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H. P. Blavatsky

She was the only one available, the only one
They could use and through whom Their mes-
sage could be given. She was so constituted that
her consciousness was open to the impress of
Their will and the receipt of Their message.
Their will became unwaveringly her will; she
knew no other. What made her available to
them was her utter impersonality and self-
sacrifice. She gave all and asked nothing.
Greatest of her gifts was the giving of her-
self to those who called her to Their work.

Next to herself her greatest gift was The
Secret Doctrine—key to our understanding of
the cosmos and of man and the evolutionary
process. They do her no honor who claim that
she taught no other the way to touch with
Them; who claim that none were inspired by
her to sacrifice for truth, to put all else aside
to serve the work she served. It is to her
eternal credit, and is evidence of her greatness,
that she did so teach and inspire. For in her
realm of service she was a leader, training
leaders and inspiring them by her example.

And in her work and in her example we
find inspiration still. Inexhaustible The Secret
Doctrine, undying our gratitude for her great
sacrifice, a gratitude to be truly expressed only
by our own utmost dedication to the Cause
she left in our hands to serve.

THE AMERICAN THEOSOPHIST

The Solution is With People

In this column recently there appeared an
editorial enttled, “The Problem is with People.”
It showed the personal interest with which most
people look upon the nation’s. problems. It is’
the way that most people look upon all prob-
lems, even world problems. They see in chang-
ing conditions only the effect upon their own
immediate personal interests. The national or
the world interest is subordinated to the likes
and dislikes of people and policies and the
way personal interests and enjoyments are af-
fected by them.

There is, however, a growing realization that
individuals, communities and nations can have
a better world in which to live only as they
think more of making a better world and less of
improving their own position in it. People and
nations are being driven back at every turn
to a comprehension of the importance of their
individual contribution, to a recognition of the
fact that there can be no better world that
they do not personally make a sacrifice to
create.

Within the month an important gathering
of business men listened to, and applauded, a
well known popular preacher whose whole theme
was that the Christ spirit of sacrifice and per-
sonal idealism must be brought to bear in their
business relationships with competitors, with
employees and with customers.

The head of a great and progressive Uni-
versity in his convocation address emphasized
that above all else education has the purpose
of developing the individual’s usefulness to the
world, rather than to himself and for his own
ends.

A noted commentator states: “If we can
get at the causes of war we can get at the
right basis for peace, and there can be no peace
until the democracies of the world, including
the United States, proclaim what they are ready
to do to build a permanent peace.” He was
referring to the sacrifice of immediate national
interests that the larger interest of the world
might be built and preserved.

Everywhere there is a growing sense that
there are no problems that are not our own
and to which we are not contributing, and that
therefore to each of us there is the responsibility
of participating in their solution.

Where to begin? There are plenty of rules.
Any religion lived would make the world right.
The Ten Commandments, the Sermon on the
Mount, the Four Noble Truths—any of these,
and many others, provide the instruction; the

(Concluded on page 106)
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Wagner’s Operas

(The following letter was written recently by Mr. Jinarajadasa to
Mr. Lawrence Gilman, author of Wagner’s Operas. Although a personal
letter, it is reproduced here that other lovers of Wagner may share
Mr. Jinarajadasa’s beautiful understanding of the subtler values of

Wagner's music. Ed.)

Dear Sir:

I have spent two evenings reading with deep
delight your book, Wagner's Operas. How 1
wished that I had by my side my librettos of
the Ring and Parsifal where I marked in pencil
at the side the great moments as I heard them.
I heard the Ring cycle for the first time thirty-
six years ago at Munich at the Prinz Regenten
Theatre. Richter was one of the conductors, and
the artists had come to Munich after Beyreuth.
Four years later I heard the Ring in Dresden,
and I think Weingartner was conductor. (Last
month he conducted here at Queen’s Hall a
Phitharmonic Society concert, and old age has
not lessened his power or penetration as inter-
preter.) On two other occasions I have heard
the Ring cycle. In U. S. A. I heard Parsifal
twice, once at the Metropolitan in New York.
Last spring Parsifal was given here at Covent
Garden, with fantastic scenery in the Flower
Maiden’s scene, with maidens who were mostly
on the other side of thirty-five I should think
and clumsy in their dancing.

