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THE A M E R IC A N  THEOSOPHIST

sophical Society to remember the following�
points:

1. That this present war is merely an aspect�
of the universal war between Right and Wrong�
which is ever taking place.
2. That while they may themselves feel com­

pelled to observe the neutrality which their�
Governments impose upon them, the fact re­
mains that there can be no neutrality for any­
one who believes in the Universal Brotherhood�
of Life. The outer law may compel an indi­
vidual to observe neutrality. But the inner law�
enjoins him to fight
3. If a Theosophist belongs to one of the�

belligerent countries, he will probably fight with­
in that particular aspect of war with which the�
average individual associates the word, unless,�
of course, he is a conscientious objector in re­
spect to such form. If he be a citizen of a neutral�
country, he may decide to observe neutrality,�
so far as this aspect of overt war is concerned.�
Yet surely no Theosophist can ever be a pacifist�
in the face of wrong, even though he may�
demand the right to choose the weapons for his�
fighting.

4. But every Theosophist by his very ac­
ceptance of the First Object of The Theosophical�
Society, dedicates himself to do all in his power�
to make Brotherhood a living reality. And the�
breaking out of war in one form should be a tre­
mendous incentive to him to be more strenuous�
than ever in fighting on the side of Right�
against Wrong wherever Wrong exists. He must�
realize that war is everywhere — in his neutral�
country no less than in the belligerent countries,�
and he must be a valiant soldier engaged in�
ceaseless fight

5. Wherever he is able to perceive wrong,�
injustice, cruelty, oppression, tyranny, he must�
seek to remove the ignorance which suffers�
their continuance, and to enthrone that Brother­
hood which will cause their cessation. While�
these terrible and dangerous forms of ignorance�
continue, war must continue.
6. While wrong is being inflicted upon any

creature — human or sub-human, — war must�
continue. And insofar as we condone such�
wrong, we are fructifying war, so that it will�
break out over and over again until the world�
has finally learned its lessons. This present war�
is as much the result of cruelty to animals and�
of enslaving them to satisfy the personal�
cravings of humanity as it is the result of that�
cruelty spirit which Hitler has allowed himself�
to embody.

7. Let every Theosophist everywhere seek to�
right wrong, striving first to make himself as�
right as he can, and when crusading throughout�
his country — physically or otherwise — in the�
Cause of Right, especially on behalf of those�
who cannot speak for themselves and who are�
therefore subject to the tyranny of man.
8. Is Hitler’s persecution of the Jews worse�

than the widespread vivisection of animals?�
Are Hitler’s tactics of widespread cruelty worse�
than the cruelty every flesh-eater inflicts upon his�
younger brethren of the animal kingdom? Are�
Hitler’s concentration camps with all their brutal�
horrors worse than the slaughter-houses, than the�
horrors inflicted upon the defenceless in the name�
of blood-sport, or in the name of blood-sacrifice?�
Is Hitler’s indifference to the spirit of humane­
ness worse than the indifference of those who�
think nothing of having animals tortured to�
satisfy their craving for what they think to be�
personal adornment? Is Hitler’s arrogance worse�
than that arrogance which one race displays�
towards other races, which one faith displays�
towards other faiths, which one caste displays�
towards other castes?

9. In the war now going on Britain and France�
are fighting against one type of wrong. But�
there are many wrongs, and Theosophists must�
fight against all of them. From my own personal�
point of view, the duty of a member of The�
Theosophical Society in such a crisis as this�
is to form with his brethren throughout the world�
the Spear-head of Right against Wrong.
In the clarion call of Sri Krsna:

Therefore, fight, 0  Arjuna!
From  The Theosophist fo r  O ctober, 1939.

m n  feedu Thf os° ^ y  i s  � � � � � � � 	 � � and we cannot repeat it
too ̂often. It is brotherly love, mutual help, unswerving devotion to
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Whatever strengthens and purifies the affec­
tions enlarges the imagination and adds spirit�
to sense, is useful.
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Eastern cities “a study is being made of the�
effects produced in several groups of children 
by innoculation with egg passage material.”
We do not doubt the fineness of the motives�

that originally possess the animal experimenter.�
We do know, however, that continual disregard�
and repression of all natural tenderness toward�
the weak results in such hardening and brutaliz­
ing of the whole nature that not even children are�
safe from the devilish methods of the scientific�
medical researchist
Theosophists are right to oppose cruelty in�

every form at its inception and on principle. No�
good can come from evil, and evil unopposed�
becomes evil greater still. Even the children.

The Theosophist and War
In principle the Theosophist must oppose war,�

for war is cruelty; war is destruction; war is�
usually hatred; war is wrong. It is the denial of�
brotherhood, and only brotherhood is right. War�
cannot be defended as a means of settling dif­
ferences between nations. It does not settle�
them. Only peace can accomplish that end,�
though a peace created of war spirit fails to do�
so.
Far and beyond opposing war there is the�

necessity to oppose the causes of war. Those�
causes, too, cannot be ended by fighting, but�
only by peace and by the methods of peace.�
Yet as some nations are constituted today war�
must be fought to create opportunity to apply�
the methods of peace to the solution of the�
causes of war. And war can be fought without�
bitterness, without hatred, without resentment;�
with physical and moral endurance, but with�
emotional restraint Such a war may be a right­
eous war.
In working for the cessation of war in par­

ticipation in the peace that must follow war,�
no nation can stand aside. The fact that nations�
have grown great by war gives to none the right�
to isolation or indifference.
In her recent eloquent Prayer for Peace, Anne�

