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Report of the National President
Summer Proceedings 1934

Editor’s Note: It was originally planned to publish this report separately. The 
cost, however, prohibits and it is therefore included here in full, although brief 
excerpts from it have previously appeared.

THE By-Laws of the Society require that the 
National President shall annually make a 
full report of all its affairs. That is a very 

large order in a Society carrying on a wide variety 
of activities, and great condensation is obviously 
essential. Yet I desire that our members shall be 
fully informed, not only as to the state of the 
Section and the condition of the Society in its 
various aspects, but that they shall also recognize 
the policy that is being pursued and that governs 
the general trend and purpose of all that is under­
taken. Therefore, in making this report, the fourth 
that I shall have presented to you, but the first 
covering a full year of my election (my first two 
years filling Mr. Rogers’ unexpired term), I wish 
that you would take note of the underlying 
policy as well as the facts of the present situation. 
This matter of policy is all-important, reaching 
into the future as well as dealing with the condi­
tions of the present.

I believe firmly that an organization in order to 
accomplish and succeed must have not only a 
vision of what it is to be, but a definitely thought 
out program and policy by which to approach the 
goal that that vision presents; otherwise we shall 
lack coordination in our efforts and be too ready 
to drop any plan of activity that does not bring 
immediately tangible results, forgetting, unless we 
have the goal and the pathway clearly in mind, 
that those elements not immediately productive 
are nevertheless designed to make their contribu­
tion. A plan that is sound in its origination and 
concept will in the end blossom forth with much 
more of accomplishment than could a number of 
unrelated, uncoordinated schemes, designed only 
for immediate expediency. I am personally eager 
that my administration shall not only bring us 
immediate physical results, but even more that I 
shall sometime turn the Society over to my 
successor sounder, stronger in bedrock principles 
of permanent progress, more capable of carrying 
on by its own inherently built-in power. If by 
your will and your approval, the basic policy of 
my administration is continued over a reasonable 
period, we shall see its result in a natural strength 
and stability of membership as well as in physical 
properties and financial rating.

So I ask you to consider seriously the policy 
herein outlined as it is unfolded in the course of 
this report, so that your acceptance of the report,

if you do accept it, may also constitute your 
approval of this policy, that we may pursue it 
strongly together to the creation of that self- 
sustaining membership structure that we all 
desire the Society to attain, and on which I 
believe its useful future depends. I return to this 
subject later.

I present to you the following balance sheet, 
prepared, in order that it may be comparative, 
in exactly the same form as for the three previous 
years.

Balance Sheet

� � � � � �

Net Depreciated Building Fund Assets $238,978.22
Other Furniture and Equipment.......  13,706.17
Oakdale Avenue Property (Sales Con­

tract Equity)...................................  9,200.00
Invested Assets (Gifts not yet convert­

ed into cash)....................................  1,700.00
Net Worth of the Theosophical Press 27,205.26 
Cash, Securities and Current Receiv­

ables (at cost)..................................  14,583.15
Deferred Charges................................  1,451.58

306,824.38
� � � 	 � � � � � � �

5% Gold Debenture Bonds, outstand­
ing.................................................... $ 60,500.00

Special Purpose Funds, unexpended.. 2,025.74
Deferred Income.................................. 5,011.60
Current Liabilities...............................  2,417.92

69,955.26
� � � � � � � � �

Theosophical Press........$ 27,205.26
Wheaton Building Fund. 218,352.51 
General Investment Ac­

count ..........................  8,688.65
236,869.12

306,824.38

If you will compare this with the balance sheet 
presented a year ago you will find that the net 
worth of the Theosophical Society has fallen from 
$244,000 to $237,000, in round figures a reduction 
of $7,000. But when a detailed comparison is 
made, you readily find $4,400 of this to be a reduc-
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Kunz, well known and dependable as national 
lecturers, were constantly in the field, carrying 
on their work, naturally, among the stronger 
lodges in the cities that are able to provide the 
larger public audiences. Of our field workers, Dr. 
Pieter K. Roest and Miss Anita Henkel traveled 
throughout the Section, and Dr. Nina E. Pickett 
within a smaller area. Bishop Charles Hampton 
and Miss Elaine Scribner, operating unattached, 
also traveled in connection with their own special 
lines of activity and visited our lodges and did 
work among them as opportunity offered.

