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HAVE you ever come upon a swampy pool 
o f stagnant water, covered with dark, 
foul-scented mould ? Such a mosquito in­

fested swamp is for most o f us an unpleasant place 
in which to be, and it fails to inspire us as it did 
the poet when he wrote,

“ In the mud and scum o f things, 
Something always, always sings.”

But how differently we react to a great river, 
whose deep, strong currents sweep ever onward 
to the ocean. How we thrill to the beauty and 
grandeur o f such a sight!

We, too, are like water. Each one is, as it were, 
a drop o f water in a great river. Some o f us seek 
the still pools and eddies, where we exert our­
selves as little as possible, and consequently we 
stagnate and become covered with the scum of 
indifference and inertia. Before such slow-moving, 
stagnant eddies can be purified and washed out 
into the onward moving river, great floods and 
storms are often necessary.

Again, some of us find ourselves in whirlpools 
in which we circle round and round. These are 
the individuals who worry and fret. Their minds 
go round and round in an endless chain o f unpro­
ductive thinking, with no decisions reached, no 
course o f action determined upon. Others, per­
haps, are caught in whirlpools o f tradition, o f 
conventional ideas, o f bigoted religious convic­
tions. While yet a few have sensed the beauty 
and magnificence of the mighty, sweeping current 
o f the river and are joyously racing toward the 
ocean. These are they who are not afraid to follow 
the trail o f  splendid adventure I

There are many kinds o f adventure and adven­
turers. Each one has his own idea o f what adven­
ture is. Some like to sit at home in an easy chair 
and read about the adventures o f others. There 
are those who seek adventure in amassing a great 
fortune. Great industrialists have been known to 
risk honor, reputation, and financial ruin to gain 
still greater wealth and power. Adventure to

some means fighting— battling with the elements, 
risking life in war or even in crime. Still others 
find adventure in dangerous feats o f skill, or in 
sport. Some seek adventure in love. Some look 
for it in far countries, and others find adventure 
wherever they may be, adventuring into the un­
explored realms o f the mind and spirit.

The greatest adventure o f all is to explore the 
uncharted seas o f mind and spirit. This calls for 
strength o f will, purity o f heart, greatness o f 
character, and control o f the entire nature.

It has been well said that “ he who is master of 
himself is greater than the general o f an army.”  
Such a one is indeed a general, not o f one army 
but o f three. He is general o f an army o f cells and 
molecules o f the physical body; he is general o f 
the swirling, active emotional body, and o f the 
army o f those proud aristocrats —  the atoms of 
the mental body. Such a man must prove himself 
to be master o f all these. He must give the orders 
and see that his commands are obeyed. I f his 
orders are not carried out, he will be overwhelmed 
by the senses and slain.

The general who would conquer the outer self 
and find the Hidden Soul within must be strong 
as Life and powerful as Death. He must slowly 
but surely unfold his latent divinity into its 
divine possibilities and use his power and force 
not for the glorification o f the outer personality 
but for the good o f the Great Self.

He who would set out upon this great adventure 
must have a philosophy. He can start with any. 
The one he has at the present moment will do; 
but he must not retain it, for he is an adventurer 
who is experiencing, living, growing. He is chang­
ing his present ideas into ever greater ideas, 
changing his ideals into ever greater ideals. Today 
his philosophy may not be a great philosophy, 
but he can make it so if he is willing to keep an 
open mind, to test his philosophy by experience, 
and to scrap it if need be. As he discards the 
philosophy he has received, perhaps partially
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the honoring o f the tomb of George Washington 
by a British King, a ceremony which closed the 
cycle o f enmity begun over a century and a half 
ago. Thus will nations draw together in honoring 
the greatness that dwells in each. Thus will the 
true political progress of mankind ever unfold 
through good will and good faith honestly wrought 
in the noble and magnanimous acts o f the heads 
o f nations, and their spirit emulated in the acts 
o f their fellow citizens.

Theosophists in America who envision a com­
ing order and amity within the family o f nations 
may recognize this visit as symbolizing the only 
true way that unity can ever enfold the peoples of 
the world —  by mutual respect displacing enmity; 
by mutual trustworthiness displacing distrust; 
by mutual discovery of common interests dis­
placing fears.

We subscribe heartily to the toast with which 
President Roosevelt greeted the King at the 
White House dinner: “ It is because each nation is 
lacking in fear o f the other that we have unforti­
fied borders between us.”

World tranquility lies in that direction.
J. S. P.

