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Practical Lodge Discussion

(Editor’s Note: The following is a discussion on
activities by Dr. Besant, given before a lodge in 1900.
It is of practical use to us today and is particu-
larly valuable in stressing the duty of the Theoso-
phist to assist in keeping calm the excessive emo-
tionalism in national life.) —

HIS LODGE is not enough alive. I want to

see more vitality in it. Members should fa-

miliarize themselves with the teachings in
order to carry them to the outer world. The
knowledge is not given simply for personal ad-
vantage. Just as the individual stops his progress
by taking knowledge he does not skare, so does the
lodge lose much by not sharing. This lodge is
inclined to become closed for students, to work
at lines which interest them. A lodge which does
this, gradually loses vitality and interest even for
students. This lodge is far from that condition,
however, but a warning is needed.

The Sunday meetings of last year will, I hope,
goon. The Thursday meetings are given to study
useful to students, but not to the outside world.
If popular lecturing is to be condemned, then that
side of our work — the interesting of the public —
fails. Itis difficult to make a subject clear enough
to interest the non-student. To speak to students
is easy if you know your subject, but speaking to
other members is not so easy; and there is an
inclination to think that a thing is valuable if
obscure or put in clumsy language. It is not a
thing to be ashamed of to put things so attrac-
tively and intelligently that any person is able to
follow you. It is rather a quality to be aimed at.
The most interesting things in the world are not so
interesting if carelessly put, and we fail in our
duty if we do not pass on these truths to the
humanity for whose sake the Masters are living.
So don’t be careless in treating great truths, nor
make them clumsy by inattention to clearness of
thought.

The younger ones should help to bear the bur-
den; the older ones are overworked and the young
underworked. The younger ought to be now
passing through their apprenticeship and giving
careful, loving attention to any work taken up.
If the sending out of notices falls too much on the
secretary, help her.

At the Sunday evening lectures members ought
not to crowd in but strangers should be got in.
The bookstall which used to flourish in our old
lodge rooms has fallen to the ground here. On
Sunday evenings, for instance, literature ought to
be sold. The members do not meet as much as
usual now. One of the monthly meexings might
be less formal. This has been suggested by

members — the last Thursday in the month, say.
And in regard to these arrangements, it is not
fair to throw all the work on the secretary. You
should consider whether the funds would allow
you to provide tea for such an occasion, and see
what you can do. There is at present a lack of
drawing together. I think drawing-room meet-
ings might be held in different parts of the city.
This part of the work ought to be carried on much
further than hitherto. Then classes ought to be
held in different parts of the city. In these the
teacher learns most, for the questions put force the
teacher to study. The lodge and the Section
should work harmoniously.

One great difficulty you will have to face is the
excitement of the public mind with regard to
national affairs which will be predominant for the
next two years, but that is a reason for carrying
on external work. This excitement will grow more
and more; and while the outside troubles grow
during the next year or two, it is our duty to help
the national life to be quiet. What strength
comes through us is not ours, but it comes through
the channels made; those who make the channels
find the Light comes through. Conflicts are
before us in which race questions are involved,
and it is the duty of the Society which is advocat-
ing brotherhood universal to give that feeling of
lessening race hatreds and antagonisms. None
of you should be heard to say one sentence to
embitter popular feeling. Harsh, cruel words
and blame belong to the outer world, not to s.
The man is not a true Theosophist who does this.

So much of this time I shall be away that I feel
I may ask of you to remember your place in this
movement. You are responsible for this move-
ment of Theosophy. Lead it without bias or
prejudice; take as your watchword ToLERANCE.
There is not only one way of working for Theoso-
phy, but one hundred, and every one is good in
its place. Each should work along the one way
suited to him. I am blamed for laying stress on
devotion and on study, on propaganda of ideas.
Some of you think it is inconsistent, but it is all
necessary, each in its place, if one does not wish
to be lopsided in evolution. And you cannot
think how much pain it gives me when some par-
ticular line of teaching advocated is used as a
reproach to others who follow other lines. If I
urge study, some of you turn to the devotional
man among you, and this is used to give people
a blow. Why should people not be devotional
and studious? Why should either be reproached
and the Bread of Life used as stones to cast at

(Concluded on page 16)
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