


C O M M U N I O N

If on e  should com e to thee this Christmastide,
A  shining M essenger from Him thy Lord,

A n d  say to thee: “ Thy heart-gate op en  w id e  

That H e may enter in.”

Then, if thou hast d on e  justly with thine hand,
A n d  to thy fe llow s kept thy h ou se-d oor w id e ;

If thou hast fo llo w e d  Beauty with thy soul,

N or ever faltered, seeing Him in her,-
If thou hast been Truth’ s servant, spurning Fear,

A n d  w alked in tender ways, with Love thy guide; 
A n d  never greeted Hate nor stooped  to Pride,
N or  ever let them thy soul-gate inside —
Then may’st thou say, lo w  bending, “ Lord, com e in.”

Then shall the fullness o f  His Beauty enter in —
That Beauty w hich is this w o r ld ’s living soul —
A n d , shining out His Light thy chamber fill;
Then shall His Love in rosy warmth expand 
Thine heart; till lo! shall be  a miracle!

Thy little chamber, full b e fore , yet n o w  
Shall house His Greatness in its narrow  room,
A n d , lifted up, that little heart o f thine 
Shall, undivided be , on e  with the Heart Divine!

Evelyn G . Pierce
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BEING at the present moment an 
officer of the Theosophical Society, 
naturally I have had to plumb down 

into the depths of that movement, and 
when I do plumb down into the depths of 
that movement I find obviously at the 
heart of it the book called The Secret 
Doctrine. I have naturally had contact 
with that book before, but I took up my 
contacts with that book again, because no 
one can be effective in the Theosophical 
Society, in the real sense of the word

Never yet has been broken 
The Silence eternal;

Never yet has been spoken 
In accents supernal,

God’s Thought of Himself.

We are groping in blindness, 
Who yearn to behold Him; 

But in wisdom and kindness 
In Darkness He folds Him, 

Till the Soul learns to see.

So the veil is unriven
That hides the all-Holy;

So no token is given
That satisfies wholly 

The cravings of man.

“ effective,”  unless he has had a definite 
acquaintance at least with the spirit of 
The Secret Doctrine. It is quite idle 
for an individual to think that he can 
give the very soul of our theosophical 
science unless he has performed that Yoga 
which brings him into touch with the most 
remarkable book of the age.

Now I think that The Secret Doctrine 
can best be described in a number of 
phrases which I picked up somewhere, 
but I do not know where, a long time ago:

But, unhasting, advances 
The march of the ages;

To Truth-seekers’ glances 
Unrolling the pages 

Of God’s revelation.
Impatience unheeding,

Time, slowly revolving, 
Unresting, unspeeding,

Is ever evolving 
Fresh truths about God.
Human speech has not broken 

The stillness supernal.
Yet ever is spoken

Through Silence eternal, 
With growing distinctness,

God’s Thought of Himself.
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Now that, practically speaking, is The Secret 

Doctrine, and I want you to enter into the spirit 
of it far more than into the letter of it, which no 
one can really understand, because unless you 
have the higher consciousness very considerably 
developed along very many different lines it is 
impossible to enter into a realization of all that 
The Secret Doctrine conveys.

But if you will endeavor to sense it, to contact 
it, not with the emotions of course, not with the 
mind, whether it be the higher mind or the lower 
mind, but with the will, since The Secret Doctrine 
is a First Ray book, you will be able to gain im
mense wisdom from it which should be able to 
change the whole of your attitude toward life 
and your understanding of it.

In setting forth the dominant values of The 
Secret Doctrine certain very distinct values occur 
to me. In the first place it sets forth in non-rigid 
and non-dogmatic statements certain fundamental 
principles of existence which are at the root of all 
religions, all philosophies, all sciences throughout 
the world. Absolutely without any sense of 
rigidity or authority of dogmatism these funda
mental truths of which we shall speak a little later 
on are set forth, and these are at the root, if you 
care to understand them, of all our sciences and 
philosophies and religions, and explain the condi
tions obtaining in the world today and the way out.

The Secret Doctrine does not claim to be revolu
tionary. It denies specifically that it is a religion. 
It denies that it is a new truth given out for the 
first time. It denies all this, but it is a transmission 
from above and not a groping or discovery from 
below, and that is the wonder about that book. 
It makes it entirely unique. There is hardly any 
book written which does not give you a sense of a 
groping from below, of an endeavor of something 
small to reach after something large. But when 
you come into contact with The Secret Doctrine 
you see at once that there is a transmission from 
above, not a revelation. There is quite a distinc
tion to be drawn between a revelation from above 
and a transmission, and in the case of The Secret 
Doctrine you feel that in every page there is a 
breathing down of something which comes from 
above.

In the preface of The Secret Doctrine H. P. B. 
says that she now transmits that which she has 
received, and finally adds, as to those who reject 
her testimony: they will be as right in their way 
in denying, as she is right in hers in affirming, 
since they look at Truth from two entirely differ
ent standpoints; how can a western scholar accept 
on hearsay that which he knows nothing about?

You are right to deny whatever you like, and I 
know that these fundamental principles are largely 
obscure even to the eager reader, endowed though 
he may be with the pomp and circumstance of 
modern wisdom. Thus he must perforce discover 
for himself at every stage of his study. There is 
not a single page or a single statement in The 
Secret Doctrine which can be understood as it is, 
but if you will take that page and examine it with 
your will, examine it with a desire to discover

what it means, with an open mind, you will find 
that you are able to contact an aspect of your 
own individual self which probably has escaped 
you heretofore.

Its study is a science of Yoga, an experiment in 
Yoga. I have read it fairly thoroughly page after 
page, not for the purpose of understanding what 
she is saying so that I will follow sentence after 
sentence, because it is impossible to do so. The 
Secret Doctrine is not sequential in any sense of the 
term. On every page you will find a darting about 
from one subject to another, and a use of the same 
terms in entirely different senses, so that from the 
standpoint of the lower-mind wisdom you may 
become annoyed. You may feel impelled to say: 
“ I wish that H. P. B. would write clearly so that 
I might understand.”  She does not wish to write 
clearly. She wants to write obscurely, so that the 
individual who is trying to find out does try to 
find out, and realizes that he has a problem 
which it is necessary for him to solve. There is 
not a single page or statement in The Secret 
Doctrine which you can swallow as it is, of which 
you can say: “ Oh, yes, it is so true! I can quite 
understand that.”  Every phrase must needs pro
duce in the mind of the reader a mark of interroga
tion. What does it mean? Where are we getting 
to with such a phrase? But if you will make that 
mark of interrogation very clear and very definite, 
and if you will follow up that mark of interroga
tion, then you will begin to open the higher con
sciousness which everyone is so eager to open and 
wishes to have opened. People say: “ I wish I 
could develop this consciousness, that conscious
ness and the other consciousness. I want so much 
to do it! How can I do it?” You can do it only 
through long and persistent effort, and one of 
the very best ways of opening your higher self to 
your lower self is to take the trouble to study The 
Secret Doctrine, and to try to understand that 
which is expressly intended, so to speak, to be 
un-understandable.

The Secret Doctrine is a challenge to effort and 
never an imposition of authority. Every page is a 
call to a voyage of discovery, and only he who 
sets out upon his travels can hope to begin to 
understand the book. It is a book which demands 
action, freedom from domination by conventional 
thinking, freedom from prejudices of all kinds, 
freedom from the limitations imposed by the forms 
in which science, religion, philosophy are for the 
time being expressed, freedom from the restric
tions of the present stage of evolutionary advance
ment. It demands an adventurous spirit, the 
pioneer spirit, a spirit of indifference to the perse
cution of the small-minded. It demands the spirit 
of one who has left behind him all attachment to 
numbers, to crowds, to orthodoxies, and seeks 
beyond all these the companionship of the few 
and the compelling call of the unknown.

So you see the whole spirit of The Secret Doctrine 
is the spirit of an individual who is not circum
scribed by time, by opinions, by beliefs, by any 
rigidities which hedge one about and hide the 
realities.
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In other words, The Secret Doctrine sets people 

to thinking for themselves. It is a vade mecum 
for the larger consciousness of each one of us, 
and this is one of the reasons why so many have 
no use for it — their larger consciousnesses are 
asleep and in no condition to awaken.

You must be able to make your plans for your
self, and make those plans far beyond the gate
way of death. Death comes to you merely as an 
incident through which you must pass, and which 
leads you into a newer and let us hope a fuller life. 
So you plan not for today, not for tomorrow, not 
for any particular period of years, not for any 
particular time, but for eternity, and you face life 
from that point of view.

The most personal realities pale into compara
tive insignificance compared with the contempla
tion of the vast vistas which open out before each 
one of us. It is of very great importance to realize 
that. One might take as an example of that 
particular kind of voyage of discovery on which 
The Secret Doctrine insists, the case of individuals 
who happen to be in love, as is said, with one 
another. They are all in all to each other. Now, 
as a matter of fact, there is a much bigger view 
of all that is customarily held by people who are 
so much all in all to one another that they feel a 
dependency, one upon the other. Loving consists 
in giving and accepting nothing in return. That is 
its only definition. And if one is in love and ex
pects a return, he is commercializing love.

When you enter into this rhythm of the eternal, 
of which The Secret Doctrine seeks to be an ex
pression down here, you rise above all these per
sonal considerations. You go your own great way 
to a great goal to which you know you are des
tined, and those nearest and dearest to you are 
free to go their own way, you helping them as 
best you can, as effectively as you can. You must 
follow that idea out into all the details of practical, 
every-day life, and you can follow it very wonder
fully when you enter into the spirit of this great 
writing of the eternal life, these great teachings 
which The Secret Doctrine expresses.

You cannot understand The Secret Doctrine 
unless you have left behind you these lower at
tachments which may be necessary lessons for 
each one of us at the particular stage of evolution 
where we stand, but must eventually be out
grown. If you can learn to belong far more to 
the eternal, and far less to time, then The Secret 
Doctrine becomes indeed a revelation, and a great 
lighthouse upon your way.

What we have to do is to try to sense the 
reality behind the phrase, it being far more im
portant to sense it than to read it. I do not think
H. P. B. always knew what she was writing when 
she was writing this book, but she wrote, as it 
were, in a condition of Yoga, just as the Bhagavad- 
Gita was given forth in a condition of Yoga. We 
have ourselves to make that higher Yoga an 
assured fact, to meet it by lower Yoga, in order 
to make the essential contact which will over
come the limitations of language, which is still

comparatively young, and in the case of western 
languages more or less on a level with the particular 
stage the world has for the moment reached.

H. P. B. must needs be obscure, but in that ob
scurity lies much of her power and much of our 
own freedom. A book which is perfectly clear is 
generally a book which, at best, tells us where we 
are and not whither we must go. And just now, 
perhaps at all times, the whither matters far more 
than the where. The Secret Doctrine is like a light
house far away, sending forth beams of light into 
the darkness. We see the light, and it inspires 
us to tread the way. But we must move our
selves. We are the travelers.

It is for that reason that I am just a little bit 
nervous sometimes of classes in The Secret Doctrine, 
because I am always afraid of a purely intellectual 
point of veiw being taken, so that the whole 
spirit and soul and larger reality of the book 
escapes attention. It is not a book intended for 
classes, but a book more for spiritual enlighten
ment and individual study. An individual who 
has studied it from the higher standpoint is cer
tainly more competent to give Theosophy to the 
world than one who has not, because his higher 
consciousness has been developed.

While sometimes people think that kind of 
Theosophy is out of date, well we have to show 
them that it is not out of date, but on the con- - 
trary that it has not yet been dated. I think a 
very important part of the work of the Greater 
America Plan is to draw individuals' attention to 
that soul of Theosophy which is the heart of the 
Theosophical Society, namely such a book as this.
Of course it is of vital importance that those who 
know the book should teach it, and speak of it, 
because one cannot help people to understand 
that which perhaps one has not so far envisaged 
himself.

And hence I should like to make it clear that 
you can take up the study of The Secret Doctrine, 
and study it quite profitably, without feeling that 
you have understood it. It stretches and expands 
your consciousness so that you are able to approach 
various problems of your own life and of others, 
with a consciousness which has been widened 
through contact with this very great work, the 
greatest work which has been given to the world 
for centuries, and yet a book which is so largely 
ignored even by earnest Theosophists at the pres
ent time. It is our Bible, so to speak, without any 
of the orthodox rigidity which is attached to very 
many Bibles throughout the world.

In many books, in many teachings, things are 
put down dogmatically—“ Do this, do that, do 
the other,”  with a cut and dried science of life. 
There is nothing cut and dried about the science 
of life as depicted in The Secret Doctrine. No 
rigidities! Nothing said about “ Take this way, 
and let go that way.”  Nothing said about this 
book being the only book, and that book being the 
only book, or about those teachings being true, 
and those teachings being false.

(Concluded in the January issue)
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Editorials
C h ris tm a s

Peace on earth, goodwill toward men.
How much the peace depends upon the goodwill, 

and with what thankfulness should we view the 
efforts of those great leaders of peace who in utmost 
goodwill untiringly seek to promote international 
peace, and whose efforts are constantly frustrated 
by national and international prejudices.

It is only thirty-four years since the first inter
national peace conference took place. Prior to 1899 
arbitration was a word which had been used only 
between two belligerent nations in their efforts to 
settle a dispute already carried to the battlefield. 
But in that year, and not until then, twenty-six 
nations met at The Hague to consider means of 
promoting international peace. Until that time, 
through unnumbered centuries, weapons alone had 
served the purpose of dispute. In the past thirty- 
four years, stage by stage, through arbitration in 
particular cases — then for all cases — through 
mediation accepted in all circumstances, through 
commission and conference and renunciation of 
war, progress has been made to the point where the 
major nations of the earth have agreed to confer on 
all matters of difference rather than to fight. All of 
this peace progress has taken place within thirty- 
four years.

And now a great international body maintains 
constant contact, by approval of almost all the 
nations, to watch for causes that lead toward war, 
and to call them to international attention before 
the point of conflict is reached. National and inter
national prejudice still stands in the way, but 
analysis of what has occurred gives greatest hope, 
despite all failures, that peace will some time be 
assured. In all of these efforts America has been 
among the foremost of the nations.

In connection with the recent treaty for the inter
national control of the manufacture and sale of 
arms, submitted by the American Government at 
Geneva, it is noticeable that it closely parallels that 
offered for consideration by the British Govern
ment, but that the American treaty does not 
contemplate the use of the League of Nations, and

as the N ew  York Times remarks: “There is plainly 
implied a delicate consideration for the sensibilities 
of those Americans who still believe that nothing 
good can come out of the League of Nations.”

Yet we repeat, it is only within the course of 
thirty-four years that the promulgation of peace 
has been the subject of international effort. And 
an unprejudiced analysis of the progress through 
that brief period would fill every heart with hope, 
and indeed with certainty, that the problem can 
presently be solved. There have been failures — 
there will be more — but every year brings definite 
progress toward the establishment of goodwill and 
understanding between nations, and on this good
will and understanding rests the cause of peace.

Two thousand years ago, goodwill, love and 
understanding became the foundation-stone of a 
great religion. That religion provides the basic 
qualities of individual and social life among the 
western nations. Goodwill, not prejudice — under
standing, not doubt — will bring that peace to all 
people which some Christmastide will see.

A n  O ath  o f  C it iz e n s h ip
A member who was a candidate and was elected 

to a county office recently, distributed the follow
ing among all the high school children in the area.

“ When being admitted to citizenship in 
the ancient Greek Republic of Athens, the 
Athenian youth solemnly took the following 
oath:

‘We will never bring disgrace to this our 
State, by any act of dishonesty or coward
ice; nor ever desert our suffering comrades 
in the ranks. We will fight for the ideals and 
sacred things of the State, both alone and 
with the many.

‘We will obey and revere the State’s laws, 
and do our best to incite a like respect and

(Concluded on Page 272)
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F rom  th e N ation al P resid en t
I  SHOULD like all of our members to know with 

what gratitude and inspiration I have received 
the responses to the question of increasing 

dues. Many of them express such fineness of feel
ing, true courage and vision for the greatness of 
the work, that I can but be encouraged and 
assured of its progress. Analysis of the responses 
has been most interesting. The replies are full of 
genuine devotion to the Society’s welfare and a 
deep sense of the worth of membership. More 
than the usual percentage of response has come 
in, many of the replies accompanied by letters in 
which the members further explain their views. 
And these statements bring a wealth of real love 
and appreciation from the members of what the 
Theosophical Society is to them.
c  e Various as were the responses,
MembershT8 ^ere was a thread of uncertainty 

m 1,1 running through many of them, 
and it was clear that some were fearful that the 
change would cause members who could not pay 
the increase to drop out, or prevent new members 
joining. I could not again write to every member, 
but this fear had to be allayed by showing plainly 
just how membership in the Society is protected, 
and I wrote to every lodge president asking that 
the facts be placed before the members of each 
lodge. But many members do not attend lodge 
meetings, and membership is obviously so dear a 
thing to most of us, that it is well to restate here 
just how far the administration goes to protect 
the membership of everyone —  to reiterate the 
safeguards with which that membership is sur
rounded, so that it may never in any circumstances 
be lost, even to those who cannot pay. I reproduce 
here the letter to the lodge presidents.

November 12, 1934.
Dear Lodge Presidents:

I am happy that every mail is bringing us so 
many answers on the subject of increasing dues 
to create an International Fund and for our own 
public work. They are so valuable to the adminis
tration for their direct reflection of the feeling of 
our members, and it is good to see such alive- 
ness in the members’ expression. There is opinion 
both favorable and unfavorable, and many re
turns are accompanied by letters in which the 
members give fuller expression to their views. 
These are most helpful to Headquarters, but it is 
evident that there is some misunderstanding, and 
I write this letter to you seeking your cooperation 
in clearing up points evidently confusing to some.

R e m i s s i o n  
o f  D u e s

cannot pay.

It is clear that most of those who 
do not favor an increase in dues are 
fearful for members who really 
May I, through you, make it clear

to every member of your lodge that we have 
never lost a member because of his inability to 
pay dues? It has been stated so clearly and so 
many times that I did not think it necessary to 
repeat in the proposal that the policy of remitting 
dues would remain unchanged. The By-Laws 
provide that dues may be remitted, and the 
National officers have not hesitated to apply that 
provision. Every delinquent member each year 
is advised directly by the National Secretary 
before his name is taken from the rolls, that if he 
is unable to pay his dues they will be remitted 
upon application. No matter what the amount of 
the dues, that rule still stands, and no member 
need ever drop out for lack of funds. The lodge 
secretaries are also asked by Headquarters for 
their recommendations as to the remission of dues 
of members they believe unable to pay, so that 
that additional protection is given to preserve 
every membership.

Many members do write of their continued 
interest and of the vital part that Theosophy and 
membership in the Society play in their lives, 
and their dues are remitted and membership 
cards sent to them through their lodge secretaries. 
Payment on account has always been accepted, 
and if a member can pay only $1.00 he receives 
his membership card and is retained on the rolls. 
That would apply whether the membership were 
$2.00 or $3.00 or $5.00 or any other sum.

It is true, however, that many members who 
do not pay dues drop out, but they are generally 
the members who are so inactive, so lacking in 
interest, that the lodge secretaries are not prepared 
to recommend them for continued membership 
without dues. You will agree I am sure that 
members whose interest has thus expired are not 
entitled to further consideration.

In the recent returns some opinion has been 
expressed that members are too 'proud to admit 
their inability to pay dues. I ask your members 
if they think that such false pride should be per
mitted to have much weight in determining the 
Society’s program of work. In an organization 
of brotherhood, is there real value in the member 
who through such pride permits himself to lose 
his membership? Should we deny the Society a 
broadly distributed source of income more ade
quate for its work, in order to retain as members 
those few whose pride alone prevents their con
tinued membership? Would not such a policy be 
more sentimental than kind or wise? In such an 
organization as ours should there not be a realiza
tion of the joy of justly receiving, no less than that 
of generous giving?

Now as to the practical side. Two alternative 
suggestions have been made: first, that we have
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a $5.00 membership in addition to the regular 
membership, so that those who desire to con
tribute to the International Fund may thus 
voluntarily add $2.00 to their dues. The other 
proposed is to depend entirely upon voluntary 
contributions. That is rather a precarious basis 
upon which to leave the President to plan his 
work.

