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To form a nucleus of the Universal Brother­

hood of Life without distinction of kingdom of�
nature, race, creed, sex, caste or color.
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To encourage a comparative study of world�

conditions and of the forces at work in them,�
especially religion, philosophy, science, the arts,�
politics and social life.

��!� ),$$� ��%�� %�#%� %�,�� �&A�'%� ,�� '�#���-�
�#%����  ���� �#-,'#$$*�

8��.$�� �#��� %�T� .�'!$,#�� #&���#%,��� %�#%� #�
������.�,�%� �!��%� ��%� %�� %�!'�� .�$,%,'��� �%�
)�!$-� &�� �#�� &�%%��� %�#%� ��� %�!'��-� .�$,%,'��
%�#�� ��$,�,��2� .�,$���.�*� ��� �',��'��� �� -�� ��%�
�#*� %�#%� ��$,�,��� '#�� %#(�� '#��� ��� ,%��$�2� &!%� �',@
��'�� #�-� .�,$���.�*� '#�� #$ ��%� %#(�� '#��� ���
%�� ��$����� 9���� , .��%#�%�%�#�� %�� �#��� &��(��
��� Where Theosophy and Science M eet� )�!$-�
&�� %�� �#��� #� �,%#$� %��#%,��� ��� Where Theosophy�
Meets Politics.� B�,$�� )�� %#$(�  !'�� #&�!%�
������.�*� ,�� ��$,�,��� #�-� ������.�*� ,�� �',��'�2�
)�� -�� ��%� %#$(� ��#�$*� ���!��� #&�!%� ������.�*�
,�� .�$,%,'�2� #�� )#�� ���� ���#�%1�� .�#'%,'�� )����
����)��(�-������,�� ��-,#�#�-�'��%,�!#$$*��%�����-�
#�-� )��%�� ��� %��� �����%,#$� #�-� ������.�,'#$�
.�,�',.$��� ��� .�$,%,'#$� $,���

8�$,%,'�� %�-#*� ,��  ��%� '�!�%�,��� ,�� #�� 	!��#��
�%#&$��� �%� �#-� ,%�� 7��#($��� %�� '$�#�� ,%� #� ��)�
*�#��� #���� � �)� )�� ���-� %�,�%*� ��� ���%*� %��!@
�#�-� � #$$� 7��#($��� %�� '$�#�� ,%2� #�� the� 7��#($���
,�� ��%� ���� %���  � ��%� #�#,$#&$�� ��� %��� .�*�,'#$�
.$#���

� � � �� � ,� - � �&A�'%
To encourage the study of the unrecognized�

laws of nature and the hidden powers in man.
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BY DR. ANNIE BESANT

MUCH has been said and written on the 
qualifications for discipleship, as they are 
set down in Eastern Scriptures. They are 

laid down therein as the ideal according to which 
the aspirant should try to shape his life, and are 
intended to help a candidate for discipleship by 
pointing to the direction in which he should turn 
his efforts. Among the eastern peoples, Hindus 
and Buddhists, to whom they were given, they 
have always been so regarded, and men have 
taken them as guides in self-culture, as pupils 
may strive to copy, to the best o f their ability, 
the perfect statue set up in the midst o f the class 
for study. As these qualifications have become 
known in the western world through Theosophi- 
cal literature, they have been used in a somewhat 
different spirit, as a basis for the criticism o f 
others rather than as rules for self-education. 
Frederic Denison Maurice spoke once o f people 
who “ used the bread o f life as stones to cast at 
their enemies,”  and the spirit which thus uses 
information is not uncommon among us. It may 
be open to question whether 1 hose Who have 
spread through the world much information that 
once was kept secret, may not occasionally have 
felt a twinge o f doubt as to the widsom o f pouring 
forth teaching liable to so much misuse.

Our great Teacher, H. P. Blavatsky, has suffer­
ed much at the hands o f those who use the 
qualifications for discipleship as missiles for 
attack, instead o f as buoys to mark out the chan­
nel. It has been asked —  as in the Vahan last 
year — why a person who smoked, who lost her 
temper, who was lacking in self-control, should 
have been a disciple, while — this was not said 
but implied —  many eminently respectable peo­
ple, with all the family virtues, who never outrage 
conventionalities, and are models o f deportment, 
are not considered worthy of that title. It may 
not be useless to try to solve the puzzle.