Morrow Lindbergh remarks that we may wonder�
why a just peace was not offered to a defeated�
Germany, or an unjust one enforced; why a�
struggling Pre-Hitler Germany was not sup­

ported, or a rising dictatorship crushed. The�
United States gave the Allies the dream of�
world peace and the ideal of collective security,�
but then left them with the problem of carrying�
the dream and the ideal into practice.
These are facts not to be denied. They are�

facts that carry a responsibility to our country,�
not a responsibility to enter the war, but an�
obligation to place the whole moral support of�
the nation behind those ideals and to work with�
other nations to make them practicable; to par­
ticipate in due time in the creation of a just�
peace; to play a part in the readjustment of the�
world in its multiplicity of interests.
In the long run a nation, as an individual,�

stands or falls not by its theoretical ideals, but�
by the ideals it lives and practices. There can�
be no isolation in a world of people who, as�
Gilbert K. Chesterton remarked, are living upon�
a star. They are the inhabitants of one world�
rather than of many countries. All barriers are�
artificial; the Creator of the Star made them all�
one human race and the borders between�
countries men have placed there. Sooner or�
later the world must live as one people, and�
though a generation may appear to profit�
through isolation, its nation can but lose through�
delaying the ultimate and inevitable unity.
To Theosophists the war brings a new chal­

lenge to independently and thoughtfully weigh�
its real issues, its basic causes, and to play an�
active part through right thinking and speaking�
toward the creation of a new peace that shall�
be productive of international good will the�
world over.
This war must be won by the freedom-loving�

and freedom-giving nations. The peace that�
follows must be a peace generous and without�
bitterness, one in which every nation, combatant�
or neutral, contributes of its power and its�
influence and also of its resources and its trade�
that all nations, vanquished, victorious or neu­
tral may cooperatively build a new and peaceful�
world.
Broader, deeper, more inclusive thoughtfulness�

about the war, based upon a realization that�
good can be created and war can cease through�
brotherhood expressed in peace is the part�
Theosophists may play with potent efficacy.

Whoever in acting dedicates his actions to the Supreme Spirit and�
puts aside all selfish interest in their result is untouched by sin, even�
as the leaf of the lotus is unaffected by the waters.

— T he Bhacavad-G ita

����������� � �����������
What then is the panacea finally, the royal talisman? It is duty, 

Selflessness.
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M y Resolve
BY GEORGE S. ARUNDALE

Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!
Bring me my spear: 0  clouds unfold!
Bring me my chariot of fire!

I will not cease from mental fight,
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand,
Till we have built Jerusalem 
In England’s green and pleasant land.

Thus wrote William Blake in 1804. It may 
be that in 1939 Jerusalem remains but partially 
builded, if at all, in England’s green and pleasant 
land. But in 1939 we have at least learned to 
realize that the mystic Jerusalem must be built 
throughout the world, and there are many of 
us who would similarly call for our bows of burn­
ing gold, for our arrows of desire, for our spears, 
and that out of the clouds shall come our 
chariots of fire. We too would not cease from 
mental fight, nor from any other that might be 
appropriate to us. We too would that our swords 
shall not sleep in our hands. We too would be 
ceaseless in our striving until the spirit of peace 
and freedom and justice dwells throughout the 
world.

In this year of grace— of grace for the victory 
of Right over wrong—we would be armed to 
fight for Happiness to be the lot of all of God’s 
human world, and of His children in all other 
worlds no less.

So it is that I, among many others, say with 
all ardor and determination:

Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!
Bring me my spear: 0  clouds unfold!
Bring me my chariot of fire!
I will not cease from eager fight,

Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand,
Till the whole world is enfolded in the peace 

of Universal Brotherhood:
Till the soul of China is free once more;
Till the soul of India shines forth again in 

pure and radiant splendor;
Till our brother animals and birds cease to be 

in cruel enslavement to their elder brother man;
Till the poor and miserable no longer know 

despair, but are lifted up into happy content­
ment;

Till the nations and faiths of the world live 
together in brotherly understanding and mutual 
respect;

Till ugliness throughout the world melts away 
in the splendid light of Culture and the Arts;

Till human being no longer preys upon human 
being in any wise;

Till Poland arises in splendid resurrection 
out of her terrible crucifixion;

Till every other country in Europe, ravaged 
and enslaved by the evil doer, is restored to 
freedom;

Till the Jews are delivered out of their bond­
age, and fair justice is meted out to the Arab 
people;

Till every neutral land casts off its blindness 
and sees with compelling vision that it too, 
in honor of the great who have made it great, 
must enter the fight, nor cease from it, till it 
has helped to build a world in which in every 
land Peace and Fredom reign unchallenged, and 
Happiness dwells in every home;

Till East and West at last commingle in 
equal freedom and mutual appreciation in a 
great Commonwealth of Nations which shall be 
the heart of the United States of the World.

THE NEW AMERICA
[Continued from page 8)

in every phase of individual and national life. 
This little journal gives a hint as to what these 
new standards are.

The contributors impersonally veil their iden­
tities behind initials, such as H.A.S., S.A.C., 
H.H., J.S.P., R.G., N.D., and others. But 
the subject-matter need not be veiled at all, so 
interesting it is. On the contrary, the more 
publicity it receives, the better.

Filled with a noble purpose, devoted to the 
conception that America should lead the world 
to a better day in individual, national and inter­
national life, to read and support this little

magazine is to help oneself and lend help to a 
cause that is highly important at this particular 
period of America’s history.

The modest subscription price of twenty cents 
(yes, it is really only twenty cents!) is possible 
through the generous support of this project by 
interested workers for better citizenship, and 
The Better Citizenship Association (1218 Public 
Square Bldg., Cleveland) will not only gratefully 
receive subscriptions but will be glad to send 
samples copies to those who wish to acquaint 
themselves with this friendly and interesting 
publication devoted to the New America.

— H. H.





		

Love in a Mist
( Continued from  our January 1939 issue)

HE WAS A M A N  of engaging, somewhat�
striking appearance. White hair set off�
a look of health, vigor, alertness and�

genial friendliness in his face, an effect which�
was reinforced by a beam of humor mixed with�
sadness in the eyes, which were blue. His�
name was Thomas Farwell. During his younger�
days he had been one of the leading organists�
on the Pacific Coast. A staggering blow had�
come to him, however, in the death of his wife.�
After this he had given up his more active�
work, and had been glad to avail himself of the�
position he now held, since its much reduced�
range of responsibilities offered him the leisure�
of semi-retirement
It would be a mistake, nevertheless, to assume�

that Mr. Farwell’s power as a musician had�
waned, or that he was as old as the whiteness�
of his hair seemed to indicate. He was actually�
in his fifties. Marion, who had begun to know�
him only recently, and had learned only the�
most general facts of his history, had already�
guessed the truth that his premature grayness�
was the result of his bereavement. In some way�
too, she connected this loss with the remark­
able quality she had felt in his musical im­
provisations.
Here was a man, she realized as he stood be­

