


Myriads of minds, aroused by the coming
of Easter, have pondered once more the mys*
teries of life and death. These are the names
we use — life and death — scarcely knowing
what we mean by them. Ask what either is>
and the other becomes part of the answer.
Ask what death is, and it is life that makes
reply. For the startling neglected truth is—

We only see what it
has no use for, what it leaves behind. Every-
thing we thought of as belonging to it, it
severely discards. There was a central personal-
ity, holding in command the living unity of its
human body — a marvelous physical organiza-
tion, serving personality as matter serves no
other earthly power; then the personality
withdrew its command, and straightway each
separate servant cell discharged from its allegi-
ance began to live its own individual life, like
a disbanded army. We call that death, but in
the whole transaction we only discover life.
In all the universe we know, life is all we find.
Death, as our own Thoreau said, is but a pause
in the music.

And what is life — particularly, human life?
For, human life, we rightly think, from any side
we view it, has a potency and a promise quite
distinct. Life in general is classified under three
degrees — vegetable, animal, and spiritual. A
king one day was riding through his kingdom
and, stopping at a schoolhouse in the forest,
entered and heard the children taught the
familiar lesson of the three kingdoms o f Nature.
Holding up his watch he asked, “To what
kingdom does this belong?” “To the mineral
kingdom, sire,” the class replied. Pointing to a
plant blooming on the window sill, “And to
what kingdom does the flower belong?” “To
the vegetable kingdom, sire.” Then the king
singled out a little girl; “Now,” said he, “tell
me to what kingdom | belong.” The child was
troubled; she knew the answer; she knew
she should say “to the animal kingdom,"

because that was what the lesson said; but to
her unspoiled mind it seemed to leave some-
thing out — she could not say it. “Come,”
said the king, “to what kingdom do you and |
belong?” Brave in her timid way the little one
replied, “To the kingdom of heaven, sire.”

There iswisdom in that; man is amphibious,
lives in two worlds, not in succession but con-
currently — two worlds which yet are one. In
human life we sense a principle descending into
matter, that within wise and increasingly wider
limits can command matter, overleap its
bounds, use it and dismiss it, yet continue to be
itself.

Easter illumines but does not dispel the
mystery; mystery still remains our greatest
teacher. It draws our understanding with
irresistible cords from discovery to discovery,
from height to height. Two things the Easter
Light does definitely: it liberates us from the
closely cabined and confining thought of life
as an hour-glass running down; and it infinite-
ly enhances of life. It restores
the notv; it revives the truth that
spiritual consciousness, not breath or form,
is the eternal element. As human beings we arc
of no importance whatever it can
get along without us — and that being so, we
can get along without it. But for the greater

process, focused in us on the earth,
spiritual personality seems to have significance.
Entering into life notv we have entered into life

The fever and the fret we see on every
hand is just the measure of our disbelief in this.
Yet, above and around us undiminished there
is room for our highest reach, time and to spare
for every good to be enthroned, and greater
good than we have even dreamed.

Thus Easter Day, in lingering benediction,
clothes all our nobler outreachings with reality

and light.
W. J. Cameron,

Ford Sunday Evening Hour
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The President’'s Special Contribution to the
American Convention

New Studies in Yoga

BY JOSEPHINE RANSOM

S THERE is a rapidly growing interest in
the West in several forms of Yoga, and
especially in some of its lesser and even

pseudo forms, Dr. Arundale has been examining
the resulting problems.

Since the appearance of his book on -
he has been following up the experiences it relates
and has continued his exploration of the issues
involved in a first-hand appreciation of the
principles of Yoga. At times he has partially
secluded himself so as to secure uninterrupted
periods for close concentration. He has, of
course, approached his researches in his own
unique way.

A few of us residing at Adyar have been greatly
privileged to hear him read the manuscript he
has written — often impelled to its writing in the
very early hours before the dawn. We feel we are
witnessing — experiencing even in some small
measure — the real processes of Yoga. The
atmosphere is stilled, thought is quieted, the mind
clarified and rendered more able to grasp, however
faintly, something of the quality of other-world
realities.

