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T H E  T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IETY
(Founded by H. P. B lavatsky and Col. H. S. Olcott. Mrs. Annie Besant, President)

AND HOW TO BECOME A  MEMBER OF IT
THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

was formed at New York, November 
17, 1875, and incorporated at Madras,
April 3, 1908. A Society of an absolute­
ly unsectarian and non-political charac­
ter, whose work should be amicably 
prosecuted by the learned of all races, 
in a spirit of unselfish devotion to the 
research of truth, and with the purpose 
of disseminating it impartially, seemed 
likely to do much to check materialism and 
strengthen the waning religious spirit. The 
simplest expression of the objects of the So­
ciety is the following:

F irs t— To form  a nucleus of the Universal 
Brotherhood of Hum anity, w ithout distinction  
of race, creed, sex, caste o r color.

Second— To encourage the study of compara­
tive  religion, philosophy and science.

T h ird — To  investigate unexplained laws of 
N ature and the powers la ten t in man.

No person’s religious opinions are asked 
upon his joining, nor any interference with 
them permitted, but everyone is expected to 
show towards his fellow-members the same tol­
erance in this respect as he claims for himself.

THEOSOPHY is the body of truths 
which forms the basis of all religions, 
and which cannot be claimed as the ex­
clusive possession of any. It offers a 
philosophy which renders life intelligi­
ble, and which demonstrates the justice 
and love which guide in its evolution. 
It puts death in its rightful place, as a 
recurring incident in an endless life, 
opening the gateway of a fuller and 

more radiant existence. It restores to the 
world the science of the spirit, teaching man 
to know the spirit as himself, and the mind and 
body as his servants. It illuminates the scrip­
tures and doctrines of religions by unveiling 
their hidden meanings, and thus justifying 
them at the bar of intelligence, as they are 
ever justified in the eye of intuition.

Members of the Theosophical Society study 
these truths, and Theosophists endeavor to 
live them. Every one willing to study, to be 
tolerant, to aim high and work perseveringly 
for the realization of universal brotherhood 
is welcomed as a member, and it rests with 
the. member to become a true Theosophist.

The International Headquarters, offices and 
managing staff are at Adyar, a suburb of 
Madras, India, The Headquarters of The Amer­
ican Section of The Theosophical Society are 
at Krotona, Hollywood, Los Angeles, California.

H O W  TO JOIN THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
One of the twenty-three National Societies or 

Sections of The Theosophical Society exists in 
America, and is composed of lodges in various 
cities (of which a list is printed in this maga­
zine) and, in addition, a scattered membership 
residing where there is no lodge. The head­
quarters fee per year for members of lodges is 
$2.00; for unattached members the fee is $5.00 
annually. New members pay pro rata for the 
first year and a diploma fee of 50c upon joining.

Information about Theosophy and the Theo­
sophical Society is easy to obtain. In addition 
to the secretaries of lodges (whose names and 
addresses are to be found in the Lodge Di­
rectory, printed in the back of this magazine), 
full information may be obtained from the Gen­
eral Secretary of The American Section, ad­
dress below. A descriptive booklet, a copy of 
the By-Laws of the Section, and an application 
blank for membership are gladly supplied free 
of all cost to any address in the world.

To enter the Society it is necessary to sign 
the form provided, which reads, in part, as 
follows:

I, the undersigned, being in sympathy with 
the objects of the Theosophical Society and ac­
quainted with its rules, hereby make applica­
tion for admission as a Fellow thereof.

1 understand the objects of the Society to be 
as follows: 1 s t— To form  a nucleus of the
Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, without

distinction of race, creed, sex, caste or color. 
2d — To promote the study of comparative re­
ligion, philosophy and science. 3d — To inves­
tigate unexplained laws of Natxire and the 
powers latent in Man.

M y application for Fellowship has never 
been rejected by this Society nor any of its 
branches.

Two sponsors, members of the Society, must 
also endorse the form at the bottom; if no 
sponsors are obtainable, notify the General 
Secretary. If the application is for lodge mem­
bership, the applicant must be accepted by the 
lodge and his application sent through the 
proper officer of such body. If the application 
is for membership-at-large, the signed and en­
dorsed form should be sent either to a lodge 
officer to be for-warded to the General Secre­
tary or sent directly to the latter. Informa­
tion as to the specific amount to be sent to the 
General Secretary with the application will be 
supplied; it varies with the month of the year, 
but never exceeds $5.50 in the case of a 
member-at-large and $2.50 in the case of lodge 
members, except that in the latter case the dues 
of the local lodge, whatever they may be, must 
also be met.

For further direction, samples of literature, 
or information about any special phase of The­
osophy, address the secretary of any lodge or
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BY THE EDITOR

M E D I T A T I N G  F O R  C H A R A C T E R

H A R A C T E R  is b o th  a c c u m u la te d  e ffo r t  an d  exp erien ce . 
I n  th e  m a n  w h o has n o t y e t  reach ed  th e  s ta g e  o f  r e g u la t ­
in g  his o w n  e v o lu tio n  m o re  o r less c o n scio u sly , ch aracter  
is th e  su m  to ta l o f  his e x p e r ie n c e s ; certa in  d efin ite  a tt i­
tu d es are  acq u ired  p a in fu lly  o r  p le a su ra b ly , in  life  a fte r  

li fe , a n d  are th en  h e ld  as th e v e r y  n a tu re  o f  th e m a n  h im se lf. B u t  in  
th e a w a k e n e d  m a n , con sciou s e ffo r t  is a d d ed  to  th e  o rd e i'ly  e xp erien ce s  
in  his p a rtic u la r  e n v iro n m e n t, an d  he seeks d e lib e ra te ly  to  create  
sta b le  a ttitu d es  b y  p e rsisten t th in k in g  a n d  m e d ita tin g  u p o n  th e  a ttr i­
bu tes h e desires to  p ossess . I n  this w a y  he can  m a k e  his ch aracter  
w h a t he w ills . C o n s ta n t d w e llin g  u p o n  an  idea  g iv es  to  th a t id ea  a  
c o n tr o llin g  in flu en ce  o v er th e  one w h o  does it. T h e  w ise  th e re fo re  
m e d ita te  on  th e v irtu es  u n til these b eco m e p e r m a n e n tly  b u ilt  in to  
th eir ch aracters . W e r e  the k n o w le d g e  o f  this n o t as o ld  as th e  h ills—  
at le a st so fa r  as o cc u lt science is con ce rn ed — on e w o u ld  r e g a r d  it as 
th e g r e a te st  o f  m o d e rn  “ d isco v eries .”  A s  a  m a n  th in k eth  in  his h eart  
so is h e .

T r y  it , read ers, th is  m o n th  w ith  th e  v irtu e  purity— p u r ity  in th e  
h o m e , in  th e  b u sin ess, in  sp eech , act a n d  th o u g h t— su rch a rg e  th e  m in d  
w ith  th e  th o u g h t fo r  five  m in u te s  each  d a y  at a  chosen tim e , r e g u ­
la r ly , a n d  th en  w a tch  an d  see h o w  th e  h ab it o f  p u r ity  b eg in s to  be  
a u to m a tic a lly  estab lish ed  all th ro u g h  th e  d a y .

T h e  ed ito r w ill w e lco m e  corresp o n d en ce  fr o m  read ers te llin g  o f  
th e  success o f  th eir e x p e r im e n ts  w ith  this m o n th ’s v irtu e . D e m o n ­
stra te  fo r  y o u r s e lf  th a t wliat man thinks on that he becomes.



T H E  J O Y  O F  U N I T Y

U P P O S I N G  it be tru e , as th e  p h ilo so p h e rs , th e  re lig io u s  
teach ers a n d  th e p o ets  o f  th e  p a st h a v e  re ite ra te d  o v er  
an d  o v er  a g a in , th a t a ll l ife  is on e  a lth o u g h  fo r m s  are  
v a ried , th a t a t th e  h e a rt o f  th in g s  a ll is u n ity  a lth o u g h  
th e a p p e a ra n c e  fr o m  w ith o u t is th a t o f  d iv e rsity , d oes  

it n o t th en  e m e rg e , since life  is u n d e rsto o d  a n d  e x p re sse d  in te rm s  
o f  con sciou sn ess, th a t w e h ave  b u t to  e x te n d  o u r  con sciou sn ess so as 
to  e m b ra ce  all o th er fo r m s  o f  con sciou sn ess in o rd er to  share in d i­
v id u a lly  in  th e e n o rm o u s g r a n d e u r  th a t th e su m  to ta l con sciou sn ess  
o f  th e  w h ole  w o r ld  b ecom es?

Y o u ,  m y  read er, h ave  at so m e tim e  e x p e r ie n c e d  j o y .  T h e r e  h ave  
b een  b liss fu l m o m e n ts  in  y o u r  life  w h ich  tim e  has n o t su cceed ed  in  
b lo tt in g  fr o m  y o u r  m e m o r y , so k e e n  w ere  th e y  in  th eir  in te n sity . 
T h a t  j o y  w as yours, your o w n  e x p e r ie n ce . B u t  n o w  su p p o se  it w e re  
p o ssib le  fo r  y o u  to  e x te n d  y o u r  con sciou sn ess e m b ra c iv e ly  so  as to  
in c lu d e  th e  jo y -c o n sc io u sn e ss  o f  a ll o th er  h u m a n  b e in g s , w h a t an  
e n o rm o u s su rg e  o f  bliss w o u ld  be y o u r s , h o w  o v e r flo w in g  y o u r  c u p  
w o u ld  b e ! T h a t  is th e j o y  th a t w o u ld  com e o f  re a liz in g  h u m a n  
u n ity — b e c o m in g  c o n scio u sly  one w ith  h u m a n ity  as a  w h o le . S o m e  
d a y  th a t h igh  c o n su m m a tio n  w ill be y o u r s ; m ea n w h ile  th e g r e a t  cou rse  
o f  e v o lu tio n  sw eep s y o u  on  s lo w ly  b u t  su re ly  in th a t d irectio n  a n d  
y o u  c an  h a sten  or d e la y  as y o u  w ill, b u t  th e end  y o u  can  n e v e r  p re v e n t.

L iv e  n o w  in  th e  b e lie f th a t a ll h u m a n ity  is in d eed  y o u r  v e r y  ow n  
s e lf , a t on e  w ith  y o u  a n d  y o u  w ith  it, an d  all are at on e  w ith  th e  
S u p r e m e  F a th e r , an d  th en  shall y o u  h a sten  th e d a y  o f  y o u r  c o m p le te  
re a liza tio n  o f  A t - O n e -M e n t .

#  #

S H A L L  T H E  C A S T E  S Y S T E M  G O ?

O M E  d a y , w h en  th e fu tu r e  o f  In d ia  is w ritte n  a n d  th e h is­
to ria n  reco u n ts th e fo rc e s  a n d  in flu en ces w hich  h ave  h e lp ed  
to  m o u ld  th a t a n cien t race  in to  its in e v ita b le  fu tu r e  g r e a t ­
ness a g a in , th e n a m e  o f  M r s .  A n n ie  B e s a n t  w ill s ta n d  fo r th  
in  b r illia n t le tte rs .

T h e  lo v e  o f  h u m a n ity  a n d  th e  p u rsu it  o f  its w e lfa r e  in a ll civic a n d  
sp ir itu a l re lation s m a y  be said  to  be th e p assion  o f  M r s .  B e s a n t ’s 
life  a n d  h ow ever m u ch  this fe e lin g  m a y  be u n iv ersa l in its e x p re ssio n , 
y e t  it is o b v io u sly  tru e  th a t I n d ia  as a p e o p le  lies c loser to  h er h ea rt  
th a n  a ll th e  rest o f  e a rth ’s p e o p le s . M a n y  a n d  b e a u tifu l are th e  
th in g s  th a t she has w ritte n  a n d  sp o k e n  to  show  fo r th  I n d ia ’s treasu res



o f  w isd o m , a c c u ra c y  o f  k n o w le d g e , sp le n d id  h isto ry  a n d  in h eren t  
g re a tn e ss , a lth o u g h  to d a y  w e  see th a t race a t its m o s t  d e cad en t s ta g e .

O n e  w h o  ob serves M r s . B e s a n t ’s m e th o d s o f  r e fo r m  since she cam e  
in to  T h e o s o p h y  rea lizes th a t th e y  are  a lw a y s  n o w  d e v o te d  to  th e  
w o r k in g  w ith  th e g o o d  th a t she sees ra th e r  th a n  a g a in st th e  b a d , 
th e  p la c in g  o f  em p h a sis  u p o n  th a t  w h ich  sh ow s fo r th  th e  b est in  o rd er  
th a t th e  w o r st  m a y  be w e a k e n e d . H e r  te a ch in g s  sh ow  th a t she b e ­
lieves th a t b y  tu r n in g  th e fo rc e s  to w a r d  th e  w o r th y , th e  u n w o rth y  
becom es a tro p h ie d  a n d  ceases to  ex ist.

I n  d e a lin g  th u s w ith  m o d e r n  I n d ia  a n d  its in stitu tio n s  M r s .  B e s a n t  
has even  re fra in e d  fr o m  d e stru ctiv e  c ritic ism  o f  th a t g re a te st  o b stacle  
in  I n d ia ’s p r o g r e ss , th e  caste  sy ste m . B u t  recen t even ts  h a v e  u n ­
d o u b te d ly  con v in ced  h er th a t th e w e ig h t o f  h er v e r y  g r e a t  in flu en ce  
m u st a t la st  be b ro u g h t to  b e a r  u p o n  th e  d irect w e a k e n in g  o f  the  
fo rc e  th a t is su sta in in g  th a t serious h in d ra n ce  to  I n d ia ’ s fu tu r e  g r e a t ­
ness.

T o  th e  en d  o f  b r in g in g  o rg a n ize d  a ctio n  in to  p la y  in th e a tte m p t  
to  r e fo r m  as fa r  as p ra c tic a b le  th e c aste  sy ste m , she re c e n tly  ca lle d  
a c o n fe re n c e  o f  T h e o s o r'h ical w o rk e rs  a n d  o rg a n ize d  a le a g u e  called  
“ T h e  B r o th e r s  o f  S e r v ic e ,”  a ffe c t io n a te ly  te rm e d  “ T h e  S t a lw a r ts .”  
T h o s e  jo in in g  th e  le a g u e  m a k e  p ro m ise  to  d isr e g a rd  th e restriction s  
b ased  o n  caste , a n d  sp e c ifica lly  th ose  a ffe c t in g  m a r r ia g e , ed u c a tio n , 
socia l a n d  p o litic a l s ta n d in g . N o  one w ill be a llo w e d  to  ta k e  th e  
S ta lw a r ts ’ p ro m ise , or a n y  p a r t  o f  it, w h o  is n o t  p e r fe c t ly  lo y a l to  
th e  B r it is h  C ro w n .

T h e  m o v e m e n t has n o th in g  to  do w ith  th e T h e o so p h ic a l S o c ie ty , 
as su c h ; b u t M r s . B e s a n t  h ead s it b ecau se  she b elieves “ th a t th e  b est  
in terests o f  In d ia  lie  in  h er r is in g  in to  o rd e re d  fr e e d o m  u n d e r  th e  
B rit ish  C r o w n , in th e c a st in g  a w a y  o f  e v e ry  c u sto m  w h ich  p re v e n ts  
u n io n  a m o n g  a ll w h o  d w ell w ith in  h er b o rd ers , an d  in th e  re sto ra tio n  
to  H in d u is m  o f  socia l f le x ib ility  a n d  b ro th e r ly  fe e lin g .”

#  m

H O W  S H A L L  W E  T R E A T  O U R  D E A D ?

S I D E  fr o m  th e g r ie f  th a t on e  fe e ls  w h e n  re a liz in g  th a t  
n o  lo n g e r  shall his eyes rest u p o n  th e fr ie n d  or th e  re la tiv e  
w h ose  b e lo v e d  p resen ce  has b een  a c o m fo r t  a n d  a j o y ,  th ere  
is a lso  a  certa in  c o n v e n tio n a l fe e lin g  th a t m o st p e o p le  e x ­
p erien ce  th a t it is r ig h t an d  p r o p e r  to  e x p re ss  som e m ea su re  

or fo r m  o f  g r ie f  o v e r  th e  d e a th  o f  a  lo v e d  on e . I t  n ever seem s to  
occu r to  m o s t  p e o p le  th a t th ere  is a n y  o th er w o rth ie r  v ie w  or a ttitu d e . 

I n  his a d m ira b le  litt le  trea tise  on  d eath  u n d e r  th e  title  To Those



Who Mourn, th e  d istin g u ish ed  o c c u ltis t, C . W .  L e a d b e a te r , w h ile  
e x p r e s s in g  all d u e  a n d  n a tu r a l s y m p a th y  fo r  th ose  w h o are afflicted  
b y  th e  h a n d  o f  d ea th , b rin g s  m u ch  h e lp  an d  re lie f to  th em  b y  sh o w in g  
the re a l n a tu re  o f  this tr a g ic  in cid en t in life . T h e  p rocess is to  h im  
n o  m o re  th a n  th a t o f  th e m a n  w ho re m o v e s  his o v erco a t. I n  m a k in g  
the c h a n g e  ca lled  d eath  m a n  does n o t  n e cessa rily  tr a n s p o r t  h im se lf  
m y s tic a lly  to  so m e  fa r -d is ta n t  sp o t, b u t sta n d s in th e p resen ce  o f  
his a cc u sto m e d  in terests ju s t  th e sa m e  as b e fo r e  th e  c h a n g e  w a s  
m a d e , o n ly  he is b u rd e n e d  b y  one g a r m e n t  less th a n  b e fo re .