It is because the Theosophical Society is a 
spiritual organization, not a commercial one, that 
success in its work depends upon a glad acceptance 
by every individual of a share of effort and respon
sibility. It is the contribution of the many, not of 
the few, by which our work must be carried on. 
And in that outpouring not only our very lives 
in thought and devotion, but our practical offer
ing is also needed. Our idealism must be practical 
and provide a system of income upon which plans 
can be based. That is why a method of dues 
rather than voluntary contributions is proposed.

I recently sent to every lodge president a request 
for information as to the extent to which the lodge 
could contribute to the support of a tour by a 
visiting lecturer. With some few exceptions the 
lodges responded that they would like to have the 
lecturer but that they are unable to estimate 
what provision they could make toward the ex
pense. It is therefore difficult to plan a tour. 
Now if Headquarters knew that it would have a 
certain definite sum from certain definite dues in
come available for such a lecture program, arrange
ments could be completed and the lodges supplied. 
Such plans require time to work out in advance.
Need for R we knew what our income would 
Planning be, as we do approximately when it 

g is in the form of dues, the President 
would know what he might expect from the In
ternational Fund and he could plan his work 
throughout the world. Headquarters would know 
what its additional income would be. It could 
plan lecture tours and lecture help for lodges. 
It is so dear from the letters of lodge presidents 
as to the visiting lecturers, that a great deal could 
be accomplished if Headquarters were able to 
offer certain assistance. That assistance cannot 
be offered out of funds yet to come in on an 
indefinite voluntary basis, but could be offered 
out of funds certain to come from membership 
dues. It is time now to be planning for the lecture 
activities to begin in the fall of 1935. If the dues 
were $5.00 we would know what sum would be 
available in that year, and the plans could be 
made.

The proposal presented to the members stated 
that additional funds for the American Section 
would be used for “public work here.”  I had in 
mind assistance to the lodges to put on adequate 
public lecture programs, not expecting that the 
lodges should necessarily continue such lecture 
work, but that they should have the full benefit 
of the impetus which well advertised public 
lectures, in adequate halls, provide for the local 
work. All of the proceeds from the increased dues, 
other than for the International Fund and Adyar, 
would be turned back into the Section for that

Main Points

kind of support of public work which it is not now 
possible to provide.

Let me repeat my points:
1. The practice of remitting dues 

or of accepting partial payment upon the applica
tion of the member or the recommendation of the 
lodge secretary, would be continued.

2. Voluntary contributions, whether attached 
to the membership or separately, do not permit 
of planning in advance.

3. Responsibility fully shared is the source of 
life in the Society.

4. In the American Section the additional dues 
would be spent for public lecture help, so that all 
lodges might have the benefit of that type of 
service.

Let it be clear that the present inquiry is a 
preliminary gathering of information as to the 
feeling of the members. The change, if made, 
would not be effective until amendments were 
made in the By-Laws, and would not apply until 
the beginning of July, 1935. That is why I asked 
those favoring the proposal to send their $2.00 
now as a contribution.

May I state again that my purpose in writing 
you more fully as I am now doing is that there 
may be no misunderstanding, no fears whatever 
that changes will be made without the whole
hearted approval of the membership, and that 
through you all fears of compulsory loss of mem
bership through inability to pay may entirely dis
appear from the minds of your member group.

We shall never ask or expect of anyone what he 
cannot do, but we do believe in looking upon our 
responsibilities with courage and wider vision. 
Many will in that way find themselves able to do 
more than they now believe possible.

I do not want to unduly stress the idea of sacri
fice, yet in closing perhaps I may remind you all 
that sacrifice is the law of progress.

As the poet has said:
“ Only that which gives 
Truly lives.”

Most cordially yours, 
Sidney A. Cook 
National President

Member I did not desire that the matter 
Opinion should be made a subject of discussion 
Desired in the lodges, or that they should vote 

on the proposal, for I was anxious to 
have each member's individual expression, and I 
hope that all members will yet respond. I desired 
only that our members should learn how member
ship was protected for members in distress. But 
in a few lodges votes were taken, and in one I 
learn that 111 members voted against the pro
posal, with only one vote in favor — a result so 
at variance with the general response that it is 
difficult to explain it except on the basis of follow
ing dominant individual leadership. What I 
would like is the individual response of every 
member throughout the Section, written from the 
quiet of his own room, expressing the feeling of 
his own heart and taking into consideration all of
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the facts which this letter and this article provide.
. . . The majority opinion so far received

i ajori > .g yery diStinCtly in favor of increasing
pinion ^ueSi j3Uj. j  want it to be thoroughly 

understood that all that is now being done is to 
conduct an inquiry, to ask the members how they 
feel on the subject, to ascertain the will of the 
membership, and that no change will be made until 
the matter has been very thoroughly considered 
and presented and approved through proper 
channels — certainly not until the year 1935-36. 
But it is desirable to ascertain now what are 
likely to be the ultimate wishes of the members, 
so that tentative plans can be made accordingly. 
What the International President may expect as 
a contribution from the American Section for next 
year, what Headquarters may anticipate in 
planning lecture engagements for next year — 
these are points that can be determined in a 
tentative way at the present time.
The o ten The Present expression of member 
Door 1 Cn opinion cannot be decisive, although 

the majority of replies are in favor 
of the change. Many do not answer questions 
presented by mail, although it is general experience 
that objectors are more articulate than those who 
approve. But in any event, our members may be 
certain that the Theosophical Society will preserve 
the open door to membership and will never close 
it upon any member for financial reasons. Dues 
have been canceled for hundreds of members and 
will be canceled for hundreds more, if they gen
uinely desire to stay. There is no sense of charity 
when members accept remission of dues as the 
By-Laws provide. The many ways in which 
they can still contribute in fine thought and feel
ing toward the work and in actual service to their 
lodges still permit them to offer gifts no less valued 
than their financial support.
T, , i • i Some think that we lose many Psychological members because they cannot

pay dues. Our greatest loss oc
curred in the years of greatest prosperity. Look 
up the data in my supplemental report for 1933 
(The American T heosophist, September, 1933). 
Have we not developed a psychological complex, 
which, like all other fears, should be dissipated by 
knowledge of the facts?

Recently a specially prepared letter was mailed 
to 100 former members selected from those who 
became inactive last year, in an effort to discover 
why they dropped out after being carried in good 
standing for a whole year. The usual percentage 
of replies was received. One member of fine talents 
had left because of conditions in the lodge which I 
personally know to be extremely difficult. The 
others had no further interest in the Theosophical 
Society and definitely stated that to be the fact. 
The interest of some had been claimed by other 
organizations, to whom they were paying dues in 
larger amount than the Theosophical Society re
quires.

It is becoming clearer that we lose but few 
members for financial reasons, and some question 
arises as to whether we should ever cancel all of

the dues for any member, and whether some small 
sum — even twenty-five cents —  should not be 
required as evidence of good faith. We are some
times criticized because of occasional instances of 
dues being canceled at the request of members 
who have afterward made extensive pleasure 
tours or who have joined some other more expen
sive organization. I am reminded of a member 
who had just voted against the $2.00 increase be
cause she has just paid $5.00 initiation fee in the
C------  and $10.00 for her dues in the A------ .
This is an actual fact, and many instances have 
come to our attention of members who claim their 
inability to pay dues to the Theosophical Society, 
but who pay much larger sums to various psy
chology experts or psuedo-occult organizations, 
and who attend all of the lectures of the yogis. 
There are of course some instances where mem
bers cannot pay dues to the Theosophical Society, 
but it is not proper pride or even self-respect that 
prevents such a member from accepting cancela
tion or reduction in dues, offered in brotherly 
spirit by an organization pledged to brotherhoods.

Members 
Behind 
the Purpose

Very many members approve 
the proposal in principle but 
question whether the time is op
portune. That the purposes of 

the International Fund represent a responsibility 
of the membership as a whole is generally recog
nized. There is a splendid sympathetic response 
to the purpose behind the proposal. It is so evi
dent that the spirit of the Society is right on the 
subject. Adyar’s need is also felt. The difficulties 
of carrying on internationally and of providing 
all of the help desired in the Section itself are 
problems which are evidently in the hearts of our 
members, and the Section has declared itself in 
most heartening fashion to be in spirit sincerely 
behind the work in all of its aspects. Even in 
those few instances where unfavorable opinion 
has been expressed by lodges, they have almost all 
stated that although not in favor of the change 
at the present time, they will heartily respond to 
the general will of the membership. That is the 
spirit which makes all things possible — the spirit 
in which the work cannot fail to go forward.
. . . »  x . . So far as the American

Public*WorkCS Section’s participation in the
proposed increase is concern

ed, a recent inquiry addressed to all of our lodges 
regarding proposed lecture tours has by analysis 
disclosed most interesting information. Only a 
few lodges are financially strong enough and 
certain enough of results to make them feel justi
fied in expending necessary sums for hall rent and 
advertising. Many lodges of smaller size, uncer
tain of results and without ample treasury funds, 
hesitate to plunge sufficiently to prove what 
sound advertising and well located lecture halls 
would accomplish for them. It is evident that if 
a fund providing $50 or $75 for such lodges were 
available to finance a few lectures in a number of 
such cities, a much more comprehensive tour of 
the country could be arranged, with the almost 
certain result that the lodges would be tremend-
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ously encouraged and would be infused with new 
life and interest. In some cases, where competent 
leadership is available, they would gain study 
classes from which new members would be de
rived, and from the whole project these lodges 
would obtain assurance that they could safely 
embark on such ventures on their own financial 
account in the future. It is this kind of project 
that would take all of the money back into the 
Section for lodge assistance in public work, which 
this proposed change in the amount of dues would 
accomplish, as well as the proper provision for the 
work and expenses of the International Presi
dential office.
Comparison 
With England

Let us now compare our sit
uation with that of the English 
Section. There is a country in 

which the average normal income is far below the 
average in this country, but the membership dues 
are almost exactly the same as in this country. 
With nearly 1,000 fewer members, and after de
ducting the magazine in both cases, English mem
bers pay in dues to the Section a total slightly 
more than the members in this Section. Besides 
this the dues in England are supplemented by 
$6,000 annually from money that in the course of 
years has been carefully invested to provide an 
income for less prosperous years.

Add to this the additional fact that England is 
a small country, easy and inexpensive to travel 
in as compared with the wide stretches of America, 
and our members can begin to appreciate some
thing of the difficulty of carrying on adequately 
in this country, and the need for the greatest 
devotion, practically offered, which the member
ship can afford. As one of the members responding 
to the inquiry stated, “ I am very poor, but I 
have begun to put five cents a week into a box to 
pay the extra $2.00. We pay so little for the 
great privileges of Theosophy.”

A few members, in response 
to the question of dues, have re

ferred to amounts paid to field workers. Let it be 
clearly understood here and now that this Section 
is paying much less to full-time workers than has 
been paid during previous administrations. The 
laborer is worthy of his hire, and anyone giving his

Compensation

full time to the Theosophical Society and having 
no independent income is entitled to earn a living 
sufficient to properly provide home life and family 
education, and this rightly applies now no less 
than it applied in years gone by.

In the letter to lodge presidents I dealt with the 
need of planning our work and therefore of being 
able to determine in advance approximately the 
amount of our income. This is the best answer 
that can be provided to the suggestion that Dr. 
Arundale’s work and that of the Section should 
depend upon voluntary contributions. This is the 
only alternative suggestion which has been sub
stantially advanced. A few have urged that a $5.00 
membership be created similar to the Higher Mem
berships, of which the lowest is now $10.00. This is 
worthy of consideration, but it does not answer 
the vital requirement that "the spiritual work in 
which we are engaged depends upon a glad ac
ceptance by every individual of a share of effort 
and responsibility.”  The life of the Society must 
flow from the hearts of all the members, not from 
the pocket-books of the few.

Other suggestions are that we decrease the field 
service, but I have already stated in my annual 
report: “ The Society dies through ceasing to live 
up to the limit of its capacity to work.”  
t T . I am glad to open this column, 
With the *,^rom National President,”  with 
Members a Presen â^̂on °f this question. I 

have been happy with the responses, 
whether they have been for or against the proposal. 
I stand neither for nor against it at the moment, 
but with the members in whatever decision they 
may make. But I do stand for the great work and 
for bending every effort and straining every nerve 
to do it worthily, undeterred by difficulty and dis
couragement. To be discouraged is to fail, and in 
this service we shall not fail.

While the problem of seeing that the work is 
carried on is mine, it is also that of every one of 
us. In this column I share it with you, and I shall 
use this column in succeeding months, to come 
into dose touch with all the members as we dis
cuss the problems of the work, in which we shall 
all carry on and in which discouragement and fear 
and timidities have no place.

E d it o r ia l s
(Continued from Pago 268)

reverence in those above us who are prone 
to annul or set them at naught; we will 
strive unceasingly to quicken the public 
sense of dvic duty.

‘Thus, in all these ways, we will transmit 
this Republic, not less, but greater than it 
was transmitted to us.’ ”

The Athenians present to us ideals of dtizen-

ship and state service which if carried out would 
not only protect our country from the lawlessness 
which at present is rife, but by “ quickening the 
sense of dvic duty,”  would insure that our legis
lators and public offidals were well chosen for the 
gifts and capadties which they had to offer in 
true public service, in which the state came first, 
the party second and the officeholder last.
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C hristm as and H u izen
B y  M r s . W il l e m in a  St a r k

CH R I S T M A S  is a p p r o a c h in g  a n d  e v e r y o n e  n o w  
is th in k in g  o f  t h a t  b e a u t ifu l  t im e , i t s  sp ir itu a l 
m e a n in g , th e  b le ss in g  w h ic h  c a m e  o v e r  th e  

w o r ld  2 ,0 0 0  y e a r s  a g o , a n d  h o w  e a c h  y e a r  is  n o w  
r e m e m b e r e d  b y  th e  b le ss in g s  w e  a ll g iv e  t o  e a ch  
o th e r . A  h a p p y  t im e , a  h o ly  t im e  is  c o m in g !

A n d  th e n  m y  h e a rt  t u r n s  t o  H u iz e n  in  H o lla n d . 
W e  ju s t  le f t  a b o u t  a  m o n t h  a g o . I  see  th e  l it t le  
D u t c h  c i t y  ly in g  o n  t h e  o ld  Z u id e r z e e  (a  lo n g  d y k e  
h a s n o w  m a d e  i t  in t o  a  la k e , c a lle d  Y s s e lm e e r  o r  
L a k e  F le v o )  w it h  it s  l i t t le  h a rb o r  w h e re  t w o  b r e a k 
w a te r s  s t r e t c h  o u t  in t o  th e  b lu e  w a te r  as  i f  t h e y  
w e re  a rm s  b e g g in g  f o r  h e lp .

T h e r e  o n  th e  w e s t  s id e  o f  H u iz e n , p a r t ly  e x te n d 
in g  in t o  th e  d u n e s , lo o k in g  fa r  o v e r  th e  w a te r , 
S t . M ic h a e l ’ s  C e n te r  is  lo c a t e d ,  w a t c h in g  o v e r  th e  
n o r th e r n  h e m isp h e re .

H u iz e n  o r  S t . M ic h a e l ’ s  C e n t e r ! W h e n  I  h e a r  
th e se  n a m e s , a  g la d n e ss  c o m e s  o v e r  m e  b e c a u s e  o f  
th e  h a p p y  a n d  b e a u t i fu l  t im e  w e  h a v e  h a d  th e re . 
I  m u s t  te ll y o u  a b o u t  th is  C e n te r , your C e n te r  a lso , 
d e a r  b r e th r e n  in  t h e  U n ite d  S ta te s , b e c a u s e  m a n y  
o f  y o u  d o n ’ t  k n o w  H u iz e n .

I t  is  a b o u t  h a lf  a n  h o u r  d r iv in g  fr o m  A m s te r d a m  
b y  m o t o r ,  o r  b y  r a i lw a y  t o  N a a rd e n -B u s s u m  a n d  in  
t ra m c a r  t o  “ D r a fn a ”  a n d  th e n  te n  m in u te s  w a lk  
t o  S t . M ic h a e l ’s.

E n te r in g  t h e  e s ta te  f r o m  th e  s o u th  w e  p a ss  th e  
b u ild in g s  o f  th e  s e v e r a l a c t iv it ie s , a s  B e s a n t  H a ll, 
T .  S . lo d g e  a n d  A s h r a m a  (Y o u t h  M o v e m e n t ) .  In  
th e  n o r th e r n  p a r t  th e r e  a re  S t . M ic h a e l ’s  H o u s e  a n d  
o t h e r  sm a lle r  d w e llin g s , w h e re  th e  w o rk e rs  are  
l iv in g .

W h e n  y o u  p ass t h e  g a t e -w a y , y o u  im m e d ia te ly  
fe e l y o u  a re  e n te r in g  a d i ffe r e n t  w o r ld . E v e rg re e n s , 
b ir ch e s , o a k s  a n d  b lo o m in g  s h ru b s  su r r o u n d  y o u

o n  y o u r  w a lk  t o  th e  H o u s e . N e a r  th e  g a te -w a y  
y o u  w ill first  see  a  p r e t t y  l it t le  h o u s e , fo r m e r ly  th e  
k e e p e r ’s  lo d g e , n o w  o c c u p ie d  b y  a  y o u n g  c o u p le  
o f  w o r k e r s ; o n  th e  o t h e r  s id e  y o u  f in d  th e  g a ra g e  
a n d  a fte r  a  w a lk  o f  a b o u t  th r e e  m in u te s  S t. 
M ic h a e l ’s H o u s e  a p p e a rs  r o u n d  a  c u r v e  o f  th e  
lo v e ly  d r iv e , a  b e a u t i fu l  o ld  D u t c h  h o u se , o v e r 
g r o w n  w ith  iv y ,  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  fin e  g a rd e n s  a n d  
la w n s . T h e r e  t h e  in te rn a t io n a l w o r k e r s  l iv e  in  
h a rm o n io u s  c o m m u n it y  life .

T h e  a tm o s p h e re  th e r e  a n d  o n  th e  w h o le  es ta te , 
c o v e r in g  a b o u t  f o r t y  a cre s , is w o n d e r fu l. Y o u  fe e l 
th e  p re s e n ce  o f  th e  a n g e ls  a n d  n a tu re -s p ir it s  w o r k 
in g  th e re  a n d  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  M a ste rs , p o u r in g  
d o w n  as lo v e  a n d  p u r ity , a ll th e  t im e . Y o u  fe e l 
th a t  y o u ,  t o o ,  m u st  b e  s ile n t  a n d  h a p p y , a n d  feel 
th a t  y o u  h a v e  t o  b r in g  o u t  t h a t  b e a u t y  in t o  th e  
w o r ld .

T h e  la s t  w e e k  w e  w e r e  so  h a p p y  t o  m e e t  D r . a n d  
M rs . A r u n d a le  th e re . T h a t  w a s  o u r  m o s t  b e a u t ifu l  
t im e ! F r o m  a ll c o u n tr ie s  o f  th e  n o r th e r n  h e m is 
p h e re  m e m b e rs  c a m e  to  H u iz e n  t o  m e e t  o u r  n ew  
P re s id e n t.

O n e  c lo u d  o n ly  d a rk e n e d  th e  r a d ia n t  s k y  o f  
H u iz e n . T h a t  c lo u d  w a s  t h e  fin a n c ia l d ifficu lt ie s  
o f  t h e  C e n te r , d ifficu lt ie s  s o  g r e a t  t h a t  o n e  d a y  
w e  s a w  w ith  h o r r o r  a s ig n  s ta n d in g  b e s id e  th e  g a te 
w a y ,  w ith  t h e  w o r d s : “ F o r  r e n t ” !

H a p p i ly  a s e t  o f  t h e  y o u n g  p e o p le  o f  S t .  M ic h a e l ’s 
Y o u t h  M o v e m e n t  ca m e  t o  th e  re s cu e  a n d  re n te d  
th e  H o u s e  a n d  th e  n o r th e r n  p a r t  o f  th e  g r o u n d s  t o  
l iv e  a n d  w o r k  th e r e  t o g e th e r , s im p li fy in g  a n d  
e c o n o m iz in g  in  its  o p e r a t io n  as m u c h  as p o s s ib le . 
S o  w h e n  D r .  A r u n d a le  c a m e  th e  s itu a t io n  w a s  a 
l it t le  m o re  h o p e fu l.