Dr. Arundale is recording his realizations of the
subtle and inward meaning of things and invest-
ing them with a new significance. Yet this new
significance is in complete accord with the laws
of Yoga as they have been recorded throughout
the ages by the masters of this immemorial
science, and whose authoritative works he has
consulted. He often affirms that he desires noth-
ing more ardently than that we should realize the
marvel of the Laws for ourselves — the mysteries,
or foundations of Life, each for himself.

Dr. Arundale further frankly affirms that he
has been directed in his observations of the
Symbolic Yoga which is finding interpretation
through his new work. He has said that he wishes
to place the fruits of his efforts before the members
in America and in other countries. | would like
to urge upon all members who can possibly do so,

that they attend the Convention, where two
public lectures will introduce this enthralling
subject, and the Summer School, when the record
of this work will be given and the subject still
further pursued under Dr. Arundale’s guidance.
It is such a rare opportunity to enter day after
day into the spirit of true Yoga. We have all
heard so much of the doubtful methods that so
often pass for the whole of the noble science of
Yoga — of breathings, of postures and gym-
nastics, that lead to so little; of dangerous
practices resulting frequently in psychic ill
health for which no cure is offered; of desecra-
tions of the pure pathway of truth.

As presented by Dr. Arundale the Laws of
Yoga and of the methods of their realization stand
out in magnificent simplicity. How important,
then, is his exposition of the “new” Symbolic
Yoga, and how acceptable to American brothers
anxious to comprehend it for themselves and
eager to present to the public a reality, into the
pursuit of which, because of its simplicity, all may
enter. He calls to the Yogi in each of us — each
who seeks the hidden truth — and indicates
clearly a satisfying clue to its discovery.

I should like to urge my friends in America to
gather at Olcott and together, so much more
easily than alone, enter into the spirit of what
Dr. Arundale generously offers. They will know
for themselves something of the true Yoga, that
delicate, infinitely beautiful, and yet so rare
vision of Loveliness and Life and Law.

I understand that Dr. Arundale feels he can
give these talks on Yoga only when large numbers
of interested members are gathered together, and
of course at the greater centers of Theosophical
life. During his forthcoming visit to America he
will therefore give these talks only at the Conven-
tion, elaborating them through discussion at a
Post-Convention study class (Summer School)
at Olcott, for members only.

For mind is like a mirror; it gathers dust while

it reflects.

It needs the gentle breezes of Soul-

wisdom to brush away the dust of our illusions.
Seek, 0 Beginner, to blend thy Mind and Soul.

— H. P. %e
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The following brief reports of the Adyar Convention
lectures are reprinted from the various issues of the Adyar
Daily News, as noted at the end of each article.

The Functions of The Theosophical Society

mission of The Theosophical Society was

“to bring western nations to drink at the
pure waters of Aryan knowledge.” Dr. Arundale
quoted this phrase in opening the First Sym-
posium on “The Functions of The Theosophical
Society” at the Adyar Convention on December
26.

“These are my beliefs, opinions, and con-
victions, as at present advised,” he went on to
say. “One must always give that saving clause,
as one hopes to grow wiser as years go by. I may
have to modify this statement in form, though, I
am certain, not in principle.”

The President discussed the functions of the
Society in terms of its Objects. In terms of the
first Object its function was, he said, to call atten-
tion to its inclusiveness regarding races, nations,
faiths, sects, individuals; and to invite individuals
to enter upon membership in order to learn how
more effectively to practice brotherhood. Second-
ly, to call the attention of the world to Theosophy
as perhaps one of the greatest statements of the
wisdom of brotherhocod ever offered to men.
Every individual in the world “is embraced within
the universal friendship.” As to religions, nations,
opinions, and beliefs, all of which divide mankind,
Dr. Arundale declared: “The work of The Theo-
sophical Society is to unite mankind, not by
abolishing divisions, but by making a Rainbow
of them, reflections, as all are together, and as each
is in part, of the White Light of Truth.”

In terms of the second and third Objects, the
work of the Society was to encourage the search
for truth in the visible forms of the outer world,
in religion, in philosophy, and in science; and in

DR. BESANT once pointed out that the

regions still unexplored or only partially explored.

