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Campaign Notes

� HAT The Theosophical Society might more 
quickly accomplish its primary work of 
“ spreading far and wide those truths which 

its Inner Founders established the Society to trans­
mit,”  there have been initiated at Adyar several 
World Campaigns. This series o f Campaigns to 
spread Theosophy began with “ Straight Theoso­
phy,”  the purpose of the campaign being to assist 
every member to know for himself the funda­
mental teachings o f Brotherhood, Karma, Re­
incarnation, Life after Death, etc. With such 
preparation, we next launched upon a study of 
“ The Evolutionary Plan,”  in which the Plan 
for the Lower Kingdoms, for Humanity, for the 
Nations, for the State and other departments 
o f life, was carefully studied.

Knowing something o f the fundamentals of 
Theosophy and the Scheme of Evolution, our 
next endeavor was to gain a deeper understand­
ing o f all creatures sharing the one life and we 
are now in a position, because o f this background 
o f previous campaigns, to use our knowledge 
for the solution o f the immediate problems 
facing the world. The World Campaign for 
1939-1940, “ Theosophy Is The Next Step,”  is 
the guide the President has sent us for the 
year’s work.

The outline o f work, which every lodge presi­
dent has received, is comprehensive, giving 
scope for originality in planning. Some lodges 
plan to consider all twelve subjects in the out­
line during the year, while others are selecting 
a few subjects to study thoroughly. Whatever 
plan is used, the attention given to each sub­
ject should include a critical and understanding 
examination o f each department o f life as it is 
at present, and the equally important unfolding 
o f the next stage towards the solution o f the 
problems.

The essence o f the campaign —  to establish 
the practical value of Theosophy — must always 
guide our work.

This is to be a year o f action —  a year o f enter­
ing into the life o f the community, o f the na­
tion, and o f the world as we have never done 
before. The time for hugging Theosophy to 
ourselves has passed (if, indeed, there ever was 
a time for it). Theosophy contains the answer 
to every problem, and we as 1 heosophists have 
the opportunity to “ lift a little o f the heavy 
Karma o f the world,”  by increasing our knowl­
edge o f both the Ancient Wisdom and con­

temporary conditions, and by combining the 
knowledge o f both in specific work for humanity'

The previous campaigns have helped us to 
gain more Theosophical knowledge, but most of 
us now need to learn more about the immediate 
problems o f the world before we can use our 
Theosophical knowledge wisely. The outline of 
the new campaign contains leading questions to 
aid us towards useful activity. For example, on 
the subject o f “ Problems o f Healing,”  the fol­
lowing questions are suggested: Are the prob­
lems o f health, social and individual, solvable 
purely by medical systems? What is the essen­
tial background for healing systems? Why is 
there need for integration in man’s bodies and 
in the body politic?

Our first step in dealing with this subject 
is to determine what are the problems o f health. 
Facts should be obtained from physicians, na­
turopaths, osteopaths, public health authorities, 
nurses, social workers, psychologists, and others 
dedicated to healing the ailing o f the world. To 
be added to facts thus obtained are the facts 
made known by clairvoyant investigation. A 
recent publication o f the London Theosophical 
Research Center, Some Unrecognized Factors in 
Medicine contains information which should not 
be overlooked. With such a solid background 
of facts added to our Theosophical knowledge of 
man and his bodies the vital forces, the force 
centers, the plan o f evolution, we can come to 
some conclusions about what is wrong with 
present methods o f healing, what is right with 
them, what is the next step in the science of 
healing and how Theosophy will make that 
next step possible.

Every subject on the campaign outline can 
be handled in a similar way. The obtaining of 
the facts gives us an excellent opportunity to 
make personal contacts with the people in the 
world who are doing important work in each 
field. It makes it possible for us to let the 
workers outside o f the Society know that Theos- 
ophists are vitally interested in the welfare of 
humanity and that Theosophy has an important 
contribution to make to their work.

