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CG-:B time is hard and the work is heavy, but we

must remember that we are an advance guard, sent
forward by the great Commander to bear the brunt of
the attacks from superstition and bigotry so that the
next generation may live in a purer atmosphere and
develop nobler characters. The coming civilization,
the civilization of the New Era, cannot be built up till
the worst elements of the present are purged away from
our midst. Glorious is the task of facing terrible odds
in the service of the ancient Rishis of the Motherland;
we are part of the army of the Light, and victory is
inevitable. We know our Chiefs; we trust our Com-
mander; the Flag that we bear is blazoned with the Star
in the East, the Star which by a beautiful coincidence

is the Star of India. For us, there is no fear, no doubt,

for we know our goal and the road toit. Keep then in

your hearts the Peace of the Eternal abiding in the Self.

— Dr. Besant
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Theosophy for Children

Vacations from Theosophy

VACATION from Theosophy is incongru-
A ous. What good is a philosophy of life if
it is to be hung up on a hook several
months of the year while its owner takes a vaca-
tion? It is easy to see why anyone wants to take
a rest from intensive study in Theosophy—the
physical brain might demand the rest or other
duties interrupt, but to take a vacation from
Theosophy is a paradox indeed.

Yes, adults might need 2 rest from study but
children—never. All during the school year this
excuse is given: “But the children have so much
to do with their school work and their music
lessons and their dancing lessons, they must have
some time left to play.” True enough but one
hour a week for Theosophy, is that too much to
ask? But the classes were side-tracked for school
work. .

Now the summer has come, schools are closed,
music lessons are deferred perhaps, but what of
the class in Theosophy for the children? It too
has been deferred because some adult decided
he or she wanted a vacation. What of the chil-
dren? For a few weeks vacation will be the delight
it should be and then—how long the days will
become! “What shall I do now, Mother?” be-
comes their incessant plea. The answer for every
Theosophical mother is a quiet restful hour with
our Lessons in Theosophy for Children. Use one
Lesson each day if your boys and girls show a
keen interest. A series of rainy days will produce
wonderful results. Make that bright red book of
the Lessons a household treasure. Have a
Memory Verse book for each child. Let them
compete with each other in leamning and reciting
the verses correctly. Use the Lessons and what a
harvest of budding Theosophists you and the
Society will have by the end of the summer.
Vacation from Theosophy? Not for the children
—rplease.

Pictures

Do you remember the old idea of giving holy
pictures to children in Sunday Schools? The golden
text was always on the back. A small picture
was given each Sunday to each child attending
and five small pictures could be exchanged for a
large one suitable for framing on the child’s bed-
room wall. Used as attendance boosters these
were found very valuable. We have prepared a
sample set of such large and small pictures, using
copies of famous paintings of animals and nature,
and placing our Memory Verses on the back.

. Will you give us your ideas of using such a system
not only to stimulate attendance but to further

appreciation of great paintings. A member who
is a photographer is making a set of fine photo-
graphs of our leaders, past and present. All
these will be on display at Convention and later
made available to classes desiring them, at as
low a price as possible.

New Classes

There is a new class in Orlando Lodge with Dr.
Menzell in charge. With only a few children at
first this class should grow quickly because of the
enthusiasm of the lodge members.

Mrs. George H. Hines of Centerline, Michigan
who is not 2 member of the Society—yet—has
drawn about her a group of children and is using
our Lessons every week. Are some more mothers
doing this, in isolated communities? Do tell us
about your groups and send us snapshots of them.

Holland

In Theosophia, the national magazine of the
Holland Section, our Lessons were reviewed.
Printed in Dutch, is the English translation fur-
nished us by Mrs. Pieter K. Roest:

“They bring the message of Theosophy, in a
simple comprehensive way, and also show how
to discuss them with children. With each Lesson
comes a poem and guide to similar literature for
the leader. For those in charge of a Lotus group
this textbook is of great value, as it is also for
parents who discuss with their children the great
truths of life.

“There is so little Theosophical literature for
children that we welcome with joy everything
which fills this lack.

“This book is worthy to be translated in each
country, and in a way that gives the typical
American touch, which some stories especially
have.

