
T H E
r r \  A M E R I C A N

� � � � � � � � � � 	
Official Organ of� � � � � � � � � � � � � �	 � � � � � 	 �� � � � in America

���

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � �� � � � � ����
� � � � � � � ��� � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � �  � � � ! � "# � 	 � " $ �" � �� " �
	 � � � ���� �

% � � � � 	 �� � ��&��

� � ' �� �() �� � " � �) �� � � �� �*
� � � �� � � �� � � �+ �

� ) � � � ����" �"(� � �� ��
+ �+ � � �%%� � �

� � � � � *�!����*� � � � !�#� �� �
��� � � � % � � � � � � � � � �

�	��,��� -� ./01

Under the Auspices of� 	 � � � 	 � � � �� � � �� � �� �� ���	� � �����



October 1. My Birthday greeting 

to you, Brothers all the world over, is written from amidst 

the encircling Himalayas. But not a vestige of them is 

visible, thick-shrouded as they are in earth-born clouds. 

Shall I then doubt that the mountains are there, that their 

green slopes, their mighty crags, their heaven-piercing 

peaks of snow, are but dreams, imagination fashioned? 

Nay, verily, for I have seen them, I have trodden them, 

and I KNOW .

With equal certainty, with equal surety, I know the 

unshakable truths of the Ancient Wisdom, of the Hierarchy 

who guides, the World-Teacher who inspires, the Em­

bodied W ill who rules. The Himalayas may crumble, but 

These abide in the Eternal. I see the Star that shines ever 

over the White Island. Lift up your eyes, my Brothers, and 

you shall see it,- then face fearlessly the raging of the storm.

Dr. Besant’s Birthday Message, 1922

☆
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The Society must remember, with a deeper 
memory majestically lifting it above the cloud- 
ridden earth into the sunlit sky above, Those 
who made it Their nineteenth-century gift to 
the world together with the Theosophy which 
is its life. And in remembering Them it must 
remember that it is They who guide and direct 
the world within a Plan which inexorably un­
folds to Righteousness.

Thus lifted into the heights of Truth, the 
Society must descend to earth shining with 
Truth’s Light, declaring to a world wandering 
distracted in darkness and torn by confusion 
and temptation the nature of the Truth for 
this time of cataclysm and adjustment, the na­
ture of the Way of Brotherhood. And it is 
the herculean task of a wartime President to 
strive so to direct this deeper memory of the 
Society that it may become, without fear and 
without favor, a universal power strengthening 
the world to choose aright on this Day of 
Judgment which is indeed a Day of Choice.

Making Right Choice
Such a President must look fearlessly in the 

face the whole conception of the Society’s neu­
trality. There is no real neutrality in such 
times as these either for individual, community, 
faith or nation. There is only choice. It is the 
splendid opportunity of the Society itself to 
choose, in the inclination of its life though not 
necessarily in the dictates of constitutionally 
adopted forms: thus to be in every part of 
its organism, a vivid monument to the nature 
of Right Choice.

Not that every member will endorse the 
choice. Some may oppose it and perhaps com­
bat it. They are welcome within the Society, 
and their membership is honored. But the 
majority of the members must endorse the 
choice if the choice be right. The public opinion 
of the majority of the members must approve 
such a choice, or the Society would have to 
wait awhile before it can become again that 
true channel of the living Truth which it has 
been before in earlier times of crisis, and which 
it must be, and, I believe, is being, supremely 
today.

In Tune With Universal Will
There are times when the Society must fight 

for the Right, must range itself on the side 
of Right against the side of evil and wrong, 
even though not by actual declaration. And it 
is the responsibility of a President who holds 
office in such times to see to it that the Society 
does so range itself in its life, even though, as 
I have said, there be no official declaration to 
this effect

A wartime President is no mere citizen of 
the country of his birth, no mere member of 
his faith, no mere holder of his opinions.

Indeed, at all times he must be a citizen of 
the whole world and of every country in it  
He must have no barriers of citizenship. He 
must have no barriers of religion or sect He 
must be active in the great and universal fel­
lowship of faiths. He must learn to subordinate 
his own small and personal views to those 
greater concepts of life to which every Theoso- 
phist should constantly be seeking to adjust 
himself.

But in these tremendous times more than 
ever must he in every part of his being be 
universal, without distinction of any kind. This 
is imperative, so that he may be intent on 
attuning himself to the Universal Will in such 
shadow of it as may be the light least blinding 
to his eyes.

People, even some members, may be think­
ing today that the Society has an Englishman 
and a Christian as its President, and one with 
such and such opinions and prejudices and out­
look. He is indeed an Englishman. But he is 
more. He is indeed a Christian. But he is 
more. As for his opinions and prejudices and 
outlook, these he must ever seek to place on 
one side for this incarnation— they can if nec­
essary be resumed when a more peaceful life 
appears around the comer—so that he may be­
come more and more that which he has ever 
sought to become from the moment of his join­
ing the Society forty-five years ago, and indeed 
even before that, a faithful servant of the Mas­
ters and of Their appointed agents working 
for Them in the outer world. No doubt he has 
passed through times of faithlessness, and has 
served ill. But on the whole he hopes that 
faithfulness has outweighed faithlessness. And 
above all he hopes that as President of the Mas­
ters’ Society in this supreme time of trial he is 
nothing if not honest in his faithfulness even 
though by no means always wise or reflecting 
accurately Their will.

It is because my whole being bums with a 
most ardent fire of faithfulness that I do not 
hesitate to declare as I have declared in the 
August Watch-Tower of The Theosophist what 
is threatening the whole world today, how The 
Theosophical Society and Theosophy are threat­
ened, and what is the duty of every member 
of the Society who sees his way to perform it. 
Let there be little of George Sydney Arundale 
as President of The Theosophical Society. It 
is not he that is wanted just now, if at any 
time. Let there be much— would he could dare 
to say “ all”— of a true, impersonal servant of
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the Elder Brethren and therefore of a true and 
wise friend of his fellow-members. Let there 
be the most possible of the life that shall serve 
the Society, and the least possible of any igno­
rance that shall hinder it.

���+����$���  A  &�+�*����
In any case, the Society must shine unequivo­

cally in the midst of the present darkness. In 
such times as these neither nation nor faith nor 
individual dare sit upon a fence of indecision 
or self-interest. These times call for decision 
and for action, and above all for that selfless

universal conception of life which is to take 
the place of the idea of mankind as living in the 
compartments of nationality or faith or race. 
It is to the acid test of a developed sense of 
universality to which nation and faith and indi­
vidual are being subjected today. Those who 
fail in it will be dying in the old world however 
much they may appear to be living in the new.

The Theosophical Society belongs to the new 
world, and its President must help to insure 
that it goes forward into the new world splendid­
ly endowed with the new world’s uncompromis­
ing youth.

II* O f The Society
I desire it to be very clearly understood that 

I am in no doubt whatever as to the fact that 
the continued effective existence of The Theo­
sophical Society ¡n the world and the increasing 
shining of the Light of Theosophy entirely de­
pends upon the victory of the Allied Powers 
in the present war.

'���������������
With the victory of Germany and Italy, with 

a growing influence of Russia and Japan which 
would undoubtedly follow such victory, every 
force throughout the world which makes for 
freedom, justice and culture, in fact for civiliza­
tion, would either be crushed or would suffer 
substantial and disintegrating diminution and 
gradually recede before the advancing tide of 
soullessness. I know well that the Society would 
become impotent to pursue its great Objects 
were ruthless and callous mind to gain mastery 
over its rightful master, the soul. I know, for 
I have seen, what is the nature of the forces 
that malignly direct Germany and Italy through 
their tools Hitler and Mussolini. I know what 
we might have to fear from Russia and Japan.

I know, therefore, however much I may lay 
myself open to misunderstanding and to abuse 
— one or two friends write that they no longer 
have any respect for me— that I must do my 
utmost to protect our Society, its Universality, 
and the pursuit of its Objects, by calling upon 
every member to do his utmost to strengthen 
those forces under the aegis of which alone can 
the Society continue to function and the sun 
of Theosophy continue to shine.