T h e  au th o r sh ow s to o  th a t in th e n ig h t l i fe , w h en  set fre e  te m ­
p o r a r ily  fr o m  th e o u te r  flesh , w e are restored  to  th e c o m p a n io n sh ip  
o f  o u r  d e p a rte d , b ecau se  th en  b o th  are  liv in g  e q u a lly  in  th eir  sp ir itu a l  
bodies a n d  it is a la w  o f  n a tu re  th a t p h y sica l b o d y  sees p h y sica l b o d y  
an d  sp ir itu a l b o d y  sees sp ir itu a l b o d y , b u t n e v e r  th e  p h y sica l th e  
sp ir itu a l n or th e  sp ir itu a l th e  p h y sica l.

T h e  a u th o r  m a k e s  his sta te m e n ts  as o f  his o w n  k n o w le d g e  an d  
e x p erien ce , an d  c la im s th a t these th in g s  m a y  be stu d ie d  an d  u n d e r ­
sto o d  th e sam e as a n y  oth er fa c ts  o f  th e  u n iverse . H i s  ob serv a tio n s  
are o ffe re d  as a  c on trib u tio n  to  the w o r ld  o f  o cc u lt science. S u r e ly  i f  
th e y  re flect th e tr u th  in such m a tte r s , it is a  v e r y  g r e a t  c o m fo r t  to  
realize  th a t d e p a rte d  fr ie n d s are a lw a y s  n ea r an d  c on tin u e  to  e n jo y  
th e h a p p in e ss  a n d  h op es o f  th ose w h o  are  le f t  b eh in d . Y e t  u n fo r tu n ­
a te ly  th e con verse  o f  this p r in c ip le  w o u ld  be tr u e , fo r  i f  w e m o u rn  
a n d  su ffe r , o u r  th o u g h ts  an d  fe e lin g s  w ill be fe lt  b y  the d ear  
ones g o n e  b e fo re . H o w  n ec essa ry  th e re fo re  it is th a t w e  sh o u ld  k eep  
h a p p y  an d  c h e erfu l on  th e  occasion  o f  d eath .

A  m e m b e r  o f  th e T h e o so p h ic a l S o c ie ty  re c e n tly  w ro te  th e  fo llo w ­
in g  in te r e stin g  le tte r , w h ich  is here g iv e n  as on e  o f  m a n y  in d ication s  
o f  a  te n d e n c y  th a t is h a p p ily  d e v e lo p in g  in  ou r c iv ilization  to w a rd  
ta k in g  a m o re  sp ir itu a l, a n d  th e re fo re  less sa v a g e , o u tlo o k  u p o n  
d e a t h :

Last Saturday, by request of a Jew who believes in reincarnation though 
not a member of the T. S., I said a sermon over the body of his wife at 
the Chapel in Graceland Cemetery. The brother told me that before speak­
ing I should tell the people I represented Theosophy, which taught the 
truths proclaimed and which both he and his wife accepted. I spoke to 
about one hundred people and during the address many heads nodded in 
approval.

When I finished speaking and the family and friends looked for the last 
time at the face of the departed there was an absence of wailing and 
weeping, so common on such occasions, and in almost every face there shone 
a peaceful calm. The husband stood at the door of the chapel when all was 
over and took the hand of each one as he passed out and, with a smiling 
face bereft of sorrow, said a few words to each. The sister and other 
relatives and friends came to me and told how much comfort and peace I had 
given them all.



THEOSOPH Y AN D  TH E S T A R

By C. Jinarajadasa

N  T H E  c o n stitu tio n  o f  th e T h e o so p h ic a l S o c ie ty  its o b ­
je c ts  are  sta te d  as fo l lo w s :

1. To form a nucleus of the Universal Brotherhood of 
Humanity without distinction of race, creed, sex, caste or color.

2. To encourage the study of comparative religion, phi­
losophy and science.

3. To investigate the unexplained laws of nature and the 
powers latent in man.

C o n c e r n in g  th e  first o b je c t , n o n e  b u t th e  m o st n a r r o w -m in d e d  w ill  
to d a y  d e c ry  the b ro a d  h u m a n ita ria n  p la t fo r m  o ffe re d  b y  th e S o c ie ty . 
“ W it h o u t  d istin c tio n  o f  ra ce , creed , se x , caste o r  c o lo r ”  w a s a s tr ik in g  
id ea  th ir ty -e ig h t  y e a rs  a g o , b u t th e  g r o w th  o f  in te rn a tio n a lism  has  
fa m ilia r iz e d  m e n  w ith  th e T h e o so p h ic a l c o n ce p tio n  o f  B ro th e r h o o d .

T h e  T h e o so p h ic a l S o c ie ty  is n o t  th e o n ly  o rg a n iza tio n  w o r k in g  to  
fo r m  a n u cleu s o f  U n iv e r s a l  B r o th e r h o o d , b u t it sta n d s u n iq u e  b e ­
cause it achieves its a im  b y  lines o f  a c tiv ity  p la n n e d  fo r  b y  th e  secon d  
a n d  th ird  o b je c ts . T h e  s tu d y  o f  th e o rig in s  o f  re lig io n s , th e a tte m p t  
to  se p a ra te  th e p u re  te a ch in g s  o f  th e  g r e a t  F o u n d e r s  o f  re lig io n  
fr o m  the th e o lo g ic a l a ccretion s o f  a g e s , th e sp ir it o f  rev eren ce  fo r  
w h a tev e r  has in sp ire d  th e h earts  o f  m e n , these ch aracterize  th e w o r k  
o f  T h e o so p h is ts  as th e y  c a r r y  o u t th e  secon d  o b je c t . H o w  su c c essfu l  
th eir  e ffo rts  h a v e  b een  is a tte ste d  b y  th e  fa c t  th a t th ere  are in  th e  
S o c ie ty  to d a y  C h ristia n s , H in d u s , B u d d h ists , Z o r o a str ia n s  a n d  M u ­
h a m m a d a n s , a ll c o -o p e r a tin g  in  a  com m o n  w o rk , th o u g h  each  n e v e r­
th eless sta n d s lo y a lly  b y  th e  fa ith  o f  his fa th ers .

I t  is p e rh a p s w ith  r e g a rd  to  th e  th ird  o b je c t  th a t th e  S o c ie ty  
h old s a  sp e c ia lly  s tr ik in g  p o sitio n  as th e  heir o f  an  a lre a d y  e x is t in g  
b o d y  o f  tru th s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  in v isib le  w o rld . F r o m  I n d ia  a n d  fr o m  
m ed iev a l E u r o p e , fr o m  E g y p t ,  P a le s t in e  an d  G r e e c e  th is b o d y  o f  
tru th s  has been  re co v e re d  a n d  is n o w  o ffe re d  to  th e  w o r ld  as a so lu tio n  
to  th e m y ste ries  o f  life . I t  is tru e  th a t a ll are n o t as y e t  con v in ced  
o f  th e tru th s o ffe re d , b u t n everth eless  th e  in flu en ce  o f  T h e o so p h ic  
te a ch in g s is seen  in  th e m o re  re ce p tiv e  a ttitu d e  o f  scien tists to d a y  
to  th e p r o b le m  o f  th e  so u l, c o m p a r e d  to  w h at th a t a ttitu d e  w a s fo r t y  
y ea rs a g o .



T h e  w o r k  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  is p r im a r ily  d on e  b y  p r e s e n tin g  a  coh eren t  
p h iloso p h ic  sch em e o f  li fe  a n d  c o n d u c t d ed u cib le  fr o m  th e  fa c ts  
T h e o s o p h y  sh ow s. C o n s ta n t ly  th e a p p e a l is to  th e  h u m a n  reason  to  
ste p  o u t 'o f  its ch rysa lis  a n d  u se  its w in g s  to  su r v e y  fr o m  on  h ig h  
th e  w o r ld  in  w h ich  w e  liv e . T h e n  is seen  th e  w o r k in g  o f  th e  g r e a t  
la w s o f  re in c a rn a tio n  a n d  k a r m a , a n d  th e g lo o m y  a n d  d e p r e ssin g  
p r o sp e c t o f  h u m a n ity , as it is to d a y , is lig h te n e d  b y  th e  g le a m s  w e  
g a in  o f  a  g lo r ifie d  h u m a n ity  th a t m u s t  in e v ita b ly  be.

W e  m u s t  n o te  th a t th o u g h  th e  S o c ie ty , as a  b o d y , has n o  d o g m a s , 
y e t  th r o u g h  its m o s t  active  m e m b e rs  it has d ra w n  a tte n tio n  to  la w s  
in  e v o lu tio n , such  as re in c a rn a tio n  a n d  k a r m a  a n d  th ose  la w s th a t  
g o v e r n  li fe  in  in v isib le  w o r ld s .

N o w  th e S o c ie ty  s ta rte d  its career w ith  b u t fe w  tru th s  p r o fe sse d  
b y  its m e m b e rs . D u r in g  th e  th ir ty -e ig h t  y ea rs  o f  its e x isten ce  som e  
o f  these tru th s  h a v e  b e co m e  c o m m o n  p r o p e r t y ; fa c ts  as to  th e  p sy ch ic  
n a tu re  o f  m a n  are  n o w  a c c e p te d  b y  th o u sa n d s w h o  are n o t  T h e o s o -  
p h ists , a n d  re in c a rn a tio n , in  A m e r ic a , is ta u g h t  b y  m a n y  “ N e w  
T h o u g h t ”  teach ers w h o  d esire  no affiliation  w ith  T h e o s o p h y . Id e a s  
th a t w ere  once c h a ra cte r istica lly  T h e o so p h ic a l h a v e  ceased  to  be such , 
one b y  o n e . B u t  y e a r  b y  y e a r  T h e o s o p h y  as a  b o d y  o f  tru th s  is 
g r o w in g , a n d  T h e o so p h is ts  to d a y  con sid er e v o lu tio n  in th e  lig h t  o f  
ideas th a t tw e n ty  y e a rs  a g o  w ere  sc a rc e ly  h e a rd  o f . S o  it m u s t  a l­
w a y s  b e ; as T h e o so p h is ts  g r o w  in  p o w e rs  o f  h e a rt a n d  b ra in  an d  
u n fo ld  th e fo rc es  o f  the so u l la te n t w ith in  th e m , m o re  a n d  m o re  
tru th s  o f  n a tu re  m u s t  b eco m e a p a r t  o f  th ose  id eas th a t are  d e s ig ­
n a te d  T h e o s o p h ic a l. S o  to o  it w ill be th a t d ecad e  b y  d ecad e  T h e o ­
sop h ica l ideas w ill be in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  m a ss  o f  o r th o d o x  th o u g h t  
a n d  w ill cease to  b e  e x c lu s iv e ly  “ T h e o s o p h ic a l.”  B u t , as to d a y , th e  
T h e o so p h is ts  o f  th e  w o rld  w ill ever be in  a m in o r ity . E v e n  th o u g h  
th e  p re se n t ideas w ill b eco m e p o p u la r , n e w  tru th s  are y e t  to  be d is­
c ov e re d , w h ich  on  th eir  d isc o v e ry  w ill b e  u n p o p u la r  till  th e y  are b a p ­
tized  at th e  fo n t  o f  o r th o d o x  o p in io n . T h e o s o p h y  as w e k n o w  it n o w  
w ill s lo w ly  p e rm e a te  th e th o u g h t o f  th e  w o r ld , b u t th ere  w ill a lw a y s  
be a T h e o s o p h y  a cc e p ta b le  o n ly  to  a  fe w , a n d  so m e  k in d  o f  s t ig m a  
w ill a lw a y s  be a ttach ed  b y  th e  w o r ld  to  these T h e o so p h is ts  as a set  
o f  d rea m ers t r y in g  to  d issem in a te  a k n o w le d g e  w h ose  v a lu e  no o rd i­
n a r y  m o r ta l c an  see.

S u m m in g  u p  th e w o rk  o f  th e  S o c ie ty , w e  see th a t w h a t it has d on e  
an d  is y e t  to  d o  is to  sh ow  th a t th e  w o r ld  is n o t  a  chaos o f  a to m s th a t  
h ave b lin d ly  e v o lv e d , o u t o f  th e m se lv e s , n a tu re  as w e see it, b u t th a t  
it is a  m o s t  com p reh en siv e  a n d  in s p ir in g  sch em e o f  e v o lu tio n  d irected  
b y  g r e a t  a n d  c o m p a ssio n a te  In te llig e n c e s . T h e  b ro th e rh o o d  o f  m a n , 
th e u n ity  o f  re lig io n s , th e im m o r ta litv  o f  th e  sou l an d  o th er  fu n d a ­
m e n ta l fa c ts  o f  l i fe  are sh ow n  b y  T h e o s o p h y  as lo g ic a l d ed u ctio n s  
fr o m  th e  e x a m in a tio n  o f  one a ll-e m b r a c in g  sch em e o f  e v o lu tio n .



W h e n  w e  com e to  con sid er th e  w o r k  o f  th e O r d e r  o f  th e  S ta r  in  
th e  E a s t ,  w e  are c o n fro n te d  w ith  so m e th in g  q u ite  d iffe re n t. I t s  aim s  
a n d  o b je c ts  are s ta te d  as fo l lo w s :

1. W e believe that a Great Teacher will soon appear in the world, 
and we wish so to live now that we may be worthy to know Him when He 
comes.

2. W e shall try, therefore, to keep Him in our minds always and to do in 
His name, and therefore to the best of our ability, all the work which comes 
to us in our daily occupations.

S. As far as our ordinary duties allow, we shall endeavor to devote a 
portion of our time each day to some definite work which may help to pre­
pare for His coming.

4. W e shall seek to make Devotion, Steadfastness and Gentleness 
prominent characteristics of our daily life.

5. W e shall try to begin and end each day with a short period devoted 
to the asking of His blessing upon all that we seek to do for Him and in 
His Name.

6. W e regard it as our special duty to try to recognize and reverence 
greatness, in whomsoever shown, and to strive to co-operate as far as we 
can, with those whom we feel to be spiritually our superiors.

T h e s e  are th e id eals o f  th e  O r d e r  o f  th e  S ta r  in th e  E a s t .  T h e r e  
is n o  a tte m p t  here to  p r o c la im  a p h ilo so p h y  th a t so lves th e p ro b le m s  
o f  l i f e ; th e  O r d e r  sets u p  n o  sta n d a rd  o f  v a lu e  in  th e  d o m a in  o f  t r u t h ; 
re in c a rn a tio n  a n d  k a rm a  are n o  p a r t  o f  its p la t fo r m . T h e  m em b e rs  
m a y  b e lo n g  to  a n y  re lig io n  o r to  n o n e ; th e y  m a y  p r o fe ss  a n y  p h i­
lo s o p h y  th e y  lik e  o r  n on e  at a l l ;  th e y  are  u n ite d  o n ly  b y  th e  g r e a t  
id ea  th a t th e y  b e lieve  in th e  e a r ly  c o m in g  o f  a G r e a t  T e a c h e r  w h o  
w ill b r in g  a m e ssa g e  o f  lo v e  a n d  p e a ce  to  a ll m a n k in d . B u t  this  
b e lie f is a p a rt o f  th e  creed  o f  a ll e x is t in g  r e lig io n s ; w h a t th e  O r d e r  
does is to  u n ite  in  on e  o rg a n iz a tio n  th ose  in  a ll th e re lig io n s  w h o  
believe  in  a c o m in g , so th a t a  c o m m o n  e ffo r t  m a y  be m a d e  to  p r e p a r e  
th e w a y  o f  th e T e a c h e r  w h o  is to  com e.

N o w  it is a n o te w o r th y  fa c t  in  h u m a n  a ffa irs  th a t b e fo re  a  g r e a t  
eve n t h a p p e n s , m a n y  p e o p le  sense w ith  th eir in tu itio n s w h a t is a b o u t  
to  ta k e  p la c e . T h is  is sp e c ia lly  the case  w ith  r e g a r d  to  th e  a p p e a r ­
ance o f  g r e a t  sou ls w h o  le a d  th e w a y  to  m o ra l a n d  sp ir itu a l a d v a n c e ­
m e n t ; it is as th o u g h  a  p a rtic u la r  e p o c h  cried  o u t fo r  th e  c o m in g  oi 
a g r e a t  lea d er  a n d  he re sp o n d e d  to  its  c a ll. H e n c e  w e  fin d  th a t, 
b e fo re  th e actu a l eve n t, e v e ry o n e  w h o  senses th e  fu tu r e  a n d  w ork s  
fo r  it m e e ts  w ith  a  re sp o n se  fr o m  th o u sa n d s, even  i f  n o  p r o o fs  are  
o ffe re d  th a t w ill s a t is fy  d o u b tin g  m in d s . T h e  lig h t  o f  in tu itio n  dissi­
p a tes  a  d ark n ess w h ich  is an  ob stac le  to  th e w o rk in g s  o f  th e  r e a so n ; 
th e  m e ssa g e  p r o c la im e d  m e e ts  w ith  a re sp o n se  in  th e  h e a rt, a n d  th e  
h eart th en  g u id e s  the m in d  in to  a p a th  w h ich  is firm  an d  fre e  o f  d o u b t. 
T h is  is th e  p h e n o m e n o n  w e are  w itn e ss in g  to d a y , an d  w e  c an  u n d e r­
sta n d  w h y , th o u g h  it to o k  th ir ty  y e a r s  fo r  th e  T h e o so p h ic a l S o c ie ty  
to  a tta in  to  a  m e m b e rsh ip  o f  te n  th o u sa n d , th e  O r d e r  o f  th e  S ta r



in th e E a s t  g r e w  to  th a t n u m b e r  in  less th a n  tw o  y ea rs.
I t  is tru e  th a t a t th e p re se n t m o m e n t m o st o f  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  

O r d e r  are  m em b e rs  o f  th e T h e o so p h ic a l S o c ie ty . B u t  th e O r d e r  is 
n o t sp e c ia lly  fo r  T h e o s o p h is ts ; in d eed  it is in ten d e d  to  a p p e a l to  
h u n d re d s o f  th o u sa n d s fo r  w h o m  T h e o s o p h y , as y e t , has n o  c le a r  
m e ssa g e . T h o s e  o f  u s w h o  are  T h e o so p h is ts , w h en  w e w o rk  as m e m ­
bers o f  th e  O r d e r , m u s t  re m e m b e r  th is fa c t , th a t th e O r d e r  is fo r  a ll, 
a n d  w e m u s t  n o t b r in g  in to  its p r in c ip les  ideas th a t are n o t th ere .