Those who have read carefully the unpub­
lished letters from Those Whom we call the 
Masters must have been sometimes struck with 
surprise over the opinions therein expressed, so 
different is Their envisagement o f people and 
things from the current appreciations in the 
world. They look at many things that to us seem 
important with utter indifference, and lay stress 
on matters that we overlook. So surprising are 
sometimes the judgments passed that they teach 
the readers a great lesson o f caution in the forma­
tion o f opinions about others, and make one

realize the wisdom of the Teacher Who said: 
“ Judge not, that ye be not judged.”  A judgment 
which has not before it all the facts, which knows 
nothing o f the causes from which actions spring, 
which regards superficial appearances and not 
underlying motives, is a judgment which is 
worthless, and, in the eyes o f Those Who judge 
with knowledge, condemns the judge rather than 
the victim. Eminently is this true as regards the 
judgments passed on H. P. Blavatsky, and it may 
be worth while to consider what is connoted by 
the words “ disciple”  and “ initiate,”  and why she 
should have held the position o f a disciple and an 
initiate, despite the criticisms showered upon her.

Let us define our terms. A “ disciple”  is the 
name given, in the occult schools, to those who, 
being on the probationary path, are recognized by 
some Master as attached to Himself. The term 
asserts a fact, not a particular moral stage, and 
does not carry with it a necessary implication of 
the highest moral elevation. This comes out 
strongly in the traditional story o f Jesus and His 
disciples; they quarrelled with each other about 
precedence, they ran away when their Master was 
attacked, one o f them denied Him with oaths, 
and later on showed much duplicity. The truth 
is that discipleship implies a past tie between 
Master and disciple, and a Master may recognize 
that tie, growing out o f a past relationship, with 
one who has still much to achieve. The disciple 
may have many and serious faults o f character, 
may by no means — though his face be turned 
to the Light —  have exhausted all the heavy 
karma o f the past; may be facing many a diffi­
culty, fighting on many a battlefield with the 
legions o f the past against him. The word “ dis­
ciple”  does not necessarily imply initiation, nor 
saintship; it only asserts a position and a tie — 
that the person is on the probationary path, and 
is recognized by a Master as His.

Among the people who occupy that position in 
the world today are many types. For those who 
are perplexed regarding them it is well that the 
law should be recalled, that a man is what he 
desires and thinks, not what he does. What he 
desires and thinks shapes his future; what he 
does is the outcome o f his past. Actions are the 
least important part o f a man’s life, from the 
occult standpoint —  a hard doctrine to many, but 
true. Certainly there is a karma connected with 
action; the past evil desire and thought, which are 
made manifest in an evil act in the present, have
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Theosophy for Children
BY JESSIE R. MCALLISTER

Our National Library
Did you know our National Library at 

“ Olcott”  has a Children’s Corner? These books 
may be borrowed in the usual way by any child 
living anywhere in the United States providing 
some adult member signs the request. Other 
arrangements may be made by writing person­
ally to the National Librarian, Miss Marie 
Mequillet, whom you will find most sympathetic 
to your requests. All the books which have been 
recommended in our Lessons as supplementary 
reading are on the shelves at “ Olcott.”

The following books were added to the Chil­
dren’s Corner this summer, any of which may be 
purchased in the dime stores. They were ex­
hibited in our Booth during the Convention and 
Summer School and donated to our work by the 
publishers, Rand McNally & Co. and the Harter 
Publishing Company.

Book of Dogs 
Happy Days
Prayers for Little Children 
M y  Own Book of Prayers 
Childns Garden of Verses 
Adventures of a Brownie 
I  Wonder W hy  
The Wonderful Hammer 
The Story of Silky 
The Story of Jesus 
Houses Around the World 
Children Around the World 
Baby Animals and their 

Mothers 
Talking Leaves 
Seeing Stars 
Children of China

Children of Japan 
Children of Lapland 
Children of Mexico 
Story of Stone-Age People 
Indians of the Southwest 
Children of Switzerland 
Seeing America 
Presidents of our U . S. 
Constitution of our U . S. 
The Flag of our U . S. 
Book of Birds� � � � � � I I  and 

H I .
W ild Flowers at a Glance 
Our Dogs
Hardy Plants for  Your 

Garden
Famous Fables

Census of Children
To date our Census figures show 344 boys 

and 345 girls. Of these 34 are under the age of 
one year and 187 are under school age. There 
are eight sets of twins and so far there have been 
13 new babies in 1939. The 463 remaining boys 
and girls fall under these headings:

50— 16 years old 
50 —  11 years old 
50 — 14 years old 
48—  9 years old 
47 — 12 years old

47 —  10 years old 
45 —  13 years old 
44—  7 years old 
42 —  15 years old 
40—  8 years old

Broken down in this way the figures prove to 
us that we are right in not attempting to grade 
our Lessons in Theosophy. For a time at least, 
they must continue to be general —  for use in- 
mixed classes of all ages.

We have incomplete data on some 75 or more 
boys and girls, whom we are eager to add to 
this Census. Will the parents who have received 
our form letter please make reply, so all names 
may be included?