Russia killed the Russian Section of The 
Theosophical Society. Germany killed the Ger­
man Section and the Austrian Section. Italy 
killed the Italian Section. In each of these 
countries Theosophists are persecuted for their 
Theosophy. In Poland the Polish Section is

banned. I very much doubt if either in Belgium 
or in Holland or in France the splendid Section 
of the Society in each is able to function, for, 
of course, I have received no news from any 
country since their pollution by Germany. The­
osophy is just as much anathema to Germany 
as are the Jews and the Roman Catholics.

&����������$��%��,����
Am I as President of The Theosophical 

Society to keep quiet as Theosophy and The 
Theosophical Society are thus sought to be 
trampled under foot and crushed out of exist­
ence? Am I to refrain from denouncing those 
countries and their rulers which would lay im­
pious hands on the Masters* gifts to the world? 
Am I to make a criminal fetish of neutrality by 
saying nothing and doing nothing while the 
hosts of evil advance upon Theosophy and its 
channel to the outer world?

Is there any Theosophist who can be, who 
can dare to be, neutral as he sees all that he 
cherishes as sacred, all that he knows to be of 
inestimable blessing to the world, in the gravest 
danger of annihilating desecration? Is there 
any Theosophist who can remain unmoved at 
the sight of tyranny, cruelty, oppression, brute 
force, darkness, slowly but surely enveloping 
the world? His country may be neutral. But 
can he be neutral as he watches his faith, his 
hope, his trust, his Truth, in danger of being 
snatched away from him, from his fellows and 
from the whole world? Can he be neutral as 
he watches his spiritual home in grave danger 
of demolition, already being attacked and rav­
aged in the outskirts? As he busies himself 
about his house itself he may have no occa­
sion to heed the approaching desolation, but 
if he will look out upon the environs he will 
find the houses of many of his spiritual family

- %��������� ��� )���  234)
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Our Electoral Procedures
BY E. NORMAN PEARSON

IN THE September issue of � �� � � �������  
� ��	�	����� �� Mr. Rogers expressed some 
views indicating why he believes the By- 

Laws of our Section should be changed to pro­
vide a different method of electing the National 
Board of Directors.

I agree with the principle which Mr. Rogers 
enunciates, but I cannot agree with the appli­
cation of that principle which he suggests.

Mr. Rogers proposes that the present Board, 
consisting of seven members, should be increased 
to include an elected representative from each 
Federation. But, recognizing the fact that such 
a body would be too unwieldy to transact the 
business of the Section (which frequently calls 
for quick decisions and prompt action), he 
suggests that the Board, so elected, should then 
choose from among its own members and “ Ex­
ecutive Committee within the governing body,” 
so that there would be “ no larger number for 
active work than we have now.”

Thus, there would be a nominally active 
Board of more than fourteen members, while a 
smaller group, the “ Executive Committee,”  
actually would be responsible for the affairs of 
the Section. Therefore, we should find ourselves 
in exactly the same position as at the present 
time, but with this great disadvantage — the 
general membership would elect only the larger 
body, and would have surrendered its power of 
choosing the personnel of those actually respon­
sible for conducting the business of the Section. 
True, this is substantially the method used in 
England today. But there are members in 
England who are asking for a change in this 
method, for the very reason which I have given.

I believe it would be unwise to adopt it in 
America.

And yet, I must support the principle stated 
by those who brought forward the resolution 
presented at Convention. Undoubtedly a more 
active participation by the membership in the 
government of the Section is a vital necessity. 
Members must recognize their individual re­
sponsibility and must be given every oppor­
tunity to participate intelligently in the guid­
ance of the Section. Therefore, I would ask 
permission to place an alternative suggestion

before the Committee studying this problem.
I suggest that the Board of Directors remain 
as at present (for it is as large as is consistent 
with efficiency); but that it shall be elected 
by “ Districts,”  each “ District”  to consist of a 
number of states so arranged that an approxi­
mately equal number of members are in each. 
Any member of really proved ability (and that 
is very necessary for membership on the Na­
tional Board) would be known within such a 
grouping of adjacent states. Thus, as the Na­
tional President and the National Vice-President 
are members of the Board, there would be five 
Districts which might be called the “ Northern,” 
“ Southern,”  “ Eastern,”  “ Western,”  and “ Cen­
tral” —  or any other convenient designation.

Then I would suggest that, in addition to the 
Board, which is responsible for the business of 
the Section, there should be a “ National Ad­
visory Council,”  to be composed of the Presi­
dent of each accredited Federation, the duties 
of such Council to be those of considering new 
ways of working, to form a clearing house for 
new ideas, and to advise the President on mat­
ters of importance in the light of their knowl­
edge of the work in their Federation areas. 
Each Federation President would then become a 
direct link between that Federation and the 
National President and the whole body would 
weld together the Federations through the work­
ing of their Presidents on the Council. Feder­
ations have developed healthily during the past 
fifteen years. They have filled a definite place 
in the National Work. I believe the time now 
has come when they should be recognized offi­
cially in the Section’s organic structure. Such 
a Council, I am convinced, could fill a great 
need and become an invaluable source of help 
and advice to the National President, and 
through him, to the Section. The membership 
of this Council already is chosen —  the Feder­
ation Presidents. It needs only organizing and 
organizing into an active unit.

In the space which can be alloted in our 
magazine it is not feasible to deal with these 
proposals in greater detail. However, this de­
tail will be placed before the committee and I 
commend them to the membership for their 
consideration.

To live to benefit mankind is the first step.
� ���� ��� � �� ����� �
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Report o f the Committee on the W orld Goal for 
Immediate Political Achievement

BY MARY C. WERZEL, CHAIRMAN

( Readers should review the “ Theme”  of the 
Committee work given in a preamble to the 
First Committee Report in our September num­
ber. The Second Committee, under the Chair­
manship of Mary C. Werzel, considered the 
subject from the following viewpoint:

What is to be achieved politically as the 
more immediate world goal? What is America’s 
part in its achievement? Does America have the 
power to influence the world trend to this goal? 
I f so what would be the result of her failure 
to do so?

Its deliberations brought forth the following 
report which provided a basis for discussion 
in Convention, but reports were not adopted 
and are not official transactions.

Report of the Third Committee will appear 
in an early issue. Ed.)

A brotherhood of nations in a world federa­
tion is the next goal politically.

America’s first part in achieving the brother­
hood of nations is to immediately oppose 
the axis powers, since the axis by statement 
and act wills to stamp out brotherhood, de­
clares belief in race superiority, declares for 
subjection of the individual to the state, rather 
than believes the state to be the aggregate of 
its individuals, and subjugates the people for 
the good of the dictator, even though favoring 
some classes and races with slight compensa­
tions for unquestioning following of the dicta­
tor orders.

This opposition should be un-reserved, to­
tal opposition with full cooperation by what­
ever means necessary, including men, arms, 
money and united spiritual strength to combat 
the total mobilization of armed aggressors who 
march against brotherhood to destroy it.

America’s second part in achieving the brother­
hood of nations is to immediately begin putting 
democracy on a sound basis here. The broader 
base is sounder in a democracy. Therefore the 
bottom must be widened and vitalized. Educa­
tion of the voter is the answer. The greatest 
possible number of our citizens must function 
politically. If Democracy has seemed to fall 
short it is not that the Democratic form is out­
moded or worn out. The Democratic ideal 
is unlimited, ever growing, inexhaustible. The 
failure has been a failure of citizens who

have enjoyed the freedoms and ignored the 
duties that are theirs in a democracy.

The Committee specifically calls the attention 
of Theosophists who feel their responsibility as 
both U. S. and world citizens to the following:

a. Adult education movements offering citi­
zenship courses to voters coming of age, to 
new immigrant citizens, and to our own Better 
Citizenship reading courses.

b. Citizenship courses are urged in public 
schools. Information on such courses can be 
obtained through: University of Wisconsin Citi­
zenship Division; National Education Associa­
tion, New York City; and from superintendents 
of large city schools. (Memphis has an especial­
ly fine course and the city schools there wel­
come inquiry.)

c. Present pleas and material you’ve gathered 
on citizenship courses for your school through 
the P. T. A., the school board or alumnal 
association.

d. Americans are urged to keep abreast of 
events, by radio and as wide reading as pos­
sible. Also, in order to participate fully in the 
political life of the nation by every means, 
by going forward to serve in the public offices.

e. Theosophists could well sow seeds for a 
more adequate method of representation of the 
people in the government, perhaps on the 
ancient Indian line of voting for the immediate, 
or neighborhood representative, who in turn, 
with other representatives from other sections, 
votes for the state officials. In a word, a pyramid 
system in which the voter is directly and in­
telligently represented.