Before I went to Munich to the Ring, a friend,
an enthusiastic Wagnerite, played for me again
and again the chief motives. When I arrived
in Munich, I did just what you recommended
at the end of your book. I poured over the
libretto each morning with the help of a German
dictionary. So when each afternoon and eve-
ning I heard the Ring (in that theatre built
after the Beyreuth plan, where from each seat is
an unobstructed view of the stage, where the
orchestra is hidden, and the noisy percussion
instruments, trombones, trumpets and drums
are at the bottom of the orchestra-well, and the
music seems to well up in the air from the middle
of the auditorium), I had such a delight as I
never imagined that the opera could give. And
what a relief and what aesthetic refreshment it
was after three years of Italian opera —I was
living in Italy at the time. And what a delight
that Wagner gave something not only for the
ears but for the mind as well. So you see why I
appreciate your book and read it with such
enthusiasm.

But I write to you not merely to express to
you my appreciation but also to say that it has
seemed to me always that one could describe

£

the uniqueness of Wagner’s operas by saying
that they take place not on one stage alone,
but on three stages simultaneously.

There is, first, the stage of the theatre, the
visible stage where the actors move and sing.
It is the stage which the ordinary opera-goer
sees. But there is a second stage, where, too,
events are happening at the same time as the
events visible on the first stage. This second
stage is created by the leit-motifs which the
orchestra plays. On the first stage the actors
are moving and singing, or they may be still
and listening. But obviously they must be
thinking and feeling all the time during the
action, even if they are saying nothing. What
they think and feel is not revealed on the first
stage. But it is revealed on the second, and
invisible stage, by means of the leit-motifs. The
story thus extends into a new dimension, so
to say, gaining thereby an intensity and depth
seen and felt only by those who follow the leit-
motifs, of which sometimes only a bar or two
is given by the orchestral accompaniment. It
is like in the Greek tragedies, where the story
was familiar to the audience, who knew how
it must develop. When, therefore, the chorus
says something, in “irony,” as is the Greek
word, the audience understands, though the
actor does not.

But there is a third stage still, where, too,
events are taking place, in an invisible world,
unseen to the audience and of course unper-
ceivable by the persons involved in the drama.
Let us imagine this third stage as, in space,
above the second, as the second is above the
first, but all three open to the observer if he
has “eyes to see.” This third stage is where
the forces of destiny are revealed at work—the
reaping of Karma, as we say in India. As the
characters develop their separate lines of action,
suddenly we are given an inkling of the issue
of them all, of which they have no possible
realization. For the leit-motifs tell us of the
workings of destiny. Thus, the motives of the
“ring” and the “curse on the ring,” and others
are given by the orchestra at certain moments
of the Rheingold; Wotan continues his benefi-
cent schemes for world dominion, but the leit-
motif of the curse tells us how that “rolling
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Joy Versus Pleasure
(First of a Series of Meditations)
BY ARTHUR M. COON

I will turn their mourning into joy. Jer. 31:13

mous, both in term and in experience. A

little consideration, however, will show that
instead of running parallel their courses point
in opposite directions; or to be more accurate,
they have their origins at opposite poles. Their
objective is a common one—happiness—for
curiously enough the result, at least the imme-
diate result, of both joy and pleasure is happi-
ness.

But happiness with what a differencel In one
case it may be, and usually is, a fleeting sen-
sation, utterly dependent upon some outer cir-
cumstance, or one’s mental reaction to that
circumstance or environment; in the other it
is an abiding realization springing up from
within one’s own being, untouched by circum-
stance or environment, unmoved by feelings
and emotions, a constant and secret source of
strength and peace.

