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It is interesting to note, in connection with this idea of a large con-
tinent south of Asia, what St. Hilaire said some fifty years ago con-
cerning the island of Madagascar. He wrote that if he had to classi-
fy it exclusively on zoological considerations and without reference
to its geographical situation, it could be shown to be neither Asiatic
nor African, but quite different from either, almost a fourth con-
tinent. And this fourth continent could be further proved to be, as
regards its fauna, much more unlike Africa, which lies so near to it,
than India, which is so far away. Now this statement of the French
naturalist first brought into full light the interesting problem of the
possibility of a continent having existed at one time where now the
sea rolls. Unless there had been a land connection at some period be-
tween Madagascar and India, fauna and flora could not have passed
from one to the other in days when navigation as we now understand
it was unknown. ‘

The problem having been propounded, a solution was suggested
in the shape of a hypothesis based on scientific knowledge by Sclater,
who promulgated the theory that a fourth continent had actually ex-
isted in the Pacific Ocean. He gave the continent the name of Le-
muria, because on it monkey-like animals, or lemuroids, were prob-
ably evolved. He based his theory not only on the fauna and flora
found in countries far apart, but upon a line of coral atolls and banks
which extends from the neighborhood of the west coast of India to
that of the Seychelles, Madagascar and Mauritius, indicating the ex-
istence of a submerged mountain range or ranges. ‘

Another reason, for imagining that such a continent as Lemuria
once existed where now the Pacific and Indian Oceans roll, is the
immense number of archeological remains that are scattered all over
the different islands on those oceans, ever, curiously enough, decreas-
ing in interest as they advance eastward, with the famous exception
of Kaster Island. Temples, monuments and images are scattered
everywhere, ending up on the far east with circles of uncut stones and
walled enclosures in Hawaii.

How very few people have any idea that the number and beauty
of the architectural remains in Java far surpass those of Central
America and possibly even those of India; as, for example, the temple
enclosures of Loro, Jongran and Chandi-Sewer, in the very centre
of Java, each consisting of innumerable small temples, constructed
of solid stone, decorated with carvings and bas-reliefs, adorned with
numbers of statues, many of which are still intact and some of them
colossal in size. At Chandi-Sewer in the centre of two hundred
ninety-six temples there stands a large cruciform one, surrounded by
forty flights of steps, richly ornamented with sculpture. Most won-
derful of all is the huge sculptured hill temple of Borobods, with a
central dome fifty feet in diameter and surrounded with seven ranges
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should have been. The head sloped backwards and upwards, and the arms
and legs, especially the former, were longer in proportion than ours and
could not be perfectly straightened either at elbows or knees; the hands
and feet were enormous and the heels projected backwards in an ungainly
manner.

The figure was draped in a loose robe of skin something like a rhi-
noceros hide, but more scaly; probably the skin of some animal of which
we know nothing. Round his head of short hair was twisted another piece
of skin, to which were attached tassels of bright red, blue and other
colors. In his left hand he held a sharpened staff, which was doubtless used
for attack or defense, and very alarming it must have looked, for it was as
tall as himself, from twelve to fifteen feet. In his right hand was twisted
the end of a long rope, made of some sort of creeping plant, by which he
led a huge hideous reptile looking like a plesiosaurus. The Lemurians
domesticated these animals and trained them to employ their strength in
hunting other animals.

Certainly the above description does not make a pleasant picture, |

and I fancy we should all feel like giving the gentleman and his com-
panion a wide berth on a dark night!

In the seventh sub-race the type had considerably improved;
something like a forehead had developed and the queer projection at
the heel had lessened. The shape of the head was still very curious,
much resembling an egg with the small end uppermost. The stature
by this time had greatly decreased, too, so that the man was more
compact and less awkward, the hands and feet being more like those
of the negroes at the present time. This seventh sub-race was far the
most powerful and for thousands of years dominated all the other
tribes, finally gaining a new lease of life by intermarrying with the
first sub-race of the Atlanteans, who had now appeared upon the
earth. This union produced the Lemuro-Atlanteans, to whom I have
‘already alluded as being the probable builders and carvers of the
houses and statues on Easter Island. The result of this union was to
produce a race in appearance not unlike the American Indians save
that their skin had a bluish tinge which has now disappeared.