These specific suggestions come as possible 
ways for laying now a broader, sounder base- 
of-the-future for a democracy that will, revital­
ized, be able to take its part in a brotherhood 
of nations to the end of greater good for all 
mankind.

A finer democracy should have already been 
developed we admit. But since this has been 
neglected, the resulting evils have generated 
part of the very force for evil now utilized 
by the aggressors against brotherhood. There­
fore knowing this, as Theosophists we must more 
speedily turn to righting the wrongs of neglect 
that the evil-force may not be added to further.

( Concluded on Page 232)
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passion. Cease ye to persecute this creature, 
who desireth not to harm you; see ye not how 
he fleeth from you, and is terrified by your 
violence?’ ”

“ And the lion came and lay at the feet of 
Jesus, and showed love to him; and the peo­
ple were astonished and said: ‘Lo this man 
Ioveth all creatures and hath power to command 
even these beasts from the desert, and they 
obey him!”

The food of John was the fruit of the Locust 
Tree and wild honey. And to all he spake, say­
ing: “ Keep yourselves from blood and things 
strangled, and from dead bodies of birds and 
beasts, and from all deeds of cruelty and from 
all that is gotten of wrong. Think ye that the 
blood of beasts and of birds will wash away sin?”

The disciples were forbidden to eat flesh 
food. “ Eat that which is set before you, but 
of that which is gotten by taking life, touch 
not, for it is not lawful to you.

“ And into whatsoever city ye enter and they 
receive you, eat such things as are set before 
you without taking of life . . .

“ And in the same house remain, eating and 
drinking such things as they give without shed­
ding of blood.”

Jesus bids us to be considerate of all creatures, 
and not of man alone. “ Be ye therefore con­
siderate, be tender, be pitiful, be kind; not to 
your own kind alone, but to every creature 
which is within your care; for ye are to them 
as gods, to whom they look in their needs.”

Jesus states definitely that he came to end 
the blood sacrifices and feasts of blood: “ He 
also said: T am come to end the sacrifices and 
feasts of blood; and if ye cease not offering and 
eating of flesh and blood, the wrath of God 
shall not cease from you; even as it came to 
your fathers in the wilderness, who lusted for 
flesh, and did eat to their content, and were 
filled with rottenness, and the plague con­
sumed them!”

The story of the miracle of the loaves and 
fishes is lacking in this translation. Instead 
there is a tale of the miracle of the bread and 
the fruit: “ And his disciples brought him two 
small baskets with bread and fruit, and a 
pitcher of water. And Jesus set the bread and 
the fruit before them and also the water. And 
they did eat and drink and were filled.

“ And they marvelled; for each had enough 
and to spare, and there were four thousand. 
And they departed, blessing God for what they 
had heard and seen.”

There are several other stories illustrating 
Jesus’ concern for animals. At the Last Supper 
Judas brings a lamb to be slain for the Pass­

over. Jesus reproves him. “ Not by shedding 
innocent blood, but by living a righteous life 
shall ye find the peace of God . . .

“ Blessed are they who keep this law; for God 
is manifested in all creatures. All creatures live 
in God, and God is hid in them . . .

“ They in every nation who defile not them­
selves with cruelty, who do righteousness, love 
mercy, and reverence all the works of God, 
who give succor to all that are weak and op­
pressed —  the same are the Israel of God.”

That the Old Testament originally contained 
similar prohibitions against the slaughter of 
animals is evident from the fact that Jesus 
quotes Jeremiah against blood offerings and 
sacrifices: “ As also Jeremiah bare witness when 
he said concerning blood offerings and sacrifices, 
‘I the Lord God commanded none of these 
things in the day that ye came out of Egypt; 
but only this I commanded you, to do right­
eousness, to walk in the ancient paths, to do 
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
your God.

“ But ye did not hearken to me who in the 
beginning gave you all manner of seed and 
fruit of the trees for the food and healing of 
man and beast.’ And they said: ‘Thou speakest 
against the law.’

“ And he said: ‘Against Moses indeed I do 
not speak, nor against the law, but against them 
who corrupted his law, which he permitted for 
the hardness of your hearts.’

Jesus straitly charges all who believe in him 
to eat only of the fruits of the tree and the 
herbs. “ For of the fruit of the trees and the 
seeds of the herbs alone do I partake, and these 
are changed by the spirit into my flesh and 
blood. Of these alone and their like shall ye 
eat who believe in me and are my disciples; for 
of these, in the spirit, come life and health and 
healing unto man . . .

“ Verily I say unto you, in the beginning all 
creatures of God did find their sustenance in 
the herbs and the fruits of the earth alone, till 
the ignorance and selfishness of man turned 
many of them from the use which God had given 
them to that which was contrary to their 
original use; but even these shall yet return 
to their natural food; as it is written in the 
prophets, and their words shall not fail.”

It is evident from these few excerpts that 
the Bible was originally a much more compre­
hensive document than we have today. There 
were no discrepancies between its teachings 
and those of the Ancient Wisdom, and it em­
phatically forbade the killing of animals for use 
or pleasure or profit. The value of the Gospel

( Concluded on Page 232)
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The Listening Heart
BY VIVA EMMONS

(The Olcott Lecture of 1940; Condensed by the Author.)

TO CONTEMPLATE the prospect of 
happiness as a universal state for human­
ity is almost mockery today. We seem 

to be caught in a vast web of collective frustra­
tion from which, as individuals, we are power­
less to escape. We see dictators rise to power 
by the sacrifice of individual rights, violating 
something deep and fundamental in every hu­
man heart. Yet we know that the avenues by 
which happiness is achieved are the same today 
as they have always been— through work, play, 
creative expression and human contacts. It 
is when our right to achievement along these 
lines is frustrated that we feel the need to 
test its value. Is it a mirage which has tricked 
us with false promises?

I propose to try to show that in man some 
of nature’s laws appear to operate as human 
rights, the gratification of which are largely re­
sponsible for his happiness; and to accent that 
phase of happiness derived from human con­
tacts. Modern psychologists recognize that “ the 
objects most essential to our happiness are 
other human beings.” * It is with this in mind 
that the whole subject of the three fundamental 
rights, Life, Liberty and Love, is approached.

It is no wonder that we prize the “ Right to 
Live,”  for it springs from matter itself. “ Forms 
change, but matter cannot be destroyed,”  says 
the scientist. But, more than that, through 
these myriads of changes something happens 
which would be considered a miracle if it were 
not such a common occurrence. It is that we 
maintain the identity of the Self through all 
of these changes. Why should we not maintain 
it through the change called death and live in 
some form which cannot be destroyed, “ a house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens?” 
Dr. Gustav Stromberg of the Mt. Wilson ob­
servatory says, “ The essence of all living 
elements is indestructible — seemingly, a soul 
cannot be annihilated.” * We can see how nat­
urally the dream of the Immortality of the 
Soul could arise. The very particles of which 
we are made cry out their immortality. Is it 
any wonder, then, that we resent any threat 
to our security? Safety and security are in­
dispensable to a feeling of Mastery over our 
worlds.

* E l e m e n t s  o f  S o c i a l  P s y c h o l o g y . Gurnee.
• T h e  S o u l  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s e . Slromberg.

Then there is the “ Right to Freedom.”  The 
Hindu god Shiva is said to embody that force 
in nature of “ ceasless, eternal motion.”  He is 
always pictured as a dancer. “ 0  Dancer, 
shouldst thou in weariness, even for a fleeting 
moment fall asleep, stars out of space would 
leap, creation slip and crumble, into a swoon.”

To all appearances, the stone is completely 
limited as to freedom of motion—yet within 
its atomic structure tiny particles whirl at 
unbelievable speed. The plant has more lati­
tude, as it sways in the breeze, and the animal 
still more. But man, besides being free to run, 
play, exercise and work, is free to think for 
himself, act independently, direct his own 
course, make his own choices and defend them. 
Therefore, we can say that the right to freedom 
is fundamental because every particle of which 
we are made is in motion and that freedom is 
as indispensable to motion as safety is to life. 
We hand the torch of life to succeeding genera­
tions that life may go on forever, and the 
dream of Eternity, as continuity of life, is 
fulfilled.

