had attended such meet­
ings in previous years and had become Con­
vention “ addicts.”  Then I came, I saw and 
was conquered!
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Publicity material that we are preparing for 
the follow-up inquiries from the advertising 
campaign that will be instituted this fall will 
also serve admirably for use in this radio work.

Turning to the financial aspects of our work: 
the financial condition of the Society is now 
steadily improving. It is only on this account 
that the Board of Directors can make an appro­
priation of ?2,000 for upbuilding the Society 
and spreading into new and wider fields the 
knowledge of Theosophy. Our reserves have in­
creased sufficiently to permit expenditures of 
this nature and still be sure that the Society 
can carry through any period of difficulty. The 
danger point has passed and will not return if 
we continue the support that we have so well 
demonstrated our power to give. Further de­
velopments to build our strength and to do our 
work I am sure will presently be possible.

During the year we have reduced our out­
standing bonds by $4,550.00, so that the total 
obligation now stands at $28,700.00. We antici­
pate that this process of reduction can go steadi­
ly on and can be supplemented from time to 
time from gifts and donations that I  have 
every reason to believe are in prospect in the 
coming years. Several bequest and donation 
arrangements have been worked out with mem­
bers, the benefit of which will accrue in future 
years. The bond indebtedness has been brought 
down to the point where it is no longer a cause 
for very great concern to the Administration or 
to the members, though it must continue to 
have our attention annually and reductions each 
year must be made.

Since the annual audit cannot be completed 
so early in the fiscal year the balance sheet 
and accounts cannot be presented at this time, 
but they will in due course be audited and 
published. It must suffice for the present to 
say that a preliminary examination of the year’s 
accounts indicates that we have no longer any 
reason to be fearful of the future so far as 
finances are concerned. This improvement has 
been effected without appeals or campaigns.

During the year nine lodges were dissolved, 
or amalgamated, and three new ones were 
chartered, leaving the total of active lodges at 
the end of the year at 143. The membership 
figures include one lodge whose status in the 
Section is still uncertain and for whom no dues 
have been received. It has been felt that the

members of this lodge should not be dropped 
from membership in this Section until the con­
clusion of their negotiations with Adyar and 
their affiliation there.

During the past year The Theosophical Press 
has distributed about 38,000 books and pam­
phlets, not including leaflets of the Publicity 
Department. The new publications include two 
children’s books of more than passing interest, 
� ���� ��#����� @#&����*  by Miss Ruby Lorraine 
Radford, and �&�%� �##��� �����(�� ���� 	(��*  by 
Mrs. Rona Morris Workman. As a preliminary 
step in a program to make our books more 
attractive to buyers, attractive new book jackets 
have been printed and more are in prospect.

The Press Department has taken over from 
Adyar full responsibility for all subscriptions 
to ���� �����������  in this country and urges 
upon all members their increased support of 
our international magazine that is a link be­
tween all the nations. For a number of months 
at the opening of the war ���� �����������  was 
not delivered, but it is now reaching us regu­
larly and back numbers are already in this 
country in bulk and will be distributed as soon 
as released from the Customs' Office.

The July issue of ���� �����������  is an 
American number, compiled from manuscripts 
submitted by a large number o f our members. 
It is the second of these national numbers, the 
first being that of New Zealand.

The Publicity Department, which under the 
new advertising program may be consider­
ably extended, has efficiently followed up every 
inquiry from whatever source and placed about
12,000 pamphlets in the hands of inquirers. 
Some new members and reinstatements can be 
directly traced to the activities of this depart­
ment and a number of inquirers have become 
regular borrowers from the National Library.

Books have been placed in over a hundred 
public libraries, in thirty-four prisons, and in 
the libraries of thirty-two lodges that were in­
adequately supplied. Over a hundred books 
have been supplied free of charge to study 
groups and individuals who were unable to 
purchase.