Will National Members send us full data con­
cerning their children, please? There are many 
who have not done so.

Ritual
For those who desire to use a ritualistic ser­

vice in connection with the classes for children, 
we recommend two such forms. The first is 
that of The Order of the Round Table, estab­
lished many years ago. This Order includes boys 
and girls from seven years to twenty-one, who 
act as the leaders and are called Knights. There 
are Round Tables in nearly all of the forty-two 
nations in which there are Sections of the Theo- 
sophical Society.

For the younger boys and girls there is the 
Order of the Golden Chain, an International 
League of Kindness for little children. Their 
fine Promise is given below:

“ I am a link in the Golden Chain of Love that 
stretches round the world, and must keep my 
link bright and strong.

“ So I will try to be kind and gentle to every 
living thing I meet and to protect and help all 
who are weaker than myself.

“ And I will try to think pure and beautiful 
thoughts, and to speak pure and beautiful 
words, and to do pure and beautiful actions.

“ May every link in the Golden Chain become 
bright and strong.”

Additional information regarding both of these 
rituals may be obtained from the Children’s 
Department.

----------------- □------------------

The Present is only a mathematical line which divides that part of 
Eternal Duration which we call the Future from that part which we 
call the Past.

H. P. Blavatsky
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From the National President’s Report of 1938

/ E none o f us have any doubts that it is 
the purpose o f the Society to promul­
gate the eternal truths o f Theosophy. 

This must be to us not only a matter o f knowl­
edge but one o f vigilant practice. It is our main 
duty as a Society, as I see it, to teach Theosophy 
in its simplicity, in its unvarying truth—straight 
Theosophy, if you will. It is this that the world 
needs, as it has needed and always will need it, 
until the Great Plan, o f which The Theosophical 
Society is the exponent and Theosophy is the 
declaration, has been consummated among man­
kind.

I do not conceive it to be necessary to disguise 
the truth that has been given us to pass on. I do 
not consider it to be necessary that we dilute it or 
call it by some other name. I do not believe that 
Theosophy as such will ever lose its power to 
attract and hold those who are prepared to be 
servants in the work o f Those Greater Servants 
by Whom the Society was brought into being. 
While we must be prepared to show the extent to 
which Theosophical truth is in harmony with the 
latest modes o f thought, we must never adopt 
these modes o f thought as substitutes for, or as 
carrying the message o f Theosophy itself. Truly, 
we must be prepared to show that Theosophy is 
not an impractical dream; that it can be applied 
as a way o f life; and that it does offer solutions of 
individual and world problems. Still, it is not the 
function o f The Theosophical Society to substi­
tute an effort at practical application o f Theoso­
phy for the teaching o f Theosophy itself.

The problems to which we would apply The­
osophy constantly pass, as new problems take 
their place. It is not for today or tomorrow alone 
that the Theosophical Society exists. Its exist­
ence can be timeless only as it retains as its pri­
mary purpose and activity the timeless task of 
teaching the eternal truth itself. We fail in our 
work to the extent that we fail to teach Theoso­
phy, for anything else can have but a passing 
interest as it is applied to passing problems. I f we 
attempt to teach only that which seems accept­
able at the moment, if it is our desire to supply 
only a philosophy which shall appear to be

modern and up to date, we shall be teaching that 
which will pass, and the Society will pass also. If 
we wish our Society to endure, to do the work for 
which it was formed and to which we are called, 
we shall found all our activity primarily upon 
Theosophy as eternal truth, straight, undiluted, 
and undisguised, and only incidentally as an 
application o f this eternal truth to the psychol­
ogy and other “ ologies”  o f the time. Our work is 
to be tested not by the way it fits into the design 
o f current thought, but by the degree to which 
we strike the eternal keynote that because it is 
eternal will fit the future also.

I select an analogy from a recent writer on 
another subject. We may carry a tell-tale penant 
showing the direction o f the shifting winds o f 
thought and human interest, but if we would 
maintain our course we shall steer by the compass 
given to us through our Founders and whose 
North is Theosophy. We may and should change 
our methods from time to time. We should not 
adapt Theosophy, for it is not the truth which 
will change, but the times, and in all conditions 
and in all times, the world needs this same truth, 
unchanging in its fundamentals and unchanged 
as to the directness o f its telling. The world may 
not yet be ready to appreciate and accept what 
our pioneers have stood for; nevertheless we must 
continue to stand for it for what it is, because the 
world needs it, unknowing though it may be, and 
the evidence that the world needs it is that Those 
Who are the greatest Servants o f the world, the 
greatest Teachers o f the world, gave it to The 
Theosophical Society to give to the world.