fore her, who had stepped out of the ordinary�
world of men into a different world. She could�
feel this difference, yet it eluded her. It was�
too deep within the man himself; his spirit�
seemed to be in communion with sources of�
inspiration inaccessible to her. But she found�
herself suddenly eager to understand. It seemed�
to her that his music must be a bridge by which�
he was seeking to connect ordinary existence —�
her world — with this other which he had come�
to know. It was this which made his music�
wonderful. She was in need of bridges!
"Hello,” said the organist quietly. "I didn’t�

know you were here. But I am glad when music�
finds a listener. I like to think there is some­
thing in it which enjoys being listened to.” He�
smiled.
Marion rose to go. She yearned to pour�

out her gratitude, to tell him that this was not�
the first time she had been listening all alone,�
but a wave of anguish choked her. Do what she�
might, she could not keep from her mind the�
image of herself as a caged bird. She felt her�
heart go out to the man in front of her in a�
surge, of imploring admiration, love, and a�
great. longing for freedom. Yet there was a

spasm of fear, too, as she remembered the little�
lark which had won its freedom, only to meet�
probable death. The mixture of pent-up emo­
tions within her was agonizing. She saw herself�
trapped, her husband trapped, and life a vast�
cage with bars forever coming between the soul�
and the far-off happiness for which it cries. She�
burst forth into tears, sat down again, and�
sobbed.
Mr. Farwell seated himself near her, gently�

dismissing the apology which she offered as she�
hastily dried her eyes. Marion felt that a su­
preme opportunity for understanding had come�
— one which the whole burning spirit of�
revolt in her enabled her to meet with new�
faith and daring. It seemed so utterly natural�
to tell this wise understander of the good, the�
beautiful and the true about things which she�
would not think of mentioning to anyone else,�
they would appear either so exaggerated or so�
inconsequential, and in any case perhaps a little�
foolish.
"If I could play the organ as you do,” she�

began indirectly, "I could express to you how�
and what life is for me, and why I came here to�
listen to you.”
She glanced at her companion and found his�

eyes looking deeply, steadily, compassionately�
into hers. She could see that he was profoundly�
touched. Whether it was from a sense of her�
dilemma, or her feeling for music, or both, she�
did not know. But what did it matter? Were�
not life and music essentially one, after all?�
Encouraged by . this reflection, Marion went on.
“My  husband does not realize how he is�

driving me to — to this,” she faltered. "It is�
not because he is lacking in affection, but be­
cause he reduces me .every day to sheer nervous�
exhaustion by his unconscious exactingness in�
the details of life. He preaches beautifully about�
love, and there are times when we seem to�
come to a real understanding together, when�
he is full of protective consideration for my �
needs as a mother. But as a rule this is only�
when I am actually ill. At other times the�
understanding we may have reached only an�
hour before is gone with the wind.”
Marion paused and raised her eyes to one�

of the windows of colored glass through which�
the afternoon sunlight was pouring gloriously.�
“I have dreamed,” she continued, "of a kind�
of love which demands 'nothing, makes no ex­
actions, but- thinks only of giving itself. George
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agrees with this in theory, but he does not 
understand it in practice, any more than he 
would understand if he knew that I have come 
here to satisfy a hunger of soul and to gain 
a lost peace with myself and life and him. If he 
knew of my talking with you this way, he would 
not believe that the understanding between you 
and me is on the plane of music. He would 
think of me as somehow false to him, and would 
simply feel pitifully hurt and jealous. Nor 
should I hear the last of it for months, perhaps 
years!”

Marion moved as if preparing to depart. 
Her hour of freedom was nearly gone, and 
George would soon be returning from the horse 
paddock and looking for her. With a final im­
pulse she turned and fully faced the man whom 
she had taken so completely into her confidence. 
His blue eyes, still upon her, were full of pene­
trating discernment warmed with a glow of sym­
pathetic, tender affection.

“ I have hoped,”  she said earnestly, “ that by 
listening to your playing I might find my way 
out of the mist of these petty attitudes— mine 
and his. We, all of us, so often take them for 
granted as inevitable parts of ourselves! But 
your music has shown me that they are not. 
You have taught me in some mysterious way to 
know myself as part of a great, pure harmony 
which is independent of these. My greatest wish 
now is to find out how I can bring George to 
this same discovery. He knows life mostly 
through his mind; he would then know it fully 
through his heart.”

A moment of silence followed these words, 
as Marion’s listener allowed them to vibrate in 
his consciousness like a chord of music. Then 
he spoke.

“ It is through your pain, my friend, that you 
have come to understand these things, so you 
can be thankful for your troubles. That is one 
of the greatest lessons life has taught me. It was 
in this way that I learned some of the most 
wonderful possibilities of music. You are the 
first person to hear what I now want to tell you. 
The secret of my improvising on the organ is 
communion with the spirit of her who was and 
still is the dearest comrade of my life.”

Mr. Farwell brooded for an instant, and then 
resumed. “ You see, music is life-giving, and for 
the true musician there is no such thing as 
death. He knows through his music that death 
stops with form, and so he is always in touch 
with essence, giving it new form. This is just 
where the relationship between my beloved 
one and me comes in. Her physical body is gone, 
but more than ever before I feel the reality and 
freedom of our love in its calls for forms in

sound, and so my playing is a continual rebuild­
ing of the world of the ideal in which we live. 
I simply take the place of nature, so to speak, 
supplying musical forms instead of a physical 
one for the soul of her who lives consciously in 
my heart. Our union of spirit is itself music, 
and my whole desire is to let this have, its way 
out into the world through me as I become one, 
first with my beloved, and then with the organ.”

Marion, her face flushed with the glow of a 
new comprehension, seized the chance to affirm 
her previous intuition. “ Mr. Farwell, I knew 
this was what you were doing, and this is why 
your music has had such an effect on me. I, 
too, long for a way of attunement, and the fact 
that you have realized yours helps me.”

“What I have just told you,”  replied the 
organist, “ is only the beginning. The rest is a 
story of consciously pursued methods of acting 
upon audiences through the magnetism of sound. 
The heart of every human being is an instrument 
which it should be the aim of the musician to 
awaken to the mastery of its own inner song 
of life. This cannot be done effectively, so far 
as I know, by written music. The musician 
must himself create and project the necessary 
correlations of divine energy which shall unite 
him with his hearers— mood with mood, thought 
with thought, will with will. You know,”  he 
he said smiling, “ I think the time will come 
when we shall have musical improvisations in 
place of sermons.”