Happiness which is the result of pleasure is
as fleeting as the breeze, as whimsical as the
April showers, as unstable as the emotions.
Happiness which is the result of joy laughs
at circumstance, transcends environment, en-
dures pain and adversity with a serenity be-
yond the power of the reason to comprehend.
One makes man a cringing slave, courting its
favors in fear, lest they be too quickly with-
drawn from him; the other makes him a master
of his own world and the creator of his own
destiny.

A comprehension of this discussion will be of

]OY and pleasure are to most of us synono-

the utmost practical value to every aspirant in
the technique of happiness, for the distinction
between joy and pleasure is the distinction be-
tween result and cause. One is a reaction, either
mental or emotional, to something outside one-
self, hence it is negative. The other is a force,
dynamic, creative, and by its essential nature,
positive,

Of the sources of pleasure, and its twin com-
panion, we know too well. They have their roots
in man’s lower nature —his natural (animal)
instincts, his desires and ambitions, his loves
and hatreds, his hopes and fears. To the degree
that they are gratified he experiences pleasure;
when they are frustrated, denied or withheld,
he experiences pain. Such a one is both slave
and victim of his reactions. Mercilessly they
lash him on from action to action, hoping, des-
pairing; loving, hating; trusting, doubting; never
satisfied with enough, fearful of losing what he
has, until exhaustion or satiation overpowers
him, and he casts about for a happiness which
nothing outside himself can take from him.

Where shall he look? He has searched every-
where save within his own being. There, and
there only will he discover the fountainhead of
happiness which like a well-spring flows out-
ward from an inexhaustible source. He has
learned a most important lesson: that pleasure
pertains to the personality, while Joy is of the
nature of the SELF, and that he must search
deep within that Self to find its source.

I will turn their mourning into joy.

.
Ll

EDITORIAL

(Continued from page 100)

key lies in their application to ourselves. That
is where we must begin—with our personal
attitude toward the person at the moment
nearest to us, across the desk, or in the lodge.
There is the first relationship to be improved,
and if by chance it is a relationship badly im-
paired heaven and earth must be moved to
right it. .

This is not too much for those who know

that there is a brotherhood between all men,
that where it seems not to prevail it is merely
waiting for ourselves to contribute to its flower-
ing.

The problem is with people; the solution, too,
is with people, but not with other people. The
solution comes only through ourselves, through
each making his own contribution, his own full
sacrifice, and his own full discard of self-interest.

1.
(8

The purpose of life is to learn. It is all made up of learning.
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Theosophy for Children

Good Will Day

Last month on this page we announced that
we would have some names and addresses of
boys and girls in foreign lands, but that seems
impossible under present conditions. So here
are the names and addresses of schools to which
letters may be sent in token of the friendship of
American boys and girls, on Good Will Day,
May 18. Address your letter to the Principal,
please, and let us know if you receive replies
from any of these.

The Garden School, Seyforth, N.S.W., Sydney, Australia.
Ashloy Down Girls® School, Bristol, England.

Trinity Roed Girls' School, Cholmsford, Essex, England.

St. John's C.K. School, Feilsworth, N. Manchester, England.
Director of Education, City Hall, Cardiff, Wales.

Those of you who wish to write to Indian
boys and girls may address your letters to Miss
Anita Henkel, Adyar, Madras, India, and she
will hand your letter to some boy or girl in
an Indian school.

Here are the names and addresses of men and
women who will see that your letter is given to
some boy or girl in their country. Be sure to
state your age in all your letters.

Mile. Serge Brisy, 31 Rue de C , B ,

Miss Flora Selover, Lipthayutce 9, II Budapest, Hungary.

Miss Aina Wallen, Villagaten 9, Tanjo, Sweden.

Madame Marguerite Plan, 63 Rue de Lyon, Geneva, Switsorland.
MSenom Consuela de Aldsg, 28 Calle Iturbide, Mezico D.F.,

exico.

