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The Greater America Plan
PIETER K. ROEST, FIELD DIRECTOR

It was but natural that the Annual Convention,
at the conclusion of the first year of activity under
the Greater America Plan, would demand an ac-
counting from those entrusted with its administra-
tion. Was this program to which so many at the
1933 Convention had given enthusiastic moral
and financial support, really worth continuing?
This was indeed the paramount question of policy
which the 1934 Convention was called upon to
decide. Grave doubts had arisen in the minds of
responsible members of the Board as to the wisdom
of continuing the work on the same basis as last
year. Did it bring in new members? Could we
afford its expense? Did the lodges really want it?
Such were some of the questions which arose.

The two field workers responsible for the Plan
were ready to meet these questions when the
opportunity to give an account of their steward-
ship was given to them, on the afternoon of
August 21. Miss Henkel presented a vivid picture
of the conditions found in the field, and the ways
in which repeatedly the assistance given by the
representative from Headquarters proved to have
contributed just the needed touch to improve —
and in some cases to save — the situation. No
one is likely to forget her eloquent and often amus-
ing descriptions of experiences with small or dor-
mant lodges, or the helpful visits to isolated
members for whom she hds such a special sym-
pathy. And more eloquent than words, was the
testimony of real practical aid given to all the
lodges of the Section in the form of the Handbook
for Lodges, in which the experience of many years
in many theosophical groups has been presented
in attractive and concise suggestions which should
be of tremendous benefit to lodge officers who
realize their responsibilities. Every lodge received
— or will soon receive — its special copy of that
Handbook in loan from Headquarters, for free use
by every officer or committee chairman. It is so
designed that it can be continually amplified or
changed; as is also indicated by its present incom-
plete contents and by the statement in the Intro-
duction that it is a cooperative enterprise requiring
that lodges shall coniribufe useful data, for dis-
tribution by means of this continuous service.
It is indeed the outstanding material achievement
of the Greater America Plan in its trial year.

Dr. Roest was next called upon to complete
Miss Henkel’s picture of the work already done.
He reminded the Convention of the task to which
he and Miss Henkel were pledged at the beginning
of the year now closing, when he wrote, in the
article which inaugurated his administration of
the Plan: “The lodges are to be revitalized; the
Section drawn into a closer, more effective unity;

the cultural forces slumbering in each lodge must
gently be awakened; the channels of our usefulness
in what we call the ‘outer world’ be opened,
and new ones made; the tone of all our work be
raised, to raise the tone of life wherever we touch
it.” To that aim all energies were directed, and
definite progress had been made. The gaining of
new members, he pointed out, was not among the
immediate objectives of the Plan, and so could not
in fairness be made a criterion for its success in its
first year of trial; although of course in due time
the improvement of the work throughout the
Section would be reflected in increasing numbers
of applications from individuals to whom a pre-
sentation of Theosophy in its intellectual and
artistic aspects made a special appeal as even this
trial year has proven. Most definite, however,
was the revival of interest throughout the Section,
in so many of the lodges where interest had lan-
guished before, as several examples made clear.
This is especially true also for federation work,
which has been constantly encouraged and has
borne rich fruit in several important areas of the
Section.

Of real value also was the plan of sending out
to every member a “Directory Blank,” listing his
background, interests and special capacities or
wishes. These blanks proved not only a source
of many valuable suggestions, but showed how
much unused — or at present, poorly organized —
talent is available among our members. Twelve
groups have already been formed of people who
had indicated that they wished to be put in touch
with others of similar interests to their own, and
in an early issue of this magazine we hope to deal
with these new groups —“Advisory Groups” we
called them —in some detail. One immediate
practical result of our Directory Blanks was that
they made available a list of artists in our Section,
which made it possible for Mr. Perkins to organize
this year the first Art Exhibit ever held at Olcott.
They also led to a more definite cooperation with
the Theosophical Order of Service and the World
University Association; and to experiments, in
several lodges which pledged themselves to this
end, towards the achievement of specific objec-
tives of the Greater America Plan, by which all
lodges will presently profit.

Isolated members were brought in contact with
each other by the formation of three correspond-
ence groups — another result of our Directory
Blanks! In all these ways lodges and members are
brought nearer to each other and to Headquarters,
and the whole Section gains in strength and life
from this closer and more purposeful cooperation.

