


! H P B Gave to the World
Theosophy

H. S OLCOTT Gave to the World

The Theosophical Society

Each was chosen by the Masters;
which brought the greater gift?"’

ANNIE BESANT.
» @ «

“They (H.P.B. and H.S.O.) have that in them which

we have but too rarely found elsewhere — unselfishness
and an eager readiness for self-sacrifice for the good of
others; what a ‘multitude of sins’ does this not cover!
It is a truism, yet | say it, that in adversity alone can we
discover the real man. It is true manhood when one
boldly accepts one’s share of the collective karma of the
group one works with and does not permit one’s self to
be embittered and to see others in blacker colors than
reality, or to throw all blame upon some one ‘black
sheep,’ a victim, specially selected. Such a true man as
that we will ever protect and, despite his shortcomings,
assist to develop the good he has in him. Such an one
is sublimely unselfish; he sirks his personality in his cause
and takes no heed of discomforts or personal obloquy

unjustly fastened upon him.” —K. H.
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Report of the National President

Summer Proceedings 1934

Editor’s Note: It was originally planned to publish this report separately. The

cost, however, prohibits and it is therefore included here in full, although brief
excerpls from it have previously appeared.

HE By-Laws of the Society require that the

National President shall annually make a

full report of all its affairs. That is a very
large order in a Society carrying on a wide variety
of activities, and great condensation is obviously
essential. Yet I desire that our members shall be
fully informed, not only as to the state of the
Section and the condition of the Society in its
various aspects, but that they shall also recognize
the policy that is being pursued and that governs
the general trend and purpose of all that is under-
taken. Therefore, in making this report, the fourth
that I shall have presented to you, but the first
covering a full year of my election (my first two
years filling Mr. Rogers’ unexpired term), I wish
that you would take note of the underlying
policy as well as the facts of the present situation.
This matter of policy is all-important, reaching
into the future as well as dealing with the condi-
tions of the present. :

I believe firmly that an organization in order to
accomplish and succeed must have not only a
vision of what it is to be, but a definitely thought
out program and policy by which to approach the
goal that that vision presents; otherwise we shall
lack coordination in our efforts and be too ready
to drop any plan of activity that does not bring
immediately tangible results, forgetting, unless we
have the goal and the pathway clearly in mind,
that those elements not immediately productive
are nevertheless designed to make their contribu-
tion. A plan that is sound in its origination and
concept will in the end blossom forth with much
more of accomplishment than could a number of
unrelated, uncoordinated schemes, designed only
for immediate expediency. I am personally eager
that my administration shall not only bring us
immediate physical results, but even more that I
shall sometime turn the Society over to my
successor sounder, stronger in bedrock principles
of permanent progress, more capable of carrying
on by its own inherently built-in power. If by
your will and your approval, the basic policy of
my administration is continued over a reasonable
period, we shall see its result in a natural strength
and stability of membership as well as in physical
properties and financial rating.

So I ask you to consider seriously the policy
herein outlined as it is unfolded in the course of
this report, so that your acceptance of the report,

if you do accept it, may also constitute your
approval of this policy, that we may pursue it
strongly together to the creation of that self-
sustaining membership structure that we all
desire the Society to attain, and on which I

believe its useful future depends. I return to this

subject later.

I present to you the following balance sheet,
prepared, in order that it may be comparative,
in exactly the same form as for the three previous
years.

Balance Sheet

ASSETS
Net Depreciated Building Fund Assets $238,978.22

Other Furniture and Equipment. .. .. -18,706.17
Oakdale Avenue Property (Sales Con-
tract Equity). ................... 9,200.00
Invested Assets (Gifts not yet convert-
edintocash).................... 1,700.00
Net Worth of the Theosophical Press 27,205.26
Cash, Securities and %ourrent Receiv-
ables (atcost)................... 14,583.16
Deferred Charges.................. 1,451.58
306,824.38
LIABILITIES
6% Gold Debenture Bonds, outstand-
ing.......... i, $ 60,500.00
Special Purpose Funds, unexpended.. 2,025.74
Deferred Income. . ................. 5,011.60
Current Liabilities.................. 2,417.92
69,965.26
NET WORTH
Theosophical Press. . ... $ 27,2056.26
Wheaton Building Fund. 218,352.51
General Investment Ac-
count............... 8,688.65
236,869.12
306,824.38

If you will compare this with the balance sheet
presented a year ago you will find that the net
worth of the Theosophical Society has fallen from
$244,000 to $237,000, in round figures a reduction
of $7,000. But when a detailed comparison is
made, you readily find $4,400 of this to be a reduc-
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Editorials

Armistice Day

November 11, 1918. The Armistice — the war
is over. Peace bells ring out, rifle fire and cannon
cease, the columns march home, conference,
treaty, rejoicings; there shall be no more war.