A s  T h e o so p h is ts , w e  w o rk  to  d issem in ate  certa in  g r e a t  tru th s  o f  
n a tu r e ; o u r  w o rk  in  th e  S o c ie ty  is to  sp r e a d  fa r  a n d  w ide th e  tru th s  
w e h ave  to  o ffe r  to  a ll c o n c e rn in g  life  a n d  d eath . A s  T h e o so p h is ts , 
w e w o rk  fo r  e v e ry  k in d  o f  r e fo r m , a n d  r e fo r m  m u st c o m e  fr o m  a  
clear u n d e rsta n d in g  o f  th e la w s g o v e r n in g  visib le  a n d  in visib le  n a tu re . 
B u t  as m e m b e rs  o f  th e O r d e r , ou r c h ie f a im  is to  ch a n g e  th e  m in d s  
a n d  h earts  o f  m e n , n o t  b ecau se  an  u n d e r sta n d in g  o f  the o ccu lt la w s  
o f  n a tu re  w ill le a d  to  h a p p in e ss  b u t b ecau se  it is o n ly  w ith  c h a n g e d  
h earts an d  m in d s  th a t m e n  w ill re co g n ize  th e G r e a t  T e a c h e r  w h en  
H e  co m e s. A s  T h e o so p h is ts , w e  w a n t to  p u t in to  each m a n ’ s h a n d  
th e k e y  th a t u n lo ck s  a ll th e  r id d les o f  l i f e ; as m e m b e rs  o f  th e  O r d e r ,  
w e w a n t to  b r in g  each m a n  to  the fe e t  o f  th e S u p r e m e  T e a c h e r , to  
receive fr o m  H i m  th e  L i g h t  o f  L i f e .

H e n c e  th e w o rk  o f  the O r d e r  is t w o f o ld ; first to  p o in t o u t th a t  
as g r e a t  T e a c h e rs  h ave  com e in th e  p a s t , so  an o th er T e a c h e r  w ill  
com e , fo r  th ere are sign s e v e ry w h ere  th a t m e n  a n d  even ts a re  p r e ­
p a r in g  fo r  a n ew  era  th at sh a ll be u sh ered  in  b y  H i m ; a n d , se co n d ly , 
to  m a k e  c lea r in  a sp ecia l m a n n e r  th a t, th o u g h  in  th e  p a st m u c h  has  
b een  ach ieved  f o r  c iv iliza tio n  b y  th e use  o f  fo r c e , h e n c e fo rth , u n d e r  
p rese n t c o n d itio n s, m e n  w ill m a k e  th e  u tm o s t  o u t o f  life  o n ly  b y  th e  
p rac tic e  o f  g e n tle n e ss  in th o u g h t , w o rd  an d  d eed , a n d  th a t th is n ew  
ro a d  to  h ig h  m a te r ia l a n d  m o r a l a ch iev em en t m u st be tr o d d e n  n ot  
o n ly  b y  in d iv id u a ls , b u t b y  n a tion s also .

T h e r e  is n o  g r e a te r  n eed  in  th e w o r ld  to d a y  th a n  to  p r o c la im  the  
m e ssa g e  o f  g e n tle n e ss , fo r  g e n tle n e ss  d issip ates th e c lou d s o f  selfish ­
ness a n d  en ab les th e  lig h t  w ith in  a  m a n  to  shine f o r t h ; an d  th is lig h t  
n o t o n ly  m a k e s  c lea r to  a m a n  h o w  he sh a ll a ct c o n c e rn in g  his sp ir ­
itu a l a ffa irs , it a lso  sh ow s to  h im  w h a t he shall or shall n o t d o  w ith  
re fe re n ce  to  his a ffa irs  in  th e  m a te r ia l w o r ld . T h e r e  is n o  p r o b le m  
w hich th e c lev erest o f  m e n  to d a y  th in k  c an  be so lv ed  o n ly  b y  fo rc e  
b u t co u ld  be b e tter  so lv ed  b y  g e n tle n e ss , i f  o n ly  m e n ’s h earts  w ere  
g e n tle . W e  fa ll  b a c k  on  fo rc e  as a  m e th o d  b ecau se  w e see n o  oth er  
w a y ; w e re  w e  b u t to  tr a in  ou rselves to  b e  g e n tle , w e  sh ou ld  th en  see  
m a n y  a m e th o d  to  achieve o u r  a im , b u t w ith  m e a n s th at b r in g  h u rt  
to  no  l iv in g  th in g .

N o w  it is b ecau se  g e n tle n e ss  w ill b e  p r e d o m in a n t in th e  G r e a t  
T e a c h e r  w h o  is to  com e , a n d  becau se  g e n tle n e ss  w ill ch aracterize  the



c iv iliza tio n  H e  w ill b u ild , th a t  so m a n y  to d a y  are  r e s p o n d in g  to  th e  
m e ssa g e  o f  th e  O r d e r  o f  th e  S ta r  in  th e E a s t .  O u t  o f  a ll re lig io n s  
th e y  com e to  jo i n  th e  O r d e r , fo r  in  th e  v irtu e  o f  g e n tle n e ss  is a  v iv i­
fy in g  fo rc e  th a t tr a n s fo r m s  th e c h a ra cter in  m y ste r io u s  a n d  su b tle  
w a y s , a n d  y e t  a d d s to  it a  s tr e n g th  th a t w ith sta n d s th e sh ock  o f  e v e ry  
c a la m ity . A s  m e m b e rs  o f  th e O r d e r , w e  are w o r k in g  to  ush er in  a 
n ew  e r a ; le t  u s see to  it th a t w e  d o  n o t  n a rro w  th e  p o rta ls  fo r  th ose  
e a g e r  to  w o rk  fo r  g e n tle n e ss . W e l l  an d  g o o d  i f  th e y  b elieve  in  
T h e o so p h ic a l tru th s , b u t such b e lie f is n o t n e c essa ry  in  o rd e r  to  be  
activ e  in  th e  O r d e r . W h a t  th ey  b elieve  as to  li fe  here o r  h e re a fte r  
m a tte rs  litt le  in  th is w o rk , so lo n g  as th e y  h e a rtily  c o -o p e r a te  to  
b rin g  b e fo re  m e n ’s m in d s th e p o w e r  th a t is la te n t  in  g en tle n e ss .

T h e o s o p h y  is th e  scien tific  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e la w s o f  n a tu re  a n d  
o f  li fe , a n d  e v e ry  re lig io n  ex p re sses  som e o f  th ese  la w s in  te rm s o f  
h u m a n  c o n d u ct. E a c h  F o u n d e r  o f  re lig io n  g en e ra lizes  fr o m  th e  
A n c ie n t  W i s d o m  certa in  p rin c ip le s  o f  ethics w h ich  H e  fo r m u la te s  
in  a cod e o f  c o n d u c t th a t, in  H i s  ju d g m e n t , is th e m o s t  h e lp fu l to  
th e  era  w h ich  H e  is to  u sh er in . H e  su m s u p  T h e o s o p h y  fo r  an  
e p o ch  in  so m e  on e  or m o re  v irtu es on  w hich H e  la y s  sp e cia l stress. 
T h u s  in  I n d ia  w e  fin d  th e  u n ity  o f  a ll life  an d  d esirelessn ess as the  
k e y -n o te  o f  H in d u is m , w h ile  B u d d h is m  p r o c la im s c o m p a ssio n  a n d  
o b ed ien ce  to  l a w ; Z o r o a s te r  su m s u p  a ll th e v irtu es  in  th e on e  v irtu e  o f  
p u r ity , w h ile  fo r  M u h a m m a d  th ere is one p a th  to  G o d , w h ich  is 
th r o u g h  r e s ig n a tio n  to  th e  D iv in e  W i l l .  J e s u s  C h rist  lin k s  to  lo v e  
o f  G o d  th e  service  o f  o n e ’s n e ig h b o r . S o  to o  it w ill be in th e  re lig io n s  
y e t  to  c o m e ; to  su it th e tim e  an d  th e c iv iliza tio n , each T e a c h e r  w ill  
o ffe r  to  m e n  a p a th  to  sa lv a tio n  b y  th e  p rac tic e  o f  c erta in  v irtu es. 
I t  is ou r fa ith  as m em b e rs  o f  th e  O r d e r  th a t G e n tle n e ss  w ill be  
th e  su p re m e  v irtu e  th a t w ill tr a n s fo r m  m e n ’s lives in  th e  era  th a t  
is d a w n in g .

T h e o s o p h y , as a  b o d y  o f  scien tific  tru th s , is o n ly  fo r  a  fe w — o n ly  
in d eed  fo r  th ose  w h o  h a v e  q u alification s o f  h ea rt a n d  m in d  to  see  
fo r  th em selves th e  la w s o f  n a tu re  a n d  u n d e rsta n d  th eir  sign ifican ce . 
B u t  T h e o s o p h y  as a  cod e o f  c o n d u ct, as th e p rac tic e  o f  c erta in  v ir ­
tues, is fo r  a ll, irre sp e ctiv e  o f  th e  lev e l o f  th eir m e n ta lity  o r  th e  
cap acities  o f  th eir  h ea rts . H i g h  a n d  lo w , e v o lv e d  a n d  u n e v o lv e d , 
c a n  p ractise  v irtu e s , w h ile  th e c o n q u e st o f  tr u th  is o n ly  fo r  a fe w .

T h e  O r d e r  o f  th e  S ta r  in  th e E a s t ,  w ith  its vii’tu es o f  D e v o t io n ,  
S te a d fa stn e ss  a n d  G e n tle n e s s , is on e  m o re  e x p re ssio n  o f  T h e o s o p h y  
as id ea l c o n d u ct. T h e  O r d e r  em b races a ll p e o p le s , d e m a n d in g  o f  
th e m  n o  a b ility  o f  h ea rt o r  m in d , b u t o n ly  a  desire to  p ra c tise  th e  
th ree  v irtu es to  p r e p a r e  th e  w a y  o f  th e S u p r e m e  T e a c h e r . W h a t  
th e S u p r e m e  T e a c h e r  w ill do w ith  th e  O r d e r  w h en  H e  com es w e  d o  
n o t k n o w ; w e  c an  b u t p r e p a r e  to d a y  an  in stru m e n t fo r  H i m  to  w ie ld  
in  th e service  o f  H i s  ch ild ren . O f  on e  th in g  a lon e  are  w e  n o w  c e r -



ta in , a n d  th a t is th a t th e m e ssa g e  H e  w ill sp e a k  to  m e n  w ill a p p e a l  
m o re  u n iv e r sa lly  th a n  a n y  re lig io n  o f  to d a y .

W h i l e  m a tte r  a n d  fo rc e  a n d  li fe  e x is t , T h e o s o p h y  m u s t  e x ist  as 
th e  science o f  e v o lu tio n . R e lig io n  a fte r  re lig io n  w ill com e a n d  d is ­
a p p e a r , b u t T h e o s o p h y  w ill re m a in  u n c h a n g in g . B u t  n o n e  c an  
k n o w  th e  tru e  s ig n ifica n ce  o f  T h e o s o p h y  u n til in  som e m e a su re  he  
has served  his fe llo w  m e n . T h o s e  o f  u s w h o  are  T h e o so p h is ts  c an  
te s t ify  h o w  th e O r d e r  o f  th e  S t a r  in  th e E a s t  has ta u g h t us n e w  w a y s  
o f  service  a n d  so m a d e  T h e o s o p h y  m o re  rea l to  us th a n  it w as ever  
b e fo re . T h o s e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  O r d e r  w h o  are n o t  T h e o so p h is ts  w ill  
g la d ly  te s t ify  h o w , since th e y  jo in e d  th e O r d e r , life  has b ecom e  
b e a u tifu l a n d  in sp ir in g  in  w a y s  th e y  h a d  n o t th o u g h t p o ssib le .

I t  is th e  m ission  o f  th e g r e a t  re lig io n s  to  h e lp  m e n  to  fin d  w ith in  
th em se lve s the L i g h t  th a t lea d s  th em  to  sa lv a tio n . I n  th e  sp ir it o f  
th e h ig h est re lig io n , a n d  in  a n ew  a n d  b e a u tifu l w a y , ou r O r d e r  has  
c o m e  to  u s to  re v ea l th e L i g h t  th a t is in  o u rselv es. I t  te lls  u s th a t  
w ith in  u s , a n d  n o t  w ith o u t, is th e L i g h t  o f  th e  W o r l d ,  a n d  th a t w e  
shall see it in  o u rselv es a n d  in  oth ers i f  w e  w ill be g e n tle , s te a d fa st  
a n d  d e v o te d .

B r o th e r s  o f  th e S ta r , it is y o u r  p r iv ile g e  a n d  m in e  to  p r e p a r e  th e  
W a y  o f  th e L o r d , w h o  th r o u g h  th e m ig h t  o f  H i s  g en tle n e ss  w ill h e lp  
each m a n  to  g a in  his h e a r t ’s d e s ir e ; le t  u s p r e p a r e  H i s  w a y  b y  g o in g  
o u t in to  th e  w o r ld  a n d  sh o w in g  m e n  th a t fo r  a n g r y  w ord s w e  w ill  
re tu rn  sw e et sp eech , fo r  u n k in d n ess  w e  w ill re tu rn  c o m p a ssio n , an d  
th at w h a t th ey  a cc o m p lish  b y  fo rc e  w e shall a cc o m p lish  m o r e  b e a u ti­
fu lly  a n d  m o re  la s t in g ly  b y  th e p o w e r  o f  g e n tle n e ss .

The above is a lecture delivered at Genoa and Paris at meetings of the Order of the 
Star in the East, and published in The Herald of the Star, July, 1913.



P Y T H A G O R A S

G reek P hilosopher; F ounder oe a  B rotherhood 
at Crotona; I nitiate T eacher

By Isabel B. Holbrook

1 f ie ry  (  which by expounding aStions p a f i  
teacbetb to regulate the fu tu re , and fu r -  
nijheth u s w ith  w ifdom  a t the cefi o f  other 
mens experience) i s  not unlike ‘P a in tin g :  
their fcope is  the f a m e a n d  a s  in the latteT 

i t  argues w ant o f  s k il l  to look-up on the w hole draught w ith  
an indifferent eye , but to fe leb i a n d  in fiff  upon fam e chiefs 
particu lar is  proper to an A r t i f i ; fo  he w ho r e f s  fa tts f ie d  
w ith  the gener a ll relation o f  a ffa irs, {n o t  fix in g  upon fem e  
eminent A 3  our in  th a t f lo ry ) lo fe tb  i t  greatefl benefit’, fince 
w h a t is  mofi particu lar 3 by i ts  nearer affinity w ith  u s3 hath  
g r e a te f  influence upon us.

Hence i t  is  that there are tw o  kfiids o f  H is to ry  , One re- 
prefen ts gener a ll  affairs o f  S t a t e f  he other g iv e s  account 
e f  particu lar p e r f  ons3 w h  o f  e l iv e s  h a ve  rendred them emi­
nent. Homer hath g iv e n  an effay o f  e a c h o f  the firfi in h is  
Iliads, a relation o f  a w a r  b etw ix t different N ations', o f  the 
(econdin  his OdyfTes, confined to  the perfon  o f  Ulyfles,

As for the placits of ancient philosophers, as were those of Pythag­
oras, Philolaus, Xenophon, Anaxagoras, Parminides, Leucippus, 
Democritus and others (which men use disdainfully to run over), it 
will not be amiss to cast our eyes with more reverence upon them. To 
those who seriously propound to themselves the inquisition and illus­
tration of Truth, and not dominion or magistrality, it cannot but seem



a matter of great profit to see at once before them the several opinions 
of several authors touching the natures of things. For, as Aristotle 
saith elegantly, that “children at first indeed call all men fathers and 
\women mothers, but afterwards they distinguish them both,” so cer­
tainly expedience in childhood will call every philosophy “Mother,” 
but when it comes to ripeness it will discern the true mother. In the 
meantime it is good to read over diverse philosophies, as diverse 
glosses upon Nature; whereof, it may be, one in one place, another in 
another, is more corrected.

F r o m  L o r d  V e r u la m ’s Advancement of Learning.

