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fficer of the Theosophical Society,
aturally 1 have had to plumb down
into the depths of that movement, and
when | do plumb down into the depths of
that movement 1 find obviously at the
heart of it the book called
I have naturally had contact
with that book before, but | took up my
contacts with that book again, because no
one can be effective in the Theosophical
Society, in the real sense of the word

alI;ING at the present moment an

Never yet has been broken
The Silence eternal,

Never yet has been spoken
In accents supernal,

God’s Thought of Himself.

We are groping in blindness,
Who yearn to behold Him;
But in wisdom and kindness
In Darkness He folds Him,
Till the Soul learns to see.

So the veil is unriven

That hides the all-Holy;
So no token is given

That satisfies wholly
The cravings of man.

“effective,” unless he has had a definite
acquaintance at least with the spirit of
It is quite idle
for an individual to think that he can
give the very soul of our theosophical
science unless he has performed that Yoga
which brings him into touch with the most
remarkable book of the age.
Now | think that
can best be described in a number of
phrases which | picked up somewhere,
but I do not know where, a long time ago:

But, unhasting, advances
The march of the ages;

To Truth-seekers’ glances
Unrolling the pages

Of God'’s revelation.

Impatience unheeding,
Time, slowly revolving,
Unresting, unspeeding,
Is ever evolving
Fresh truths about God.

Human speech has not broken
The stillness supernal.

Yet ever is spoken
Through Silence eternal,

With growing distinctness,
God’s Thought of Himself.
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Editorials

Christmas
Peace on earth, goodwill toward men.

How much the peace depends upon the goodwill, -

and with what thankfulness should we view the
efforts of those great leaders of peace who in utmost
goodwill untiringly seek to promote international
peace, and whose efforts are constantly frustrated
by national and international prejudices.

It is only thirty-four years since the first inter-
national peace conference took place. Prior to 1899
arbitration was a word which had been used only
between two belligerent nations in their efforts to
settle a dispute already carried to the battlefield.
But in that year, and not until then, twenty-six
nations met at The Hague to consider means of
promoting international peace. Until that time,
through unnumbered centuries, weapons alone had
served the purpose of dispute. In the past thirty-
four years, stage by stage, through arbitration in
particular cases — then for all cases — through
mediation accepted in all circumstances, through
commission and conference and renunciation of
war, progress has been made to the point where the
major nations of the earth have agreed to confer on
all matters of difference rather than to fight. All of
this peace progress has taken place within thirty-
four years.

And now a great international body maintains
constant contact, by approval of almost all the
nations, to watch for causes that lead toward war,
and to call them to international attention before
the point of conflict is reached. National and inter-
national prejudice still stands in the way, but
analysis of what has occurred gives greatest hope,
despite all failures, that peace will some time be
assured. In all of these efforts America has been
among the foremost of the nations.

In connection with the recent treaty for the inter-
national control of the manufacture and sale of
arms, submitted by the American Government at
Geneva, it is noticeable that it closely parallels that
offered for consideration by the British Govern-
ment, but that the American treaty does not
contemplate the use of the League of Nations, and

as the New York Times remarks: ‘“There is plainly
implied a delicate consideration for the sensibilities
of those Americans who still believe that nothing
good can come out of the League of Nations.”

Yet we repeat, it is only within the course of
thirty-four years that the promulgation of peace
has been the subject of international effort. And
an unprejudiced analysis of the progress through
that brief period would fill every heart with hope,
and indeed with certainty, that the problem can
presently be solved. There have been failures —
there will be more — but every year brings definite
progress toward the establishment of goodwill and
understanding between nations, and on this good-
will and understanding rests the cause of peace.

Two thousand years ago, goodwill, love and
understanding became the foundation-stone of a
great religion. That religion provides the basie
qualities of individual and social life among the
western nations. Goodwill, not prejudice — under-
standing, not doubt — will bring that peace to all
people which some Christmastide will see.

An Oath of Citizenship

A member who was a candidate and was elected
to a county office recently, distributed the follow-
ing among all the high school children in the area.

‘““When being admitted to citizenship in
the ancient Greek Republic of Athens, the
Athenian youth solemnly took the following
oath:

‘We will never bring disgrace to this our
State, by any act of dishonesty or coward-
ice; nor ever desert our suffering comrades
in the ranks. We will fight for the ideals and
sacred things of the State, both alone and
with the many.