But in Arlington, amid myriad wooden crosses
in Belgium and in France, wives and mothers still
weep. For them the war will never cease. For torn
and shell-shocked, suffering soldiers the war goes
on.

November 11, 1984. War goes on, the war of
cruelty, the war of exploitation, the war of compe-
tition, all breeding hatred, breeding war.

‘Wars originate in human hearts and human
appetites. The war of the abattoir, the war of the
hunt and chase, the war of industrial greed and of
competitive human exploitation, prove that the
war spirit of slaughter, of cruelty and of selfishness,
lives on in human hearts.

Armistice Day, set aside for peace, commemora-
tion and rejoicing, is also a day for work and for
resolve — to work, to resolve in favor of peace by
every act and thought of succeeding days.

Is brotherhood real to us? Shall we each resolve:

To eat no more from slaughter, for cruelty is
war.

To speak no more unkindly.
grows to war.

To build no thoughts destructive.
thoughts persist as war.

To feel no more resentment, which is hatred,
seed of war.

Unkindness
Such

To take no ill advantage. To exploit is to war. '

Then shall we rejoice, for war shall be banished
from our hearts; we shall be peacemakers, children
of God.

Knowledge the Need

These columns have so often stressed the need
for the unprejudiced attitude, the open mind and
the balanced view, that it is interesting to note

the following taken from a recent address on an
economic subject by an associate of Moody's
Service:

“T should like to plead with you for the
adoption under existing circumstances of a
new attitude toward the various serious
problems which confront us. There never
was a time in the history of our country
when study and research were of such vital
importance — study of economic problems,
study of social problems, study of political
problems, is the need of the hour. Business
men, in effect, must go back to school and
put forth a real effort to avoid being swayed
by political emotions and prejudice. Per-
haps nothing would be more salutary for the
business men of this country than to review
their knowledge of economics, sociology and
political science to refresh their memories

* on certain fundamental principles which
will guide them in deciding the major prob-
lems which confront us at every turn in
these days.

““This is no more nor less than an appeal
for adult education. Probably there are
many in this room who have not opened an
authoritative textbook on economics, so-
ciology or political science since the days
they received their college diplomas, at
which time they considered themselves fully
educated. While I am glad to make this
appeal to the older generation, I am sorry
to say that I have my doubts about its
reception, but I do have great expectations
of the younger generation. First, that they
will not lay aside the process of continuously
studying the current problems of the day
and, secondly, that they will constantly
strive to submerge their prejudices and ap-
praise the problems which confront them in
an unbiased frame of mind. It certainly
would be tragic to lose faith in the ultimate
success of recovery, but such success is
doled out only in terms of intense, con-

(Coneluded on Page 245)
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seems safe to predict that the bottom point has
been reached.

The same is evident as to membership. In the
three years 1927 to 1930, an average of 1,600
members per year dropped out of the Society,
and the net loss of membership in the three years
was 2,600. In the year just closed, the membership
drop was 281, of which 88 represented the trans-
fer of Philippine members to form a separate
Section, so that the Society’s actual loss of mem-
bership was less than 200. Dues have been can-
celed only where definite expression of interest is
coupled with inability to pay, and the number of
cancelations for the past year was considerably
less than for the previous year. This loss of mem-
bership of less than 200, after a number of years
of much heavier losses, should be cause for greatest
encouragement and is, in my opinion, to be at-
tributed in large measure to the closer contact
that Headquarters has maintained with the lodges
and the members throughout the Section. I ven-
ture to say that by continuing the present policy
of covering the field both with national lecturers
in the large centers that can support them, and
also with field workers among the many smaller
groups, we shall find our membership less subject
to fluctuation and indeed steadily growing instead
of diminishing.

The membership is now 4,263. Several hundred
recently dropped from membership will reinstate.
The number of reinstatements last year (243) has
been exceeded only three times in the past twenty-
one years for which statistics are available, and
the number transferred to the inactive list (758)
is the smallest since 1917. The resignations (91)
are also the lowest for several years; 468 new mem-
bers joined us during the year. Could there be
any more significant indications of progress?

One other point of encouragement. The drop
in dues income for the year just closed was only
$300 below that of the previous year, after con-
tinual recession for the past eight years in much
more substantial figures. The maximum falling
off came in the years 1930 to 1931 and amounted
to $4,800, compared with whieh, the $300 of the
period under review is inconsequential.

A critical analysis of all of these figures, com-
bined with a knowledge of the conditions prevail-
ing in the lodges, seems to make it certain that we
have carried through the worst that we shall have
to experience.