Marion smiled vividly and was about to reply, 
when she heard her name called in accents of 
alarm from somewhere outside. Hurrying to 
the door and opening it, she saw a man who 
was evidently in search of her, and across the 
street another man running in the direction of 
her house. Following as quickly as she could 
she arrived at the front door just in time to 
see an apparently lifeless body, that of her hus­
band, being carried inside.

“ He fell from a horse,”  a neighbor told her. 
“ We think he is alive. Be brave.”

The verdict of the doctor, who had already 
been summoned, brought relief to the anxious 
group, hut only after forty tense minutes of 
the most extreme efforts at resuscitation. His 
expression was very grave when at last he turned 
to Mrs. Barr. “ Your husband will live,”  he as­
sured her, but it will be a long road to re­
covery.”

For the next weeks, which lengthened gradu­
ally into months, life in the Barr household 
moved at a slow pace. There was much, how­
ever, to keep the tone of things from mere 
heaviness. In fact a greater degree of domestic 
harmony existed than before the accident. In



� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � ! � � � �)

���������������������������������		����������"
�������$�K���������������������������������	"
����������������������������������������#�����:� �
�������	�	������������������������������������ �
�����������	����������������������������������	� �
����������� �������� 2�$���	�������������� ���� �
����� ���� ���������� �������$� ��1������� ��� �
��1�������������� ���	����� �$�������������		� �
����	��������������$��������	���	������������ �
�������������� ������$�������� ����	���� ��� �
����������

���� ���	����$� ���$� ����� ������ ������������	� �
����������������������� �����������:����	������ �
�������$�����������������:���������$�	���	�����������	 �
����� ��� ���������$� ������ ���������� ����� �� �
���� ��� ��	����� ��� ���������� ��������� �	���$ �
�������+��������������� G����H�� I����� ��,��" �
� ,���� �	� � �	&��,�	&" ������������������������ �
J����$�#���������������� @��������A����	����

���� ��		��� ����� ��� ����� �	���� ����� �� ��1� �
��������������	������������������������0������ �
���������������������������������������������"
������������������������������������	������ �
�����$����������������������	���������������	��� �
�����������������������������A����$�B>������ �
���������	�$�C����ED

������ ����� ������������ ����� ��� K�����:� �
������� &�������	�������	�������	���<� #����	� �
����������+����������������������������������$ �
��(�����������������������	������ �� ��������� �
����	�����������	����������������������	 ������$ �
����������������������	�$������������	�������"
���������������������������������$������������ �
���������������������������2���������		��������� �
����������		�$�������	�<� ����	�� ������������ �
����������������$������������	�������������� �
���������������������������������������

����������������	�����$����������E
9��� +����	��	��&;

��������������������� � ���������������������

F�+���+��5�4+,51G
'�� � ��� ������� ��� ��	�����

����/���������������� ��������1������0������"
������������������(�����	$� � ��� � ����������. � *� �
��������������������������������	���������2��&� �
&	����� �$�����'����6&���������������������	�$ �
�����������	���������������6��1����������������� �
�������������������������0�����&�����$��������
2�� I��&	����� ����������������'�������������� �
��������������K���������������������

*�������	����������������������������������$ �
������(�����	�������	�������������������������� �
�����������������������	���� &��������������� �
����������	�������$�������������������������"
����������������������������������0�������

� ��� � ���������� �������������������	��������� �
���������������	���������� �����������$������ �
�������������������$��������������������	������� �
&�������������������	���������������������������� �
�������I�������������������������������������$���� �
���������	������$������������������$�������������� �
���������������������������������������������

���� �������� ���	�� ���������� ������		�� ���� �
���������	��������� � � �� � ������� ��� ����������$ �
���� *� ���	�� �������	�� �����	� ��� ������� �
������������������	�������������������������"
�������������������������	������������������ �
�������	�� ������� *�� ���� ��� ������	�� ���� ��� �
#�����	��������������������������������������� �
���������	���������������������������� �� � � � �
� ������� ��� �����������	�������������	������������ �
�������

*����$����������$�������	����������������	������ �
�����������������������������������������	�(���"
��	�$����������������������������������������	��� �
������ � ��� � ���������� � ���� ���� ��� �������� �
������(�����	������$����������$�������������������"
	��������� � � �� � ����������. ��������������������� �
���������������	�(�����	���������	��$����*����� �
��������������������$�����������������	�������� �
&���*����	�������������� � ��� � ������� ��� ���� �
���������� ����� ���� ����� ���� ������� ��������	 �
(�����	����������� 0�����������	����$��������� �
�����0���������������������������������������"
���������0����:��	�����*�������������������������� �
C���&��������	����������������������� � ��� ���/
�������� ���������������0����$��������������� �
����������	�����	����������������������������	� �
������������$�K�������K����2�����2��������� �
*����	����������������������������	��������� �
���� � ������� ��� �����	�������������������������"
��������������� ���� � ���������� ��������������� �
*�������	��(�������������������� &�����)L$LLL6 �
������������������ ������������	�������	���� �
����������	���	�����������������

*����������$�������1���,����:�(�����	������ �
���������������������$�������		������������	� �
�����������������1����������	�����������������		 �
��������� ����� ���� �������� ��� ���� �������:� �
8�������������=94�

� � �8 � ��������������� � � � � �� -1� . � � "� #$A$�



14

Biography o f a Lodge
P a rtii

BY ANN KERR

( Continued from  D ecem ber)
C�����0���		���������		����������������������"

��	��������������+�����������������	��������	���� �
���� ������������������������������������������ �
��������	����������	�������������������������"
��������	����� *������������	��������������������$ �
�����������������������������������	����������"
���	�������������������������	������		6�	����� �
���������������������������	����������������� �
����������	����

0����������������	����������������������"
����$���������������������������������������� �
�	�������	������ 2���������������������������	� �
�����	�����	����������������������������������"
������$�����������	�����������$��������������� �
�����������	����������������������	������	���� � �
���:� �	��������������������	�������	����������"
������ ��������

���	�+������������������	����(������������ �
����������������������	�����������(������������� �
���������������$�����������������������	�������	� �
��������������������	�$��������	��	�������	�� �
��� ��������������������������� $��������	� �
���������������������(�����������*�����������<$ �
����I	�������I����������'���$�K�������2�� �
&�����E� '���� 0����� C����$� �������������$ �
>����$���������I����$�����I�������I���������� �
���	�������������������������(��������	���		�� �
���� ��������� ��������� ��� ���� ����� ����	�� �
���(�����

����0���		�����	��	�����������������������	 �
�	������������ �$����������������������������� �
B*������������8�����D������	������K����J��6 �
�������� �������� �������������������������	� �
���������������	���6��� $�����C������������+�� �
����������������������������������A�������������� �
���	������������������������������A������������� �
��������������	����������������������������		� �
����������������	��� .�������$����������	��������"
��������	���������������

���� ����������		������������������	���� �
���������	���������������	�������������������� �
����������������� ��� ������	������������������ �
��	��������������	��������������������������� �
��������$�����������������������������������$���� �
�����������������������	���	�����������������	� �
�����������������������������	�� �������������	 �
���	����� ��$���������������������	 $���������$ �
������������������������������		������������	 �
����	����������	������������������������(����B���� �
*�����������<D

�����������������������		�������������������	

��� �������������1�	������������������������� �
���������������		����������������������������� �
���������������� Elementary Theosophy, A Text­
book of Theosophy, The Ancient Wisdom ���� �
The Introductory Course,��������������������	�� �
��������������� ��������������(����������������"
������� ����� ��������$� ���� ����� ���� ���	��� �
��������������������������������� ������������"
������������������������������������$������	����� �
������� ������������������������������������� �
�������A�������������������	����������

0�� ���� ��������� �������$��		� ����� �����"
���������A������������������������������	������ �
*���������������K����0���		������������������ �
������������������������������������$��������� �
�������������������0		������������A������$��� �
��		����K����0����������C�����������		����� �
��������	�$� ����� �������� ��� ������ ����0���		� �
���������A��������������������������������� � �
����	�����������������������	����

������������������������	������������������� �
�� ��	������	� ���������� ��������������������� �
����������������������������������������	 ������ �
������	������������������������������������������ �
������������E� �

K���2���	���������$���������$������������� "
���� ��	�6���������� �������� 2����6,���H� K��� �
K�� � �������$� ���������$� ���� ����	��� ��� �		 �
�����������	�������B�����������D�������+������H �
K����;���� ����$� ���  ����������� ��� ����	�� �
�����������������$��������������������������1"
�	�������� ���� ���� ������:� � ���������H� ���$��� �
������$�K����2�������0����� ���		 �������������"
�������������������������������

����������������	���������������������	������ �
�	�������������$������������������������������� �
��������	������������������������������		����� �
��� �

*���������������������������������������� �
�	������������������

STUDY THEOSOPHY
Free Study Class Begins

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 18, 8 P. M .
Subject

W HAT IS THEOSOPHY?
603 Penn. Ave.

Everyone Welcome

{T o  be continued)
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The Poets’ Page
If I Were King

( W ritten in England in 1912)

If I were King of this fair land of ours 
No heart should feel in all my wide domain, 
That God on earth was not, for stress of woe 
That I could e’er prevent in Christ’s dear name— 

If I were King.

If I were King, by God and by my Right,
Two words should fade from memory of men: 
Hunger and cold. Unsheltered none should be 
While field and forest should their tribute yield— 

If I were King.

If I were King, by forethought duly planned, 
None should feel life’s good imperiled by age, 
Nor aught that fortune sends of accident,
To mar the spirit’s vision of content —

If I were King.

If I were King, and all the world should say, 
That past achievement I dreamed dreams in 

vain,
Swift shall my tongue hurl back the hateful lie, 
That gives to men for heritage a hell —

If I were King.

If I were King, and I stood all alone,
Dreaming the dream of heaven on our earth, 
Still would I whisper with my dying breath, 
“Some day Thy will on earth too shall be done, 

O  King of Kings.”
—  G  JlNARAJADASA

You And I
When I can understand myself 
Then I shall know you too;

For that which is the “I” in me 
Is also “I” in you.

These personalities which hide 
Our inner selves may be

As varied as creation’s forms, 
And moody as the sea;

But “I” in you and me remains 
That Principle Divine.

Thus you and I are, truly, One 
In God’s unique design.

� �� ���� � ������ �! �����

Life
Darkness, silence, death: To those who weep, 

These are the ghoulish goblins of despair 
That haunt the graveyard of their hopes, and 

keep
By day and night their ghostly vigil there.

There is no darkness. E’en the gloomiest night, 
Its blackness unrelieved by one faint ray, 

Had we but eyes to see, is filled with light 
More radiant and brilliant than the day.

There is no silence. What may so appear 
With melody mysterious softly rings.

The Universe, had we but ears to hear,
With harmony celestial sweetly sings.

There is no death. That which we call its portal, 
To those who hear and see and think aright, 

Is but the Gate to realms Immortal,
Where there is naught but Love and Life 

and Light.
� �! ���� �W. " ������

-------------------□ ------------------

My Garden
Sometimes the angels walk here in the stillness 

of my garden.
I feel their subtle presence
And there is a strange, celestial perfume
That is even sweeter than the white star-jasmine
In the moonlit summer air.
I am sure the angels linger here,
For yesterday I heard the twinkling, whispering 

of the poplars
As they confided in the sycamores.
And then today, I watched a green-gold hum­

mingbird,
Perch steadily in dear mid-air, its weight borne 

by an angel-hand.
Oh yes, I know the angels walk within the quiet 

of my garden
For there’s a gentle, healing, presence always 

here.
� �# � ��� �" ����
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Hints to New Members
BY ANN KERR

A member of The Theosophical Society is 
often the only one in his family who has any 
interest in Theosophy. He has found the solu­
tion to one or more of his problems through his 
study of the Ancient Wisdom as revealed through 
the Society, and his first reaction is to spread 
the glad tidings to all his family and friends.

Perhaps it is the idea of reincarnation that 
has meant so much to him, or life after death, 
or the possibilities of the power and use of 
thought. Whatever his particular interest, the 
evangelistic spirit pleases him and he is off 
to convert his entire world to the new truth.

The complications which follow are often 
disastrous, and frequently unnecessarily so. 
Wives and husbands who do not see to eye 
on this new subject are overcome with shock 
caused by the fear of losing something of the 
other’s interest through its influence. Sons and 
daughters cannot understand mother’s sudden 
enthusiasm for a “ new-fangled religion” and 
her efforts to serve vegetarian meals, which in 
her inexperience are rather tasteless compared 
with the steaks they have a right to expect. 
Friends are baffled by the changes wrought in 
one of their number and soon grow weary of 
being told that they are going to live on earth 
again whether they want to return to this mad 
world or not.