H e  t o ld  us se v e ra l t im e s  o f  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f
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this Center, and that we must well understand that 
there are only three spiritual Centers in the world 
really recognized by the Masters. First, Adyar, the 
Center of Centers; second, Sydney, the Center of 
the southern hemisphere; third, Huizen, the Center 
of the northern hemisphere. All others are sub
sidiary to these, branches of them.

Now it is our duty to work together, to hold our 
Centers strong and vivid, so that our Elder Breth
ren can use each of them as a focus for sending down 
their power and love for helping the world and 
bringing civilization to a higher level.

The Center of Huizen needs our help, both 
resident workers to rent the rooms and cottages, 
and also money.

Mr. Schuurman, the Treasurer of St. Michael’s 
Foundation, gave us full information about the 
history of St. Michael’s. And so I can tell you also 
the following.

In 1924 a Dutch lady, Mrs. Mary von Eeghen, 
offered her estate as a gift to Dr. Besant, with its 
country house to be used for the Master’s work. 
Dr. Besant accepted this gracious offer on con
dition that a trust should be formed to hold the 
property, and that Bishop Wedgewood should be 
placed at the head of it. This trust, called St. 
Michael’s Foundation, has for its object the Pro
motion of Universal Brotherhood and International 
Peace.

Bishop Wedgewood lived in the country house 
and built on the estate a chapel for the services of 
the Liberal Catholic Church, dedicating it to St. 
Michael and All Angels. This was the first ac
tivity on the grounds of St. Michael’s. Some time 
later he formed a lodge of the Co-Masonic move
ment and erected a temple for this work. The 
trust offered to the local T. S. lodge a little building 
for its use. And gradually other activities sprang 
up, in which however the ceremonial work took a 
prominent part. The work grew on all sides and 
especially in connection with young people — the 
Round Table, Boy Scouts and Girl Guides, and 
also work on the lines of art.

A few years ago the Elder Brethren of humanity 
graciously recognized St. Michael’s as a spiritual 
Center with Bishop Wedgewood as its Head, which 
They could use for the northern hemisphere as a 
focus for sending out spiritual forces, as They had 
done before with Adyar for the whole world and 
with Sydney for the southern hemisphere. The 
cooperation with the angels is the special feature of 
this Center, and the Master the Prince takes special 
interest in its activity, and is in fact its Inner Head.

On the physical plane it has a Head, but no other 
organization. The Head has decided that all those 
who are in sympathy with the Center and all its ac
tivities may become members. They can take 
part in some of the activities of St. Michael’s Trust 
or not, as they choose, but they must not be against 
any of them.
| In 1930 Bishop Wedgewood had to give up his 
post as Head on account of ill health, and his place 
was taken by Dr. Arundale, who now that he has 
become President of the Theosophical Society has

resigned. On the 29th of September, 1934, Mrs. 
Rukmini Arundale succeeded him.

Because it is impossible for the Head to reside 
the greater part of the year in the Center, she 
nominated a representative. At present Mrs. 
Mary von Eeghen holds that position. She it was 
who presented the estate to Dr. Besant ten years 
ago, and afterward built herself another house 
next to the estate, where she is now living.

About the time that Bishop Wedgewood left the 
Center the House on the estate had to be closed, 
as the expense of running it proved too great. 
During Dr. Arundale’s headship the House was 
reopened to lodge the international workers in the 
Center. But since world economics encountered 
difficulties it was no longer possible for him to 
shoulder the financial responsibility, and it was 
necessary to mortgage the northern part of the 
estate.

The southern part fortunately is free of debt 
(the several activities here pay all their own rent 
and expenses to the trust). But the trust has to 
keep up all the buildings, to pay all taxes, insur
ance, etc. And it is the Center members with their 
yearly contributions who make this possible.

When we saw the enormous skyscrapers in your 
beautiful country, we thought of the little wooden 
buildings in Huizen, where our fellow-members are 
working so intensively together, to hold strong that 
pure channel through which the Master’s power 
can reach the world and can feed and strengthen 
all other Centers on the northern hemisphere.

Christmas is approaching and tears come to my 
eyes. But we are glad that Mr. Cook, your National 
President, is so sympathetic in his interest in 
Huizen, recognizing the connection between this 
and your own Center at Olcott. I am sure that 
you also will do what you are able to do for your 
Center in Huizen, whose influence covers also the 
United States.

There are many ways of helping:
(1) You can become a Center member — and 

then also get the magazine, St. Michael’s News — 
for a yearly contribution of two guilders and a half 
(approximately $1.50).

(2) You can help by subscribing to the funds 
to pay off the mortgage. Everybody who helps 
in this respect lightens one of the heavy responsi
bilities which Dr. Arundale as President of the 
Theosophical Society has upon his shoulders.

(3) You can offer any gift to St. Michael’s.
(4) Last but not least, you can become one of 

the international residents and workers at St. 
Michael’s, making the links with your own country 
stronger. This will cost you three guilders (ap
proximately $2.00) a day, board included. And 
you can be sure of a hearty welcome.

Mr. Herbert A. Staggs, of Cleveland, is the 
American representative of the Huizen Center and 
will be glad to lend a movie film showing the estate, 
its activities and its people, and to correspond with 
you as to ways in which help can be given.

I hope Christmas will be a happy time for 
Huizen. Let the American Sim shine there and 
forever.
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T h e  G reater A m e rica  P lan

From Dr. Pieter K. Roest
T h e  S e c r e t  o f  L o d g e  S u c c e s s

A  w e s te rn  lo d g e  p re s id e n t  w r ite s  us a b o u t  th e  
su cce ss  h e  h a d  w it h  a s c h e m e  t h a t  m a d e  all th e  
m e m b e rs  in te r e s te d  p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  a  c o m m o n  
w o r k  in s te a d  o f  p a ss iv e  lis te n e rs  t o  h is  w is d o m . 
Each m e m b e r  w a s  a ss ig n e d  a t o p i c  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  
o f  th e  se a s o n  a n d  p re s e n te d  t h e  r e su lt  o f  h is  r e 
se a r ch e s  t o  th e  lo d g e  a s  h is  tu rn  c a m e  o n  th e  lo d g e  
ca le n d a r . T h e  r e su lt  w a s  n o t  o n ly  t h a t  s o m e  rea l 
“ d ig g in g ”  w a s  d o n e  b y  e v e r y o n e  (m u c h  to  h is  o w n  
b e n e fit , n o t  t o  s p e a k  o f  t h e  o th e r s  w ith  w h o m  h e  
sh a re d  h is  f in d in g s ), b u t  th a t  in  th e  lo d g e  th e  
fe e lin g  o f  t im id ity  a n d  re se rve  s o  o f t e n  a p p a r e n t  
a t  m e e t in g s  b r o k e  d o w n  a n d  s o o n  m a n y  re m a rk e d  
a b o u t  th e  fe e lin g  o f  fr ie n d lin e ss  p e r v a d in g  th e  
lo d g e . H e n c e  th e  p re s id e n t  w r ite s  (r e fe rr in g  t o  a 
s h y  m e m b e r ) :

“ D o  y o u  g e t  t h e  p s y c h o lo g y  o f  th e  th in g ?
I , k n o w in g  s o  l it t le  a b o u t  T h e o s o p h y  m y 
s e lf , y e t  t r y in g  b y  m y s e lf  t o  d o  s o m e th in g  
fo r  th e  m e m b e rs , w a s  se e k in g  h e r  h e lp . I n 
s t e a d  o f  m y  d is p e n s in g  k n o w le d g e  a n d  lig h t ,
I  w a s  t h e  o n e  w h o  n e e d e d  her h e lp . I m m e 
d ia te ly  sh e  w a s  in t o  th e  lo d g e  s p ir it ,  e a g e r  to  
fill th e  g a p , a n d  sh e  g o t  o f f  a  s p le n d id  c o n t r i 
b u t io n  w h e n  h e r  tu rn  c a m e . T h a t ,  I  th in k , 
is  th e  s e c r e t  fo r  b u ild in g  a n d  k e e p in g  a  v ita l  
lo d g e  s p ir it : m a k e  e a ch  m e m b e r  w o r k  a n d  
m a k e  h im  fe e l t h a t  th e  su cce s s  o f  th e  w o r k  
d e p e n d s  o n  h im .

“ I  a m  s o r r y  t h a t  I  c a n ’ t  g iv e  y o u  so m e  
n e w  a n d  m a r v e lo u s  fo r m u la  fo r  ra is in g  th e  
t o n e  o f  lo d g e  p ro g r a m s , o t h e r  th a n  th e  
a b o v e ,  b u t  fr a n k ly  I  a m  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  
o n ly  w a y  is  t o  m a k e  e a c h  m e m b e r  fe e l th a t  
t h e  lo d g e  is h is  a n d  th a t  w it h o u t  h is  in 
d iv id u a l  a n d  p a r t ic u la r  a ss is ta n ce  th e  th in g  
is  a  fa ilu re . A n d  w h e n  y o u  g e t  t h e  com
bined c o o p e r a t io n  a n d  m e n ta lity  o f  a  lo d g e  
t o  w o r k  a t  a ta s k  o r  p r o b le m , y o u  f in d  th e  
w h o le  a tm o s p h e re  c h a n g e d . I  d o n ’ t  la y  
c la im  to  a n y  o u t s t a n d in g  a b i l i t y  in  ru n n in g  
a lo d g e ;  as  a m a tte r  o f  fa c t ,  I  b e l ie v e  it  w as 
d u e  t o  m y  s h o r t c o m in g s  th a t  th e  m e m b e rs  
w e r e  so  w ill in g  t o  p i t c h  in  a n d  h e lp  m e  o u t ;  
b u t  th e  id e a  I  a m  t r y in g  t o  g e t  a c r o s s  is 
t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e re  r e a lly  n e e d e d  e a ch  
in d iv id u a l  t o o k  a  p e rs o n a l in te re s t  in  t ry in g  
t o  d o  h is  p a r t . N a t u r a lly  th e re  a re  m a n y  
v a r ia t io n s  o f  lo d g e  p ro g r a m s , a ll a m a tte r  
o f  d e ta il . B u t  w h a t  g o o d  are  t h e y  i f  th e y  
d o n ’ t  b r in g  o u t  t h e  fu n d a m e n ta l p u rp o s e  
o f  a th e o s o p h ic a l  lo d g e  —  a c t iv e  p a r t ic ip a 
t io n  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  e a ch  u n i t ? ”

W e  h e a r t i ly  a g re e . T h is  is  fu n d a m e n t a l ;  b u t  le t

us rea lize  t h a t  ca re fu l a n d  in te ll ig e n t  p la n n in g  o f  
th e  p ro g r a m , a n d  s e le c t io n  o f  s u ita b le  p ro g ra m  
m a te r ia ls , a re  p a r t  o f  th e  c o m m o n  t a s k . T o o  o ft e n  
w e  fin d  th in g s  fa il f r o m  lack o f  t e ch n iq u e , as  m u ch  
as fr o m  too much t e c h n iq u e  w it h o u t  th e  so u l o f  
b r o th e r ly  c o o p e r a t io n .

From Miss Anita Henkel
T w o  K i n d s  o f  L o d g e  P r e s id e n t s

O n e  p re s id e n t  s t im u la te s , e n c o u ra g e s , c o o r d i 
n a te s  th e  w o r k  o f  h is o ff ice rs , c o m m itte e s  a n d  
m e m b e rs . A n o t h e r  d o m in a te s  th e ir  w o r k  a c c o r d 
in g  t o  h is o w n  id ea s .

O n e  p re s id e n t  h a s re g u la r  m e e t in g s  w ith  his 
b o a r d  o f  d ir e c to r s , d e v e lo p in g  w ith  th e m  id ea s , 
p o lic ie s , n e w  m e th o d s  o f  w o r k , s h a r in g  w ith  th e m  
w h a te v e r  th e re  is  o f  su cce s s  o r  fa ilu re . A n o t h e r  
ig n o r e s  h is b o a r d  o f  d ir e c to r s ,  d e v e lo p s  th e  w o r k  
a lo n e , ta k e s  t o  h im se lf  a n y  su cce s s , a n d  a t tr ib u te s  
th e  fa ilu re s  t o  a la c k  o f  in te re s t  a m o n g  th e  m e m 
b ers .

O n e  p re s id e n t  h o ld s  t o  a n  id e a l f o r  th e  lo d g e , 
k e e p s  u p  th e  s p ir it  a n d  e n th u s ia sm  o f  th e  m e m 
b e rs , m a k e s  h is  c o m m it t e e s  a c c o u n ta b le  f o r  th e ir  
w o r k , a n d  is  n o t  a fra id  t o  d e le g a te  w o r k  t o  o th e r s . 
A n o t h e r  b u s ie s  h im s e lf  w ith  d e ta ils  w h ic h  o th e rs  
c o u ld  d o , d o e s  a ll th e  o d d  jo b s ,  a p p o in t s  a  c o m m it 
te e  th e n  d o e s  its  w o r k  a n d  is  t o o  h a ra sse d  a n d  t ire d  
t o  p re s id e  g r a c io u s ly , t o  h a n d le  d ip lo m a t ic  e m e r 
g e n c ie s  w h ich  arise , o r  t o  b e  an  in s p ir a t io n  t o  th e  
m e m b e rs .

O n e  p re s id e n t  is  c o n s t a n t ly  w a tc h in g  f o r  lea d ers , 
fo r  w o rk e rs , a m o n g  th e  m e m b e rs , g iv in g  a ll p o 
t e n t ia l  m a te r ia l n u m e ro u s  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  d e v e l
o p m e n t . A n o t h e r  u ses  th e  lo d g e  as a m e a n s  o f  
h is  o w n  se lf-e x p re s s io n , d o e s  a ll t h e  te a ch in g , 
ta lk in g , p re s id in g .

O n e  p re s id e n t  k e e p s  in  m in d  th e  v a r y in g  t y p e s  
o f  m e m b e rs , p la n s  t h e  w o r k  t o  u t il iz e  th e ir  ta le n ts  
a n d  a b ilit ie s , a n d  b le n d s  th e m  a ll in t o  a h a rm o n 
io u s ly  w o r k in g  w h o le . A n o t h e r  c o n t r iv e s  th a t  th e  
w o r k  m a y  d r i f t  in  th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  h is  o w n  in te re s ts  
o r  p re fe re n ce s .

O n e  p re s id e n t, a le r t  t o  th e  r e a c t io n s  o f  th e  
m e m b e rsh ip , is  a b le  t o  a v e r t  m a n y  d iff ic u lt  s itu a 
t io n s . A n o t h e r  p u sh e s  b l in d ly  a h e a d , in s e n s it iv e  
t o  th e  w ish es  o f  o th e r s  u n t i l  th e re  is  o p e n  r e v o lt .

O n e  p re s id e n t  h a s  a lo d g e  in  w h ic h  m e m b e rs  
a re  a c t iv e , v ita l ,  d y n a m ic ,  h a p p y , a n d  t o  w h ic h  
t h e y  c o m e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  li fe  a n d  in s p ir a t io n  th e y  
r e ce iv e  a n d  o f  th e  s e r v ic e  t h e y  ca n  re n d e r . A n 
o t h e r  h a s a lo d g e  in  w h ic h  m e m b e rs  a re  n o  less 
s in ce re , n o  less  d e v o t e d ,  n o  less  c a p a b le , b u t  to  
w h ic h  t h e y  c o m e  b e c a u s e  o f  a se n se  o f  d u t y  a n d  
lo y a l t y  t o  t h e  w o r k , a n d  b e c a u s e  th e ir  p re s e n c e  is  
th e  o n ly  s e r v ic e  t h e y  ca n  re n d e r.



276 TH E A M E R IC A N  THEOSOPHIST

From Mr. Sidney A. Cook
In this column in our last issue Dr. Roest brought 

definitely to our attention certain psychological 
factors which have a bearing upon our work. He 
referred to the necessity for our recognizing that 
there are lodges of different types and capacities, 
and that we should not expect of any lodge activi
ties of a type beyond the capacity of its members.

We cannot deny the fact that there are classi
fications within the general social structure de
termined by education, interest, age, etc. Dr. Roest 
wisely points out that people of similar educational 
standards naturally find mutual interest, and that 
there is an obvious stratification of society. We 
might add the example of the diversification of 
interests caused by age. We do not find the old 
and the young engaged in the same pursuits and 
interests. Neither do we find the educated and the 
uneducated ordinarily working together. These 
are simple facts. They may not altogether conform 
to our ideas of democracy. We may theoretically 
claim that the socially elite should welcome close 
contact with those of red instead of blue blood; that 
the educated should set aside their delights in 
intellectual exchanges and be content with the 
conversational efforts of the less well informed; 
that the old should participate in the activities and 
enjoyments of the new generation.

Within the Theosophical Society these things do 
actually occur. The brotherhood which is the out
standing factor of theosophical membership does 
make itself evident in a de-stratification and a 
general merging in a common cause and an ideal
istic purpose. The bond between members is that 
of brotherhood only, and in the practical applica
tion of the spirit of brotherhood, all differences of 
age and social and educational status in some 
measure disappear.

But because it is possible in that spirit to look

beyond these distinctions is no reason that we 
should shut our eyes to the fact that they do exist 
outside, and it is to this that Dr. Roest is calling 
our attention and pointing out that every lodge, 
if it is to attract all kinds of people, must have all 
kinds of members, and that a lodge which is com
posed of people of one kind socially and education
ally will generally attract to themselves only people 
of the same social and educational standards; just 
as a lodge composed entirely of old people will 
seldom attract young members, and vice versa.

Lodges which are standardized in this way there
fore have but two options: either to distinctly set 
themselves to introduce new people who will at
tract new types of members and build up around 
them new activities interesting all kinds of people; 
or else to recognize their limitations and work to 
build up their membership by unusually fine and 
well coordinated activity within their own sphere 
and capacity to carry on.

Headquarters has given recognition to the fact 
that some lodges cannot be expected to carry on 
wide and extensive public activities. Some are 
much better fitted for quiet class work, small social 
study groups, just as intensively and perfectly 
carried out and organized as the wider public work. 
It would be well for each lodge perhaps to study 
and analyze its capacities and definitely set before 
itself a line of progress, either to the development of 
more varied capacities through a special effort to 
attract members of a different type, or to make use 
of its present capacities to fuller extent by doing 
more perfectly that work for which its membership 
is best fitted.

Dr. Roest says, “ The local reputation of The
osophy depends upon subtle factors,”  and above all 
we should see that what we undertake in public 
work is well done and is within our capacity to do 
well.

Adyar News
The Executive Committee has been working 

hard at retrenchment. Their efforts have confirmed 
once again the well known fact that retrenchment, 
business-like, effective, ruthless, is possible and 
easy if left to the mind alone, whose nature is ever 
cold, callous and scientific. But in practice the 
human heart comes in and makes the carrying out 
of the mind’s fine plans difficult and often im
possible. The paradox facing them is that retrench
ment at Adyar, as elsewhere, means more hardship, 
of less wages or no work, for a number of people 
already poor. Until the President’s return, there
fore, the Committee has confined itself to making 
specific recommendations for reductions of ex
penditure in each department, and has withheld 
sanction of all new proposals involving permanent 
increase of expenditure.

The date of the annual International Convention 
at Adyar has been changed. The Convention will 
now be held December 26 to December 29, 1934.

September 20 was the first anniversary of our 
great President-Mother’s passing. At Adyar, it was 
very appropriately celebrated with a ceremony of 
thanksgiving at the Bharat Samaj Temple at 
4 p.m., the hour of her passing. The ceremony in
cluded the chanting of old Sanskrit shlokas and 
new poems composed for the occasion; it was 
attended by a large gathering consisting of Adyar 
residents and employees, the Besant Memorial 
School and the Olcott Free School.

After the ceremony all the people went in pro
cession, the two schools carrying garlanded por-

(Concluded on Page 288)
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T h e o so p h ica l O rd er  o f  Service
What Christmas Means To Us

B y  MAX WARDALL
Late International Director, Theosophical Order of Service

(The following words were written by Max Wardall five years ago. They are re
produced because the thought expressed in them is as sound now as it was then.)

Y o u  h a v e  h e a rd  th e  sa y in g , “ T h e  L o r d  h e lp s  
th o s e  w h o  h e lp  t h e m s e lv e s .”  T h is  is  a  s te rn  m o t t o  
a n d  h a s  m u c h  t r u th  in  it , b u t  w e  k n o w  a  b e t te r  o n e . 
T h e  L o r d  always h e lp s  th o se  w h o  h e lp  o t h e r s !