Over a period of five years this department 
has canvassed the larger cities in every state and 
in some states all cities of over one thousand 
population, and books have been placed in all 
the public libraries that would undertake to
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We have also had appeals from members in 
Europe who wish to find temporary homes for 
their children in this country, and we have 
recently sent letters to a number of members 
whom we hope can cooperate in this project.

Some thought has been given to taking such 
children into Headquarters and there making a 
home for them for the duration of the war. To 
do so would require that capable and experienced 
members volunteer their services at Head­
quarters to provide the mothering care, and 
that a school be established with personnel to 
continue the children’s education. These young­
sters are the future Theosophists, brought up 
amidst the ideals of Theosophy and generally 
as vegetarians. They need special care; they 
are of the type upon which the future depends.

It is not immediately likely that our own 
country will be at war, yet it is impossible to 
predict the turn of events amid present world 
chaos. We need, therefore, to give consideration 
not only to the problems of those who are 
victims of the war in Europe, but to our 
responsibility and the course of action that 
we as a Society should take in the event that 
war reaches this country also. We as a Society 
stand for a great universal principle and owning 
this beautiful Headquarters and grounds we 
could not go on in the even tenor of our way. 
We, too, and our facilities, ought in an emer­
gency to become available to play a practical 
part.

This represents the report that the By-Laws 
require that I as your National President shall 
make to you. It is a report of the past year 
and of plans made for the future. But planning 
alone will not build that future. It is but one

element in creating it. The best of plans, how­
ever wisely conceived, can succeed only through 
the enthusiasm of individual members working 
unitedly in the lodges and federations through­
out the Section. Because this principle has 
been recognized by many, during the past year 
we have achieved in some measure, but much 
greater accomplishment is within our capacity. 
I am sure we shall unitedly work to make our 
Society strong that Theosophy may shed a 
still brighter light among men.

Planning well, working wholeheartedly and 
applying Theosophy practically to our own indi­
vidual lives and contacts and relationships, we 
cannot fail.

H. P. B. who was very near and very dear 
to the Elder Brethren, tells what is needed of 
us and how through us Theosophy can achieve 
an ever increasing influence:

“ First, by studying and comprehending the 
Theosophical doctrines, so that they may teach 
others, especially the young people. Secondly, 
by taking every opportunity of talking to others 
and explaining to them what Theosophy is and 
what it is not; by removing misconceptions 
and spreading an interest in the subject Thirdly, 
by assisting in circulating our literature, by 
buying books when they have the means, by 
lending and giving them and by inducing their 
friends to do so. Fourthly, by defending the 
Society from the unjust aspersions cast upon it 
by every legitimate device in their power. 
Fifthly, and most important of all, by the ex­
ample of their own lives.”

We need no higher or greater example for 
our guidance.

DEDICATION OF ENTRANCE ARCH
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upward way. Through long years of weary 
labor, years of hardship, poverty and pain, 
years of sturdy conflict, years of heroic battle, 
they re-proclaimed the deathless truth of man’s 
immortal life.

Their work and their constancy give us a 
splendid example of the true spirit of Theosophy 
— the spirit of unfaltering sacrifice and unwaver­
ing devotion. So must our own lives be spent, 
that the purpose for which we came may be 
fulfilled; for we came only to build on the 
foundation they laid, to organize, to toil and 
teach, and pass beyond. But from our lives 
and work will grow a light that shall finally 
banish the last doubt and fear of the human race 
and fill the world with peace and joy.