At this point I should like to place before you
the views that I hold as to the essential nature of
our activities as they are expressed in present
policy. For a considerable number of years the
Society went through a period of intensive phys-
ical upbuilding, resulting in a maximum member-
ship of 8,600 and the achievement represented in

our Headquarters building and estate. These
were fine accomplishments, but from 1927, when
this maximum membership coincided with the
erection of the building, there has been a steady
falling off of interest. This recession was in progress
long before the days of national economic depres-
sion. It commenced in and carried through the
period of so-called prosperity. It was the cyclic
reaction to the stress placed upon this particular
line of development, and while the Headquarters
estate remains to us, a great part of the member-
ship has been lost.

It is clear to me that in those days of quickly
augmented membership we were reaching out to
the circumference of a rather tenuous circle,
gathering new members from the extreme edge of
our area of influence where a larger number of
contacts could be made, but where the interest
had not been steadily built up and fostered before
or after joining, and from which therefore the
closely cemented contacts of permament member-
ship could not be created. We must now balance
this past period of growth at the circumference by
a period of work from the center.

I hold that our method of causing the Society
to grow in the future is to reach the public by
closer, warmer contacts, more steadily sustained;
that the pressure of great revivals, of advertising
and promotion, ‘productive of great and sudden
influxes of membership that cannot be sustained,
has a lesser place in our program of today. I be-
lieve it is even more important so to conduct our
activities that we shall avoid loss of members,
than that we shall work exclusively to obtain new
ones. From a membership standpoint, to save
500 members from dropping out is to accomplish
more than to add 500 new ones, of whom our
experience indicates a large proportion would soon
be lost. To keep the members that we have re-
quires the development of the work within the
Society, in the lodges themselves, that interest
may be maintained and that each member may
feel growth taking place in his own life, It is cer-
tain that if we can carry on interest-sustaining
work and develop a well trained leadership in our
lodges so as to produce this result among our
present members, it will inevitably be reflected in
a natural gravitation of new members towards
such theosophically expressive groups.

The lodges — small as well as large — are the
backbone of the Society, and if they are vital,
attractive, harmonious, active and radiant, their
light will attract and their work will hold the
interest of new people. I give further considera-
tion to the value of small lodges in a later part of
this report, but it is appropriate here to say a
word in recognition of the value of those members
who find themselves, by reason of isolation or
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Kunz, well known and dependable as national
lecturers, were constantly in the field, carrying
on their work, naturally, among the stronger
lodges in the cities that are able to provide the
larger public audiences. Of our field workers, Dr.
Pieter K. Roest and Miss Anita Henkel traveled
throughout the Section, and Dr. Nina E. Pickett
- within a smaller area. Bishop Charles Hampton
and Miss Elaine Seribner, operating unattached,
also traveled in connection with their own special
lines of activity and visited our lodges and did
work among them as opportunity offered.

I come now to a discussion of the activities that
have been carried on under the Greater America
Plan, and which your enthusiastic endorsement
at last Convention made almost mandatory upon
the Administration. I trust that your hopes for
the first year have been fulfilled. We have spent
in field work $2,500 more than we spent the
year previous, reserving approximately $600 of
the fund provided for the development of the
Lodge Handbook, which was a part of the Plan.
Those of you who are presidents of lodges already
have copies of that Handbook, with its first 100
pages of material, soon to be supplemented by a
regular monthly service. As a full report of the
Greater America Plan and discussion of its po-
tentialities and future development will be pro-
vided at a later stage of our program, I shall not
develop it here, but there are some pertinent facts
related to it that I wish to place before you.
‘While in doing so I necessarily make comparisons
between two types of activity — that among the
small lodges through field workers, and that among
large lodges through national lecturers —I do
this without intent to disparage the national
lecture work, which in its sphere has immense
value, but only to show the very great importance
of an activity which embraces the small as well
as the large centers. I do this because I know
that there is some feeling that the all-important
activity is that of reaching the general public
through lecture work, which will bring an immedi-
are increase in membership, and that other activi-
ties which do not directly produce such a self
evident result are of little consequence relatively,
and that available funds should therefore be di-
rected to the reduction of our indebtedness
rather than to such development as is fostered by
the Greater America Plan.

