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From H. P. B/s Message to 
American Theosophists, 1 891

NEVER has it been more necessary for the members of the 
T. S. to lay to heart the old parable of the bundle of 
sticks than it is at the present time/ divided, they w ill 

inevitably be broken, one by one,- united, there is no force on 
earth able to destroy our Brotherhood. N ow  I have marked 
with pain a tendency among you, as among the Theosophists in 
Europe and India, to quarrel over trifles, and to allow your 
very devotion to the cause of Theosophy to lead you into dis­
union. Believe me, that apart from such natural tendency, owing 
to the inherent imperfections of human nature, advantage is 
often taken by our ever-watchful enemies of your noble quali­
ties to betray and to mislead you.

After all, every wish and thought that I can utter are summed 
up in this one sentence (the never-dormant wish of my heart): 
"Be Theosophists, work for Theosophy!" Theosophy first and 
Theosophy last; for its practical realization alone can save the 
western world from that selfish and unbrotherly feeling that now 
divides race from race, one nation from the other,- and from 
that hatred of class and social considerations that are the curse 
and disgrace of so-called Christian peoples. Theosophy alone 
can save it from sinking entirely into that mere luxurious ma­
terialism in which it w ill decay and putrefy as civilizations 
have done.

In your hands, brothers, is placed in trust the welfare of the 
coming century,- and great as is the trust, so great is also the 
responsibility. My own span of life may not be long, and if 
any of you have learned aught from my teachings, or have 
gained by my help a glimpse of the True Light, I ask you, in 
return, to strengthen the Cause by the triumph of which that 
True Light, made still brighter and more glorious through your 
individual and collective efforts, w ill lighten the world.

� � � ���� ���	������ ���	�� ���� ��� �������� 	���
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White Lotus Day
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poor, as supplemental (italics mine) to the 
other functions.”

This extract bears no official signature, and 
would not therefore carry the force of an instruc­
tion or “ Executive Order.”

The last important change, which brings the 
celebrations into line with present practice, oc­
curred in 1905, when the following announcement 
was made:

"The White Lotus Day of Remembranc”
“ As usual, this joyful day will be celebrated 

at Headquarters and elsewhere throughout 
the Society. As death is no tragedy to us 
who have looked under its mask, we may 
well rejoice together in recalling together 
the sweet incidents in the lives of old friends 
who worked with us (italics mine) and whom 
we will rejoin in the near future. H. S. O.”
(The Theosophist, Supplement, page xxvii, 
May, 1905.)

In the June issue of the same year (Supplement, 
page xxxv), we are informed that:

“ Colonel Olcott, the President-Founder, 
occupied the chair, and in opening the pro­
ceedings observed that, according to his 
notification already made, the day was to be 
treated not only as a day of H. P. B.’s anni­
versary, but also as a ‘Day of Remem­
brance,’ as reminiscent of the services and 
examples of all their deceased members.”

And so we see that, whereas H. P. B. gave us 
the idea of this annual gathering, there is no 
“ orthodoxy”  in the proceedings deriving from her 
other than that passages should be read from the 
Bhagavad Gita and The Light of Asia; it is Colonel 
Olcott who has bequeathed to us the progressive 
details of this celebration as it is practiced in our 
midst today.

I. A. � � � � � � � 	 �
(Reprinted from T h e o s o p h ic a l  N ew s a n d  N o t e s  o f the 

British Isles, April, 1935.)

� � 	 � � ��� 	 � � � � � � 	 � �� � � �
{Continued from page 97)

experience of happiness or misery which gives 
him a larger vision teaches him how to create. 
But not only must he create, he must create not as 
for himself but as for all. It is when all that he 
thinks, feels and does is as a mediator for all others 
who think and feel and act, that the individual 
releases the highest possibilities of his nature. Even 
if during this period much suffering comes to him, 
it is as the suffering of the Christ on the Cross. 
There awaits him the next stage, that of the Christ 
revealed as a Savior. The individual then becomes 
the channel of a power, beauty and life for which 
the world always hungers.

The message of Theosophy to the world is to be 
a world, that is to say, not a mere globe of many 
continents, but a real unity of consciousness and 
activity. The many nations today think of them­
selves as unrelated parts of some scheme which is 
called “ Mankind.”  Each nation struggles for hap­
piness for itself. At the moment, all peoples live 
under the shadow of the fear of aggression by 
others, as also under the fear of the decadence and 
loss of wealth due to the competition of other 
nations. But in all the nations there are thousands 
of men and women who are desirous of sacrificing 
themselves for noble aims. All this goodwill of 
theirs is largely wasted because of the inability of 
the world to realize itself as a whole.

The message of Theosophy is that happiness and 
prosperity for all peoples are possible if they will 
first of all realize the world as a unity. This means 
that each nation must realize that no single nation 
can achieve its fullest prosperity at the cost of any 
other nation. The solidarity of peoples is an essen­
tial principle of the evolution of the world as a 
whole. Theosophy gives this vision of a unity, and 
from that encourages all to work toward such a

scheme as is represented by the League of Nations. 
The League is the attempt to create a world organi­
zation, to organize all the nations to work together 
for a common prosperity and happiness. While the 
League is feeble in its action from the political side, 
it has already given brilliant results in the organi­
zation of the world for the relief of women, children, 
factory and other workers, and for the stamping out 
of epidemics. In the League of Nations we have an 
indication of the mode in which mankind can be 
made a unity as an organization.

The message of Theosophy to the world as a 
whole is that the highest happiness comes to man 
only when matter reflects Spirit. This means that 
there must be a clear realization that the growth 
of nations is not a chaotic process, but is guided 
by natural laws of unfoldment, just as a rosebud 
is guided by Nature’s forces to open and reveal 
its beauty. Under whatever name men call the 
Spirit, whether God or Divine Law or Evolution, 
the main fact is that there are spiritual intelli­
gences awaiting to cooperate with men and with 
nations, if only they will realize the world as a unity.

For both the individual and for the world as a 
whole, there is all the wisdom, power and happiness 
which they need, but these things will be released 
for their benefit only when they understand. The 
first lesson in this understanding is to realize that 
we all make a chain, and that the weakness of one 
link is the weakness of the whole chain. At all times 
the message of Theosophy is that the individual, 
as also the community, come to the highest realiz­
ation of their hidden Divinity by the sacrifice of 
their personal or separative aims for the welfare 
of one indivisible whole.

Report of the Blavatsky Public Lecture delivered during the 
59th Annual International Convention of the Theosophical 
Society at Adyar, December, 1934.
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Editorials
O u r “ E x ile s”

The following appears in “ On the Watch-Tower”  
{The Theosophist for May) in response to a sug­
gestion that a friend makes to Dr. Arundale to 
make it possible for all “exiles”  to return to mem­
bership in The Theosophical Society:

“ No one should ever exile himself from member­
ship, however much the Society may seem tem­
porarily to be colored by some specific sectarianism. 
In a Society composed of 30,000 ardent seekers 
after Truth, there must needs be sectarianism, 
dogmatism, the flaunting of authority, iconoclasm 
and all the other ‘isms’ which either need empha­
sizing or are just the signs of a seeker of Truth 
having found a toy he has never seen before. I do 
not want to denude the Society of these 'isms’ but 
rather to welcome them, doing my best to keep 
them in their due place, and ever presenting the 
Society to the world as a movement which includes 
and does not exclude. The ‘exiles’ —  they have 
mostly exiled themselves —  should have realized 
that the Society cannot, does not and never will, 
become subordinate to any of the waves of move­
ments which from time to time surge through our 
membership.

“ Suppose such a wave to appear in the near fu­
ture, or suppose another President sent forth such 
a wave —  as did our late President. Suppose that 
wave to be supremely uncongenial to me person­
ally and to my sense of the real purpose of the 
Society. Am I going to leave the Society because I 
am out of sympathy with such a wave, or with the 
policy of the majority? Am I going to leave the 
Society because I  believe it is being wrongly 
guided, and I feel myself to be in a helpless, and 
perhaps hopeless, minority? To do this is, in my 
judgment, not only weak, but a deplorable lack of 
appreciation and of confidence in the basic prin­
ciples of the Society. For my own part, I believe 
in the Society above all persons, above all move­
ments, above all colorings with which it may be 
temporarily associated. And I am not going to 
allow any persons or interpretations, however

much they may be momentarily engulfing the So­
ciety, to drive me out, or to cause me to lose confi­
dence in the eternal purposes on which the Society 
is based. M y allegiance is to the Society and to its 
Three Objects. Persons may come and movements 
may go, but the Society and its Three Objects will 
go on forever, and I  hope I with them. Therefore, 
there should never have been any ‘exiles,’ and I 
trust that during my Presidentship there will be no 
more.”