With the invincible courage of our august

Founders may we face the future! The night 
that now appears to be closing upon humanity 
is black indeed. Not since the Middle Ages 
have tolerance and liberty been in such deadly 
peril. But nobody better than the Theosophist 
knows that it will be but a passing horror. 
The greatest of all great truths is that evil 
is temporary and righteousness eternal. The steel 
and stone in this gateway is but the outward 
expression of a mightier power than frail human 
thought can comprehend. The captains of mili­
tary might may strut, “ clothed in a little brief 
authority,”  until the accumulated karma of many 
nations has been cancelled in suffering and 
humiliation, but the Captain of Captains holds 
them all within the hollow of His hand.
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The Psychology o f Joy
(The Fourth in a Series of Meditations)

BY ARTHUR M. COON

D ��� ��&##� (�� ���� '���� E�%� &��� "�� #�&�� ������ '���� ��&���F — ���� GG�#!�

r i  *HE VALUE of any religion or philosophy
I  must be measured by the extent to which 

it has power to affect human lives. For 
it must be conceded that living is the paramount 
occupation of man; and religion, philosophy, 
science and even art are valuable as they make 
living more harmonious and purposeful and 
contribute to a better understanding or a more 
intelligent interpretation of life. There is an 
art in living, as there is an art in music, 
sculpture or dancing; and there are rules in that 
art, to conform with which would be to make 
one a master in the art of living, even as a 
master sculptor or a master musician.

The vast majority of mankind passes through 
life as though wandering aimlessly in a winding 
labyrinth, forced to follow “ willy-nilly”  the 
path marked out for him— too engaged in the 
mere effort to keep going to worry about its 
purpose or its goal. Any concept therefore which 
will give to man a sense of direction and pur­
pose, which will kindle in his imagination the 
fire of freedom and awaken the slumbering 
powers of will and intellect within him— which, 
in other words, will lift his vision above the 
three dimensional walls of his labyrinth, will be 
of the utmost value to him.

Likewise, what we have said about joy  would 
forever remain a mere exercise in words, did it 
not possess the power of directing and altering 
our lives. What has been said in the preceeding 
meditations merely gives the basis or substance 
for what might be said upon the psychological 
aspect of the subject For as the plant sends 
down its roots to draw substance from the soil 
that it may shoot forth its branches and leaves 
for one purpose of unfolding its glory of color, 
scent and form in the free air and sunshine; so 
each individual who sends down his roots to 
tap the source of joy within his own being will 
open up his flower of happiness into the world 
of daily living.

In their practical aspects, religion and psy­
chology are one— that is to say, forgetting for 
the moment the miraculous or the occult, re­
ligion affects our lives through our thoughts 
and emotions. The mind is die greatest con­
trolling factor in the art of living. The mind is, 
to "bring mechanics into our metaphor, a valve,

the turning of which taps that inexhaustible 
reservoir of potentiality, allowing it to flow out­
ward to become an active creative energy in 
every field of life. Yet, it is more than a “ valve,”  
for it has power in itself to conjure up from 
these invisible sources that vital essence which 
creates life’s flower.

The name of that vitalizing essence is “ joy.”  
Distinct from pleasure, which is a reaction, 
and happiness, which is a result, joy  is an 
activating principle having its roots in the very 
soil of being. Of its source and nature we 
know from our former contemplations. Here 
we consider its effects, its results, its blossoming.

Joy is more than a mental attitude. It is an 
opening up of the mind to the realization of 
a within-ness which is more real, more vital than 
the sense of without-ness. “ Ye shall go out with 
joy, and be lead forth with peace.”  Joy is a 
“ going out”  quality; it is an expanding, outgoing 
energy. Whatever it touches grows, expands, 
blooms. It is the warm sunshine after rain. 
It is the magic wand whose touch turns common 
objects into gold. It is the consciousness of 
becoming, of growing, the sense of moreness, of 
giving, of overflowing. It is the magic mirror 
which transforms drab environments and un­
pleasant circumstances of life into the likeness 
of that Inner Kingdom.

What is this secret technique of joyous living? 
Hundreds of volumes have been written on the 
psychology of the mind and its effect upon 
health, upon success, upon popularity and all 
that goes to make what men call happiness. 
Thousands of formulae have been given for the 
demonstration of its principles, formulae whose 
exaggerated promises leave only a trail of 
disillusionment and sorrow. Yet one rule, of 
all these thousands is worth remembering. How 
simple in utterance, yet how utterly difficult 
to put into practice— “ A joyous attitude of 
mind.”