The youth work has been constantly encouraged
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and has been actively aided in several places, by
talks, correspondence or the actual formation of
new groups. A new course of lectures introducing
Theosophy to the more highly educated and ecriti-
cally minded people has been worked out; and a
good deal of correspondence has been maintained
with lodges and with members throughout the
year, which on several occasions proved to be of
crucial significance, although less noticeable than
the informing or encouraging articles which ap-
peared monthly in this Magazine under the aus-
pices of the Greater America Plan.

Finally, the Olcott Sessions themselves were in
no small degree due to the careful planning which
was made possible by the presence of the field
workers at Headquarters for office work a few
months ago.

All in all, Dr. Roest maintained, the work had
been performed as planned and it had proven to a
high degree successful from the point of view
with which it was started a year ago.

It was now up to the Convention to express the
Section’s pleasure as to its continuance or dis-
continuance. For the future was bright with
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promise, but we had to work solidly, from the
core; building first within ourselves a faith that
could move mountains, on the basis of study,
work and experience — only with such unshakable,
living convietion to go out into the world for con-
quest. No longer will poor or shallow work suffice;
we must be genuine through and through, and
draw others by the beauty and strength of our
lives and by the excellence and thoroughness
of our public propaganda.

The Convention did express its will in no uncer-
tain terms! In the half hour that followed these
presentations, over $3400 was subscribed by the
members present and the lodges represented at the
meeting. The purpose of the Theosophical So-
ciety in America was once again unified and in-
flexible in its forward and upward direction;
Convention set the seal of its approval on the
Greater America Plan at the completion of its
initial year and resolutely resolved that this work
should go onm, entrusting it once more to those
responsible for it during the year just past, and to
their splendid co-workers throughout the nation
— the rank and file of our reviving Section!

The Soul’s Horizon

JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL

God is in all that liberates and lifts;

In all that humbles, sweetens, and consoles.

A mystery of purpose gleaming through the
secular confusions of the world,

‘Whose will we darkly accomplish, doing ours.

Sometimes at waking, in the street sometimes,
or on the hillside, always unforewarned,

Man sees a grace of being finer than himself,
that beckons and is gone.

O Power, more near my life than life itself,

Or what seems life to us in sense immured,

Even as the roots, shut in the darksome earth,
share in the treetop’s joyance, and conceive of
sunshine and wide air and winged things, by
sympathy of nature,

So do I have evidence of Thee so far above, yet
in and of me.

II

Great truths are portions of the soul of man.

Great souls are portions of eternity.

‘Wherever any soul hath lived and died, there
hath been something for true freedom wrought,

Some bulwark levelled on the evil side.

The hope of Truth grows stronger day by day,
and every hour new signs of promise tell.

‘Wider the soul’s horizon hourly grows, and over
it with fuller glory flows the sky-like spirit of God.

A ‘hope begun in doubt and darkness, beneath
a fairer sun cometh to fruitage, if it be of Truth.

And to the law of meekness, faith and love,
by inward sympathy, shall all be won.

For through his soul who earnestly believeth,
life from the universal Heart doth flow,

Whereby some conquest of eternal woe, by
instinet of God’s nature, is achieved;

And he more keenly feels the glorious duty of
serving Truth, despised and crucified.

Happy, unknowing sect or creed, to feel God
flow forever through his breast.

III

We are not free, whose Freedom doth consist
in musing with our faces toward the Past.

Freedom is recreated year by year, in hearts
wide-open to the Godward side,

In souls calm-cadenced as the whirling sphere,

In minds that sway the Future like a tide.

No broadest creeds, nor codes, can Freedom
hold.

She chooses men for her abodes, building them
fair and fronting to the dawn.

For as the finder of some unknown realm,
mounting a summit whence he thinks to see on
either side the imprisoning (ocean),

Beholds peak after snowy peak, stretch out of
sight,

Each like a silver helm, beneath its plume of
smoke,

And what he thought an island, finds to be a
continent, to him first opened,

So we, from our height of Freedom, can look
along a boundless Future,

Ours, if we be strong.
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What Lodges Are Doing

Annie Besant Lodge (Boston): Members and
friends of the lodge were the guests of Mrs. Elsa
Burr Sherwood at a lawn party given at her home
in Dedham early in the summer season.