I come now to a discussion of the activities that 
have been carried on under the Greater America 
Plan, and which your enthusiastic endorsement 
at last Convention made almost mandatory upon 
the Administration. I trust that your hopes for 
the first year have been fulfilled. We have spent 
in field work $2,500 more than we spent the 
year previous, reserving approximately $600 of 
the fund provided for the development of the 
Lodge Handbook, which was a part of the Plan. 
Those of you who are presidents of lodges already 
have copies of that Handbook, with its first 100 
pages of material, soon to be supplemented by a 
regular monthly service. As a full report of the 
Greater America Plan and discussion of its po­
tentialities and future development will be pro­
vided at a later stage of our program, I shall not 
develop it here, but there are some pertinent facts 
related to it that I wish to place before you. 
While in doing so I necessarily make comparisons 
between two types of activity — that among the 
small lodges through field workers, and that among 
large lodges through national lecturers — I do 
this without intent to disparage the national 
lecture work, which in its sphere has immense 
value, but only to show the very great importance 
of an activity which embraces the small as well 
as the large centers. I do this because I know 
that there is some feeling that the all-important 
activity is that of reaching the general public 
through lecture work, which will bring an immedi- 
are increase in membership, and that other activi­
ties which do not directly produce such a self 
evident result are of little consequence relatively, 
and that available funds should therefore be di­
rected to the reduction of our indebtedness 
rather than to such development as is fostered by 
the Greater America Plan.

Let me first, therefore, make it clear to you that 
our national lecturers cannot include in their 
regular itineraries more than about twenty per 
cent of the lodges in the Section, these twenty 
per cent being those that can guarantee large 
audiences to the lecturers. This twenty per cent 
of the total number of lodges represents approxi­
mately one-third of the lodge membership, leav­
ing eighty per cent of the lodges and two-thirds of 
the lodge members entirely uncared for by this 
form of activity. I cannot agree that our policy 
would be sound or our money well spent if we re­
stricted our work to the strong lodges which com­
prise the smaller group and which are able of 
themselves to carry on activities that sustain the

interest of the new members resulting from public 
lecture work.

I point out further that of the 468 new members 
who joined the Society last year, 158 were received 
into the lodges visited by our national lecturers, 
but a much larger number, 230, were received into 
membership through the smaller lodges that na­
tional lecturers do not visit, while eighty came into 
National membership through casual contacts, 
through our literature and otherwise. Let it 
further be noted that over ninety lodges secured 
one or more new members during the course of the 
year, sixty of them being lodges off the beaten 
track of the national lecturers. I have already 
stated that the lodges are the backbone of the 
Section, and we cannot but recognize the value of 
the many smaller lodges that constitute two- 
thirds of the lodge membership. Some of our larger 
lodges have frequently emphasized their need of a 
visiting lecturer once or twice, or more frequently, 
each year to maintain the interest of their own 
members. How much more is it then necessary 
that the smaller lodge, less able to provide interest 
from within its own membership, shall be sup­
ported in ��	  efforts and aided by representa­
tives supplied from Headquarters?

Our two field workers, Dr. Roest and Miss 
Henkel, since last Convention have traveled in 
the Section over 23,000 miles, 20,000 of it by 
automobile, and they have contacted 119 lodges, 
many of which had seen no representative from 
Headquarters for a number of years; they have 
reached approximately a score of others through 
attending fourteen federation gatherings, making 
an almost complete coverage. This is the work 
that has been done in the field under the Greater 
America Plan, accomplished, as I have already 
stated, through the funds that you so enthus­
iastically provided at Convention last year, and 
without depleting our current working resources.

Contact with all the lodges is a vital need, not 
only for the lodges themselves but for sound, 
integrated growth of the Section as a whole.