D e a r  W o r k e r s  f o r  th e  N e w  D a y ,  r e m e m b e r  th is . 
T h o s e  w h o  h e lp  th e m s e lv e s  a re  s o m e tim e s  w o r k in g  
a g a in s t  th e  e v o lu t io n a r y  c u r r e n t  a n d  a g a in s t  c o s 
m ic  la w . A b o u t  h a lf  t h e  t im e  w e ’ re t r y in g  t o  d o  
th in g s  t h a t  w e  w e re  n o t  in te n d e d  t o  d o  a t  a ll, a n d  
w e  c a n n o t  fa i l  t o  b e  d e fe a te d . B u t  t h o s e  w h o  s tr iv e  
to  h e lp  o th e r s  a re  always in  th e  r ig h t , fo r  t h e y  are  
w o r k in g  w ith  th e  la w  o f  M u tu a l A id .  T h e y  c a n n o t  
fa il. \ T h e  la w  o f  p ro g re ss  a n d  h a p p in e s s  is  all 
w r a p p e d  u p  in  th is  h a p p y  p h ra se  “ M u tu a l  A id . ”  
T h is  is  a  fa c t  s o  s im p le  th a t  i t  is c o n s t a n t ly  o v e r 
lo o k e d .

C h r is tm a s  t o  u s  m e a n s  “ L o v e  y o u r  n e ig h b o r  as 
y o u r s e lf .”  N o t  as  m u c h  as y o u r s e lf ,  b u t  a s  p a r t  
o f  y o u r s e lf .  G e t  th is  d is t in c t io n , f o r  b e tw e e n  th e se  
in te r p r e ta t io n s  th e re  is  a w o r ld  o f  d iffe r e n c e . R e a l
ize  t h a t  y o u r  n e ig h b o r  is a p a r t  o f  y o u r s e lf ,  a n d  
y o u  h a v e  th e  w h o le  t ru th  a n d  t h e  G o s p e l. Y o u r  
n e ig h b o r  is  a p a r t  o f  y o u r s e lf  a n d  in  h e lp in g  h im  
y o u  h e lp  y o u r s e lf .  A n d  all th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  U n i
v e rse  is  b e h in d . H u m a n it y  is  a  u n ifie d  o rg a n ism  
in  s p ir it . W h e n  o n e  p a r t  h e lp s  a n o th e r , th e  w h o le  
is  b e n e fit e d  a n d  w e  a ll g o  o n  t o  a  h ig h e r  le v e l.

L e t  n e x t  y e a r  b e  a  y e a r  o f  u n ite d  w o r k , e a c h  fo r  
e a ch  a n d  a ll f o r  a ll. T h e  L o r d  always h e lp s  th o s e  
w h o  h e lp  o th e r s !

F o l lo w in g  r e p o r t s  h a v e  b e e n  r e ce iv e d  fr o m  th e  
N a t io n a l  D e p a r tm e n t  H e a d s . L o c a l  g r o u p s  e n 
g a g e d  in  T .O .S .  a c t iv i t y  s h o u ld  s u b m it  m o n t h ly  
r e p o r ts  t o  N a t io n a l  D e p a r tm e n t  H e a d s  o r  t o  th e  
C h ie f  B r o th e r .

A n im a l W elfa re
O c t o b e r  4  w a s  o b s e r v e d  b y  a n im a l lo v e rs  e v e r y 

w h e re  as  W o r ld  D a y  f o r  A n im a ls . T h is  d a y  w a s  
c h o se n  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  th e  b ir t h d a y  o f  S t . F ra n c is  
o f  A ss is i, w h o  w a s  a  fr ie n d  a n d  lo v e r  o f  a n im a ls . 
A  s p e c ia l  b u lle t in  g iv in g  n u m e ro u s  s u g g e s t io n s  fo r  
o b s e r v a n c e  o f  th e  d a y  w a s  m a ile d  t o  H e a d  B r o th e rs  
b y  M is s  M a b e l  K .  Z im m e rs , E d d in g t o n ,  P e n n s y l
v a n ia , N a t io n a l  H e a d , as  w ell as  a  p o e m  e sp e c ia lly  
w r it te n  b y  t h e  C h ie f  B r o th e r  t o  c o m m e m o r a te  th e  
o c c a s io n .

S a i n t  F r a n c i s

H a il !  g e n t le  S a in t  t o  a ll th e  w o r ld  a  fr ie n d ; 
B r ig h t  je w e l o f  a  d a r k  a n d  b a rb a r o u s  a g e ; 
R u b r ic  o f  lo v e  o n  h is to r y ’s  l iv id  p a g e ;
T r u e  s e r v a n t  o f  th e  M a s te r  t o  th e  e n d .
S till  d o  th e  n a t io n s  fa il t o  a p p re h e n d  
T h e  p u r p o r t  o f  t h y  l i fe ’ s s w e e t  p ilg r im a g e ,
S till  b y  a m b it io n  s c o u r g e d  t h e y  p lo t  a n d  ra g e  
A n d  e v e r  a g a in s t  m a n  a n d  b e a s t  c o n te n d .
I t  is  f o r  u s , f o r  e a c h , t o  f o l l o w  th ee  
I n  te n d e rn e ss  o f  h e a r t  a n d  b r o th e r h o o d  
F o r  th o s e  w h o m  n o w  w e  t o r t u r e  a n d  a b u se . 
E a c h  ca n  h im s e lf  o f  b lo o d  a n d  cr im e  b e  fre e , 
A n d  to  o u r  k in  o f  e a r th  a n d  a ir  a n d  w o o d  
W e  t o o  ca n  b e  as  sa in ts  if w e  b u t  ch o o s e .

—  R o b e r t  R .  L o g a n .

W o r ld  P e a ce
M rs . F la v ia  B . M a c K e n z ie , 4 1 0 6  R u c k e r  A v e n u e , 

E v e r e t t ,  W a s h in g to n , w r ite s  t h a t  i f  y o u  are  s e a r c h 
in g  f o r  a C h r is tm a s  g i f t  w h ic h  is  in d iv id u a l, p r e t t y ,  
u se fu l a n d  y e t  c o s ts  n o  m o re  th a n  a  g re e t in g  c a rd , 
a b o o k m a r k  is  ju s t  th e  th in g . T h e s e  b o o k m a r k s  
c o s t  b u t  f iv e  ce n ts  e a c h  a n d  m a y  b e  h a d  in  a n y  
c o lo r  r ib b o n , w ith  a  f iv e  o r  s ix -le t te r  w o r d  o n  it . 
A ll  o f  th e  m o n e y  M rs . M a c K e n z ie  re ce iv e s  is tu r n e d  
in  t o  h e r  p e a c e  w o r k . W it h  e a ch  b o o k m a r k  c o m e s  
th e  p e a c e  m a n tra m  p r in te d  o n  a ca rd .

W  atch er
T h e  W a tc h e r  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  a n  a w a rd  t o  b e  m a d e  

a n n u a lly  t o  a  g r o u p  o r  in d iv id u a l fo r  o u ts ta n d in g  
a l l -a r o u n d  t h e o s o p h ic a l  s e r v ic e , a n d  t o  b e  k n o w n  
as t h e  M a x  W a r d a ll  M e m o r ia l ,  s h o u ld  r e ce iv e  a 
w id e  r e sp o n se  f r o m  th e  m e m b e rs h ip . W il l  M a x  
W a r d a ll ’ s fr ie n d s , a n d  h e  h a d  m a n y  lo y a l  o n e s  in  
th e  A m e r ic a n  s e c t io n , w r ite  th e  W a tc h e r  w h a t  t h e y  
th in k  o f  t h e  id e a ?  A d d r e s s  P . 0 .  B o x  50 , A t la n t a , 
G e o r g ia .

A r ts  a n d  C ra fts
C o u rse s  in  P u b l ic  S p e a k in g  a n d  in  C r e a t iv e  

D e s ig n  a re  b e in g  p re p a r e d  b y  th is  d e p a r tm e n t  
u n d e r  th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  M rs . J . D . M o o r e ,  J r ., 
R o u t e  2 , H o m e w o o d  S ta t io n , B irm in g h a m , A la 
b a m a . L e c tu r e s  o n  th e s e  s u b je c t s  h a v e  b e e n  g iv e n  
in  B ir m in g h a m  w ith  m a r k e d  su cce ss , a n d  t h e y  are 
b e in g  w r it t e n  w it h  th e  id e a  in  m in d  th a t  o u r  lo d g e s  
m a y  w ish  t o  a v a il  th e m s e lv e s  o f  th e se  co u rse s . 
I n fo r m a t io n  c o n c e r n in g  th e m  m a y  b e  h a d  b y  
w r it in g  t o  M r s . M o o r e .
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T h e  In n er Life
B y  CLARA M . CODD

T h e m e  f o r  t h e  m o n t h :
Spirituality.

T h o u g h t  f o r  t h e  m o n t h :
‘ ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God” — St. Matthew.
“ I f  a man say, ‘I  love God,’ and 
hate his fellow man, he is a liar”
— St. John. “ To live to benefit 
mankind is the first step.”  “ Self- 
knowledge is o f loving deeds the 
child"— Voice of the Silence.

T h e  l iv in g  o f  th e  in n er life  m ea n s n o t  o n ly  th e  
fix in g  o f  a  h ig h  a n d  s u b lim e  g o a l .  I t  m e a n s  g ro w th  
in  s p ir itu a lity .  W h a t  is s p ir itu a lity ?  P e rh a p s  it  
w ill m a k e  o u r  t h o u g h ts  c lea rer  t o  d e c id e  first  w h a t 
it  is  n o t .  T w o  th in g s  are  o ft e n  c o n fu s e d  w ith  sp ir it 
u a l p o w e r . O n e  is  p ie ty , o r  p e rh a p s  m o re  s t r ic t ly  
s p e a k in g , p ie to s it y . O n e  m a y  b e  v e r y  s t r ic t  in 
t h e  o b s e r v a n ce  o f  p io u s  d u tie s  a n d  y e t  n o t  p ossess  
o n e  o u n c e  o f  s p ir itu a lity .  T h e n  it  is  o f t e n  c o n fu se d  
w ith  th e  p o sse ss io n  o f  p s y c h ic  p o w e rs . A g a in  o n e  
m a y  b e  v e r y  p s y c h ic  a n d  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  n o t  in 
th e  le a s t  sp ir itu a l.

S p ir itu a lity  m e a n s  a g r o w in g  in tu it io n  o f  th e  
m o s t  fu n d a m e n ta l t ru th  in th e  w o r ld , th e  u n ity  o f  
a ll li fe , a sen se  o f  “ o th e rn e ss ”  in s te a d  o f  “ m e -n e s s .”  
A  w id e , l iv in g , s e n s it iv e  a w a re n e ss  o f  a ll e lse  in  
th e  u n iv e rse . I t  is  s o  d e lica te  a n d  fin e  t h a t  i t  ca n 
n o t  fa il t o  s h o w  in  th e  ch a ra c te r  as  a n  in cre a s in g  
d ig n ity  a n d  lo v e , an  a p p re c ia t io n  o f  a n d  in s ig h t 
in to  th in g s  w h ic h  is  rare . O f  w h a t  a v a il  in d e e d  
w o u ld  i t  b e  t o  b e  o n e  w ith  G o d , u n less  t h a t  a lso  
m e a n t , as  i t  d o e s , t h a t  w e  are  o n e  w ith  H is  c r e a t io n ?  
S o , as th e  I n it ia te  P a u l r ig h t ly  sa y s , th e  fr u its  o f  
th e  sp ir it , th e  e v id e n c e  o f  p o sse ss in g  s p ir itu a lity , 
a re  lo v e , j o y ,  lo n g -s u ffe r in g  p e a ce .

A g a in , th is  d o e s  n o t  m ea n  n e g a t iv ity , a  k in d  o f  
sp in e less  a c q u ie s c e n c e  in th e  a g g re ss iv e n e ss  o f  
o th e rs . N o  o n e  ca n  b e  so  s t r o n g , s o  in v in c ib le , as

th e  t ru ly  sp ir itu a l m a n . “ H is  s t r e n g th  is as th e  
s tre n g th  o f  t e n , b e ca u se  h is  h e a rt  is  p u r e .”  A n d  
t h a t  p u r ity  a n d  s tre n g th  arise  fr o m  a b se n ce  o f  
s e lf-re g a rd in g . I f  o n e ’s p e r s o n a lity  is  a  re la t iv e ly  
n e g lig ib le  q u a n t it y  t o  o n e , th e  ju d g m e n t  a n d  o u t 
lo o k  are  l ia b le  t o  b e  m u c h  s im p le r  a n d  tru e r . 
T h e  sp ir itu a l m a n  has n o  “ a x e s  t o  g r in d .”  N e ith e r  
w ill h e  b e  p e rs u a d e d  t o  g r in d  th o s e  o f  o th e r  
p e o p le .

S o  a ll g re a tn e ss  ta k e s  it s  r ise  h ere . P e rh a p s  it  is 
n o t  t o o  m u c h  t o  s a y  th a t  a ll  rea l w o r th  b e g in s  in 
s o m e  to u c h  o f  th e  sp ir itu a l m a n . N o t  o n ly  in 
t e g r ity  a n d  tru s tw o rth in e s s , b u t  e v e n  t ru e  b e a u ty  
a n d  c h a r m . T h e  I n d ia n  s c r ip tu r e s  s a y  t h a t  a n a m e 
less  a n d  irre s is t ib le  ch a rm  e x u d e s  fr o m  t h e  illu m i
n a te d  Y o g i ,  t o u c h in g  e v e n  th e  w ild  h e a rts  o f  th e  
b e a s ts  o f  th e  fo r e s ts . T h e  sp ir itu a l n a tu re  is  th e  
K in g  in  H is  b e a u t y  w ith in  e v e r y  o n e  o f  us, a n d  
a ll b e a u t y  a n d  a ll lo v a b le n e s s  is  G o d ,  f o r  lo v e  is 
th e  a n sw e r in g  r e sp o n se  t o  b e a u t y  in  th e  a b s tra c t . 
H e n ce  V is h n u , th e  lo v e  a s p e c t  o f  th e  H in d u  T r in ity , 
is  th e  h id d e n  s id e  o f  h is  sh a k t i  o r  c o n s o r t  L a k sh m i, 
b e a u t y  a n d  j o y .  B u t  t h a t  lo v e lie s t  o f  a ll se cre ts  is 
o n ly  g a in e d  b y  o u r  w illin g n e ss  t o  lo v e  a n d  se rv e  
w it h o u t  t h o u g h t  o f  re tu rn . O n ce  H .P .B .  tra n s la te d  
th e  w o r d s  o f  a  M a s te r  f o r  th e  A m e r ic a n  C o n v e n tio n  
o f  lo n g  y e a r s  a g o :

“ L e t  n o t  th e  fr u it  o f  g o o d  k a rm a  b e  y o u r  
m o t iv e ;  f o r  y o u r  k a r m a , g o o d  o r  b a d , b e in g  
o n e  a n d  t h e  c o m m o n  p r o p e r ty  o f  a ll m a n 
k in d , n o t h in g  g o o d  o r  b a d  ca n  h a p p e n  t o  y o u  
th a t  is n o t  sh a re d  b y  m a n y  o th e r s  . . .  T h e re  
is n o  h a p p in e s s  fo r  o n e  w h o  is  e v e r  th in k in g  
o f  s e lf  a n d  fo r g e t t in g  a ll o th e r  s e lv e s . T h e  
u n iv e rse  g ro a n s  u n d e r  th e  w e ig h t  o f  k a rm a , 
a n d  n o n e  o t h e r  th a n  se lf-sa c r ific ia l k a rm a  re
lie v e s  it . T h e n  d o  as  th e  g o d s  w h e n  in ca r 
n a te d  d o .  F e e l y o u r s e lv e s  th e  v e h ic le s  o f  the  
w h o le  h u m a n it y , m a n k in d  as p a r t  o f  y o u r 
se lv e s , a n d  a c t  a c c o r d in g ly .”

C l o r o  M .  C o d d

Flowers
W o r d  t h a t  is  tru e  a n d  v o ic e  t h a t  is  k in d , 
T h o u g h t  t h a t  is  ju s t  f r o m  a  se lfle s s  m in d , 
H e lp  t h a t  is  s w if t  a n d  h u r t  th a t  is  sp a re d , 
G r ie f th a t  is  h id  a n d  j o y  t h a t  is  sh a re d  —

T h e s e  b e  th e  flo w e rs  t h a t  I  cu ll th is  d a y , 
S m ilin g  a t  e v e  in  T h y  h a n d  to  la y .

—  C . J .
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P erson al O p in io n s
. By L . W . R o g e r s

New Jersey Again
I n  th e  p re v io u s  issue i t  w a s  p ro m is e d  t o  g iv e  

h ere  th e  r e su lt  o f  th e  a t te m p t  t o  g e t  s o m e  n ew  
b lo o d  in t o  th e  N e w a r k  L o d g e ;  b u t  u n fo r tu n a te ly  
th e  le t te r  c o n ta in in g  th e  d e ta ils , w h ic h  a m e m b e r  
u n d e r to o k  t o  w r ite  a fte r  th e  re su lts  w ere  k n o w n , 
h a s  n o t  r e a ch e d  m e . T h a t  is  n o t  a lt o g e th e r  su r 
p r is in g , f o r  w h e n  on e  is c h a n g in g  h is  a d d re ss  
tw ice  a w e e k  a le t te r  w h ich  is o n ly  a fe w  h o u rs  
t o o  la te  a t  o n e  p o in t  m a y  fo l lo w  a lo n g  a n d  b e  a 
b it  t o o  la te  a t  o th e r s . I t  ca n  o n ly  b e  sa id  th a t  
se v e ra l a p p lic a t io n s  fo r  m e m b e rs h ip  h a d  b e e n  
s ig n e d  b e tw e e n  th e  c lose  o f  th e  fin a l le c tu re  a n d  
t ra in  t im e , a n d  th a t  th ere  w a s  a g r o u p  o f  p r o b a b ly  
tw e n t y - f iv e  a t te n d in g  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  class 
a fte r  th e  le c tu re , b u t  I  h a v e  n o  m e a n s  o f  k n o w in g  
h o w  m a n y  w e re  m e m b e rs  a n d  h o w  m a n y  w e re  
th in k in g  o n ly  o f  e n ro llin g  in  th e  c la ss  fo r  s t u d y .

A ft e r  th e  o p e n in g  le c tu re  o n  S u n d a y  n ig h t  the  
a t te n d a n c e  d r o p p e d  t o  13 5  b y  a c tu a l c o u n t , 
w h ich  m e a n s  t h a t  th e  cu r io u s  w h o  c o m e  o n ly  
o n c e  h a d  b e e n  e lim in a te d , th o u g h  o f  co u rse  
S u n d a y  n ig h t  n e a r ly  a lw a y s  g iv e s  th e  b e s t  a u d ie n ce  
b e ca u se  so  m a n y  m o re  p e o p le  are  th e n  fr e e  to  
a t te n d . T h e  a u d ie n ce  fo r  th e  fo u r  w e e k  n ig h ts  
re m a in e d  c o n s ta n t , v a r y in g  b y  o n ly  a b o u t  fr o m  
th ree  t o  f iv e . T h e r e fo r e  th e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  w e 
h a d  t o  d ra w  fr o m  w a s a b o u t  135 less  th e  o ld  
m e m b e rs  a n d  th a t  fr in g e  o f  im p o s s ib le s  w h o  lis ten  
r e s p e c t fu lly  b u t  n e v e r  jo in  a n y th in g . (B u t  p e r 
h a p s  t h e y  w ill b e  r e a d y  b y  th e  t im e  t h e y  re tu rn  
in  th e  n e x t  in c a r n a t io n .)  T h e  c o n s e r v a t is m  o f  
th e  c i t y  m a y  b e  se e n  fr o m  th e  f a c t  t h a t  a q u a r te r  
as  m u c h  a d v e r t is in g  in  a m id d le  w e ste rn  c i t y  o f  
h a lf  th e  p o p u la t io n  h a s g iv e n  u s  s o m e  o f  o u r  
m o s t  s u cce ss fu l lo d g e s .