Dr. Arundale held that The Theosophical
Society has the duty of spreading a knowledge of
Theosophy, and affording in all possible ways the
easiest access to the Theosophical literature.
Theosophy was no doctrine, nor creed, nor dogma.
“It is offered as a field for investigation,” he
insisted, “and for acceptance or rejection as each
individual member may deem fit. Theosophy is
not one among the many religions. Itisgivenasa
comprehensive statement of the laws of the pro-
cess of evolution and of their action upon all
growing life. The statement is not complete. It
could not be complete, or anything like complete
at our present stage of evolution. But it is the
fullest statement so far available.”

In summing up his policy as to the functions of
The Theosophical Society, the President em-
phasized that its watchwords were Freedom and
Friendship, to the inviolability of each of which
every member offered his heartfele allegiance.
“Friendship and Freedom are no less laws of
nature than Karma and Reincarnation.”

Finally, Dr. Arundale, urged the imperative
need of maintaining in all strength and purity the
link with Those Who founded the Society —
“that special relationship of the Society with the
Masters of the Wisdom which makes it different
from all other societies. And this difference we
must ever cherish, not in a spirit of superiority,
but in order that we fulfill the functions which
such difference imposes upon us.”

Following the President, Mr. Gokhale, Mr.
Peter Freeman and Mr. N. Sri Ram discussed the

future duty of The Theosophical Society.
(From Adyar Daily News, December 27)

Living the Life

In the Symposium on the Society’s functions
Mr. N. Sri Ram said:

“Many of us believe there is a guidance from
certain great Leaders at the back of the Move-
ment whom we look to as the Elder Brethren.
I myself feel that in so far as we propagate the
Wisdom, and are open to the guidance of the
Guardians of that Wisdom, to that extent shall
the Society be really fulfilling its mission.

“The way to keep ourselves open to that
Wisdom and guidance seems to me to lie in the

living of the life of friendship and brotherhood.
If we try to live that life from day to day, that is
the best and only way by which we can keep our-
selves open to inspiration from these High
Sources. Thus our understanding of Theosophy
shall grow more and more as the years pass, and
we shall be able to make The Theosophical
Society an even greater power for the uplift of
the world.”

(From Adyar Daily News, December 30)
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with the speed of an air-plane, and economic
progress and moral stature trotting along with
the speed of a bullock-cart. What the world
needed, he urged, was an “organization of world
economy,” and an authoritative and permanent
institute of world research. The object of this
body would be the coordination of scientific

(Y

knowledge and economic research and their ap-
plications to society. This idea of international
division of labor and international cooperation,
which appeared at present to be remote, would
be realized much sooner if all departments of the
social organization were Theosophized.

(From December 28)

“We Must Become Gods”

BY SHRIMATI RUKMINI DEVI

E must open our eyes, and what will
help us so to do? Theosophy.

We are all apt rather to believe in
internationalism only so long as nobody speaks
a word against our own country. It is quite
right that we should love our country, but may
we not at the same time appreciate what is fine
in other people? Knowing what is great in our-
selves, cannot we appreciate what is great in
others? But we must know how to love in the
right way. Say an Englishman, or someone of
any other nation comes to India, and says, “I
love Indians; | want to belong to India.” Some-
times such a person becomes Indian in a very
unpleasant and peculiar manner, wearing Indian
dress in a strange and extreme way. Or, on the
other hand, such a person, going to the other
extreme, may be so restricted and afraid of
lowering his dignity that if he even wanted for a
change to be Indian, he would not dare to be.
Many Theosophists cannot appreciate Indian
art or music or the spirit of Indian life. They do
not really want to understand. They have not the
spirit of openness. They do not come to a place
and enter into the soul of it. They do not try
to find the essence of its life, to know what is
wonderful in every country. There is something
great in every country and in every province.
It is a great pity that in India we have so much
of the provincial spirit.

For example, our North Indian friends may
say: “Oh, this Madras music and art, there is
no use in going to hear it.” You are laughing
because you know it is true. Or when we are
in the North, we may say: “Oh, | do not like
this North Indian fare, | wish | had Bhojanasala
food.” Why? Because even in small things we
cannot adapt ourselves — we are not Theoso-
phists. That is why.

| want to appreciate all art that is great. If
in the North there is a person who is great, it is
my business to go and listen to him until | find
out the secret of that greatness. If you do not

like the art of a great musician, for example, it

is all the more misfortune for you, not the
musician. We who are ignorant are the only
sufferers.