IN  th e  era  ju s t  su b seq u en t to  th e  S h a k e ­
sp e a re a n , w h en  fo llo w e r s  o f  L o r d  B a c o n  
w ere  c a r r y in g  fo r w a r d  his p la n  fo r  th e a d ­

v a n c e m e n t o f  le a r n in g , T h o m a s  S ta n le y  b ro u g h t  
o u t th e first ed itio n  in E n g lis h  o f  The History 
of Philosophy in  five  p a rts , b o u n d  in to  tw o  v o l­
u m e s, th e first b e a r in g  1656 a n d  th e secon d  1660 
as d ates o f  p u b lica tio n . T h is  w o rk  is n o w  r a r e ;  
a n d , b esides, its o ld  E n g lis h  ty p e  o f  le tte rs  an d  
its p e c u lia r  s p e llin g  o f  w o rd s  m a k e  its re a d in g  
a so m e w h a t ted io u s p rocess to  som e.

A s  th e lib ra ry  a t K r o t o n a  has an  o r ig in a l o f  
The History of Philosophy, it is th o u g h t th a t  
th e rea d ers o f  The American Theosophist w ill be  

p le a sed  to  h ave us b r in g  o u t  fr o m  tim e  to  tim e  tr a n sc r ip tio n s , a b stracts  
or e x tra c ts  fr o m  this o ld  b o o k . W e  th e re fo re  o ffe r  y o u  this series on  
P y th a g o r a s  becau se w e  k n o w  th a t “ he w h o  w a s ”  P y th a g o r a s  is lo v e d  
a n d  rev eren ced  b y  a ll T h e o so p h ists  a n d  th a t o u r  in terest a n d  k n o w l­
e d g e  in  his life  as G r e e k  p h ilo so p h e r— in  w hich  he reach ed  in itiation —  
w ill b e a r  us n e a re r  to  H i m  as n o w  M a s t e r  o f  W is d o m , B r o th e r  o f  
the W h i t e  L o d g e .

P y th a g o r a s  w as th e  o r ig in a to r  o f  th e  w o r d  “ p h ilo so p h e r” ; he w as  
th e first to  use th a t title . I n  th e w o rd s o f  S ta n le y  [ta k in g  th e  lib e rty  
o f  m a k in g  such ch a n g es in te x t  as are  n ec essa ry  to  b in d  th e  q u oted  
p a r a g r a p h s  to g e th e r  in to  a  c o n siste n t fo r m  w ith o u t m u tila t io n  o f  idea  
o r a cc u ra c y  o f  th o u g h t ]  :

Having given proof of his multiplicious knowledge, to the admiration of 
all Greece, being demanded what his appellation was, he answered that he 
was not Sophos, wise (for excellent men had already possessed that name), 
but Philosophos, a lover of wisdom; that he knew no art, but was a phil­
osopher.

When asked because of the novelty of the name: who were philoso­
phers and what difference was there between them and others, Pythagoras 
answered that human life seemed to resemble that public convention which



is celebrated with the pomp and games of all Greece; for, as there, some 
by bodily exercises aim at the glory and nobility of a crown; others are 
led away by gain in buying and selling; but there is a certain kind of 
persons, and that those of the better quality, who seek neither applause nor 
gain, but come to behold and curiously observe what is done and how. So 
we, coming out of another life and nature into this life, as out of some 
city into the full throng of a public meeting, some serve glory, others 
riches; only some few there are who, despising all things else, studiously 
enquire into the nature of things. These he called enquirers after wisdom; 
that is, philosophers.

Thus, whereas learning before was called Sophia, wisdom, and the pro­
fessors thereof, Sophoi, wise men, Pythagoras, by a more modest appella­
tion, names it philosophy, love of wisdom, and its professors, philosophers; 
conceiving the attribute o f “ wise”  not to belong to men, but to God 
only, that which is properly termed “ wisdom” being far above human 
capacity.

Por though the frame of the whole heaven, and the stars which are 
carried about in it, if we consider their order, is fair, yet is it such but 
by participation of the primary Intelligible, who is a nature of numbers 
and proportions, diffusing itself through the Universe, according to which 
all these things are ordered together and adorned decently. Wisdom 
therefore is a true knowledge, conversant about those fair things which 
are first and divine, and incommixed and always the same, by participation 
whereof we may call other things fair. But philosophy is an imitation of 
that science which likewise is an excellent knowledge and did assist 
towards the reformation of mankind.

A s  to  th e  source o f  th e o ld  w o o d c u t o f  P y th a g o r a s  w ith  w h ich  S t a n ­
le y  p r e fa c e s  his trea tise — a n d  w h ich  w e re p ro d u c e  as fro n tisp ie c e  in  
th is m a g a z in e — w e lea rn  n o th in g  in  th e  b o o k  its e lf . E ls e w h e r e  it is 
re co rd ed  th a t P o r p h y r y , L a e r t iu s  a n d  C icero  le f t  d ra w in g s  o f  P y t h a g ­
oras, an d  th a t a ll o f  th ese  sh ow ed an a tte m p t to  p o r tr a y  a fig u re  
“ d ig n ified  a n d  a lm o st su p e rh u m a n  in his a p p e a ra n c e , w h ich  m o v e d  
w ith  a d ig n ity  a n d  g ra c e  th a t in sp ire d  a ll w ith  re v e re n c e .”  W e  fin d  
in o u r  b o o k , h o w e v e r , a q u a in tly  w ritte n  ch a p ter  o n  His Person and 
Virtues, w hich  w e  g iv e :

Plis person is described to have been in his youth extraordinary beau­
tiful; that the soul of Pythagoras, being of the regimine of Apollo (whether 
as a follower, or some other way more near to him), was sent to men 
none can doubt, since it may be evinced by circumstances of his birth 
and the universal wisdom of his mind. Whence we see the Greeks did so 
much admire his wit that they thought it could be nothing less than 
divine, and thereupon fabled Apollo to be his father.

He grew up in prudence and temperance, being, whilst he was yet 
very young, generally much respected and honored, even by the most 
aged. His presence and discourse attracted all persons; to every one on 
whom he looked he appeared worthy of admiration, insomuch that many 
averred he was the son of a deity. He being thus confirmed by the great 
opinions that were had of him, by the education of his infancy, and by his 
natural excellency, made himself daily more worthy of these advantages, 
adorning himself with devotions, with sciences, with excellent conversa-



tion, with constancy of mind; with grave deportment and with a sweet, 
inimitable serenity; never transported with anger, laughter, emulation, 
contention or any other disorder; living like some good genius come to 
converse in Samus. Hereupon, though young, a great report was spread 
of him to all the cities thereabout; many in all those parts, commending 
the young man, made him famous, calling him by a proverb “ the Samian 
comet”  or “ the fair-haired Samian.”

At fifty-six years of age he was of a more comely and divine presence. 
Laertius saith: “ He is reported to have been of a most awful aspect,
insomuch as his disciples thought him Hyperborean Apollo,”  adding that 
Timon takes this notice of the awfulness of his presence, though he 
alleged it in disparagement of him:

Pythagoras, skilled in the Goetic laws,
Who courts by grave discourse human applause.

So great an impression it made upon those with whom he conversed 
that a young man being sharply reprehended by him immediately went and 
hanged himself; whereupon Pythagoras ever after forbore to reprove 
any person.

It is said that he used a spare diet; that he drank very little and lived 
so moderately that he was often content only with honey. By his moder­
ate diet he preserved his body in the same constant state; not sometimes 
sick, sometimes well, sometimes fat, sometimes lean. It appeared by 
his contenance that the same constancy was in his soul also. Pie was not 
subject to joy  or grief. No man ever saw him rejoice or mourn; neither 
did any ever see him alvum exonerantcm, coeuntem, or drunk. He re­
frained wholly from derision, assentation, scoffs and detractive speeches.
He never punished any in anger, neither servant nor free person. He 
was no less admired for his economy than philosophy.

A n d  w e w o u ld  a d d  w h a t F .  M a r io n  C r a w fo r d  s a y s : “ T h e r e fo r e ,  
th e  g o d -lik e  fig u re  o f  P y th a g o r a s  b e lo n g s  a m o n g  th e  R u le r s  o f  th e  
S o u th , as w ith  th e le g e n d s  o f  his m ira cle s  an d  the re a lity  o f  his w is ­
d o m , w ith  his p r o fo u n d  le a r n in g , his u n tir in g  a ctiv ity  a n d  his u n ­
s w e r v in g  b e lie f in  th e  so u l’s li fe  to  c o m e , w ith  his lo v e  o f  m a n  an d  
lo v e  o f  b e a u ty , his fa ith , his h o p e  a n d  his a lm o st C h ristia n  c h a rity , 
he re p re se n ted  in its best co n d itio n , th e h ig h e st ty p e  o f  th e  A r y a n  o r  
I n d o -G e r m a n ic  p e o p le .”

A n d  a g a in : “ T h e  fa c t  rem ain s th a t he liv e d  a n d  la b o re d , th a t he
d rea m ed  o f  a w o r ld  o f  b ro th erh o o d s in  w h ich  a ll g o o d  w a s to  b e  in  
c o m m o n  a n d  fr o m  w h ich  a ll ev il w as to  b e  e x c lu d e d , th a t w h en  he w as  
g o n e  he le f t  a p h ilo so p h y  b eh in d  h im  w ith o u t w h ich , as a  b e g in n in g , 
it w o u ld  h a v e  b een  h a rd  to  im a g in e  an  A r is t o t le , a  S o c ra te s  o r  a P la t o ,  
a n d  th a t b o th  to  his fe llo w  m e n  an d  to  th ose  th a t c a m e  a fte r  h im , his 
n a m e  m e a n t a ll th a t w as b e st, w h eth er p o ssib le  o r  u n a tta in a b le , in  th e  
s tr u g g le  o f  o n w a rd  c iv iliza tio n  a g a in st o u tw a rd  d a rk n e ss .”

(To be continued)



A D A Y  IN G A Y A

By Eleanor Maddock

Gaya is not alone a Buddhist Holy Place. The famous Vishnupada 
Temple in Gaya itself is one of the holiest of Hindu fanes, and many a 
mourner performs there his Shraddha for his beloved dead. The Buddhist 
heart, however, turns most fondly to Buddha-Gaya, a few miles off, where 
Gautama the Holy reached the final Illumination and from His seat 
beneath the Bodhi Tree arose victorious, the glorious Tathagata, the first 
of our humanity to flower into Buddhahood. While from His triumph 
here the place seems to belong specially to the faith which bears His name, 
yet is this spot a holy one in Hindu eyes as well. For here also, as in 
Gaya itself, is the Shraddha performed by pious Hindus, and none has done 
his full duty to his forbears who does not here remember them.

Annit Besant.

TH E R E  is n o t  in  th e w h ole  o f  In d ia —  
a n d  th a t is s a y in g  a  g r e a t  d ea l— a  

m o re  str a n g e  a n d  in te r e stin g  p la ce  
th a n  th e o ld  c ity  o f  G a y a , becau se o f  th e  
te m p le  o f  B u d d h a -G a y a  an d  th e g r e a t  
B o d h i T r e e  w h ich  sta n d s b y  it.

I t  is n o t  v is ite d  m u c h  b y  to u rists , p e r ­
h a p s fo r  th e re a so n  th a t on e  m u s t  lea v e  C a l ­
c u tta  in th e e v e n in g , tr a v e l a ll n ig h t , arrive  
at G a y a  in th e  m o r n in g  b e fo re  it is h a r d ly  
lig h t , a n d  is lu c k y  if  he can  g e t  a ticca-gharri 

at th e sta tio n  to  ta k e  h im  to  th e  d a k -b u n g a lo w . I f  so fo r tu n a te , th e  
khansama fu rn ish es chota liazri (a ssu r e d ly  a  “ sm a ll b r e a k fa s t” ) c o n ­
s istin g  o f  e g g s , b rea d  a n d  te a . T h e  te a  is h o t , th e  e g g s  are  g o o d , b u t  
o f  the b rea d  one n ev er sp ea k s.

I n  I n d ia  it is a lw a y s  b est to  g e t  an  e a r ly  s ta rt , a n d  so  th e  “ E y e  
o f  th e W o r l d ”  h ad  b a re ly  risen  ab ove  th e  tree  to p s  b e fo re  w e w ere  
on  ou r w a y  to  B u d d h a -G a y a  in  th e ticca-gliarri— a b o x e d -in  to p  on  
w h eels, sp r in g le ss  a n d  cu sh ion less. T h e  sides, h o w e v e r , w e re  g a u d ­
ily  d e c orated  w ith  g i lt  an d  cov ered  w ith  h ig h ly -c o lo r e d  p a in tin g s  o f  
fa t  ladies w ith  a b n o r m a lly  b ig  eyes, seated  on  lo tu s  p o n d s  a n d  p la y ­
in g  on  str in g e d  in stru m e n ts . T h e  ro a d  w as th ick  w ith  d u st a n d  fu ll  
o f  sto n es, or, to  be m o re  e x p lic it , b its o f  h a rd  su n -b a k e d  earth . B u t  
all th ese  d isc o m fo rts  c o u n t fo r  litt le  as one lo o k s o u t o v er  th e  ro c k y
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hills fa r  in to  the p la in s , te e m in g  w ith  association s o f  th e  B u d d h a , 
w h o  m u s t  h a v e  tr a v e le d  th is sa m e r o a d , s to p p in g , p e rh a p s , to  rest  
a n d  q u en ch  H i s  th irst at so m e  o f  th e m a n y  w e lls  a lo n g  th e  w a y .

A t  this tim e  o f  th e y e a r , D e c e m b e r , the r o a d  is th r o n g e d  w ith  
p ilg r im s fr o m  a ll p a rts  o f  In d ia , p a r tic u la r ly  B u r m a . W h o l e  fa m ilie s  
h a v e  been  w e ek s , in  som e cases m o n th s  on  the ro a d , tr a v e lin g  b y  d a y  
a n d  at n ig h t c a m p in g  a n y w h ere  b y  th e  road sid e . S o m e  o f  th e  v e r y  
p o o r , w h o  c a n n o t a ffo rd  a b u llo c k -c a r t or d o n k e y s , m u st p a tie n tly  
to il a lo n g  th e  d u s ty  ro a d  o n  fo o t , w o rn  an d  e m a ciated  fr o m  fa tig u e  
a n d  la c k  o f  fo o d .

B u t  the lo n g  an d  w e a ry  m a rch  ends a t la st a n d  w ith in  th e  m o n ­
a ste ry  th e p ilg r im s  are  g iv e n  w e lc o m e , fo r  p r e p a r a tio n s  fo r  th eir  
c o m in g  h a v e  b een  s te a d ily  g o in g  fo r w a r d , b u t w ith o u t a n y  a p p e a r ­
an ce  o f  h a ste  or c o n fu sio n . H u g e  c o p p e r  c a u ld ro n s , o v er  d ried  cow  
d u n g  fires, h o ld  c oo k ed  fo o d  o f  rice o r  dahl a n d  each d a y  at n o o n , 
a c c o rd in g  to  an cien t c u sto m , it is d istrib u ted  to  th e  p o o r  o f  th e  su r ­
ro u n d in g  c o u n try , th e  p ilg r im s  a lso  c o m in g  in fo r  a g o o d ly  share.

E u r o p e a n s , to o , are  w e lc o m e d  h ere  and u p o n  th is occasion  w e  
w e re  e n te rta in e d  o n  th e r o o f  b y  th e  h ig h  p riest, his fa c e  a n d  sh aven  
h ea d  o f  a rich w a ln u t t in g e  in c o n tra st to  his y e llo w  ro b e  m a k in g



A
 N

E
P

A
L

E
S

E
 P

R
IE

S
T

 
A

 P
IL

G
R

IM

Se
at

ed
 f

or
 m

ed
ita

tio
n 

bu
t 

at
tr

ac
te

d 
by

 t
he

 c
am

er
a.

 
, ,

H
,e 

t0
° 

c°
m,

es
 f

[o
m

 ^
eP

al
 i

n 
th

e 
fa

r 
no

rt
h-

 
N

ot
e

hi
s 

he
av

y 
cl

ot
h 

ro
be

 a
nd

 c
lu

m
sy

 f
oo

t 
ge

ar
.



a s tr ik in g  p ic tu re  as he sa t c r o s s -le g g e d  on  a lo w  sto n e  seat. M i lk ,  
fr u it  a n d  so m e  n a tiv e  sw e etm e a ts  w ere  b ro u g h t to  u s ;  m ea n w h ile , 
he ch a n ted  in S a n s k r it  som e p o rtio n  o f  th e Gita.

T w o  o ld  w o m e n  w ere  m a k in g  a d isc o rd a n t n o te  b y  sh r illy  sc o ld in g  
a g r o u p  o f  y o u n g  g ir ls  w h o  w ere  id lin g  an d  la u g h in g  a m o n g  th e m ­
selves b u t w h o  h a d  e v id e n tly  b een  set to  g r in d in g  certa in  b a rk s an d  
n u ts  f o r  m ed icin es. T h e s e  g a v e  o f f  a  p le a sa n t o d o r  a n d , to g e th e r  
w ith  th e  p r o fu s io n  o f  sw e e t-sc e n te d  flo w e rs, a n d  m e lte d  ghee (c la r i­
fied  b u tte r , u se d  fo r  a n o in tin g  in n u m e ra b le  litt le  sh rin es) s izz lin g  in  
th e  n o o n d a y  su n , p r o d u c e d  an  a tm o sp h e re  th a t m u s t  h a v e  e x te n d e d  
fa r  in to  su b tler  p la n e s .