The value of this work must be recognized and 
appreciated, while still giving due importance to 
that of' the national lecturers. We should give 
full recognition to the useful groups or lodges 
that do not desire or are not equipped to carry 
on or support public lecture work. We cannot 
refuse to these the contacts that Headquarters is 
obligated to provide and is providing through the 
Greater America Plan and the field workers that 
your contributions made available. You will be 
glad to know that we have arranged to add to 
that field staff, to still more thoroughly cover the 
lodges, another worker whom you all know, Mr. 
Fred H. Werth. That I feel should be the line of 
our developing activity.

Does it not seem reasonable that we must pre­
pare ourselves and the Society to ����  new mem­
bers before we expend our efforts and our funds 
to obtain additions to our membership? Doesn’t 
it naturally follow that if we can build up our 
lodges, not in membership only, but in live interest 
in Theosophy and its relationship to other fields
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The first stage of Dr. Arundale’s tour to America 

and Europe was a day’s stay in Bombay, where 
Theosophy and Theosophists have fine standing. 
A reception there to the new President of the 
Society and his wife was attended by the Mayor of 
Bombay, the Vice-Chancellor of the Bombay Uni­
versity, editors of the principal newspapers, and 
many other prominent persons.

During the President’s absence from Adyar he 
has appointed Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti as his deputy 
for the administration of the Headquarters and 
estate.

The offices of the President are in the Head­
quarters building, the Recording Secretary and the 
Treasurer having their offices in the building of the 
Theosophical Publishing House.

An editorial board has been established by the 
President, and the magazine will now be conducted 
by this board, of which Dr. Arundale will be chair­
man, and of which Mrs. Dinshaw, Mr. Jinaraja- 
dasa, Mr. Hamerster, Mr. Sri Ram, Mr. Sitarama 
Shastri and Mr. Subramania Iyer will be members.

The Theosophist is printed by the Vasanta Press, 
which is purchasing new type for the improvement 
of the appearance of the magazine and of the books 
which it prints.

Preliminary announcement of the International 
Convention to be held at Adyar at Christmas time 
shows that there will be four lectures under the 
title “ The Present Value of Theosophy and the 
Theosophical Society to the Individual and to the 
World.”  These four lectures will be known as “ The 
Blavatsky Lecture,”  “ The Olcott Lecture,”  “ The 
Besant Lecture”  and “ The Leadbeater Lecture.” 
The first will be given by Mr. Jinarajadasa, the 
second by the Vice-President, Mr. Hirendranath 
Datta, and lecturers have yet to be chosen for the 
other two. There will also be an international sym­
posium on the subject “Whither Our Society and 
Theosophy?”  and a most interesting item will be a 
lecture on the development and contribution of the 
Adyar Library. The Young Theosophists and the 
Indian Section will be specially represented, there 
will be an exhibition of theosophical history and of 
Indian art, and an entertainment will be presented 
by the Adyar Players.

The Convention of December, 1935, will be the 
Diamond Jubilee, in commemoration of sixty years 
of the Society’s activity.

Madras naturally gave the first welcome to the 
new President. The Madras lodges gave a recep­
tion and many prominent citizens attended, in­
cluding the Sheriff of Madras, the Advocate- 
General and a number of leading lawyers and busi­

ness men. A great gathering took place in Gokhale 
Hall, where Dr. Besant gave some of her greatest 
orations and which has been the scene of so many 
of her great contributions to India’s regeneration. 
She it was who presented Gokhale Hall to Madras.

In the course of his response to a number of 
addresses Dr. Arundale said:

“ It is well we should dream, it is well we 
should have visions, but of what avail these 
if they do not take upon themselves physical 
shape for the upliftment of the world? The 
world needs Theosophy and the Theosophi­
cal Society. Are we who are today’s mem­
bers capable of giving that which we our­
selves have received? It is good to receive, 
but the consummation of receiving is in the 
sharing. We do not know our Theosophy, 
we do not fulfill our membership save as we 
share both with those who need them no less 
than ourselves.”

Mr. Warrington writes from “Himani”  Kalim- 
pong:

"Mrs. Warrington and I are by now quite 
comfortably ’dug in’ here in this heavenly 
spot and are very happy. The thermometer 
hugs 70° closely, rain or shine — mostly rain 
so far, though we do see Kin chin junga oc­
casionally. It is wonderful to have the feel­
ing that one up here is living almost within 
the very atmosphere of the Masters, for we 
cannot be one hundred and fifty miles from 
Their residence.”