Shakespeare put these pertinent words into 
the mouth of Hamlet: “ Assume a virtue, if 
you have it not.”  This might be transposed 
for our purpose into, “ Assume an attitude of 
joyousness,”  and though it may not always 
spring from the heart, its patient and persistent
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IF IT  were possible for me to live this life 
again I would live it exactly as I have done 
for the simple reason that, given the same 

ancestry and environment to the same ego, I 
should not be able to do otherwise. But if I, 
an individual arrived at a certain stage of 
sensitiveness and understanding, were permitted 
to take up my life in full consciousness, I should 
proceed to develop the poetical capacity that I 
had attained in my previous life and try to 
write poetry combining the artistic distinction 
of Yeats with the spiritual aspiration of Tagore 
and A. E. and the idealistic enthusiasm of 
Shelley.

As an eternal essential to the highest and 
fullest creative expression, I should early recog­
nize the Beloved Companion, and at about 
twenty-four we should take up again, with 
increased wisdom and capacity and greater 
understanding, the old effort of our previous 
collaboration, which in that life I had put into 
the phrase:

“ Crowding the ways, where human sorrow 
■pleads,

With generations of exalted deeds.”
In this effort we should identify ourselves 

with all causes having as their aim the improve­
ment of life conditions in order that the true 
nature of humanity should have full opportunity 
of expressing itself. But our immediate service 
would be given, as before, to activities making 
for the purification of the outer instruments 
of the inner life— of the body by food and drink

innocent of slaughter and free from stimulants 
and narcotics; of the mind by the fuller realiza­
tion and practice of the unity of life and the 
interdependence of its forms, human, sub-human 
and super-human; of the emotions by allegiance 
to the noblest personalities and their achieve­
ments, and by the embodiment of the finest 
intuitions and impulses in art forms; and of 
the dynamic nature by the organization of life 
on a basis of mutual reverence and service.

Having in my previous life (as my inner 
memory would inform me and my outer mind 
would verify by reference to certain books 
published over my previous name and preserved 
in various libraries) formulated a scheme of 
education considerably in advance of educational 
thought and practice, I should leave to others 
the work of educational administration, but 
retain my enthusiasm and joy in the exposition 
of the real significance of high poetry and art.

But because in my previous life I had realized 
that all outer phases of life proceed from the 
creative imagination, and that on its quality 
depends the quality of all besides, I should 
devote myself more largely than to anything 
else to the creation of poetical drama, in which 
I should personalize not only my own life- 
experience and reflection, but intimations of 
reality from the heart and mind of the universe, 
and thus give to my new generation a means 
of enlarging, both as participants and spectators, 
their own capacity to apprehend and enjoy the 
affluence of glory, beauty and love that is their 
true but unclaimed inheritance.

A DAY OF JUDGMENT
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  172)

which the wrong-doing of the world has added 
to their own inherent maleficence.

But the Forces of Good must receive all pos­
sible strengthening, and nations and individuals 
alike must become afire with burning ardor 
to guard from destruction all that stands for 
happiness of living.

May no nation, no individual, remain deaf 
to the desperate Call of Civilization already 
in extremis, nor offer but a convenient measure 
of assistance. Such is the straight way down into 
darkness. Those who thus turn their backs 
upon the Light in its dire need will themselves

cry out for Light in their dire need, and there 
shall be no answer but darkness.

Who are for the Victory that shall be? Who 
will strive for it with all their hearts, happy 
in any sacrifice which shall make Victory come 
the sooner? Who are there throughout the world 
who know they have been born into the world 
to become warriors for Righteousness at such 
a time as this?

Blessed indeed are they, for they shall help 
to roll away the darkness from the world and in 
them there shall be no darkness at all, neither 
shadow of turning. —  $ ����� � S. � �# � � �  � 	
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Full credit should go to Mrs. Lohr, Mrs. 
Stretch, Mrs. Sherry, Mrs. Lennon and Mr. Pear­
son for this fine achievement, which has come 
after six months of pioneering effort to bring 
Theosophy to Mount Clemens.