B ro th e rh o o d  o r Is o la t io n ?
A  new organization, the “ Committee for America 

Self-Contained,”  has started to flood the mails with 
propaganda against America’s international rela­
tionships. The basic policy advocated is that 
America shall cease to buy abroad, shall become 
self-contained, independent of all the rest of the 
world.

America is naturally an exporting nation. Its 
facilities in the fields of agriculture and industry 
far exceed the requirements of its own people. 
Its exports far exceed its imports. The proposal 
therefore suggests that we reduce our own pro­
duction, ceasing to serve the world outside our 
borders, though it provides us with a market for 
our products greater than we furnish for others. 
One alternative to a better balance internationally 
is that we should buy as much as we sell, thus 
avoiding the constant increase of debts owing to us.

But we are for the moment more concerned with 
the principle involved in isolation. Where does it 
stop? Culture follows trade, because trade opens 
up international relationships, free intercourse be­
tween peoples. Shall we deny to America the 
beauties of the musical compositions of Germany, 
the literature of England, the greatness of thought 
which every nation can contribute, the social pro-

(Concluded on Pag* 101)
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TO M Y  great regret it will be impossible for�
Rukmini and myself to visit America this�
year. Urgent world-wide theosophical duties,�

as well as political preoccupations in India, render�
it essential that we should remain in India during�
the whole of this year.

In any case, we have been your happy guests�
so often during the past few years that we feel�
you have earned a rest from us, though so far as�
we are concerned, it is always both a rest and a�
recreation for us to be at Wheaton surrounded by�
such generous friends.

Needless to say, we are watching your great�
country with keen interest and hope. You are�
confronted with grave problems in all departments�
of your life. But in President Roosevelt you have a�
citizen who is one-pointed in his devotion to�
America, who has vision, and who has a magnetic�
personality which, I believe, compels the admira­
tion of the majority of his fellow citizens. Uneasy�
lies the head that wears the crown of thorns of a�
President, as even I know. But I am sure your�
President has an easy conscience, for he has a pure�
heart and a selfless devotion to the duties to which�
he has been called.

And in addition to this asset, you have the asset�
of a Section which I am told is growing both in�
numbers and in dedication to Theosophy. The�
many letters I receive from American correspond­
ents are evidence that the new lease of life our�
Society is experiencing in this Diamond Jubilee�
Year is being felt in the United States of America.�
I most earnestly trust that every member of your�
Section is seeking to take the fullest advantage of

that release of power from the Elder Brethren of�
which this Diamond Jubilee Year is the channel.�
At the close of this year there should be an appre­
ciable increase in membership and, what is more�
important, in the interest of Theosophy on the�
part of the American public generally. If every�
member does his duty this increase might even�
become remarkable.

At Adyar we are, of course, feeling the full force�
of this release of power and we are doing our best�
to send it on its way wisely and purely. W e have�
many new workers. We have created new depart­
ments. W e have established new channels of com­
munication both with the membership generally�
and with the outer world. And above all we are�
feeling the vitalizing nature of the inner urge which�
comes from Those Who gave the Society to the�
world. I can assure you that we are all working�
at the highest pressure, but happily, enthusiastic­
ally, and with no sense of strain.

May I, in conclusion, ask you to send to the�
Diamond Jubilee Convention at Adyar as many�
members of your Section as you possibly can, and�
specially a few members of your Headquarters staff,�
including your National President himself. We �
hoped for him in 1934. We must have him in 1935,�
and as many other brethren as are able to make the�
pilgrimage. Diamond Jubilees do not recur, and�
we shall have to wait until 1950 for another such�
occasion, but of lesser magnitude, and not until�
1975 will occur a really major festival in the shape�
of the Centenary itself —  a glorious occasion.

While you can, seize the opportunity near at�
hand.

EDITORIALS
�������������� � �����,-- =

gress that one may acquire through the experience�
of another?

It is true that the world of thought cannot be�
closed by international barriers, but how can we�
expect to promote international understanding,

true brotherhood, through any policy of self-�
contained isolation? Any barrier between the re­
lationship of peoples is a bar to understanding, to�
friendliness and international accord. Boycotting�
is opposed^to brotherhood.

Nothing . . . can affect one nation or one man�
without affecting all other nations and all other�
men. —  $��%�������	�&'
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Research Seminars A New Service
B y � H � ��Q� I O � Q

0Editor’s Note: Mr. Fritz Kunz, Director of the 
Research Seminars of the New York Theosophical 
Society, has been developing the Research Seminar 
idea and Visual Education for some time, and with 
the encouragement of the Publicity Office at Adyar, 
now makes the material available for all theosophical 
lodges everywhere. We take the following from his 
long descriptive letter.)

T h e S e rv ic e — W h a t I t  I s
The film service� ��������� ��� ������� ��� ����#��#  

������ ���+�-� ���� ��+�� ���)�����++�(��� ���+� ��� ��  
"��#� ��� ������������� +������ ����"��� .��,� 0>@�++/  
.�#�2-� ("�� "��#� ( � "�� ���� ������ ��"# /� ���� ����� ��  
���+�� ��.� ���# � ���� �������� ��� #�����(�#� (���.� ��  
������-� .���� ����/

The lanterns available� ���� �.�/� ���� 0R4J2� ���=
B����� �� ��$�)����� ����"��� ��� �������� ����� ���+� ���  
.���-� ������� ��� �����/� ����� ���� �� @J).���� �����-  
���)���"��#-� ��#� ��� �"���(��� ���� �"#������� "�� ��  
3JJ/� ���� �����-� ��������R?'-� ���� �� 4JJ).���� �����-  
��#� ���B����� �� 3>>P)����� ����"��� ��� ��5� � ����-  
#�.�� ��� �� ���)����� ����"��� �����5�����C� �"���(��� ���  
�"#�������"�� ��� @JJ����+���/� 0%��"���� �"���� ���  
���� (������ �������-� ��� ���� ���$���� ��� ������#� ��� ��  
��� ����#�� /� K�"� ���� ����� � ����$������� �����/2

��#-� ������ -� ������ ��� the accompanying textual 
material,� �� ����"��)( )����"��� #����������� ��#  
(�(�������� /� ���� ��� � ����� .���� ����� ���+/

H��� � #������� ��"�� (������  �"� 0������#2� �������-  
���� ���+�� 0�$��� >@J� ����"���2� ��#� ��5�"��� +��������  
L ����� .����� ���$���� ���� ������  ���-� ���"��� ���� ���  
��� �.��� � .��,�� ��� ������������ ���"�� ��"# C  
���"��� ���� �� .����� ������-� ���  �"� �+��� � (��,�  
(��.���� ���.���� ��� ���+�/� ���� ���#���� �"������#  
��� �(�����(��� ����"��� ���� ������������� �����-  
%������-� ��������/� �.��� � ������� ��� �����������.=
����-� 3'� ������ �� ��+�-� .���� ���� � ���� �����G

���� �"������� �������� ��#� ���� ���� ���+�� R;@/

� � ���#-� ��� �#���� ����� � �� � ������ ���#�� �������  
��� ���+� "��-� ���� (�� ��#� ���� R>'/@J/� ������� ��$�  
��+�� ��#� ������"����� ��� ���� ��������  �"� �.�/  
�#�����-� .���� ���� ���� ���+�� R;J/

Films Now Ready— Number of Pictures on Each— 
Cost, Prepaid — Brief Description

3/� The Superphysical Worlds:� � ��� ���� ���������  
,��#�� ���$��"��� �$�#����� ��� ���� �5�������� ��� �"���=
�� ������ .���#�-� ����"#���� ���� ������ �����������  
��,��� .���� �� 8"���M� ����� ��� �� ����� ���"��"���-  
�5�+����� ��� �������� -� �������� ���"����/� �������  
�����������#��(B����$�������,�������� ���(��+-� .���  
�+���� �$�#����/� >>� ����"����L �R>/>J/

4/� Natural Order:� � � ��+��������$�� ��"# � ��  
��#��� ���+������-�$�����(��� ��#� ���+��� ����-� ��� ���

����/� ��.� ��#� �����/� ������� ��� ��#��� � ��������  
��� +��F�� ������� #�+��������� ���"��/� ������#�� #�  
!����F�� +��� �8"���#� ��#� +��� ����"���-� ��#� +"��  
����� ��� (��"� /� SJ� ����"����L �RS/JJ/

>/� Psychology Today:� %���� ���� �������#� ��  
�� ������� ���� ��#� ��� ��"# � ��� ���� "��������"�/  
���������� ���+� ���� "��������"�/� ���� (���������  
��� ���� �������� �� ������ /� 6 �+(��"�"�� #��.=
����-7 ���#�������������������/� 3&�����"����L �R3/&J/

?/� Cosmos, Solar System and Zodiac:� � � ������� ��  
����� � (��"���"�� ������������ ��� .���#� ���+�����  
��#� ������ +��������-� ��������� .���� M�#����� ���+  
�� ��D� 	���#��-� ��#��-� 	����� ��#� ���(��/� �  
"��8"�� ����"��� ��� ���� ��������������� ��� 	������  
�+�������+��"+������+�����������+������������� /  
4@� ����"����L �R4/@J/