‘We will obey and revere the State’s laws,
and do our best to incite a like respect and

{Concluded on Page 272)



16A3 % * %1 ) b
| ) ) ) *  * *
2 E )
n / D %
)
| 0% o ! !
" ) *
* ' (
) 1 . ) n 4) 2 *
I * ) * ( 1
* %
* * ! *
. / )1 T
* | ) *
P ) %
1 ot ?
e 7 ! * * ) *
* HM |
v ) )
| ! ) ’
! * o * !
)y 1 )
| ) * * 1 )
* * | *
s - 1 "
I ) % _ 1o
; X * 19"3J )
* *) [ ! * !
| 1="33 ;"33 1K"JJ
$ !
* ) I) ¥ '
[ * D i
) * ) %
* ) |
| @ !
* /
() * 9= o<
3 ) *
) . / * too ‘proud
1 *$ ’ % )
! % - P
* 10" ) * D ) '
1+ I %" c
* ) * ) :
* o4/ " !
. - ) * b * E 1 | 1
* | ¥ * P
X ) \ ? 1 % *
) S ) L ) D
) T E *
| % % 5
| C * CD
' $ 3 )
5 ) ) E
3 * 1 (! ! )






*

4 45 (

4616- 1

*

)
) >
C *
?
! /)
1) $
e’

) 1=
$ IK"3J
193"3J

!
)
/
!
)
*
C *
7
|
* !
*
1
+
1
! )
1
*
! %
! ! ) *
/* )
)
! B
% *
I %
R/
S> %1 1+
?
*
%
/
|
) !
" )
)y IKI IFK
!
)
* !

4)

F9



272

ously encouraged and would be infused with new
life and interest. In some cases, where competent
leadership is available, they would gain study
classes from which new members would be de-
rived, and from the whole project these lodges
would obtain assurance that they could safely
embark on such ventures on their own financial
account in the future. It is this kind of project
that would take all of the money back into the
Section for lodge assistance in public work, which
this proposed change in the amount of dues would
accomplish, as well as the proper provision for the
work and expenses of the International Presi-
dential office.

. Let us now compare our sit-
Comparison = ygtion with that of the English

& Section. There is a country in
which the average normal income is far below the
average in this country, but the membership dues
are almost exactly the same as in this country.
With nearly 1,000 fewer members, and after de-
ducting the magazine in both cases, English mem-
bers pay in dues to the Section a total slightly
more than the members in this Section. Besides
this the dues in England are supplemented by
$6,000 annually from money that in the course of
years has been carefully invested to provide an
income for less prosperous years.

Add to this the additional fact that England is
a small country, easy and inexpensive to travel
in as compared with the wide stretches of America,
" and our members can begin to appreciate some-
thing of the difficulty of carrying on adequately
in this country, and the need for the greatest
devotion, practically offered, which the member-
ship can afford. As one of the members responding
to the inquiry stated, “I am very poor, but I
have begun to put five cents a week into a box to
pay the extra $2.00. We pay so little for the
great privileges of Theosophy.”

A few members, in response
to the question of dues, have re-
ferred to amounts paid to field workers. Let it be
clearly understood here and now that this Section
is paying much less to full-time workers than has
been paid during previous administrations. The
laborer is worthy of his hire, and anyone giving his

Compensation
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full time to the Theosophical Society and having
no independent income is entitled to earn a living
sufficient to properly provide home life and family
education, and this rightly applies now no less
than it applied in years gone by.

In the letter to lodge presidents I dealt with the
need of planning our work and therefore of being
able to determine in advance approximately the
amount of our income. This is the best answer
that can be provided to the suggestion that Dr.
Arundale’s work and that of the Section should
depend upon voluntary contributions. This is the
only alternative suggestion which has been sub-
stantially advanced. A few have urged that a $5.00
membership be created similar to the Higher Mem-
berships, of which the lowest is now $10.00. This is
worthy of consideration, but it does not answer
the vital requirement that ‘“‘the spiritual work in
which we are engaged depends upon a glad ac-
ceptance by every individual of a share of effort
and responsibility.” The life of the Society must
flow from the hearts of all the members, not from
the pocket-books of the few.

Other suggestions are that we decrease the field
service, but I have already stated in my annual
report: “The Society dies through ceasing to live
up to the limit of its capacity to work.”

I am glad to open this column,

I“lr‘i;ll‘:) rﬁt “From the National President,” with
Members 2 presentation of this question. I

have been happy with the responses,
whether they have been for or against the proposal.
I stand neither for nor against it at the moment,
but with the members in whatever decision they
may make. But I do stand for the great work and
for bending every effort and straining every nerve
to do it worthily, undeterred by difficulty and dis-
couragement. To be discouraged is to fail, and in
this service we shall not fail.