Though | happen to be born a Madrasi, when
I go to the West | endeavor to find the beautiful
that is in western art and life. lo start with,
| did not like European music at all. But | went
on listening to it until I could appreciate it. |
even learned the piano in order to understand
western music. | desired so much to appreciate
it. | really feel strongly that it is our business
to try to open our minds to look for all that is
great in all times, irrespective of our religious or
other different opinions.

I should like very much that all of us who are
Theosophists, who talk about brotherhood, would
start to practice what it is to be an Indian. For
example in the Bharata Samaj at one time we
had thousands of people worshiping. There is
no more the vision, but that does not make
any difference to the temple or the Deity. He
does not mind, because He Himself is there.
What are we Hindus of The Theosophical Society
doing for Hinduism ? Is there any religion greater
than Hinduism? | do not think so it is mag-
nificent. Somebody may tell you what is great,
but you must see it for yourselves. That is
what you must do, irrespective of your leaders.

Some leader may appear in The lheosophical
Society who belongs to some other religion than
our own, and we will worship his way because
the leader says so. Do you not realize that even
leaders have temperaments and are individuals?
There may be a Christian, a Hindu, a Moham-
medan leader. Each one is expressing his own
individuality. Yet those leaders immensely ap-
preciate the greatness of other religions. Dr.
Besant was a Hindu in spirit and she appreciated
all religions.

This, | would say, is the chief keynote for us
Theosophists, if we are going to do anything
in the future. Let us keep our minds extremely
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The Voice of Adyar

THE American National Society, through its
General Secretary (Mr. Sidney A. Cook),
sends a letter of greetings to the President and
Mrs. Arundale and to all assembled delegates,
in which the following passage appears:

“As each Theosophist must be a voice crying
in the wilderness of his environment, even though
few seem to hear, so must Adyar be a great
voice in the wilderness of the world. The world
may seem unresponsive, for it is preoccupied
with numerous self-seeking and self-aggrandizing
schemes. But the world is also worried and is
seeking light in the darkness of its many diff-
culties. While there are areas in the world
where freedom is forbidden and where truth
therefore may not be heard, there are neverthe-
less many signs elsewhere of an increasing ten-
dency to listen to the voice that speaks of all
men as brothers.

“In such a time Adyar’s voice must be heard
speaking strongly and wisely of basic principles
that amid world difficulties have become in-

The Fire

ON the spacious verandah of the beautiful
Zoroastrian Shrine an enchanting Fire Cere-
mony was performed on Wednesday, December
29, by a brother delegate, the Parsi Priest from
Ahmedabad, Ervad Kai Kobad N. Dastur.
Garbed in all-white from head to foot and chant-
ing the Avesta Mantrams invoking the presence
of the Angels, he adored the Holy Fire placed
in a special urn with two candle lights, on the
right and on the left, thus forming the Trinity,
round which were placed fresh flowers and fruits,
with a cup of milk and a glass of water.

Holy Fire is the symbol of Purity, Righteous-
ness, and Light, given by Lord Zarathushtra,
the Founder of the Zoroastrian religion, and
since His appearance on the earth, the Fire is
held in holy adoration and kept burning day
and night by the Parsis in their hearts and homes.
Each piece of sandalwood offered to the Fire,
either by the priest or from the congregation,
typifies the matter side of the universe and
diversity in nature, while the glowing Fire from
the burning wood and the incense signify the
spirit side of nature, or godliness and unity.

The glass of water represents the mineral
kingdom, flowers and fruits the vegetable king-

undated by many lesser values and selfish in-
fluences. The note of truth needs to be sounded
amid the discord. The straight way to the
solution of difficulties, to peace and happiness
needs to be pointed out in clear-cut expression,
that travel may not continue on the by-ways
on which temporary amelioration only may be
found. And such expression must needs be
specific as to the conditions with which it deals,
but basic as to principles enunciated. Detailed
remedies for the world’s ills are not for us as a
Society to suggest, but the practical application
of the great and eternal principles, wherever
they are temporarily withheld by man from
operation, must ever be our concern.

“May Adyar be not only a great spiritual
Center, but a vital Center of deep practical un-
derstanding to which the world will look and
where it may find directional guidance to a
happier day.

“Greetings to all our brethren.”