Brahmavidya Lodge (Tampa): About thirty
members of the lodge met for a picnic supper in
one of the parks on Tampa Bay, July 22. The
weather proved to be ideal for such an occasion,
and everyone present had a thoroughly enjoyable
time.

Brotherhood Lodge (New Orleans), with its
headquarters at the residence of its president,
Mrs. Isabel Devereux, reports a year of very
satisfactory activity — of flourishing weekly lodge
and inquirers’ meetings and bi-monthly public
lectures at the public library.

Chicago Lodge: During the summer Prof.
Brenes-Mesen has continued his exceedingly in-
teresting talks on Krishnaji’s teachings and on
The Bhagavad-Gita twice a month; every Saturday
there has been a study group in The Secret Doc-
irine; and in the place of the usual lodge meetings
on Thursdays, Miss Julia K. Sommer has talked
to members and friends on various subjects.
There was a good attendance at all of the gather-
ings. In September the lodge will open its regular
season with lectures by Dr. Roest and Miss
Henkel.

Oklahoma City Lodge: In spite of extremely
hot weather, the lodge members have been meet-
ing together every week during the summer. The
meetings have been very informal, most of them

held outdoors under some beautiful trees. The
lodge correspondent writes: ‘“‘Although we do not
act officially, much discussion fills each Wednesday
evening. One feature is a book review, which is
creating an interest for some fall reading. With
the assistance of a slide-lantern these attractive
summer programs have been made most enjoyable
with illustrations. Between discussions, to test
our theosophical knowledge, games have been
provided touching on art, music and architecture;
hence we have not slighted the educational fea-
ture. Each meeting is closed with refreshments,
When September brings opening time again for
the lodge, we shall review the summer’s efforts
without regret, and there is ever the anticipation
of sharing the inspiration of those who attend the
Olcott Sessions. Our work for the coming year is
still in formation, but already there is evidence of
serious work.”

Panama Lodge was indeed fortunate in having
a visit from Mr. Jinarajadasa, who delivered a
public lecture in Spanish on August 19, “The
Destiny of the Latin People,” and on August 20
a public lecture in English, ‘““The Future of Brother-
hood.” The National Theater was obtained for
the lectures, and the Governor introduced Mr.
Jinarajadasa on the occasion of his first lecture.
Other lectures were to be arranged before he left
for Costa Rica. The lodge reports that the news-
papers were very cooperative in giving publicity,
and announcements were made daily over a local
radio broadcasting station from August 13 to 19.

THE INNER LIFE

(Continued from Page 211)

ditioned by its character, standpoint in evolution
and achievements in past lives.

The occult student has to study and understand
practically and intelligently the working of the
karmic law, not to study effects so much as to try
to discern their producing causes. The primary
cause of his existence in the three worlds is the
ego itself, and the secondary causes lie in the
response of .the ego to sense contacts on all planes.
Therefore to deal with these samkaras or seeds of
future activiti, the aspirant must re-establish
conscious egoic contact. In that way he will
become karma-less, for those who have destroyed
the Five Hindrances are such.

The Advaita philosophy describes three main
forms of karmic activity:

1. Sanchila or latent karma, which is the total
karmic force behind a man of causes not yet
brought to fruition.

2. Prarabdha or active karma, those karmic
forces which are being dealt with in the present life.

3. Kriyamana or new karma, the seeds and
causes being produced now which must inevitably
govern the circumstances of future lives.

Only the disciple can usually call into activity
karma from the latent amount behind him. He
does this by virtue of his intense aspiration and
one-pointedness. Read the solemn words of H.P.B.
on this in the third volume of The Secret Doclrine,
page 435, entitled “A Warning.”

14. These karmic seeds produce pleasure
or pain according as their originating cause
was good or evil.

‘“‘As surely as the wheels of the cart follow upon
the heels of the ox, so doth sorrow follow upon the
heels of ill-doing.”

Good belongs to the indwelling spirit in man,
evil means his blinding and imprisonment by the
matter of his encasing forms. Yet this sorrow
brings about his final escape, and this experience
his final bliss. For one day we must all be “in
tune with the Infinite.”





