August Sharpe de Visser, Gabrillaan 15, Bugsum, Holland.
UMr. Alvara A. Arenjo, 147 Camilla do Correos, Montovidio,

raguay.

Dr. Miguel Angel Medina, Apartadi de Correcs, 733, Bogota,
Colombia.
p MénbMuil G. Duany, Avenida No. 17, Vista Alegre, Santisgo
¢ Cuba.

Miss Estabania Nodal, The University, Mayagucz, Puerto Rico.
Mr. Harry H. Banks, Vasanta, Belevedero St., Mr. St. John,
Epsom, S.E. 5, Auckland, New Zcaland.

Radio

We call your attention to another new pro-
gram—>Sunday, Noon, E.S.T., called “The Story
of All of Us,” dramatizing the history of the
world, and based on V. M. Hillyer's 4 Child’s
History of the World. From the monthly bulle-
tin of the National Broadcasting Company we
quote: “The series is designed to give children
an understanding of world history, to acquaint
them with major events and great names, and
to fix these in time and space for future study.”

Our Flag Essay Contest

Do not forget this Contest, boys. Send your
entries to the Chairman, Mr. Austin J. Gaugel,
Pavilion, New York. Remember the title,
“What My Flag Means to Me.” Any boy in
the family of a member of the Society who was
born in the years 1925 through 1927 is eligible.
The closing date is June 15 and the essay must
be not less than 200 words in length and not
more than 350. Let’s have a fine essay to send
Miss Henkel.

—JEssiE R. McALLISTER

The Round Table

A Knightly Gesture

Dear Mrs. Staggs:

I have a sword which is a highly prized
personal possession, given to me and magnetized
by Dr. Besant when she used it to initiate
members in Round Table ceremonies at the
Theosophical World Congress in 1929. It was
also used by Rukmini to initiate new members
at Wheaton.

In view of all that you are doing toward
Round Table success I should like you to have
this beautful sword and thus establish the
custom of passing it, as a symbol of the Order,
to future Chief Knights. I am therefore sending
it to you by express.

I hope to prove useful as a Round Table
Representative to the Federation of Youth
Clubs and spread the knowledge of Round Table
teachings which may result in Tables and be
followed by an application of Theosophical wis-

dom. Am planning to make a start, if only with
a temporary camp, for our Youth Training Ser-
vice after my tour. In this way the now scattered
members of the present group of fine young
people may be more adequately and economical-
ly provided for, allowing community classes and
making use also of the splendid opportunity
offered by the Better Citizenship movement.
Several sites have been offered and we shall
select the one that seems best suited for the
purpose and shall plan to develop the project
to take young members who qualify from dif-
ferent parts of the country.

I had intended to use the sword for a Table
at this Center, but I feel that you are showing
yourself so outstandingly worthy of it that I
pass it on for the national work of the Round
Table.

Fraternally yours,
Ray W. Haroen
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The Poets’ Page

“Let us Pray”
Sall “battle, murder, sudden death,”*
On land and sea and air;
And all Thy words as wasted breath,
Yet: Keep us in Thy care.

Recalling oft our heritage —
The brute who wills to fight —
We spurn our angel-self and rage,
Yet: Keep not back Thy light.

With halting steps we march to Good,
Our law but passion’s cries;

We lay our sword upon Thy Rood,
Yet: Veil not Thy sad eyes.

Without Thy aid we may not find
The road that ends in peace;

If once our hearts on Thine we bind,
That day all war will cease.

For somewhere in us pity dwells,
We are Thy brethren still;
O free our minds from evil spells,
Increase our inward will.
—C. J.