A Gracious Visit
America is grateful for the visit o f their Britan­

nic Majesties, King George and Queen Elizabeth 
o f England; not only because the hearts o f Ameri­
cans were won by their graciousness and nobility, 
but also because the event itself awakened in us a 
new awareness o f the growth toward understand­
ing between our two nations — once embattled 
foes.

Welcome indeed in the world today are all such 
refreshing examples o f simple and sincere friend­
liness, kindliness and good cheer. Hidden behind 
the outward magnificence o f this royal tour there 
must have existed those endless exactions that 
try the fortitude o f the most courageous, yet 
through the exhausting ordeal their Majesties 
have passed in such regal manner as to capture 
the admiration of all. Democratic America, prone 
to lean over backwards in ignoring institutions of 
royalty and nobility, is nevertheless quick to 
detect, and appreciate, the truly noble —  the 
truly kingly. The spontaneous friendliness and 
welcome with which American crowds greeted 
the King and Queen was an acknowledgment of, 
and gratitude for, this visit of royal greatness in 
our midst.

Perhaps most significant among the many 
happy episodes of the well managed itinerary was

A. P. Warrington Passes
A  prominent figure passes from the Theosoph­

ical scene with the death o f Mr. A. P. Warring­
ton. In over forty years o f active membership o f 
The Theosophical Society nearly thirty were 
given exclusively to its service. In that period, 
directly and indirectly, nationally and interna­
tionally, in and out o f office, he rendered a mag­
nificent contribution o f dedicated service.

In another column appears a brief record. The 
real record is written ¿however, not alone in pages 
o f Theosophical history, but in the lives he in­
spired to take up some part o f the work for which 
he gave the utmost that he had; not in executive 
achievement alone, but in giving and creating un­
wavering loyalties to The Theosophical Society. 
Though life goes continually on there is an irre­
parable loss in the closing o f an incarnation so 
nobly and courageously lived.

Olcott Lecture A  ward
Just as we go to press the Olcott Lecture 

Committee announces the award o f the Olcott 
Lectureship for the year 1939 to Mrs. Nella Cole 
o f Bartow, Florida. Mrs. Cole is registered for 
Convention and will deliver the Olcott Lecture. 
Hearty congratulations to Mrs. Cole and to 
Florida.
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employed in their individual capacities. The other 
type of soldier is able to go anywhere and do any­
thing; sometimes he does his work only indiffer­
ently well, but he can be used to fill gaps.

How many of us, if we ceased to believe in the 
Masters or Theosophy, could still in the spirit o f 
our own higher Selves stand firm at our post, 
faithful to our work? I f your Higher Self reigns, 
then you will stay steadfast despite the fact that 
Theosophy ceases to mean anything to you for 
the time being, that membership o f The Theo- 
sophical Society ceases to mean anything to you.

Our business is to see what is to be done and to 
do it. Then when something else is wanted, to do 
that without feeling we are inconsistent. Unless an 
individual can be finely inconsistent, he is not 
growing. I would almost say that consistency is 
the quality o f the static, inconsistency a quality 
o f the dynamic.

At such a time as this you have come into the 
world to be such a soldier in Their Army o f Light. 
They do not need you so sorely at other times of 
less stress and storm. You have come to be a sol­
dier more than ever. What is the spirit o f  your 
soldiership that you now offer to Them ? It is not 
a question o f age, health or ill-health, equipment 
or lack o f equipment. What can you give? Each 
one o f you has something which you are expected 
to give. Otherwise you would not be in The The- 
osophical Society. Never mind your weakness or 
your inhibitions, your incapacities. What can 
you say in one sentence as to your purpose? But 
it must be a sentence large with your life and 
large no less with your determination.

How very very much I wish I could truly ful­
fill to the full the ideal functions o f the President 
o f The Theosophical Society by being able to 
enter into contact on the physical plane with 
every single member o f the Society.

Traveling as I do, and having, if I may say so, 
other means o f knowledge still more accurate, I 
perceive the very great urgency o f bringing The­
osophy and The Theosophical Society within the 
knowledge o f individuals, faiths and nations. I 
know so well that in the years to come, in the dec­
ades and centuries to come, we members o f The

Theosophical Society will be challenged by pos­
terity as to how far we lived and, if necessary, 
died, for the truths intrusted to us to minister 
towards the salvation o f the world on its new 
pilgrimage beginning with the 20th Century.

It is far less our work to draw people into our 
ranks. It is far more our work to spread Theoso­
phy outwards and to cause The Theosophical 
Society to be a strong band of prophets and build­
ers and messengers o f the newer Truth —  the 
newer Truth which is so old.