Dr. O. F. E. .���� �%&  
It is with great love and devotion that we pay 

this tribute to our beloved brother and friend, 
Dr. Otto Ferdinand Emil von Hoya, who has 
passed into a fuller and freer life than this. 
We who have known and loved him regret his 
departure from among us.

His qualities were not so much of the person­
ality as of the soul —  that imperishable part of 
him which was ever evolving towards perfec­
tion —  they were qualities which he had builded 
into himself by effort, by struggle, by con­
flict, joys and sorrows.

It is interesting to note that he had been a 
Theosophist for forty years, during which time 
he organized the Milwaukee Lodge. His mem­
bership diploma was signed personally by 
H. P. Blavatsky.

—  Olive R eichert

T. O. S. 	������$����  
Mr. George N. Ragan announces the follow­

ing recent appointments to T. O. S. Offices: 
Mrs. Alice F. Kieman, ��&�� 6������� ��� ���  

����#�� 	�#&����� 2����&����C  Mrs. Helen Helms, 
��&�� 6������� ��� ���� ���� ;����� 6�&���C  Mrs. 
Myrtle Cromwell, ��&�� 6������� � �� ���� ��(��  
����-�������0�.������ ��� ���� +��#����&���0��&��)
$����

	�����  J. �&(�
Another valuable member has been lost to 

Pittsburgh Lodge through the passing of Arthur
J. Page on May 26. Mr. Page was a long and 
faithful member and was most zealous in his 
efforts to promote the welfare of the Lodge. He 
was an indefatigable student of both Theosophy 
and Astrology and a source of endless informa­
tion. He will be greatly missed.

— Saidee R. W addell

To ������+����������#�"
Shipments of booklets from June 16 to July

IS:
Georgia ...........................................................  100
Hawaii .............................................................  12
Illinois ...............................................................  100
Mexico .............................................................  S
New York .......................................................  300
Ohio .................................................................. 5
Oregon .............................................................  1
Wyoming .........................................................  6

Total ...........................................................  529

6���
To Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Knight, Detroit Lodge, a daughter, 

Sheila Grace, on June 26th.

0�&���
Mrs. Elizabeth Brady, Buffalo Lodge, June 1940.
Mrs. Mary S. Hegler, National Member, July 22nd.
Mrs. Clara S. Henderson, National Member, June 18th.
Mrs. Marie Miller Johnson, Los Angeles Lodge, recently.
Mr. Arthur J. Page, Pittsburgh Lodge, May 26th.
Dr. Otto F. von Hoya, Detroit Lodge, June 27th.

�&���&(�
Miss Doris Ellen Hannum and Mr. Robert Benardeau, both of 

Tulsa Lodge, June 19th.

THEOSOPHY IN THE FIELD
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spirits of the sixty-seven who attended, however.
“ Miss Mary K. Neff was one of the surprises. 

She gave a stimulating talk on the influence of 
Theosophy today in the world of thought. Mrs. 
Stretch then handed a series of miscellaneous 
questions to various ones in the group and 
asked them to get up and discuss them. It was 
highly informal, spontaneous, and lively—and 
punctuated with timely remarks from Miss Neff. 
It was one of the most inspiring federation 
meetings we have ever had. The sun came out

late in the afternoon in time for the guests to 
enjoy the lovely grounds of Wood Villa before 
leaving for home.”

��������#��	�#&�����2����&����  
At the annual meeting of the Middle Atlantic 

Federation, which was held this year in Balti­
more over the week-end of June 15-16, the fol­
lowing new officers were elected:

Mrs. Pearle B. DeHoff, ���������C  Mr. Victor 
Russell, J���7���������C  Miss Virginia McAllis­
ter, ������&�%�

It is not that Theosophy is a science, but that its application is. The­
osophy is a knowledge of the ultimate essence of everything in Nature.
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The Soul of the Universe, by Gustav Stromberg. 
Published by David McKay Company, Phila­
delphia, Pa. Price $2.00.