Glimpses
I have no private image of Your face.
I have but silence in a secret place,
And a mysterious awareness, scarcely touch,
Too faint for fragrance, but allied to grace,
To poise, to rhythm, and to penetration
Of light supernal; quietly discovering such
As is eternal in fugitive sensation.
—DubpLEy Brooks
Bliss
Soft, fleecy clouds sail calmly by
Q’er tinted vale and shadowed hill;
Tall stately trees stand guard until
God’s earthly ships have passed on high.
—Frank Trzxy

Belittled
Across my pane a web is spun,
Intricate its design,
Resplendent in the summer sun,
Belittling crafts of mine.

I'm humbled fore such cunning skill —
A thread of power so fraill
I’ll leave it there — at least until
I learn to drive a nail.
—ALICE P. JonNnson

* “From battle and murder, and from sudden death, Good Lord,
deliver us.” — Litany of the Church of England.

Oneness
Clouds wveil the sun,
The day is drear,
Yet sings my soul,
For Thou art near.

Thou art the light
That ever shines

Within this humble heart
Of mine.

Burn brightly, flame,
Consume the dross;
Grey ashes are my gain,
Not loss.
—MaRrGERY Parks

A Young Theosophist Speaks
‘Twas only yesterday I walked a narrow road,
Beset with selfishness and unimportant things.
My own desires were foremost, and the load
Upon my heart was heavy. Such life brings
No eagerness to welcome God’s new day,
No quiet thrill in moonlight on a lake,
Or voice to blend in duet with the lay
Of orioles, down in the meadow brake.
A soul, to grow, must think of fellowman,
Desireless be, and love wholeheartedly,
Must gaze forever upward, and disband
All sense of proud superiority.
Now that I try to practice Brotherhood,
My faltering steps have found a wider street,
Where Truth is all, and all of life is good,
Because it leads me to the Master’s feet.
—Fave Bearo
Life Goes On
Clouds are dispersed —
Sometimes by winds that are fierce
And frighten us,
Sometimes by gentle breezes
That delight us.

Unseen clouds darken our lives —

And are dispersed —

Sometimes by winds of deepest sorrow,
Sometimes by gentle breezes of awakening Love
Of Life, of Man, of Things.

Each in its own way
Disperses the clouds.

For Life goes on

And clouds pass away.
Only in the human mind
Do things remain.

—FaNNiE S. Prrrzker
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Milwaukee Lodge writes: “The Puppet
Shows arranged by the Young Theosophists will
be given Saturday afternoon and evening. We
are looking forward to these performances be-
cause they are lovely, created by the young
folk themselves, and there is original music by
Lillian Zimmerman.”

Oak Park Lodge had a special Members’
Meeting on the evening of April 13, with Mr.
Fritz Kunz as the chief attraction. Forty en-
thusiastic members were present (many from
other lodges) and were delighted with his un-
usual still pictures of H. P. B., Dr. Besant,
Bishop Leadbeater, and others. He also showed
scenes from Tibet, movies of Adyar and the
Theosophical Conference held at Geneva many
years ago.

Oakland Lodge had the pleasure of hav-
ing Mr. Mariano L. Coronado for a public lec-
ture on April 11, and on April 14 Mr. Coronado
spoke to the Northern California Federation in
the Oakland Lodge Room. His subject on this
occasion was “Light, Life and Work,” and his
talks in both instances were very inspiring and
interesting,

“Olcott Lodge (Headquarters) has been
perusing the “Next Step” Campaign with in-
terest and vigor. The president of the lodge,
Mr. Dale Richardson, has been most fortunate
in securing considerable outside talent to give
the lodge members first hand knowledge of
art, music, and the sciences. Mrs. Iris White,
gifted Illinois portrait painter, recently gave a
delightful chalk-chat on art; Mr. Gerald Bole of
Berkeley Lodge has given a number of fascinat-
ing talks on musical lore; and very recently we
have had the pleasure of having Major and Mrs.
L. E. Gardener in our midst. Major Gardener
was able to answer many difficult questions on
scientific thought.

“Olcott Lodge is proud to mention that
its group was represented 100% among the
“Absentee Delegates” on the roll at the 64th
Annual Convention held at Adyar, and that
it was able to make a substantial contribution
toward the fund. The lodge also sent a con-
tribution to Los Angeles to help forward the
National Braille work which is in such urgent
need of funds.”