F r o m  b e lo w  w a s h ea rd  th e  h u m  o f  voices a n d  th e  creak  o f  th e  w e ll  
ro p es w h ere  th e b u llo ck s w e re  d r a w in g  w a te r— a  so u n d  fa m ilia r  a ll 
o v e r  I n d ia  a n d  w h ich  on ce  h eard  is n ev er fo r g o tte n . G r o u p s  o f  
y e llo w  c la d  fig u re s , y o u n g  p riests , so m e  o f  th e m  m ere  y o u th s , w ere  
seen  g lid in g  s ile n tly  in  an d  o u t o f  d oors a n d  a lo n g  c o rrid o rs , s tu d y in g  
scro lls  o f  c lo se ly  w ritte n  m a n u sc r ip t. P e rc h e d  on  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  
p a r a p e t , o r  flu tte r in g  th eir  b rillia n t g r e e n  an d  w h ite  p lu m a g e  a m o n g  
th e  b ran ch es o f  th e trees, w ere  h u n d re d s o f  tin y  p a ro q u e ts  an d  lo v e  
b ird s. A n d  o v er  a ll th ere  h u n g  th e  sense o f  y e a r s  m e r g in g  in to  
cen tu ries , w h ere  c h a n g e  is re ck o n e d  n o t.

P r e s e n t ly  o u r  h o st s o ft ly  c losed  his b o o k  a n d  g r a c io u s ly  sign ified  
his w illin g n e ss  to  e x p o u n d  a  litt le , i f  w e  so w ish ed . A lt h o u g h  n o  
d o u b t a m a n  o f  d eep  le a r n in g , y e t  his k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  w o r ld  an d  o f  
h a p p e n in g s  a t th e p re se n t tim e  im p re sse d  one as so m ew h a t s in g u la r . 
H e  a llu d e d  to  th e  an cien t p r o p h e c y  o f  th e S a g e  M a r k a d a y a , an  
E n g lis h  tr a n s la tio n  o f  w h ich  is to  be fo u n d  in th e  Bliagavata Parana. 
T h is  has b een  fo r  cen tu ries, to  th e  H in d u s , th e “ h a n d w r itin g  o n  th e  
w a ll”  a n d , u n lik e  m o st H in d u  ru les a n d  p re c e p ts , is terse , c le a r -c u t  
a n d  a lto g e th e r  e x tr a o r d in a r y . S o m e  p o rtio n s  ru n  as fo llo w s :

The evil of the Kali Yuga will become more concentrated toward its 
close. Crime and lust will have extended to the remote parts of the earth. 
Wives will not please their husbands or husbands their wives. That 
which is laid down by the left hand, before the right can gather it up again 
a thief has stolen.

A n d  so  it con tin u e s, c u lm in a tin g  in th e c lo s in g  c h a p te r  w ith  p r o p h e ­
cies o f  d ire  an d  terrific  c a ta c ly sm s.

W e  lo o k e d  th r o u g h  th e g a r d e n  in  p a ss in g — a  g re e n  oasis b eh in d  
g r im  o ld  w a l ls ; th e  m a ize  or m a n g o  an d  p e e p u l trees a lm o st sm o th e re d  
in  th e e m b ra ce  o f  f r a g r a n t  w h ite  cree p e rs, the re so rt o f  b ird s a n d  g a y  
b u tte r flie s ; c a r e fu lly  p r u n e d  trees o f  th e  choicest a tta r  r o s e ; beds o f  
b la z in g  m a r ig o ld s  a lo n g  th e  ra ised  p a th s  b o rd e r in g  th e  irr ig a tio n  
d itc h e s ; a n d  e ve ry w h ere  th e sm ell o f  h o t earth  re c e n tly  w a te re d  fr o m  
th e  w e ll h id d e n  w ith in  a c lu m p  o f  m a n g o  trees. S le e p y  b u llo c k s  w ith  
h a lf-c lo s e d  eyes tu r n  th e  w o o d e n  w h eel a n d  s lo w ly  w a lk  th eir  sp a n



a s o k a ’s  r a i l i n g

King Asoka (about 250 B. C.) built a carved stone railing at Buddha- 
Gaya. It is now in ruins but is being restored.

o f  y e a rs  ro u n d  a n d  r o u n d ; oth ers c o m e , tr e a d in g  as cease lessly , an d  
a lw a y s  th ere is th e m u sic  o f  r u n n in g  w a te r , fo r  th e  w ell is n ever d r y . 
T h e  d ista n t b e a tin g  o f  to m -to m s  a n d  w eird  m o u r n fu l c h a n tin g  w ere  
h eard  as a little  p rocession  w o u n d  its w a y  th ro u g h  th e  c o u rty a rd  to  
th e b u r n in g -g r o u n d  b e y o n d , b e a r in g  u p o n  a  b a m b o o  charpoy th e  still 
fo r m  o f  an  a g e d  p ilg r im  w r a p p e d  in a coarse w h ite  c lo th . T w o  r a g g e d  
m u sic ian s w ere j u s t  e n te rin g , w ith  n a tiv e  in stru m e n ts  h u g g e d  t ig h t ly  
u n d e r  th eir  a rm s, th eir  w a te r  lotas a n d  fo o d  b o w ls  d r y  a n d  e m p ty , 
th eir  fa c es  p in ch ed  w ith  h u n g e r . A  fr ie n d ly  n o d  in  p a ss in g  w as  
e n o u g h , fo r  to  th ese— a p a r t  fr o m  a fe w  an n as— the j o y  o f  liv in g  
w as baja banow (m a k in g  m u s ic ) .

A c r o s s  the ro a d  fr o m  th e m o n a ste r y , th e ra th e r  steep  p a th  w hich  
su d d e n ly  d ip s d o w n w a rd  to  th e  te m p le  is stre w n  w ith  b ro k e n  bits  
o f  sto n e  c a r v in g , sy m b o ls  a n d  g e o m e tr ic a l fig u re s , an d  th ere is a  c on ­
sid erab le  a m o u n t o f  th e e x c e e d in g ly  fine r a ilin g  b u ilt b y  K i n g  A s o k a .  
B u t  w a tc h fu l eyes are eve ry w h ere  an d  one c a n n o t a p p r o p r ia te  to  
h im se lf  even  a t in y  fr a g m e n t  as a so u v e n ir , fo r  ju s t  n o w  m o re  o r  
less sy ste m a tic  a tte m p ts  at re sto ra tio n  are g o in g  on  an d  these p reciou s



b its are b e in g  c a r e fu lly  g a th e r e d  u p  in to  h e a p s. T h e r e  are a rm s, 
le g s , a n d  d e c a p ita te d  heads o f  g o d s  th a t lie w ith  th eir  ston e  fa ces  
p a th e tic a lly  u p tu rn e d  to w a rd s  th eir  r ig id  bodies fix e d  on  th e  d izzy  
h eig h ts  o f  th e te m p le  w a lls , p a tie n tly  a w a itin g  th eir  secon d  e x a lta tio n . 
A n d ,  m u s in g  o v er  these h e a p s o f  b ro k en  fr a g m e n ts , one c a n n o t h e lp  
sin cerely  h o p in g  th a t, fo r  th e  e n lig h te n m e n t o f  th e  c o m in g  g e n e r a ­
tio n  at le a st , th e y  m a y  fin d  th eir o w n  a g a in ; c e rta in ly  th e h ead  o f  the  
m o n k e y  g o d  H a n u m a n  w o u ld  ill b eco m e th e  b o d y  o f  th e  g r e a t  V is h n u .

T h e  o rig in a l te m p le  o f  B u d d h a -G a y a  is o f  as g r e a t  a n tiq u ity  as 
5 4 3  B .  C . I t  is an  im p o s in g  s tru c tu re , on e  h u n d re d  e ig h ty  fe e t  h igh . 
F a c in g  th e  east is the e n tra n ce  d o o r w a y  a n d  h ig h  u p  a  tr ia n g u la r  
o p e n in g  p e rm its  th e r is in g  su n  to  fa ll  u p o n  th e co lo ssa l fig u r e  o f  the  
B u d d h a  w ith in  th e shrine. D ir e c t ly  b eh in d  is th e  sacred  B o d h i  
T r e e , an  o ffsh o o t a c tu a lly  g r o w n  fr o m  th e  ro o ts  o f  the o r ig in a l tree  
u n d e r  w h ich  th e L o r d  G a u ta m a  sat w h en  H e  ach ieved  B u d d h a h o o d . 
T h a t  th is is a  fa c t  th ere is n o  reason  to  d o u b t, as c a r e fu lly  n u rtu re d  
trees o f  this species c o n sta n tly  re n e w  th eir  y o u th  in  th is m a n n e r . 
A n d  th ere it s ta n d s , s tre tc h in g  o u t its sh e lte rin g  b ran ch es as th o u g h  
in b le ss in g  o v er  a ll th a t pass th a t w a y . T h e r e  is so m e th in g  a b o u t this  
m o s t h o ly  sp o t th a t seem s to  c o m p e l o n e , o n  le a v in g , to  fa c e  ab ou t  
a n d  lo o k  b a c k  a n d  th ere  is p e rh a p s a sh a d o w  o f  lo n g in g  to  possess  
th e  s im p le  fa ith  o f  the y o u n g  B u r m e s e  g ir l  w h o  p la c e d  h er o ffe r in g  
o f  fr u it  a n d  fo o d  on  c le a n  g r e e n  leaves o n  th e p la t fo r m  u n d e r  th e  
tree , k n e e lin g  b e fo r e  it w ith  c la sp ed  h a n d s a n d  r a p t  u p tu r n e d  fa c e , 
h er lip s  m o v in g  in  p ra y e r . S o m e  p ictu res re g iste r  w ith o u t th e  aid  
o f  a c a m e ra , a n d  th is w as on e .

B a c k  a g a in  at th e d a k -b u n g a lo w , tiffin  w as r e a d y , c o n sistin g  o f  
chick en  a n d  p o ta to e s , w e ll k n o w n  in  I n d ia  as spatch cock. F r o m  the  
firm n ess o f  its c o n stru c tio n  a n d  th e  a p o lo g e tic  m a n n e r  w ith  w hich  
th e  khansama p la c e d  it on  th e  ta b le , I  s tr o n g ly  su sp ec te d  h im  o f  
h a v in g  sla in  th e  fo w l th a t la id  th e  e g g  fo r  ou r b r e a k fa st th a t m o r n in g . 
T h e  gharri w ith  fre sh  horses w a s p u n c tu a l, d a sh in g  w ith  g r e a t  n oise  
a n d  flou rish  u p  to  th e  v e r a n d a , as th e n a tiv e  gharri-wan, o r  c o a ch m a n , 
is fo n d  o f  d o in g , g iv in g  u s b a re ly  tim e  to  c lim b  in  b e fo r e  c la t ­
te r in g  o u t o f  th e  c o m p o u n d  on  o u r  w a y  to  “ d o ”  th e  o ld  city’-.

G a y a  is a  c ity  o f  f i f t y  th o u sa n d  in h a b ita n ts  a n d , b u ilt  on  th e  to p  
o f  an  a lm o st inaccessib le  r id g e , its e x tr e m e ly  n a r ro w  streets are diffi­
c u lt to  tr a v e l e x c e p t on  fo o t . L e a v in g  th e  gharri b e lo w , w ith  a g u id e  
w e  b e g a n  th e  a scen t to w a r d  th e  te m p le  o f  Bishn Pad ( fo o ts t e p  o f  
V i s h n u ) .  T h e  “ fo o ts t e p ”  its e lf , th irteen  inches lo n g  b y  six  in  w id th , 
o f  silver a n d  en clo sed  in  a sh a llo w  vessel a lso  o f  s ilv er  a n d  fo u r  fe e t  
in d ia m eter , is in serted  in to  th e  ston e  p a v e m e n t. A  fre sh  o ffe r in g  
o f  m e lte d  ghee h a d  ju s t  b een  p o u re d  o v e r  it a n d  w ith in  th e  dim  
in terior c o u ld  be seen  som e d evotees b u sily  a r r a n g in g  flo w e rs and  
o th er o ffe r in g s  a b o u t th e  e d g e . T h e  a ctu a l fo o tp r in ts  w e re  n o t  in -
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te n d ed  to  be v isib le  fr o m  th e  en tra n c e , w h ere E u r o p e a n s  are a llow ed  
to  s ta n d  fo r  a  m o m e n t b u t on  n o  a cc o u n t to  en ter.

I n  th e  qu eer c ro o k ed  streets  o f  th e  b a za a r  m a n y  k in d s o f  n a tive  
in d u stries  w ere  b e in g  carried  o n , as th e  w e a v in g  o f  silk  a n d  c o tto n  
fa b r ic s . T h e r e  w ere  b e a u tifu l b rass a n d  silver u ten sils , braziers fo r  
in cen se , te m p le  la m p s , g o ld  a n d  silver o rn a m e n ts , a n d  q u an tities  o f  
tu lsi ro sa rie s , beads m a d e  fr o m  th e  sa cred  tu lsi p la n t— a lw a y s  fr o m  
a d e a d  b ra n ch , fo r  th e y  n ever b reak  a liv e  tw ig  n o r  in ju r e  th e  tree  in  
a n y  w a y . I n  a ll th e  b azaars it seem ed  th a t n o th in g  c a lc u la te d  to  
catch  th e  e y e  o f  E u r o p e a n s  w a s d isp la y e d  (a s  in  m o s t  o f  th e  b azaars  
o f  I n d ia )  fo r  fe w  v isit th e c ity  a n d , u n lik e  B u d d h a -G a y a , th eir p r e s ­
ence is n o t e n c o u ra g e d .

A g a i n  a sc e n d in g  severa l flig h ts  o f  sto n e  ste p s , w o rn  sm o o th  b y  
c ou n tless  fe e t , on e  en tered  th e  c o u r ty a r d  (s tr e w n  w ith  m u c h  u n tid y  
lit te r )  o f  a n oth er p o rtio n  o f  th e B ish n  P a d . E v e r y  k n o w n  creatu re  
b e lo n g in g  to  th e fo u r  e lem en ts has fo u n d  a p la c e  in  this re m a rk a b le  
stru c tu re  a n d  a ll are  m o s t  b e a u tifu lly  c a rv e d , th o u g h  o f  cou rse  m u ch  
d e fa c e d  b y  tim e . H e r e  also is a  shrine v isib le  a t th e  e n d  o f  a  lo n g  
c o rrid o r , w h ere  a lig h te d  charag, or s w in g in g  la m p , h a n g s su sp en d e d  
o v er  a  lingum s ix  fe e t  in h e ig h t , r is in g  o u t o f  certa in  secret sy m b o ls  
a b o u t its base . I t  is s a fe  to  sa y  th a t th e  o n ly  rea so n  th e p riests  a llow  
E u r o p e a n s  to  even  lo o k  u p o n  these sy m b o ls  is becau se  th e y  im a g in e  
th a t  th e y  are  n o t u n d e rsto o d  a n d , in  th is case , o n ly  an  a d v a n c e d  
o cc u ltist c o u ld  u n d e rsta n d . E n o r m o u s  w h ite  b u lls , b ed eck ed  w ith  
g a r la n d s , w a lk e d  le isu re ly  in  a n d  o u t o f  n a rro w  p a ssa g e s  w h ere it 
w a s o fte n  n e cessa ry  to  fla tten  o n e se lf a g a in st th e  w a ll to  a llo w  th em  
to  p a s s ; h o w ev er, th e y  seem ed  g e n tle  e n o u g h  a n d  w e n t lu m b e r in g  u p  
a n d  d o w n  th e  lo n g  flig h ts  o f  ste p s  w ith  p e r fe c t  ease.

T h e  w h o le  p la c e  h a d  a p e c u lia r ly  p u n g e n t  a tm o sp h e re  o f  d ead  
flo w e rs , in cen se , ghee a n d  filth , q u ite  d iffe re n t fr o m  th e  w h ole so m e  
c o o k in g  fire an d  fre sh  flow ers o f  B u d d h a -G a y a . A  v a g u e  sense o f  
u n easin ess w a s a cco u n ted  fo r  b y  th e  ab sen ce  o f  th e  g u id e — an  u n ­
u su a l th in g , as he h a d  b een  e n g a g e d  fo r  th e a fte rn o o n  a n d  so m e m o n e y  
w as a lre a d y  d u e  h im . A ls o ,  th e p riests  g a th e re d  ro u n d  u s , r e g a r d in g  
us c u rio u sly . T h e n , w ith o u t w a itin g  fo r  th e  u su a l g i f t  o f  m o n e y  
to  b e  o ffe r e d , a y o u n g  p riest ra th e r  in so le n tly  d e m a n d e d  fo u r  ru p e es, 
th en  a n o th e r , a n d  still a n oth er. C le a r ly  it w as tim e  to  be le a v in g , 
a n d  th en  b e g a n  such a d o u b lin g  an d  tw is t in g  a n d  w a n d e r in g  th a t  
th ere  w a s n o  k e e p in g  to  east o r  w e st, fo r  h a lf  th e tim e  one c o id d  n o t  
see th e  sun  at a ll. T h e r e  seem ed to  be n o  e x it  to  a n y  street o r  p a ssa g e  
a n d , in  fa c t , a lth o u g h  w e  d id  n o t k n o w  it th en , th ere  w ere  o n ly  tw o  
e x its  fr o m  th e  c ity  a n d  one m ig h t  w a n d e r  fo r  d a y s  an d  n e v e r  fin d  
th e m . S tre e ts  ran  a lo n g  o v er  h o u se to p s , e n d in g  in flig h ts  o f  ste p s—  
a lw a y s  ste p s— le a d in g  d o w n  in to  a p p a llin g ly  d a rk  a n d  v ile  re e k in g  
p a ssa g e s  o n ly  to  en d  at a  w a ll, o r  e lse  in  a n o th er tu r n in g  e q u a lly
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A B A TH IN G  PLA C E

Beside every river in India are bathing places and they are never empty.

p u z z lin g . C o m in g  to  a  c o u rt or m a r k e t -p la c e , w e e n q u ired  o f  an  
a sh -b e sm e a re d  ascetic , w h o seem ed  to  p ossess a  ra th er g o o d  fa c e , th e  
sh o rtest w a y  o u t. H e  s im p ly  p o in te d  o v e r  ou r head s to  an  e n o rm o u s  
d o m e d  stru c tu re  on  th e e d g e  o f  th e  r iv e r , w hich  h a d  been  u sed  y ea rs  
p r e v io u s ly  b y  r o y a lty  as a b a th in g -g h a t  a n d  in itse lf  w as w e ll w o rth  
lo o k in g  o v er  u n d e r  o rd in a ry  con d itio n s.