(From Adyar Daily News, January 1)

Ceremony

dom; the animal kingdom is represented in
milk, and the performing priest himself represents
the human kingdom. With all these paraphernalia
there issued forth from his lips the resonant
prayer which created thrilling but noble vibra-
tions.

In his sacred Avesta prayer the priest invokes
the blessings of all the departed ones. The great
Heroes, Rulers and Teachers of old are very
gratefully remembered by their names, also the
saintly ancestors of old and their future descen-
dants, and the great Holy Immortals, thus
enfolding all the kingdoms in the Glory of the
Fire. With the pouring forth of blessings to the
righteous ones of all nations and all the holy
things of the world, the presiding priest concludes
the prayer and the ceremony, and every member
of the congregation who so chooses, takes a
pinch of sacred ashes, offered by the priest from
the Fire urn and gently rubs it on his forehead,
humbly remembering his pilgrimage between
life and death; then, reverently bowing before
the Fire he partakes of a piece of consecrated
fruit or of milk or water, and thus dedicates his
life to the glory of God — Lord Ahuramazda
—K.J.B.W.

(From Adyar Daily News, December 31)
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General Program for C. C. C. —

Children’s Convention Camp

The government has nothing on us. We have
our own “C. C. C.” of which perhaps you have
read in the February and March numbers of this
magazine.

Until registrations are closed, it is difficult to
make any kind of a detailed program, as the
number of children, their age and sex, must to
some extent determine the character of the work.

On the activity side there will be group games,
hikes, nature study, and swimming, the latter at
a well-supervised pool in Wheaton. There will
be a free activity period, with a minimum of
supervision. The handicraft projects will in-
clude large free illustration, clay modeling, wood
carving, and design.

Some sturdy toys, or games that can be played
by a group, may be brought by the children, as
the equipment of the camp is necessarily limited.
Any Theosophist who has suitable play equip-
ment which he wishes to donate as a permanent
part of the camp will please communicate with
Mrs. Paul Parks, 928 Mapleton Avenue, Oak
Park, Illinois.

As time is getting short, parents are asked to
send registrations as early as possible to Mrs.
Herbert A. Staggs, 2236 Grandview Avenue,
Cleveland Heights, Ohio.

Burning the Bonds — A Visit to Olcott

An appropriate setting and a dramatic in-
cineration ceremony are in process of development
for the Burning of the Bonds. It cannot fail to be
an occasion of great joy, but it will be one of
devout thankfulness also. One can imagine that
the Deva of Olcott will entertain a large company

of the angelic hosts, with agood representation of
the devas of fire. More about this later.

Headquarters will also entertain on that great
day. Special buses will probably be engaged to
take our delegates direct from the hotel to Olcott,
there to participate at this unique ceremony of
Bond-Burning and to enjoy the afternoon in the
very beautiful and much improved Headquarters
grounds.

Experts Please Apply

There will be work for many hands and minds
in the multitudinous departments of Convention.
Capable reporters will be needed to take the
lectures for future publication. Absolutely
reliable work is essential in this department, and
it is hoped that a sufficient number of experienced
reporters will volunteer to permit sharing the
work without burden to any.

Publicity experts are also needed; people
accustomed to dealing with the press, to prepare
suitable reports in newspaper style. This will be
a splendid opportunity, through good press work,
to win the appreciation of the newspapers and at
the same time to present the essence of Theosophy
to the public.

There will also be important work for reporters
on the staff of our own Olcott Daily News to be
published daily during Convention for members
to mail back home.

Ticket-sellers, registration clerks, book-sellers,
door-keepers, ushers, exhibit attendants, and
assistants in many other activities will be needed.

Where are the band of servers? There must be
many who are planning to attend who will wish
to contribute some service, and we hope some
who will come especially because they can render
a service.

Rates for Olcott Sessions

Types of Accommodation

Tvpe A Cots in Headquarters rooms — sharing room and private bath.

Type B Cots in Headquarters

dormitory — sharing general

showers.

(Dormitory accommodations for women only.)

Type C Room in village (board at Headquarters).

Registration, Board and Accommodation as
Above

Summer School Only A B C

July 7 (p.m.) to
July 13 (a.m.)
inclusive............ 325.00 318.00 323.00

(Dinner July 7; Breakfast July 13.)

Convention Registration Fee...........ccecvvviveens 32.00

(Young Theosophists — under thirty)........ 1.00
(This fee should be sent to Headquarters with

registration, but reservations should be made with

the hotel direct.)