Let me first, therefore, make it clear to you that
our national lecturers cannot include in their
regular itineraries more than about twenty per
cent of the lodges in the Section, these twenty
per cent being those that can guarantee large
audiences to the lecturers. This twenty per cent
of the total number of lodges represents approxi-
mately one-third of the lodge membership, leav-
ing eighty per cent of the lodges and two-thirds of
the lodge members entirely uncared for by this
form of activity. I cannot agree that our policy
would be sound or our money well spent if we re-
stricted our work to the strong lodges which com-
prise the smaller group and which are able of
themselves to carry on activities that sustain the

THE AMERICAN THEOSOPHIST

interest of the new members resulting from public
lecture work. )

I point out further that of the 468 new members
who joined the Society last year, 158 were received
into the lodges visited by our national lecturers,
but a much larger number, 230, were received into
membership through the smaller lodges that na-
tional lecturers do not visit, while eighty came into
National membership through casual contacts,
through our literature and otherwise. Let it
further be noted that over ninety lodges secured
one or more new members during the course of the
year, sixty of them being lodges off the beaten
track of the national lecturers. I have already
stated that the lodges are the backbone of the
Section, and we cannot but recognize the value of
the many smaller lodges that constitute two-
thirds of the lodge membership. Some of our larger
lodges have frequently emphasized their need of a
visiting lecturer once or twice, or more frequently,
each year to maintain the interest of their own
members. How much more is it then necessary
that the smaller lodge, less able to provide interest
from within its own membership, shall be sup-
ported in ifs efforts and aided by representa-
tives supplied from Headquarters?

Our two field workers, Dr. Roest and Miss
Henkel, since last Convention have traveled in
the Section over 28,000 miles, 20,000 of it by
automobile, and they have contacted 119 lodges,
many of which had seen no representative from
Headquarters for a number of years; they have
reached approximately a score of others through
attending fourteen federation gatherings, making
an almost complete coverage. This is the work
that has been done in the field under the Greater
America Plan, accomplished, as I have already
stated, through the funds that you so enthus-
iastically provided at Convention last year, and
without depleting our current working resources.

Contact with all the lodges is a vital need, not
only for the lodges themselves but for sound,
integrated growth of the Section as a whole.

The value of this work must be recognized and
appreciated, while still giving due importance to
that of the national lecturers. We should give
full recognition to the useful groups or lodges
that do not desire or are not equipped to carry

-on or support public lecture work. We cannot

refuse to these the contacts that Headquarters is
obligated to provide and is providing through the
Greater America Plan and the field workers that
your contributions made available. You will be
glad to know that we have arranged to add to
that field staff, to still more thoroughly cover the
lodges, another worker whom you all know, Mr.
Fred H. Werth. That I feel should be the line of
our developing activity.

Does it not seem reasonable that we must pre-
pare ourselves and the Society to hold new mem-
bers before we expend our efforts and our funds
to obtain additions to our membership? Doesn’t
it naturally follow that if we can build up our
lodges, not in membership only, but in live interest
in Theosophy and its relationship to other fields







00 " 1 0 ,

2 0, 3! )
0 0 ., C |, #
- = # 1" g 3
= ? , #
, " ,, 3, 3 2#
1 2 # " 3 2
1 2 0 0 0
) + "0 0.#
12 2 " # "3
o0, 0,
1 3, " # , 7
323 ,1 1 7
, ) 1 0 307
R R , 0 30
3 3# 1 , -
= 2 # 0
! ,, 1 3
2 0, , "
o" 0 O "2 @
= ? (Wo 00
3 2" ,,2 0"
1 3 3# 2 1 b
, 0 # 2 2 s
/0 " # ,2
231 , 10 ! 1 7
, H 0 , #
,0 0 00 0 (,7
/0 o" 3
6 11 ,
2 2 13, 12
- = , 82 @ #= SO#
3 2 "l .7
01 2 2
I, 2 0 , 1
o, ' "1 # 0o 2 <
1 3 1
# 0
,0 31 2 #
. , 03 #
, 2 3 9
0 , [
3 1 2 ,
2
2 * #- 0, #
2 12 2 0#
" , - = FO # ,2
o 2 0O O
9 ,3 0 2C , #
, 6 o#
10 ,01 30 2
2 0 6 13 0,
? c 9 3 1 ., T
, ! ,11 0
, 1 , 30
! o 3 1
! , 0o /0
0 0, 1 0 DO 2
3 0 0 "0 0 1
P C G J&#$NN 2 "0
, , DO 0 <,
* o, : 2,
1 10,1 3 0 1 2:#"0
0 1,0 , 2






252

The Greater America Plan

DR. PIETER K. ROEST, FIELD DIRECTOR

Your Field Director is in the field again, on a
seven months’ tour throughout the eastern half
of the United States in a big circuit. While the
closely-set schedule of these first few months
makes quiet reflection and writing-opportunities as
searce as twenty-dollar gold-pieces in our deflated
pocketbook, I will at least make an effort to con-
vey to you from time to time what the crowded
experiences of my restless traveling seem to teach
me. The harvest of the first month of observa-
tions is, in brief, a clearer conception of the
possibilities and impossibilities of our public
work. It is amazing how unrealistic we have been
in our conceptions of popularizing Theosophy.