It is a well known fact that all of the matter 
in the universe, besides being indestructible and 
in constant motion, has another distinct char­
acteristic: that every particle is attracted to 
every other. If you have ever had a bad fall, 
it will be easy for you to believe that the earth 
actually comes up to meet a falling body. For 
that is exactly what happens, since it is a 
two-way force. We see it operating through all 
of the kingdoms from mineral to human as 
polarity, affinity, gravity, mating instinct and 
love. Man transforms gravity into love. But 
he is not satisfied with that. For here, also, he 
has a dream which lures him on, his Dream of 
Perfect Love. That tremendous longing for 
sympathy, love and understanding is one of the 
strongest motivating forces in our natures. But 
it will not be satisfied until the attraction to 
every other particle in the universe is satisfied. 
And that is unity. Brotherhood is that part 
of the law which operates between human 
beings, Man’s dream of perfect love begins 
with brotherhood and ends when human love is 
transformed into divine love.
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tion. It is not growth. The right amount of 
mastery is, then, that amount which allows us 
to be our unique selves to the fullest of our 
capacities, without pride, bigotry, vanity or 
egotism; and to grow naturally by increasing 
our talents and abilities without, at the same 
time, increasing our feeling of self-importance.

What, then, is the right amount of love, that 
force which is the heart of the universe, draw­
ing all things together? It surely would be 
that amount required to transform love into 
divine love. This process Claude Bragdon calls 
the “ fulfillment of love.” We are equipped to 
do this with a critical mind which estimates 
values. Emotionally, we have a deep need for 
appreciation, a longing for love, a hunger for 
someone to understand us, all expressions of 
this great cohesive force in nature. But re­
member that it is a dual force; that we have 
also the ability to sympathize, love and appre­
ciate the beauty and grandeur in others. The 
Lords of Love linked our automatic responses 
to our sympathetic nervous system. We do not 
have to use our minds, but only our hearts to 
sense this need in others. The antenna of the 
listening heart is sensitive to the slightest call 
from another hungry heart. Then, we also have 
the urge to answer that call, to do something 
about it; and a body which is capable of 
expressing what we feel and think. That is 
our equipment. It is practically perfect.

Then why are we not more successful in 
our human relationship? Perhaps it is because 
we allow the negative side to our equipment— 
wanting love and attention— to blind us to the 
same need in others. Perhaps we have not dis­
covered that we have the right to love as well 
as the right to be loved; the need to love as 
well as the need to be loved.

If you walk down a garden path which has 
been allowed to grow and seed in its own way, 
you find flowers springing everywhere, from all 
the crevices, between the stones of the path. 
I believe, if we could see the desires and long­
ings of others, they would look like that. 
Yet, we, in our clumsiness and ignorance, 
trample down these tender shoots. It is pa­
thetic the possibilities we destroy. Consequently, 
we live in a desolate garden.

Just count the number of people you know, 
your immediate family, circle of friends and 
associates. Compared to the population of the 
earth, it is a small number. Yet they are your 
garden. Brotherhood begins, and perhaps ends, 
here, not in some far away place. Sympathy 
is to the human heart what sunshine is to a 
flower. By our tender responses, our efforts to

understand, we make the fulfillment of love a 
reality for ourselves and others. It is worth 
noticing that no one can respond in this manner 
and at the same time over-ride the rights of 
another person, or maintain a position of su­
periority. It is just as automatic as the action 
of an electric battery. There is no flow of 
electro-motive-force unless there is difference 
of potential. And the flow is always from high 
potential to low. This tends to reduce the 
difference and is always towards equality.

Our uniqueness is our perfect opportunity. 
Each person is different from every other in a 
thousand ways. These differences establish re­
lationships with others which are analogous to 
difference of potential. We are either on the 
receiving end (low potential) or on the giving 
end (high potential) in every contact we make 
with another person. If we would allow nature 
to take its course, the flow would always be 
from high to low; i.e., those who have would 
give and those who have not would receive. 
But because our potential is being raised, we 
enjoy being on the receiving end. Do we not 
boast about the prominent people we know, 
try to shake hands with them (this is a 
symbol of equality) and glow with satisfaction 
if they notice us? But when we are at the 
other end of the transaction and are required 
to respond by trying to identify ourselves with 
the heart and mind of that other person, we 
are apt to be so impressed by our position of 
power and superiority, that we try to maintain 
that position by refusing to give! We thus 
automatically cut the circuit, and all possibility 
of friendly inter-relationship is dead. The life 
process is facilitated by both giving and receiv­
ing, for it is a process of reducing our differences. 
Claude Bragdon says, “ To diminish love is to 
impoverish life.”  And, “ Love is a transforming 
force exerting a constant pressure upon the 
human heart; the Masters are those who open 
wide the gates instead of strengthening the 
dams.” * The right amount of love, then, is 
all the love, sympathy and understanding of 
which we are capable wherever it is needed.

The world is too full of bitter, disillusioned 
people who realize this too late to reclaim their 
wasted opportunities. “ As those who eat a 
luscious fruit, sun-baked, full of sweet juice 
with zest until they find it finished, later creep 
back to gnaw the cast-off sheath, and find, 
there is no rival like the past.”  Everywhere 
we see people faced with the impossibility of 
going back, who cling to the pathetic frag- 

*01d Lamps for New.
( C o n c l u d e d  o n  P a g e  235)
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Ideas, Idyls, Ideals
BY THE YOUNG THEOSOPHISTS

Hello, Again!
Convention is over, and you have all retreated 

much too silently and quickly to your respective 
cities— the forts of your Theosophical defenses 
and advances. Remembering the blazing fires 
lighted on our Y. T. watch-towers this summer, 
here’s hoping that we will pioneer some new 
trails together this year.

John Toren, out in the Northwest, is eager 
to hear from all of you about organization 
problems, study suggestions, and service in the 
parent lodge. Address: Mr. John Toren, 2919 
Franklin Avenue, Seattle, Washington. His 
Presidential bulletin will be coming out soon, 
and those of you who do not receive � ��  
� ������� � � ��	�	����� � will find a copy of 
this page inserted in your bulletin. So, send 
those new commemorative stamps this way— 
let John and Palmer and I hear from you.

It seems as if, in these days of examining and 
readjusting our moral and social values to fit 
the present world need, we have plenty on our 
hands besides the consideration of other people, 
the stain of their blood, or the burden of their 
work. Yet, in just such days as these a hand­
ful of united people who are fearless in their 
opposal of injustice and untruth, and unshakable 
in their defense of a “ Common Right,”  can 
each in the spheres of their own daily lives help 
those who must fight and suffer and be brought 
to birth and death on the battlefield that is Eu­
rope. Three invaluable lessons wing their way 
across the ocean to us:

First, that unity brings strength, as exem­
plified by Germany.

Secondly, the truth which England is so brave­
ly teaching, that serenity and quiet steadfastness 
can hold and defend within the hearts and spirits 
of a people who are willing to die that Freedom 
and Justice may live, the forts of the Soul’s 
freedom of expression, without which the body 
is valueless; and the Justice, without which there 
is neither universal order nor progression.

And lastly, the realization brought about by 
the warring of these mighty Empires that 
brutality, ignorance, lust for force and suppres­
sion are still within the natures of us all —  we 
who would wipe out death by killing, who would 
liberate the soul by torturing the heart, and 
who blissfully imagine ourselves to be creating 
out of silence to a world plea, deafness to an

outstretched hand and indifference to a new- 
world cause, the glorious awareness of the 
Brotherhood of mankind.

� � ���� � & #���

Thank you, Cincinnati
The Y. T. Group in Cincinnati has suggested 

the above caption for our page. Very good. 
Yes?

Overheard at Summer School
A Book Sales Agent to a customer, who were 

sitting two rows apart. Stage whisper (audible 
ten rows): “ Mary Catherine, Mary Catherine! 
I got your damaged Inner Life cheap!”

The Ideal Young Theosophist
The ideal Young Theosophist has a mind 

that is eternally discontented with things as 
they are, and being discontented he avoids reck­
less change and is constructively dissatisfied. He 
is the warrior who challenges all wrong and in­
justice. He fights to alleviate all sordidness and 
cruelty. His eyes constantly strive to see through 
the curtain of obscurity to fact. He is not 
deterred when he meets with failure but tries 
again because he knows that with every failure 
he comes closer to the truth.