This is not an idle dream. We are in the world 
at this particular time as members o f The Theo­
sophical Society because we believe in brother­
hood. By working for humanity through this 
world campaign, we can help to make brother­
hood a living reality, not only in the Society, 
but throughout the world.
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As a part o f the story o f Convention there 
appears in our last number (page 175) an account 
o f  the Annie Besant Commemoration. We should 
add that it was through the thoughtfulness o f Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Hotchener that the soil o f  Adyar, 
taken from the Garden o f  Remembrance, was 
brought to this country for this brief but beauti­
ful ceremony. The following is the account given 
us by Mr. and Mrs. Hotchener as it was read on 
the occasion o f the recent ceremony:

“ On September 20, 1933 at Adyar the soul o f 
our beloved leader, Dr. Annie Besant, passed from 
the physical plane and her body was cremated in 
one o f the most beautiful spots in Adyar. Her 
ashes were buried there, and the spot was later 
made into what is now known as the Garden o f 
Remembrance. Also in this hallowed place were 
interred at a later date the ashes o f her great 
colleague, the Rt. Rev. C. W. Leadbeater. This 
Garden o f Remembrance has become a beautiful 
Adyar shrine to which residents and visitors make 
pilgrimage.

“ In 1937 when Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hotchener 
were at Adyar assisting Dr. Arundale and were 
returning to America, he gave them permission to 
take with them a little o f the sand from this 
shrine. The exact spot o f Dr. Besant’ s cremation 
was pointed out to them, and they gathered the 
sand from there.

“ At the Convention in 1938 they brought some 
o f this sand to Mr. Cook and suggested that it be 
placed in the gardens at Olcott. Mr. Cook thought 
the most suitable place for it would be at the base 
o f what is known as the Annie Besant tree in the 
Annie Besant Grove, but as there were to be some 
alterations o f that grove he preferred to wait 
until they were completed before the sand should 
be placed there with a suitable tablet. This Con­
vention provides the opportune time.

“While between Olcott and Adyar there is an 
imperishable super-physical bond, we rejoice that 
this comingling o f the soil o f  Adyar with that o f 
Olcott creates an additional physical bond. May 
its radiations be an ever-present benediction upon 
us!”

Our .&�  /� � � * �   ����� �

Columbus Lodge submits to Headquarters 
copies o f correspondence with Adyar proposing 
the prominent display o f the American Flag in 
every lodge room in this country “ as visible evi­
dence o f our devotion to our country and to the 
fundamental principles o f justice and equality as 
proclaimed in our first ob je c t . . . The Stars and 
Stripes are the symbol o f Liberty and Freedom to 
the oppressed o f all nations and America offers a 
haven to all men who strive against tyranny o f

every kind, and Theosophy likewise proclaims a 
fundamental freedom o f  thought without re­
straint o f Church or State and so gives an intelr 
lectual freedom to the mentally oppressed in 
whatever land they may live.”

The President’s response was a wholehearted 
endorsement o f the proposal o f Columbus Lodge, 
which, together with some other lodges in our 
country, regularly displays the flag.

At Olcott it flies from the mast standing in the 
circle in front o f the building on every appropri­
ate occasion.

Will lodges approving and adopting this recom­
mendation o f Columbus Lodge please notify 
Headquarters?

( 	 � � � � �&� � � � � � � � � � �0� � � � � � � � � � �  
A copy o f this great statement o f American 

principles will be included in the United States 
Scrapbook, now in course o f preparation by Miss 
Anita Henkel at Adyar.

We wonder how many lodges have framed this 
document, sent to them on parchment with the 
compliments o f  Compton Lodge, and how many 
have it hung in their lodge rooms. Headquarters 
has framed its copy and it is hung at Olcott so 
that all who visit may recognize that The Theo- 
sophical Society, representative o f an interna­
tional organization, nevertheless upholds the 
principles o f this our own country.

Will the lodges who have framed and hung this 
charter o f American liberty please let Head­
quarters know that it now appears on the walls 
o f their lodge rooms?

A 1 � 2 � , � �  � � � 	 ) � � � �� � . Besant 
The President announces that a new biography 

o f  Dr. Besant is to be prepared for publication in 
1940 and that the collection o f data has already 
begun. He asks that members who have in their 
possession . any unpublished material regarding 
the life o f Dr. Besant send it to him at Adyar at 
the earliest possible moment.

We have many members who had close and 
beautiful relationships with Dr. Besant and who 
may have letters from her, or notes or memories 
o f  incidents in her life, which they will wish to 
send to Dr. Arundale for such use as he may make 
o f  them in this new biography o f our great leader.