‘While the problem of seeing that the work is
carried on is mine, it is also that of every one of
us. In this column I share it with you, and I shall
use this column in succeeding months, to come
into close touch with all the members as we dis-
cuss the problems of the work, in which we shall
all carry on and in which discouragement and fear
and timidities have no place.

EDITORIALS

(Continued from Page 268)

reverence in those above us who are prone
to annul or set them at naught; we will
strive unceasingly to quicken the public
sense of civie duty.

‘Thus, in all these ways, we will transmit
this Republie, not less, but greater than it
was transmitted to us.” ”

The Athenians present to us ideals of citizen-

ship and state service which if carried out would
not only protect our country from the lawlessness
which at present is rife, but by “quickening the
sense of civic duty,” would insure that our legis-
lators and public officials were well chosen for the
gifts and capacities which they had to offer in
true public service, in which the state came first,
the party second and the officeholder last.
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From Mr. Sidney A.Cook

In this column in our last issue Dr. Roest brought
definitely to our attention certain psychological
factors which have a bearing upon our work. He
referred to the necessity for our recognizing that
there are lodges of different types and capacities,
and that we should not expect of any lodge activi-
ties of a type beyond the capacity of its members.

We cannot deny the fact that there are classi-
fications within the general social structure de-
termined by education, interest, age, ete. Dr. Roest
wisely points out that people of similar educational
standards naturally find mutual interest, and that
there is an obvious stratification of society. We
might add the example of the diversification of
interests caused by age. We do not find the old
and the young engaged in the same pursuits and
interests. Neither do we find the educated and the
uneducated ordinarily working together. These
are simple facts. They may not altogether conform
to our ideas of democracy. We may theoretically
claim that the socially elite should welcome close
contact with those of red instead of blue blood; that
the educated should set aside their delights in
intellectual exchanges and be content with the
conversational efforts of the less well informed;
that the old should participate in the activities and
enjoyments of the new generation.

‘Within the Theosophical Society these things do
actually occur. The brotherhood which is the out-
standing factor of theosophical membership does
make itself evident in a de-stratification and a
general merging in a common cause and an ideal-
istic purpose. The bond between members is that
of brotherhood only, and in the practical applica-
tion of the spirit of brotherhood, all differences of
age and social and educational status in some
measure disappear.

But because it is possible in that spirit to look
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beyond these distinctions is no reason that we
should shut our eyes to the fact that they do exist
outside, and it is to this that Dr. Roest is calling
our attention and pointing out that every lodge,
if it is to attract all kinds of people, must have all
kinds of members, and that a lodge which is com-
posed of people of one kind socially and education-
ally will generally attract to themselves only people
of the same social and educational standards; just
as a lodge composed entirely of old people will
seldom attract young members, and vice versa.

Lodges which are standardized in this way there-
fore have but two options: either to distinctly set
themselves to introduce new people who will at-
tract new types of members and build up around
them new activities interesting all kinds of people;
or else to recognize their limitations and work to
build up their membership by unusually fine and
well coordinated activity within their own sphere
and capacity to carry on.

Headquarters has given recognition to the fact
that some lodges cannot be expected to carry on
wide and extensive public activities. Some are
much better fitted for quiet class work, small social
study groups, just as intensively and perfectly
carried out and organized as the wider public work.
It would be well for each lodge perhaps to study
and analyze its capacities and definitely set before
itself a line of progress, either to the development of
more varied capacities through a special effort to
attract members of a different type, or to make use
of its present capacities to fuller extent by doing
more perfectly that work for which its membership
is best fitted.

Dr. Roest says, “The local reputation of The-
osophy depends upon subtle factors,” and above all
we should see that what we undertake in public
wo;‘lk is well done and is within our capacity to do
well. :

Adyar News

The Executive Committee has been working
hard at retrenchment. Their efforts have confirmed
once again the well known fact that retrenchment,
business-like, effective, ruthless, is possible and
eagy if left to the mind alone, whose nature is ever
cold, callous and scientific. But in practice the
human heart comes in and makes the carrying out
of the mind’s fine plans difficult and often im-
possible. The paradox facing them is that retrench-
ment at Adyar, as elsewhere, means more hardship,
of less wages or no work, for a number of people
already poor. Until the President’s return, there-
fore, the Committee has confined itself to making
specific recommendations for reductions of ex-
penditure in each department, and has withheld
sanction of all new proposals involving permanent
increase of expenditure.

The date of the annual International Convention
at Adyar has been changed. The Convention will
now be held December 26 to December 29, 1934.