@/�Evolution, Inner and Outer:� � ��� ������� ��  
������ � ��� � ��� ��#� ����� ���� � ����/� ����� ���.�  
+���� �������$�� ��#� ����"����"�� ��� ���+�� ���.� ��+=
���5/� H������� ��#� ���"���� ������/� � ��� ��� ���  
���.�)�����"��� ��� ����� .���#-� ���� ����� ���������$��  
��$���/� ������ ����� ��+��� ���� �#���� ��#� �� ��.  
��#��/� >J� ����"����L �R>/JJ/

S/� Human Evolution:� � � ��8"������� ��"# C� S  
+���-� ?� #�����+�-� >?� ����"���� ��� � ���/� ��  
����+���� � 0� ���)���"���� 2� ���������#� .���� �  
��+"����� � ��-� ��#� ������ ��������� �$�#����� ��  
������� � ���+����T-� .���� ��+�� ������ ��� ���������=
����/� ??� ����"����L �R?/?J/

;/� The New American Race:� H���� � ��/� ���#  
�����-� ��� ��#�����#� ( � 1���/� ���� ���"��� ��� ���  
���"������ ��#� ���� ������ ��� �"+��� ���"��/� ���  
�"���/� ���� ������ ���/� H�����-� �� ��.� #�+������/  
4@� ����"����L �R4/@J/

'/� Man, a Microcosm:� ���� ���+��� � ��� ���� �"=
+��� (�# /� ���� ������������ ��.� #�����"��� ��  
�$��"�����L ���������-� ���#-� $����/� � �. � ��#� ��=
������� ��������/� 4&� ����"����L �R4/&J/

&/� India,� ����� ����"��� �����#� �� ��/� ��������=
��������� ������ ��.��� ���� �5����������� ��#����-� ��#  
�������������#8"�������������� ��#��/� �������������  
����#��������.���� ���� +����� ������$��.����� ���#"=
��+� ��#� 1"##���+/� ��+(���� ��#� ������ �����#�  
���"�#� ���� ��#��� .���� �����#� � � ��/� ?J� ����"���  
L �R>/JJ/

3J/� The Leaders of the Theosophical Society.� H��  
H�"�#���F� * � /� ��������������������� /��/�#�$����=
+���/� � /� �/� 1��$���, -� ���+� �"������ ���� .������  
��� The Secret Doctrine� 0���� �����#� ����������-  
����"#���� ���� (  � ���+������-� .��� ������#� ���  
���������� ����"�� �������2-����������������� /��"((�  
���-� �������-� ���/� ��5� ������������ ��� � /� �/  
������-� #"����� 	�$��� %��-� ��� ������ ��� � /� �/� 1 /-

(Concluded on Page 105)
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Youth Invades Adyar
Written for The American Theosophist by Felix Layton

� T THE International Convention of the Theo- 
sophical Society it was voted by a large in­
formal gathering of Theosophists that it was 

most important in 1935 to try to interest youth in 
Theosophy. The Young Theosophists of Adyar 
were much impressed by the responsibility which 
this placed on them, and with the profits which 
they made from the store which they operated 
during Convention, they determined to show 
Theosophy to the students of the Madras colleges. 
They chose Adyar Day as the most fitting day to 
introduce these young people to Adyar, and by 
personal canvassing of nearly all the student 
hostels in the city, involving a great deal of pains­
taking work on the part of the Adyar Young 
Theosophists, they were able to interest over 500 
students to come to beautiful Adyar.

As early as 7 :45 a. m. the army of youth began 
its invasion of the Society’s compound, and at 
eight o’clock the guides appointed by the Y. T.s 
began to escort parties of students through the 
compound, pointing out to them the places of in­
terest and emphasizing such practical applications 
of Theosophy as the free medical dispensary run 
for the benefit of the employees of the Society 
(which is quite unique in this country and most 
helpful to the workers), the child welfare center, 
where about ninety-five babies are bathed and 
taken care of every day by a competent nurse, 
and the spot where an annual animal sacrifice used 
to be performed by the villagers on the compound 
until C. W. L. found out and destroyed the evil 
elemental which used to possess the people, and 
arranged a purer ceremony for them. The guests 
were also shown the Library, the Theosophical 
Publishing House, the Vasanta Press, and the 
temples of the various religions to be found on the 
compound.

After this tour, they returned to the Head­
quarters Hall and were officially welcomed to the 
Society by the Young Theosophists, by Rukmini 
and by Dr. Arundale. Prayers of all religions were 
recited by student representatives of all the faiths, 
and then the group went out of the compound to 
visit the Besant Memorial School before lunch.

This lunch was a remarkable affair. The 500 
visitors represented almost every religion and 
country of importance in the world, and yet the 
theosophical cooks were able to provide a meal 
which seemed to please all. One felt that Theoso­
phy made practical was being demonstrated here 
as one passed among the rows of diners seated 
cross-legged and barefooted on the ground, each 
with his fresh green palm leaf plate in front of 
him. Mohammedan fezzes, Parsee hats and Sikh

turbans were dotted among the Madras students, 
and quite a number of westerners were sitting 
among them, to make the gathering even more 
unique, for westerners here do not often deign to 
sit on the ground as Indians do.

After the meal the happy crowd moved on to 
the Banyan tree, where mats were spread and 
where various students demonstrated their musical 
talents to us on their native instruments. Dr. 
Arundale then gave an address on the subject 
“ Young India,”  in which he urged on his listeners 
the importance of young Indians finding out what 
they wanted and what India could give to the 
world, and then studying and working for that 
end. After tea the party went down to the beach, 
where the students from the nearby Y. M. C. A. 
College organized group games, and then went in 
swimming, after which the group broke up.

The purpose of the camp was to introduce as 
many young people to Theosophy as possible and 
to make them feel welcome to Adyar. Undoubtedly 
the introduction was a happy one for most of the 
students, and ten of them joined the Society as a 
result of the day’s fun. The Vasanta Youth Lodge 
made a profit, some of which will go to the Adyar 
Fund and the rest to follow-up work among those 
interested in Theosophy.

The uniqueness of the gathering made its success 
all the more outstanding. It is grand to have happy 
young people visit Adyar. All are pleased about 
the event. It would be a great thing if the Ameri­
can Young Theosophists could do the same with 
the Chicago students.

Dr. Arund ale’ s Address of Welcome
I offer you all a very hearty welcome to Adyar, 

the International Headquarters of The Theosoph­
ical Society, and especially on this day — the 17th 
of February —  which commemorates the passing 
of the President-Founder of The Theosophical 
Society, Colonel II. S. Olcott, the birthday of one 
of the greatest members of our Society, Bishop 
C. W. Leadbeater. Our Society stands for good­
will as between all members of the human family, 
be their differences what they may — racial, na­
tional, religious, caste, social. Our Society stands 
for mutual appreciation and respect, so that the 
many divergencies which separate us may be used 
to strengthen our fundamental solidarity, rather 
than to weaken it into hatred and war. Our 
Society stands for a free search for Truth, encour­
aging each seeker to go his own individual way and 
to discover his own individual Truth.

Our Society has no dogmas, no doctrines, no 
orthodoxies, no teaching, acceptance of which is 

(Concluded on Page 105)
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W h ere D o W e S ta n d
It is always in order to ask questions of ourselves.�

It is good practice to check ourselves up and to�
stand aside to see what are our own attitudes — �
whether they are in harmony with the greater�
trends and fundamental purposes of our work.

So I propose that we ask ourselves: Where do�
we stand as a National Society, that with forty�
or more others make our International Society?�
Where do we stand as a lodge, that with 150�
others make the American Section? Where do we�
stand as individuals, who with 4,000 others lend�
our interest and our effort to the work in America�
and with 30,000 others make up the membership�
of the Theosophical Society throughout the world?

First, as The Theosophical Society in America�
—  where do we stand? To what are our efforts at�
this time particularly directed? Is that direction�
and its purpose wholeheartedly in time with the�
basic purpose of The Theosophical Society? We�
need not now examine that basic purpose. The�
Three Objects presents it in familiar form. Dr.�
Arundale’s statements “ M y Work as President,” �
“ A  Seven Year Plan,”  and his presidential address�
at the Adyar Convention of 1934 are all in accord�
with that basic purpose and provide much guid­
ance and practical wisdom for its realization.

By the support given the President at his elec­
tion, the Society in America has placed itself on�
record as having confidence in him and as standing�
for his policies ennunciated and promulgated at�
Adyar. We have a forward-looking President�
there. Our Section has found itself in sympathy�
with his constructive efforts to re-enliven the�
Society, to add strength and vigor to its work, to�
reiterate straight Theosophy as the all-consuming�
interest and principal activity of members every­
where.