This period o f the world’s history is no less 
wonderful, catastrophic, inspiring, marking the 
beginning o f a new era in civilization, than any 
similar period that has preceded it. And the 
adventure is by no means over.

In every lodge we need whole-hearted mem­
bers; no half-hearted members. And above all we 
need those who give no less richly than they re­
ceive, who are intent upon giving and giving and 
giving, even if there be no time left for getting.

Sometimes I read that such and such a lodge is 
“ active.”  H ow  are they active? Are they active 
in spreading Theosophy and in giving power to 
The Theosophical Society to do its duty to the 
world ?

When we spread Theosophy in a locality we 
are spreading peace, we are spreading happiness, 
we are spreading prosperity, we are spreading 
national and international goodwill. When we 
give to any locality a knowledge o f what The 
Theosophical Society is and stands for, we are 
disclosing a living witness to the truth o f Univer­
sal Brotherhood.

Never were the needs o f earth greater than they 
are today. Here we are — all o f  us —  with the 
precious gifts o f Heaven. Indeed shall we be de­
spised in times to come if we do not rise nobly and 
eagerly to the opportunities for the seizing o f 
which we have been sent down here at such a time 
as this.

The great traditions o f our Theosophical Socie­
ty are splendid. Let us carry on these traditions 
and in due time intrust them to our successors 
the brighter for their having been intrusted to us.

The man who is worthy o f being a leader of 
men will never complain o f the stupidity o f his 
helpers, o f the ingratitude o f mankind, or o f the 
inappreciation o f the public. These things are 
all a part o f the great game o f life, and to meet 
them and not go down before them in discourage­
ment and defeat, is the final proof o f power.

—  E l b e r t  H u b b a r d
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Wanted: A  W orld Conscience
� � � � � � � �$ ���� �  � � � � � � � ! �� � � � � � ! �$ � # � � �� �� � � 	 � %�� �  Conscience, � � � � �  � ABCB)

Who Will Enroll His Conscience in a 
World Conscience?

We all accept the idea o f an individual con­
science. Each one o f us knows he has a conscience, 
all the more when he happens to say that he has 
no conscience.

We all accept the idea o f a national conscience. 
Every nation knows that it has a conscience, 
though this conscience is often very hard to arouse.

But we do not all accept the idea o f a World 
Conscience. Some of us think that the idea o f a 
World Conscience is an impertinence and intoler­
able to nations.

But there is a World Conscience, a conscience 
which has the duty o f keeping nation and individ­
ual consciences in order for the sake o f a right 
relationship between individuals, between nations 
and between faiths.

Little force has this World Conscience — if any. 
But what force it has must be supported to the 
utmost by all who believe that there is a World 
Conscience, and that nations and faiths and in­
dividuals are liable to be brought to the bar o f it, 
must � � � � ��� � �  be brought to the bar o f it for 
their own sakes and for the world’s. . .
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Thus shall the many intent on selfless service 
achieve that before which one or a few would im- 
potently recoil.

We affirm our faith in and our whole­
hearted allegiance to:
1. The Brotherhood o f all Mankind.
2. The essential Unity o f all Faiths.
3. A solidarity o f national and international com­

radeship o f human beings above all differences 
o f race, nation, creed, caste, class or sex.

4. Equal opportunities, equal justice, equal rights, 
for all.

5. Peace as the high road to prosperity.
6. Humaneness as the acid test o f civilization.
7. Culture as the greatest antidote to cruelty.

And therefore we emphatically de­
nounce:
1. The persecution o f the Jews, and o f all other 

helpless minorities.
2. The wanton aggression o f Abyssinia by Italy, 

o f  Austria and Czechoslovakia by Germany, 
and o f China by Japan.

3. The war spirit o f  the Totalitarian States.
4. The fratricidal conflict in Spain.
5. The war anywhere in any form —  the spirit of 

hatred, o f aggression, o f ruthlessness, o f law­
lessness, o f cruelty, o f  force, o f  selfish pride, 
whether among nations, or among individuals, 
in the home, in the market-place, in education, 
in religion, in industry, in science, in politics. 
War will not cease until the lives o f individuals, 
o f communities, o f  faiths, o f nations and of 
races, o f the philosophies, the sciences and the 
arts, o f industry and commerce, are purged of 
the war spirit.

6. The widespread evil o f  unemployment.
7. The prostitution o f leisure to vulgarity.
8. The degradation o f women.
9. All cruelty to animals for the sake o f a sup­

posed well being o f man.