3 � � � � � �  � — A � � � � � � � � � �  
Much to our regret and chagrin we have just 

discovered that in reporting the receipt o f greet­
ings from various lodges, federations and in­
dividuals in the August number o f this magazine 
the following were inadvertently omitted: The 
Middle Atlantic Federation; Sacramento, Brother­
hood (NewOrleans), Long Beach, Besant (Boston), 
and Compton lodges.
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Book Reviews
The New Humanity of Intuition, by C. Jina- 

rajadasa. The Theosophical Publishing House, 
Adyar, Madras, India. Price $1.50.

In this compact and modest volume there is 
not a word lacking in deep significance, and many 
readings will still leave new discoveries when next 
the book is opened, which is not a surprise to those 
who are familiar with the written or spoken words 
o f Mr. Jinarajadasa. It is a perpetual delight that 
kindles inward fires o f hope, energy, will and 
patience.

The simple statement that “ intuition knows by 
becoming one with the object”  is surely a dis­
tillation o f Truth that presents its essence in a 
form that both heart and mind can assimilate, 
and the one who dwells in this knowledge advances 
with little hindrance or difficulty. Thus to differ­
entiate so clearly and simply the processes of 
intuition from the processes o f mental methods is 
a great achievement.

The chapter on “ God’s Agents —  the Chil­
dren”  is a splendid contribution to the develop­
ment o f a right concept o f the child and his 
education, while “ The Religion o f Freemasonry” 
stimulates the consciousness o f brotherhood into 
lively activity.

A small book this, indeed, for everyman’s read­
ing and understanding; but a truly great book 
leading forward so inevitably that it is certain to 
advance the development o f humanity as we at 
present know it, into the race o f new men func­
tioning in the fullness o f this approaching faculty 
o f Intuition.

G. T.
The Bhagavad-Gita, translated by Dr. Annie 

Besant. Theosophical Publishing House, Adyar, 
Madras, India.

In this new edition o f Dr. Besant’s highly 
esteemed translation o f The Bhagavad-Gita the 
publishers have ventured on a new departure. 
The verses are printed in longer paragraphs and 
groups which permits the sequence o f thought to 
be pursued in one continuous flow, avoiding the 
blank spaces and breaking o f thought caused by 
the printing o f each verse separately.

Lovers o f this work will also appreciate the 
convenience of having the various verses o f this 
new edition numbered in the margin, and be glad 
to note that K. Brownings Index to the Sanskrit 
names, first published in 1916, is also included.

Some Unrecognized Factors in Medicine, Pub­
lished by the Theosophical Research Centre, London. 
Price $2.25.

Here will be found some of the eastern teach­
ings in regard to health and medical problems 
written in clear English for the western reader. 
The group o f students which is responsible for the 
publication includes qualified medical men and 
psychologists, as well as a psychotherapist who is 
gifted with clairvoyance and so is able to check, 
to some extent, the accuracy o f certain traditional 
teachings about the effect o f unseen influences 
upon health. All were engaged in medical work 
and tested in daily practice the principles here 
outlined.

Throughout the whole book runs one theme: 
that man is more than his body, and that to deal 
effectively with the human problems involved in 
medical treatment the unseen elements in the 
human constitution must be given more and more 
weight. This is in line with the most modern ten­
dencies in the West, and yet is the basis o f ancient 
Hindu practice.

Theosophists everywhere, including the layman 
no less than the physician and nurse, will heartily 
welcome this splendid book, which correlates 
Theosophical knowledge with the science o f the 
day. Great is the need for this approach to 
medical practice and very worthy is this book of 
our thoughtful attention, in order that we may 
be rightly informed in an effort to recognize that 
Theosophy is the next step in medicine.

Penthouse of the Gods, by Theos Bernard. Pub­
lished by Charles Scribner s Sons. Nciv York. 
Price $3.50.
327 pages and index; over 60 pages of photographic 
illustrations.

Unfortunately much marred in the writing and, 
also, by the inclusion o f unconventional details, 
this book is, nevertheless, interesting in its ac­
count o f the author’s travels in Tibet, and o f his 
stay in Lhasa while preparing himself for final 
initiation as a Lama in the northern Buddhist 
religion.

It is not a Theosophical work, but in its com­
ments on the religion and the rituals he encoun­
tered it throws pleasing sidelights on our teach­
ings and to that extent is usefully informative.

I relinquished the book with reluctance.
M. S. C.

--------------- □---------------
In your anxiety to acquire dispassion do not kill out Love. Love is the 

Life in every one o f our separated Selves. It draws every separated Self 
to the other Self.

A n n i e  B e s a n t
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