Meals Only

Breakfast, 35c; Lunch, 50 c; Dinner, 65c.
(With Type C accommodation, garage if re-

quired, 25 cents per night additional.)
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A Personal Message

BY EUGENE ]. WIX

and three more months for the completion

of the Burn the Bonds campaign. The
amount pledged to date is $20,451.38, leaving a
balance of $33,298.62 to be raised between now
and Convention time. I am sure that many mem-
bers and lodges who have heretofore withheld
pledges for one reason or another, fully expect to
help before the end of the campaign. May I,
therefore, earnestly urge you to make that pledge
now? Although we have a little less than half
our quota, I still believe we can and will obtain
the full amount before the Convention closes if
each and every member will do his part according
to his ability.

ONLY three more months before Convention

Many have already done their part. Others
have not. It is to this latter group that I am
particularly appealing now. Since the campaign
started I have received many letters and reports
from individuals, lodges, and federation officers
all over the American Section. These letters
indicate that those who can least afford it have
given most generously.

The membership as a whole has, I believe,
worked and saved and sacrificed to' make this
campaign a success. If it were possible for every
member to read the letters received they would
find there a record of noble sacrifice that is indeed
inspiring. As one typical illustration, the secre-
tary of a lodge wrote of a member who walked
three miles each day to save seven cents for a
Burn the Bonds pledge. Many other similar cases
indicate the unselfish, devoted service which is,
indeed, the essence of Theosophy in action.
If members in better financial circumstances
would make a proportionate sacrifice we should
soon attain our entire quota. The more you have
the greater is your responsibility to give.

Will you please read this article as though I
am speaking to you personally, for I wish to make
this appeal as direct as is possible through a
magazine article.

The campaign has the endorsement of our
International, our National, and our past presi-
dents. May it also receive the support and en-
dorsement of every Theosophist.

Did you read Mr. Rogers article in THE AMERI-

caN THEOSOPHIST on “Sacrifice and Success”? If
not, I am repeating here his last paragraph:

“Now, it is with an organization as it is with
an individual. It lives and prospers only
through sacrifice. The measure of its vitality is
the generosity of its members. If there are few
who will make sacrifices of time, or energy, or
money for it, its pulse will become feeble. If
many will do so, its pulse will quicken and its
health will become robust. That principle will
fit nowhere better than in the effort we are now
making to free our national Headquarters from
debt. A debt is a limitation. It prevents
growth, expansion. Whoever gives money to
redeem the building bonds removes the limita-
tion to that extent. His sacrifice of money
brings new life and energy to our Section. In-
cidentally, it helps him as certainly as he helps
the Society. That law we cannot avoid even
if we would. I have often thought of it in this
way: we cannot givs anything to Theosophy.

We can only invest money in it and the returns

from that investment will be far more valuable

than any other we can possibly make. I believe
that the sacrifice which many of us are now
making for the Section in the effort to Burn the

Bonds at the next Convention will soon begin

to be visible in a revival of public interest in

Theosophy.”

Particularly true is the thought that we cannot
“give anything to Theosophy” but that we can
only invest in it. Here, my friends, is your
opportunity to make an investment that will
bring returns richer by far than any other in-
vestment you have ever made, because this is an
investment in Life, in Truth, and in the liberation
of our Society that it may give that Life and
Truth to a hungering world. Make your invest-
ment today in such amount as you can afford.

Dr. Arundale has suggested that we are now
entering a new cycle of enterprise and that we
should take advantage of this fact to engage in
new enterprises or to vivify old ones. To do this
the American Section must be free of debt so we
can turn all our resources and energies to this
undertaking. Let us meet this challenge and be
ready to join him in whatever new enterprises
he may suggest. Together we cannot fail. Let
us go forward together.
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“A World Expectant”

BY CHARLES A. BERST

“Thou hast made me endless, such is thy pleasure.
This frail vessel thou emptiest again and again
and fillest it ever with fresh life.

This little flute of a reed thou hast carried
over hills and dales, and has breathed through
it melodies eternally new. . . Ages pass, and
still thou pourest and still there is room to fill.”