B y  this tim e  w e w ere  b e in g  fo llo w e d  b y  a  sh o u tin g  m o b  o f  b e g g a r s  
d e m a n d in g  m o n e y , b u t c o m p ly in g  w ith  th eir d em a n d s se rv ed  o n ly  
to  raise p a n d e m o n iu m . A t  th e tu r n in g  le a d in g  u p  to  th e  terrace  
o v er  the g h a t  th ey  seem ed  su d d e n ly  to  fa d e  a w a y , an d  a n a tiv e  w ho  
h a d  j u s t  com e o u t o f  his b a th  to ld  u s to  fo llo w  th e  p a th  a lo n g  th e  
w a te r ’s e d g e  b a c k  to  th e  m a r k e t-p la c e , w h ere  so m e  one w o u ld  sh ow  
us th e  w a y  o u t. W e  w ere  n o t  lo n g  in d o u b t as to  th e  re a so n  fo r  o u r  
b e in g  le f t  a lo n e  at th e g h a t . T h e  m o b  h ad  sa v ed  th em se lv e s  th e  
tro u b le  o f  a sc e n d in g  a n d  d e sc e n d in g  th e lo n g  flig h t o f  step s an d  w ere  
ly in g  in w a it at th e m a r k e t-p la c e , k n o w in g  th a t w e c ou ld  n o t  escap e  
b y  sw im m in g  th e G a n g e s ; th e y  m e t  u s w ith  h ow ls o f  derision  an d  th ere  
w a s n o th in g  fo r  it b u t to  k e e p  m o v in g .

O u t  o f  e v e ry  p a ssa g e  a n d  tu r n in g  le a p e d  m o st lo a th so m e  creatu res, 
in h u m a n  in sh ap e , sh riek in g , y e ll in g  a n d  th r u stin g  d iseased  arm s  
a n d  h an d s in o u r  v e r y  fa c e s ; c rip p le s  c ro u c h in g  on  th e  g r o u n d , w ith  
b lo ck s o f  w o o d  tied  to  th eir h a n d s a n d  k n e e s ; o th ers, th eir  fo rm s  
b e n t a n d  tw iste d , u sed  a lo n g  stick  w ith  w hich th e y  to o k  f ly in g  le a p s , 
th u s k e e p in g  p ace  w ith  th e sw ifte st . F o r e m o s t  o f  all w as the fr ie n d ly



a sh -b e sm e a re d  ascetic , h o ld in g  o u t his b e g g in g -b o w l, m ea n w h ile  le a p ­
in g , f ig h t in g  an d  k ic k in g . H a d  the s itu a tio n  been  less stren u o u s, th e  
an tics o f  a f r ig h t fu l  o ld  h a g , w ith  a  m o p  o f  g r iz z le d  h air a n d  sc a n ty  
sari, m ig h t  h ave  been  fu n n y . S h e  k e p t  r u n n in g  ju s t  in  fr o n t  o f  th e  
oth ers a n d  e x e c u tin g  a  so rt o f  h id eou s fre n z ie d  n a u tc h , c ra c k in g  h er  
k n u c k le s , w h ir lin g  a n d  tw is t in g  or, w ith  sk in n y  arm s a lo ft , p la y in g  
u p o n  so m e im a g in a r y  in stru m e n t.

T h e  streets o n  e v e ry  side , as fa r  b a c k  as on e  c o u ld  see, w e re  sw a rm ­
in g  w ith  th e h o w lin g , sh riek in g  m a ss  a n d  th ere  w a s a lso  a  g r o w in g  
a tte m p t to  g e t  in  fr o n t  a n d  su rro u n d  u s. F in a l ly  a ta ll y o u n g  n a tiv e  
o f  a  fine ty p e , a  h ill m a n , ju d g in g  fr o m  his a p p e a ra n c e , b o ld ly  
sh o u ld e red  his w a y  in  a n d  b e ck o n e d  u s to  fo llo w . I t  w o u ld  h ave  
b een  difficu lt to  k e e p  p a c e  w ith  his s w ift , e a sy  str id e  h a d  he n o t  
p a u se d  at in terva ls  to  b e ck o n  us o n  e n c o u r a g in g ly . A  v e r y  fe w  
tu rn in g s  b r o u g h t us to  an  e x it  b u t  n o t the one b y  w h ich  w e  h a d  
e n te re d , so ou r w a n d e r in g s  h ad  c o v e re d  th e  en tire  le n g th  o f  th e  
c ity . T h e  m o b  k e p t  c lose  a t o u r  h eels, even  w h en  o u tsid e  its w a lls , 
p r o b a b ly  u n d e r  th e  im p re ssio n  th a t th ere  w o u ld  be n o  c o n v ey a n c e  
w h e re b y  w e cou ld  e s c a p e ; b y  rare  g o o d  lu c k  th ere  w a s . A  w e ll-to -d o  
n a tiv e  m erch a n t w as r e tu r n in g  to  th e  c ity  an d  h ad  ju s t  v a c a te d  a  
h ired  veh icle  in to  w h ich  w e d ash ed , o u r  g u id e  s p e a k in g  h u rr ie d ly  to  
th e d river. W h e n  the w retch es sa w  us a c tu a lly  g e t t in g  a w a y  th e y  
c h a n g e d  th eir y e lls  o f  “ irice do, pice do"  (g iv e  m o n e y , g iv e  m o n e y )  
in to  fierce curses a n d  b e g a n  to  th ro w  ston es an d  stick s, c a tch in g  h o ld  
o f  th e  w h eels to  sto p  th e m  an d  o n ly  le t t in g  g o  w h en  b e a te n  o ff  b y  
th e  d rive r . O u r  escap e  w a s n on e  to o  so o n , as th e  shad es o f  n ig h t  
w e re  s w ift ly  a p p r o a c h in g  a n d  d a rk n ess in  th a t a w fu l c ity  o f  fa n a tic s  
is u n th in k a b le .

I t  has n o t b een  m y  in te n tio n  to  ta k e  sp a ce  here  s im p ly  to  re c o rd  
a p e rso n a l a d v e n tu re , b u t  ra th er to  show  th a t th ere are p laces in  
In d ia  w h ere E u r o p e a n s  sh ou ld  n o t v e n tu re  u n less  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  
a tr u stw o r th y  g u id e . A l s o ,  th e y  w ill be w iser i f  th e y  lea v e  th eir  
c a m e ra s  a t h o m e.

“ In  this coming year I  mil dwell in the sanctuary of love; I  will 
not offend against the law of love.

I  will remember that I  have not to ask love, but to give love; that 
I  have to give of my very self to the world.

I  will molest none; I  will forgive all. In return, I  demand that the 
spirit to be born in me this month shall be beloved of the brotherhood 
of souls and shall be recognized as a soul of love”



THE A W A K E N IN G  OF NARCISSUS

By J. B. Lindon

B e s id e  a p a th  w h ich  w in d s u p o n  a  h ill in  T h e s b ia  
L in g e r s  a n  an cien t shrine, b ro k e n  a n d  d eso la te .

S a n c tu a r y  a n d  tu m b le d  w a ll  
L it t e r  the g r o u n d  w ith  fr a g m e n ts  o f  ca rv e d  ston e,

W h e r e  p o rch  a n d  c o lu m n  ta ll ,
I n  D o r ic  sisterh oo d , once lifte d  
R o o f , fr ie ze  an d  a m p h istro n e  
A b o v e  an  a lta r , sa cred  to  D ia n .

D e a d  lea v e s , d r ifte d
B y  re m e m b e rin g  w in d s , are  o ffe r in g s  a p t  
U p o n  her s te p s , w o rn  a n d  lic h e n -w ra p p e d ,
W h e r e o n  sh y  liza rd s , liv erie d  in  g re en ,

S ile n t , a tte n tiv e , fleet,
M in is te r  to  th e w o o d la n d  q u een ,
B e fo r e  w h ose  fa c e  u n seen ,
I n  te rp sich orea n  tra n ce ,
T h e  airs q u ive r  a n d  dan ce  
T o  the m u sic  o f  th e  su n ,
W h i le  to  h er ru in ed  th ro n e
T h e  ch o ra l bees a so le m n  c h a n t en ton e .
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H e r e ,  in th e  a d y tu m , an  o ld  m a n  rested ,
W h it e -h a ir e d  an d  w r in k le d ; p erch a n ce  so m e P r ie s t  fo r g o t  

B y  D e a t h ’s q u iet re a p ers in th e fie ld s o f  T im e ,
O r  else a S p ir it  o f  th e  w ild s , o r  S a g e  w h ose  lo t  

’ T  w as to  serve  oracles.
A n d ,  as ch an ce  straw s  

U p o n  th e str e a m  o f  li fe  m e e t a n d  o b e y ,
I n  s y m p a th y , th e c a ll w h ich  d raw s  

E a c h  to  the o th er , I  le f t  the m o d e rn  d a y  
W h ic h  g la r e d  u p o n  th e  p a th , a n d  p a ssed  

T o  w h ere  th e  o ld  m a n  sat w ith in  th e  shade  
O f  cen tu ries d ead .

O u r  g r e e tin g s  p a st
W e  to u ch ed  n o t  on  th e  p re se n t, b u t essay ed  

T o  live in  re co lle ctio n . N o r  w o u ld  he sp e a k  
O f  u p s ta r t  races, H u n  an d  S la v  an d  T u r k ,



B u t  le d  o u r  d iscou rse  b a c k  to  d a y s  w h en  G r e e k  
W a s  s u n g  to  D ia n , a n d  P a n  did  lu r k

A m o n g  th e reed s. W e  sp o k e  o f  H e s io d  
A n d  his p a g e a n tr y  o f  g o d s ; o f  quests

O d y s s e a n ; o f  th e e m b a ttle d  ra n k s w h ich  tro d  
B e fo r e  th e g a te s  o f  T r o y ;  o f  P lu t o ’s g u e s ts ;

O f  E n a , b r in g in g  fr o m  th e  u n d e rw o rld  
H e r  g i f t ,  each  s p r in g tim e , o f  th e fa ir y  flow ers  

W h ic h  w in ter h id e s ; o f  D a n a e ’s g o ld e n  s h o w e r s ;
A n d  th a t s tr a n g e  fa b le  o f  N a r c issu s ,

S o  r a p t  in  lo v e  o f  his o w n  b e a u ty  
T h a t  lo v e  o f  oth ers a n d  l i f e ’s d u ty  

W e r e  a ll fo r g o t  a n d , a t a lo o k ,
H e  s p r a n g  to  his o w n  im a g e  in th e  b ro o k .

^ ^ ^ *■

“ S o  ru n s the ta le ,”  m y  fr ie n d  asserted ,
“ B u t  ta les  do o ftt im e s  m iss  th e  sense, or fe in t

A t  fa c ts , m is le a d in g  m a n , a n d  T r u t h  p e rv e rte d  
L e a v e s  his ju d g m e n t  fa lse .

’T  w a s H e a v e n  
T h a t  g a v e  th e  lig h t  o f  d a y , in  b en ison ,

T o  b lin d  N a r c is s u s . N o t  d ea th , b u t  life ,
T h a t  c a m e  w h en , p r o n e  besid e  tb e  b ro o k ,

H e  g a z e d  in to  its m irro r  a n d , a t a  lo o k ,
L e a r n t  o f  th e  in n er s tr i fe .”

“ I s  it n o t s o ,”  I  ask ed ,
“ T h a t  his o w n  v isio n , o fte n  to ld  in  so n g ,

W a s  g ra c io u s  in  its fe a tu r e s ? ”
“ S o n , th e y  h ave  to ld  th ee  w r o n g .

G ra c io u s  it w as in  te a c h in g , fo r  I  k n o w —
K n o w  in  m y s e lf  an d  sou l— fo r  I  w a s he,

T h e  fa ir  N a r c issu s , son o f  C e p h issu s  an d  L ir io p e ,
F o r e m o s t  in  T h e sb ia n  g ra ce .

jl* vl/-51? Vf.

“ Y e t  n o t m y  fa ce  
I t  w as w h ich  th en  I  saw  reflected .

B o r n e  on  th e  m o v in g  strea m
B e n e a th  m y  w a n d e r in g  e ye s, r

B u t ,  to  m y  s o u l’s su rp rise ,
T h e  sequ en ce o f  th e lives th a t I  h a d  liv e d ;

L iv e s  filled  w ith  p o w e rs  n e g le c te d ; *-
M a n y  an d  base a n d  lo v e le s s ; s tre tc h in g  fa r  

I n t o  th e ages g o n e . E a c h  one d id  p ass  
B e fo r e  m e  s lo w  a n d  c le a r , d istin ct



L ik e  p r o file d  cam eo  s ta n d in g  w h ite  
A g a in s t  its g r o u n d  o f  b lu e , in stin ct  

W i t h  th e feeb len ess a n d  m ig h t  
O f  d a y s  am iss a n d  a rig h t.

A n d ,  in  th a t sm o oth  m o v in g  g la ss
O f  T r u t h , ’t  w as sh ow n  h o w  p o o r  a  th in g  

N a r c is s u s  w a s ; h ow  g ra ce le ss , fa ls e  in r in g ,
H o w  m o st u n fa ir  his sou l seem ed  in  th e strea m  

O f  life . A n d  fr o m  th e  d rea m  
O f  th a t p r e se n t , fr a u g h t  w ith  its p a st ,

I  le a r n t th e a im  o f  life , an d  th a t a t la st  
N a r c issu s  sh ou ld  be fa ir . S o  d r ifte d

B y  m e  o n  th e  w a te r  the sh ad ow s a n d  th e  lig h t, 
A n d  fr o m  m y  d a rk en ed  sig h t

T h e  veil w as lifte d .

“ I  w a n d e re d  f a r ;
D i d  such g o o d  offices to  G o d  a n d  m en  

A s  cam e w ith in  m y  p o w e r.
L iv e d , d ied , a n d  live , fu lf i llin g  Iv a r m a ’s d o w e r, 

A n d  soon  sh all die a g a in ; a n d  th en  
L iv e  to  live  b etter— in la n d s a p a r t  an d  tim e  

U n m e a s u r e d — ere I  shall c lim b
U n t o  th a t p e r fe c t  d u ty , 
A n d  u tm o s t  b e a u ty ,

W h ic h  is th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  lo v e  w hich  ta u g h t  
N a r c issu s  th a t all else w ere  n a u g h t .”

Absolutely you need not worry; you can stop it if you will. “ Oh,”  you say, 
“ I cannot, because it is suggesting itself to me again and again.”  But what is 
suggesting it? Your own mental body, and it is your business to control your mental 
body. You should take hold of it and say: “ I will not worry.” Bemember that
your mental body is an elemental on the downward arc and it is immensely enjoying 
the worry, and because of that will keep it up. It does not in the very least care 
whether it wears you to shreds. In fact, it does not know anything about you. The 
life in your mental body is having a very good time while you worry. But I abso­
lutely decline to have my evolution checked because my mental body enjoys worry. 
I f  you take that stand, then the matter which enjoys worry will have to leave your 
body and go to somebody else. It will get on better and so will you. Your actual 
duty toward it is to cast it out, because you are in a position to afford evolution to 
the life in higher types of matter, of astral matter which cannot obtain scope for 
its development in people who do not think of the higher things. This higher mat­
ter is crying out for manifestation and, instead, you are giving the chance for evo­
lution to a lot of lower stuff which may as well be evolving in the coolie. C. W. L.



H ER ED ITY

B y F. E . Titus

Without a continuity in the physical plasm, there would be no means for 
the evolution of physical peculiarities; without the continuity of the intelli­
gence, there would be no means for the evolution of mental and moral 
qualities. In both cases, without continuity, evolution would be stopped 
at its first stage, and the world would be a chaos of infinite and isolated 
beginnings instead of a cosmos continually becoming. Annie Besant.

H E  la w  o f  h e re d ity  sh ou ld  be fu lly  re c o g n ize d . I t s  
im p o rta n c e  sh o u ld  be neith er m in im ize d  n o r  e x a g ­
g e r a te d .