But, astomslung as were the changes in size and appearance that
the man’s body underwent in the course of the seven sub-races, they
were nothing as compared to the alterations that took place in the
process of reproduction during that period. - The first mode was very
simple self-division, as in worms and imperfect organisms, where one
cell or a small group of cells separates from those surrounding and
this small isolated group gradually develops into an individual, which
becomes like the parent and sooner or later breaks off. As the bodies
hardened this mode of reproduction became impossible, and then small
bodies were extruded from the parent body, figuratively called “drops
of sweat” because they oozed out like sweat from the skin, and in
course of time the heat of the sun would cause those lumps to break

and a living being would issue from them. During the third sub-race

the outer covering of the lump began to harden and take the form of

(3]
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of note; an engineer designing vast aqueducts and waterways and
manufacturing cannon and other appliances of war; a naturalist with
the keenness of vision and the interests of the modern scientist; a
chemist, skilled particularly in the compounding of pigments; and,
last of all, a philosopher. His intellectual energy was so great, his
curiosity so far-reaching, his intuition so daring, that in thought he
leaped from pinnacle to pinnacle, seldom stopping to complete, in
the hot fire of discovery and invention, the physical expressions of
his genius. Thus he started many things, but finished few. Thus

also to his contemporaries he seemed a dabbler, a follower of whims

and fancies, but the wiser vision of later times sees in him the travail
of the ideals and achievements of an age that was not to become self-
conscious until a century later. His influence upon art has been pro-
found: he commenced a new era of portraiture; his Last Supper “be-
came, from the first, and has ever since remained for all Christendom,
the typical representation of the scene.”*

~ The Mona Lisa is almost flawless in its treatment and setting,
and in it Leonardo reveals his technical mastery as an artist. Our
Lady of the Smile is represented as seated in a loggia, two pillars of
which may be seen one on either side—or could be seen before the
picture was cut from its frame at the time of the theft. As we glance
past her over the parapet, we look out upon a fantastic landscape of
Jutting rocks and cliffs girded by running water, the whole bathed
in that subdued light found so often in Leonardo’s paintings. Her
dress is simple, done in silvery and greenish greys, and the figure is
exquisitely poised. The hands, which rest upon the arm of the chair,
are considered the most perfectly modeled in the history of art.

It is the expressive features, however, that give distinction to the
portrait. There is a fascination about the face, yet it is not one that
attracts people at first. Understanding comes only after long and
thoughtful study. It is instructive to stand in the Louvre and listen
to the comments of the visitors as they pause before the Mona Lisa
and find her smiling down upon them with that peculiar curve of the
lips and that baffling expression of the eyes. Some stand there silent-
ly, awestruck, as in the presence of a superior being; others look dis-
appointed and say, as they move away: “I don’t sée anything in
that!” Still others, after a hasty glance, redden slightly and exclaim:
“Oh, let’s go on, I hate that foxy-looking creature.” No doubt it is
to be expected that many will not be able to understand the smile
and glance of Lady Lisa, for ignorance cannot measure knowlédge
any more than youth can comprehend age—and many souls are still
young in the experiences of life.

It is in this picture that Leonardo discloses his greatness as a
philosopher, for only profound insight could make possible such a

‘Ibid. p. 447.
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men; indeed, they looked different on different days. “That is the way
they look to me,” Blake said, “perhaps to other eyes they have other
forms.” Whence his ghostly visions came he did not know. He was
wayfaring on a bewildered road. Powers of earth and air and fire
took form and passed before him. The lords who preside over the
works of nature drew near to him. There were whispering voices in
the night. And then, in a memorable hour, everything was
changed.

Saul, you remember, was on his way to Damascus when there be-
fell him the most extraordinary adventure that can befall a man. = It
was in a print-shop in what is now Leicester Square that Blake had
his great adventure. There he met the Masters and cried out: “Eter-
nals! I hear your call gladly.” They dictated his poems. “They do
not belong to me,” he said, “word for word they are the work of these
spirits.” That is the great fact; his books and his visions were one.
Like St. John on Patmos, he was told to write and he wrote. Those
Masters whom he called, splendidly, the Eternals, left him nevermore.

They gave him a new name.
I do not know that name.

. It was like the names promised to the faithful of Pergamos—

nomen movum, quod nemo scit, nisi qui accipit. Only he that re- . ‘

ceiveth it knoweth the name written on the white stone. And it is a
mysterious and formidable truth that until the white stone is given to
him, no man knows his own name and no man knows his own face,
because no one knows of what occult person—O, long ago eaten by
scarabzus and by helminth!—he is the essential representative in this
incarnation.

And so of Blake I know nothing; and I know nothing of his Mas-
ters. With Them he crossed the frontiers of the Great Secret. What
They taught him he wrote down; and I shall try to state, in lucid

prose, a little of what was revealed to him in great flaming, cosmic
symbols.

II

Deus erat Verbum

Earth was not, nor globes of attraction;

The will of the Immortal expanded

Or contracted his all-flexible senses;

Death was not, but eternal life sprung.
/ . Urizen.

