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the challenge to the rest o f the world. Can we, 
the more intelligent, the more progressive, the 
more sophisticated, do for our people what Russia 
is doing for its one hundred sixty millions of 
people? Just what is Russia doing besides 
establishing schools, clinics, hospitals, libraries, 
and greatly reducing its former illiteracy rate? 
As I see it, the fundamental and most remarkable 
aspect o f the Russian set-up is that it is giving its 
people a definite workable philosophy o f life. Of 
course, many things possible there would be 
impossible here because o f the difference in 
our philosophies o f life. We Americans are 
individualists —  they, the Russians, consider 
themselves part o f a whole which is o f first im­
portance always. Everything here is done in an 
atmosphere o f competition and rivalry that tends 
to destroy our human relations. There is no unit 
o f activity, we have no one goal definitely in mind. 
We build up “ anxiety-pressures”  such as dis­
couragement, cynicism, frustration, which, added 
to our anxiety in regard to work, food, housing, 
personal advancement, and professional and vo­
cational opportunity, become so acute and so ir­
remediable that we despair and “ give up the 
ship.”  We become chronic complainers, am­
bitionless. We want and need a change badly, 
but we are absolutely incapable o f functioning 
to bring it about.

In Russia all o f these anxieties are taken care 
o f even for the humblest. Luxury has been 
removed, it is true, but so has worry over econom­
ic security. Every boy and girl if he wishes may 
attend college or a technical institute and when 
he finishes he is guaranteed a job. He is even 
paid by the government during his last six months 
in school. He is trained in his chosen profession; 
he is taught his worth as an individual who is to 
serve society. There is but one whole program 
in Russia —  not a relief one, an educational one, 
a prison reform one, but all contribute their best 
efforts toward the one main program. Every 
Russian feels that there is a place for him and he 
has a faith in the future. We call the Russians 
crazy people, and yet does this sound so mad? 
Doctor Frankwood Williams, an eminent psy­
chiatrist, reports that the nervous and mental 
disease cases in Russia have fallen rapidly. There 
are beds waiting for them in the hospital wards, 
but they are largely unoccupied. These crazy 
people apparently won’t even go crazy when they 
should! Doctor L. Rosenstein, director o f the 
Moscow Scientific Institute, told Dr. Williams 
that for three months he had been searching in 
the medical hospitals of Moscow for a new case of 
maniac-depressive depression to demonstrate to 
his students, and he had not been able to find one. 
Probably enough cases o f this kind have been 
admitted to any one o f the mental hospitals of

New York City this very day to furnish demon­
stration material to all the medical schools o f the 
city and several other cities besides.

Has Russia anything to teach us? Certainly 
not the communistic plan o f government. I 
would never advocate the Russian plan— heaven 
forbid —  there are too many atrocities. But I 
repeat that Russia is a challenge to the world in 
one thing —  it has recognized and performed 
some admirably constructive work toward solving 
its youth problem. If the rest o f the world would 
start working on this vital problem, what wonders 
might we not accomplish? It is a crime that men 
and women who are graduating from colleges all 
over the world, well educated and trained in all 
the fields o f human endeavor, should find nothing 
but emptiness, or a job inferior to their abilities 
and training, or starvation. Some day soon, and 
the sooner the better, the American people will 
welcome young men and women trained in 
government, endowed with courage o f imagina­
tion to straighten out this tangled mess. No 
matter what form o f government we embrace in 
the future —  Socialism, Communism, Fascism, or 
Americanism —  we need competent and intel­
ligent leadership.

Thomas Jefferson once made the statement 
that America would need a revolution every 
twenty years. What a farsighted gentleman he was! 
We do not want a revolution with blood shed — 
we should be intelligent enough today to bring 
about a social revolution without violence. The 
task is not a simple one —  it requires the com­
bined efforts o f the old and new generations. I 
make my plea to the older generation now, whose 
assistance we need in our reconstruction. We, 
the younger generation, cannot o f our own volition 
effect any constructive change. We are apt to be 
too radical, too impulsive —  or despair too quick­
ly —  we have not had the experience and wisdom 
that come with age. We need your cooperation 
as educators. You must, through education, 
develop in the boys and girls o f today an uncloud­
ed mind that will not be easily infected by our 
radicals, who fortunately have not yet geared 
themselves effectively to the task of enlightening 
and moving the American masses. Through 
home and school and city environment you must 
make us feel that the future is something besides 
a long wait for death. Youth must be allowed 
to dream, yes, but he must be warned that dreams 
without action are but “ the children o f an idle 
brain.”  You must make him realize that everything 
of importance that was ever done in this world was 
begun by one man or one woman. “ That is why,”  
writes Channing Pollock, “ I believe that the insur­
mountable obstacles which afflict our civilization, 
such as the conquest o f war and poverty and 
ignorance, will be surmounted in time, when that

�%��������������+��7?@<



106

Understanding Our W ork
By ADELAIDE GARD NER

THE PREVIOUS FOREW ORD* was ap­
parently more than usually provocative, 
because it was not without self-contradic­

tions. A radical self-contradiction or paradox is, 
however, one o f the inevitable expressions o f 
truth, for no one view of things can ever include 
the whole, and when one gets a fresh angle o f 
vision and expresses that truthfully, it usually 
runs, at least in part, counter to the original 
picture. Totally to discard the first is childish. 
It was not “ wrong”  —  only imperfect. The 
second view will sooner or later be found to be 
incomplete, also, and contradictory to later 
illumination. But each is a facet o f the diamond 
o f truth, and no one facet carries the whole light.