A  c o u p le  o f  d a y s  a fte r  I  le ft  D r . R o e s t  a r r iv e d  
fo r  fo l lo w -u p  w o r k  in  a n e w  h a ll t h a t  th e  lo d g e  
h a d  ta k e n  f o r  a  p e rm a n e n t  m e e t in g  p la ce , a n d  n o  
d o u b t  it  is  n o w  g o in g  fo r w a r d  w ith  e n th u s ia sm .

One M onopoly Crumbling
A s  T h e o s o p h is t s  w e  d o  n o t  r e jo ic e  w h e n  m is 

fo r tu n e  o v e r ta k e s  a n y b o d y .  B u t  it  is s a id  th a t  
c o n fe s s io n  is  g o o d  f o r  t h e  s o u l, a n d  I  m u s t  a d m it  
th a t  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  h a p p e n in g  t o  th e  p o w e r  t ru s t  
r e c e n t ly  h a s  g iv e n  m e  g e n u in e  s a t is fa c t io n .

A l l  th e  g re a t  m o n o p o lie s  a re  b a d  e n o u g h  o n  th e  
m o ra l s id e  o f  th in g s , b u t  th e  p o w e r  t ru s t  h a s b e e n  
p a r t ic u la r ly  re p re h e n s ib le . N o t  sa t is fie d  w it h  a 
c o s t ly  lo b b y in g  m a ch in e  in  C o n g re s s  (S e n a to r

C o u se n s , o f  M ich ig a n , fo rm e r  p a r tn e r  o f  H e n r y  
F o r d , r e c e n t ly  p u b l ic a l ly  d e c la re d  h e  c o u ld  n a m e  
t h ir ty  s e n a to rs  w h o  w ere  c o n t ro lle d  b y  th e  p o w e r  
t r u s t ) ,  n o t  c o n te n t  w ith  le g a lly  filch in g  h u n d re d s  
o f  m illio n s  o f  d o lla r s  fr o m  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  th r o u g h  o v e r ch a r g e s  f o r  lig h t  a n d  
h e a t  a n d  p o w e r , i t  s e t  o u t  t o  d e i fy  its  n e fa r io u s  
w o r k  th r o u g h  th e  c o r r u p t in g  o f  te a ch e rs  a n d  th e  
c o n t r o l  o f  t e x t  b o o k s  in  th e  s c h o o ls .  I t s  e x p o s u re  
in  t h a t  p a r t icu la r  e x p lo i t  h a d  n o t  th e  s lig h te s t  
e f fe c t  o n  its  c a re e r  o f  p lu n d e r . B u t  n o w  it  h a s 
fa lle n  o n  e v il  d a y s  th ro u g h  th e  c o u r s e  o f  th e  
g o v e r n m e n t  in  p r o m o t in g  p o w e r  p la n ts  t o  s e rv e  
th e  p e o p le  a t  h o n e s t  p r ic e s . T h e  T e n n e sse e  V a lle y  
p r o je c t  h a s b e g u n  to  m a k e  its l ig h t  a n d  p o w e r  c o n 
t ra c ts  a n d  t h e y  t h r o w  a f lo o d  o f  l ig h t  u p o n  th e  
le g a liz e d  r o b b e r y  f r o m  w h ich  w e  h a v e  b e e n  su ffe r 
in g .

T r u e  t o  its  in n e rm o s t  n a tu re , th e  p o w e r  tru st, 
w h en  it  sa w  w h a t  w a s  co m in g , p u t  o n  d e te rm in e d  
c a m p a ig n s  t o  p r e v e n t  th e  m u n ic ip a lit ie s  ta k in g  
p o w e r  fr o m  th e  g o v e r n m e n t ’s  p la n t . I n  s o m e  in 
s ta n c e s  t h e y  a c t u a lly  s u c c e e d e d  in  in d u c in g  th e  
b e w ild e r e d  p e o p le  t o  v o t e  a g a in st  th e ir  o w n  in te r 
e s ts ! B u t  th e  c i t y  o f  K n o x v il le  w a s  n o t  so  e a s ily  
d e lu d e d , a n d  m o s t  in te re s tin g  fa c t s  h a v e  c o m e  to  
lig h t  in  th e  fo r c e d  su rre n d e r  o f  t h e  t ru s t . I t  n o w  
tra n sp ire s  t h a t  th e  lo c a l  p o w e r  c o m p a n y  a d d e d  
“ w a te r ”  t o  its  s t o c k  o n  o n e  o c c a s io n  t o  th e  a m o u n t  
o f  fo u r  a n d  a h a lf  m ill io n  d o lla r s  a n d  in  th e  fo u r  
y e a rs  s in ce  h a s p a id  d iv id e n d s  o n  t h a t  fic t it io u s  
s t o c k  t o  th e  a m o u n t  o f  $ 8 4 6 ,0 0 0 ! I t  a lso  h a d  a 
s t re e t  r a ilw a y  t h a t  w a s  lo s in g  m o n e y , b u t  i t  h a d  
a b o o k  v a lu a t io n  o f  o v e r  fo u r  m ill io n  d o lla rs  a n d  
th e  g e n t le  t ru s t  w a s  p a y in g  8 %  o n  t h a t !  W h e re  
d id  t h e y  g e t  th e  m o n e y  to  a llo w  th e m s e lv e s  su ch  
r ich  re tu rn s  o n  a  b u s in e ss  th a t  w a s  a c t u a lly  lo s in g  
m o n e y ?  I t  ca m e , o f  co u rse , f r o m  th e  o v e r ch a r g e s  
fo r  e le c t r ic ity .

T h e  r e d u c t io n  in  l ig h t  a n d  p o w e r  ra tes  b r o u g h t  
a b o u t  b y  th e  g o v e r n m e n t ’s p la n t  is  s a id  t o  e x ce e d  
3 4 % .  T h e  S c r ip p s -H o w a r d  n e w s p a p e r  s y n d ic a te  
h a s  c o m p ile d  s ta t is t ic s  t o  s h o w  t h a t  th u s  fa r  th e  
g o v e r n m e n t ’s  T e n n e sse e  V a l le y  e n te rp r ise  h a s 
fo r c e d  r e d u c t io n s  in  th e  ra tes  o f  th e  p r iv a te  u t i l i t y  
c o m p a n ie s  a m o u n t in g  t o  sixteen million dollars a 
year. A n d  th a t  re la te s  to  a s m a ll  p a r t  o f  th e  
c o u n tr y . I n  o t h e r  w o r d s , th a t  in d ic a te s  th e  a m o u n t  
th is  p a r t ic u la r  m o n o p o ly  w as le g a lly  filch in g  fr o m  
a s m a ll p a r t  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  th e  n a t io n  a n n u a lly . 
B a r n u m  s a id  th a t  th e  A m e r ic a n  p e o p le  l ik e d  t o  b e  
“ h u m b u g g e d .”  T h e y  m u s t  a lso  e n jo y  b e in g  r o b b e d  
o r  t h e y  w o u ld  h a v e  tu rn e d  th e ir  w r a th  u p o n  th e  
p o w e r  t ru s t  y e a r s  a g o .
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What Lodges Are Doing
Our members m il note the increased space 

devoted to lodge activities. Gradually there is a 
growth in the number o f lodges reporting. Only 
a bare outline is possible in the space available, 
except where unusual activities demand special 
treatment, but the essence and synthesis of every 
report is offered here for the general interest o f our 
members.

Some lodges send in only their programs. In  
addition to sending in lodge programs and 
bulletins, what should be reported, as succinctly 
and yet attractively as possible, are the unusual, 
progressive, new and special features o f the lodge 
work, and especially experimental work that is 
showing interesting results. This should be a 
column o f live news items which would make 
theosophicat headlines and denote growth, enter
prise and interest.

There are sim  many lodges doing things 
worthy o f report from whom we have yet to hear. 
Synthesized and sparkling reports from lodge 
publicity agents and official correspondents are 
always welcome.

—Sidney A. Cook

Atlanta Lodge is conducting a series of public 
lectures, which is being well attended and which 
it is believed will be the means of enlarging the 
lodge. Several of the members are qualified to 
give talks to the public, and the response to 
newspaper announcements has been very en
couraging. Nine members of Atlanta Lodge 
journeyed to Birmingham on Armistice Day to 
visit the lodge there and to further cement the 
goodwill and interest between the lodges.

Besant Lodge (Hollywood): Several new mem
bers were welcomed into the lodge during October 
with the initiation ceremony written by Dr. 
Besant. The president, Mrs. Gladys Goudey, 
presented each new member with a floral emblem 
and spoke impressive words of welcome. Pro
ceeds from a banquet on October 30 were used 
to cover national dues of members temporarily 
unable to pay.

Besant Lodge (Seattle) sends this interesting 
account of its new work: "In carrying out the 
Greater American Plan, the members conceived 
the idea of making their lodge more of an educa
tional center, with classes conducted along aca
demic lines. We therefore renamed the lodge 
‘The Besant School of Theosophy.’ When we 
began our fall work Miss Julia K. Sommer, who 
is well known for her work along higher progressive 
educational lines, was asked to assist us. She 
responded to our call and spent three weeks with 
us helping to arrange our classes and getting them

well under way, for which we are very grateful. 
There is now a class in astrology and one in 
psychology, using the textbooks of the best 
psychologist of the day, in conjunction with the 
psychology as taught by Dr. Besant. There is 
an ancient history class, in which the latest findings 
of science regarding the age of the earth, etc., 
are studied in conjunction with the rounds and 
races as taught by Theosophy. We find that 
these classes have attracted considerable atten
tion and we have been surprised at the large 
attendance. The regular lodge meetings follow 
somewhat the form of an H.P.B. Training Class, 
using The Ancient Wisdom  for a textbook and 
each member giving a five-minute talk on the 
part of the lesson assigned to him. We also have 
Sunday evening public lectures, which have been 
well attended. We are all very enthusiastic over 
our School of Theosophy and have great dreams 
for its future.”

Besant Lodge (Tulsa) writes that it looks 
back proudly on its work in the hottest summer 
of its history. Members’ study meetings were 
continued and three new members were taken 
into the lodge during that period. The winter 
work was well begun with a very successful 
series of lectures by Dr. Pickett. Saturday 
luncheons of waffles and coffee, to aid the Federa
tion in sending Bishop Hampton into new terri
tory on his visit to Tulsa about the first of next 
year, have been so successful that they will
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p r o b a b ly  b e  c o n t in u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  se a s o n . 
T h e  lo d g e  is  lo o k in g  fo r w a r d  t o  a v is i t  fr o m  
B is h o p  H a m p t o n  th e  m id d le  o f  D e c e m b e r . A  
H a llo w e e n  p a r ty , g iv e n  d u r in g  D r . P ic k e t t ’s  v is it  
w a s  a  m o s t  h ila r io u s  a ffa ir . T h e  c o s tu m e s  w ere  
e x c e p t io n a lly  o r ig in a l a n d  p r o v o k e d  m u c h  m e rr i
m e n t . T h e r e  w e r e  fo r tu n e s  a n d  d e lic io u s  re fre sh 
m e n ts  o f  g in g e rb re a d  a n d  c o ffe e . T h e  m e m b e r s  
a re  n o w  e n e r g e t ic a l ly  w o r k in g  o n  a  b a z a a r  t o  b e  
h e ld  D e c e m b e r  7  a n d  8.

C a s p e r  L o d g e  (W y o m in g ) :  A  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  
o n  " T h e  S e v e n  R a y s ,”  as  s u g g e s te d  in  T h e  

A m e r i c a n  T h e o s o p h i s t ,  w a s  s ta r te d  w h e n  th e  
lo d g e  re su m e d  a c t iv i t ie s  a fte r  its  s u m m e r  v a c a t io n .  
T h e  m e e t in g s  a re  h e ld  a t  th e  h o m e s  o f  v a r io u s  
m e m b e r s  a n d  th e  a t te n d a n c e  h a s  b e e n  e x c e p 
t io n a lly  g o o d .  S u n d a y  e v e n in g  p u b l ic  le c tu re s  
b e g a n  in  O c to b e r . T h e s e  le c tu re s  a re  g iv e n  b y  
th e  m e m b e rs , a n d  s p e c ia l  m u s ic  a n d  o t h e r  fe a tu re s  
a d d  t o  th e  in te re s t  o f  t h e  p ro g ra m s . A  c lu b  fo r  
y o u n g  p e o p le  in te r e s te d  in  T h e o s o p h y  h a s  r e ce n t ly  
b e e n  o r g a n iz e d , w ith  a  m e m b e rs h ip  o f  e ig h t .

C h i c a g o  L o d g e  h a d  t h e  p lea su re  o f  a n  e v e n in g  
w ith  D r .  a n d  M r s . 0 .  E .  S ta rk  o f  S u m a tra , w h o  
ta lk e d  a b o u t  th e  C e n te r  a t  H u iz e n  a n d  sh o w e d  
s o m e  v e r y  in te r e s t in g  m o v in g  p ic tu re s  o f  th e  
p e o p le  a n d  a c t iv it ie s  th e re . H a llo w e ’ en  w a s  a p 
p r o p r ia t e ly  c e le b r a te d  b y  a su p p e r  in  th e  lo d g e  
r o o m s  fo l lo w e d  b y  a c o s tu m e  p a r ty . T h e  r o o m s  
w ere  b e a u t i fu l ly  d e c o r a t e d  a n d  th e  e n te r ta in m e n t  
c o m m it t e e  w a s  m o s t  e n e rg e t ic  in  p r o v id in g  fo r  
th e  p le a su re  o f  th e  g u e s ts .

D a y t o n  L o d g e  w r ite s  th a t  i t  is  fu n c t io n in g  
w ith  n e w  life  t h is  s e a s o n . T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a 
n in e ty -e ig h t  p e r  c e n t  a t te n d a n c e  a t  th e  m e m b e r s ’ 
m e e t in g s , a n d  t w o  p u b l ic  le c tu re s  b y  B is h o p  
H a m p to n  r e c e n t ly  w e r e  w ell a t te n d e d , w it h  g o o d  
p u b l ic i t y  g iv e n  in  th e  lo c a l n e w sp a p e rs . T h e  
lo d g e  is  p la n n in g  t o  u s e  an o u t lin e  su g g e s te d  b y  
th e  F e d e r a t io n  p re s id e n t , M r . J a m e s  S . P e rk in s , 
J r ., in  s t u d y in g  th o r o u g h ly  th e  c r im e  s itu a t io n , 
a n d  t o  t h a t  e n d  t w o  lo c a l  ju d g e s  h a v e  b e e n  in 
v i t e d  t o  b e  p re s e n t  a t  a n  o p e n  m e e t in g  t o  g iv e  
th e ir  v ie w s  o n  th e  s itu a t io n . T h e  m e m b e rs  fee l 
t h a t  in  th is  w a y  t h e y  w ill g a in  s o m e  k n o w le d g e  
as t o  w h a t  is  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  a  s o lu t io n  o f  th e  
p ro b le m .

C o l o r a d o  L o d g e  (D e n v e r )  h a d  a  d e lig h tfu l 
s o c ia l  e v e n in g  r e c e n t ly . T h e r e  w a s  a  d e lic io u s  
v e g e ta r ia n  d in n e r  a r r a n g e d  b y  M is s  L o la  H o llis te r , 
fo l lo w e d  b y  a m o s t  e n te r ta in in g  p ro g r a m . M is s  
A d a  M a r ie  C a s to r  sa n g  a  s o lo  o f  O m a r  K h a y y a m ; 
D r .  M . K .  N a k o s te e n , a  D e n v e r  U n iv e r s it y  p r o 
fe s s o r  fr o m  P e rs ia , g a v e  a  ta lk  o n  “ T h e  R e lig io n  
o f  A n c ie n t  a n d  M o d e r n  P e rs ia ” ; t h e  R e v .  a n d  
M r s . T e f f t ,  o f  B o u ld e r , sa n g  a  v o c a l  s e le c t io n ; 
a n d  M is s  L o u is e  H a w th o rn e  e n te r ta in e d  w ith  
S p a n ish  d a n ce s .

D e t r o i t  L o d g e  h a s  b e e n  r e c e iv in g  a  f lo o d  o f  
in s p ir a t io n  fr o m  se v e ra l le c tu re rs : M r .  R o g e rs , 
M r .  K u n z  a n d  D r . K u h n . A  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  
h a v e  b e c o m e  in te r e s te d  in  T h e o s o p h y  th r o u g h  
th e se  p re s e n ta tio n s , a n d  a s  a r e su lt  th e re  a re  tw o  
w e e k ly  e le m e n ta r y  cla sses , w ell a t t e n d e d ;  a n d  
th e  p re s id e n t , M r .  E .  N o r m a n  P e a rs o n , a ls o  h a s

a n  a d v a n c e d  c la ss  w h ic h  a t t r a c t s  a  la rg e  a n d  
e a rn e s t  g r o u p .

G e n e s e e  L o d g e  (R o c h e s t e r ) :  D r .  R o e s t ’s  v is it  
t o  G e n e se e  L o d g e  w a s  a  g r e a t  p le a su re  t o  a ll th e  
m e m b e rs , w h o  h a v e  b e e n  h e a r te n e d  b y  h is  
p re s e n ce  a n d  h a v e  p ro f ite d  b y  h is  c o u n se l. D r . 
R o e s t  m e t  a ls o  a  n u m b e r  o f  s m a ll g r o u p s  o f  n o n 
m e m b e r s , a m o n g  th e m  a  l it t le  g r o u p  o f  co lle g e  
s tu d e n ts  w h o  h a d  e x p re ss e d  a w ish  t o  s t u d y  
T h e o s o p h y .  M iss  S a ra h  K it c h e n  r e c e n t ly  g a v e  
th re e  ta lk s  o n  e v o lu t io n ,  s h o w in g  s o m e  in te re s tin g  
s lid e s  o f  t h e  w o r ld  as  it  u s e d  t o  b e  in  p re h is to r ic  
a g e s , a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  F ie ld  M u s e u m  in  C h ic a g o . 
C o p ie s  o f  D r .  A r u n d a le ’ s n e w  b o o k le t  The Spirit 
of Youth a re  b e in g  d is tr ib u te d  t o  a ll th e  m e m b e rs .

H a m i l t o n  L o d g e  (O h io )  a c t e d  as h o s t  t o  th e  
O h io  F e d e r a t io n  o n  S u n d a y , O c t o b e r  2 1 , o n  w h ich  
o c c a s io n  B is h o p  H a m p t o n  w a s  th e  p r in c ip a l 
s p e a k e r . H e  re m a in e d  in  H a m ilt o n  f o r  a  series 
o f  th re e  le c tu re s  fo l lo w in g  th e  F e d e r a t io n  m e e t in g .

H a r m o n y  L o d g e  (T o le d o )  m e e ts  e v e r y  S u n 
d a y  m o rn in g  fo r  a d e v o t io n a l  s e r v ic e  a n d  p u b lic  
le c tu re . E v e r y  W e d n e s d a y  e v e n in g  a t  7 :1 5  a 
cla ss  in  " E t h i c s ”  is  h e ld , a n d  a t  8 o ’ c lo c k  a  s tu d y  
cla ss  a n d  d is cu s s io n  o f  T h e o s o p h y  a n d  it s  r e la t io n  
t o  w o r ld  p ro b le m s .

H e l e n a  L o d g e  (M o n t a n a )  r e p o r t s :  “ T h e  cau se  
o f  T h e o s o p h y  r e ce iv e d  a g r e a t  im p e tu s  h ere  
N o v e m b e r  4 a n d  5 , w h e n  M r .  R o g e r s , b e lo v e d  
b y  a ll T h e o s o p h is t s ,  a p p e a re d  u n d e r  th e  a u sp ice s  
o f  o u r  lo d g e .  I n  a d v a n c e  o f  M r .  R o g e r s ’  v is it , 
th e  le c tu re s  w e re  a d v e r t is e d  b y  la rg e  a t tr a c t iv e  
w in d o w  c a rd s  p la ce d  in  a d v a n ta g e o u s  p la ce s  a b o u t  
th e  c i t y ,  a n d  b y  a  se r ies  o f  n e w s  s to r ie s  p u b lish e d  
in  th e  d a i ly  p ress . I n  a d d it io n , m o r e  th a n  20 0  
s p e c ia l p o s tc a r d  in v it a t io n s  w e re  m a ile d  t o  a 
s e le c te d  l is t . M r .  R o g e r s  s p o k e  in  th e  F irs t  
B a p t is t  C h u rc h , w h ic h  h a s  a s e a t in g  c a p a c it y  o f 
2 5 0 , a n d  w h ic h  w a s  w e ll f ille d  o n  e a c h  o c ca s io n . 
E x c e l le n t  m u s ic  w a s  p r o v id e d ,  t h e  lo d g e  se c r e ta r y  
s p o k e  b r ie f ly  o n  t h e  S o c ie t y  a n d  it s  o b je c t s ,  a n d  
th e  p re s id e n t  o f  H e le n a  L o d g e  p re s id e d  a n d  in 
t r o d u c e d  M r .  R o g e rs . T h e  a u d ie n ce s  w e re  a t te n 
t iv e  t o  e v e r y  w o r d  a n d  se e m e d  lo a th  t o  d e p a rt . 
A  s t u d y  cla ss  w a s  o r g a n iz e d  fo l lo w in g  th e  le c tu re s . 
H is  v is it  w a s  an  in s p ir a t io n  t o  a ll, a n d  it s  im p ress  
w ill, i t  is  h o p e d , l in g e r  lo n g  a n d  m a rk  a  tu rn in g  
p o in t  in  th e  th e o s o p h ic a l  a c t iv it ie s  o f  M o n t a n a ’s 
c a p ita l .”