His life is ruled by ideals. He trusts in the 
law and is true to himself, knowing it is more 
important to “ become”  than to “ acquire.”

He wills to cut a thing down to its smallest 
particle and then to cut open the particle. For 
him there is no peace without knowledge and 
understanding and no end to either. He is a 
soul more concerned with humanity than with 
self—more anxious for progress than for triumph.

He is an occultist, indomitable and uncom­
promising.

� �� ���� �& 	�%"��� �

What Do You Think?
What is your conception of the ideal Young 

Theosophist? What is your idea of what a 
Young Theosophist should do and be? Send 
your thoughts on this subject (not more than 
300 words) to the editor, and the best will be 
chosen from among them for future publication 
on this page.

� ���� � � ����� � ' (�� �� Editor 
Olcott, Wheaton, Illinois
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Theosophical principles, one which aims to 
bring a great message to the world, carry on its 
constructive work in anything but a coopera­
tive and harmonious atmosphere? Again each 
individual member has his part to play. How 
can we cooperate among ourselves to bring 
about this desired harmony? There are many 
ways, of course, but these which I mention 
seem especially important to me. If each one 
of us will strive to radiate love, friendliness, a 
willingness to be of service, a desire to be more 
tolerant of our fellow-members through a better 
understanding of them —  these attitudes, if 
they become a part of ourselves, will make for 
harmony. Dr. Arundale summarizes this idea 
when he says: “ A Lodge should be a center 
flaming with Friendship, flaming with Freedom, 
flaming with a growing understanding of The­
osophy, flaming with a deepening and widening 
Goodwill.”  If we aim to live more impersonally 
we may achieve the desired result.

Let us consider now especially our Youth 
Groups in Theosophy and see how they can 
function to be the greatest benefit to the So­
ciety. Young people fill a great need in any 
lodge because they bring new life, life flaming 
with enthusiasm, new ideas, and a new outlook 
on life. It is a stimulating influence which 
should always be welcomed because stimulation 
brings with it growth.

Where there are at least three or four young 
people in a lodge it seems wise to meet together 
as a group to carry on some specific line of 
activity to develop a closer relationship between 
ourselves with the idea of interesting other 
young people. It is important that we carry 
on group activity, but it is equally important 
that we as individuals participate in the lodge 
work. We should be keenly desirous to accept 
every responsibility. A Y. T. group should 
function as an integral part of the lodge group 
and should cooperate with the older members 
who are eager to see the young people take a 
vital interest because it is they who are dele­
gated to carry on the work. If the younger 
and older members work together in harmony 
there will be a mutual benefit, because we 
Y. T .’s can greatly profit from the wide experi­
ence and wisdom of the older members who in 
turn will be stimulated by our youth and 
enthusiasm.

It is a well known fact that a body of men 
and women banded together can do more than 
the same people could do working singly, so 
let us work together harmoniously in our youth 
groups and in our lodges, cooperating with one 
another, giving service and living Theosophical 
ideals as our small contribution to aid in the 
realization of this great work of the Masters.

The Role o f the Theosophist in the W orld
BY HARRY RODEFELD 

(Fourth talk on Y. T. Convention Symposium)

“ r r ^ H E  Theosophist and his Work in the 
1 World Today”  is rather a large subject 

and, knowing that everyone has his own 
work in his own sphere, I won’t pretend to tell 
anyone what his particular work in our mutual 
service to humanity may be. If we can dis­
cover our place in the broad scheme of things 
as it existed in the past perhaps we can discover 
our work in the immediate present and the 
future. With this in mind, may we go back to 
my conception of what we had to learn in the 
beginning of our present civilization.

At that time, just as at present, we had to 
learn the virtue of love. Love, as you know, 
has many aspects and we had to learn to ex­
press its many different angles. At first our 
only knowledge of love was a love of self —  a 
carry-over from some animal stage —  a survival 
of the fittest idea. Then we learned to love our 
family in a protective way, eventually broad­

ening our scope of love to include tribe, town 
and finally love of one’s country. Many of these 
stages we accepted unwillingly under pressure 
of invasion, greed and love of power.

In 1875 the Masters, foreseeing all the diffi­
culty into which we would presently be plunged, 
(such as the war), gave the world Theosophy. 
As a Theosophist embracing the ideals set forth 
by those Great Ones, I believe our job is to 
bring to the world love in its universal aspect —  
love of humanity.

We have studied Theosophy from our text 
books, and now must come a time of action. 
We need to apply our Theosophy. At one time or 
another I suppose we have all felt rather inade­
quate and perhaps thought to ourselves: “ What 
can I do?”  or “ It’s too big a job for such a 
minority. I suppose I can do nothing about it. 
After all, I am just one person.”  Friends, do 
we have the right to say we can do nothing?
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The Poets’ Page
In Ovington Square

I smiled at her; a shy smile lit her face;
Her age was seven, and sixty-five is mine. 

I knew that then a strange event took place— 
Christ sent two little ones His Love divine.

C.J.

The Hour-Glass
When I was quiet, and when all thoughts had 

fled,
And something new had stirred inside of me; 
When silent feet had trod my memory —
Had left it then so much less drear, less dead; 
When from the Cup of Love I had been fed, 
And full contented lay in revery;
Then, then it was I saw across the sea 
A ship, all white, approach, by angels led.

And you were there in clothes of burning sod, 
And in your hand the Hour-glass of Time, 
And all about you sands that I had spilled. 
From that lone mount where I had met my God; 
You called—I looked into your face sublime, 
And in that quiet hour my soul was filled.
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Is There Difference?
This is America and this— Myself.
Is there a difference between us?
To understand its destiny,
Is to understand my life, my destiny; 
Linking Self to past, present, and future; 
Being rich in the possession of its glory 
Being poor in its unfulfilled promise, 
Realizing its ideal of rightness—
The freedom of man,— knowing 
That we share its life, are part of it, 
Building on its cornerstone—Humanity, 
Reaching for its goal— Brotherhood.
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Assurance
With my hand in Thine, dear Lord,

I need not see the way;
I only need to � � � + 0  and then 

Just listen—and obey!

Most wearysome days and darkest night 
Will find me still unmoved;

I know that I still safe abide 
In Thy great heart of Love!
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Song Of The Light
With chords of worlds the Logos strummed 
His harp of Light, and Cosmos hummed.
One lightning touch on each plane-string 
Made thrilling universes sing.

This Cosmic Music our Lord heard: 
Majestically, He spoke the Word 
And planets sounded, one by one,
The song of Love in the heart of the Sun.

Because of God’s great Ecstacy
Our solar Tone-Poem came to be . . .
With a shadow pen I strive to write 
The notes of Bliss in bars of Light.
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Of Things Real— and Seeming
These are the things I dream of: Bread and 

breath
And flame, or wine enough to keep we warm; 
A limited conception to conform 

To Truth; a formula to outwit death.
And these the things of substance real enough 

To build a kingdom, and of which I keep 
A soulfull for my kingdom’s sake: Half-sleep 

When there is summer rain; the rattling sough 
Of wind along the wide, gold seas of wheat; 

And you. Sometimes I think you may be 
real,

And then again I am afraid to peel 
The seeming off. Suppose my incomplete 
Perception caught a vibrant depth or two 
And made a god of you?
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Sonnet
One moment flashed the vision full and clear, 
One moment ere the light of lights withdrew; 
Yet in that span of space my spirit knew 
The majesty of souls bereft of fear,
The peace of sunlit space, and near, so near, 
The sense of certain knowledge, vision true, 
While I stood gazing through the eyes of you; 
0 ! lend that light again, my dear, my dear, 
The darkness gathers round and I forget,
My fingers falter on the shadowed loom,
And through my thought, like fire-flies tempest 

blown
The picture glimmers, fades, and yet, and yet, 
The flower that once has blown again my bloom, 
The soul that knew your light may find its own.
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WARTIME DUTIES OF THE SOCIETY
( Continued from Page 219)

elsewhere already laid waste, in ruins, and only 
time standing between him and the submerging 
of his own home beneath a similar fate. 
He will find the earthquake of evil already 
spreading outwards to include him, too, in its 
ever-widening toils.