Some of the older members of the Society 
know to their present sorrow that much of this 
misunderstanding in their own lives could have 
been avoided if they had used more kindness, 
understanding and tact with their families and 
friends when they became interested in The­
osophy; if in their awakening to a larger vision 
of life, they had not tried to impose their ideas 
on others but had endeavored to see them­
selves as others saw them.

The knowledge of Theosophy changes all of us 
somewhat, and many of us completely. It gives

us a new sense of values, under the influence of 
which our actions, feelings and thoughts are 
changed.

Is it not putting too great a strain on friend­
ships, marriages and other ties of affection to 
expect those dear to us to remain unaffected 
by our metamorphosis? The burden of re­
sponsibility rests with us in this instance. And 
that responsibility is at least two-fold: that of 
saving our present happy relationships and of 
upholding the integrity of the Society.

If Theosophy has filled us with the desire to 
be of service to the world, our first action should 
not be that of throwing our own small world into 
a chaotic condition from which it may never 
recover.

Be full of enthusiasm, by all means, but re­
member that one Theosophical book does not 
contain all the truth and that constant study is 
necessary if you are to understand what The­
osophy is. Remember that it is not enough 
to learn about Theosophy. There is the neces­
sity to learn also how to use the knowledge. 
We do not know Theosophy until we learn 
adjustment without sacrifice of principle and 
unaffected kindliness amidst difference of out­
look. Even years of study will not reveal truth 
to you unless you apply the knowledge you 
acquire to your own life. Then will under­
standing and wisdom be yours.

In the meantime, while you are learning all 
the ramifications of Theosophy, share (not im­
pose) your new knowledge with others. If your 
words are misunderstood, your life need not be.

Remember always that you are the one who 
has broken away from the familiar pattern, and 
help others to realize that the change is good by 
your increased love, understanding and infinite 
patience.

It is the life we live that will reveal to the 
world what is Theosophy.

Let us not build ourselves idols in our own 
shadows for the Eternal Light.

image, and accept the

— H. P. B.
------------------- □ -------------------■

There is only one way to get ready for immor­
tality, and that is to love this life and live it as 
bravely and as faithfully and cheerfully as 
we can.

—  H e n r y  v a n  D y k e
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Theosophy in the Field
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�� THE AM ERICAN THEOSOPHIST

At the public forum which followed, Miss 
Ruby Radford introduced Mr. Michel, who pre­
sided Michael Ehrhardt, President of the Atlan­
ta Youth Lodge, presented a talk entitled, “ Thy 
Will Be Done” ; Mrs. Geoffrey Hirsch, also of 
the Youth Lodge, spoke on “ Our Debts and

Debtors” ; and Mr. Geoffrey Stevens, President 
of the Atlanta Lodge, discussed “ The Fulfilling of 
the Law.”  After these talks, the meeting was 
thrown open to questions from the floor. Many 
stimulating questions were asked and satisfac­
torily answered by the several speakers.

�������������� �������������

W ork o f Art for Adyar
Reporting progress to the President, Mr. James S. Perkins, Chairman 

of the Committee to select a work of art suitable for presentation to 
Adyar, has written to Dr. Arundale as follows:

November 22, 1939
Dear Dr. Arundale:

In these strenuous times, and amid the anx­
ieties with which I know you are so preoccupied, 
I feel it will bring a certain happiness to you to 
hear of the progress that members of the Ameri­
can Section are making toward materializing one 
of your great dreams for Adyar.

Some of us from the first have felt that your 
plan to gather at Adyar a collection of works 
of art from all the nations of the world, each 
representing the spirit of a nation, was splendidly 
conceived. It is a truly noble idea, and one 
worthy of The Theosophical Society. If each 
nation would contribute a work of art honestly 
representative of the spirit of the nation, and 
were these placed side by side in one collection, 
we would discover wonderful unities, and a de­
monstrable brotherhood of the nations in ideal, 
as well as a key to the great cultural gift of 
each nation as it might be intuitively perceived 
by the artist. Such a collection would be a 
remarkable contribution to civilization.

With such realizations in mind, and inspired 
by your enthusiasm, we in America have taken 
steps toward its practical consummation. The 
folder I am enclosing explains the history of 
our procedure to the present. On its cover is 
a reproduction of the model executed by Mr. 
Richmond Barthe. He has utilized the concept 
created by the committee.

You may recall that upon the last afternoon 
of your Summer School visit to Olcott in 1938 
I showed you a drawing I had made embodying 
the general idea for the statue. At that time 
you approved of the theme. Later, in New York,

Rukmini discovered the talented young negro 
sculptor, Mr. Barthe. Most fortunately he has 
become deeply interested in this project. This 
summer Mr. Jinarajadasa gave his approval of 
the model submitted.

Since it appears that Mr. Barth£ is undoubt­
edly a young genius who is rapidly becoming one 
of America’s important sculptors, we feel that 
we are well on the way to a happy fulfillment 
of the conditions laid down in your original 
plan; namely, that each work of art should be 
truly representative of the spirit of the nation, 
as well as of the spirit of art in the nation.

Mr. Cook has suggested that we write inform­
ing you of the progress made, and the fact that 
work has begun upon the finished statue with 
a schedule of completion by next summer’s Con­
vention. We do not, of course, plan to ship the 
completed piece to Adyar until after the war, 
when the world may once more turn its heart 
and mind to civilizing influences, and precious 
shipments be safe again upon the high seas.

Knowing that more than ever is it necessary 
now to think of Adyar as a flaming world center 
of Unity and Will, we feel that such an activity 
as this will, at this time, aid in turning our 
attention to Adyar at lofty and exalted levels.

With all good wishes, 
Yours sincerely, 

$�	�� � ��� � ������ � 
Chairman, Adyar Work of Art Committee.

The Committee is seeking contributions to 
cover the cost of this gift to Adyar. It can easily 
be met with sums of $1 by each member who 
wishes to be represented in this presentation.

����������� � �����������

Be more charitable for others than for yourself, and more severe on 
yourself than on others.