Obviously Theosophy is not for any one class,
but for the thinking people of all classes. It is
therefore essential that our Society shall have
representatives of all social groups amongst its
members. But we seem to have interpreted the
injunction to ‘“‘popularize’” Theosophy in a some-
what one-sided fashion. There are quite a few
lodges in which no representatives of the upper
social strata can be found. One often hears the
members of these lodges complain about the way
in which the socially or educationally influential
people seem to ignore our wonderful message.
No matter by what method they try to attract
such people, they fail to achieve the desired re-
sults. What may be the reason? Advertisements,
postcards, posters, nothing seems to change the
small but faithful crowd of simple people who
respond by their presence at the public lectures,
but who — incidentally — rarely provide new
memberships.

It has become clear to me that in such cases
we have simply overlooked some fundamental
psychological facts. Whether we like or dislike
those facts does not in the least affect their exist-
ence, so we might as well face them and adjust
our work intelligently to them. ,

Like attracts like; people in one social level
attract mostly those of the same level. While the
sympathetic amongst the higher classes may be-
come a focus of attraction for many of the ener-
getic, the ambitious or the sincerely-seeking mem-
pers of the lower, in general even the best of the
atter do not attract the former. And all feel
themselves best at home among members of their
own group. We cannot reasonably expect, there-
fore, that a lodge composed of say poorer middle-
class members will attract members of, for in-
stance, the professional class. It may attract an
occasional worker, but it would be next to miracu-
lous if the local university faculty became inter-
ested. There is nothing discouraging about
Theosophy in this matter. Neither is it wholly a

question of social status. The educational level
of an individual, the quality and contents of his
habitual thought, are often far more effective
indicators of the people he will attract than his
position in society. But there is this stratification
of interest and that is the point we have to keep
in mind, if we are to do our public work effectively.

Unless our speaker is a famous national or in-
ternational figure,— the type that makes front-
page news — the quality of the lecturer being
usually an unknown factor, the public goes by
externals. If the hall is poor or in a district where
“nice” people won’t go, the “nice” people simply
stay away — no matter who lectures. If the hall
is fair, the speaker and his subject promising, but
the local reputation of Theosophists a poor one,
the attraction will still be small, although the truly
inquisitive, the energetically inquiring minds may

. be persuaded. Whatever be the combination of

factors, the composition and condition of the local
nucleus has a most decisive effect on the results
of our theosophical propaganda, which only great
strength of character can overcome. Since the
local reputation of Theosophy depends on such
subtle factors, it is our supreme duty to take them
into account in whatever public work we do.

Therefore it would seem wise if each lodge
worked according to its capacity — which differs
tremendously among the lodges — instead of all
trying to follow the same pattern, if each con-
sistently seeks the highest standards of quality
attainable for the work it can do, we need not
worry about the work it cannot do. If a lodge is
small and has no influential members, it works
only for disappointment if it seeks to imitate a
strong lodge in its appeal to the public. A well
meaning but uncritical and amateurish presenta-
tion of Theosophy is more harmful than helpful to
its reputation. Instead of attempting regular pub-
lic lectures week after week, such a lodge would do
well, it seems to me, to have a modest but well
organized class for inquirers and to build up a
very good library. A library is classless; when well
advertised it may lead many people from all
social strata to find the light of the Ageless Wis-
dom. And the class will take care of those who
seek guidance in their studies and who may
eventually join in the work of the lodge as mem-
bers. But a good deal of discrimination is needed
in both. The library must be attractively and
tastefully arranged, and the librarian on duty in-
structed not to ralk about things he or she has
no real knowledge of, but merely to be courteous
and friendly to every patron, making him feel that
we are all only students of an inexhaustible science.
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Adyar News

The first stage of Dr. Arundale’s tour to America
and Europe was a day’s stay in Bombay, where
Theosophy and Theosophists have fine standing.
A reception there to the new President of the
Society and his wife was attended by the Mayor of
Bombay, the Vice-Chancellor of the Bombay Uni-
versity, editors of the principal newspapers, and
many other prominent persons.

During the President’s absence from Adyar he
has appointed Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti as his deputy
for the administration of the Headquarters and
estate,

The offices of the President are in the Head-
quarters building, the Recording Secretary and the
Treasurer having their offices in the building of the
Theosophical Publishing House.

An editorial board has been established by the
President, and the magazine will now be conducted
by this board, of which Dr. Arundale will be chair-
man, and of which Mrs, Dinshaw, Mr. Jinaraja-
dasa, Mr. Hamerster, Mr. Sri Ram, Mr. Sitarama
Shastri and Mr. Subramania Iyer will be members.

The Theosophist is printed by the Vasanta Press,
which is purchasing new type for the improvement
of the appearance of the magazine and of the books
which it prints.