I n d i a n a p o l i s  L o d g e :  O n  F o u n d e r s ’  D a y ,  N o 
v e m b e r  17 , th e  m e m b e r s  m e t  a t  t h e  h o m e  o f  the  
p re s id e n t, M rs . E s te lle  E .  E s h b a c h , f o r  a su p p e r  
a n d  a  p ro g r a m  in  h o n o r  o f  M a d a m e  B la v a t s k y  
a n d  C o lo n e l  O lc o t t ,  e a c h  m e m b e r  te llin g  s o m e 
th in g  in te re s t in g  a b o u t  th e  fo u n d e rs .

M a d i s o n  L o d g e :  M is s  A n it a  H e n k e l a n d  M r. 
F re d  W e r t h  w ere  w ith  th e  lo d g e  o n  O c t o b e r  25 
a n d  2 6 . A t  a m e m b e r s ’  m e e t in g  o n  t h e  e v e n in g  
o f  th e  2 5 th  M is s  H e n k e l s h o w e d  v ie w s  o f  O lc o t t .  
S h e  a d d re s s e d  a g r o u p  o f  m e m b e r s  o n  th e  a f te r 
n o o n  o f  th e  2 6 th  a n d  a m e m b e r s ’  m e e t in g  in  the  
e v e n in g . T h e  lo d g e  w a s  p le a se d  t o  h a v e  M iss  
H e n k e l a n d  M r . W e r t h  a n d  h o p e s  t h a t  t h e y  w ill 
r e tu rn  s o o n .
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Medford Lodge: Miss Sommer gave two
public lectures at the Women’s Club room in the 
City Hall October 23 and 24. There was good 
music, contributed by a professional singer, pre
ceding the lecture each night. Miss Sommer 
also addressed a members’ meeting on October 
24. Her visit was enjoyed very much and the 
lodge would be happy to have her visit Medford 
again.

New York Lodge issues an exceptionally live 
and attractive bulletin, which gives many de
lightful news items concerning the members as 
well as the activities of the lodge. The season 
was begun very auspiciously, with a brief visit 
from Mr. Jinarajadasa, a series of lectures by 
Mr. Rogers and one public talk by Bishop Hamp
ton. Mr. and Mrs. Kunz returned to New York 
on October 19, and the various seminars and 
classes are once more flourishing under Mr. Kunz’ 
direction. Mr. Kunz is giving an interesting 
series of talks on Friday evenings, and it has been 
announced that Mr. and Mrs. Kunz will take an 
active part in the members’ meetings, which are 
to be devoted this season to a study of “The 
Origin and Purpose of the T. S.”  Dr. Roest 
gave two talks recently which were much enjoyed 
both by members and the public.

Oklahoma City Lodge: Plans are under way 
for a Christmas bazaar on December 9, and the 
members are all working busily to make it a 
success. The weekly dinners given last season 
have been discontinued due to the illness of two 
of those who did the cooking, and other means 
for filling the treasury are being devised.

Omaha Lodge: The people of Omaha had the 
pleasure of hearing Bishop Hampton in a series 
of three lectures, under the auspices of Omaha 
Lodge, on November 5, 6 and 7, in the Crystal 
Room of the Rome Hotel. An unusual feature 
was the music furnished on the first evening by 
the Y. M. C. A. Little Symphony Orchestra, 
directed by Mr. Dante Picciotti.

Progress Lodge (Omaha): A series of public 
lectures on “ Esoteric Christianity”  is to be given 
on Sunday afternoons during this season by Mr. 
Warren Watters, president of Progress Lodge.

Pythagoras Lodge (Cincinnati) started its fall 
season in attractive new quarters in the very 
center of the city in one of the finest hotels. The 
first lecture of the season was given by the presi
dent; and Bishop Hampton was with the lodge

for two public lectures and a members’ meeting 
October 24 and 25.

Sacramento Lodge enjoyed a two-day visit 
from Miss Sommer on October 26 and 27. She 
gave an address to the weekly Enquirers’ Class on 
“ Education for Leisure,”  and a public lecture, 
“ Man, Whence, Whither and Why.”  Miss Som
mer was greatly appreciated and made many 
friends, some of whom were particularly interested 
in the educational aspect of her work.

Seattle Lodge of the Inner Light reports 
that its winter plans are well under way and that 
the present location is bringing a new clientele 
to the library. The present schedule includes 
two open meetings a week — a Sunday evening 
class in “ The Ancient Wisdom,” conducted by 
Mr. Thomas G. Yerex, and a series of talks on 
“ Occultism and Life”  given on Friday evenings 
by the president, Mr. Charles Berst. Both meet
ings are proving popular and profitable. During 
the fall season the lodge has been favored with 
several lectures by Mr. Kunz, Miss Sommer« and 
Mr. Rogers.

St. Paul Lodge has been unusually active this 
fall. Miss Sommer, Mr. Kunz, Miss Henkel and 
Mr. Rogers have visited the lodge. A vegetarian 
dinner and entertainment, with an attendance of 
seventy-five, were given on October 20. The study 
class, under the direction of Mrs. Mary Boxell, is 
well attended this year.

Syracuse Lodge is very enthusiastic over its 
recent revival, which was brought about largely 
by the Greater America Plan and the activities of 
Dr. Roest. The lodge now has new, centrally lo
cated quarters, with a seating capacity of about 
sixty. The room has been freshly decorated, and 
new rugs, lamps and reading table add to its 
beauty. Special credit for the attractiveness of the 
quarters is due Mrs. Linda Tobey, Mrs. Grace 
Paine and Miss Minnie Holmes, who made lovely 
curtains and overdrapes and upholstered two chairs 
for the speaker’s table. Dr. Roest was much pleased 
with the whole effect when he visited the lodge early 
in October. The hall was filled to capacity for Dr. 
Roest’s public lectures, and several new members 
were added during his visit and shortly following it. 
An interesting program for the members’ meetings 
has been planned, and a beginners’ class, instruc
ted by Mrs. Helen Stark, now has an attendance of 
twelve non-members.

Mail copy for the above columns not later than the 15th of 
the month.

The third aspect of the Supreme, in Becoming, 
is a manifestation of Beauty in all His works — 
His activity is indeed Beauty. The Ancient 
Wisdom declares this universal fact.

—  A n n ie  B e s a n t
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T h e o so p h ica l News and N otes
Inform ation About Lecturers

W h a t  w a s  w r it te n  o n  “ C o o p e r a t io n  in L e c tu r e  
I t in e r a r ie s ”  in  o u r  O c to b e r  n u m b e r  h a s  b r o u g h t  
s o m e  q u e s t io n s  o n  p o in ts  w h ic h  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  
c le a r  f o r  th e  in fo r m a t io n  o f  a ll lo d g e s  a n d  f o r  th e  
s a k e  o f  fa ir  t r e a tm e n t  o f  a ll w h o  w o r k  in th e  fie ld .

I t  d o e s  n o t  y e t  s e e m  to  be  c le a r  t o  s o m e  t h a t  a ll 
le c tu re rs  d o  n o t  t r a v e l  u n d e r  t h e  s a m e  fin a n c ia l 
a rra n g e m e n ts , a n d  th e r e  h a v e  b e e n  re ce n t  e x p re s 
s io n s  o f  su rp r ise  t h a t  t h e  c o n t r ib u t io n s  w h ic h  th e  
lo d g e s  m a k e  t o  le c tu re rs  fr o m  c o l le c t io n s  o r  o t h e r 
w ise  a re  n o t  a ll se n t  t o  H e a d q u a r te r s . T h e y  s h o u ld  
n o t  a ll b e  so  r e m it te d , fo r  as  th e  a r t ic le  in  o u r  
O c t o b e r  n u m b e r  e x p la in e d , a ll le c tu re rs  a re  n o t  
r e m u n e r a te d  th r o u g h  H e a d q u a r te r s .

T h e r e  a re  r e a lly  fo u r  c la s s if ic a t io n s  o f  p e o p le  
t r a v e l in g  a m o n g  o u r  lo d g e s .

O n e  g r o u p  co n s is ts  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  L e c tu r e r s  a n d  
o t h e r  w o r k e r s  w h o  p a y  th e ir  o w n  w a y  a n d  g e n e ra lly  
m a k e  th e ir  o w n  a r ra n g e m e n ts  w it h  th e  lo d g e s . 
A m o n g  th e s e  a re : L .  W .  R o g e rs , F r it z  K u n z , 
B is h o p  H a m p to n , J u lia  K . S o m m e r . T h e s e  r e ce iv e  
n o  p a y m e n t  fr o m  H e a d q u a r te r s . T h e y  h a v e  t o  
m e e t  th e ir  o w n  l iv in g  a n d  t ra v e l in g  e x p e n se s  o u t  
o f  th e  d ir e c t  p ro c e e d s  o f  th e ir  w o r k , a n d  t h e y  are  
e n t it le d  t o  a ll th a t  th e  lo d g e s  ca n  g iv e  th e m  t o  m e e t  
th e se  e x p e n se s . S o m e  o f  th o s e  m e n t io n e d  a b o v e  
g iv e  th e ir  t im e  w h o lly  t o  w o r k  f o r  th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  
S o c ie t y ;  s o m e  are e n g a g e d  p a r t ly  in  o t h e r  a c t iv it ie s . 
S o m e  w o r k  o n ly  in  th e  la rg e  c it ie s , d e p e n d in g  u p o n  
la rg e  a u d ie n ce s  a n d  w e ll o r g a n iz e d  le c tu re  a r ra n g e 
m e n ts  t o  m e e t  th e  la rg e r  e x p e n se  o f  b ig - c i t y  w o r k . 
B u t  w h e th e r  w o r k in g  in  la rg e  o r  s m a ll  c it ie s , t h e y  
all n e e d  a n d  are e n t it le d  t o  th e  b e s t  s u p p o r t  th a t  
lo d g e s  ca n  o ffe r  t o w a r d  th e  e x p e n s e  w h ich  t h e y  
a ssu m e  f o r  tra ve l a n d  le c tu r in g  w it h o u t  g u a ra n te e  
o f  r e tu rn . T h e ir  c o n t in u e d  a c t iv i t y  d e p e n d s  u p o n  
a d e q u a te  c o n t r ib u t io n  fr o m  t h o s e  w ith  w h o m  th e y  
w o r k .

T h e  s e c o n d  g r o u p  in c lu d e s  t h e  fu l ly  p a id  H e a d 
q u a r te r s  r e p re se n ta tiv e s , D r . R o e s t  a n d  M iss  
H e n k e l. F o r  th is  g r o u p  H e a d q u a r te r s  a d v a n c e s  a ll 
e x p e n se s , b u t  th e y  t o o  a re  e n t it le d  t o  r e ce iv e  a ll 
th a t  th e  lo d g e s  ca n  c o n tr ib u te , f o r  su ch  c o n t r i 
b u t io n s  t o  th e m  a re  r e tu rn e d  t o  H e a d q u a r te r s  t o  
h e lp  t o  p a y  th e  a d v a n c e s . S o m e  lo d g e s  p re fe r  to  
r e m it  d ir e c t ly  to  H e a d q u a r te r s , b u t  in  a n y  e v e n t , 
a ll t h a t  th e se  le c tu re rs  e a rn  t o w a r d  th e ir  e x p e n se , 
th r o u g h  c o lle c t io n s  o r  c o n t r ib u t io n s , is  re tu rn e d  to  
H e a d q u a r te rs .

A  t h ir d  g r o u p , F re d  W e r t h  a n d  D r . P ic k e t t ,  re 
c e iv e  a n o m in a l c o n t r ib u t io n  fr o m  H e a d q u a r te r s , 
in s u ff ic ie n t  t o  m e e t  p e rs o n a l n e e d s  a n d  e x p e n se s  o f  
t ra v e l. T h e y  w o r k  p r in c ip a l ly  a m o n g  th e  sm a lle r  
lo d g e s  a n d  tra v e l in sm a lle r  a rea s . T h e y  t o o  are  
e n t it le d  t o  r e ce iv e  t o w a r d  th e  e x p e n se s  t h a t  th e y  
p e rs o n a lly  h a v e  t o  p a y , a ll t h a t  lo d g e s  ca n  p r o v id e . 
T h e y  c a n n o t  co n t in u e  th e ir  w o r k  w it h o u t  su ch  s u p 

p o r t  fr o m  t h o s e  a m o n g  w h o m  t h e y  w o r k .
T h e  s e c o n d  a n d  t h ir d  g r o u p s  w o r k  u n d e r  H e a d 

q u a r te r s  d ir e c t  c o n t r o l .  T h e  fir s t  g r o u p  m u s t  h a v e  
fr e e d o m  t o  a rra n g e  it in e ra r ie s  w h e re  t h e y  a re  m o s t  
su re  o f  re tu rn s  t o  c o v e r  e x p e n se , w h e re a s  th e  s e c o n d  
a n d  th ird  g r o u p s  m u st  c o v e r  a ll lo d g e s , r e g a rd le ss  o f  
th e  fin a n cia l r e sp o n se .

T h e  a b o v e  lis ts  a re  n o t  n e ce s s a r ily  c o m p le te . 
L o d g e s  ca n  in q u ir e  o f  H e a d q u a r te r s  a b o u t  a n y  
n a m e s  n o t  re fe r re d  t o .

T h e r e  is a  fo u r th  g r o u p  o f  t ra v e le r s  in  o u r  m id s t , 
m o s t  o f  w h o m  w e  d o  n o t  k n o w  e v e n  b y  n a m e , b u t  
w h o m  s o m e  o f  o u r  lo d g e s  ca re  t o  s u p p o r t .  T h is  
lis t  in c lu d e s  th e  s o -c a l le d  y o g is ;  p e o p le  w h o  se e k  
th e  p r iv ile g e s  o f  o u r  p la t fo r m  fo r  p e rs o n a l p u rp o s e s  
o r  in  th e  in te re s t  o f  o t h e r  o r g a n iz a t io n s ; th o s e  w h o  
lik e  t o  tra v e l, a n d  m a n a g e  t o  m a k e  th e ir  w a y  a t  o u r  
e x p e n s e ; a n d  o th e rs  f o r  w h o m  w e  a re  u n p re p a re d  
t o  v o u c h . W e  h a v e  a lr e a d y  u r g e d  u p o n  o u r  lo d g e s  
n o t  t o  m a k e  a n y  e n g a g e m e n ts  w it h o u t  fir s t  o f  a ll 
co n s u lt in g  H e a d q u a r te r s  t o  see  h o w  th e  p ro p o s e d  
a r ra n g e m e n t  fits  in t o  t h e  g e n e ra l p la n  o f  c o v e r in g  
th e  te r r it o r y . W e  a lso  u rg e  t h a t  th e  v a r io u s  u n 
k n o w n s  w h o  o ffe r  th e ir  s e r v ic e s  b e  c h e e k e d  u p  
t h r o u g h  H e a d q u a r te r s  b e fo re  b e in g  p e rm it te d  t o  
a d d re s s  o u r  m e m b e rs  a n d  o u r  p u b lic .

A Name for Your Christmas List
( R e p r i n t e d  f r o m  t h e  D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 3 3  n u m b e r )

P u t  th e  n a m e  o f  O lc o t t  o n  y o u r  C h r is tm a s  lis t . 
W h e n  th e  N a t io n a l P re s id e n t  a t te n d e d  th e  O h io  
F e d e r a t io n  m e e t in g  in  C in c in n a t i  a fe w  w eek s  
a g o , a m e m b e r  s o u g h t  p e rm iss io n  t o  m a k e  a 
s u g g e s t io n  fo r  th e  g o o d  o f  th e  S e c t io n  a n d  o f  
H e a d q u a r te r s . T h a t  s u g g e s t io n  w a s  t h a t  e v e r y  
m e m b e r  s h o u ld  c o n t r ib u t e  $ 1 .0 0  as a C h r is tm a s  
p re s e n t  t o  H e a d q u a r te r s , t o  b e  a ss ig n e d  t o  w h a t 
e v e r  fu n d  m o s t  n e e d e d  r e p le n ish in g  fo r  th e  b e n e fit  
o f  th e  w o r k . W e  p a ss  t h a t  s u g g e s t io n  o n  t o  all 
o u r  m e m b e rs . W h a t  a fin e  s t a r t  w e  w o u ld  h a v e  
fo r  n e x t  y e a r  if  d u r in g  th e  m o n th  o f  D e c e m b e r  
o u r  m a ils  b r o u g h t  us a  d o lla r  fr o m  e v e r y  m e m b e r ! 
S u ch  a fu n d  t h a t  w o u ld  b e ; s u ch  a ss u ra n ce  o f  
su cce s s  in  m a n y  p h a se s  o f  th e  w o r k  t h a t  ca n  o n ly  
w it h  d if f ic u lty  b e  ca r r ie d  o n  a t  p re s e n t .

A d d  O lc o t t  t o  y o u r  lis t  —  s e n d  y o u r  d o lla r  
as  a C h r is tm a s  p re s e n t  t o  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty , 
t h a t  uses e v e r y  d o lla r  i t  re ce iv e s  t o  a d d  t o  th e  
h a p p in e s s  o f  th e  w o r ld . C h r is tm a s  is  a  t im e  o f  
g iv in g  h a p p in e s s . T h e o s o p h y  h a s  g iv e n  m u ch  
o f  h a p p in e ss  to  y o u .

W h e r e  $ 1 .0 0  b ills  a re  n o t  a v a ila b le , sm a lle r  
c o n t r ib u t io n s  fr o m  m a n y  m e m b e r s  m a k e  m a n y  
d o lla rs .



284 THE AM E R IC A N  THEOSOPHIST

D o  Y o u  W a n t Y o u r  Lod ge  
H a n d b o o k ?

The presidents of the lodges listed below have 
thus far failed to reply to Mr. Cook’s letter 
offering the loan of a Lodge Handbook on the 
receipt by us of 35 cents to cover the necessary 
postage:

Activity Lodge (Chicago)
Akron Lodge 
Anaconda Lodge 
Central Lodge (New York)
Colorado Lodge (Denver)
Everett Lodge 
Flint Lodge 
Fort Worth Lodge 
Fresno Lodge 
Glendive Lodge
Golden Gate Lodge (San Francisco) 
Hartford-Capitol Lodge 
Houston Lodge
Huntington Lodge (West Virginia)
Jacksonville Lodge 
Lawton Lodge 
Louisville Lodge 
Lynwood Lodge 
Memphis Lodge 
Mobile Lodge 
Mt. Vernon Lodge 
New Haven Lodge 
Olcott Lodge (Pasadena)
Omaha Lodge 
Pasadena Lodge 
Paterson Lodge 
Pittsburgh Lodge 
Pomona Lodge 
Riverside Lodge 
Rockford-Harmonic Lodge 
San Francisco Lodge 
San Jose Lodge 
Sheridan Lodge 
Spokane Lodge 
Terre Haute Lodge 
Wheeling Lodge
Many of our lodges are already making use 

of this valuable Handbook and are enthusiastic 
about it. We shall be glad to hear promptly 
from the above lodges in order that their own 
work may have the benefit of this excellent 
compilation.

M r. a n d  M rs. W a rrin g to n  at  
H o m e  A g a in

Mr. and Mrs. Warrington were scheduled to 
arrive at the Los Angeles port at San Pedro on 
November 18, and we presume that they are 
already at their home at Krotona.