The American Section has no axes to grind, no�
tangents or special lines of interest that it desires�
to follow. While it has its own peculiar problems�
and its specific national work to do, these must be�
carried on in harmony with and in a way to make�
contribution to the greater international program.�
Fortunately perhaps, our special activities and�
efforts to meet unique problems of our own have�
been given endorsement at Adyar, and plans�
initiated for the good of our National Society�
have been found to be in consonance with the�
larger program.

What are our specific objectives in America?�
W e recognized the urgent need for a program that�
would serve two essential purposes —  first and all-�
important, the gradual disintegration of our organ­
ization, the falling membership, the failing lodges,�
the discouragement of members, which had beset

our work over a considerable period and which�
had been emphasized and hastened by the coming�
of the depression, called for the marshaling of our�
strength. National solidarity was needed. Faith�
and confidence had to be reborn —  the realization�
of the inmost strength of the Society to carry�
through had to be established in the minds and�
hearts of all.

Work in the failing lodges and with the dis­
couraged members, and a unified program were�
introduced in the Greater America Plan. There�
had to be promulgated everywhere the idea that�
The Theosophical Society is, in place of the widely�
prevailing feeling that The Theosophical Society�
was. W e had to bring to ourselves again the�
realization that having regard to the origins of�
our Society, we were not impotent, we were not�
useless, we were not outworn; that we were and�
still are a Society behind which stand the Elder�
Brethren; that we had but to work with courage�
and certainty and the Society would not fail. So�
there was initiated in the Section a broad program�
of work so devised that within it every lodge�
could make its own contribution to the unity of�
spirit and solidarity of purpose of the whole.

Here was opportunity to work as one, to think�
unitedly along a common line, to feel that effort�
expended was not for the lodge alone, but for the�
whole Society, and that such feeling, thought and�
action were in sympathetic rhythm with the�
thought, feeling and effort of all others. There is�
power in a wholeheartedly unified movement, and�
that power was needed to lift the Society to a�
realization of its essential power to carry on.�
Efforts separated and lacking integration could�
not do this for the whole American Society, valu­
able as some of them might be in their own limited�
sphere. We needed a program of nation-wide, not�
merely local, interest, through which benefit could�
come to each lodge that adopted it, and the�
Society as a whole would grow in solidarity through�
a common effort. In A Message From an Elder�
Brother They said to us, “ Within this next half�
century you can make Brotherhood a living reality�
in the world.”  No individual lodge could do that,�
no individual member. The “ Message”  is an ex­
hortation to unity of action, and the Society only�
by united strength and solidarity could fulfill its�
destined work.

Then there was the invocation of the courage of�
our hearts to displace the dejection of inactivity�
that in so many cases had overcome us. That�
same “ Message”  stressed the importance of work.�
The Plan gave every lodge, every member, oppor­
tunity to serve in the one “great work.”  In that�
courage and certainty and hopefulness and joy-
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ousness, the work of the Elder Brethren can the 
more easily be accomplished.

They said: “ Fear not the obstacles, despair not 
in face of temporary defeat. Have confidence in 
yourselves . . .”  To banish fear for the Society, 
to create confidence in its power to carry through, 
that They might find joyous, hopeful and cour­
ageous groups through whom Their uplifting in­
fluence might reach a dejected and depressed 
world, has been an essential part of the program.

The depression of the economic world was 
reaching into the hearts and minds as well as the 
pocketbooks of our members. We have to know 
in fact that discouragement has no place in the 
theosophical life, for Theosophists know those 
truths of which the world at large is ignorant, 
that give certainty and courage and constancy 
amid disheartening outer circumstances. The work 
had to go on and the spirit of the Society required 
a unified plan of action for its continued life.

There was and still is another important point. 
In a world of crashing values one unassailable 
value remains forever. That one never depreciat­
ing asset is goodwill, or morale, expressed through

an organization of human beings with spiritual 
qualities and aspirations. An organization, volun­
tarily binding upon its members by their own 
goodwill toward each other, an organization bound 
to stand together by the morale, the zeal, the spirit 
of its integral units, is more precious than jewels, 
more powerful than wealth, more abiding than 
charity, more steadfast than faith. It endures and 
carries on when all the values of the world disap­
pear.

Such a spirit is growing in the unity of action, 
feeling and thought engendered by the Plan. In 
it the Society is sure to carry on. Physical achieve­
ments too, sufficient to convince all who desire to 
see, are part of its production, but its real and 
greater, but immeasurable value, lies in the in­
tangibles of its creation which form the essential 
foundation of permanent outer growth. We are 
growing from the heart outward.
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and to his death. Twelve photographs of C. W. 
Leadbeater, from about eighteen years to eighty- 
three. Twelve photographs of Annie Besant, same 
periods. 50 pictures — $4.00.
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essential to membership. Every member is ex­
horted to seek, to find and to declare his own 
Truth, but to recognize that to each seeker Truth 
is unveiled in the garb most appropriate to his 
understanding. Thus, while each seeker rejoices 
in the Truth he knows, he rejoices no less with 
others as they are happy in the Truths they know, 
be these ever so different from his own.

Our Society stands for comradeship amidst 
differences, for sincere mutual appreciation amidst 
antagonisms, and for conflict, when conflict must 
needs come, in the spirit of the battlefield of 
Kurukshetra.

You are young and have your lives before you 
— lives which you will lead in the setting of a world 
itself young with new values, new ideals, new rela­

tionships. It will be a world to which some of us 
belong. It will be a world in which The Theosoph­
ical Society will be even more active and more 
potent than it has so far been during its sixty 
years of life.

For your own individual happiness, for the 
happiness of the world in which you will be living, 
may each one of you be inspired with the theo­
sophical spirit, whether or not you become mem­
bers of The Theosophical Society.

Welcome to Adyar in this Diamond Jubliee 
year. There is a peace here which I hope you will 
contact and enjoy, so that you may return home 
strengthened for the many duties — some of them 
surely arduous and tiresome — which encompass 
us all as we live our daily lives.
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As a symbol of the growth of systematized knowl­
edge in this field, we may well cite the publication 
last fall of Nandor Fodor’s Encyclopedia of Psychic 
Science. Here is a volume containing half a million 
words, on 900 different topics, which have been 
very largely ignored in general encyclopedias, and 
yet many of which are of utmost moment in re­
lation to the spiritual destiny of the race. The 
scientific study of these facts reaches a new level 
when such a body of data as this can be organized.

Yet this book indicates also a basic limitation 
in the approach which many psychical researches 
have made to spiritual problems. In his intro­
duction Dr. Fodor says:

“ Of occultism, theosophy and mysticism 
I steered dear. The issues of psychical re­
search and spiritualism are purely empirical

and merge into orthodox sdence. The in­
quirer needs no initiation, no preparation, 
no mystic disposition, no special faculties. 
The claims withstand the same deliberate, 
dispassionate and exact inquiry which built 
up our knowledge of the visible world.”

This encyclopedist of psychical research thus 
repudiates the inner, subjective, spiritual adjust­
ment which must constitute the essence of the 
religious approach to spiritual reality. This stand 
does not vitiate or render valueless Fodor’s contri­
bution. But it sets a limit which cannot be ac­
cepted by those who believe that spiritual problems 
can be solved only by the use of spiritual methods 
and resources.

(Concluded in the June issue)

The Revolt Against Materialism

TH E following is quoted at length because it 
so dearly sets forth the spirit of the current 
scientific awakening, which seems now to be 

actually taking place after many an illusionary 
start. (Prof. Bragg, in Science, March 16, 1934.) 

* * * *
To summarize, let me try to explain by an 

analogy the position in which we find ourselves 
as students of the mechanism of Nature. You 
know those large glass-paned floors which often 
form the pavement of an upper room or of the 
street, which are such that any one in a lower room 
can look upwards and see the footsteps of people 
passing above. Let us suppose a psychist was 
placed in such a lower room, and that his sole 
means of observing what was going on above was 
by observation of the feet of the passers-by, and 
of anything else in contact with this glass floor. 
He could learn a great deal and would be able to 
formulate laws. He would observe that footsteps 
did not suddenly disappear into space —  the in­
destructibility of matter. He would observe that 
the footsteps always passed around objects and 
not through them —  the impenetrability of matter. 
Starting in one direction they on the average 
pursue the same direction, though fluctuations 
from the average are evident. Sometimes a foot 
slips; such a phenomenon is generally followed by 
violent movements of the feet and their disappear­
ance altogether, followed by the appearance in 
their place of an object of roundish outline —  a 
kind of radio-active transformation. The laws 
governing a crowd of footsteps all moving in one 
direction would be more exact than those applying 
to a single individual. Yet he could never predict 
exactly what they would do.