Mr. Warrington has just sailed from India on 
his return to California.

Miss Neff, recently of the Adyar staff, is travel­
ing in England and writes from Glastonbury:

“We came from London in the car — an 
afternoon’s drive — to this old town, called 
‘the holiest erthe in England,’ because Chris­
tianity began here, according to tradition, 
through the coming of Joseph of Arimathea, 
the man who offered his grave for the use of 
Christ’s body, and brought with him the 
Holy Grail, the Cup used at the Last Supper. 
Glastonbury is also steeped in traditions of 
King Arthur (died 542), who was buried 
here. Besides search for the Holy Grail, 
which had been lost or concealed, he came 
here as overlord of the district, gave certain 
lands to the Abbeys, and his capital, Came- 
lot, was on Cadbury Hill, twenty-five‘miles 
away — a triple circled encampment enclos­
ing eighteen acres within the inner moat.”

The President will be back in Adyar about No­
vember 5, and Mr. Jinarajadasa early in December.
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F o u n d e rs ’ D a y C o lle c tio n
Founders’ Day is one of those few occasions 

when the lodge collection is dedicated to the work 
as a whole and is therefore sent to Headquarters 
for the general funds. It is fitting that this should 
be done. Founders’ Day is celebrated throughout 
the Section by every lodge. It is a national 
commemoration and the proceeds should appro­
priately be given to the national work as the 
founders gave themselves to all.

R e v iv a l o f  Lo d ge R e p o rts
Some years ago it was the practice to require of 

every lodge president a report of his lodge, the 
number of new members, the number of rein­
statements, the resignations, members dropped for 
lack of interest, etc. Such a report has to be made 
by the National President to Adyar once each 
quarter, and every year an annual report sum­
marizing this statistical data and supplementing 
it with a report of the general conditions prevail­
ing throughout the Section, the activities of the 
year, the work accomplished, the progress made 
and the extent to which the Section has or has not 
made its contribution to the spread of Theosophy 
throughout the world.

It is proposed to revive the annual lodge reports, 
and next spring each lodge president will be called 
upon to submit a report of the condition of the 
lodge, the nature of its activities, its contribution 
to the growth of theosophical enterprise and the 
spread of Theosophy within its area. This notice 
is given at this time that each lodge may be pre­
pared to make its report, keeping accurate records 
in order that all of the data may be available so 
that when called for, the report may be made 
available without delay.

Much of value as to work accomplished, methods 
of organization and of publicity, the conduct of 
meetings and the nature of activities can thus be 
gathered together — probably for publication and 
distribution among all of the lodges. The National 
President trusts that each lodge will endeavor to 
make itself felt so that its report in the hands of 
sister lodges may prove to be of value.

4 � 5 � �� �� �� � � � � � � �1
In Theosophy. Why Not Take

T h e  T h e o s o p h i s t

A first-rate monthly magazine, edited by 
the President

Per year $4.50—Single copy 50 cents

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �����
Olcott, Wheaton, Illinois

E s p e c ia lly  fo r P re sid e n ts
Every now and again it is necessary to check and 

sometimes to overhaul the machinery of organi­
zation. It is so easy to assume that methods which 
once served their purpose are still satisfactory. We 
have a tendency to overlook the fact that changing 
conditions require new methods, and there is always 
the danger, where there is an annual change of 
officers in an organization, that the new officers will 
not thoroughly understand, with the result that a 
gradual departure from essentials and a gradual 
failure to meet the needs naturally ensues.

Lodge presidents have an obligation to see that 
all lodge officers are alive to their responsibilities 
and the needs of their work and position, and to see 
that the machinery and methods of the secretary, 
treasurer, librarian and other officers, once effec­
tive, are still effective as the needs of the present 
day and the present organization may require.

It ought to occur to lodge presidents that upon 
being elected they should check over all of the pro­
cedures of the officers for whom they are responsi­
ble. We have at Headquarters observed instances 
of failure of lodge officers to carry out essential rou­
tine. Members who have paid their dues have been 
actually dropped from the rolls at Adyar because 
of the failure of lodge secretaries and treasurers. 
It is not quite enough to call attention to such 
failures and for the lodge officers to insure that 
such happenings do not recur. These astounding 
failures ought to be the signal to the lodge president 
to look into the whole procedure and routine, the 
whole mechanism of lodge functioning, to see what 
is the matter with the machine that it thus breaks 
down.