We hope that they are as glad to be home again 
as we are to have them, and we send them happiest 
greetings.

G if t  F r o m  D is t in g u is h e d  E tc h e r
Headquarters is the fortunate recipient of a very 

beautiful drypoint of the Lord Buddha entitled 
“Serenity,”  and framed ready for hanging. This 
beautiful etching is the gift of Mrs. Bertha E. 
Jaques, the founder and Executive Secretary of the 
Chicago Society of Etchers. Mrs. Jacques is an 
eminent etcher and “ Serenity”  is one of her own 
beautiful productions.

L o d g e G oes A ’ V is it in g
We have frequently urged that members within . 

a few hours’ ride of another lodge just jump into 
their cars and go in a group a’visiting.

Atlanta Lodge did just this. Nine members 
visited Birmingham Lodge, about 180 miles away, 
where they were entertained at a luncheon which 
thirty-one members attended. A most useful 
interchange of views took place, and above all, 
there was cemented a fine theosophical friendship 
between lodges strongly united in their loyalty to 
the single purpose of theosophical activity.

Birmingham reports nineteen new members 
since May, doubling the lodge membership. Both 
lodges profit by such sharing of interest, and 
Atlanta and Birmingham Lodges present an ex
ample which we hope other lodges will follow.

F in e  P u b lic it y
Oak Park Lodge is a real factor in its community 

and has made many useful contacts with local 
clubs and civic organizations. This, together with 
its own fine lodge work, probably accounts for its 
ability to get splendid publicity.

In a recent news item there appeared the name 
of the lodge; the time, date and place of its meet
ings; a reference to the National Headquarters at 
Olcott; the name of the National Librarian, Miss 
Marie Mequillet, and the title of a lecture which 
she was to give; notice of the lodge’s sponsorship 
of a series of classes at a prominent hotel, follow
ing lectures by Mr. Rogers; the name of the book 
to be studied; and the name of the lodge presi
dent— all free publicity, because the lodge, by 
its enterprise and activity, makes news.

Congratulations to Oak Park Lodge!

F o re ig n  P ostage I s  F iv e  C e n ts
Will members please remember to add extra 

postage when requesting Headquarters to forward 
mail to foreign countries?

We are glad to accommodate you but we can
not pay the costs also.
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Gratitude
O lc o t t  fo u n d  a lo y a l  a n d  d e v o t e d  h e lp e r  in  M r . 

J ea n  K a b o t s  o f  S t . P a u l, w h o  r e c e n t ly  g a v e  s o m e  
se v e n  w e e k s  o f  h is  t im e  a n d  sk illfu l la b o r  in  th e  
r e p a ir  a n d  m a in te n a n ce  o f  th e  H e a d q u a r te r s  b u ild 
in g . N e c e s s a r y  w o r k  o n  th e  m a s o n r y , r o o fs  a n d  
w in d o w  fra m e s  w a s  a c c o m p lis h e d  in  e x ce lle n t  o rd e r , 
a n d  w e  a re  t r u ly  g r a te fu l fo r  fin e  w o rk m a n s h ip  
r e n d e re d  in  a  sp le n d id  sp ir it  o f  s e rv ice .

Copies o f Dr. Arundale’ s L etter  
to Public Available

G e n e se e  L o d g e , R o c h e s te r , N e w  Y o r k ,  h a s a v a il 
a b le  fo r  d is tr ib u t io n  30 0  co p ie s  o f  D r .  A r u n d a le ’ s 
“ L e t te r  t o  t h e  G e n e ra l P u b l ic ,”  w h ic h  w a s  w r it te n  
s h o r t ly  a f te r  h is  e le c t io n  t o  the  P re s id e n c y  o f  the  
S o c ie ty . A s  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  in th e  O c to b e r  issu e , 
th e  lo d g e  h a d  c o p ie s  o f  th e  le tte r  m u lt ig r a p h e d  fo r  
d is tr ib u t io n  a m o n g  le a d in g  c it iz e n s  in  th e  v a r io u s  
w a lk s  o f  life .

C o p ie s  m a y  b e  o b t a in e d , a t  th e  ra te  o f  f i f t y  fo r  
s ix t y  c e n ts , p lu s  p o s ta g e , b y  w r it in g  t o  G en e se e  
L o d g e , 123 N . U n io n , R o c h e s te r , N e w  Y o r k .

The Olcott Lecture
W e  re m in d  all o f  o u r  m e m b e rs , a n d  e sp e c ia lly  

o u r  b u d d in g  as w e ll  as  o u r  p ro v e n  le c tu re rs , t h a t  
th e  c h o o s in g  o f  th e  O lc o t t  L e c tu r e  a n d  its  p re se n 
t a t io n  b y  its  a u th o r  a t  C o n v e n t io n  is t o  b e  an  a n n u a l 
e v e n t .

E le v e n  le c tu re s  w e re  s u b m it te d  la s t  y e a r  a n d  
m o r e  are  h o p e d  f o r  th is  y e a r . W ill  t h o s e  w h o  a n t ic i 
p a te  o ffe r in g  a  le c tu re  p le a se  le t  u s  k n o w  o f  th e ir  
in te n t io n ?  T h e  w in n in g  le c tu re r  is e n t it le d  t o  fre e  
e n te r ta in m e n t  (b o a r d , r o o m  a n d  r e g is tr a t io n )  d u r 
in g  C o n v e n t io n  a t  O lc o t t .

Again, A Warning
T h e  k in d n e s s  o f  o u r  m e m b e rs  is  a g a in  b e in g  im 

p o s e d  u p o n . T h is  t im e  in  the  M id d le  W e s t  b y  a 
y o u n g  m a n  w h o  p re s e n ts  h im se lf  as  a m e m b e r  fr o m  
L o s  A n g e le s , in  a c u te  n e e d  o f  m o n e y , w h o  re q u e s ts  
su ffic ie n t  m o n e y  t o  p a y  f o r  a te le gra m  to  h is  p e o p le . 
I t  is  e v id e n t  t h a t  th is  is m e re ly  a  ru se  t o  s e cu re  
m o n e y , s in ce  o n e  m e m b e r  e x p e r im e n te d  w ith  h im  
a n d  th e  m essa g e  w a s  r e tu rn e d  u n c la im e d .

T h e  ca se  b e a rs  e v id e n c e  a lso  o f  th e  n e c e s s ity  o f  
g u a rd in g  o u r  m e m b e rs  lis t . E v e r y  lo d g e  o ff ice r  
s h o u ld  fe e l  th is  r e s p o n s ib il it y  a n d  re fu se  t o  g iv e  
n a m es  a n d  a d d resses  f o r  a n y  o t h e r  p u r p o s e  th a n  
o ff ic ia l th e o s o p h ic a l  b u s in e ss .

A Theosophical Business 
Enterprise

W e  a re  ju s t  in  r e c e ip t  o f  t h e  a n n u a l r e p o r t  o f  
th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  B r o a d c a s t in g  S ta t io n  a t  S y d n e y , 
o f  w h ic h  D r .  A ru n d a le  is  th e  C h a irm a n  o f  th e  
B o a r d , a n d  M r .  A .  E .  B e n n e tt , M a n a g in g  D ir e c t o r .

T h e  b a la n c e  sh e e t  s h o w s  t h a t  fr o m  a n  or ig in a l 
in v e s tm e n t  o f  $ 1 2 ,0 0 0  th e  b r o a d c a s t in g  c o m p a n y  
h a s  b u i l t  u p  it s  a sse ts  t o  m o re  th a n  $ 9 0 ,0 0 0 . O v e r  
$ 4 0 ,0 0 0  w a s  s p e n t  in  t h e  co u rse  o f  th e  y e a r  fo r  
th e  p r o v is io n  o f  p ro g r a m s  a n d  b r o a d c a s t in g  ta le n t  
t o  m a in ta in  th e  h ig h  s ta n d a r d s  o f  p ro g r a m  n e c e s 
s a r y  t o  r e ta in  fo r  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  B r o a d c a s t in g  
S ta t io n  it s  f ir s t -ra n k  p o s it io n .

I t  is  o p e r a t in g  a t  a  s u b s ta n t ia l  p ro f it , o f  w h ich  
$ 5 ,0 0 0  is  s e t  a s id e  e x c lu s iv e ly  f o r  th e o s o p h ic a l 
p ro p a g a n d a .

M o r e  p o w e r  t o  2 G B !

Ohio Federation
D a y t o n  L o d g e  w a s  h o s t  t o  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  s u c 

ce ss fu l c o n t a c t  m e e t in g s  e v e r  h e ld  in  t h e  S ta te  o f  
O h io , S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r  18 , in  t h e  B iltm o r e  H o t e l .  
I t  w a s  a  d e lig h t fu l I n d ia n  s u m m e r  a f te r n o o n . S e v e n  
lo d g e s  o v e r  th e  s o u th w e s te r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  s ta te  w ere  
re p re se n te d , a n d  th e re  w e re  s e v e n ty -th r e e  m e m b e rs  
a n d  fr ie n d s  p re s e n t .

A f t e r  a d e lig h t fu l m u s ic a l p ro g r a m  th e  m e e tin g  
w a s  c a lle d  t o  o r d e r  b y  t h e  p re s id e n t , M r .  J a m e s  S . 
P e rk in s , J r . M rs . A .  J u lie t  B u r d o in e , p re s id e n t  o f  
D a y t o n  L o d g e ,  g a v e  th e  a d d re ss  o f  w e lc o m e  a n d  
o u t l in e d  th e  p la n s  f o r  t h e  p u b l ic  w o r k  o f  D a y t o n  
L o d g e  fo r  th e  n e x t  fe w  m o n th s .

A  t a lk  o n  “ T h e o s o p h y  in  A c t io n ”  w a s  g iv e n  b y  
M r . P e rk in s , w h o  s p o k e  w ith  c lea r  u n d e rs ta n d in g , 
fo r c e fu l ly  a n d  e n th u s ia s t ic a lly  p re s e n t in g  th e  s u b 
je c t .  H e  u s e d  th e  S e v e n  S te p s  as  th e  b a s is  o f  h is  
ta lk , s h o w in g  th a t  life a n d  purpose a re  o n e ;  th a t  
fu n d a m e n t a lly  th e re  is  b u t  o n e  li fe , o n e  p u rp o s e , 
b e h in d  th e  m u lt itu d in o u s , e v e r -c h a n g in g , in f in ite ly  
d iv e r se  fo r m s  in  w h ic h  it  is  c lo th e d  a n d  e x p re ss e d . 
A t  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  a d d re s s  th e re  w a s  t im e  g iv e n  to  
d is cu ss io n  a n d  m a n y  in te re s t in g  p o in ts  w ere  
b r o u g h t  o u t .

T h e  m e e t in g  c lo s e d  w ith  e n th u s ia s t ic , h a rm o n i
o u s  fe e lin g s  o f  j o y  a n d  d e lig h t . T e a  w a s  th e n  
s e r v e d . M a n y  b o o k s  w e r e  s o ld  a n d  m u c h  free  
lite r a tu r e  o n  th e o s o p h ic a l  s u b je c t s  w a s  d is tr ib u te d  
a m o n g  in te r e s te d  fr ie n d s .

T h e  first  c o n t a c t  m e e t in g  o f  th e  y e a r  w a s  h e ld  
a t  H a m ilt o n , S u n d a y , O c to b e r  2 1 , w it h  f iv e  lo d g e s  
re p re s e n te d  a n d  fo r t y - th r e e  m e m b e r s  in  a t te n d a n c e .

D r . C . J . B a ld r id g e , p re s id e n t  o f  H a m ilt o n  L o d g e , 
g a v e  th e  a d d re s s  o f  w e lc o m e , a fte r  w h ic h  M r .  P e r 
k in s  in t r o d u c e d  t h e  s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  d a y ,  B ish o p  
C h a rle s  H a m p to n , w h o s e  s u b je c t  w a s  “ A  N e w  
S p ir it  in  T h e o s o p h y .”  M r .  P e rk in s  m a d e  a n 
n o u n c e m e n ts  o f  th e  fu tu re  p la n s  o f  th e  F e d e ra t io n , 
a n d  t h e  m e e t in g  a d jo u r n e d .

M e n  o f  c h a x -a c te r  ax-e t h e  c o n s c ie n c e  o f  th e  
s o c ie t y  t o  w h ic h  t h e y  b e lo n g .— Emerson.
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W est C e n tra l F e d e ra tio n
The West Central Federation held its fourth 

annual meeting September 23 in Ames, Iowa, at 
the home of Miss Etta M. Budd.

The day was started auspiciously by the early 
receipt of Mr. Cook’s telegram of greeting, en
couragement and reminder of T.S. aims — sym
bolic of Headquarters’ strength and understanding 
which continually back every lodge and member 
effort, no matter how small.

Both the social and the program interest centered 
around the guest of honor and principal speaker, 
Miss Anita Henkel, Headquarters representative 
now touring the Section in the interest of the lodges. 
The other thirty-seven members present repre
sented Kansas City, Des Moines and Ames; written 
regrets having been received from three Nebraska 
and various Iowa members. This was the first 
meeting of the Federation at which Omaha was not 
represented by a fine delegation.

“ Convention Impressions,”  brief reports from 
lodge presidents and two-minute presentations of 
near-future aims, followed Miss Henkel’s talk.

Plans are tentatively under way for the sug
gested mid-year meeting of the Federation in 
Kansas City.

O u r In t e r n a t io n a l T h e o s o p h ic a l  
C e n te r at G eneva

It is tremendously inspiring to know that The
osophy is being given splendid representation at 
the great world center at Geneva, and particularly 
for this reason we welcome from time to time some 
knowledge of the work they are carrying on there, 
and a statement of the program of activities. A 
condensed program is noted below for the informa
tion of all our members.

Oct. 26 — The Congress of Locarno and World 
Peace, Dr. A. Kamensky.

Nov. 2 — Spiritual Reconstruction of Europe,
Rev. A. Sassi.

“  15 — The Three Democracies,
Prof. E. Marcault.

“  16 — The Present Crisis and Spiritual Evo
lution, Prof. E. Marcault.

“  19 — The Problems of Theosophic Action, 
Prof. E. Marcault.

“  23 — The Great Part Played by Thought,
Serge Brisy.

“  26 — Modem Heroism, Serge Brisy.
“ 30 — Theosophy and Social Action,

Serge Brisy.
Dec. 3 — The Mission of Islam,

(Under the Auspices of the Inter
denominational Union) Serge Brisy.

“  7 — The Rhythm of Life, Serge Brisy.
“ 14 — The Sun King, Symposium.

Peace Week — November 5-11. The Committee, 
formed by the different organizations of Geneva, 
has organized Peace Week which prepares for the 
Great Silence of November 11.

A n  E x p la n a tio n
A few lodges have inquired as to why we go to 

the trouble of telling them how many of their 
members are paid and how many delinquent. 
The following excerpt from a lodge secretary’s 
letter makes it clear: “ We regret that we have not 
dealt with this matter of the delinquent members. 
Our excuse is that we have been too busy to realize 
that this amount of delinquency was a fact.”

W h y  N o t T h e o so p h y ?
A lodge writes of its inability to accept a lecturer, 

stating that it has but few interested members, and 
that the one weekly meeting for those who are 
active is devoted to the study of astrology.

When will our members learn that the life which 
is vital to theosophical development flows through 
the theosophical lodge, not through the astrological 
class?

I s  Y o u r  L o d ge L is te d ?
Some time ago, in the column of Statistics, 

which records the births, deaths, marriages, 
changes of lodge officers, details of funds, etc., 
we commenced to report the names of the lodges 
which had obtained new members. Thirty-six 
lodges were represented in this list in our last 
issue. Lodge members who doubt that progress 
is possible in these times might watch this list.

R o b e rt  W e ld  E n s o r
Word has come of the passing, on October 14, 

1934, of Captain Robert Weld Ensor, of County 
Armaug, Ireland. Captain Ensor died of typhoid 
fever in Appledale, Lauterwater, Cape Province, 
South Africa.

Over twenty years ago Robert Ensor was well 
known and much beloved by Chicago Theosophists, 
especially those working immediately under the 
General Secretary at that time.

This great Irishman gave up his position as head 
of the Mounted Police in Alberta, Canada, to de
vote his life to more direct service of God and man 
through the Theosophical Society. When the 
World War started he returned to Ireland to enter 
the army under the British flag. The end of the 
war found Robert Ensor with the rank of Captain.

Later he married and with Mrs. Ensor entered 
the field of education under the Theosophical 
Order of Service. In 1925 he sailed for South 
Africa in the interest of education and Theosophy.

May the blessing of the Great Ones rest upon 
this well-beloved F.T.S.

M r s . C l a r a  J. K o c h e r s p e r g e r .
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Itineraries
M is s  A nita Henkel, Field Worker 

N o v e m b e r  2 9 -  D e c e m b e r  3 , W ic h ita ,  K a n s . 
D e c e m b e r  4 -6 , F o r t  S m ith , A rk .
D e c e m b e r  7 -8 , D a lla s , T e x a s .
D e c e m b e r  1 2 -J a n u a ry  5, O k la h o m a  C ity , O k la . 

The Rt. R ev. Charles Hampton, Lecturer 
D e c e m b e r  1 3 -1 6 , D a lla s , T e x a s .
D e c e m b e r  17 , F o r t  W o r t h , T e x a s .
D e c e m b e r  18 , L a w t o n , O k la .
D e c e m b e r  19 , O k la h o m a  C ity , O k la .
D e c e m b e r  20 , T u ls a , O k la .
D e c e m b e r  21 , W ic h ita , K a n s .

Dr. Nina E. Pickett, Field Worker 
N o v e m b e r  9 -J a n u a r y  1, S a n  A n t o n io ,  T e x a s .

Dr Pieter K. Roest, National Lecturer and Field 
Director

D e c e m b e r  2 , B a lt im o r e , M d .
D e c e m b e r  4 , 5 , N o r fo lk ,  V a .
D e c e m b e r  6, R ic h m o n d , V a .
D e c e m b e r  7 -1 0 , A u g u s ta , G a .
D e c e m b e r  1 2 -1 4 , J a ck s o n v ille  L o d g e ,  J a ck s o n 

v il le , F la .
D e c e m b e r  1 5 -1 7 , L e a d b e a te r  L o d g e ,  J a c k s o n 

v il le , F la .
M r. L . W .  R ogers, National Lecturer 

N o v e m b e r  2 6 -J a n u a ry  3 0 , B a y  C itie s .
M r. Fred H. Werth, Field Worker 

N o v e m b e r  1 1 -D e c e m b e r  15, M ic h ig a n  F e d e r a 
t io n .

Statistics
N e w  L o d g e  O ffice rs

C r e s c e n t  C i t y  L o d g e ,  N e w  O r le a n s  —  P r e s . ,  M is s  M u r ie l  
M i t c h e l l ;  V i c e  P r e s ,  a n d  P u b l i c i t y  A g e n t ,  M r .  W m .  H .  H e n d e r 
s o n ;  S e c ’ y ,  M r s .  C la i r e  L a n g e r m a n n ;  T r e a s . ,  M r .  E .  T .  M i t c h e l l ;  
L i b r a r i a n ,  M r .  A .  W a h l e n b e r g .

H a r t f o r d - C a p i t o l  L o d g e ,  H a r t f o r d ,  C o n n .  —  P r e s ,  a n d  
P u b l i c i t y  A g t . ,  D r .  K .  C .  H i t c h c o c k ;  V i c e  P r e s . ,  L ib r a r i a n  
a n d  P u r c h a s in g  B o o k  A g t . ,  M r .  R o b e r t  D r e w - B e a r ;  S e c ’ y .  
M is s  I d a  J o h n s o n ;  T r e a s . ,  M is s  F l o r e n c e  H o l l a n d .

P r o g r e s s  L o d g e ,  O m a h a  —  P r e s . ,  M r .  W a r r e n  W a t t e r s ;  
V i c e  P r e s . ,  M r .  H e r m a n  J . E r h o r n ;  C o r .  S e c ’ y - T r e a s . ,  M r s .  
E l l a  B .  W i l l i a m s o n ;  R e c o r d i n g  S e c ’ y ,  M is s  M a u d  E .  C l o u d ;  
L ib r a r i a n  a n d  P u r c h a s in g  B o o k  A g t . ,  M r s .  E v e l y n  H o l m a n ;  
P u b l i c i t y  A g t . ,  M r .  R a l p h  L .  A n d r e w s .