Who will enroll his conscience in a 
World Conscience?

Write: � � � � � � � � � �   Adyar, Madras, India.

A. P. WARRINGTON
�!��������������������-2�

To his very many friends throughout the The- 
osophical world Mr. Warrington had two out­
standing characteristics. Besides his official re­
lationship to The Theosophical Society he has 
been outstanding in his uninterrupted allegiance 
to all that it stands for and his steadfast devotion 
in its service through so many years. Above and 
beyond this to many will be the inspiration o f 
their personal contact with him, the friendship

he has accorded, through which help and guidance 
has been so generously given.

In his passing on June 16, 1939 the Society has 
lost a stalwart and courageous supporter, its 
leaders a loyal comrade and thousands of individ­
uals throughout the world a counselor and friend.
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Mary K. Neff was the guest speaker, and with 
the help o f an excellent publicity program, sup­
ported by the Cincinnati Chamber o f Commerce, 
she was able to reach approximately 500 people 
with the message o f Theosophy at the two public 
lectures o f the Convention.

The work o f the Convention was carried on in 
the Conference manner, with five lodges parti­
cipating, Hamilton, Dayton, Columbus, Cleve­
land and Cincinnati. The sessions were opened by 
the president, Mr. Perkins, reading from Dr. 
Arundale’s first letter to lodges, placing emphasis 
on the trend that the work o f the Federation might 
follow during the coming year. Committees were 
chosen to work along six different lines relating to 
the six Federation principles.

Pains were taken to provide the hotel with a 
menu for the vegetarian banquet, which preceded 
the evening’s program, that would insure the in­
terest o f the guests and confirm the newspaper 
publicity, part o f which centered around this sec­
tion o f the planning. After sixty-five members 
and friends had enjoyed the “ nut loaf with mush­
room sauce”  and the soft dinner music provided 
for the occasion, the program o f the evening got 
under way. “ Theosophical Centers”  were des­
cribed from several different viewpoints. Mrs. 
Perkins spoke on Olcott, Mr. Staggs on Huizen, 
Mrs. Grace on Krotona, and Miss Neff completed 
the evening with an intimate description o f Sid­
ney, Australia and Adyar, India.

The following day (Sunday) was devoted to 
committee work and reports, with a solid outline 
o f activity for the coming year, a beautiful buffet 
luncheon, served by the Young Theosophists, and 
the election o f Officers. Mr. James S. Perkins was 
re-elected as President, Mrs. Kathrine Grace as 
Secretary-Treasurer and a new Vice-President, 
Dr. Baldridge, of Hamilton Ohio, was placed in 
office. Others elected were two Board members, 
Mrs. Elise Staggs, o f Cleveland, and Mrs. Esther 
Marksberry, o f Dayton Ohio, Capt. Martin Bur­
ches o f Columbus being elected to the post of 
Extension Chairman.

Miss Neff spoke at a formal lecture Sunday 
evening to about two hundred and the following 
evening, which was included as a part o f the Con­
vention for publicity purposes, to 300 people. At 
these lectures 500 free pamphlets were distributed 
and a large consignment o f books sold as well. 
The citizenship pledge was also widely distri­
buted.

The Western New York Federation
On May 28 Genesee Lodge o f Rochester was 

host to the first annual convention o f the Western

New York Federation. Members from Buffalo 
were present and guests from Syracuse joined 
with Genesee Lodge in a fellowship dinner, at 
which Miss Mary K. Neff was the honored guest.

The meeting following the dinner opened with 
an address o f welcome by Mrs. Francis W. Wile, 
president o f Genesee Lodge, after which the feder­
ation representatives reported on the value o f 
the federation in their respective lodges. Mr. 
Robert W. Percy, president o f the federation, 
acted as the Rochester representative and pre­
sented the benefits derived to the Genesee Lodge 
from belonging to the federation. Miss Mildred 
Evans, the Buffalo representative, also stressed 
the advantages o f being allied with the federation 
from the point o f view of Buffalo lodge.

At the business session, Mr. Robert W. Percy 
was chosen to serve again as president, Mrs. 
Eulalie Percy as vice-president, Miss Mildred 
Evans as corresponding secretary-treasurer and 
Miss Laura G. Kelsey as recording secretary.

The highpoint o f the afternoon was Miss Mary
K. Neff’s talk on the stimulus derived from be­
longing to The Theosophical Society, and even 
more so in joining our forces in a federation. It 
was highly inspirational and those present receiv­
ed from it encouragement and an added impetus 
to move forward into next year’s activities with 
much enthusiasm.