There is a business side to lodge activities, and 
the business procedure of the lodge needs a peri­
odical overhaul at the hands of the president, or 
somebody skilled in such matters whom he should 
appoint.

A  S o u th  A fric a n  Lod ge B u lle t in
We have been receiving since July a three-page 

monthly bulletin issued by the lodge in Pretoria, 
Central South Africa. The bulletin is written in a 
very friendly style and contains many items of 
interest. There are about thirty-five members of 
the lodge scattered over South Africa, who are 
kept in touch with the activities of the lodge 
through this splendid bulletin.

4 � 5 � � 0� �� �1 �6 Have You Given 
Each a Copy of

Theosophy Simply T old  to a Banker 
at H is Desk

HELP YOUR FRIENDS —  HELP THEOSOPHY
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V is ito rs  at O lc o tt— S e p te m b e r �
a n d  O ctober, 1934

Mr. and Mrs. A. Blackburn, Los Angeles, Calif.; Mr. and 
Mrs. S. H. Wilson, Cleveland, Ohio; Mrs. Henrietta Weinkey, 
Cleveland, Ohio; Mr. and Mrs. Leonard B. Smith, Decatur, 
111.; Polly Patterson, Oklahoma City, Okla.; Joe Patterson, 
Oklahoma City, Okla., Louise M. Ireland, South Hadley, 
Mass., Mrs. R. H. Edwards, Tampa, Fla.; William L. Abt, 
Oak Park, 111.; Kathleen Martin, West Palm Beach, Fla.; 
Kathleen D. Maurer, Glendale, Calif.; Berenice R. Rossetti, 
Elmwood Park, 111.; William Rooney, New York, N. Y.; Willie 
Kracht, New York, N. Y.; R. E. Snodgrass, Eugene, Ore.; 
Mrs. Caroline E. Catton, Grand Rapids, Mich.; Mrs. Eugenia 
L. Brown, Minneapolis, Minn.; Victor A. Neuman, Minneapolis, 
Minn.; Mrs. M. C. Taylor, St. Paul, Minn.; Mrs. May Rowan, 
Minneapolis, Minn.; .Mrs. Lillian Lowder, Minneapolis, 
Minn.; Mrs. Dorothy Lund, Hopkins, Minn.; Mrs. Goldie 
Kabots, S t Paul, Minn.; Norma L. Makey, Detroit, Mich.; 
Lois Russell, Detroit, Mich.; Mrs. Elsie Pearson, Detroit, 
Mich.; S. J. von Koenneritz, Austin, Texas.

It in e r a r ie s
Miss � ���� � � ����	 �� Field Worker 

November 1-20, Chicago District.
November 22-28, Kansas City, Mo.

� � �� � ��� ���� � ������ �� Field Worker 
November 4-9, Dallas, Texas.
November 9-January 1, San Antonio, Texas.

Dr. � ����� � K. � ���� �� National Lecturer and 
Field Director

November 1-December 6, East Coast Federation.

� � �� L. W. � ����� �� National Lecturer 
November 4, 5, Helena, Mont.
November 6-9, Spokane, Wash.
November 11-15, Seattle, Wash.
November 16-20, Tacoma, Wash.

� � �� � ��� �H.  ���� �� Field Worker 
November 11-December 10, Michigan Federa­
tion.

F o r m  o f B e q u e st
I  give, devise, and bequeath to The Theosophical 

Society in America, a corporation, with its principal 
place o f business in the City o f Wheaton, State o f
Illinois, the sum of.___________ dollars ($ )
(or the following described property) :______________

Cash contributions made within the taxable year to The Theosophical 
Society in America not exceeding IS per cent o f the taxpayers' net 
income are allowable as deductions in computing net income under 
Article 2S1 of Regulation 69 relating to the income tax under the 
Revenue Act o f 1926.

Endowments may be made to the Society with the provision that an 
annuity be paid to the patron for life.