D e a th s
M r s .  N .  J u s t in e  B a k e r ,  B e s a n t  L o d g e ,  H o l l y w o o d ,  O c t o b e r  

9 ,  1 9 3 4 .
M is s  S .  B e t t y  B a u e r ,  S t .  P a u l  L o d g e ,  N o v e m b e r  1 ,  1 9 3 4 . 
C a p t .  G .  S . C r o t t y ,  B e s a n t  L o d g e ,  H o u s t o n ,  O c t o b e r 2 7 , 1 9 3 4 . 
M is s  F r a n c e s  E t c h b e r g e r ,  M a r y l a n d  L o d g e ,  O c t o b e r  7 ,  1 9 3 4 . 
M r .  J o h n  B .  G r a h a m ,  S t .  P a u l  L o d g e ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 3 4 .
M r .  M a r c e l  R e y ,  B r o t h e r h o o d  L o d g e ,  N e w  O r le a n s ,  A u g u 8b  

1 9 3 4 .

M a r r ia g e s
M r s .  S a r a h  B r o w n s o n  C r i t c h l e y ,  P a l o  A l t o  L o d g e ,  a n d  M r -  

W i l l i a m  B a i r d ,  O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  1 9 3 4 .
M is s  I d a  B r y s o n ,  B e r k e l e y  L o d g e ,  a n d  M r .  M i c h e l  M c 

M i l la n ,  O c t o b e r  1 9 3 4 .
M is s  G l a d y s  M .  F r a n k  a n d  M r .  A r t h u r  M .  C o o n ,  b o t h  o f  

D e t r o i t  L o d g e ,  r e c e n t l y .
M is s  L .  K a t h e r i n e  H u r d ,  O a k  P a r k  L o d g e ,  a n d  M r .  B e n  A .  

H a r r is ,  a  f o r m e r  m e m b e r  o f  H e a d q u a r t e r s  S t a f f ,  N o v e m b e r  
1 6 , 1 9 3 4 .

M is s  A l t a  B .  T e r r y ,  A l h a m b r a  L o d g e ,  a n d  M r .  H o w a r d  
C o u l t e r ,  r e c e n t l y .

B ir t h s
T o  M r .  a n d  M r s .  F r e e m a n  L .  H u r d ,  O a k  P a r k  L o d g e ,  t w in  

d a u g h t e r s  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 6 ,  1 9 3 4 .

N e w  M e m b e r s  F r o m  O c to b e r 21 
to O c to b e r  30, 1934

A p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  m e m b e r s h ip  d u r in g  t h e  a b o v e  p e r io d  w e r e  
r e c e iv e d  f r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l o d g e s :  N e w a r k ,  H e le n a ,  A n n ie  
B e s a n t - C h i c a g o ,  B u f f a lo ,  P o r t l a n d ,  C h ic a g o ,  H is p a n a - N e w  
Y o r k ,  O a k l a n d ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  S y r a c u s e ;  a n d  N a t i o n a l  m e m b e r s :  
W o o d s t o c k ,  111., H a r t f o r d ,  C o n n .

A m e r ic a n  T h e o so p h ic a l F u n d
P r e v i o u s  r e c e i p t s ........................................................................................... $ 6 2 .0 0
T o  N o v e m b e r  1 5 ........................................................................................... 8 .1 0

7 0 .1 0

B u i ld in g  F u n d
M r .  A .  E .  N u g e n t ,  M r s .  M a r g a r e t  H . G r o s s ,  M r s .  G r a c e  

T o b e y  P a in e ,  M r .  J .  M .  W a n g b e r g ,  D r .  N i n a  E .  P i c k e t t ,  M r .  
W a y n e  P r a t t  —  T o t a l  $ 2 8 .1 0 .

G re a te r  A m e r ic a  P la n  F u n d
P r e v i o u s  r e c e i p t s ............................................................................................$ 6 4 4 .0 0
T o  N o v e m b e r  1 5 ...........................................................................................  5 0 1 .5 0

$ 1 ,1 4 5 .5 0

B e sa n t  M e m o r ia l  S c h o o l F u n d
T o t a l .............................................................................................................................$ 8 .0 0

C h r is t m a s  F u n d
T o t a l .............................................................................................................................$ 1 .0 0

Miss May Frances Etchberger
M is s  M a y  F ra n c e s  E tc h b e r g e r , o n e  o f  th e  p io n e e r  

m e m b e r s  o f  M a r y la n d  L o d g e  a n d  e a r ly  p re s id e n t, 
p a sse d  a w a y  o n  S u n d a y , O c to b e r  7 . M is s  E t c h 
b e rg e r  a lso  se rv e d  th e  lo d g e  fa ith fu l ly  f o r  m a n y  
y e a r s  as  se c r e ta r y , u n t il  illn ess  in c a p a c ita te d  h e r  
f o r  fu r th e r  w o r k .

O n  O c to b e r  18 th e  lo d g e  h e ld  a m e m o r ia l m e e tin g  
in  h o n o r  o f  M is s  E tc h b e r g e r , a t  w h ic h  m e e t in g  
m e m b e r s  p ra is e d  h er  w o r k  a n d  her d e v o t io n  t o  th e  
S o c ie ty . A m o n g  o th e r  th in g s  it  w a s  re ca lle d  th a t  
O lc o t t  w a s  b u ilt  d u r in g  h e r  te rm  as lo c a l s e c re ta ry , 
s o  sh e  is  a m o n g  th a t  h o n o r e d  list  o f  o ff ice r s  w h o se  
n a m e s  l ie  u n d e r  th e  c o rn e rs to n e  o f  th e  H e a d 
q u a r te r s  b u ild in g .

T h u s  p a sses  a n o th e r  lo y a l  serv er  w h o s e  n a m e  
w ill lo n g  b e  r e v e re d .

From an Old Theosophist in 
Appreciation o f  a Young One

“ O u r  p re s id e n t  is  d o in g  s p le n d id ly , using all 
h e r  m e m b e r s  t o  t h e  b e s t  a d v a n ta g e . S h e  h a s 
d iff ic u lt  s itu a t io n s  t o  c o m b a t . A s  y o u  k n o w , 
m o s t  l o d g e  p re s id e n ts  d o ,  b u t  w h en  y o u  c o n s id e r  
h e r  y o u t h  a n d  t h a t  sh e  is  d e a lin g  w it h  o ld , h a rd 
sh e ll T h e o s o p h is t s ,  i t  ju s t  sh o w s  w h a t  o u r  Y o u n g  
T h e o s o p h is t s  a re  c a p a b le  o f  d o in g  i f  g iv e n  a 
c h a n c e .”
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American Round Table
Ray W. Harden, C h i e f  K n i g h t

A  League of Young People Banded Together for Service.
Motto: “ Live pure; speak true; right wrong; follow the King.”

Pages: 7 to 11 years. Squires: 18 to 20 years.
Companions: 12 to 17 years. Knights: Over 21 years.

Official Organ: “ Modern Knighthood,”  a newspaper by young citizens of America. Subscription 
price $1.00 per year. Round Table Headquarters address: P. 0 . Box 690, San Jose, California.

T h e  R o u n d  T a b le  C h r is tm a s  C o m m it te e  is  a c 
t iv e  a g a in  th is  y e a r , g iv in g  d ir e c t  a n d  p ra c t ica l  
re lie f t h r o u g h  th e  w in te r  t o  p e rs o n s  o n  o u r  lists 
w h o  a re  in  rea l n e e d , b u t  w h o  d o  n o t  a p p e a r  u p o n  
th e  ro lls  o f  c h a r ity  a g e n c ie s . T h e  R o u n d  T a b le  
ca rries  o n  th is  w o r k  in  t a c t fu l  m a n n e r  a n d  w it h o u t  
c o s t  fo r  r e n t  o r  o p e r a t in g  e x p en se , as  th o s e  e n g a g e d  
a re  d e v o t in g  th e ir  s e r v ic e s  free .

A p p r e c ia t io n  is  h e r e b y  ex p re sse d  t o  a ll w h o  h a v e  
c o n t r ib u te d  t o  th is  n e e d e d  se rv ice . T h o s e  g ifts  r e 
c e iv e d  la te  a re  e q u a lly  u se fu l.

T h e  c u r re n t  issue o f  M odern  K nighthood ( D e 
c e m b e r  n u m b e r )  c o n ta in s  m a n y  o f  th e  in c r e a s in g ly  
in te re s tin g  n ew s  s to r ie s  c o l le c te d  b y  b o y  a n d  g irl 
re p o r te rs  o f  its  “ C h ild r e n ’s  N e w s  S e r v ic e .”  T h is  
R o u n d  T a b le  p a p e r  is g iv in g  y o u n g  p e o p le  o p p o r 
t u n it y  t o  e a rn  in  v a r io u s  w a y s , a n d  a ls o  t o  s e rv e  
m o s t  u s e fu lly .

T h o s e  w h o  are  s u p p o r t in g  th e  p a p e r  b y  s u b 
s c r ib in g  f o r  th e m s e lv e s  o r  f o r  fr ie n d s , a re  a ss is tin g  
th is  y o u t h  in d u s tr y  t o w a r d  its g r e a te r  su cce s s  in  
s p r e a d in g  th e o s o p h ic a l  t ru th s , a lo n g  w ith  k n ig h t ly  
id e a ls . T h e  p a p e r  is r e a ch in g  th o u s a n d s  o f  n o n 
m e m b e rs  e v e r y  m o n th .

T h e  D e c e m b e r  issu e  fe a tu re s  a  L in d b e r g h  R o u n d  
T a b le  s t o r y  o f  s p e c ia l s ig n if ica n ce , a n  “ E d it o r ia l  in 
R h y m e ”  b y  E d it o r  F ra n k lin  L a c e y , la te s t  r e p o r ts

o n  “ B o y  S a v in g ”  a n d  K n ig h t h o o d  M u s e u m  d e "  
p a r tm e n ts . T h o s e  w h o s e  s u b s c r ip t io n s  h a v e  e x "  
p ired  w ill f in d  th is  a  m o s t  in te re s tin g  t im e  t o  se n d  
in  th e ir  re n e w a ls . A s  D r . A r u n d a le  r e m a rk e d  d u r 
in g  o n e  o f  h is  C o n v e n t io n  ta lk s , “ W h a t e v e r  y o u  d o , 
s u b s c r ib e  f o r  th e  R o u n d  T a b le  P a p e r .”

N e w  R o u n d  T a b le  in d u s tr ie s , p la n n e d  t o  g iv e  
m o re  n e e d e d  e m p lo y m e n t  t o  y o u n g  m e m b e r s , m a y  
s o o n  b e  e n a b le d  t o  e x p a n d  u p o n  a  n a t io n -w id e  
s ca le , i f  th e re  is a  s u ffic ie n t  p a t ro n a g e  f o r  th e  n e w ly  
e s ta b lis h e d  lin e  o f  e x c e lle n t  “ h e a lth ”  c o n fe c t io n s . 
T h e s e  a re  n o w  b e in g  o f fe re d  fo r  sa le  in  a  la rge  
a s s o r tm e n t  o f  d e lic io u s  c o m b in a t io n s , t o  th e  p u b lic  
as  w e ll as  t o  m e m b e rs . H o w e v e r , th e  p a tro n a g e  
o f  T .S .  m e m b e r s  is  m o s t  im p o r ta n t , as  a  la rge  
v o lu m e  o f  t ra d e  m u s t  b e  d e v e lo p e d  t o  assure  
su cce ss .

B y  o p e r a t in g  ce r ta in  in d u s tr y  lin es , th e  R o u n d  
T a b le  O rd e r  is  n o t  b e in g  “ c o m m e r c ia liz e d .”  T h is  
is a d is t in c t ly  se p a ra te  d e p a r tm e n t , d e s ig n e d  s im p ly  
t o  ass ist  y o u n g  m e m b e rs  a n d  th e ir  fr ie n d s , e n a b lin g  
th e m  to  e a rn  fu n d s  w h ic h  in  s o m e  ca ses  a re  n e e d e d  
f o r  c lo th in g , sh o e s , e t c . ,  a n d  t o  c o n t in u e  th e ir  e d u 
ca t io n a l co u rse s . T h e  w o r k  is  f o r  o n ly  p a r t - t im e ; 
n o t  b u rd e n s o m e , a n d  d o e s  n o t  in te r fe re  w ith  s c h o o l 
o r  o t h e r  d u t ie s .

Ad y a r  N ew s
(Continued from Page 276)

t ra its  o f  D r . B e s a n t  a n d  s in g in g  a ll th e  w a y ,  p r o 
c e e d in g  first  t o  th e  H e a d q u a r te rs  H a ll, w h ere  
flo w e rs  w e re  o ffe re d  t o  D r . B e s a n t ’s  la rg e  p ic tu r e  
th e re , a n d  th e n  t o  th e  c re m a t io n  p la c e  b y  th e  r iv e r , 
w h e re  a lso  a n  o ffe r in g  o f  flow ers  w a s  m a d e .

M is s  D o r o t h y  M c B r a y e r  a n d  M r .  F e lix  L a y to n  
h a v e  a r r iv e d  a t  A d y a r .

O c to b e r  first , D r . B e s a n t ’s  b ir t h d a y , w a s  c e le 
b r a t e d  b y  g a th e r in g  in  t h e  H a ll a t  8  a .m . T h e  
B e s a n t  M e m o r ia l  S c h o o l  a n d  th e  O lc o t t  F re e  S c h o o l

h a d  fu ll d a y ’s p ro g r a m s . M a n y  lo d g e s  a n d  e d u 
c a t io n a l  in s t itu t io n s  in  In d ia  c e le b r a te d  D r . 
B e s a n t ’s  b ir t h d a y , a n d  s o m e  w ire d  g re e tin g s  t o  
A d y a r .

D r . A r u n d a le  r e c e n t ly  r e ce iv e d  a  b e a u t ifu l  a d 
d re ss  fr o m  th e  B o m b a y  T h e o s o p h ic a l  F e d e r a t io n , 
r e c it in g  h is  m a n y  p a s t  s e r v ic e s  a n d  p ro m is in g  h im  
fu ll s u p p o r t  as  h e  p la ce s  h is  g re a t  g ift s  o f  e n th u s i
asm  a n d  h is  p o w e rs  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n  a t  t h e  d isp o s a l 
o f  th e  E ld e r  B r e th re n  th r o u g h  t h e  P r e s id e n c y  o f  
t h e  S o c ie ty .
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Manu: A  Study in Hindu Social Theory, by
Kewal Motwani. Ganesh & Co., Madras, India. 
Price, cloth $2.00. (Three months required to com
plete delivery.)

This book introduces the contribution of India in 
the realm of social thought and does so in present- 
day terminology. The author discusses the Code, 
its chronology and authorship, and the background 
of Vedic thought as to: life and matter, evolution, 
the First Cause or the Unconditioned, His mani
festation, the three aspects of Cosmic Being, the 
three aspects of Cosmic matter, and related sub
jects such as reincarnation, karma, yoga and 
moksha (Nirvana).

The development includes the social theory of 
Manu in the four main social institutions: edu
cational, family or economic, political and religious. 
Dr. Motwani distinguishes between evolution or a 
change, cosmic and continuous in any direction, 
not limited alone to man, and progress, which in
cludes change in a desired direction not continuous 
with its standard of reference to man. He speaks 
of character as the blossoming forth of the inner 
man, a matter of experience gained through medi
tation. The view of social progress set forth in 
this book is not only of value to the student of 
sociology, but its clear presentation should make it 
of interest to the general reader of serious subjects.

— F. M. P.

Merchants of Death. A Study of the International 
Armament Industry. Dodd Mead & Co., New York. 
Price, cloth $2.50.

This is a most astonishing and informative work, 
well worth the careful study of every citizen who 
takes an intelligent interest in the relation of his 
own country to the citizens of all other countries. 
The indictment of the chiefs of the armament in
dustry is only somewhat less severe than that of 
the international bankers who were largely re
sponsible for more than one war, the greatest of 
which has come near to destroying modern civili
zation. The whole story is one of sorry and sordid 
cupidity, and of crooked dealings carried on with 
utter disregard to any results apart from making 
profits for the dealers in lethal instruments. The 
work contains a copious series of notes and refer
ences, as well as an extended bibliography. The 
last chapter, on “ The Outlook,” gives occasion for 
heart-searching thought as to what lies before 
humanity before the terrible menace of war can 
be eliminated from the plans of nations for settling 
their differences. — W . G . G r e e n l e a f .

Occult Teachings of the Christ According to The 
Secret Doctrine, by Josephine Ransom. The Theo~ 
sophical Publishing House, Adyar, Madras, India. 
Price, paper $0.20.

This is a reprint of the Blavatsky Lecture de
livered before the Annual Convention of the 
Theosophical Society in England in 1933. The 
writer states that she has not sought elsewhere 
than in The Secret Doctrine for corroboration or 
amplification of any point, save a few quotations 
from the Bible. The form of the lecture is as 
answers to questions, some of which are: “Who 
was the Christ?” “ WTio was Jesus?” “ What were 
the occult teachings of the Christ?”  “As an 
Initiate, a Chrestos, what would Jesus know and 
teach?”  “What are the Mysteries of the Kingdom 
of Heaven?” “ What was the Precious Secret of 
the Mysteries?” There are sections dealing with 
“ The New Birth,”  “Baptism,” “Transfiguration,” 
“ Arhatship-Crucifixion,” “Adeptship-Ascension” 
and “ What Caused the Disappearance of the 
Great Mysteries?” One does not have to be told 
of the fascinating interest of reading H.P.B.’s 
answers to such questions.— W. G. Greenleaf.

Annie Besant and the Changing World, by 
Bhagavan Das. The Theosophical Publishing House, 
Adyar, Madras, India. Price, paper $ 0 .0 .

It was Dr. Besant’s wish that a portion of the 
ashes of her physical body should be entrusted to 
the River Ganges. This ceremony was held at 
Benares, after which the public gathered in the 
Town Hall and listened to Dr. Bhagavan Das and 
others speak about the life and works of Dr. Besant.

This little booklet of eighty-four pages contains 
an expanded form of what was said by Dr. Bhagavan 
Das on that occasion. It is a tribute of love, and 
contains many interesting facts concerning Dr. 
Besant, hitherto unknown by the general public.

—  W a r r e n  W a t t e r s .

The Astral Plane, Revised Edition, by C. W. 
Leadbeater. The Theosophical Publishing House, 
Adyar, Madras, India. Price. cloth $1.00.

This is Theosophical Manual No. 5, in a slightly 
different format from the American edition pub
lished in 1918. It is revised to some extent, 
typographical errors have been corrected, better 
paper has been employed and owing to better 
spacing, the page is more easily read. The familiar 
blue cloth binding has been employed, and withal, 
we have an old friend in a new uniform.— V. B. 
H. D.



Books for Christmas
W i l l  B r i n g  L a s t i n g  H a p p i n e s s

Until December 31, an interesting pamphlet suitable for an extra Christ
mas gift will be sent with each book ordered from this page. Mention

this ad on your order.

T he Psychology o f  Y our 
Name

B y  N e l l i e  V i o l a  D e w e y

The author says that the key to your 
inner nature is revealed in your name. 
To understand yourself is the begin
ning of that broader understanding of 
others. Cloth $1.50.

T he Path o f  Discipleship
B y A n n i e  B e s a n t

Describes the stages of moral and spir
itual growth through which the candi
date must pass in order to reach the 
first Great Initiation, and also tells of 
the qualifications needed to pass the 
first four Initiations. Cloth $1.00.

T he People o f  the Blue M ountains
B y  H . P. B l a v a t s k y

H. P. B. visited the enchanted, holy places in the Blue Mountains, and with her 
understanding of true occultism was able to bring back to civilization true ac
counts of that land and the strange people who live there. Cloth $1.75.

Pythagoras
B y  a  G r o u p  o f  S t u d e n t s

The Im m ediate Future
B y  A n n i e  B e s a n t

Ancestry, early life and travels; the na- In her masterful way, the author
ture and founding of Crotona; teach
ings and disciplines, including musical 
system of Pythagoras and the occult 
relationship between sound and color; 
later life and death. Cloth $1.50.

discusses impending changes, the 
growth o f a world-religion and 
a new social system in which co
operation supplants competition.

Cloth $1.25.
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