The universe of Blake is out of time and formless. There is no
definite centre whence all life is derived—no primum mobile—almost,
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. Lo! a shadow of horror is risen
In eternity; unknown, unprolific,
Self-closed, all-repelling; what demon
Hath formed this abominable void,
This soul-shuddering vacuum? Some said
“It is Urizen,” but unknown, abstracted,
Brooding, secret, the dark power hid.

It is thus that separateness was born; it was dark; it revolved in
silent activity; it was unknown and horrible, “a self-contemplating
shadow,” occupied in enormous labors. In Blake’s symbology Urizen
is the first conscious personality, always immaterial, but still the first
ego distinct from the Great All. Until Urizen was born there was only
eternity. Now there are two separate things—eternity and Urizen;
and there is, as well, a definite moment in eternity, and time has be-
gun. The separation of the first ego from the All marks the begin-
ning of time. A separate will has been born; therefore, time is. To
time Blake gives the name of Los—which is Sol read backwards—
and it becomes the function of Los to complete the separation of the
new-born will from the Eternal. He it is who is to bind Urizen in
the chain of days and years.

And Los, round the dark globe of Urizen,
Kept watch for Eternals to confine

This obscure separation alone.

And Los formed nets and gins,

And through the nets round about

He watched in shuddering fear

The dark changes, and bound every change
With rivets of iron and brass.

For Urizen changed and each change, now, marked a period and
was fixed in time. The recital of the Beraschit was not, of course,
unknown to Blake; but he makes clearer the symbol of that first cre-
ation of day and night, when “the evening and the morning were the
first day,” for he sees in it an evident declaration that Urizen had torn
himself away from the eternity.and that time had begun. And the
poet goes on to describe—in verse of metal and stone—the creation of
the earth; and he describes it with an exactitude which only the occult
geologists have attained. (What was really taking place was the pro-
gressive creation of Urizen in the invisible world.) - :

- Look now and you will see the sombre globe of invisible flames—
the flames of life—now spherical, because self-concentrated, and again
heart-shaped, because life beats within it:

' Like a black globe. . . .

Like a human heart struggling and beating,
The vast world of Urizen appeared.
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Some plants are very much more pliable than others, as the breeder
soon learns. Plants having numerous representatives in various parts
of the earth generally possess this adaptability in a ntuch higher de-
gree than the monotypic species for, having been subjected to great
variations of soil, climate and other influences, their continued exist-
ence has been secured only by the inherent habits which adaptation
demanded, while the monotypic species, not being able to fit them-
selves for their surroundings without a too radically expensive change,
have continued to exist only under certain special conditions. Thus
two important advantages are secured to the breeder who selects
from the genera having numerous species—the advantage of natural
pliability, and in the numerous species to work upon by combination
for still further variations. ' ~

The plant-breeder before making combinations should select the
- individual plants which seem best adapted to his purpose with great
care, as by this course many years of experiment and much need-
less expense will be avoided. The differences in the individuals which
the plant-breeder has to work upon are sometimes extremely slight.
The ordinary unpracticed person cannot by any possibility discover
the exceedingly minute variations in form, size, color, fragrance, pre-
cocity and a thousand other characters which the practiced breeder
perceives by a lightning-like glance. The work is not easy, requiring
an exceedingly keen perception of minute differences, great practice
and extreme care in treating the organisms operated upon and, even
with all the naturally acquired variations added to those secured by
scientific crossing and numerous other means, the careful accumula-
tion of slight individual differences through many generations is im-
perative, after which several generations are often, but not always,
necessary to thoroughly “fix” the desired type. for all practical
purposes.1z - ,

The above applies to annuals, or those plants generally repro-
duced by seed. The breeder of plants which can be reproduced by
division has great advantage, for any valuable individual variation
can be multiplied to any extent desired without the extreme care nec-
essary in fixing by linear breeding the one which must be reproduced

phases of the moon influence the production of foliage or roots, as the case may be.
Moreover, we learn from poison-mongers that they attribute greater virulence to
their potions if the ingredients are gathered at certain phases of the moon. Lumber-
men take good care to fell or ring trees at the right time in relation to the moon.

12. The exercise of the keen perception here spoken of is likely to give the
ardent experimenter faculties as yet latent in man and which, when awakened and
trained, will enable him to predetermine the results of his work. We have been
told that Mr. Burbank, rapidly passing through his hands a large number of young

trees, threw out a few, saying, “These will be good bearers,” and the result proved

his assertion.
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- grasses and cereals, such as wheat and oats, when it was in the vege-
table kingdom, and afterwards through ants and bees when it was in
the animal kingdom. Now it has reached the level of these tiny
nature-spirits, and its next stage will be to ensoul some of the beauti-
ful fairies with etheric bodies who live upon the surface of the earth.
Later on they will become salamanders or fire-spirits, and later still
they will become sylphs, or air-spirits, having only astral bodies in-
stead of etheric. Later still they will pass through the different stages
of the great kingdom of the angels.