Preliminary announcement of the International
Convention to be held at Adyar at Christmas time
shows that there will be four lectures under the
title “The Present Value of Theosophy and the
Theosophical Society to the Individual and to the
World.” These four lectures will be known as “The
Blavatsky Lecture,” “The Olcott Lecture,” “The
Besant Lecture” and “The Leadbeater Lecture.”
The first will be given by Mr. Jinarajadasa, the
second by the Vice-President, Mr. Hirendranath
Datta, and lecturers have yet to be chosen for the
other two. There will also be an international sym-
posium on the subject “Whither Our Society and
Theosophy?” and a most interesting item will be a
lecture on the development and contribution of the
Adyar Library. The Young Theosophists and the
Indian Section will be specially represented, there
will be an exhibition of theosophical history and of
Indian art, and an entertainment will be presented
by the Adyar Players.

The Convention of December, 1985, will be the
Diamond Jubilee, in commemoration of sixty years
of the Society’s activity.

Madras naturally gave the first welcome to the
new President. The Madras lodges gave a recep-
tion and many prominent citizens attended, in-
cluding the Sheriff of Madras, the Advocate-
General and a number of leading lawyers and busi-

ness men. A great gathering took place in Gokhale
Hall, where Dr. Besant gave some of her greatest
orations and which has been the scene of so many
of her great contributions to India’s regeneration.
She it was who presented Gokhale Hall to Madras.

In the course of his response to a number of
addresses Dr. Arundale said: ]

“It is well we should dream, it is well we
should have visions, but of what avail these
if they do not take upon themselves physical
shape for the upliftment of the world? The
world needs Theosophy and the Theosophi-
cal Society. Are we who are today’s mem-
bers capable of giving that which we our-
selves have received? It is good to receive,
but the consummation of receiving is in the
sharing. We do not know our Theosophy,
we do not fulfill our membership save as we
share both with those who need them no less
than ourselves.”

Mr. Warrington writes from “Himani” Kalim-
pong:

“Mrs. Warrington and I are by now quite
comfortably ‘dug in’ here in this heavenly
spot and are very happy. The thermometer
hugs 70° closely, rain or shine — mostly rain
so far, though we do see Kinchinjunga oec-
casionally. It is wonderful to have the feel-
ing that one up here is living almost within
the very atmosphere of the Masters, for we
cannot be one hundred and fifty miles from
Their residence.”

Mr. Warrington has just sailed from India on
his return to California.

Miss Neff, recently of the Adyar staff, is travel-
ing in England and writes from Glastonbury:

“We came from London in the ear —an
afternoon’s drive — to this old town, called
‘the holiest erthe in England,’ because Chris-
tianity began here, according to tradition,
through the coming of Joseph of Arimathea,
the man who offered his grave for the use of
Christ’s body, and brought with him the
Holy Grail, the Cup used at the Last Supper.
Glastonbury is also steeped in traditions of
King Arthur (died 542), who was buried
here. Besides search for the Holy Grail,
which had been lost or concealed, he came
here as overlord of the district, gave certain
lands to the Abbeys, and his capital, Came-
lot, was on Cadbury Hill, twenty-five'miles
away — a triple circled encampment enclos-
ing eighteen acres within the inner moat.”

The President will be back in Adyar about No-
vember 5, and Mr. Jinarajadasa early in December.
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Founders’ Day Collection

Founders’ Day is one of those few occasions
when the lodge collection is dedicated to the work
as a whole and is therefore sent to Headquarters
for the general funds. It is fitting that this should
be done. Founders’ Day is celebrated throughout
the Section by every lodge. It is a national
commemoration and the proceeds should appro-
priately be given to the national work as the
founders gave themselves to all.

Revival of Lodge Reports

Some years ago it was the practice to require of
every lodge president a report of his lodge, the
number of new members, the number of rein-
statements, the resignations, members dropped for
lack of interest, ete. Such a report has to be made
by the National President to Adyar once each
quarter, and every year an annual report sum-
marizing this statistical data and supplementing
it with a report of the general conditions prevail-
ing throughout the Section, the activities of the
year, the work accomplished, the progress made
and the extent to which the Section has or has not
made its contribution to the spread of Theosophy
throughout the world.

It is proposed to revive the annual lodge reports,
and next spring each lodge president will be called
upon to submit a report of the condition of the
lodge, the nature of its activities, its contribution
to the growth of theosophical enterprise and the
spread of Theosophy within its area. This notice
is given at this time that each lodge may be pre-
pared to make its report, keeping accurate records
in order that all of the data may be available so
that when called for, the report may be made
available without delay.