September 20 was the first anniversary of our
great President-Mother’s passing. At Adyar, it was
very appropriately celebrated with a ceremony of
thanksgiving at the Bharat Samaj Temple at
4 p.m., the hour of her passing. The ceremony in-
cluded the chanting of old Sanskrit shlokas and
new poems composed for the occasion; it was
attended by a large gathering consisting of Adyar
residents and employees, the Besant Memorial
School and the Olcott Free School.

After the ceremony all the people went in pro-
cession, the two schools carrying garlanded por-

(Concluded on Page 288)
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Medford Lodge: Miss Sommer gave two
public lectures at the Women’s Club room in the
City Hall October 23 and 24. There was good
musie, contributed by a professional singer, pre-
ceding the lecture each night. Miss Sommer
also addressed a members’ meeting on October
24. Her visit was enjoyed very much and the
lodge would be happy to have her visit Medford
again.

New York Lodge issues an exceptionally live
and attractive bulletin, which gives many de-
lightful news items concerning the members as
well as the activities of the lodge. The season
was begun very auspiciously, with a brief visit
from Mr. Jinarajadasa, a series of lectures by
Mr. Rogers and one public talk by Bishop Hamp-
ton. Mr. and Mrs. Kunz returned to New York
on October 19, and the various seminars and
classes are once more flourishing under Mr. Kunz’
direction. Mr. Kunz is giving an interesting
series of talks on Friday evenings, and it has been
announced that Mr. and Mrs. Kunz will take an
active part in the members’ meetings, which are
to be devoted this season to a study of “The
Origin and Purpose of the T. S.” Dr. Roest
gave two talks recently which were much enjoyed
both by members and the public.

Oklahoma City Lodge: Plans are under way
for a Christmas bazaar on December 9, and the
members are all working busily to make it a
success. The weekly dinners given last season
have been discontinued due to the illness of two
of those who did the cooking, and other means
for filling the treasury are being devised.

Omaha Lodge: The people of Omaha had the
pleasure of hearing Bishop Hampton in a series
of three lectures, under the auspices of Omaha
Lodge, on November 5, 6 and 7, in the Crystal
Room of the Rome Hotel. An unusual feature
was the music furnished on the first evening by
the Y. M. C. A. Little Symphony Orchestra,
directed by Mr. Dante Picciotti.

Progress Lodge (Omaha): A series of public
lectures on “Esoteric Christianity” is to be given
on Sunday afternoons during this season by Mr.
Warren Watters, president of Progress Lodge.

Pythagoras Lodge (Cincinnati) started its fall
season in attractive new quarters in the very
center of the city in one of the finest hotels. The
first lecture of the season was given by the presi-
dent; and Bishop Hampton was with the lodge
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for two public lectures and a members’ meeting
October 24 and 25.

Sacramento Lodge enjoyed a two-day visit
from Miss Sommer on October 26 and 27. She
gave an address to the weekly Enquirers’ Class on
“Education for Leisure,” and a public lecture,
“Man, Whence, Whither and Why.” Miss Som-
mer was greatly appreciated and made many
friends, some of whom were particularly interested
in the educational aspeet of her work.

Seattle Lodge of the Inner Light reports
that its winter plans are well under way and that
the present location is bringing a new clientele
to the library. The present schedule includes
two open meetings a week — a Sunday evening
class in “The Ancient Wisdom,” conducted by
Mr. Thomas G. Yerex, and a series of talks on
“Occultism and Life” given on Friday evenings
by the president, Mr. Charles Berst. Both meet-
ings are proving popular and profitable. During
the fall season the lodge has been favored with
several lectures by Mr. Kunz, Miss Sommer.and
Mr. Rogers.

St. Paul Lodge has been unusually active this
fall. Miss Sommer, Mr. Kunz, Miss Henkel and
Mr. Rogers have visited the lodge. A vegetarian
dinner and entertainment, with an attendance of
seventy-five, were given on October 20. The study
class, under the direction of Mrs. Mary Boxell, is
well attended this year.

Syracuse Lodge is very enthusiastic over its
recent revival, which was brought about largely
by the Greater America Plan and the activities of
Dr. Roest. The lodge now has new, centrally lo-
cated quarters, with a seating capacity of about
sixty. The room has been freshly decorated, and
new rugs, lamps and reading table add to its
beauty. Special credit for the attractiveness of the
quarters is due Mrs. Linda Tobey, Mrs. Grace
Paine and Miss Minnie Holmes, who made lovely
curtains and overdrapes and upholstered two chairs
for the speaker’s table. Dr. Roest was much pleased
with the whole effect when he visited the lodge early
in October. The hall was filled to capacity for Dr.
Roest’s public lectures, and several new members
were added during his visit and shortly following it.
An interesting program for the members’ meetings
has been planned, and a beginners’ class, instruc-
ted by Mrs. Helen Stark, now has an attendance of
twelve non-members.