I say that The Theosophical Society cannot 
be neutral to this. The Society cannot be im­
passive, negative, silent, awaiting its doom as 
in a spirit of indifference. The Society owes 
to the Masters, to its own inherent worth, and 
to the glory of Theosophy, the duty to safe­
guard its existence and to repel all attacks 
which would sweep it out of the way of the 
advancing forces of darkness.

The Society has no immediate concern with 
political policies and parties. It is emphatically 
not a political body. The Society has no im­
mediate concern with religious questions. It 
is emphatically neither a religious nor a mis­
sionary body. The Society has no immediate 
concern with any country’s national affairs 
and policies. It is emphatically not on the side 
of some particular nation, working in the in­
terests of that nation.

In Defence Of Universality
But The Society is emphatically U n i v e r s a l . 

Why? Because it exists to establish and main­
tain an organism which reflects and emphasizes 
as truly as possible the already existing Univer­
sal Brotherhood of humanity, or, as I would 
rather say, of life.

The Society is ever universal. There is not 
a single nation throughout the world which 
could at any time be outside its pale. There 
is not a single faith in the world which could 
ever be outside it pale. There is not a single 
individual in the world whom it could ever ex­
clude from membership, provided he subscribes 
to, and strives to practice, the three Objects, 
acceptance of which is the Open Sesame to 
The Society’s membership. Though he might, 
I believe, be removed from membership should 
his conduct be such as clearly to subvert the 
stability of the Society and brotherhood among 
its members. A Universal Brotherhood must 
be both universal and a brotherhood. There­
fore is The Theosophical Society a universal 
brotherhood with no exclusions, save, perhaps, 
as I have indicated above.

But the Society has the duty to protect 
its universality and its brotherhood. Both of 
these are gravely menaced by countries which

have already deliberately destroyed its univer­
sality and have deliberately denied the function­
ing of its brotherhood within their frontiers. 
If these countries could they would destroy 
its universality by subjecting it to death every­
where as they have subjected it to death within 
their own lands. If these countries could they 
would destroy its brotherhood, anathema as 
this brotherhood is to them by reason of its 
universality without distinction. If these coun­
tries could they would destroy Theosophy as 
they would destroy every faith, for they re­
quire mankind to believe in the tyrants who 
lead them and not in Truth, in the pronounce­
ments of persons rather than in the exhorta­
tions of conscience.

What is a Theosophist to do who knows that 
he, his Society, his Theosophy, are thus assailed? 
What else can he do in honor but fight? What 
else can he in honor do if not all in his power 
to guard Theosophy and the Society for him­
self, for his fellow-members throughout the 
world, and for posterity, against the attacks 
of those who would substitute darkness for 
Light, oppression for Liberty, falsehood for 
Truth?

How can the neutrality of the Society be 
compromised by efforts to save the Society 
and its universality-neutrality from destruction? 
What neutrality would there be for The So­
ciety to observe were there no Society to 
observe it?

The neutrality of the Society is only com­
promised as it is sought to be committed, or 
its membership is sought to be committed, to 
some expression of opinion or to some action 
in connection with the beliefs or opinions or 
activities current in the world. Tbe Society 
can be no censor of individual or collective 
points of view. But when murderers encom­
pass it and its universality, its very neutrality, 
and its brotherhood, they must be repelled with 
the aid of whatever means may be at its own 
individual disposal or at the disposal of its 
individual members. The Society cannot be 
neutral to its own murder. And it so happens 
that there is no doubt whatever as to those 
who are intent upon including it among their 
butcheries. We know what Russia has already 
done. We know what Germany has already 
done. We know what Italy has already done. 
We see before our very eyes what they are 
continuing to do. We see clearly the nature 
of their objectives.
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Theosophical News and Notes
 �����8

“ We shall soon have Storm Troopers 
in America. We shall train our youth. We 
shall have men which degenerate Yankee- 
dom will not be able to challenge . . .  I 
guarantee that at the right moment a new 
America will exist as our strongest sup­
porter when we are ready to take the 
stride into overseas space.”

*������8
“ A materialistic religion of darkness, 

based on force and lies and led by proph­
ets of evil, is striding across the world. 
This war is more than a clash of rival 
imperialisms. It is a war to prevent the 
people of North and South America from 
developing their resources without paying 
tribute to Europe and without being vic­
tims of European secret police serving a 
self-appointed master race. There is no 
denying the fanatical zeal of this Satanic 
doctrine. It transcends economics and 
politics to invade the personal life. It pro­
claims might as the supreme god and the 
new Nazi master race as the mightiest of 
all, with a special destiny to direct and 
exploit and enslave every people in the 
world.”

From bit addren, “ The New Fight for Freedom."

'���=��������$��*����,�
With the increasing domination of Europe 

by the Nazis, our Theosophical work very defi­
nitely suffers. We can no longer send any com­
munications whatever to Poland, Norway, Den­
mark, Belgium, Holland, or France. It is with 
the greatest difficulty that we have any com­
munication with Finland, Sweden and die east 
of Europe.

The result is that our Theosophical Publishing 
House activities have been severely restricted, 
while the circulation of �	�� �	�����	���  and 
�	�� �	�����	����� * �����  has been radically 
curtailed. This involves us in a heavy loss, and 
I shall be very much obliged therefore if those 
members who live in still free countries will 
rally to our support especially as regards �	�  
�	�����	���  and �	�� �	�����	����� *�����1  I 
fear that our brethren in Britain cannot help us 
much. All their energies must needs be directed 
towards winning the war. But perhaps our 
members in India and in the United States of 
America might be willing to make a special drive

for �	�� �	�����	���  at least, and help us to 
get back to our 2,000 monthly average. We dare 
not print more than 1,500 copies monthly at 
present, and may have to fall below that figure 
as more and more Europe becomes impenetrable.

Already our American brethren have as usual 
been most lavish with their generosity to Adyar, 
and I am allocating their Adyar Day munifi­
cence in the directions in which it is most 
needed. One allocation I am making will, I am 
sure, meet with their emphatic approval. I 
am using a part of their contribution to cover 
the non-payment of annual dues on the part 
of some European countries which have been 
quite unable to pay. I am putting “ in good 
standing”  Roumania, Yugoslavia, Hungary, Po­
land, Finland, Norway, Denmark, and now 
Holland, Belgium, and France. In this way our 
ever-generous members in the United States are 
substantially helping their brethren in difficulties 
in Europe, and are thus strengthening the funds 
of Headquarters.
*����������������,���

Since 1928, when the World League against 
Vivisection and for the Protection of Animals 
inaugurated October 4 as “ World Day for Ani­
mals,”  its observance has increased until today 
varied educational programs will be featured 
in behalf of animal welfare in every country of 
the world.

The objects of this observance are threefold:
First: to direct attention to the wrongs in­

flicted on animals for sport, commerce, amuse­
ment and science;

Second: to focus thought on the speediest 
means of abolishing such wrongs;

Third: to inspire action on behalf of all suf­
fering animals.

This day also calls to mind that this is the 
time of the year observed as “ open season”  for 
the hunting of many animals. Untold suffering 
is inflicted upon countless animals every year in 
this way, and for every animal killed outright 
there are one or more wounded.

Vivisectionists, too, have caused frightful 
suffering in the animal world. And perhaps 
least justified of all is the suffering inflicted 
upon animals in trapping them for their pelts 
to satisfy the vanity of selfish women.

Upon this day, dedicated to St. Francis of 
Assissi, friend and lover of animals and men, 
a world-wide appeal is being made for more 
humane treatment of animals who, feeling pain 
as keenly as human beings, yet are powerless to 
defend themselves against man’s thoughtless 
cruelty. —  J. K. C.
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“ Mickey, My Collie. . . . ”
The following excerpt from a paper sub­

mitted by a new student of Theosophy seems 
especially appropriate, as October 4 is the day 
that has been set aside for us to remember 
our responsibility to the animal kingdom:

“ When Mickey, my collie, stands before me 
with a ball in his mouth, his ears atilt and his 
eyes watchful, I sometimes wonder if it is not 
just possible that he has already been brushed 
by a breath of the Monad and may even now 
have the rudiments of an embryonic, individual 
soul— though still in the form of a dog.