— Gitanjali
RABINDRANATH TAGORE
THE SUPREME adventure of Theosophy is

the discovery of the exhaustlessness of life,

which also is the token of its eternity.
We study and meditate and try in our feeble way
to embody in living that which we have learned.
Slowly and ponderously we evolve concepts which
express our partial realization of the truths of
Theosophy — and then there is placed in our
hands a formulation of the very truths upon
which we have been reflecting, confirming our
tentative findings with a clarity and a beauty
which make easy conquest of our understanding.

These are my thoughts after reading 4 World
Expectant, by E. A. Wodehouse*. If I had it in
my power, I would make this book ‘“required
reading” by every man and woman, within and
without the Society, who is working for the
advancement and enlightenment of humanity.
I would do this because nowhere, in Theosophical
or other literature, have I seen the great prob-
lems which face the world today stated with
greater sharpness and the solutions indicated
with greater understanding of the illuminating
principles of Theosophy.

We live today, according to the author, in one
of those historical periods when the great rhyth-
mic tide of spiritual life, having reached its ebb,
is now beginning to flow back into manifestation.
A flood of vitalizing energy is pouring into the
world, quickening everything into activity, break-
ing up and sweeping before it the crumbling
fragments of outworn forms, preparatory to the
creation of new forms, nobler and more adapred to
the expression of the new life.

Wodehouse describes the great Law of Growth:
“At first the form is malleable and elastic, re-
sponding to the pressure from within and so
giving a more or less true expression of the life.
This gradually leads to the culminating point
where life and form are in equipoise. Finally we
have the period when the old responsiveness be-
gins to fail. The form becomes rigid, inelastic,
unyielding; and as it does so it becomes more and

more of a prison-house for the urgent life within,
until finally the primal demand for space and
growth and freedom, which resides in all life,
compels the doors to be opened — and that form
having played its part, is cast aside.”

The chapter on periods of transition is excellent.
“There are three factors in every such transition
— the old, the new, and that which is passing
between them. .. That which is passing between
them is the life — the great living soul of human-
ity. That which it is leaving behind and that
towards which it is pressing forward are both
forms, the forms in which life clothed itself in the
past and the forms in which it will clothe itself
in the future. Life has outgrown the old forms,
and for the potentialities that are stirring within
it, there must be new forms.”

Deep beneath the apparent chaos and conflict
of the transitional period, “out of the great mass
of inchoate idealism certain great constructive
Ideas will vaguely formulate themselves. . . hav-
ing about them a dynamic and regenerative
quality. Overlaid with misunderstanding, linked
as it must be at first with much that is unessential
or trivial, nevertheless, out of the general striving
and seeking after the light will come the first
adumbration of the philosophy which is to be
the soul of the world’s New Order. Like volcanic
peaks rising from the deep will be thrown up the
master-concepts of the new age.”

What are these “master-concepts” ?

First, the New Vitalism, the supreme affirma-
tion of Life, where in every department of
activity the values of the life are asserted with
increasing vigor and effectiveness against the
values of the form. Henry Wallace expresses
one aspect of this movement when he urges the
recognition of human rights as prior to property
rights. Dean Inge speaks of it in the field of
religion when he says that the “impregnable
rock” of religion will be ““a life of experience.”
Henri Bergson postulates it in the philosophy of
the emergent intuition. Sir James Jeans sounds
the same keynote in the “new physics,” picturing
ultimate matter dissolving into energy which
behaves as if it were mental. Modern art also
echos the thought, however clumsily at first, in
post-expressionism, futurism, cubism; and in the
startling dissonances of the “new” music.
¢ A4 Porld Expectant, by E. A. Wodchouse, revised and abridged;

The Theosophical Press, Olcott, Wheaton, 111, 1938. 77 pages
75 cents.

(Concinded on page 92)
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A New Theosophical Novel

Winged Pharaoh, recently hailed in the British
press as a “find,” is a work of fiction that every
Theosophist will wish to read. This best Theo-
sophical novel of a quarter century, in beautiful
language and delightful to read, will be reviewed
in our next issue, but order now. The Theosophical
Press, $2.50.

Itineraries

Miss Mary K. Neff

March 22 — April 3, Northeast Federation.
April 4 — 8, Albany, New York.

April 9— 13, Syracuse, New York.

April 15 — 16, Rochester, New York.

April 17 — 18, Toronto, Canada.