Another analogy for the impossibility o f con­
veying directly any true impression o f the real is 
the method used to draw three-dimensional ob­
jects in perspective. A house stands flat upon 
the ground, yet if you draw all its base lines 
straight, the house becomes two-dimensional on 
paper. To draw a convincingly real house, the 
base lines must slope away from the comer angle, 
and it is their right relationship to each other 
which conveys the illusion o f the house as stand­
ing firmly on flat earth.

As the finite mind is like the sheet o f flat paper 
in relation to the deeper aspects o f reality, it is 
axiomatic in occultism that there is no absolute 
measure o f truth so far as the finite mind and the 
finite senses go. No effort will enable truth to be 
conveyed in words. One imagines that “ Black 
is black and white is white”  is a statement o f 
actual fact —  but a few experiments with subtle 
tones o f lighter and darker greys and whites will 
show up the illusoriness o f colors. Color values 
are always relative, and not absolute, as every 
artist knows. Today we are indeed fairly ready 
to accept the senses and emotions as unreliable 
in their interpretations o f experience, but we feel 
that reason, logic, intelligence are surely reliable 
as tests o f truth. Yet the mind is also the slayer 
o f the real because o f its personal preconceptions. 
How are we to make it the dear mirror o f the 
spirit that it must become if it is to hold open and 
true the ideal patterns o f the archetypal world as 
molds into which feeling and physical substance 
can be shaped?

To clear and spread the mind so that it can be 
trained in impersonality and lucidity there is no 
better practice than meditation upon an honestly 
faced paradox. One o f our members noted that 
•cf. T bb American T bbo*opbi8t, April, 1937.

last month’ s Foreword in one place said that 
true spiritual growth never was the result o f self- 
interest or self-seeking, and yet a little further on 
stated that living the Theosophical life demanded 
an ever-increasing self-awareness. Both are true; 
one o f the root problems of the spiritual life is to 
find the knack o f achieving Self-awareness with­
out becoming self-enclosed. Another is to team 
to stand alone, independent o f superstition, o f the 
opinions o f others, and o f the support o f authority, 
and yet remain reverent, cooperative, and always 
ready to share whatever we possess with every­
one around us.

Such paradoxical demands are best resolved in 
daily work and living contacts with others, and 
that is why the structure o f The Theosophical 
Society with its lodges and Sections is so ideal a 
background for the study of occultism. Our basic 
platform is universal brotherhood, and each 
member is pledged to make this an active prin­
ciple in his life. Yet very often the lodges are far 
from expressing this ideal in their organization 
and work. Some one figure dominates and deter­
mines policy, study, and methods, and all the 
others follow sheepishly or with reverent de­
votion. Or else there are factions, and this group 
goes if Miss X  is taking the class, and stays away 
when Mrs. Y  holds forth. Or worse, far worse, 
no one leads and no one follows; the meetings are 
boring and the members critical. They begin to 
“ wonder what the Society is for,”  or perhaps lose 
interest and resign. It is so easy to say, “ This is 
not my idea o f how an occult society should be 
conducted,”  and so difficult to contribute to a 
group the incentive and goodwill that it needs 
in order to function effectively as a group.

But suppose the lodge is fixed in a groove, 
the “ wrong”  people are dominant and the spirit 
is either sectarian, or didactic, or conventional 
and dry-as-dust, or ultra-emotional. One or two 
members are bored or shocked or feel frustrated 
under those conditions. What can be done? 
Here is a true dilemma, or paradox o f conduct. 
I f  one attacks the situation critically, one pro­
duces unbrotherly reactions; if one remains silent, 
one supports a situation o f which one deeply 
disapproves. For some the solution is with­
drawal —  but that is nugatory and non-contribu- 
tive, a purely personal solution to ease oneself.

The solution o f a genuine dilemma or paradox, 
as the Zen Buddhists so truly say, can only 
come through growth in spiritual perception. 
That is why the last thing to do is to run away
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BY L. W. ROGERS

� OST OF US are inclined to take a pes­
simistic view o f human affairs. We are 
distressed by the appalling political 

corruption in our great cities, by the increase of 
many forms o f open gambling, by the daily bank 
robberies and by the scores o f lesser moral 
offenses that seem to justify the declaration that 
“ the world is as bad as it ever has been.”  Worst 
o f all is the ever-present sense o f actual war and 
impending war, with its insistent evidence that 
at the highest level o f civilization we can boast, 
humanity is still capable o f hurling explosives 
into a city to blow the bodies o f peaceful non- 
combatants to pieces or crush helpless, frightened 
children to death beneath tumbling walls. Unless 
we take second thought about the matter it 
would seem that the word “ evolution”  is a 
misnomer and that the world is neither making 
progress nor is capable of it; that it is, indeed, 
“ as bad as it ever has been.”

But that is only because that which is present 
to the senses is far more impressive than that 
which is past. Nothing is more remarkable than 
the ease with which humanity forgets its past. 
But we have only to recall that past to see how 
rapidly the human race is really moving. The 
advance in science within a generation is so 
patent that detail is superfluous. In invention 
the distance covered within the memory o f living 
people lies between the ox team and the auto­
mobile, between the “ pony express,”  which was 
the “ fast mail”  o f our grandfathers, and the air­
plane that now crosses the continent between 
sunrise and dusk. In all that relates to material 
things rapid progress is too obvious for argument. 
It is on the ethical side alone that pessimism 
seems to be justified. But it only seems so be­
cause our moral past is not recalled with sufficient 
precision. Our ethical advance is really quite as 
amazing as the scientific.