T h e  fo r m e r  id ea  w as th a t h e re d ity  w a s th e  sou rce  
th r o u g h  w h ich  each h u m a n  b e in g  g a in e d  a ll his m e n ­
ta l a n d  m o r a l ch aracteristics a n d  a lso  his p h y sica l  
p ecu lia rities . R e c e n t  w riters  o n  th a t s u b je c t  h ave  

sh ow n , h o w e v e r , th a t th e fo r m e r  p o sitio n  m u s t  be v e r y  m u c h  m o d i­
fied . W e  are n o w  to ld  th a t d iseases are n o t h e re d ita ry . A l l  th a t is 
tr a n sm itte d  fr o m  p a re n t to  child  is a certa in  te n d e n c y  o f  m a tte r  
w hich ren d ers th e  p h y sic a l b o d y  m o re  su sc e p tib le  to  c erta in  classes  
o f  disease, th e d isease itse lf  n o t b e in g  tr a n sm itte d .

T h e  p r o p e r  sp h ere  o f  in flu en ce  o f  h ered ity  is fo u n d  in  th a t b y  this  
m ea n s is p ro v id e d  a  g r a d e  a n d  fo r m  o f  m a tte r  w h ich  w ill d eterm in e  
w h eth er th e  b o d y  w ill resist the o n s la u g h t o f  d isease g e r m s . I f  th e  
a tta c k  is m a d e  u p o n  a  b o d y  in  w h ich  th ere is n o  sy m p a th e tic  re sp o n se , 
n o  w e a k  a n d  im p e r fe c t ly  d e v e lo p e d  cells th ro u g h  w h ich  e n tra n ce  can  
be m a d e , th e a ssa u lt o f  d isease is ren d ered  fu tile . B u t , o n  th e o th er  
h a n d , i f  th ere is m a ln u tr itio n , d e fe ctiv e  c o n fo r m a tio n , or la c k  o f  du e  
p r o p o r tio n  in  th e  e lem en ts o f  th e b o d y , th en  th e d e fe n siv e  p o w e rs  are  
w e a k e n e d  an d  disease g e r m s  fin d  e n tran ce  a n d  m u lt ip ly .

N o r  do the la te st  in v e stig a tio n s  b ea r o u t th e th e o r y  o f  an  h e re d ita ry  
tra n sm issio n  o f  m e n ta l a n d  m o r a l p ecu lia rities . T h e  in d iv id u a l c a n ­
n o t esca p e  re sp o n sib ility  fo r  eith er his fit o f  irr ita b ility  o r  a tta c k  o f  
th e  g o u t  b y  la y in g  it u p o n  th e  sh ou ld ers o f  his an cestors . T h a t  w as  
once a  v e r y  c o n v en ien t m e th o d  o f  a c c o u n tin g  fo r  o u r  sh o rtc o m in g s  
an d , i f  tru e , w o u ld  e n title  th e  e v il-d o e r  to  s y m p a th y  ra th e r  th a n  c e n ­
sure. M r .  G a lt o n , an  a d v o c a te  o f  the d o ctrin e  o f  h e re d ity , is c o m ­
p e lle d  to  a d m it : “ I t  is th e re fo re  e x tr e m e ly  d ifficu lt to  see h o w  ac­
q u ired  fa c u ltie s  c an  be in h erited  b y  the c h ild re n .”  . . . .  “ I t  
a p p e a rs  th ere  is n o  d irect h e re d ita ry  re la tio n  b e tw e e n  th e  p e rso n a l

t



p a re n ts  a n d  th e  p e rso n a l ch ild , e x c e p t p e rh a p s th r o u g h  litt le -k n o w n  
ch an n els o f  se c o n d a ry  im p o rta n c e , b u t th a t the m a in  lin e  o f  h e re d ita ry  
c o n n e ctio n  u n ites th e  sets o f  e lem en ts o u t o f  w h ich  th e  p e rso n a l  
p a re n ts  h a d  been  e v o lv e d  w ith  th e  set o u t o f  w h ich  th e  p e rso n a l child  
w a s e v o lv e d .”  . . . “ T h e  to ta l h e rita g e  o f  each m a n  m u st in ­
c lu d e  a  g r e a te r  v a r ie ty  o f  m a te ria l th a n  w as u tilized  in  fo r m in g  his  
p e rso n al s tr u c tu r e .”  (Natural Inheritance, p a g e  1 6 .)

M r .  G a lt o n  is re c o g n iz e d  as one o f  th e le a d in g  E n g lis h  auth orities  
u p o n  th e s u b je c t  o f  h e re d ity . T h e  a b o v e  ad m ission s m a d e  b y  h im  
are en d o rsed  b y  W e is m a n n , th e  w e ll-k n o w n  G e r m a n  w riter , w h o  
s a y s : “ H e n c e  it fo llo w s  th a t th e  tra n sm issio n  o f  a cq u ire d  ch aracters  
is an  im p o ssib ility , fo r  i f  th e g e r m -p la s m  is n o t fo r m e d  a n ew  in each  
in d iv id u a l b u t is d e riv e d  fr o m  th a t w h ich  p rec ed ed  it, its stru ctu re , 
a n d  a b ove  a ll its m o le c u la r  co n stitu tio n , c a n n o t d e p e n d  u p o n  th e  
in d iv id u a l in  w h ich  it h a p p e n s  to  occu r , b u t such an  in d iv id u a l o n ly  
fo r m s , as it w e re , th e  n u tr itiv e  soil a t th e e x p e n se  o f  w h ich  g e r m -  
p la sm  g r o w s , w h ile  th e  la tte r  p ossesses its ch aracteristic  stru ctu re  
fr o m  th e  b e g in n in g  . . . o n ly  th ose  ch aracters can  be tr a n s m it­
te d  th ro u g h  su ccessive  g en e ra tio n s  w h ich  h a v e  b een  p r e v io u s ly  in ­
h erited . . . .  I t  a lso  fo llo w s  th a t th ose  o th er ch aracters w hich  
h a v e  b e en  a cq u ire d  b y  th e  in flu en ce  o f  sp ecia l e x te r n a l c o n d itio n s, 
d u r in g  th e life tim e  o f  th e p a r e n t , c a n n o t be tr a n sm itte d  at a ll.

“ T h e  o p p o s ite  v ie w  h as, u p  to  th e p re se n t tim e , b een  m a in ta in ed  
a n d  it has b een  a ssu m e d , as a m a tte r  o f  cou rse , th a t a cq u ired  ch arac­
teristics c an  be tr a n s m itte d ; fu rth e r m o re , e x tr e m e ly  c o m p lic a te d  an d  
artificia l th eories h a v e  b een  c o n stru cte d  in o rd e r  to  e x p la in  h ow  it 
m a y  be p o ssib le  fo r  ch a n g e s  p ro d u c e d  b y  th e a ctio n  o f  e x te r n a l in ­
flu en ces, in  th e cou rse  o f  a  life tim e , to  be c o m m u n ic a te d  to  th e  g e r m  
a n d  th us b e co m e  h e re d ita ry . B u t  no s in g le  fa c t  is k n o w n  w h ich  rea lly  
p ro v e s  th a t acq u ired  ch aracters can  be tr a n sm itte d , fo r  th e a scertain ed  
fa c ts  w h ich  seem  to  p o in t  to  th e  tra n sm issio n  o f  a rtific ia lly  p ro d u c e d  
diseases c a n n o t be con sid ered  a  p r o o f , a n d  as lo n g  as such p r o o f  is 
w a n tin g  w e  h a v e  no r ig h t to  m a k e  this su p p o sitio n  un less c o m p e lle d  to  
d o  so b y  th e im p o ssib ility  o f  s u g g e s tin g  a m o d e  in w h ich  th e  tr a n s fo r ­
m a tio n  o f  species can  ta k e  p la c e  w ith o u t its a id .”  {Heredity, p . 273.)

F u r th e r  on  in his b o o k  he a d d s : “ B u t  at a ll e v e n ts , w e  h ave  g a in e d  
th is m u ch — th a t th e o n ly  fa c ts  w hich a p p e a r  to  d ir e c tly  p ro v e  a tr a n s­
m ission  o f  acq u ired  ch aracters h ave  b een  r e fu te d  a n d  th a t the o n ly  
firm  fo u n d a tio n  o n  w h ich  th is h y p o th e sis  has b een  h ith erto  b a sed  has  
b een  d e s tr o y e d .”

T h is  a n n o u n c e m e n t o f  th e p o sitio n  o f  w riters  u p o n  h e re d ity  has a 
fa r -r e a c h in g  e ffe c t . I t  c lears th e  fie ld  o f  m u c h  fa ls e  a ssu m p tio n  and  
m a n y  b ase less  th eories fo r m e r ly  h e ld . T h e  d e c la ra tion s o f  M e s s r s . 
G a lt o n  an d  W e is m a n n  g o  to  th e  v e r y  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e d octrin es o f  
h e re d ity . I f  it be tru e  th a t acq u ired  ch aracteristics c a n n o t be tr a n s ­



m itte d  an d  th a t a ll th a t is tr a n sm itte d  fr o m  p a re n t to  ch ild  is, as G a l -  
to n  e x p re sse s  it , a  la rg e  fie ld  o f  p ossib ilities o u t o f  w h ich  each in d iv id ­
u a l selects th e p a rtic u la r  p o r tio n  w h ich  he a p p ro p ria te s  an d  u ses, th en , 
c a r r y in g  th e a p p lic a tio n  o f  th is fa c t  b a c k  fr o m  g e n e ra tio n  to  g e n e r a ­
tio n — fr o m  child  to  p a re n t, g r a n d p a r e n t an d  re m o te  a n cesto r to  th e  
v e r y  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  h u m a n  race, w e  fin d  th a t a ll th a t has b een  tr a n s ­
m itte d  has been th a t g e n e ra l fie ld  o f  p ossib ilities p o ssessed  b y  th e first  
p a re n ts  o f  a l l ;  th a t is, th e  c o m m o n  h u m a n  n a tu re , w hich  covers an  
a lm o st in fin ite  n u m b e r  o f  p o ssib ilities , fr o m  w h ich  each in d iv id u a l  
selects a n d  e xh ib its his o w n  p a rtic u la r  q u alities.

T h e  h ered itarian s o ffe r  v a rio u s e x p la n a tio n s  o f  th e fa c t  th a t no tw o  
p e rso n s are e x a c tly  a like eith er m e n ta lly , m o r a lly  o r  p h y s ic a lly . B u t  
to  a ll, “ C ir c u m s ta n c e ”  a n d  “ A c c id e n t ”  are th e p r e s id in g  g en ii w h o  
la r g e ly  m o u ld  m a n ’s d e stin y  a n d  d e te rm in e  th e  “ se lection  o f  th e  s a m ­
p le ”  b y  each in d iv id u a l “ o u t o f  a  sto re  o f  o th erw ise  u n u se d  m a te r ia l.”  
T o  th e e x te n t  to  w h ich  C h a n c e  e n ters , L a w  has fle d . T h e  th e o r y  o f  
life  w h ich  in tro d u ce s  chance a n d  accid en t as fa c to rs  at once con fesses  
its in su ffic ien cy . T h e  d o c trin e  o f  re in c a rn a tio n  b rid g e s  th is ch asm  
in  scien tific  th eories. I n  th e d o ctrin e  th a t th e  h u m a n  E g o  is a p e r ­
m a n e n t e n tity , c o n tin u o u sly  e v o lv in g  a n d  o c c u p y in g  su ccessive  p h y s i­
cal b od ies, w e a re  p ro v id e d  w ith  a  sufficient e x p la n a tio n  fo r  all th e  
d ifferen ces w h ich  d istin g u ish  m a n  fr o m  m a n , as w e ll as fo r  th ose  lik e ­
nesses w h ich  a ttr a c t in d iv id u a ls  in to  th e  sa m e  g r o u p  or fa m ily , n a ­
tio n  o r  ra ce . I t  covers th e  m in u te st d iffere n ce  as c o m p le te ly  as the  
w id e st d iv e rg en ce .

A c c o r d in g  to  th a t p h ilo so p h y  th e  q u a lity  o f  m a tte r  o f  th e  b o d y  o f  
a n  in fa n t , a n d  m u c h  o f  its p e c u lia r ity  o f  c o n fo r m a tio n , is d e te rm in e d  
b y  h e re d ita ry  in flu en ces. H e r e d it y  is re co g n ize d  as a fa c t , b u t its  
o p e ra tio n  is lim ite d  to  m a tte r — the p h y sica l b o d y . T h e  m e n ta l and  
m o ra l q u alities are n o t in h erited . T h e  o n ly  in flu en ce  w h ich  in h eri­
ta n ce  th ro w s a ro u n d  th em  is in p r o v id in g  a m o re  or less p e r fe c t  in ­
s tr u m e n t th r o u g h  w h ich  th e sou l m a y  e x p re ss  itse lf  here on  e arth . 
P e r s o n a l c h a ra cter , m e n ta l p ecu liarities  an d  m o ra l q u alities  are th e  
p r o d u c t o f  th e activ ities o f  th e  E g o ’s o w n  p r io r  ex isten ce , d u r in g  
w h ich  th e y  h ave  b een  e v o lv e d  g r a d u a lly . T h e  p e rso n a lity  o f  to d a y  
is th e ch ild  o f  th e s o u l’s o w n  p a st . T h e  p a st o f  each sou l has been  
d iffe re n t fr o m  th e  p a s t  o f  a n y  oth er s o u l ; th e r e fo r e , no  tw o  sou ls p o s ­
sess id e n tic a lly  th e  sam e p e rso n a lity  to d a y . B u t  sim ila r p a sts  re ­
qu ire  sim ila r  p rese n ts . S o u ls  w h o  b o re  c lose  re la tio n sh ip s  in  th e  
p a st m a y  h ave  th u s p a v e d  th e w a y  fo r  close  re la tio n sh ip s  in th e  p r e s ­
en t. F a m ily  g r o u p s  m a y  b e  re n ew ed  m a n y  tim e s . A  s im ila r ity  o f  
m e n ta l a n d  m o r a l q u alities fin d  fitte st  e x p re ssio n  u n d e r  sim ila r c ir ­
cu m sta n ces and e n v iro n m e n t, an d  in b od ies fu rn ish ed  b y  th e sam e  
p a re n ts  a n d  th e r e fo r e  o f  a b o u t the sam e g ra d e  o f  m a tte r . H e r e d it y  
is a fa c t , b u t it is n o t  th e o n ly  fa c t .
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INTRODUCTION

Compiled from writings of Annie Besant

E T  m e  raise y o u  a b o v e  th e o u ter  s to r y  o f  even ts th at  
I  0 me n  c a ^  h isto ry  a n d  a sk  y o u  to  tu r n  y o u r  eyes to  
I  V \LL \ th ose  w h o  g u id e  th e even ts  in  h isto ry , w h o  sh a p e  h u -
I  | v A v  J  m a n  e v o lu tio n , w h o  a d m in ister  th e  la w s o f  n a tu re .
I I  Aj/ M T h e r e  is b e y o n d  a n d  b e h in d  a ll p h y sic a l h a p p e n in g s  

M O M  a m ig h ty  h iera rch y  o f  g r a d e d  o rd e r , in  th e h a n d s o f
w h ich  lies th e  g o v e r n m e n t, th e d irectio n  o f  the w o r ld ;  

a m ig h ty  h iera rch y , th e  tru e  ru lers  o f  m e n , o f  w h o m  a ll e a r th ly  k in g s  
a n d  teach ers are b u t th e  sh a d o w s or th e  s y m b o ls ; a  g r e a t  h ierarch y  
w h ich  has g u id e d  o u r  race a n d  sh a p ed  its d estin ies fr o m  th e b irth  o f  
o u r h u m a n ity  d o w n  to  th e  p r e se n t d a y  a n d  w h ich  w ill g u id e  in  th e  
m ille n ia  o f  th e fu tu r e  as it has g u id e d  in  th e m ille n ia  o f  th e p a st .

T h a t  m ig h ty  h ie ra rc h y  has tw o  c h ie f d e p a rtm e n ts  con cern ed  w ith  
th e  g r o w th  a n d  e v o lu tio n  o f  m a n — on e th e  d e p a r tm e n t th a t g u id es  
th e  o u te r  e v o lu tio n , th a t sh a p es th e  fo r m s  o f  ra ces, th a t raises a n d  
casts d o w n  civ iliza tio n s, to  w h o m  k in g s  a n d  th e n a tio n s  o f  th e  w o rld  
are as p a w n s in  th e  m ig h ty  g a m e  o f  l i f e ;  th e o th er th e  d e p a rtm e n t  
o f  te a c h in g , w h ich  g iv e s  r e lig io n  a fte r  re lig io n  to  th e  w o r ld  as th e  
w o rld  has n eed  o f  it , w h ich , h o ld in g  in  its h a n d s th e  v a st circle  o f  
th e  T r u t h , g iv es  o u t p o rtio n s  o f  th a t T r u t h  fr o m  tim e  to  tim e  in  
fo r m s  to  b e  u n d e rsto o d  b y  th e  p e o p le ; th a t w h ich  g iv es  to  th e  
w o rld  its sp ir itu a l teach ers, th e fo u n d e rs  o f  a ll its fa ith s , an d  g u id es



a ll its sp ir itu a l a n d  m o r a l u n fo ld in g . A n d  in  th ose  tw o  g r e a t  d e ­
p a rtm e n ts  visib le  th r o u g h o u t h u m a n  h isto ry  b y  th eir  w o r k in g , y o u  
have in  each o f  th e m  a H e a d , w h o  uses th e fo rc e s  o f  th e  w h ole , Avho 
directs th eir  en e rg ies  to  fo re se e n  en d s.