W e may make our analogy a closer one by sup­
posing that we can only tell where the footsteps 
are, not by looking at them, but by reaching up 
and tweaking their toes. A  light tweak has little 
effect on their movements, but leaves us uncertain 
of their exact position. A  heavy pinch tells us 
exactly where they are, but causes them to swerve 
from their course in an erratic way which we can 
not predict. To see where they have got to, we 
must pinch again, and this introduces a new ele­
ment of uncertainty into the future, though it 
tells us what has happened in the past. The psy­
chist might be tempted to say that an element of 
blind chance enters into the behavior of all he ob­
serves, upsetting his precise calculations. We 
know that he would be wrong. The objects above 
exist in a third dimension of which he is unaware.

Is not this precisely our position as regards the 
physical world? The same element of uncertainty 
enters into all our physical calculations, and does 
so not because our instruments are imperfect, but 
because of the very nature of physical laws. We 
must think of the physical world around us as 
the footprints of something which exists in other 
dimensions as well, which has other qualities 
which are not physical and which no physical 
apparatus, however delicate, can measure.

It seems to me that this is the contribution which 
recent developments of the physical sciences make 
to human knowledge. Nothing can exceed our 
instinctive horror of the finite, our revulsion at 
the idea of being entrapped in a mechanical web. 
Science now suggests the way of escape from a 
dilemma, for which its own logical pursuit has 
been largely responsible.

(Reprinted from T h eo so p h y , January, 1985.)
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The Greater America Plan
DR. PIETER K . ROEST, FIELD DIRECTOR
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Congratulations!
The American Section of the Theosophical So­

ciety is to be congratulated on one of the finest 
fruits of cooperation which have developed from 
the seeds sown by our G. A. P. We refer to the 
Advisory Group for practical child-study under 
the leadership of Mrs. Muriel Lauder Lewis of 
Ojai, California. The members of that Group — 
mostly young mothers — received a pleasant sur­
prise last month in the form of a splendidly edited 
and neat looking Bulletin, which is most eloquent 
testimony to her initiative and ability. In eight 
neatly mimeographed pages this Bulletin com­
presses an amazing wealth of highly valuable in­
formation and suggestions. From Mrs. Lewis’ in­
troductory notes we quote:

“ It has not been our intention, as some fear, to 
duplicate work done by progressive educators or 
the parent-teachers associations, nor to compile 
pamphlets similar to those issued by the Govern­
ment. But it seems that Theosophists have some­
thing to offer along the lines of child study which 
modern educators do not recognize, such as differ, 
ences of children due to different states of evolution- 
or understanding children better through the 
knowledge of astrology, or a study of the character­
istics of the New Race as set forth in our litera­
ture. Why can we not coordinate Theosophy with 
modern education?”

And immediately the Bulletin goes on to prove 
the practicability of this suggestion, by a selection 
of lucid quotations from theosophical and non- 
theosophical sources on the difficult subject of 
������	���2  The mother’s part, the problem of 
spanking, natural penalties and deprivations, etc., 
are dealt with. Mothers are asked to write in how 
����  solve their discipline problems, and the method 
used by one of the Group’s members is stated and 
discussed. In a Book Review (“ Outlines of Child 
Study” ) forty-seven subjects of the most practical 
importance to anyone dealing with children are 
listed and the members desiring references or out­
lines on any of them are invited to write for them 
(stamp enclosed) to the Director. We find a sug­
gestive list of books by modern educators; a refer­
ence to a first class parent’s magazine; guided 
reading for children; a booklet for expectant 
mothers; and a list of references from a wide

variety of theosophical books and pamphlets deal­
ing with children, mothers or teachers.

Among the “ Practical Suggestions For Our First 
Year’s Work”  we find: (1) To organize a course of 
study for mothers; (2) To compile reading lists 
for mothers and children; and (3) To form co­
operative mothers’ groups where needed; each 
sensibly presented with practical hints. Sugges­
tions concerning P. T. A. work and a library serv­
ice; a bit of “ evidence” of a new race; and illumi­
nating quotations from educational worthies are 
sprinkled among the rest; so all in all the little 
Bulletin is a splendid instrument of real service. 
We accord it our heartiest welcome and wish Mrs. 
Lewis and her Group ever increasing success! As 
it may be of help to many of our readers who are 
not members of this Group, we are glad to print 
here the following notice.
A tten tion , Parents!

The Children’s Advisory Group has secured a 
guided reading list for children, prepared by Mrs. 
Fritz Kunz of the New York Theosophical So­
ciety. This book list has been made with the 
idea that it would help parents to guide their 
children’s reading toward an idealistic view of the 
universe. This reading list is available to mothers 
or teachers at the cost of mimeographing and 
mailing. Five cents in postage should be sent to 
Mrs. Muriel Lauder Lewis, Route No. 1, Ojai, 
California.
Ci tizenship

Our Oak Park Lodge Committee on Better 
Citizenship reports a year of valuable effort. “ We 
have had a course of six lectures, once a month, 
based on the subject ‘The Intelligent Voter’ and 
using for text Dodd’s !���������� ��� @		�����  . . 
For the remainder of the present year two talks 
are scheduled by our lecturer, Mrs. I. G. Spiesman 
of the League of Women Voters, on the subject 
of ‘Political Parties and their Influence’ . A card 
catalogue of. our members, although not complete, 
is in process of completion. Each card has name, 
address, telephone and organizations to which the 
individual belongs, in addition to remarks about 
wanting to join a group . . .”  The Chairman of the 
Group, Mrs. Margery R. Parks, who makes the

(i����	�������� �����,,-�
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The Inner Life
By  Cl a r a  M . Co d d

T h e m e  f o r  t h e  m o n t h :
Healing and rest.
T h o u g h t s  fo r  th e  m o n t h :
“ But unto you that fear M y Name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise 
with healing in his wings.”
(Malachi IV, 2.)

“ God in the depths of us re­
ceives God Who comes to us. It 
is God answering to God; God 
in Whom dwells all healing and 
peace.”  (Jan Ruysbroek).

There is a great deal of interest today in what is 
called “ spiritual healing.”  Sometimes I feel that 
some of the methods sought after are not really 
spiritual, but more psychic and mental. A friend 
of mine once made very exact statistics of the per­
centage of cures in all the new forms of healing 
as well as the old, and made the interesting dis­
covery that the percentage was practically the same 
in all. The most modern is the cure by expert 
dieticians. A big sheep farmer in Australia once 
said to me: “ I believe that diet is at the root of 
most of our physical ills, for my sheep have taught 
me that. When I get a good season, with plenty of 
rain and the right fodder for them, they are per­
fectly healthy. When a drought comes and I have 
to feed them on artificial food, they at once begin 
to develop all kinds of disease.”

Yet diet is not all the story. Doctors have proved 
that in the case of man, whose mentality and soul 
are so much more highly developed than is the case 
in the animal kingdom, the effect of mental and 
emotional states are almost as potent to produce 
disease as wrong habits of living. This is where 
spiritual healing can come to our aid. But it de­
mands faith, that is to say a certain intuitive under­
standing and simple giving of the whole nature to 
enable such subtle forces to operate. “ 0  Woman,”  
said the Christ to the grief-stricken mother of an 
insane daughter, “ great is thy faith, be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt.”  And her daughter was made 
whole from that very hour. Faith does not mean 
blind acceptance, superstition. It presupposes a 
certain simplicity and beauty of character, a giving

up of self and a resting in the Divine flow of love 
and power. As the Master said to Krishnaji: “ You 
must trust your Master; you must trust yourself 
. . .  Because if you do not even He cannot help you. 
Unless there is perfect trust, there cannot be the 
perfect flow of love and power.”

I once heard the late Dr. Annie Besant preach a 
wonderful sermon on just this very theme. She 
began with telling us that all around us, in the air 
we breathed, in everything we touched, lay the 
Divine Life and Love. In Him Who is Love we 
lived and breathed and had our being all the time. 
So what we must do is to open our hearts to Him, 
to render ourselves responsive to the Divine Radi­
ance around us. Let Him Who is Love and Healing 
flow over us and permeate every atom of our being; 
let us stand in His radiance with simple love and 
trust. Just as a flower opens its heart to the sun’s 
rays and receives thankfully the soft and falling 
rain, so let us open our hearts to the Eternal, and 
pray Him that His harmony shall drive out our 
dis-harmony and His love our unloving self.

That is another thought that comes here. If we 
would really be healed, then we must act as a fresh 
and flowing channel for the Divine Love we have 
invoked, and let it shine on others too. Otherwise 
no more will come, for it cannot stagnate in a shut 
pool. Let go! Let go! So many of our ills are 
really a kind of congestion, not only physically but 
morally too. We are so tied up and afraid and 
desperate. And so we provoke a corresponding 
response from life around us. Let us trust life 
knowing that life always means us well. “ Though 
he slay me, yet will I trust in Him.”  And without 
fear, because it is our birth-right, let us draw nigh 
unto the mercy-seat of God. Faith is its touch­
stone, love its pass-word, and its guerdon is peace. 
“ My Presence shall go with thee and I will give 
thee rest.”  (Exodus X X X III, 14.) Rest and poise 
and peace and understanding belong to the God- 
intoxicated men, for they have lost self in the bliss 
of the united Spirit of Life which is God. And there 
in thought we can place others too, knowing that 
they cannot wander outside that heavenly Love 
and Care.