“ When he needs to be scolded he shows as 
plainly as any human the sorrow and shame 
that he feels. When he barks furiously at the 
peddler’s cart (but all the time gayly wagging 
his tail as though it were a great joke) he must 
display a pronounced emotional nature.

“ When he stands beside my chair at meal­
time and gazes with beseeching eyes as I eat, 
knowing that as I have weakened at times in 
the past, I may again; when he lies in an arch­
way between two rooms in order to watch more 
widely— surely he must show a developing 
mental nature.

“ If all this be true of Mickey, my collie, 
surely it must be true in varying stages of all 
the animal kingdom. So it is our duty as 
humans to give a helping hand at all times and 
in all possible ways to our ‘younger brothers’ 
and thus hasten their evolution toward the 
human kingdom.”

War Relief for European Members
There are still channels open to us for 

assistance to our Polish brethren who are suffer­
ing so terribly since their country was invaded 
and divided. Our present channel lies through 
Yugoslavia, where some of our members are 
active in relief work and are able to direct our 
contributions to Polish brethren still in Poland. 
We cannot tell how long any channel of help­
fulness will be available. Let us make the most 
of present opportunities. Our people are in 
such distress and need, and they arc our 
brothers.

Theosophy in the Field
Few lodges have functioned with full activity 

during the summer months and since reports 
have been few, other material has been sub­
stituted for that which usually appears in this 
space. Next month, however, “ Theosophy in 
the Field”  will reappear and we request that 
all lodges send reports of their activities to reach 
us not later than the fifteenth of each month.

Planning for the Year Ahead
Mr. Fritz Loenholdt, President of Minneapolis 

Lodge, has sent us a very comprehensive outline 
of the lodge’s schedule for the coming year. 
This program includes carefully prepared memo­
randa for its various standing and special com­
mittees, as well as interpretations of the indi­
vidual responsibilities of the various minor lodge 
officers.

Effective planning and enthusiastic coopera­
tion are essential to a successful lodge program, 
and we congratulate the members of Minneapolis 
Lodge upon their efficiency and zeal.

“ The War — and After”
So many of our members, appreciative of the 

distribution of “ The War —  an d  A fte r ,”  asked 
for copies to give to their friends that we printed 
another edition especially for that purpose. 
This booklet of Mr. Jinarajadasa’s has been so 
helpful in clarifying the thought of many people 
on the problem of the war that we should not 
hesitate now to use this opportunity of helping 
others.

The “ Mary-Martha”  Column
With the fall issue of T h e  M o th e r s ’  B u lletin  

will begin a new column devoted to woman’s 
problems. A mother of wide experience, whom 
we shall call “ Mary-Martha,”  has kindly con­
sented to edit this department for our bulletin.

Questions may be sent to her in care of the 
Editor, T h e M o th e r s ’  B u lletin , Ojala, Ojai, Cali­
fornia, and Mary-Martha will endeavor to an­
swer them sympathetically and with the under­
standing that Theosophy sheds on human prob­
lems.

Letters accompanied by self-addressed and 
stamped envelopes will be answered, and ma­
terial will be adapted for publication in T h e  
M o th e r s ’  B u lle tin  (with permission of inquirers), 
but names will be omitted. We ask the coopera­
tion of our readers in contributing discussion 
material as well as problems that may be weigh­
ing on your minds.

J. R. M.

Illustrations
We are indebted to Mr. E. Norman Pearson 

for the pictures which appear on the inserted 
page of this issue. One of them was taken 
during the picnic supper on the lawn which was 
enjoyed on the closing night of Convention, and 
the other shows the Young Theosophists as­
sembled in their annual Convention.
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"�,.����,�������)��������
Members in Northern Minnesota, as well as 

North and South Dakota, met at the home 
of Mr. Lewis Ward Martin at Big Pine Lake 
over the week-end of August 17-18 to discuss 
matters of interest to Theosophists in that 
section, and to enjoy a happy visit by the lake. 
Many members and their friends travelled 
hundreds of miles —  one family coming three 
hundred miles from South Dakota— to attend 
this meeting, and it was felt that such gatherings 
should be planned at least once, if not twice 
each year.
�	��"��	���������������

The Michigan Federation welcomed our Na­
tional President and National Secretary, Mr. 
Sidney A. Cook and Miss Etha Snodgrass, as 
guests of honor at its meeting in Lansing on 
September 15. Both Mr. Cook and Miss Snod­
grass addressed the members, and on Sunday 
afternoon, Mr. Cook delivered a public lecture 
entitled “ Citizenship of the Hour.”
From �	�  Stove Committee 
����� �����+� �	�����	���D1

Those of us who were able to attend Con­
vention this year were greatly pleased to see 
the new stove in operation, and those who were 
not able to attend were as greatly pleased to 
know that it was there. The committee takes 
this opportunity to thank all those who so 
generously responded to our call for assistance 
in making this purchase.

As mentioned in our former letters, the need 
for the dishwasher is a real one and we also 
need a stainless steel sink to match the new 
stove. We are again asking those who have not 
yet contributed to make their donation now 
toward this equipment.

Fraternally yours, 
� ������� � 1 ���(	���  
1712 East 9th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio

Adyar Broadcast— Listen in
By cable we learn that �	�� ���	�� ��  

����0  apparently with Dr. and Mrs. Arun- 
dale in the cast, will be broadcast from 
Madras on October 10 at 7:50 p.m., Ma­
dras time. This is 8:20 a.m. Central Stand­
ard Time on October 9. Inquiry indicates 
that the probable station is V.U.M-2, oper­
ating at 4,920, or 11,870 kylocycles (we 
are not sure which wave length will be 
used) and a power of 10,000 watts.

We hope our members with short wave 
sets will try to tune in and will report 
results to Headquarters.

������� ���� ������������ (	����� %�,���  
+��	��	����+
Attention of all officers is called to the neces­

sity for careful observance of state and federal 
laws which apply to sales of books, paid ad­
missions to lectures, the exhibition of moving 
pictures, etc. Officers should familiarize them­
selves with local requirements.

Not all states impose a tax on book sales, 
but some do. Not all states and cities have 
ordinances governing the showing of moving 
pictures, censorship, etc., but some do. There 
is a federal law requiring the payment of tax 
on charged admissions to lectures under certain 
conditions. Lodges should comply, or obtain 
legal exemption.

In all of such matters, except as to purely 
local laws, lodges uncertain as to procedure 
should consult Headquarters.

Members should note, too, that typewritten 
manuscripts may not be shipped as printed 
matter at less than First Class Mail rate.

It is of the essence of Theosophy to strictly 
comply with governmental rules.

Mrs* Minnie Peets
Besant Lodge (Cleveland) has lost its oldest 

member in the passing of Mrs. Minnie Peets. 
Mrs. Peets was a charter member of Besant 
Lodge and belonged to the Theosophical group 
formed in Cleveland in 1898 which was known 
as “ The Cleveland Branch.”  Throughout the 
years Mrs. Peets was a staunch and enthusiastic 
Theosophist. Constant cheerfulness, vivacity 
and a warm hospitality were all charming attri­
butes of her character.

� �+ �� �� � �������� � � ����

A )����������	���	����� ������
What do you suppose would be the result if 

every lodge in our American Section during the 
Month of October placed some new and beauti­
ful object in the lodge room —  a vase, a picture, 
or a figurine? Even if it has to be borrowed, 
a friend who wants to share some beauty might 
be gained.

We try mental cooperation by studying the 
outlines sent from Adyar and Olcott; this year 
we propose to experiment with the ������  side 
and ��  something together. When you have 
tried it in your lodge write to the Head Brother 
of the Arts and Crafts Department of the T.O.S. 
and other suggestions will be shared with you.

Lois Holmes
448 N. San Vicente Blvd.
Los Angeles, California
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News of Mr. Jinarajadasa 
Through London we have recently learned 

that Mr. Jinarajadasa arrived safely and un­
eventfully at Capetown on the First or Second 
of September. He proceeds to Australia, Java 
and India.