Much of value as to work accomplished, methods
of organization and of publicity, the conduct of
meetings and the nature of activities can thus be
gathered together — probably for publication and
distribution among all of the lodges. The National
President trusts that each lodge will endeavor to
make itself felt so that its report in the hands of
sister lodges may prove to be of value.

YOU ARE INTERESTED
In Theosophy. Why Not Take

The Theosophist

A first-rate monthly magazine, edited by
the President

Per year $4.50—Single copy 50 cents

THE THEOSOPHICAL PRESS
Olcott, Wheaton, Illinois

Especially for Presidents

Every now and again it is necessary to check and
sometimes to overhaul the machinery of organi-
zation. It is so easy to assume that methods which
once served their purpose are still satisfactory. We
have a tendency to overlook the fact that changing
conditions require new methods, and there is always
the danger, where there is an annual change of
officers in an organization, that the new officers will
not thoroughly understand, with the result that a
gradual departure from essentials and a gradual
failure to meet the needs naturally ensues.

Lodge presidents have an obligation to see that
all lodge officers are alive to their responsibilities
and the needs of their work and position, and to see
that the machinery and methods of the secretary,
treasurer, librarian and other officers, once effec-
tive, are still effective as the needs of the present
day and the present organization may require.

It ought to occur to lodge presidents that upon
being elected they should check over all of the pro-
cedures of the officers for whom they are responsi-
ble. We have at Headquarters observed instances
of failure of lodge officers to carry out essential rou-
tine. Members who have paid their dues have been
actually dropped from the rolls at Adyar because
of the failure of lodge secretaries and treasurers.
It is not quite enough to call attention to such
failures and for the lodge officers to insure that
such happenings do not recur. These astounding
failures ought to be the signal to the lodge president
to look into the whole procedure and routine, the
whole mechanism of lodge functioning, to see what
is the matter with the machine that it thus breaks
down.

There is a business side to lodge activities, and
the business procedure of the lodge needs a peri-
odical overhaul at the hands of the president, or
somebody skilled in such matters whom he should
appoint.

A South African Lodge Bulletin

‘We have been receiving since July a three-page
monthly bulletin issued by the lodge in Pretoria,
Central South Africa. The bulletin is written in a
very friendly style and contains many items of
interest. There are about thirty-five members of
the lodge scattered over South Africa, who are
kept in touch with the activities of the lodge
through this splendid bulletin.

YOUR FRIENDS —Have You Given
Bach a Copy of

Theosophy Simply Told to a Banker
at His Desk

HELP YOUR FRIENDS — HELP THEOSOPHY
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Visitors at Olcott — September
and October, 1934

Mr. and Mrs. A. Blackburn, Los Angeles, Calif.; Mr. and
Mrs, 8. H. lson Cleveland Okhio; Mrs. Henrietta Weinkey,
Cleveland, Ohio; Mr. and Mrs. Leona Smith, Decatur,
IlL.; Polly Patterson Oklahoma Cxt Okln.. Joe Patterson,
Okiahoma City, 0 a., f d, South Hadley,
Masa,, Mrs. R. H Edwarda Tampa, Fl William L. Abt,
Oak Park, Iil.; Kathleen est Balm Beach, Fla;
Kathleen D. Maurer, Glendnle, éalll ; Berenice R. Rosgetti,
Elmwood Park, Ill.; William Rooney, New York, N. Y.; illle

Kracht, New York, N. Y.; R. E. Snod Eugene, H
Mrs. Caroline E. Catton, Grand Rapids, ﬁich.. rs. Eugenia
L. Brown, Minneapolis, Minn.; ; Victor A. Neuman, Minneapolis,
Minn.; Mrs. M. C. Taylor, St. Paul, M Minn.; Mrs, May Rowan,
Mumeapolxs Minn.; .Mrs. Llllian Lowder,
Minn,; Mrs, Dorothy Lund, Hopkins, Minn.; Mrs.
Kabots, St. Paul, Minn.; Norma M'akey Detroit, Mich.;

Lois Russell, Detroit, Mich.; Mrs. Elsie Pearson, Detroit,

Mich.; S. J. von Koenneritz, Auatin, Texas.

Itineraries
Miss ANITA HENKEL, Field Worker

November 1-20, Chicago District.
November 22-28, Kansas City, Mo.

Dr. NINA E. PickETT, Field Worker
November 4-9, Dallas, Texas.
November 9-January 1, San Antonio, Texas.

Dr. PIeTER K. Rogst, National Lecturer and
Field Director

November 1-December 6, East Coast Federation.

MR. L. W. RoGERS, National Lecturer
November 4, 5, Helena, Mont.
November 6-9, Spokane, Wash.
November 11-15, Seattle, Wash.
November 16-20, Tacoma, Wash.