E n ro u te  to A d y a r
Mrs. Marie Poutz, Miss Jane Decker of Balti­

more, and Miss Kathryn Devereux of New Orleans, 
will sail on November 10 on the S. S. Bremen from 
New York City for Southhampton on their way 
to Adyar. Bon voyage.

S ta tistics
Births

To Mr. and Mrs. George Reifel, Alhambra Lodge, a daughter, 
Julianne Beth, on September 12, 1934.

Deaths
Mr. Thomas Ellwood, Butte Lodge, October 6,1934.
Mr. James McGlynn, Spokane Lodge, September 10, 1934. 
Miss Inger A. Wilson, Chicago Lodge, October 17, 1934. 
Mrs. Mary E Yorks, Copernicus Lodge, September, 1934.

Marriages
Miss Margaret Barai, Olcott Lodge, Wheaton, and Mr. 

Oliver I. Greene, National Member, October 9, 1934.
Miss Mary Louise Ault, Houston Lodge, and Mr. LeRoy E. 

Wyatt, July 28, 1934.
Miss Bessie Carter, Houston Lodge, and Mr. Frank Gehr- 

man, September 5 ,1934.

New Lodge Officers
Aberdeen Lodge — Pres., Mr. M. C. Lasell; Vice-Pres., 

Dr. Pauline Curran; Sec’y, Miss Freda Taylor; Librarian, Mr. 
Harold Sahliney.

Alhambra Lodge — Pres., Mr. Gust Johnson; Vice-Pres., 
Mrs. Alta Terry Coulter; Sec’y» Mrs. Kathryn Bozman Rich­
ards; Treas., Mrs. Mackie B. Stuart; Librarian and Pur. Book 
Agent, Miss Florence Young.

Bremerton L odge— Pres, and Librarian, Mrs. Bessie 
Harlow Burks; Sec’y-Treas., Miss Esther Natterlund.

Helena Lodge —  Pres., Mrs. Dolly Dean Burgess; 1st Vice- 
Pres., Mrs. J. M. Lewis; 2nd Vice-Pres., Miss Grace Ring; 
Sec’y-Treas., Mr. W. W. Casper.

Saginaw Lodge —  Pres., Dr. Harriet Knott; Vice-Pres., 
Mrs. Nina Pike; Sec’y, Mr. Melvin Joyce; Treas., Mr. Henry 
Shaver; librarian, Miss Fannie Geisman.

American Theosophical Fund
Previous receipts. ..................................................$67.70
To October 15.....................................................................  4.30

62.00
Building Fund

Mr. M. B. Holmes, Mr. and Mrs. H. O. Bjerg, Mr. Wayne 
Pratt, Mr. Walter Wessel, Miss Annie Clegg, Miss Ella Clegg, 
Dr. Nina E. Pickett —  Total $45.90.

Greater America Plan Fund
Previous receipts............................................................... $546.17
To October 15.................................................................... 80.00

626.17
Higher Memberships

Previous receipts.............................................................. $534.00
To October 15...................................................................  110.00

644.00
Nursery and Shrub Fund

Total...................................................................................... $1.00

Publicity Fund
Total...................................................................................... $1.00

New Members From September 1 to 
October 20, 1934

Applications for membership during the above period were 
received from the following lodges: Chicago, Albany, Bir­
mingham, Detroit, St. Louis, Berkeley, Saginaw, Los Angeles, 
New York, Tacoma, Boulder, Colorado, Richmond, Jackson­
ville, Herakles-Chicago, Lansing, Annie Besant-Chicago, 
Besant-Tulsa, Genesee-Rochester, Minneapolis, Oak Park, 
Brooklyn, Memphis, Progress-Omaha, Vipunen-New York, 
Kansas City, Bremerton, Portland, Annie Besant-San Diego, 
Leadbeater-Jacksonville, Besant-Cleveland, Akbar-Chicago, 
Casper, Brahmavidya-Tampa, Wheaton, Indianapolis; and 
National members: Portland, Ore.; Doraville, Ga.; Fort Smith, 
Ark.: Litchfield, Conn.; Grand Rapids, Mich.; New York,
N. Y .; Brooklyn, N. Y.
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