In the not distant past it was the custom when 
a city was taken in war to “ put to the sword”  the 
major part o f the population and to make slaves 
for life the remainder. In times o f peace the 
slave trade flourished. It is true that we still 
hang people for committing crimes, but the 
number of offenses for which the death penalty 
is inflicted has diminished to two or three and in 
nearly all the civilized parts o f the world it is 
invoked only for murder, and maybe for treason. 
Only a little while ago there were many offenses 
for which people were hanged —  offenses for 
which the punishment now would be a short jail

sentence; and these hangings for petty theft 
occurred only a short time ago. Bishop Lead- 
beater remarks in one o f his books that he has 
seen posted up for public reading at the entrance 
of a London prison the announcement that such 
and such a person had been hanged for stealing a 
pair o f gloves valued at two shillings sixpence. 
In other words, merchandise worth sixty cents! 
Now in that country a man sentenced to life 
imprisonment must be released after twenty years 
no matter how long his natural life may be nor 
how young he was when imprisoned. When we 
reflect upon the ethical improvement made in so 
short a time it seems not too much to say that it 
is about equal to our material progress.

These thoughts are suggested by the almost 
startling step taken in the United States in the 
realm o f economics. Recent legislation sustained 
by the court o f last resort is as fundamentally 
important as Magna Charta in England was seven 
hundred years ago. In the long, slow evolution­
ary rise o f the masses o f the people to higher and 
higher standards o f living it is more than a mile­
stone. It is a monument —  this legal recognition 
o f the right o f collective bargaining. It means 
that the irrepressible warfare between capital and 
labor is to be shifted from physical violence to 
the mental level, just as war between nations will 
sometime be. It means that the world has taken 
another evolutionary step from brute force to 
reason in settling disputes. Only a few genera­
tions ago the common man had no legal rights. 
Only the king and the nobility had rights. The 
serf was just a shade superior to the slave. The 
advent o f the steam machine changed him from 
serf to factory worker. Since then his progress 
has been by shortening the hours o f his work day 
and at the same time increasing the day wages. 
At first his hours, fixed by law, were from daylight 
to dark. Very slowly it got down to twelve hours. 
Half a century ago it had shortened to ten hours. 
Forty years ago the eight-hour day was a novelty. 
Only one organization in the country, and that a 
German one, had securely established it. Today 
it is almost universal and the six-hour day is 
being suggested. While the work day was short­
ening from twelve hours to eight, the day wage 
was more than doubling. Legalized collective 
bargaining means a still faster increase. The 
ultimate result will be a more even distribution of 
the wealth that is created by the combined 
energies o f capital and labor. That, in turn, will 
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Summer School — July 31 to August 6 
Convention — August 7 to 11

Already we are enthusiastic about the plans 
for the program for our Summer Sessions, which 
are developing splendidly.

You know that our own Miss Neff, who is a 
staunch American even though she has spent so 
many years traveling, and at Adyar and Sydney, 
will be with us to share her rich experience with 
both Dr. Besant and Bishop Leadbeater, and out 
o f the background of that experience, to help us 
to realize anew the depths and heights o f Theo- 
sophical principles.

There will be Dr. Roest and Miss Henkel, 
whom you will be glad to hear, and in addition a 
number o f our members who have been doing 
unusual work in their own lodges and federations

and whom we think should be more widely 
appreciated.

The keynote throughout the Sessions will be 
Understanding, in anticipation o f the Campaign 
for Understanding which has been announced by 
Dr. Arundale as the program for our lodges 
throughout the world for the coming year.

We decline to divulge all the possibilities o f the 
program, but you are going to enjoy it immensely, 
and perhaps best o f all, discover again, as we do 
each year, the joy o f our comradeships as Fellow- 
Theosophists.

Make your plans now, and also please register 
early.

Rates for Olcott Sessions

Types o f Accommodation

Cots in Headquarters rooms —  sharing room and private bath. 
Cots in Headquarters dormitory —  sharing general showers. 
Room in village (board at Headquarters).

Type A 
Type B 
Type C

Registration, Board and Accommodation a9 
Above

Summer School Only A B C  
July 31 to August 6 .. ..3 2 5 .0 0  318.00 322.50 
(6 to 7 days)

Summer School and 
Convention

July 31 to August 11.. . 42.00 30.00 35.00
(11 to 12 days)

Convention Only
August 7 to 11..............  18.00 13.00 13.00
(4 to 5 days)
Registration Only
For any period................................................ 32.00
(Young Theosophists —  under thirty)........ 1.00
Meals Only
Breakfast, 35c; Lunch, 50c; Dinner, 65c. 
(With Type C accommodation, garage if required, 
25c per night additional.)

WORLD PROGRESS
(Continued from  page 108)

bring a higher standard o f living and leisure for 
everybody. But it should not be supposed that 
an end to industrial troubles is at hand. The 
struggle will go on but it will be more a battle
o f wits and less a matter o f bricks and bludgeons.
*

Those o f us who believe that evolution is 
closely watched and guided by superhuman

Intelligences can understand that They are 
deeply interested in giving the least advanced 
among humanity the very best environment and 
conditions that the law of karma permits. It is 
an inspiring thought. World progress has been 
rapid under such guidance. By the same token 
it will be more rapid in the near future, for evolu­
tion gains momentum as the years go by.
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Our Lodge Problems
)��-���)������������������  

BY ITS PRESIDENT

HOW OFTEN we hear members, commit­
tees, and boards discussing our lodge prob­
lems, and how often are these so-called 

lodge problems so grave there seems no solution. 
Two facts should be apparent. First, the lodges 
are not "ours.”  Second, the lodges have no 
“ problems.”  As to the first, the lodges are char­
tered by Headquarters, hence belong to Head­
quarters, not to us; Headquarters in turn belongs 
to Adyar and Adyar belongs to the Masters. 
Reducing this equation to its simplest terms, the 
lodges belong to the Masters, not to the members. 
As to the second, what we call lodge problems are 
the members* problems, personal things. And 
they are such simple things, such poor things to 
affright our committees and boards.