The Third Quarter
The series of Lessons numbered from 27
through 39 are ready for distribution and have
been mailed to those who have paid for them. It
will help the work if you send payment with the
order. Shipment will be made at once. We are
told that this is the best quarter yet. Memory
verses to match go with each order. There are
plenty of the Second Quarter—Lessons 14
through 26 if you have not yet begun using it.
And the First Quarter is still available for the
classes just beginning. The sturdy red cover
given with the First Quarter will hold the full
year easily.
JEessie R. McALLISTER
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The Challenge Answered

What does The Theosophical Society do for
the world in a practical way? The answer is: It
goes to the roots of the causes of the misery and
suffering which exist among men. Can there be
anything more practical, more useful, than the
work which The Theosophical Society is doing,
has done, and will continue to do as long as it
remains faithful to the traditions which we follow
and which we love? Our work, expressively com-
pressed into a nutshell, is to labor to change the
hearts and minds of our fellow-men toward higher
things, towards things of permanency.

All the world’s suffering, all its misery, all its
pain and sorrow, arise out of human ignorance,
human weakness and human failings, the latter
being what the churches with some rather vague
justification call “human sin.” Is there anything
more practical and more useful than changing
the hearts and minds of men through the entering
into them of the forces of imagination and prac-
tical ideals? By this, misery can be changed to
content and happiness; poverty shall be done
away with and be replaced with the abundance of
those who earn it under changed conditions;
for men thus motivated from within will be moved
by the inner impulses of a changed character.

Change the hearts and minds of men by giving
them a vision and by acquainting them with the
magnificent power of a constructive imagination,
and all the causes of suffering and misery will
vanish. That, then, is our main practical work;
that is our answer to the above challenge....

Let never, then, this challenge pass unanswered.
Take it up immediately. Point out to all that the

world’s suffering and misery arise from the ill-
doing, in its turn born from the ignorance and
weakness, of our fellow-men — often, usually
indeed, such ill-doing is not consciously done; for
these things arise through ignorance through lack
of the inspiration and knowledge of the God-
wisdom which we have. Replace ignorance with
knowledge; give light unto the dark places of the
human heart and mind; bring sympathy to the
thoughts of men, and again all these causes of
human wretchedness will vanish. War will dis-
appear. We all know what waris. It is not in any
sense wrong to defend one’s country; but this is
not war as commonly understood. It is the using
of violence on a vast scale, from fear, misunder-
standing, and often selfishness, and the employ-
ment of some of the most brilliant minds in this
cause, which we must do away with.

When we reach and uproot their causes, poverty
will vanish and will be replaced with at least a
competence for all; ignorance will vanish because
proper education and sound knowledge will take
its place. Human fellow-feeling will replace the
present sentiments of fear and indifference. Now
is it possible to find any work more practical,
more useful, more human, than this? The T.S.,
our beloved society, was founded to change the
hearts and minds of men. I repeat it. Change
these and you then change all else in human life. . .

What does the T.S. do in a practical way for
mankind? I come back to the thought: It changes
men’s minds and hearts upwards and unifies
them. When this is done all is done. — G. de
Purucker in Tue TaeosorHicAL Forum.

THEOSOPHY IS THE NEXT STEP FOR YOUTH

(Continued from page 183)

working of the Plan? There is no solution to any
problem, unless it be understanding. Problems
are, in fact, lack of understanding.

It is, therefore, my conception that the dharma
of youth today is to be about this business of
reflecting the highest that they know and are,
constantly choosing the Real, discarding the
superfluous; each contributing his own beautiful
thoughts and helpful service in the quest for the
Eternal. .

A goal austere, and too exalted for achieving?
Why should we not attain it? If we were alien
souls, detached from Law and drifting aimlessly
through dark, uncharted chaos, it might

indeed be hopeless. If there were no link between
us and that omnipotent Plan which guides the
universe, well might we be resigned and careless
of the outcome. There would be nothing we could
do about it. But since we are units in a Plan, and
since as Theosophists we know these things, what
can we reply in those still silences of the soul
when the Self demands to know what has been
done, and what we will to do, unless it be that
we shall try; that we shall dare to strive as we
have dared to dream? Theosophy is the next
step for a youth that cries out for understanding,
and for a youth that through understanding
would somehow serve the struggling world.
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