This book is a brave pioneer of progressive 
thought in the scientific world. Dr. Stromberg 
has supplemented his familiar fields of astron­
omy, mathematics and physics with embryology 
in order to present conclusive evidence for his 
thesis. While it suffers somewhat in translation 
from the Swedish, one feels one is witnessing 
the triumphant birth of a new idea, in spite of 
the labored medium of words.

One is transplanted into an “ immaterial”  
world not subject to the well-known laws of 
physics because it is beyond time-space limita­
tions (mass). He cites gravitational, magnetic, 
and electrical fields as evidence of structural 
properties for these non-living (inorganic) 
“ sources.”  And he proposes corresponding struc­
tural “ entities,”  genies, as living “ sources.”

His outstanding contribution is the idea that 
soul, will, memory, and goodness are all living, 
indestructable sources. Further, just as these 
are a part of the structure of Cosmos, they re­
flect this universal state in us. “ The universe 
is ONE,” he says. He also suggests reincarnation 
as a possible way of soul development.

It is a stimulating book for the student who 
is trying to bridge the gap between modern sci­
ence and Theosophy, a gap which is decreasing 
enormously.

V.E .

The Shadow of Atlantis, by Col. A. Braghine. 
Published by E. P. Dutton and Co., New York 
City. Price $3.50.

This latest contribution to the multitudinous 
literature of Atlantis (according to the author 
the bibliography consists of more than 25,000 
volumes) is a curious mixture of bad and very 
good. In his introduction Col. Braghine ex­
pressly rejects the works concerning Atlantis 
by “ such authors as H. P. Blavatsky, Scott 
Elliott and Leadbeater as more or less success­
ful fiction,”  and then sets out zealously to prove 
that most of what they have said is true.

His method is exasperating in the extreme. 
He assumes the existence of Atlantis as a fact, 
and then cites practically everything that any-

one has ever written or imagined about At­
lantis, from the precession of the equinoxes on 
down, as proof. There is much that is irrele­
vant, and it is all more or less jumbled together. 
The lack of chapter headings adds to the con­
fusion.

On the other hand, the information with re­
gard to archeological and anthropological dis­
coveries, especially in South America, constitute 
a valuable contribution, that connects through 
Atlantis with Egypt in a surprising and convinc­
ing manner. Herein lies the real importance of 
the book, which, for all its defects, is inter­
esting reading. The illustrations are illuminating.

A. M. C.

The Essential Unity of All Religions, by Bhaga- 
van Das. Published by The Kashi Vidya-Pitha, 
Benares, 1939. Price $2.50.

Of this book Tagore wrote as follows:
“ Your work on Universal Religion has a pro­

found significance for suffering humanity to­
day . . .  It was greatly needed to reveal the 
fundamental plane of unity where the human 
mind meets in its diverse realizations, and to 
manifest the kingship of the great founders of 
religions who in different ages and countries 
have come with the message of the Divine 
Spirit of Man. I am deeply grateful for your 
book.”

Students everywhere will welcome this new 
title by our great brother and scholar, Dr. 
Bhagavan Das.

Life As Carola, by Joan Grant. Published by 
Harper & Brothers, New York and London,
1940. Price $2.50.

Those who were fortunate enough to read 
Winged Pharaoh will be glad to know that the 
author has released a new book. It is always 
difficult for an author to reproduce a first very 
high standard, but although this new work is 
not on a par with the first title it is never­
theless beautiful in thought and language, and 
is shot through with an insight into the Ancient 
Wisdom, of which the author may or may not 
be conscious. The Theosophist will find much 
to appreciate, for instance in the poetical and 
true interpretation of the principle of reincar­
nation.

—  E. S.

Mediumship is the opposite of Adeptship.
—  H. P. B l a v a t s k y .