Clara M . Codd

My M ocking Bird

Full throated herald of gladness 
Just out my window at dawn; 

Promise our tryst will continue 
Throughout the aeons of morn.

Promise you’ll seek me and find me — 
Your pass-word I'll then understand — 

When you are a Vagrom Angel 
And I am a Superman.

— Virginia Allen Patch
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The Theosophical Order o f Service
B y  ROBERT R . LOG AN , CHIEF BROTHER

The I .C .L . (International Correspondence 
League), a Division of the World Peace Depart­
ment, is now in full swing again under the leader­
ship of Mrs. Rhoda Martin of Ojai. As Mrs. Martin 
was not appointed Head of the American Section 
of the I.C .L . until late in 1934, she has had but 
little time to get it reorganized, yet she gives a most 
encouraging report for the last quarter of the year.

She had at the end of December 1,138 corres­
pondents on her list, of whom 431 were in this 
country and 707 in other countries, 363 of these 
being in India. Of these correspondence links in 
the chain of brotherhood between countries, 215 
were made under the new regime and very many 
of the links are between young people, some of 
whom have started a philatelist club and are ex­
changing postage stamps.

The I.C .L ., although a Division of World Peace, 
which of course it helps to promote, is really a whole 
department in itself and bids fair to tax the time 
and energy of its leader to the utmost. That, how­
ever, will be the measure of its success and I trust 
that every reader of this page who likes to write 
and receive letters, and who feels the value of 
international contacts in breaking down the bar­
riers of racial and traditional prejudice, will enroll 
with Mrs. Rhoda Martin, Ojai, California.

Our Arts and Crafts Department under the 
leadership of its National Head has been active 
in Birmingham and in an original way. In a recent 
production there of Shakespeare’s Tempest, the 
Department was represented by unusual ballets 
which symbolized the storm and the elements of 
Nature in the play, and also by the incidental harp 
music of Mrs. Orline Moore, who is harpist in the 
Birmingham Civic Symphony Orchestra.

Miss Rebecca Joan Webb, who directed the 
ballets, is head of the Birmingham School of the 
Modern Dance and she has been working to weave 
occult interpretations into the dance and to use 
dance forms as expressions of religion, beauty and 
life. She is planning to give an evening of dance 
interpretations under the auspices of the T.O.S. at 
the home of the president of Birmingham Lodge, 
Mrs. George Bridges, herself an artist, as one of a 
series of art presentations linking Theosophy and 
beauty.

The harp music used in the Tempest was inci­
dental to the character of Ariel, and was also part 
of the mystical visions of Ferdinand, providing an 
atmosphere of the fairy kingdom.

As a sample of successful T.O.S. work in a lodge 
I quote from a letter received in February from 
Mrs. Nedra T . Ruder, former Head Brother for

Minneapolis but now removed to another city. 
Its evident'enthusiasm should stimulate and en­
courage other Head Brothers, not, of course, to 
copy slavishly but to work out their own relation­
ship to their lodge and to the community at large.

“ The T.O.S. is responsible for the last Sunday 
evening of each month. This year we have just 
made our expenses at each meeting. W e have a 
T.O.S. mailing list whose members are not being 
sent any other T.S. mail unless at their request. 
This is to insure their freedom from a barrage of 
propaganda other than the announcements made 
in the T.O.S. meetings.

“ In October Mr. Cyrus Barnum, Head of the 
University of Minnesota International Relations 
Project and Cosmopolitan Club, lectured on ’Roads 
and Walls,’ and a young Mohammedan brought 
Indian musical recordings for our music for this 
meeting.

“ In November Dr. Schmidt of the University of 
Minnesota spoke on ‘The New Deal in the U .S.A .’ 
as compared to new deals in five European countries.

“ In December a truly occult and modest astrolo­
ger prognosticated for the new year.

“ In January we had a Fireside Tea Hour from 
6 to 7 (both grates blazing, and coffee, sandwiches 
and cake free); from 7 to 8, international recordings 
borrowed from the St. Paul public library, and a 
fine paper on ‘The Occult Symbology of the Opera 
Parsifal.’ Then from 8 to 9 we opened our new 
Panatrope for the Ford radio hour; and it was a 
delightful three hours all told. An entirely different 
atmosphere is produced by the fireplaces, lowered 
wall lights, chairs turned more informally, and the 
social time beginning and closing the evening’s 
main feature. We shall follow this plan in the future.

“ In February a local authority, a well read and 
traveled young man, head of a large book store, 
will speak on ‘Book Maketh the Man.’

“ In March an oriental evening —  three Chinese 
students will bring stereopticans, curios and music. 
W e shall have only informal questions, with real 
Chinese tea, almond cakes and pickled Chinese 
fruits from local importers.

“ In April an importer of ivory will speak on the 
‘White Paper,’ the latest on India’s fight for 
freedom.

“ There is really no avenue of our T.O.S. work 
overlooked, but all are not organized or ‘headed’ 
as it were. Our T.S. Women's Club has joined the 
Women’s League for Peace and Freedom and the 
Minnesota Federation of Clubs, and the Humane 
Education (Animal Welfare) group has a repre­
sentative from us.”
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series. A  nominal charge is made to cover the cost 
of mimeographing —  ten cents for each lecture. 
Copies will be furnished to members or groups 
who wish to take advantage of this opportunity 
to obtain a course in “ Comparative Religion.”

Houston Lodge has a very active membership. 
It has just finished a three-day bazaar, running 
from 9 a. m. to 10 p. m. daily. Two booths were 
allotted free of charge at the Spring Jubilee held 
in the City Auditorium. A  nice sum of money 
was turned over to the lodge building fund from 
the sale of cake, sandwiches and fancy-work. 
Several hundred T . S. leaflets and fifty copies of 
Mr. Rogers’ excellent paper ������	�9�����  were 
distributed. Four classes are held weekly. The 
lodge has distributed 5,000 leaflets during the past 
year, mailing to bereaved families suitable litera­
ture on “life after death.”

Kansas City Lodge had the pleasure of a visit 
from Dr. Roest for a series of five lectures, March 
27 to 31 inclusive. At the close of the last lecture 
a beginners’ class was formed, with C. W . Lead- 
beater’s �� ��;	6��&������������'  to be used as the 
study book. Mrs. Georgia Maddox Mahone has 
started a class in Art Appreciation, which is held 
in conjunction with the Saturday afternoon teas. 
The lodge is now looking forward to two lectures by 
Mr. Kunz. Kansas City Lodge has published two 
very attractive twenty-page booklets for publicity 
purposes, one entitled “ Lest We Grieve Because 
of. Death,”  and the other, “ To Be Remembered and 
Pondered.”

Los Angeles Lodge: A  monthly program for 
members’ meetings is mimeographed and dis­
tributed to the members, in addition to the splen­
did lodge bulletin issued each month. At the mem­
bers’ meeting on April 10 the Young Theosophists 
debated on the question “ Is Theosophy Becoming 
Dogmatic?”  The Current Events program on 
April 24 dealt with the subject “ Science and 
Theosophy,”  the members having been previously 
asked to bring clippings or articles dealing with 
scientific discoveries or new scientific theories 
which comfirm theosophical teachings.

Milwaukee Lodge: Dr. Kewal Motwani of 
India gave two public lectures on Sunday, April 7 
—  “ The New Renaissance of India”  and “ Hindu 
Psychology.”  The lodge was happy to welcome 
Dr. Kuhn for a return engagement of two lectures 
on April 14 and 15. On Easter Sunday the Rev. 
Arthur Redman spoke on “Symbolism of the 
Cross.”

Minneapolis Lodge sends the following report: 
“ On Sunday evening, March 24, Mr. Jean Kabots, 
who spent some time last fall at Headquarters, 
gave a very interesting public lecture on “ Olcott,”  
in which he described the building and grounds, 
the work carried on, the staff connected with 
Headquarters and their loyalty, devotion and un­
selfish activity for Theosophy. He expressed par­
ticularly his great admiration for our National 
President and the splendid work which he is 
doing for the Society. There were a number of 
strangers present at the lecture, and they as well 
as our members expressed their keen interest in

hearing the intimate details about Olcott, the 
heart of the American Section.”