Every person who joins The Theosophical 
Society takes upon himself certain responsibilities, 
certain duties to the group or lodge to which he 
belongs. At random, some o f these are atten­
dance, dues payment, study, self-development, 
program participation, janitor work, propaganda, 
etc. He is not committed to abstinence from 
flesh food, alcohol, tobacco, or narcotics, but if 
he accepts the responsibility o f self-development 
he will learn the value o f such abstinence.

Although the responsibilities named above are 
set down at random, probably the most im­
portant o f them is attendance. How very few 
lodges have full attendance o f members, and how 
quickly so-called lodge problems would evaporate 
if members would attend religiously. There's 
that word “ religiously” ; why do we use it as a 
descriptive adjective? Because religious people 
practice their religion by attending their churches, 
mosques, or temples. .��  they do so is beyond 
the range o f this inquiry. But they do and we do 
not. A  member complains that the meetings are 
not interesting; what o f it! Is the lodge running 
an amusement enterprise? Must we be enter­
tained? Why not attend, raise a voice, and 
change the character o f the programs so they will 
be interesting, if that is the criterion. Another 
member has heard that “ stuff”  many times; well, 
what o f that too! What a grand opportunity for 
that member to learn to state the Theosophical 
fundamentals in a new and fresh manner. Grant­
ed, the movie house down the street changes its 
programs every night or so, but the plots o f the 
stories can be counted on the fingers o f two hands; 
new methods o f presentation, new actors, new

locales, are what they use, and we can do so too. 
Another member had company drop in at the last 
moment; if that member had committed himself 
to make a fourth at bridge that night would 
casual callers have kept him away? A  fourth 
member forgot the meeting; there is no comment 
possible on this situation that would get past the 
editor o f the bulletin.

Lodge officers plan, program committees agon­
ize, program participants tremble, the musician 
is late, but at last the meeting is ready to get 
under way and a bare handful o f members strag­
gle in and sit down in the last row, daring the 
officials to present something that will keep them 
awake. Exaggerated? Well, perhaps; but this 
condition presents an overtowering lodge problem. 
I f any six o f those sitters on the back row would 
get on their feet and howl for bigger, better, and 
more interesting lodge meetings how delighted 
the surprised officials would be to go into a huddle 
immediately with them and jump at constructive 
suggestions. But no, some or most o f that sleepy 
six will stay away from the next meeting. Lodge 
problem indeed; let our members attend regular­
ly, religiously, if you please, and their very 
presence will inspire their lodge officers to higher 
things.

Then, there is this matter o f dues payment. 
We agreed to pay our National dues when we 
joined; we knew how much they were and if 
nobody told us about local dues at that time we 
still were aware there are such things in the 
world as rent, light, advertising, books, and the 
other endless small expense o f providing and 
equipping a meeting place. Lack o f proper 
financial management produces another so-called 
lodge problem. Lodges there are, and their name 
is many, in which mention o f dues is just another 
taboo. The usual excuse for this condition is that 
we are banded together for higher things and the 
mention o f money is destructive o f something or 
other. Every member knows in his heart that 
our organization cannot function without funds. 
They must come from somewhere, and what kind 
o f member is he who is willing to accept the 
advantages provided by others without doing his 
part. Proper and satisfactory provision is made 
for those o f us who are unable to pay our dues.

How many lodge problems would there be if 
the members attended regularly and paid their 
dues promptly?
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“Our Colyum”

THIS is the time o f year when the air smells 
soft and we spend most o f the day gazing 
out o f windows and thinking about summer 

holidays. Theosophists pull strings and wait 
anxiously to discover if they’ve had the luck to 
get their vacations at that most attractive o f all 
times —  July 31 to August 11. These being the 
dates during which the heavens smile upon 
Summer School and Convention, and each beast, 
bird, and insect, tree, flower, and stone at 
Wheaton, including the Staff, exerts himself to 
make Headquarters lovely and delightful in every 
possible way.

Theosophists o f course feel the world’s their 
home and every man’s their brother, but there 
are special places and especially beloved ones 
even in the most congenial families. Wheaton is 
definitely one o f the places, and the people one 
finds there worth covering some distance to meet. 
Those who come regularly to Convention know 
all about this; nothing but sudden death would 
prevent their attendance, and doubtless not even 
that. They don’t come only for the talks and 
discussions, moreover, stimulating as these may 
be. The most important part o f Convention is 
just the fact o f being there, and what each one 
brings for the refreshment o f all the others. It’s 
a matter of sitting next to people, walking up and 
down with them, carrying trays and consuming 
soup simultaneously, smelling the same flowers, 
looking at the same skies. In other words, 
living together.

Theosophists need to be together now and then. 
We believe firmly in our oneness, we feel the 
strongest ties o f common interest and effort, but 
we are all individualists with minds o f our own, 
and we are very much scattered. We become so 
keen about the problems involved in our own work 
that we often forget that hundreds o f other lodges 
all over have equally exciting affairs going on. 
We begin to feel there’s nothing quite so im­
portant as that the intelligent looking young man 
who sits in the third row at lectures should join 
the T. S., or that our new class in comparative 
religion should draw a good crowd. We need to 
withdraw a little, and it’s by coming once a year 
to Convention that we begin to see our activities 
in their true perspective, as part of a wider nation­
al and international scene. Once we’ve done that, 
we don’t feel the same disappointment if by 
chance the young man makes his way to other 
fields or the class doesn’t shake the town. We’re 
not quite so caught up in the moment when we

have paused to renew our awareness o f the T.S. 
as a whole, existing apart from personalities and 
daily vicissitudes —  an organization with a deep 
and permanent strength of its own.