It is on joining the angel kingdom that the nature-spirit receives

the divine Spark of the Third Outpouring and thus attains individ- -

. uality, just as the animal does when he passes into the human king-
dom; and a further point of similarity is that just as the animal gains
individualization only through contact with humanity, so the nature-
spirit gains it through contact with the angel—through becoming at-
tached to him and working in order to please him, until at last he
learns how to do angel’s work himself. '

The more advanced nature-spirit is therefore not exactly an
etheric or astral human being, for he is not yet an individual; yet he is
much more than an etheric or astral animal, for his intellectual level
is far higher than anything which we find in the animal kingdom, and
is indeed quite equal along many lines to that of average humanity.
On the other hand, some of the earlier varieties possess but a limited
amount of intelligence and seem to be about on an equality with the
humming-birds or bees or butterflies which they so closely resemble.

This one name of nature-spirit covers a large segment of the arc
of evolution, including stages corresponding to the whole of the vege-
table and animal kingdom, and to humanity up to almost the present
level of our own race. .

WATCHED the little nature-spirits building a rose. - One lit-
I tle grey creature, with a yellow dot for a head, prepared the ma-

terials which he was able to draw together from the elemental
substance. Two little pale grey spirits spun a thread from the ma-
terial prepared by the one, and another of a greyish white hue pre-
pared, or cut, the pattern for the rose.

Then there came along a little muffled creature, all in pink, with
a brush for a bill. It painted the thread. The pattern, with the
thread, was then attached to a dark grey, bobbin-like creature who
began to wind himself up in them very tightly. Inmeshed in the
thread, he soon wove a bud and, as he plied his loom, the bud increased
in size until his pattern was filled. :

The bobbin-like. spirit finally puffed up and burst open, leaving
a perfect, full-blown pink rose. - —By One Who Saw.

™
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that Hermes took the force termed by us “evil” and, by transmuting
its power to “good,” brought about harmony.

Hermes exhorted His followers to righteous living, bade them not
‘to live entirely in the senses but to dwell on the beautiful, the good
and the true, and continually spoke of the power of the mind—which
should make His teachings of great interest to us moderns who are
Jjust becoming aware of the wonders of mind. In the Book of Her-
mes, the oldest and most spiritual of the Logoi appeared to Hermes
in the shape of a fiery dragon and said: “The light am I . . .
I am the God, and I am far older than the human principle shadow.
.« . I am the germ of thought, the resplendent word, the Son of
God. . . . AIll that thou seest and hearest . . . is the
thought of that which is God, the Father!” He taught the illusory
character of matter; that is, that anything we contact with the senses
is only a reflection of something from a higher plane..

The sun was called by the Egyptians the “Eye of Osiris,” and
was to them the Logos, or God, or Light manifest to the world. It
is only by the sevenfold ray of this Light that we can become cog-
nizant of God, who, through His third aspect as Creator, created our

solar system and everything pertaining to it. He is neither good nor

bad, per se, but is the origin of both. Do we not see the sun and, in
fact, all nature work both for good and evil? The strife between
the two helps on evolution.

The teachings of Hermes, given many thousands of years before

the Christ came, are almost identical with those of the latter. This
would be extremely puzzling but for the fact that all divine teachings .

come from one great body, or group, known as the Great White
Lodge; in its keeping is the spiritual evolution of humanity on this
planet. Hermes gave to the Egyptians under His care that portion,

or phase, of the ancient wisdom which was suitable to their well-being

and the Christ did the same for that portion of humanity which is His
special charge; the same is true of all divine Teachers. One could
cite many instances of the similarity of the teachings of this great
Master to those of the Christian Teacher, but a few must suffice. The
-saying of the Christ, “Follow Me and I will make you fishers of
men,” is found in this religion so similarly worded as to be startlingly
like. When the Roman Church speaks of St. Peter having the keys
of heaven and the power of binding and loosening, it is merely tell-
ing us two of the duties of Thoth in the Egyptian religion. Again,
like the second person of the Trinity, He was believed to be the only
begotten Son of God. He is also called the “Spoken Word,” and He
is supposed to judge the living and the dead. Like the Christ, He
was looked upon as an intercessor between God and man. There was
- also a wonderful sermon on the mountain. In one of the treatises is
a passage referring, as did the Christ, to the “kingdom of heaven,”
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