April 19 — 20, Buffalo, New York.

April 26 — 29, Cleveland, Ohio.

Dr. Pieter K. Roest

March 28 — April 8, Chicago Federation.
April 9 — 10, Milwaukee, Wisc.

April 12 — 18, St. Paul-Minneapolis, Minn.
April 20 — 21, Des Moines, Iowa.

April 22 — 25, Progress Lodge, Omaha, Nebr.

Statistics

February 15 to March 15, 1938
Burn the Bonds Fund

Previously reported...................... 10,111.48
ToMarch15.................ccvinnnnn. 2,940.39 13,051.87
American Theosophical Fund

Prcviouslg reported.........ciuiuian..., 3,207.61
- ToMarch15,.........oovvvivnninn.at.. 580.10 3,787.1
Building Fund
Previously reported...................... 351.26
To Marech 180w ve. 1000l A0 31226
Greater America Plan Fund
Previously reported...................... 907.76
To Maﬁg . 358.00 1,265.76
Easy Savings Plan Fund
Previouslg' reported. . ..iiiiiniiiiaiian. 2,397.27
ToMarch15............ccooevvenian... 293.95 2,691.22
Olcott Tree Fund
ToMarch15...........00vviveennnnn... 141.62

Birth
To Mr. and Mrs. John E. Pierson, Gainesville Lodge, a daughter
on February 19.
Deaths

Mrs. Theresa Gehrke, Herakles Lodge, Chicago, Feb: 20.
C. F. Holland, Los Angeles Lodge, March 20, 2" =~ o2
Mrs. gulia M. Tole, Dallas Lodge, February 22.

Mr. Kepler Hoyt of Washington Lodge.

Marriages

Miss Alice Richardson of Aurora Lodge to Mr. J. Peshek, recently-
Miss Etheleon Stanton of Bcs:mt-Hoﬁywood Lodge to Mr. Sidne
James MacDonald Taylor gleennft-‘l‘-h:llyvlv_ood Lodge, March 18.
o

Mrs. . Lod Mr. 1
M. Wagner of Columbus Lodge, recently. ok to Ear

“Theosophy Is the Next Step” Campaign

It has been represented to me by friends who
are very much interested in the Campaign for
Understanding that it would be more useful if
the “Theosophy Is the Next Step” Campaign
were postponed until 1939, so that there may be
more time for the development of the Campaign
for Understanding.

They tell me that there is in these days more
urgent need for Understanding than ever before,
and that since the Campaign is very suited to its
purpose, the longer it continues, within limits,
the better.

It is certainly true that our cost price sales of
the leaflets and booklet support this view. We
are now in the third impression of “Understanding
is Happiness,” and the sales of the leaflets run
into very many thousands.

I have therefore decided to accept the advice
to postpone the 1938 Campaign until 1939, so
that the Campaign for Understanding may con-
tinue, and that later on in 1938 members may
have the opportunity for a rest from Campaigns
in order to develop other lines of Theosophical
activity. I ask, however, every General Secretary
to proceed with the appointment of his Committee
to organize the preparation in each country of
suitable leaflets showing how Theosophy is the
next step, so that I may receive these at the
latest by September of next year. I also ask every
member whom I have personally requested to
prepare leaflets to send them to me by the same
date. We have now more time for preparation,
but I hope that any preparation that has been
begun will continue. i .

I may add that the “Theosophy Is the Next
Step” Campaign will be the last of its kind before
I lay down my office in 1941. —

— GEORGE S. ARUNDALE

New Members for February

Applications for membership during the above
period were received from the following lodges:
Akbar (Chicago), Arundale (Santa Barbara),
Atlanta, Besant (Boston), Birmingham, Cin-
cinnati, Herakles (Chicago), Indianapolis, Knox-
ville, Los Angeles, Lotus, (Philadelphia) Mary-
land (Baltimore), Miami, Oakland, Oklahoma
City, Rainbow (Columbus), Sacramento, Wash-
ington; and National members, Montgomery,
Ala.; Llano, Texas; Glen Ellyn, IIL.

If I cannot live in peace and understanding
with my neighbor or my co-worker, how can I
expect a million people to live harmoniously with
a million others? National strife and war are but
the inharmony of my life and yours multiplied
many times. — S. A. C.



Book Reviews
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