Naturally every member longs for Convention, 
and only impossible morasses like whooping 
cough in the family or visits from important non- 
Theosophical aunts prevent. Or slight financial 
difficulties. The whooping cough and the aunts 
are hard to get around, but for the financial 
situation there is a very simple remedy, evolved 
so that you may get to Wheaton with practically 
no expense. We call this brilliancy Easy Savings 
Plan No. 2, and are happy to illustrate it by 
taking a day in the life o f a typical Theosophist, 
from Kansas City.

Some people do take their little envelope 
(E. S. P. No. 1) to the office with them so as to 
have it handy for lunch, but we realize the hazards 
o f such a plan (one might lose the envelope) 
make it rather impractical. Our K.C. member 
comes home conservatively of an evening and 
runs to his desk to put 3 cents into No. 1 Easy 
Savings Plan envelope. Having done this, he is 
confronted by No. 2 Easy Savings Plan envelope. 
Now Kansas City is (for our purpose, you under­
stand) 500 miles from Chicago, making the 
journey to and fro 1,000 miles. At 2 cents a mile 
we figure this with some difficulty to make 320. 
(Please check up on any discrepancies in the 
arithmetic.) This doesn’ t include pullman, which 
you’ ll have to figure out for yourselves. We 
intend to help you acquire the necessities o f life, 
not the luxuries. Well, there we are with 320, 
but we are willing to call it 324 for purposes o f 
division. 324 makes 32.00 a month, which is 
3.0666666-% (7 cents to you) a day. So with 
a sigh o f relief we see our Kansas citizen slipping 
7 cents into Easy Savings Plan envelope No. 2. 
Outside o f the higher mathematics involved 
because o f unavoidable geographical differences, 
could anything be simpler? Seven cents a day 
and you are ready for Convention with your 
ticket purchased and 34.00 left over to buy an 
orchid to pin on your coat.

There is only one flaw in this arrangement. 
By following the scheme outlined you will br ing 
yourself with a minimum o f effort to Convention 
in 1938. But it is the 1937 Convention which lies 
outstretched before us. For this, all else failing, 
we can only recommend one course: Sell the
family plate. It will be worth it.
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Members and friends o f The Theosophical 
Society will be glad to know that 1937 marks 
the opening session of a summer camp for the 
Northeast. This camp will be more than just a 
place for rest and recreation; it is an experiment 
in communal living. In the freedom of constant 
association out o f doors a broader view o f life 
and renewed vigor for everyday affairs are gained.

The property, which is situated in the foothills 
o f the Berkshires, 1000 feet above sea-level, 
consists o f 125 acres o f rolling land and wooded 
hills. Through it flows a wide, fast-running 
stream, which falls in a cascade into a beautiful 
gorge overhung with hemlocks. The country 
surrounding the camp is varied, with many lakes 
and mountains. Nearby, the Taconic Inter- 
State Park offers opportunity for horseback rid­
ing, hiking, and mountain climbing, while within 
two miles is a large lake for boating and swimming 
additional to that in our own pool. A golf course 
adjoins the property, and there will be other 
games and sports on our grounds.

This camp enterprise is conceived in the spirit 
o f fullest liberty and simplicity. Campers make 
their own programs and consult together over 
matters o f convenience and comfort. For the 
sake o f the wild life, hunting and fishing are inter­
dicted, but there are virtually no other restric­
tions. The diet o f the camp is wholly vegetarian, 
with abundant supplies of fresh vegetables, fruit 
and dairy products. Services are principally 
maintained by volunteer help, o f which there is 
no lack. This makes the camp unrivaled in a 
spirit o f freedom and cooperation.

The problems o f life and the place o f man in 
Nature form the ground for vigorous and exciting 
discussion. For this reason there is never any 
need for formal or artificial activity. The days 
are filled with such variety o f excursion, spon­
taneous interest, friendly company, expansion o f 
mind, and sheer beauty as to vanish all too soon 
for most.

Although it is not formally agreed, in such 
surroundings campers —  whether acquainted

with Theosophy or not —  cannot but assume the 
existence o f invisible or super-physical worlds and 
o f the vast nexus o f natural law. These concepts 
will be eagerly canvassed, not as speculative 
notions but as the avowed background o f life, 
important enough to warrant the most careful 
examination. This year we shall do experimental 
work in meditation under the direction o f Dora 
Kunz, and in natural living under Dr. K. C. 
Hitchcock, and Fritz Kunz will be available to 
lead our discussions. We hope that groups will 
form for study, and a good deal o f competent 
instruction in various subjects will be offered 
freely. The principal characteristic o f the camp 
is, however, its spirit o f unforced and genuine fun.

A charming old Colonial house contains the 
dining room, and its upper floor will accommodate 
a few visitors. Campers will also be lodged in 
floored tents and in quarters built into a vast 
timbered barn. Modern plumbing makes for 
every comfort, but campers will need to bring 
personal bedding, including blankets and linen. 
The railroad station is Craryville, New York, on 
the Harlem Division o f the New York Central, 
two and a half hours running time from Grand 
Central Station. There are frequent trains and 
the camp station wagon meets guests by arrange­
ment. Best automobile routes will be described 
to those who come by car.