—  H. P. � �������� �
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W e  T h a n k  Y o u

Mr. Cook and Miss Snodgrass, as well as every 
member of the staff, are most grateful for the 
many messages of loving friendship and warm 
good wishes for the coming year received during 
the Holiday season. To our friends everywhere 
we reciprocate most heartily, and send our appre­
ciation of your friendship and wishes for your 
true happiness throughout 1940.

This miracle of exchange deepens and causes 
to glow more warmly the ties of our comrade­
ship as we are dedicated to the great work of 
our Society.

C am paign : T h eo so p h y  Is th e N e x t  Step.

Several months ago members all over the 
world sent to Adyar material to be used as the 
basis for the series of Campaign booklets. The 
booklets were printed but many excellent arti­
cles remained which it was planned to share 
with members through the pages of The The- 
osophist and The Theosophical Worker. Late in 
August a war-time postal regulation was imposed 
making it impossible for India to send second 
class matter to neutral countries. Consequently 
some lodges have not received the leaflets they 
ordered and subscribers have received no jour­
nals since the September issue. Thus we have 
been deprived of the exchange of ideas which 
had been planned to assist us in the Campaign 
work.

It is expected that this postal regulation will 
soon be rescinded. In the meantime we urge 
members to work more strenuously than ever 
to establish Brotherhood in the world through 
the use of the Campaign program.

While we cannot at present share the ma­
terial sent to Adyar from other nations, each 
lodge will soon receive from Olcott copies of 
some of the articles sent from this country. 
We shall also be glad to exchange with lodges 
any ideas for successful Campaign activities 
which they will send us. We can strengthen the 
World Campaign by doing our local work well.

Dr. P ieter  K. Roest
The man}' friends of Dr. Roest will be happy 

indeed to learn that he has recently received an 
appointment to a government position in the 
Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation. De­
tails of his activities, as well as his location, are 
as yet undetermined, but it is chiefly important 
that, the difficult interim has ended, and that he 
is now on his way to new success.

T h e  T h e o so p h ic a l O rd er  o f  S erv ice
Two new appointments in the Theosophical 

Order of Service have been reported to us as 
follows:

Mr. Ray W. Harden, National Head Brother 
of the Watcher Department;

Miss Esther C. Renshaw, National Head 
Brother of the World Peace Department.

Miss Lucia McBride of Cleveland, has been 
appointed Federation Head Brother for the 
Ohio Federation.

Mr. Ray W. Harden, new National Head of 
the Watcher Department, will have the closest 
cooperation from Mr. Fritz Kunz, of the The­
osophical World University, but in order to 
avoid confusion this collaboration will be direct 
and simple, no title being used by Mr. Kunz 
(at his request) in this connection. Through 
the fusing of these two departments the term 
“ Head Brother of the Research Division of the 
Watcher Department”  is therefore dropped.

Mr. K n u d sen  in C h in a
Friends of Mr. A. F. Knudsen, the Presidential 

Agent in East Asia, will be keenly regretful to 
know that Japanese interference in Shanghai has 
resulted in the loss of the T. S. Headquarters 
which Mr. Knudsen purchased there. Unfortu­
nately, the change was imposed at considerable 
financial loss, so that our work is temporarily 
handicapped because of the unfriendly action.

Nevertheless, the work goes on and is being 
reorganized to meet the situation. All honor to 
Mr. Knudsen and to his assistant, Mr. James L. 
Hadaway, for their courage and devotion in the 
midst of many obstacles.

Please note that both Mr. Knudsen and Mr. 
Hadaway are to be addressed as follows:

Palace Hotel 
Shanghai, China

A p p re c ia te d  A b r o a d
From outside ;the United States the 58-page 

mimeographed report of our last Convention has 
received greater recognition than among our own 
people. Only a few lodge presidents have ac­
knowledged it; very few others have sent in 
the fifteen cents to cover postage in order to 
receive a personal copy. (See page 284 of our 
December number.) An extra supply is still 
available. The report contains valuable data 
for those who are active workers.

Reports of last year’s Workers Conference 
are also available, on payment of postage — 
15 cents; the two.together for 25 cents.
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Valuable Work, Silently Done
A  Happy New Year to all!
And when New Year Resolutions are made, 

the Publicity Department hopes that it will be 
the recipient of many ideas for service that will 
make Theosophy practical to a world so sorely 
burdened with strife.

It is not clear to some members just how 
they can best serve, for they feel that every­
thing they think of has probably already been 
thought of by others. But “ each unselfish, 
poised and spiritually growing man is a center 
of constructive force,”  and it will be an en­
couragement to watch a good resolve, long 
hidden in the heart, materialize into action.

This Department yearns to cooperate with 
anyone who is altruistically inclined, and as it 
turns the leaf of the old year, it brings to the 
attention of those interested, the work of one 
gracious philanthropist who still prefers to work 
silently and to remain unknown.

In 1932 his idea was to place Elementary The­
osophy, by L. W. Rogers, in a few university 

•libraries and prisons, the Publicity Department 
to handle all correspondence and shipments 
and he to defray the cost of books and trans­
portation charges.

As his finances permitted, the project in 1934 
and 1935 included many special libraries. Then 
fed by his devotion and aspiration, the work 
so well begun became a widely planned activity 
which in 1937 through 1939 assumed such pro­
portions as to cover the placing of Elementary 
Theosophy, by L. W. Rogers, or Theosophy Sim­
plified, by Irving S. Cooper, or An Outline of 
Theosophy, by C. W. Leadbeater, in every li­
brary of any size in the forty-eight states of 
America, as well as colleges, hospitals and naval 
ships. Lodges, also, were recipients of Ele­
mentary Theosophy and Hints to Students of 
Occultism,.by L. W. Rogers.

And the results? 1,025 volumes —  messengers 
of Theosophy in every community, giving il­
lumination and strength to all who are searching 
for that inner peace which is man’s natural 
way of life. We know that our silent sponsor’s 
heart will be filled with joy as so many kind 
thoughts are directed toward him in appreci­
ation of his great service to the cause of The­
osophy.

There must be many “ hopes”  which can be 
turned into definite channels of service, and as 
the Publicity Department eagerly awaits sug­
gestions, it offers a motto for the year:

“ With your soul turned towards the Fountain 
of Light work on to that great end for which 
you are here, your heart embracing all mankind, 
but perfectly resigned as to the result of your 
labors.”

A  Christmas Gift to Olcott
We are indebted to the loving thoughtfulness 

of the members of Bremerton Lodge for a very 
practical gift, including sheets, pillow slips, pot 
holders, bath towels, tea towels and similar es­
sential household supplies.