Oak Park Lodge sponsored a series of four 
lectures by Dr. Roest at the Carleton Hotel from 
April 14 to 17 inclusive. At a public meeting on 
April 3 Dr. Kewal Motwani spoke on "The  
Religions of India.”
' Oklahoma City Lodge: A delightful issue of 
the lodge bulletin was prepared for April. The 
officers and various members of the lodge were 
given an opportunity to express themselves through 
the medium of the bulletin. Their articles, to­
gether with announcements by the editor, made 
up an unusually interesting number.

Orlando Lodge held a dedication service on 
March 17 in its new lodge room. A  beautiful and 
impressive meeting was arranged, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Ralph Kyle of Gainesville, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy K . Downing of Leadbeater Lodge, 
Jacksonville, were guests of honor. The members 
of Orlando Lodge gave their sincere thanks to 
these guests, and also to Mr. Rawdon Sharpe, of 
Leadbeater Lodge, Jacksonville, for their fine and 
loyal service in assisting the Orlando members to 
organize as a lodge.

Panama Lodge: During the last week of 
March Sr. Jose B. Acuna of the Central American 
Section gave two public lectures in Panama City 
and one in Colon. Two members in Colon are 
working for the formation of a lodge in that city.

Pythagoras Lodge (Cincinnati) started the 
month of March with a members’ party at the 
home of two of its new members, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ivan Myers. The party served splendidly in two 
capacities —  providing an enjoyable time for all, 
and raising the money for the monthly payment 
on the lodge G. A. P. pledge. Mrs. Myers very 
graciously gave a lovely musical program. The 
members feel fortunate in having a musician in 
their group. On March 15 an excellent public 
talk by Mr. Myers on “ Education”  created much 
interest. Another new member, Mrs. John E. 
Weis, gave the public talk on March 22. Pytha­
goras Lodge has profited greatly from the visits of 
Mr. Fred Werth and is looking forward to his 
three-day stay in May.

Sacramento Lodge: March 28 marked the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the lodge, and it was 
fitting that during the first three weeks of March 
the lodge should have an unusually stimulating 
series of public lectures and members’ talks by 
Miss Julia K . Sommer. This was followed by a 
brief but most helpful visit from Miss Henkel, 
during which she addressed the members on 
March 28 and delivered a public lecture on the 
29th. As a result of these activities the members 
feel that a new interest in Theosophy has been 
awakened in Sacramento.

Spanish Lodge (New York City): For the 
past few months the lodge has been publishing a 
unique ten-page mimeographed bulletin, with an 
attractively printed cover. The bulletin is printed 
in Spanish, and should prove a splendid help in 
the work which the lodge is doing.
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Theosophical News and Notes

D iam ond Jubilee Travel
Preliminary consultations with steamship com­

panies indicate that the round trip from New York 
to Madras (Adyar) will cost about $750. This in­
cludes very comfortable tourist travel across the 
Atlantic, second-class passage from Europe to India 
and second-class train fare across that country. It 
provides for sailing from New York to a South 
European port and there embarking for India. To 
land in England and travel through Europe over­
land-would increase the expense somewhat. It is 
possible that a sufficient party may be gathered to 
justify some concession in rates.

Will those who are interested and who are plan­
ning to go please write to Headquarters promptly, 
that the number in the party may be judged and 
negotiations proceed for all of the advantages of 
party rates? Without stopping off on the way, 
it is possible to make the trip from New York to 
Adyar in about twenty-five days.

S u m m er Sessions
Summer School will extend from August 10 to 

16, and Convention from August 17 to 21 inclu­
sive. There will be no Olcott Institute Session 
this summer.

It is important that members register early for 
the Summer Sessions this year. We have already 
received a larger number of registrations thus early 
in the season than during a similar period in previ­
ous years, and a considerably increased attendance 
is expected. Please bear this in mind and place 
registrations just as early as your arrangements 
can be completed.

It is anticipated that the rates will remain the 
same as those established for the Summer School 
and Convention of 1934.

Your Shoulder to the W h eel
What “ Hellas” represented to the Greek mind 

of old, “ Adyar” reflects anew in the consciousness 
of the Theosophist today. Wherever the ancient 
Hellene made his abode “ there was Hellas,”  and 
now wherever the Theosophist may happen to be, 
the inspiring forces of Adyar hover near.

Increasingly greater numbers of the membership 
are becoming aware of this subtle influence, as 
evidenced by the true spirit of sacrifice in the 
quietly sustained support of the Adyar Fund. 
Confronted by a most trying economic situation, 
many members responded to the appeal by send­
ing postage stamps or small amounts of money. 
These offerings, contributed mostly by new donors, 
aided in raising the total of the fund over the 
amount of last year and enabled the Treasurer, 
Dr. Ernest Stone, to forward to Dr. Arundale a 
draft for $1,200.

Let us look forward to the time when every 
member, realizing the opportunity which has been 
graciously afforded him to serve his fellows, may 
assume his part in deepening the channels for the 
ever increasing power which flows from Adyar to 
Wheaton, to the lodges, and to all the nation — 
now so in dire need of the words of the Masters.

Thomas W. Pond, 
Chairman, Adyar Fund

Tentative Itinerary for 
M r. C. Jinarajadasa
������ ���������� ��� ��� )�� ��������� ��� ��������� � ��� ����  
��� ��� )��3���� ����7 � ������ ������� )���� ��)������� )�  
���� ���3�2�E�����F���������� ���� �������	2�
,�(.

June 17,

June 18-25,
June 25-July 10,
July 11-14,
July 15-18,
July 19-21,
July 21-24,
July 24-27,
July 29-31,
August 1-4,
August 4-7,
August 8-31,
September 1-4, 
September 5-7, 
September 7,
September 8-11, 
September 11-14, 
September 14-17, 
September 18-22, 
September 22-25, 
September 26-29, 
September 30-October 3, 
October 3-6,
October 7,

Arrive San Francisco — 
Leave same evening. 

Krotona, Ojai.
Los Angeles.
San Diego.
San Francisco.
Portland.
Seattle.
Vancouver.
Denver.
Kansas City.
Tulsa.
Wheaton.
St. Paul-Minneapolis. 
Milwaukee.
Wheaton.
Detroit.
Cincinnati.
Cleveland.
Boston.
New York.
Philadelphia.
Baltimore.
Washington.
Back to New York or 

Philadelphia.
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The First Presidential Address
It is hoped that every member has read the 

President’s first address, given last December at 
the Convention at Adyar. It is unfortunately 
much too long for reproduction in this magazine. 
It appears in full in the February number of The 
Theosophist. Every member should read it, not 
only because it is the first address of the new 
President and so ably sets forth his policies and 
ideals, but because it is very informative as to the 
organization and work and personnel of the So­
ciety, especially at Adyar.

If you haven’t a copy of the February Theo­
sophist, borrow one from a friend or from your 
lodge library, but make sure that you read the 
first Presidential address. Lodge officers would do 
well to see that the magazine is circulated among 
their members. Dr. Arundale would like to have 
direct comment and suggestion.

Just Pennies
The newspapers have recently carried an an­

nouncement of how a church raised §40,000 by 
the contribution of each member of one penny 
each time he sat down to a meal.

What could we accomplish — 4,000 members, 
two to three meals per day, 10,000 daily meals, 
365 days in the year, 3,650,000 meals, one penny 
per meal, §36,500 annually.

If one penny per meal among our members 
would raise §36,500 (and in a church it has been 
done), who shall say that we could not raise §8,000 
from the proposed increase in membership dues?

Blavatsky Book M em orial
Members are again reminded of the resolution 

passed by the Convention of 1931 to encourage 
gifts of theosophical books to libraries, to other 
organizations or to individuals on White Lotus 
Day, May 8, in gratitude to H. P. B. for her gifts 
to the world.

W h ite  L otus D ay Collections
Lodge officers will recall that it is customary to 

send the lodge collections to Headquarters on 
White Lotus Day, May 8. In true gratitude to the 
great leaders whom we honor on that day, let each 
lodge remember the needs of Olcott and the 
American Section in as generous a collection as 
possible.

Young Theosophists at Adyar
On another page appears an account by Mr. Felix 

Layton, American Young Theosophist now resident 
at Adyar, of the Adyar Day activity of the Young 
Theosophists there. What a gathering! The Young 
Theosophists had 500 guests, obtained not by 
advertising or letter-writing, but by getting out 
and doing the necessary work. In a letter Mr. Lay- 
ton says that each member of the Young Theoso- 
ph;st group went to one of the houses where stu­
dents live, and personally canvassed among the 
residents and invited them to be present. He says: 
“ So far as any of us younger ones know, it is an 
event without parallel in the history of Adyar.” 
Another comments: “ It was a magnificent adver­
tisement for Theosophy and for Adyar. The Young 
Theosophists made many excellent contacts with 
the youth of Madras, and the Adyar Youth Lodge 
gained ten members.”

Mr. Layton suggests that if we in America could 
follow the same principle, depending upon our own 
enthusiasm and our work and personal effort, in 
many cities such canvassing could do more than 
advertising.