The camp will be open for week-ends through 
the summer, but the special two-week program 
begins with supper Saturday, July 3, and will run 
through lunch on Sunday, July 17. The rate is 
318.00 per week, or 335.00 for two weeks, all 
inclusive; children at half price. Week-end rates 
may be had upon application. Reservations may 
be accompanied by 35.00 per person, and should 
be made with Robert Drew-Bear, Treasurer, Box 
1409, Hartford, Conn. Bulletins o f camp news 
will be sent out at intervals to those who are 
interested. During the camp session, communica­
tions should be addressed to The Camp Manager, 
Pumpkin Hollow Camp, Craryville, New York.

� �&������ ) 
Northeastern Camp

Are not the mountains, waves, and skies a part 
Of me and o f my soul, as I o f them?—  ! ���� �
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*��+��	���B�����
�������*��+�  (Cleveland) announces a program 

of weekly lectures for April and May which should 
attract the attention o f many. Some o f the 
fascinating lecture titles include: “ Science in the 
Light of Heredity”  (Illustrated), “ Occult Heal­
ing,”  “ Color — Interpretation and Psychology,”  
“ Designing and Art —  As Related to Theosophi- 
cal Principles,”  “ Music —  The Universal Lan­
guage”  (With Musical Illustrations), and a book 
review of ����  ��-��� � �� ����  �-�������  As a 
special attraction, the members and friends of 
the lodge were invited to attend a musical pro­
gram on Sunday afternoon, April 25, under the 
auspices of the German Class and arranged by 
Mdme. Emi de Bidoli.

������� *��+�  (Hollywood) writes: “ The lodge 
social on Friday evening, March 26, proved to be 
highly successful from every standpoint. The 
program was excellent, the attendance was good, 
and the financial return to the treasury was very 
satisfactory. It was gratifying to note that quite 
a number o f visitors were present who made an 
initial acquaintance with our members and the 
lodge rooms under the happiest circumstances. 
The success o f the evening would seem to indicate 
that we should provide more frequent opportun­
ities for entertainment and social intercourse.”

%����+��*��+�  reports: “ The lodge has planned 
an interesting program for May. Mr. J. C. 
Myers will give a stereopticon lecture on ‘The 
Symbolism o f the Ancient Mysteries,’ in honor 
o f Miss Edith F. Armour, who is leaving for 
Larkspur, Colorado, to take up the duties of 
President o f the American Federation o f Human 
Rights (Co-Masonry). At another lodge meeting 
Mr. Myers will speak on the subject o f ‘The 
Wesak Festival.’ Throughout the season his 
class in ���� (������ 1�������  has been very in­
structive, and has been well attended. Mrs. 
Hopkins recently gave a very able and instructive 
explanation o f the essential points dealt with in 
the two books,  ��� ��� ���� 3���� "���  ar.d 
(����-�����+� 3���� "����F

 ��-���*��+�  (Philadelphia) presented Captain 
Sidney Ransom in two public lectures and a talk 
to members in April. The lodge continues with 
its various discussion groups in addition to the 
regular closed meetings and Sunday evening 
public lectures.

*����� *��+�  (Philadelphia) issues an attractive 
program of public activities for April. Captain 
Sidney Ransom gave two public lectures on 
April 8 and 9, and led the discussion for the 
Theosophical Forum on April 11. The topics of

discussion at the Sunday afternoon Theosophical 
Forum meetings were: “ Yoga,”  “ Theosophy, the 
Science o f Life,”  “ Trends o f Science and Religion,”  
and “ Psychic Phenomena.”  On Wednesday 
evening, April 28, the Theosophical Order o f 
Service was represented by Miss Mable K. 
Zimmers, National Head o f the Animal Welfare 
Department, who spoke on “ Animal Welfare.”

'��� )���� *��+�G  The entertainment com­
mittee announces a “ Gypsy Party”  in April. An 
evening o f laughter and song around the camp­
fire is anticipated. Some o f the members are 
rehearsing a one-act play, “ Joint Owners in 
Spain,”  which will be presented the last o f April 
for the benefit o f the Peace and the Animal 
Welfare Departments o f the Theosophical Order 
o f Service.

#���/��� �����  (Columbus): In announcing
the two lectures given by Fritz Kunz on March 
30 and 31, the lodge writes: “ The subject o f the 
first lecture will be ‘Telepathy: A Fact, and Its 
Philosophy.’ Mr Kunz will give new information 
on the reactions o f the mind which have been 
mentioned so frequently in the newspapers o f late. 
The second lecture will be entitled ‘The Secret 
Geometry o f Life,’ and will show how from a few 
basic solids all the forms o f life are made. The 
models with which the lecture is illustrated will 
render it equally clear and enjoyable to the geom­
etrician and the one who knows no mathematics.”

(�+����� *��+�  writes: “ We are making prog­
ress financially. The proceeds from rummage 
sales, cake sales, and suppers, are gradually 
clearing up our indebtedness. But we are not 
neglecting the intellectual or spiritual side. At 
the closed meetings the study class is conducted 
by a different member each week, thus giving 
all an opportunity for practice in leadership. 
The lodge has an H. P. B. Training Class, and 
there has been a public talk given by a member 
every Sunday throughout the season, except 
when an outside speaker was presented. On 
March 21 Mr. W. S. Wylie o f Detroit gave a 
lecture on ‘Reincarnation,’ which was well re­
ceived. We are expecting a return visit from 
him in May, when he will give a series o f four 
lectures. Dr. H. J. Stafseth, o f Michigan State 
College, Lansing, gave a lecture for us on April 
18, his subject being ‘Life in the Invisible.’ Nine 
members from Saginaw attended the March 
Federation meeting in Lansing, and the lodge is 
looking forward with great pleasure to enter­
taining the Federation in June. We are planning 
to make next year a banner year for Theosophy 
in Saginaw.”
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Above the Clouds
Copy for this month’s issue is being written 

high above the clouds as the plane flies on. Pass­
ing up through them there is rain and storm, but 
the power o f finely tuned motors takes us above, 
where all is clear. Flying south the earth is more 
green and the trees in fuller leaf each time we 
come back to earth.