We are most grateful to these friends not 
only for the kindness and generosity of the 
thought, but for their remembrance of the needs 
of their Headquarters.

Achievement by Mrs. Bow
Fellow-members everywhere will be happy to 

know that a new library has recently been 
erected, and that it will bear the name of Mrs. 
Lily Lawrence Bow. This new library is really 
a tribute to Mrs. Bow herself, since it has been 
to her untiring effort through many years that 
the library has developed and has grown to 
serve the community so splendidly.

Our congratulations and appreciation to our 
member, Mrs. Bow, for her accomplishment.

Congratulations to Helena Lodge
It was a most constructive action on the 

part of our members in Helena to present to 
their public library a copy of the Adyar edition 
of The Secret Doctrine, by Madame Blavatsky.

As a result they secured a very fine writeup 
in their local newspaper, excerpts from The 
Secret Doctrine itself, mention of Madame 
Blavatsky, and worthwhile publicity for the 
lodge itself.

We heartily recommend this action to other 
lodges.

Our Gratitude to Mrs. Mayes
Mrs. Catharine G. Mayes is always thinking 

of ways in which she can be helpful to Olcott, 
and in this last instance she has made available 
to us two old and valuable Italian chairs, with 
their supplementary piece, a quaint but useful 
glass-topped table.

We are most appreciative of this addition to 
our furnishings.

Captain George H. Wilson
In the passing on November 13 of Captain 

George H. Wilson of Louisville, Kentucky, our 
Society has lost a member outstanding for very 
many years in loyalty to the great work of our 
movement. For the past five years illness has 
prevented his participation in lodge work, al­
though prior to that time he was an inspiring 
and devoted lodge president and lecturer, not 
only in his own community but among the lodges 
in the district.

Although restricted by illness he nevertheless 
continued cheerfully and helpfully in his con-
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tacts with many friends and acquaintances. It 
is noteworthy also that in accordance with his 
own directions a very brief service conducted 
by the secretary of his Masonic lodge took place 
at the time of the cremation, accomplished so 
quietly and with such beauty that the occasion 
proved a revelation to the few friends who par­
ticipated, opening as it did a view into the 
larger life into which he has entered.

Captain Wilson had been associated with 
a marine insurance company as field surveyor 
for very many years, and was widely known and 
honored among many friends and business asso­
ciates.

Truly a stalwart in all the aspects of his life, 
he has left to those who knew him inspiration 
to live more truly and more nobly.

Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Hughes
The many friends of our members, Mr. and 

Mrs. Hughes, who traveled across our country 
last spring, will be very happy to know that 
although they were caught in Sweden when the 
war broke out they were able to secure passage 
to this country, and to return again to the Pacific 
coast, from which they sailed on December 14 
for Singapore.

Although Mr. Hughes’ leave of absence was 
thus broken and their plans disarranged, never­
theless it is happiness to know that they are 
safe and on their way home, where they may 
be addressed as noted below.

Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Hughes, 
Boustead & Company Ltd. 
Singapore.

To Those Who Mourn Club 
Shipments of booklets from November 16 to 

December IS:
California ......................................................... 25
Georgia .............................................................  5
Illinois ...............................................................  600
Kansas................   5
Maryland ........................................................... 200
Missouri ...........................................................  SO
New Jersey....................................  400
New Y o r k ........................................................... 211
Ohio ..........................   115
Pennsylvania .......... 300

Total 1911

A Lotus Blossoms, by Gwladys Price- 
Williams. Printed by Shenandoah Pub­
lishing House, Inc., Strasburg, Virginia, 
by the Author. Price $2.00.

New Members for November
Applications for membership were received 

during the month of November from the follow­
ing lodges: Besant (Cleveland), Billing?, Coving­
ton, Houston, Joliet, Los Angeles, Miami, Oak 
Park, Paterson, Rainbow, Springfield, and Na­
tional Members from New York City, and 
Woodstock, Illinois.

The Joke of the Month
In the routine activities of our lodges humor­

ous incidents and situations are continually 
occurring. Some of them come to our attention 
and we believe that our readers would like to 
share in the enjoyment of some of them, so we 
plan to set aside this corner of our magazine 
each month for printing bits of humor and funny 
happenings that are sent in to us.

For instance, when one lodge advertised a 
lecture on “ Man and His Bodies”  recently, the 
editor of the local newspaper called the lodge 
to ask if the title should not be changed to 
“ Man and His Buddies.”

Will you share some of the jokes that the 
members of your lodge have enjoyed? Just 
mail them to the editor of T h e  A m e r i c a n  T h e -  

o s o p h i s t .

Statistics
November 15— December 15, 1939 

American Theosophical Fund
Previously reported 
T o  D ecem ber 1 5 . . .

5204.65
2.00 5206.65

Building Fund
Previously re p orted .........................................................
T o  D ecem ber 15 ................................................................

Refugee Fund
T o  D ecem ber 15 ................................................................

Adyar Art Project
Previously re p orted ..........................................................
T o  D ecem ber 15 ................................................................

5263.50
5.00

427.00
54.00

268.50

62.00

481.00

Olcott Gate Way Fund
T o  D ecem ber 15 ................................................................  300.00

Founder/  Day Donations
T o  D ecem ber 1 5 ................................................................  111.73

Christmas Donations
T o  D ecem ber 15................................................................. 12.00

Births
T o  D r. and M rs. F. Y . Takahashi, Fellowship L od ge , C h icago, 

a daughter, A n ita , N ovem ber 27th.

Deaths
M r. J. D . Price, Seattle L odge o f  T h e  Inner L ight, N ovem ber 9th . 
C apt. G eo . H . W ilson . N ational M em ber, N ovem ber 13th.
M rs. C ora  C . JonCs, R ichm ond L od ge , N ovem b er 22 , 1939.
M rs. Em m a A . D evons, N ationa l M em ber, N ovem ber 8th.
M iss A n na D . H eick, M aryland L od ge , D ecem ber 9th.

Marriages
M iss M o ira F. A im er, A ustria , and D r. Frank S. Steiner, N ation s  

M ctnbcfy D ecem ber 2nd«
M rs. Louise R u nyon , B rotherhood L od ge , to  M r . O ctave  Legendre, 

N ovem ber 25th.
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