Pacific Lodge (San Francisco) writes:
“Lodge activities are going strong this month,
with public lectures on Sunday and a Friday
night class for inquirers under the leadership
of Mrs. Ira Doak. The Sunday night programs
are given by members of the East Bay region
and Pacific Lodge.”

THE AMERICAN THEOSOPHIST

Paterson Lodge reports: “We have a lec-
ture every Tuesday evening, a class on Wednes-
day and a closed members’ meeting on the first
and third Friday of each month. Dr. Carr has
been giving talks at the lodge meetings and
Mrs. Carr takes the class every second and
fourth Wednesday, Mrs. Margaret Crume as-
suming that responsibility on the first and third
Wednesdays.”

St. Louis Branch Lodge writes: “We are
happy to announce two events through which
we believe we have added to our ability to
further the interests of Theosophy and the
Society. First the enlarging of the Branch
quarters and the increase of facilities at our
disposal, and second a highly successful Secret
Doctrine Class under the direction of Mr. Fritz
Kunz. In addition to this work completed, we
look forward with keen anticipation to a visit
from Miss Mary K. Neff, who will offer two
lectures to the public.”

“Syracuse Lodge had the pleasure of hear-
ing Mr. L. W. Rogers deliver a lecture on
‘Dreams and Premonitions’ on March 28. Mr.
Rogers is popular because he brings his subject
within the range of the average understanding.
Many new names were added to our mailing
list.”

The Michigan Federation

The Michigan Federation met on Sunday,
April 7, at Saginaw. It was an outstanding
occasion and Mr. James S. Perkins, National
Vice-President and President of the Ohio Fed-
eration, is given credit for having set the
“tempo” for the day. Fifty-eight members
were registered and over seventy-five attended
Mr. Perkin’s lecture on “Theosophy—Occult
Wisdom in Action.”

The annual election was held, with all lodges
represented and Mrs. Golda Stretch, of Detroit,
being unanimously reelected Federation Presi-
dent. Mr. Edward Northam, of Lansing, was
elected First Vice-President; Mr. Thomas Gre-
ville, of Ann Arbor, Second Vice-President; Mrs.
Mary King, of Port Huron, Treasurer; and Mrs.
Myrtle Klages, of Detroit, Secretary. Reelected
to the Board were Mrs. Nina Pike, of Saginaw
and Mrs. Esther Jinks, of Grand Rapids. Miss
Ella Grace Webb, of Port Huron and Mrs.
Eliza Combs, of Saginaw, were appointed In-
quirer Correspondents and Mrs. Florence Sealey,
of Grand Rapids, was appointed Librarian.

Appreciation is extended to the host lodge,
Saginaw, for the gracious hospitality of its mem-
bers and for the delicious dinner served to
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Theosophical News and Notes

Convention, 1940

It is now clear that this will not be a Con-

vention of super-attractions. No stars of inter-
national fame will be with us. The war has
prevented that. We shall be dependent upon our
own resources and our own people.

But we shall have a Convention no less con-
structive and inspiring. The very fact that we
must in this instance be entirely self-dependent
and self-sufficient will cause us to find the an-
swer to our greatest needs, for even when our
international leaders are with us they can but
help us to discover our own capacities. There
is no doubt that we can do more than we do,
that we can improve our work and learn more
of the wisdom through self-initiated delibera-
ation.

We have had fine Conventions in the past
when we have turned our attention to our
problems and to increasing the effectiveness of
our work. We shall have a fine Convention
again, and just because we shall be by ourselves,
as it were, looking to no one for help, shall we
not make this a special occasion and turn up
at Olcott in greater numbers than ever to
take part in the creation of a constructive and
useful Convention?