Month by month the Easy Savings Plan is re­
ported in these pages— the purpose, the achieve­
ment, the need, what members say o f their own 
experience with the Plan. But we have not yet 
brought our real power to bear, because many 
have not yet given the Plan a trial.

Unitedly we have the power to lift our Society 
above the clouds o f present difficulties, beyond 
our limitations o f finance and organization, so 
that it too may progress to sunnier seasons and 
reach with its great message those ever-productive 
fields that wait for the seed o f our planting —  the 
philosophy o f life that we possess and must share 
with a world to which no other than the Ancient 
Wisdom can bring happiness and the solution of 
its ills.

Won’t you add your power, however slight 
you feel it to be? It takes the full power o f all 
in perfect attunement to reach the heights.

The Olcott Lecture
Our members are reminded that June 20, is the 

closing date for the receipt o f manuscripts for the 
Olcott Lectureship. We hope to have a large 
number of entries in this annual contest for the 
honor o f presenting the Olcott Lecture at Con­
vention.

Those who plan to enter their lectures should 
submit them as early as possible, in order to give 
the judges time for careful study. The award 
will go to the entry which, in the opinion o f the 
judges, “ throws most new light upon an under­
standing o f Theosophy.”

Please note the following conditions: Manu­
scripts must be typewritten and must be sub­
mitted in duplicate. The lecture should take 
approximately forty-five minutes for delivery. 
No identifying marks should appear on the 
manuscripts, but they should be accompanied 
by a letter giving the name and address o f the 
sender. These letters will be filed for reference, 
and after the judges have made their decision, 
will be used for identifying the writers o f the 
lectures submitted.

The winner will attend the Convention as the 
guest o f the Section.

The Olcott Players
A new activity recently launched at Head­

quarters is that o f the Olcott Players, composed 
o f members of the staff and several other members 
living nearby.

The purpose o f the group in inaugurating this 
activity is threefold: to equip a “ little theater,”  
to study the technique o f play production, and to 
produce plays. Behind this is the larger purpose 
o f giving expression to the ideals o f beauty o f 
thought, emotion, and action through the medium 
o f artistic work.

As an introduction o f this new project to the 
public, the Olcott Players presented Charles Rann 
Kennedy’s well-known peace play, “ The Terrible 
Meek,”  as a contribution to the Easter Sunday 
Olcott Day program. The enthusiastic response 
o f the audience was a source o f encouragement 
to the group. Plans are under way for presenting 
a number o f carefully selected plays during the 
next few months, and Summer School-Convention 
visitors will have an opportunity to see the work 
which is being done by the group.

Our director is Miss Winifred Boye, Head­
quarters bookkeeper, who has had experience in 
the production o f plays at Hull House, Chicago, 
and at Berea College, Kentucky. We are for­
tunate indeed in having such a capable director.

It is felt that this new activity is in line with 
the ideals o f beauty and art that we as Theoso- 
phists should strive to express in our everyday 
lives. Besides actual participation in the plays 
themselves, there will be opportunities for using, 
in various ways, whatever talent is available 
among the staff members; for example, in direct­
ing, painting, music, lighting effects, sound 
effects, the artistic arrangement o f scenery, and 
other incidental work in connection with the 
producing o f plays.

As a method o f conveying to the public the 
underlying truths o f Theosophy, there is none 
more effective and impressive than the drama, 
when handled with artistry and restraint.

To Lodge Presidents
D e a r  L o d g e  P r e s i d e n t :

Please request your Right Citizenship chair­
man to forward to me, before June 1, his or her 
report for the year, addressed to 5996 Woodbine 
Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Fraternally, 
A l i c e  F. K i e r n a n ,  

Director Right Citizenship 
Department T.O.S.
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Dr. John Sonck, formerly General Secretary 

o f The Theosophical Society in Finland, stopped 
in Chicago long enough to pay a visit to Head­
quarters on March 21, and to deliver a lecture to 
the Finnish Circle o f Knowledge.

Dr. Sonck will reside temporarily in New York 
City. His numerous friends wish him all success 
in his philanthropic enterprises for the cause o f 
Theosophy.

��������	������
We gladly accommodate members by forward­

ing any mail, but we cannot be responsible for 
second-class material or foreign mail unless 
additional postage is provided.

Your thoughtful consideration will be ap­
preciated.

������ �������!	�
The statistical column in our last issue re­

corded the payment o f $100 to the American Red 
Cross for the Ohio Flood Relief fund, this being 
approximately the amount o f Easy Savings Plan 
collections that members designated tor that 
purpose.

���	��	�� ����������  
Among the items o f business considered at the 

Convention o f 1936 was the adoption o f the 
recommendation o f the National President for 
the appointment o f standing committees each 
headed by a member o f the Board o f Directors 
and each having as its special function the reach­
ing into the membership through the committee 
members in their own localities to bring about a 
wide exchange o f ideas, to formulate recommen­
dations and plans by which the work throughout 
the Section may be enhanced in value and new 
methods devised.