. . . The time will come when the basic princi­
ples o f Theosophy will be accepted, when Theo­
sophical ideals will be recognized for the value o f 
their influence on individuals as demonstrated in 
their lives, and through them upon their com­
munities and their environment, and indeed upon 
the nations. These principles and ideals the world 
needs, and when it recognizes its own need, as I 
feel it will eventually —  and perhaps sooner than 
we generally believe —  it will turn to the only 
answer. That answer we must be prepared to 
give.

The desire to help others is the most potent force whereby we help 
ourselves.

� � � � � � � � � S. � � 	 � � � � �
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sidered emotional side and describing the new 
vistas of understanding of Theosophy that result 
from a consideration of this aspect of human 
nature. Everyone, including the two visiting 
lodges, enjoyed the visit with Mr. Jinarajadasa 
and we were very happy to have him here.”

S pan ish  L od g e  (New York) announces the 
opening of a Center in the Spanish thoroughfare 
of New York City for the spreading of Theoso­
phy among the Spanish speaking people. The 
president, Mr. Enrique de la Hoz, writes: “ In 
order to further our work we are taking the 
necessary steps to deliver public lectures to 
those Spanish organizations that will accept our 
offer in their own quarters. Besides this we will 
undertake the translation of English Theo- 
sophical literature into Spanish to be sent to 
lodges in South and Central America. . .  We 
wish to kindly request all the assistance that 
every one of you could possibly give us with his 
thoughts, in order that our little work be of 
service and help in the name of the Masters.”
���� 3������� 3���������

Members of the lodges of the Florida Feder­
ation gathered at the Arrow Cabana Colony in 
St. Petersburg on September 2, 3, and 4 for their 
Sixth Annual Convention. The program in­
cluded an informal reception of the guests of 
honor— Mr. and Mrs. E. Norman Pearson and 
Miss Helen Pearson —  a picnic supper on the 
beach, a contribution by the Children’s Depart­
ment, Moving Pictures of the Convention and 
Lectures by Mr. E. Norman Pearson, Mr. A. 
Lewis Bare ond Mrs. Nella Cole.

The following new officers were elected to 
guide the affairs of the Federation during the 
ensuing year:

Mr. A. Lewis Bare, President 
Dr. John J. Heitz, First Vice-President 
Mrs. Nella H. Cole, Second Vice-President 
Mrs. Jessie R. McAllister, Secretary-Treasurer. 
Our congratulations to these workers who 

have assumed the glorious responsibility of fur­
thering the cause of Theosophy in Florida.

���� !��������"����������3���������  
The Northern California Federation meeting 

was held in San Francisco on August 13, with 
Mr. Jinarajadasa as guest o f honor. Mr. Jinara­
jadasa said he did not consider himself as a guest, 
however, but rather as a sort o f Theosophical 
uncle. He addressed the gathering on the ap­
proach to Buddhi through the creative arts and 
to the Divine Feeling through the emotions, 
punctuating his ideas with illustrations from his 
own poetry.

Following the adjournment o f the main session 
Miss Ann Kerr outlined the work o f the “ The­
osophy is the Next Step”  campaign to lodge 
presidents and other interested workers, stressing 
the importance o f cooperation with Adyar in 
developing this new Plan.

���� ���������"����������3���������
The Theosophical Society in Southern Cali­

fornia presented six outstanding lectures in Sep­
tember at their new headquarters in Los 
Angeles. Mr. A. F. Knudsen, Presidential Agent 
in the East, spoke on “ China’s Need in the Light 
of Theosophy,”  Dr. Pieter K. Roest on “ Learn­
ing to Live,”  Mr. Alastair Taylor on “ The Phi­
losophy of Henry Bergson” ; and Mr. Fritz Kunz 
contributed a series of three lectures on “ The 
Brotherhood of the Adepts.”

NIGHT REVIEW
�"�����������������-�.@A'

Have I done ��������	� ��������  today —  not a 
mere vague and general aspiration?

Have I shown some brother how to do those 
things, by example and by word o f mouth?

Holy Master, I lay my humble sheaves at 
Thy feet, my small harvest o f success. And 
now I gladly and peacefully lay my body to

sleep. Grant that freed from its weight and 
clad in my lighter body, I may go forth to other 
labors —  thus working day and night, night 
and day, that the world may become brighter 
and happier, more responsive to the Divine Will 
in Evolution.
���� M - s f t n s - r —May, 1919.

-------------- □--------------
Theosophists, with their knowledge of the Real as disclosed through 

the Science of the Eternal which is called Theosophy, should be those 
in the world who are most truly practical, because they are endowed 
with that common sense of the future which is uncommon today.

—  George S. Arundale
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