Mail copy for the above columns not later than the 15th of

the month.

The third aspect of the Supreme, in Becoming,
is a manifestation of Beauty in all His works —

His activity is indeed Beauty.

The Ancient

Wisdom declares this universal fact.

— ANNIE BESANT
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Gratitude

Olcott found a loyal and devoted helper in Mr.
Jean Kabots of St. Paul, who recently gave some
seven weeks of his time and skillful labor in the
repair and maintenance of the Headquarters build-
ing. Necessary work on the masonry, roofs and
window frames was accomplished in excellentorder,
and we are truly grateful for fine workmanship
rendered in a splendid spirit of service.

Copies of Dr. Arundale’'s Letter
to Public Available

Genesee Lodge, Rochester, New York, has avail-
able for distribution 300 copies of Dr. Arundale’'s
“Letter to the General Public,” which was written
shortly after his election to the Presidency of the
Society. As was announced in the October issue,
the lodge had copies of the letter multigraphed for
distribution among leading citizens in the various
walks of life.

Copies may be obtained, at the rate of fifty for
sixty cents, plus postage, by writing to Genesee
Lodge, 123 N. Union, Rochester, New York.

The Olcott Lecture

We remind all of our members, and especially
our budding as well as our proven lecturers, that
the choosing of the Olcott Lecture and its presen-
tation by its author at Convention isto be an annual
event.

Eleven lectures were submitted last year and
more are hoped for this year. Will those who antici-
pate offering a lecture please let us know of their
intention? The winning lecturer is entitled to free
entertainment (board, room and registration) dur-
ing Convention at Olcott.

Again, A Warning

The kindness of our members is again being im-
posed upon. This time in the Middle West by a
young man who presents himself as a member from
Los Angeles, in acute need of money, who requests
sufficient money to pay for a telegram to his people.
It is evident that this is merely a ruse to secure
money, since one member experimented with him
and the message was returned unclaimed.

The case bears evidence also of the necessity of
guarding our members list. Every lodge officer
should feel this responsibility and refuse to give
names and addresses for any other purpose than
official theosophical business.
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A Theosophical Business
Enterprise

We are just in receipt of the annual report of
the Theosophical Broadcasting Station at Sydney,
of which Dr. Arundale is the Chairman of the
Board, and Mr. A. E. Bennett, Managing Director.

The balance sheet shows that from an original
investment of $12,000 the broadcasting company
has built up its assets to more than $90,000. Over
$40,000 was spent in the course of the year for
the provision of programs and broadcasting talent
to maintain the high standards of program neces-
sary to retain for the Theosophical Broadcasting
Station its first-rank position.

It is operating at a substantial profit, of which
$5,000 is set aside exclusively for theosophical
propaganda.

More power to 2GB!

Ohio Federation

Dayton Lodge was host to one of the most suc-
cessful contact meetings ever held in the State of
Ohio, Sunday, November 18, in the Biltmore Hotel.
It was a delightful Indian summer afternoon. Seven
lodges over the southwestern part of the state were
represented, and there were seventy-three members
and friends present.

After a delightful musical program the meeting
was called to order by the president, Mr. James S.
Perkins, Jr. Mrs. A. Juliet Burdoine, president of
Dayton Lodge, gave the address of welcome and
outlined the plans for the public work of Dayton
Lodge for the next few months.

A talk on “Theosophy in Action” was given by
Mr. Perkins, who spoke with clear understanding,
forcefully and enthusiastically presenting the sub-
ject. He used the Seven Steps as the basis of his
talk, showing that life and purpose are one; that
fundamentally there is but one life, one purpose,
behind the multitudinous, ever-changing, infinitely
diverse forms in which it is clothed and expressed.
At the close of the address there was time given to
discussion and many interesting points were
brought out.

The meeting closed with enthusiastic, harmoni-
ous feelings of joy and delight. Tea was then
served. Many books were sold and much free
literature on theosophical subjects was distributed
among interested friends.

The first contact meeting of the year was held
at Hamilton, Sunday, October 21, with five lodges
represented and forty-three members in attendance.

Dr. C.J. Baldridge, presidentof Ham ilton Lodge,
gave the address of welcome, after which Mr. Per-

kins introduced the speaker of the day, Bishop
Charles Hampton, whose subject was “A New
Spirit in Theosophy.” Mr. Perkins made an-

nouncements of the future plans of the Federation,
and the meeting adjourned.

Men of chax-acter ax-e the conscience of the
society to which they belong.— Emerson.