Plans have progressed slowly. The Board 
members (committee heads) have considered in 
detail the purposes o f their respective committees 
and will shortly select their committee members. 
It is hoped that during Convention the com­
mittees may commence their activities, after 
which detailed outlines o f their programs will be 
published. Members may shortly expect to be 
approached by one or other o f our Board o f 
Directors to function on these committees, as 
follows:

Class Organization and Study Courses
—  Mr. E. Norman Pearson 

Publicity —  Dr. George W. DeHoff 
Youth and Culture —  Mr. James S. Perkins 
Theosophy in Action —  Mr. Robert R. Logan 
Membership —  Miss Marie Poutz 
Lodge Functioning and Relationships

—  Miss Etha Snodgrass

���������"����#�	���
Headquarters will shortly need the service o f 

a stenographer and o f a janitor and handy-man. 
This will mean permanent employment for suit­
able people —  single persons or a married couple. 
Preference will be given to those who would con­
sider residence at Olcott an opportunity o f ser­
vice.

Please write promptly, giving references and 
stating full particulars —  experience, age, re­
sponsibilities.

����$�!����%���	���"���� =
Please do not overlook the fact that Head­

quarters has a steamship agency and will benefit 
by the commissions if you purchase your tickets 
through us.

Wherever you may be going, on the Pacific or 
Atlantic oceans, be sure to let us be your agents.

������������ ��&���	�  �	���
Since Captain Ransom sails for England on 

May 4, his mail should not be addressed to Head­
quarters but should be sent to England.

c /o  The Theosophical Society,
50 Gloucester Place,
London, W .l, England.

We shall be grateful for your helpfulness in this 
regard.

������&�'��	������	
Mr. Otis Vaniman o f Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 

recently succeeded in having printed in ���  
1�����&���  o f that city a half-page article entitled 
“ Science Finds a New Race Type.”  The article, 
illustrated with drawings o f the various race 
types, presents a vivid story o f the root races 
and sub-races. It briefly tells the story o f ancient 
Atlantis and Lemuria, and describes the physical 
and psychological characteristics o f the new race 
type.

Although not referring to Theosophy, articles 
such as this are interesting to the readers and are 
an excellent means o f spreading Theosophical 
truths even though “ unlabeled.”

������&�'��	������	
Mr. Thomas W. Pond o f Baltimore, Chairman 

o f the Publicity Council for the Maryland Anti- 
Vivisection Society, is indeed active in the work 
o f that organization. On April 4 he spoke, by 
invitation, before the Jared Sparks Guild o f the 
Unitarian Church in Baltimore; and on April 16 
he took part in a public debate on the subject 
“ Is Animal Experimentation Justifiable for the 
Cause o f Human Well Being?”  This debate was 
arranged entirely through the fine spirit and un­
tiring energy o f Mr. Pond.
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In this beautifully written book, the author 
speaks o f the gifts o f those children who live in a 
world which their elders have forgotten and the 
reality o f which they often ignore. She stresses 
the need for recovering the simplicity o f the child, 
the means o f regaining it, and its preservation in 
spite o f the encroachment and distractions o f the 
material world.

This book is first a plea for the understanding 
o f children, whose aptitudes should be developed 
through proper education; then it offers to older 
persons many worth while thoughts concerning 
the value o f beauty, honesty, vision, and a better 
adjustment to all the great realities. She points 
out the need o f tranquillity, o f  the recognition 
o f the unity o f all life, the dangers o f pride and 
separateness, and the reality o f the unseen. She 
is very loyal to the Church, but not blind to many 
faults in its interpretation. To her the religious

life is one fully lived in faith and action.
This book shows a breadth o f understanding 

which is helpful. The value o f discrimination is 
emphasized. It is a charming and sincere book.

—  F. M. P.
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Always a book from the pen o f Paul Brunton is 
delightful and satisfying reading, and 	 �  ��-��  
��� ����  �-�������  written in journal form, does 
not depart from his usual charm.

The descriptions o f the particular spot in 
India’s great mountains to which he retired for 
meditation is so vivid and real that the reader can 
think himself there with very little effort. All 
through the book, running like a thread o f 
spirituality are his thoughts and deep meditations 
on many aspects o f life. The author’s spiritual 
attitude is so calm, so sane, that his message 
comes with added strength and hope to the 
reader. —  A. F. B.
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Most people read casually with the idea that at some future time they will make a thorough 

study of the subjects in which they are especially interested. However, systematic study 
is thus continually postponed. Why not select and order now books for your reading during 
the summer? We suggest the books listed below. Other suggestions will be found in our
catalog, pages 34-39.

#&	
Art and the Emotions, by C. Jinarajadasa # .35
Art as W ill and Idea, by C. Jinarajadasa Cloth 1.00
Karma-less-ness, Essays on  Art, by C. Jinarajadasa Cloth 1.25

Club Offer: The three books for #2.25, postpaid

� #�	��#4%�� #�!45
Healing Methods O ld and New, by Elizabeth A. Gardner # .75
A n Occult V iew  o f Health and Disease, by Geoffrey Hodson .50
Ways to Perfect Health, by Irving S. Cooper  ̂ Cloth 1.00

Club Offer: The three books for #1.75, postpaid.

� %!	#	!�4
T h e Consecrated Life, by Clara M . Codd Cloth # .75
T he Laws o f the Higher Life, by Annie Besant .25
Meditation, Its Practice and Results, by Clara M. Codd Cloth .75

Club Offer: The three books for #1.25, postpaid

& �!5!�4
T he Christian Creed, by C. W. Leadbeater Cloth #3.00
Dramatic History o f  the Christian Faith, by J. J. Van der Leeuw Cloth 2.00
Esoteric Christianity, by Annie Besant Cloth 2.25

Club Offer: The three books for #6.00, postpaid
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W heaton, Illinois
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