Let us take a leaf out of Adyar’s book. The
war prevented a large attendance from other
countries, but the Indian members themselves
turned up in greater than ordinary strength.
Having no help from outside, let us, too, show
our own strength.

The War—and After

This little booklet by Mr. Jinarajadasa, a
copy of which was supplied to every member,
has evidently met with very great appreciation
everywhere. We are grateful to those members
who have sent in contributions towards the
cost of its publication and distribution.

The Olcott Foundation Series

In the fields of music, drama—platform and
radio presentation—poetry, painting and short
story, members are undoubtedly at work pre-
paring their entries. In some departments a
number of contributions have already been re-
ceived, but some are not yet represented.

May 15 is the closing date, and those who
tontemplate submitting a lecture, or other
artistic production, must now put the finishing
touches on their work,

The Rt. Rev. Jose B. Acuna

Many lodges of the American Section have
profited by the recent visit of the Rt. Rev. Jose
B. Acuna, and letters of enthusiastic apprecia-
tion of his work are still being received at
Headquarters. We regret that his tour could
not be extended to include more of our lodges,
but duties in connection with his work in Costa
Rica have called him home.

We extend to Bishop Acuna our sincere
appreciation for the splendid contribution he
made to our lodge programs and hope that he
will find it possible to visit this Section again
soon.

Miss Mary K. Neff

Miss Neff will be somewhere in Michigan when
this is read, but as it is being written the
Headquarters Staff is preparing to welcome her
back to Olcott. It has been many months since
she was here, but absence merely makes the
heart grow fonder, and we are happy that her
itinerary now returns her to the Chicago Federa-
tion for a few days.

The war has rendered us a service in that
had the world been at peace Miss Neff would
have had foreign engagements to fulfill next
season. As it is she will still be working with
us in our Section.

The Rev. Harold O. Boon

Mr. Boon continues on tour, and since the
first of the year has contacted many of our
lodges and members. It is an accomplishment
thus to travel constantly, and to share wher-
ever he goes the fruits of his many years of
scholarship, as well as his dedication to the
great principles of Theosophy.

Would You Like to Buy a Sun Lamp?

A General Electric sun lamp (S-1), in excel-
lent condition, is available at a much reduced
price to anyone who will make application
quickly.

White Lotus Day

Every Theosophist knows the significance of
White Lotus Day, we are sure, and that most
lodges celébrate it on May 8. But do you
know that there are many helpful suggestions
for planning an interesting White Lotus Day
program on page D-10 of the Lodge Handbook?

Collections taken on this day are sent to
Heakdquarters for the support of our National
work.
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Goodwill Day

May 18 is Goodwill Day. It is a day set
aside for endeavoring to bring about better
understanding between the people of the world
and for “building better world citizens by foster-
ing international goodwill.”

Over sixty-eight nations have participated in
this annual celebration since it was originated
at the first Peace Conference on May 18, 1899
in The Hague, Holland. It offers an unusual
opportunity to stress our world citizenship, to
promote friendship, interest, respect and under-
standing, and to teach the independence of
nations and the wisdom of sharing with the
world man’s beautiful and useful creations in
science and art.

Its purpose is a noble one for is it not true
that the entire civilization depends upon the
amount and degree of goodwill abroad in the
universe? Has not the Creator entrusted men
with His Will—God Will—good will? Man the
Thinker-Lover-Doer holds within himself the
power to create or destroy peace within himself
and for all mankind as well as for his younger
creatures.

How can we cooperate with God and help
His Will to prevail except by following the
good law; by harmonizing ourselves with our
surroundings, with our younger brothers and
fellowmen? Goodwill Day is a time of demon-
strating our Divine heritage, recognizing that
we are all of one family—some younger and
some older, but brothers and sisters all.

Every religion lays stress on goodwill as being
the Way for Humanity to attain the fulfiliment
of itself. World Peace can only be achieved
through the gateway of goodwill. Civilization
grows toward its goal and ideal—Unity—fulfill-
ment of itself; and divided it falls, self-destroyed.