To Those Who Mourn Club 
Shipments of booklets from August 16 to

September IS:
California ............................................................200
Florida...............................................................  25
Hawaii .............................................................  IS
Illinois ...............................................................  10
Kansas ............................................................. 200
Michigan .........................................................  6
New Y o r k ......................................................... 300
Oregon .............................................................  200
Pennsylvania ................................................... 210
Philippine Islands........................................... 5
Washington ..................................................... 4

Total ................................................  1175

No Substitute
There can be no substitute for a visit to Adyar 

It therefore follows that —
There can be no substitute for attendance at a 

National Convention at Olcott 
And it follows further that —

There can be no substitute for a lodge meeting.

New Members
Applications for membership were received 

during July and August from the following 
lodges: Akron, Annie Besant (San Diego), 
Alhambra, Atlanta, Besant (Houston), Long 
Beach, Milwaukee, New York, Oak Park, San 
Francisco, S t Louis Branch, Springfield, Tulsa, 
Washington, M t  Clemens, and national mem­
bers from Ann Arbor, Michigan, and Sioux City, 
Iowa.

Statistics
August 15 to September 15, 1940 

American Theosophical Fund
Previously reported 
To September 15 . .

Building Fund

50.32

Previously reported 
To September 15 . .

Refugee Fund

50.62

Previously reported . 
To September 15 . . 121.62

Adyar Art Project ..
Deaths

12.00

Mr*. Florence M. Chaio, Forgo Lodge, Angnot 18, 1940.
Mr. Henry Hector, Forgo Lodge, September 12.
Mr*. Minnie E. Peel«, Betont Lodge of Cleveland, September 3.

Married
M n. Valerie Goodrich Brody and Mr. Ralph J. Sehooley, both 

of Springfield, Mom., Lodge, July 29.
Mito Bettle Freeman and Mr. Thomat Durham, both of 

Cincinnati Lodge, Auguit 10.
Mrs. Anna Lee Gill, Tu Ita Lodge, and Mr. Martball D. Miner, 

National Member, Anguat 26.

An Invitation to Students

Th e  p h y s i c s  o f  t h e  d i v i n i n g  r o d ,
by J. C. Baxby, B. Sc. and T. B. Franklin,
M. A. (Bell & Sons, London, 1939), is a 

serious and scientific approach to the problem of 
the possible existence of mineral and vital 
radiations and their detection by various physi­
cal and physiological means. It is written by 
two members of the Investigatihg Committee 
of the British Society of Dowsers, and is based 
on actual experimental work as well as on the 
discussion of theoretical considerations. Inter­
esting correlations are attempted with the 
known facts surrounding the existance of mes­
meric currents, the electronic reactions of 
Abrams, and similar phenomena, and the rela­
tion between “ earth-rays’* and health and dis­
ease is discussed, as well as various other 
aspects of a very ramified subject. Under the 
heading of “ vital radioactivity,”  for instance, 
the photographing of “ etheric doubles”  and 
“ astral bodies”  is referred to.

The work has numerous obvious points of 
contact with the occult observation of etheric 
phenomena, and for this reason deserves dili­
gent study by students of the occult. In as 
much as many would not have an opportunity 
of doing so, it would be interesting to have 
a dependable digest of the work, with a com­
parison between the findings of these investi­
gators and those made by occult students, as 
well as a comparison between the theoretical 
explanations offered by both groups of investi­
gators. An invitation is accordingly extended 
to any student who either has this work avail­
able in his Public Library, or who is in a 
position to purchase it, to undertake this assign­
ment To avoid duplication of effort, please 
send a post-card to either of the undersigned. 
(See September issue for addresses.)

Fritz K unz

A lexander Horne



M a u i U  th e . 'lim e  ta  ß u y

� � � � � � � � � $ � % � �

W e S u g g e s t �� �� �

� � � � � � 	 �� � � � � � � � � % ������������������������������� A n n ie  B esant ........... J.�K1

������ , � � � � �A� � � � � , �� � � � � � � �� � � A nnie  B esant........... E�MK

� � � � � � � 2�� �� �2� � � � � % � � � � � ������������� K rishn am urti............ �MK

,� � � � � �N � � Y � � � � � �� � � , � �N � �� P a r le y ................... �X1

	� � � �4� C ���� �� � � � � �� �D ����������������������� �1K

� � � � 	 � �N � � � ��������������������������������������������������� 	�� � �� L eadbeater.. . E�11

� � � � 	 � � � � �� � � � � � � � ����������������������������� A nnie  B esant........... .�K1

	 � � �� �% � � � �� �� � � � � 	 � � �� �4� (p a per). W eatiierhead ............ �.K

	� � 	 � � � � � � �� � � � � � � % � � �� � � �� � �� T he Buddhist Lodge .�EK

� � �� � � % � � �� � � �� � � ������������������������������������ A nnie  B esant........... .�11

� � � � � � �N � � � � � ��������������������������������������������� C hattopadhyaya----- E�K1

� � 	 � � �� � � �2� �� � � � � � � � ����������������������� A nnie  B esant ........... �MK

� � � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � � �2� � � � � %��� � � � 	�� J inarajadasa . . .  . E�11

��� � � � �	 � 	 � � �� � �� � �� � �������������������������� A nnie B esant ........... .�K1

� � � � �� � � � � � � � �� � � % ������������������������������� Com piled ..................... .�EK

2�� � � �2� 	 � � � � �� � ���������������������������������������� van  der L e eu w ......... E�11

2� �% � ��� � � � � � � � � � � � � �������������������������� I sabel Pagan ............ 0�11

� � � � � � � � � � � � �2� � �, � � � � �� � ������������ M ary Gr a y ................ .�K1

��%� ������� �2� � � � � ��+��� N � � � � �� 	�� ��� Stew art ........... .�EK

�� � �� �� � � 3 � � � ������������������������������������������������ van  der L e eu w ......... .�EK

��� �� � � � �2� � �� � 2�� �%��� � � � 	�� � �� L eadbeater. .. G�MK

��� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � �������������������������������� A nnie  B esant........... �MK

��+���, � � � � � � � � � � ��������������������������������������� 	�� � �� Leadbeater. .. .�MK
��� ��� A rund ale ......... �/1

� � � � �� �� �� 2 �� � ��������������������������������������������� ��� ��� A rund ale ......... 0�K1

% � � A� � � �� 	�4� � � � � �� �� � � �� � � � � Besant-L eadbeater . G�MK

�� � � % �� � � � � � �� �� � � � � � � � � �������������� 	�� � �� L eadbeater. .. E�K1
C lara %�� Codd ........ �MK

�� � � ��� � � �% � � �� � � �2� �� � � �� �� � � 	�� J inarajadasa........ .�K1

�� � � � � � � � �2� 	���	�������� ��� ��� G ardner ........... .�MK

�� � � � � � � � �2� � �� 	 �� � � � � �� ������������������� A nnie B esant........... �K1

� � �� 	 � � � � � �� � � 2 � � � �+ � � �% � � ������� Sh aw  D esmond......... .�K1

� � � � �� 	 � � �� � � 	 � � �� �4� X�+� � � ������������ ��� ��� Blavatsky ------ L�11

� � � � ��+��� � � � � �������������������������������������������� E rnest W o o d ............ .�MK

\

� �� � ����&������� ������'
� � 	 � � �

� � � � � � � 4� � � � � � � � �



�� �� ���� ����	���
� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � 	� � � � � � � 	� � � � � � � �� � � � �� � ������

This unique textbook is intended as an aid to students in their study 
of that very vital subject “ the growth and development of con­
sciousness/’ offering many hints and suggestions which should 
prove of great worth. W hile not a complete exposition it is never­
theless most comprehensive, with special emphasis upon its con­
tribution to the science of Psychology. The author dedicates this 
volume to all students who are now delving and toiling in that 
vast field of “ The Evolution of Consciousness.’ ’

W a te rp ro o f c lo th  c o v e r � � � ��  

� � � 	 � � � � � � � � !� � � � �"�#$�#%&�'()�

Whether you have read the earlier edition or not, all of us, Theos- 
ophists and idealists under any title you choose to name, w ill do 
w e ll to reread and to live with the radiant power of Annie Besant, 
through the pages of this most intimate book. In a world stalking 
with tragedy it is a spiritual rejuvenation to contact her life and to 
recapture the greatness of the heart and mind which served the 
world for over half a century. Dr. G . S. Arundale has added a 
special survey of her life besides some new biographical notes 
compiled from her own writing.

Buckram  A r t  C o v e r � �*�� 
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