Federation Bulletin
Latest among the federations issuing a regular 

bulletin is Southern California, with The South ­
ern C a liforn ia  Theosophist just out in its fourth 
number. It is an excellent little 6 )4  by 9, four 
page circular, printed in blue in attractive and 
tasteful layout and the federation and its editors 
are to be congratulated.

On the front page there appears a notice o f the 
acquisition o f the federation’s new home, o f which 
we eagerly await further particulars. Lodge news, 
a lodge directory, important excerpts from state­
ments by Dr. Arundale, and a short article cap­
tioned “ Conscience,”  appealing for sound think­
ing and for good will and chivalry in the promo­
tion o f world welfare, make this a very fine num­
ber.

Other federations issuing bulletins are:
The Northeast Federation (A nicely printed, 

booklet style bulletin o f twenty pages).
The Middle Atlantic Federation (A fourteen 

page mimeographed bulletin, issued quarterly).
The Florida Federation (A monthly bulletin o f 

three mimeographed pages).
The Northwest Federation (A bulletin similar 

in appearance to the publication o f the Southern 
California Federation, but slightly larger).

Are there others, present or projected?
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Theosophical News and Notes

Itinerary for Mr. Jinarajadasa

New York City, Landing June 30 St. Louis ��
IB

Northeast Federation July 1 -  6 Olcott �� 30
Philadelphia » 7 -  9 Milwaukee �� 31
Olcott �� 12 and September 1
Convention �� 15- 19 Chicago Federation �� 2 -  5
Summer School �� 2 0 -2 6 Detroit �� 7 - 1 0
Twin Cities �� 28- 30 Cincinnati �� 11 - 13
Glendive BB 31 Cleveland �� 14-15
Billings August 1 Western New York Fed. ”
Spokane �� 2 -  3 Buffalo : 16- 17
Northwest Federation Rochester BB 18

(Including Vancouver) �� 4 - 1 0 Syracuse �� 19
Portland �� 11 Albany �� 20
Northern Calif. Federation �� 13 - 16 Boston �� 22 - 23
Krotona �� 18- 19 Hartford �� 24 - 25
Southern Calif. Federation �� 20- 23 Middle Atlantic Fed. �� 2 6 - 27
Dallas �� 26 New York �� 28 - 29
Southwest Federation at Sailing �� 30

Tulsa �� 27

6!��
Please do not overlook the fact that with the 

first o f July the Society begins a new fiscal year. 
Prompt payment o f your dues for 1939-40 will be 
greatly appreciated.

������	� -��1�
Only about one-fifth o f our lodges have yet 

responded to our invitation to appoint Liaison 
Officers for direct linking o f the lodge with the 
National Liaison Officer resident at Adyar. Every 
lodge president was asked to make such an ap­
pointment and to have his appointee write direct­
ly to Miss Henkel at International Head­
quarters. This important linking up o f all lodges 
with Adyar might well be a summer interest of 
those whom the lodge presidents appoint. Will 
they please advise Headquarters promptly of 
their selections?

����� ��!��
The Theosophical Society in Chicago announc­

es that on Friday and Saturday, July 14 and 15, 
its beautiful new rooms will be thrown open to all 
Theosophists and their friends. You are invited 
to visit Chicago’s new center and become ac­
quainted with its members. The address is 410 
South Michigan Boulevard, Chicago.

������� � ����������AA�J
A very few reservations are still available at 

the Children’s Camp to be held during the time 
o f Convention and Summer School at Olcott. 
Full details may be found in earlier numbers of 
the 1939 volume o f T h e  A m e r i c a n  T h e o s o p h i s t . 
Address Mrs. Herbert Staggs, 3046 Meadowbrook 
Avenue, Cleveland Heights, Ohio, if you want to 
register your child. Reservations will be taken in 
the order o f their application. � � � � � �& J

*������� 6�!#��$��
The country is now celebrating the centennial 

anniversary o f the founding o f the great American 
game o f baseball. Chief among those honored will 
be General Abner Doubleday, who is credited 
with having devised a scheme of play similar to 
that used today while yet a schoolboy at Green’s 
Select School at Cooperstown, N. Y ., in 1839.

In recent weeks much has been written about 
Doubleday, his genius for organization, his in­
terest in and love for sports, and the many honors 
bestowed upon him for military achievements. 
That he engaged in the Mexican war, aided in the 
suppression o f the uprising o f the Seminole In­
dians, and participated in the memorable defense 
o f Ft. Sumpter, has been thoroughly covered by 
modem journalism.
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