MR. FRED H. WERTH, Field Worker
November 11-December 10, Michigan Federa-
tion.

Form of Bequest
I give, devise, and bequeath to The Theosophical
Society in America, a corporation, with ils principal
place of business in the Cily of Wheaton, State of
Illinots, the sum of........................dollars ($ )
(or the following described property): .o eeeeeeeece.....

Cash contributions made within the taxable year to The Thfo:opkxcal
Society in America not exceeding 15 per cent of the taxpayers’ net
income are allowable as deductions in computing net income under
Article 251 of R:gula:wn 69 relating to the income tax under the
Revenue Act of 1921

Endowments may b: made to the Society with the provision that an
annuity be patd to the patron for life.

Enroute to Adyar

Mrs. Marie Poutz, Miss Jane Decker of Balti-
more, and Miss Kathryn Devereux of New Orleans,
will sail on November 10 on the S. S. Bremen from
New York City for Southhampton on their way
to Adyar. Bon voyage.

THE AMERICAN THEOSOPHIST

Statistics

Births

To Mr. and Mrs, George Reifel, Alhambra Lodge, a daughter, |
Julianne Beth, on September 12, 14384. |

Deaths i

Mr. Thomas Ellwood, Butte Lodge, October 5, 1984.

Mr. James McGlynn, Spok Lodge, September 10, 1934.
Miss Inger A. Wilson, Chicago Lodge, October 17, 1934.
Mrs. Mary E Yorks, Copernicus Lodge, September, 1934.

Marriages
Miss Margaret Barsi, Olcott Lodge, Wheaton, and Mr,
Oliver 1. Greene, National Member, October 9, 1934.
Miss Mary Louise Ault, Houston Lodge, and Mr. LeRoy E.
Wyatt, July 28, 1934.
Miss Bessie Carter, Houston Lodge, and Mr. Frank Gehr-
man, September 5, 1934.

New Lodge Officers

Aberdeen Lodge — Pres.,, Mr. M. C. Lasell; Vice-Pres.,
Dr. Pauline Curran; Sec’y, Mlsa Freda Taylor; Librarmn, Mr.
Harold Sahliney.

Alhambra Lodge — Pres.. Mr. Gust Johnson; Vice-Pres.,
Mrs. Alta Terr, Coulber, Sec’y, Mrs. Kathryn Bozman Rich-
ards; Treas,, ackie B. Stuart; Librarian and Pur. Book
Agent, Miss Florenee Young.

Bremerton Lodge —Pres. and Librarian, Mrs. Bessie
Harlow Burks; Sec’y-Treas., Miss Esther Natterlund.

Hclena Lodge — Pres. Mrs. Dolly Dean Burgess; 18t Vice-
Pres., sﬁ s 2nd Vice-Pres., Miss Grace Ring;
Sec'y-Trees Mr. W W. Casper.

% aw Lodge — Pres., Dr. Harriet Knott; Vice-Pres.,
Mrs. Nina Pike; Sec’y, Mr. ' Melvin Joyce; Treas., Mr. Henry
Shaver; Librarian, Miss Fannie Geisman.

American Theosophical Fund‘

Previous receipts. ..
To October 16

Building Fund
Mr. M. B. Holmes, Mr. and Mrs. H. O. Bjerg, Mr. Wayne

Pratt, Mr. Walter Wessel, Miss

e Clegg, Miss Ella Clegg,
Dr. Nina E. Pickett — Total $456.90.

Greater America Plan Fund

Previous receipts.....cooiviiiiniitiiiiiiiiinaaes $646.17
To October 15 .................................... 80.00
626.17

Higher Memberships
Previousrecelpts......c.covviiiiieiriiiiieiienians $534.00
ToOctober 16, ... ... vviiiiiienrrrnirnnnnnannnns 110.00
644.00

New Members From September 1 to

October 20, 1934

plicati b during the sbow:d;eﬂod were
reee?ved from the following lodgm Chicago, bany, Bir-
mingham, Detroit, St. Louis, B Saginaw, Los Angeles,
New York, Tacoms, Boulder, Coloratfo Richmond, Jackson-
ville, Herakles-Chicago, Lamm:g, Annie anb-chicago
Besant-Tulsa, Genesee—Rocheste:, Minneapolis, Oak Park,
Brooklyn Mem Progress-Omaha, Vipunen-New York
d Bremerbon, Portland, Annie %mnt—San Dxego,
beaterJ'aeksonville. Besant-Cleveland, Akbar-Chicago,
C er, Brahmavidga-’l‘ampa Wheaton, Indiana olia- nnd
National members: Ore.; Doraville, Ga.;
Ark.; Litchfleld, Conn.; Grand Rsplds, Mich.; New York,
N. ¥.; Brookiyn, N. Y.
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