The world is ill and full of distress—mankind
is suffering and harassed because a few leaders
of nations have forgotten the Law of Brother-
hood. Let us unite then and call to the men
of all nations and races: “Wake up, Humanity;
our allegiance is to God, the Good, the Right
and the Light!”

Let us create “Peace on Earth” and “Men
of Goodwill.”

—EsTHER RENsHAW

Public Speaking can be fun in an H.P.B.
Training Class. Full details will be found on
Page J-6 of the Lodge Handbook.

Do you understand the symbolism of the So-
ciety’s seal? The Lodge Handbook holds the
key. Page A-7.

THE AMERICAN THEOSOPHIST

The Junior Camp

The Junior Theosophists who attend this
year’s Convention at the “little white house”
will not only enjoy the atmosphere of Olcott
and the companionship of fellow Juniors, but
some innovations in arts and crafts as well.

Under the able guidance of the Camp Com-
mittee, a plan for this work has taken very
definite shape and each child who attends will
return home with serviceable, artistic gifts which
he will have made during his stay. There will
be manual arts, crafts, folk dances, swimming,
hiking, parties and games. '

Another project that will appeal especially
to the older Juniors will be a Puppet Show,
which it is hoped will be presented at Con-
vention.

Applications will be accepted in order of their
receipt and should be addressed to Mrs. Carl
Scholler, 6119 Navarre Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.

The Passing of Mr. Joseph Bibby

Theosophists everywhere have known well the
beautiful magazine, Bibby’s Annual, and have
been tremendously appreciative of the author
and editor whose idealism, as well as artistic
skill, achieved for the benefit of the world in
which he lived this beautiful and inspiring
document.

Mr. Bibby passed away recently at the age of
89 at his home in Liverpool, England. Known
widely in his own city as a successful business
man, he extended the radius of his friendships
through his magazine, and made a place for him-
self in the hearts and lives of many friends.

Mrs. Carrie Nye

Fremont Lodge reports with regret the loss
of another member in the death of Mrs. Carrie
Nye on March 19, 1940.

Although past eighty years of age, Mrs. Nye
was a faithful attendant at all meetings until
a few months preceding her death. Besides
being an artist of considerable merit, Mrs.
Nye was for years a recognized authority and
teacher of vocal music.

Miss Lillie Woods

Pittsburgh Lodge lost a member of long
standing in the death of Miss Lillie Woods on
March 25. With her ever present smile and
her warm hand-clasp of greeting, she contributed
much to the well-being of Pittsburgh Lodge
and her passing removes one of the pillars of
the Society. —Samee R. WabpeLL

Time to redecorate your Lodge rooms? See
Page C-2 of the Lodge Handbook for helpful
suggestions.
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A Nezv Spiritual Dynamic, by Charles F. Weller.

Published by Greenburg L. Publisher, N. Y. C.
Price: $2.00.
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Hitlers Last Year of Power, by Leonardo Blake.

Published by Andrew Dakers, Ltd., London.
Price: $1.00. Cloth Cover.
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The Seven Rays and the Holy Eucharist, by

Arthur M. Coon. The Theosophical Press,
Wheaton, Illinois. Price: 50c. Paper Cover.
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Stories of Indian Saints, by J. E. Abbott and

N. R. Godbole. Published by Mr. N. R. Godbole,

Poona, India. Price: $2.50 Boards. 2 Vols.
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Sanatana-Dharma, An Elementary Text-Book
of Hindu Religion and Ethics. Published by

The Theosophical Publishing House, Adyar,
Madras, India. Price: $1.00.
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The Rhythm of Living, by Sir Albian Rajkumar

Benerji. Published by Rider ] Co., London.
Price: $1.50.
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Reincarnation: A Cycle of Necessity, by Manly
P. Hall. Published by The Theosophical Re-

search Society, Los Angeles, California. Price
$2.00.
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The Lotus Fire
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By G. S. ARUNDALE
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