The Questionnaire
In our March issue appeared a questionnaire 

suggested by Dr. Arundale and to which he would 
be glad to have responses from members.

Los Angeles Lodge made this questionnaire the 
subject of one or two lodge meetings, asking mem­
bers to bring their answers, which were discussed 
and sent collectively to Dr. Arundale. Here is a 
worth while suggestion for other lodges. The ques­
tions are vital, and thoughtful answers cannot but 
be good for the member, and for the Society as a 
whole.

Orcas Island Camp—1935
Fritz and Dora Kunz will attend the sev­

enth annual camp at Orcas Island, off shore in 
Washington State, from July 14 to August 2. 
Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Warrington hope to attend 
this year. Members of the T. S., or friends, 
from' all over the United States are asked to 
attend this delightful annual affair at which 
pleasure and inspiration combine. Cabins 
and tent equipment, and wonderful food, at 
prices as low as §10 per week. Write to H. E. 
Emmons, 407 North Yakima, Tacoma, for all 
details.
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�	���	�� ������� for M a y
Now in its third number ������	�9�����  

for May will have an article on a famous 
modem prophecy which, after several cen­
turies, has been so definitely fulfilled that it 
settles beyond all doubt the fact of clair­
voyance of the future.

Another article on why another world war 
is inevitable —  linked to another famous 
modem prophecy.

First installment of “ Ghosts and Their 
Ways,” under which caption various writers 
will present true ghost stories.

Second installment of articles on the oc­
cultism to be found in the Bible.

No. 3 of a series on astrology from the 
esoteric viewpoint.

Mr. Rogers’ column, “ Personal Opinions,”  
appears in every issue.

Always something new and vital on theo­
sophical subjects by some of the ablest living 
theosophical writers —  scientists, psychol­
ogists, authors and research enthusiasts.

� � � � �� � � � ��� �� ������ ���� � � �� �
Foreign Countries 75c or 3 Shillings a Year
Dollar bills may be sent, but not stamps.

Make Checks Payable to

L. W. ROGERS
 �� ! �� "�#� ���$� %��� �	&������ '������	��

A  G e n e ro u s G ift
One of our older members, Miss Eudora Morey 

of Greenville, Tennessee, has recognized the great 
privilege of making available for circulation a 
valuable collection of theosophical books. In order 
that her own state may have the first advantage, 
she has presented about 135 volumes of theosophical 
titles to our member Mr. David K . Young in 
Clinton, Tennessee, who is happy indeed in the 
opportunity of making available these titles to a 
mailing list of inquirers in his own district.

This splendid contribution made by Miss Morey 
is a fine service to the Theosophical Society as a 
whole, as also to those who may be more immedi­
ately concerned in the vicinity of Tennessee. To 
Mr. Young also comes the privilege of making the 
most use of these books. We congratulate both 
Miss Morey and Mr. Young.

There will come a time when the world will look 
back to modem vivisection in the name of science 
as they now do to burning at the stake in the name 
of religion.—  $���'�?�� ������4"� ,�� 1�  (Emeritus 
Professor of Surgery in Harvard University)

O h io  F e d e ra tio n
The Ohio Federation of Theosophical Lodges 

held its sixth contact meeting of the year in Cleve­
land, April 14. Besant Lodge as host provided a 
splendid series of meetings and other theosophical 
gatherings.

Saturday afternoon Mme. Emi de Bidoli and 
assisting artists gave a lecture-recital on “ The 
Secret Influence of Music Throughout the Ages,”  
according to Cyril Scott’s interpretation —  a vital 
message for musicians and music lovers. Miss 
Virginia Deaderick, who was one of the assisting 
artists, gave two beautiful piano solos. The after­
noon’s program was enthusiastically received. This 
was followed by tea in the lodge rooms. Supper at 
Mills Restaurant, where a long table in the lower 
dining room provided privacy, was especially en­
joyed by both old and new members as an oppor­
tunity for a friendly get-together.

Sunday dawned bright and beaming, with the 
very air charged with happiness. The contact 
meeting was called to order at two o’clock, and a 
very delightful program of music by the Fessler 
School of Music was first enjoyed. In an audience 
of about fifty-five, five lodges were represented by 
members, and several more by letters.

The subject for discussion was “ Does the Knowl­
edge of Theosophy Help or Hinder in Our Attain­
ment of Freedom?”  The president of the Federa­
tion, Mr. James S. Perkins, Jr., opened the dis­
cussion with a talk defining freedom and attempt­
ing to show how that freedom is gained in activity 
illumined by Theosophy. Interesting and spirited 
discussion followed, with much goodfellowship. 
The Federation was fortunate in having Mr. Fred 
Werth present at the meeting, which started his 
second tour of the Ohio lodges this season.

The meeting was adjourned for tea in the Besant 
Lodge rooms, where friends lingeringly parted to 
go their various ways over the State of Ohio.

P u b lic iz e  Y o u r  H e a d q u a rte rs
It is suggested and requested that all publicity 

of all lodges should make reference to Adyar as 
the International Headquarters and to Olcott as 
the National Headquarters of our Society. Will 
all publicity agents, program committees and lodge 
officers please note?

In Austrian Tyrol
Delightful retreat for travelers. Quiet, 

beauty, simplicity. Vegetarian menus. Mod­
erate rates. Ehrwald, Austria. Inquire Mr. 
A. Steinacker, Olomoucka No. 7-9, Brunn, 
Czechoslovakia.
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American Round Table
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The cooperation of members and friends of the 
Round Table in behalf of the new department for 
helpful service among orphaned boys and girls, is 
greatly appreciated at Headquarters of the Order. 
It has made possible an excellent beginning for this 
work. Those whose support comes late are giving 
equally important aid, as this assures continuance 
of the good beginning.

While this service was not for the purpose of 
increasing membership, it is actually adding a 
number of new young members who thus become 
earnest workers, passing on to others the benefits 
received by them from Round Table contact.

During the serious flood situation in Mississippi, 
while rescue work was being carried on by the 
various relief agencies, a party of Round Table boys 
paddled about in a home-made boat, picking up 
marooned or drowning pets. Their rescue list in­
cluded four dogs, two cats, two canaries and one 
guinea pig. All were reported doing well and being 
cared for while waiting to be claimed by owners.

More encouraging Round Table news comes from 
Chicago, this time concerning the new Table at 
St. Alban’s, under the leadership of Mr. Frederick 
Matthiesen. This splendid group opens its charter 
with an enrollment of between twenty and thirty 
members, representing all degrees. Knights through­
out the Section will find further interest in the 
announcement that Nell E. White, former Leading 
Knight for one of Chicago’s finest Tables, has again 
taken up active membership in our rapidly expand­
ing Order.

Plans are progressing for strong representation 
of the Round Table for “ International Good Will 
Day,”  May 18. Mrs. Ben-Alien Samuel, Mrs.

Flavia B. MacKenzie, Mrs. H. A. Smith and 
Mrs. Helen Loenholdt are among the active 
Knights working for the success of the Round 
Table program for the event this year. Mrs. M. L. 
Todd is cooperating for Canadian Round Tables.

Mrs. Elsie N. Smith reports her Table at Miami 
holding enthusiastic meetings, with the outlook for 
knightly service through 1935 very encouraging.

St. Petersburg Table, Florida, sends in a most 
welcome report for this year’s memberships and 
planned activities. Ethel M. Crowley is acting as 
Secretary-Treasurer.

A fine report comes from Mrs. Minnie E. 
Chambers, Treasurer of Unity Table, Portland, 
Oregon. There is listed a goodly roll of all knightly 
degrees for 1935, and accounts of many interesting 
and useful accomplishments.

Earnest Servers Table, Seattle, one of the most 
faithful groups in the Section, has presented the 
1935 report through the Secretary, Louise B. 
Strang, with new applications. A letter describing 
the Table’s work brought cheer and encourage­
ment to all at R.T. Headquarters, and has been 
passed on to new Tables in need of such helpful 
suggestions.

Bokhandeln Studio, Stockholm, continues sup­
port of our Round Table paper, M o d e r n  K n i g h t ­

h o o d ,  by sending subscription renewals. Even 
more appreciated is the cordial note of greeting 
to the members in America from the Round Table 
Order of Sweden.

-----------------□-----------------

To keep the ladder of your climbing in good 
repair is to help others to reach the top. So 
he who is truly at the top o f the ladder is 
busy upon every rung.
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Life! More Life! by C. Jinarajadasa. The Theo- 
sophical Publishing House, Adyar, Madras, India. 
Price, cloth $2.25.
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The Revolt of Ike Masses, by Jose Ortega y 
Gasset, authorized translation from the Spanish. W. 
W. Norton & Company, New York, N. Y. Price, 
cloth $2.75.
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Courage for Today, by Preston Bradley. Bobbs- 
Merrill Co., Indianapolis, Ind. Price, cloth $1.50.
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