A t  th e  h ead  o f  th e  r u lin g  d e p a rtm e n t— so fa r  as a p p e a ra n c e  in  
th e w o r ld  is con ce rn ed — sta n d s th e  m ig h ty  B e in g  fr o m  w h o m  o u r  
v e r y  n a m e  o f  m a n  is d ra w n . H e  is th e M a n u , T h e  M a n , th e  ty p e  
o f  each race  as it g r a d u a lly  is b u d d e d , th e  p e r fe c t  m a n  o f  e v e ry  ra ce , 
w h o g r a d u a lly  d e v e lo p s  in  th e  race the q u alities  em b o d ied  in  H i m ­
se lf . A n d  as th e  n a m e  M a n  m e a n s the th in k er , th e  rea so n e r , th e  in ­
te llig e n t on e , so this n a m e  o f  th e ty p ic a l m a n , th e  M a n u , sta n d s fo r  
the ru ler , th e la w g iv e r  o f  th e  race . A n d  side b y  side w ith  H i m , H i s  
B r o th e r  in  th e g r e a t  w o rk  o f  e v o lu tio n , sta n d s th e  W o r ld -T e a c h e r ,  
called  b y  th a t n a m e  in  so m e  o f  th e an cien t b o o k s o f  e arth , k n o w n  as 
th e O n e  w h o  e m b o d ies in  H i m s e l f  th e  w isd o m  w h ich  is th e  tr u th  th a t  
feed s th e  h u m a n  race . A n d  th ose  tw o , th e R u le r  a n d  th e  W o r l d -  
T e a c h e r , s ta n d  at th e  h ead  o f  th e tw o  d e p a rtm e n ts  o f  w h ich  I  h ave  
sp o k e n , sta n d  as ty p e s  o f  th e h ierarch y  as a  w h o le  in its r u lin g  an d  
its te a c h in g  p o w e r .

A n d  in  th e  scrip tu re s o f  th e  fa ith s  fr o m  tim e  to  tim e  th is com es  
o u t a lth o u g h , u n less  y o u  k n o w  th e  u n d e r ly in g  tr u th , th e  fa c t  as it 
occurs in  h isto ry  m a y  n o t  str ik e  y o u  w ith  its fu ll  s ig n ifica n ce . A n d  
y e t , to  th o se  o f  y o u  w h o  h a v e  b een  b ro u g h t u p  fr o m  ch ild h oo d  o n  th e  
C h ristia n  B ib le , th e  J e w ish  B ib le , this fa c t  o u g h t to  c o m e  o u t as 
n a tu ra l an d  c u s to m a r y ; fo r  y o u  see th ere  a t th e  h ead  o f  th e  y o u n g  
J e w ish  n a tio n  th e  tw o  ty p e s  o f  w h ich  I  a m  sp e a k in g , in  th e w e ll-  
k n o w n  fa m ilia r  n a m e s o f  M o s e s  th e L a w g iv e r  a n d  A a r o n  th e H i g h  
P r ie s t  o f  th e J e w ish  p e o p le ; fo r  in  a ll th ese  scrip tu re s y o u  h a v e  r e p ­
resen ted  o v er  a n d  o v e r  a g a in  th e  sa m e g r e a t  fa c ts  o f  h u m a n  e v o lu tio n .

A n d  u n d e r  th ose  tw o  n a m e s th e sa m e fa c ts  c o m e  o u t o f  th e  L a w ­
g iv e r  a n d  the T e a c h e r , th e  H e a d  o f  th e  S ta te  a n d  th e  H e a d  o f  th e  
R e lig io n . A n d  th a t w h ich  is so m etim e s c a lle d  th e G r e a t  W h i t e  
L o d g e , th a t m ig h ty  b o d y  o f  th e  G u id e s  a n d  T e a c h e rs  o f  m a n k in d , 
th a t is th e  ro o t o f  a ll the g r e a t  th o u g h t w h ich  fr o m  tim e  to  tim e  com es  
o u t to  th e  h e lp in g  o f  th e w o r ld . I t s  m e sse n g e rs  are  ever m o v in g  
a m o n g  m e n , b r in g in g  to  th e m  th e tr u th  o f  w h ich  the a g e  has need . 
A n d  y o u  m a y  tra c e  in  th e lo n g  lin e  o f  the g r e a t  g en iu se s in lite ra tu re , 
in a rt, in  science, th e  m e sse n g e rs  o f  th a t on e  g r e a t  h ie ra rc h y  w h ich , 
h id d en  o u t o f  s ig h t , g u id e s  th e  destin ies o f  m en .

T h e  W o r ld -T e a c h e r  is th e  one w h o  is th e fo u n d e r  a n d  th e  c e n tra l  
fig u re  o f  each g r e a t  fa ith  in  t u r n ; fo r  each su b -ra c e  has its o w n  
re lig io n , g iv e n  to  it in  its earlier  d a y s , m o u ld in g  a n d  sh a p in g  its  
e x p re ssio n  as it g ro w s  to  y o u th  a n d  to  m a tu r ity . S o , lo o k in g  at th e  
w o r ld -fa ith s  in  re la tio n  to  th e  w o r ld  su b -ra c es , w e  fin d  a g r e a t  su c­
cession  o f  m ig h ty  teach ers w h o  in v e r y  tr u th  are  a ll one a n d  th e sam e



T e a c h e r , a p p e a r in g  u p o n  earth  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  fo r  th e h e lp in g  and  
th e te a c h in g  o f  th e  p e o p le . F o r  w h ile  th e  R u le r  g r a d u a lly  e vo lves  
th e p e o p le  a n d  sh ap es su b -ra c e  a fte r  su b -ra c e , th e  W o r ld -T e a c h e r ,  
s ta n d in g  b eside H i m ,  com es o u t to  su b -ra c e  a fte r  su b -ra c e , a n d  g iv e s  
each a re lig io n  a p p r o p r ia te  to  its n eed s, c a r e fu lly  d e sig n e d  fo r  its ow n  
sp ecia l a n d  p e c u lia r  e v o lu tio n .

A n d  ever th e  W o r ld -T e a c h e r  is c o n n e cted  w ith  w h a t a re  ca lle d  the  
m y s te r ie s ; th a t is, th e  secret te a c h in g , th e esoteric  side o f  th e  re lig io n , 
w h ich  is g iv e n  to  th o se  s tr o n g  e n o u g h  to  receive it , o ld  e n o u g h  to  
u n d e rsta n d  it , th e  b a c k b o n e  o f  e v e ry  e x o teric  re lig io n , th a t w hich  
O r ig e n  ca lled  G n o s tic is m , th e  k n o w le d g e , w ith o u t w h ich  a re lig io n  
ten d s g r a d u a lly  to  d e c a y  a n d  to  p a ss  a w a y . T h e  W o r ld -T e a c h e r ,  
w h en  H e  com es, ever g iv e s  to  th e re lig io n  its m y ste r ie s , in  an d  b y  
w h ich  th e  tru th  sh a ll be k e p t  a live . R e a d y  y o u  are  to  re co g n ize  th a t  
in th e  p a s t  h isto ry  o f  fa ith s  o ld e r  th a n  y o u r  o w n ; b u t m a n y  o f  y o u  
do n o t  realize  th a t th e W o r ld -T e a c h e r , w h en  H e  c a m e  to  y o u , re ­
estab lish ed  fo r  C h ris tia n ity  th e  m y ste rie s  th a t th e  e ld er fa ith s  a lso  
h ad  e n jo y e d  an d  th a t in  th e w ritin g s  o f  th e e a r ly  chu rch  th o se  m y s ­
teries are  sp o k e n  o f ; th a t, as seen  in  th e  te a c h in g  o f  th e e a r ly  b ish op s  
a n d  m a r ty r s  o f  th e  ch u rch , it w a s  in th e m y ste rie s  th a t th e y  g a in e d  
th eir  k n o w le d g e . B u t  th ese  m y ste rie s  p a ss  a w a y  w h en  p u p ils  are  
la c k in g , th o u g h  th e  te a c h in g  b e lo n g e d  in  th e e a r ly  d a y s  to  th e  C h ris ­
tia n  C h u rc h  q u ite  as m u c h  as to  a n y  o f  th e  e ld er fa ith s  o f  th e  w o rld .

A n d  in  th ose  m y ste rie s  th e  te a c h in g  o f  th e W o r ld -T e a c h e r  w as  
ever on e  a n d  th e sa m e . Y o u  m a y  re co g n ize  th e m  w h en  g lim p se s  o f  
th e te a c h in g  com e o u t in th e  p h ilo so p h y  o r  th e re lig io n  o f  th e  tim e , 
I t  is ever th e p r o c la m a tio n  o f  th e  u n iv e rsa l S e l f  an d  o f  th e  p a rtic u la r  
o r  sp ecia lized  S e l f  w h ich  is th e  in d iv id u a lize d  fr a g m e n t  o f  th e  w h ole . 
T h e  e x isten ce  o f  th ose  is th e  fu n d a m e n ta l fa c t  th a t m a n  n eed s to  
k n o w  fo r  his p r o g r e ss— th e id e n tity  o f  n a tu re  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  an d  
th e n eed  fo r  m a n  to  rea lize  th a t id e n tity  a n d  to  k n o w  h im se lf  as one  
w ith  th e  U n iv e r s a l  L i f e — th a t su p re m e  te a c h in g  b y  sy m b o l, b y  a lle ­
g o r y  to  th e  o u te r  w o r ld , a n d  p la in ly  e x p re sse d  to  th e in n er , is th e  
v e r y  c e n tra l tr u th  w h ich  a ll th e  m y ste rie s  w ere  estab lish ed  to  teach , 
to  im p a r t  to  th eir  in itiates .

I f  w e  lo o k  at th e  d iffe re n t su b -ra c es  a n d  tra c e  it th u s, u s in g  th e  
k n o w le d g e  th a t m a y  be g a in e d  o f  th ose  in n er  th in g s , w e  m a y  see h o w  
each tim e  th e  W o r ld -T e a c h e r  u sed  a s y m b o l a litt le  d iffe re n t, b u t  ever  
e n w r a p p in g  th e  sa m e  fu n d a m e n ta l tr u th . W e  m a y  lo o k  o v e r  th e  
su b -ra c es  th a t h a v e  p rec ed ed  o u r  o w n  a n d  see h o w  in each o f  th ose  
th e  te a c h in g  w as g iv e n  w h ich  le f t  traces on  th e  o u te r  sc rip tu re , on  
th e  e x o te r ic  te a c h in g  o f  th e fa ith . O f  th ose  g r e a t  re lig io n s , th e  o ld e st  
in th e A r y a n  race is th a t w h ich  y o u  k n o w  in  its m o d e rn  fo r m  as H i n ­
d u ism . T h a t  is fo llo w e d  b y  th e  re lig io n  th a t g r e w  u p  in la te r  E g y p t ,  
th a t sp re a d  a lo n g  th e b o rd ers o f  th e M e d ite r r a n e a n , th a t sh a p ed  n o t



th e m o d e r n  b u t th e  v e r y  a n cien t G r e e k s  w h o  p re c e d e d  th e  m o d e rn  
a n d  le f t  its traces o n  som e o f  th e M e d ite r r a n e a n  Is la n d s , th e  w h ole  
b asin  o f  th e  M e d ite r r a n e a n  b e in g  th e  re ce p ta c le  o f  th e te a ch in g .

A n d  th en  th e th ird  g r e a t  fa ith , th a t w hich  cam e fr o m  P e r s ia , th e  
v e iy  a n cien t P e r s ia  b e y o n d  th e  P e r s ia  o f  ou r b o o k s o f  h isto ry . T h e n  
th e g r e a t  strea m  o f  te a c h in g  th a t se ttle d  itse lf in  G re e c e  a m o n g  th ose  
w h o, in c o m p a riso n  w ith  th e  v e r y  a n cien t, m a k e  u p  th e m o d e r n  G re e k s . 
T h e n  th e fifth  o f  these strea m s, th a t e x p re sse d  itse lf  u n d e r  th e n a m e  
o f  C h ris te n d o m  an d  b ecam e th e  fa ith  o f  the w e ste rn  w o r ld . F iv e  in  
n u m b e r  y o u  w ill n otice , each the re lig io n  o f  on e  su b d iv ision  o f  th e  
g r e a t  A r y a n  race . F o r  th ese  la rg e  su b d iv ision s in to  w hich  a ro o t  
race, as w e call it, d ivides itse lf , th ese  g r e a t  strea m s o f  e m ig ra tio n  
fr o m  a c en tra l p o in t th a t sp rea d  o v e r  th e w o rld  in all d irection s a n d  
ad d  a n e w  p e r fe c tio n  to  h u m a n ity , each  has its o w n  fu n d a m e n ta l p r o c ­
la m a tio n  o f  T r u t h , v a ried  as th e su b -ra c e  d iv id es a g a in  in to  n a tion s, 
in to  fa m ilie s , b u t a lw a y s th e  sam e ro o t fr o m  w h ich  th e tr u n k  an d  
b ran ch es s p r e a d ; an d  y o u  can  see w h a t w e  m a y  ca ll a fa m ily  lik en ess  
in  a ll th e  sm a lle r  bran ch es th a t s p r in g  fr o m  th e b ran ch  w hich  ru n s  
b a c k  to  th e  p a re n t tr u n k . F iv e , th en , are th ese  su b d iv ision s, th e  r a ­
cial su b d iv ision s, a n d  five th e g r e a t  re lig io n s  b e lo n g in g  each to  each.

L o o k in g  at it in  th a t w id e  w a y , w e see th e R u le r  a n d  th e  T e a c h e r  
c o m in g  d o w n  th e  strea m  o f  h isto ry  sid e  b y  side , each w ith  H i s  o w n  
w o r k  a n d , as th e life  in th e  E a s t ,  so fa r  as ou r A r y a n  race  is c o n ­
c ern ed , is o ld er th a n  th e life  in  th e  W e s t ,  w e  fin d  a n  eastern  n a m e  
g iv e n  to  th e W o r ld -T e a c h e r  in th o se  eastern  la n d s— a n a m e  w hich  
m ea n s th e  essence o f  w is d o m ; so m etim e s in T h e o so p h ic a l b ook s y o u  
c o m e  across th e n a m e  B o d h is a ttv a , a n d  th a t tr a n sla te d  is s im p ly  W i s ­
d o m -E s s e n c e , th e  E s s e n c e  o f  W is d o m , an d  w isd o m  is k n o w le d g e  p e n e ­
tr a te d  b y  lo v e . A n d  so th e  W o r ld -T e a c h e r  in th ose o ld e r  d a y s is 
k n o w n  b y  this eastern  n a m e , ju s t  as in la te r  d a y s  in  th e W e s t  th e  
W o r ld -T e a c h e r  to o k  th e G r e e k  n a m e  fo r  the n a tion s o f  C h riste n d o m , 
th a t n a m e  o f  th e A n o in te d , th e C h risto s , b y  w hich  H e  is k n o w n  
a m o n g  us.

B u t  th e  d ifferen ce  o f  n a m e s m u st n o t  b lin d  u s to  th e  id e n tity  o f  
fu n c tio n  an d  o f  tea ch ersh ip . W e  m u s t  realize  th a t n a m e s v a r y  w ith  
la n g u a g e s , h u t T r u t h  is e te rn a l an d  re m ain s th e  s a m e ; a n d  th e W o r l d -  
T e a c h e r  b r in g s  it o u t fr o m  tim e  to  t im e  in  o rd e r  th a t m a n  m a y  lea rn  
g r a d u a lly  w h at he cou ld  n o t lea rn  a t on ce, a n d  realize  th a t g r e a t  
k n o w le d g e  o f  G o d  w hich is in  v e r y  tr u th  e te rn a l life .

T h e  sa m e  m o r a l te a c h in g  com es fo r th  fr o m  th ose d ivin e lip s , th e  
sa m e g r e a t  p re c e p ts  w hich  are to  le a d  us to  p e r fe c tio n  are  sp o k e n  in  
th e  ears o f  d iffe re n t n a tio n s , are g iv e n  o u t in d iffe re n t to n g u e s , th e  
m e a n in g  ever th e sa m e. W e  n otice  th e  earliest W o r ld -T e a c h e r  w h o  
ca m e  to  th e  in stru c tin g  o f  th e ch ild h oo d  o f  o u r  A r y a n  R a c e  k n o w n  
u n d e r th e  n a m e  o f  V y a s a , th e  T e a c h e r  w h o  g a v e  in th a t fa r -o f f  tim e



th e  S a n a ta n a  D h a r m a , th e E t e r n a l  R e lig io n , th e  W i s d o m  R e lig io n , 
w hich since has sp r e a d  its b ran ch es u n d e r  d iffe re n t n a m e s over a ll th e  
ch ild ren  o f  th e A r y a n  R a c e ;  w e  fin d  H i m  te a c h in g : “ T o  do g o o d  to  
a n o th e r  is r ig h t ; to  d o  in ju r y  to  an o th er is w r o n g .”  W e  fin d  H i m  d e ­
c la r in g  th a t th a t w h ich  y o u  w o u ld  n o t h ave  -an oth er do to  y o u , y o u  
sh ou ld  n o t  d o  to  a n o th e r  b u t th a t w h ich  y o u  w o u ld  w ish  don e to  y o u r ­
s e lf , th a t y o u  sh o u ld  d o  to  y o u r  fe llo w  m e n . T h a t  te a c h in g , fa m ilia r  
to  y o u  as th e  te a c h in g  o f  th e “ G o ld e n  R u le ,”  is a  ru le  th a t .has ever  
b een  g iv e n  b y  g r e a t  W o r ld -T e a c h e r s  in  th e  p a s t , a n d  as w e see th e  
s im ila r ity  o f  te a c h in g  u n d e r ly in g  d ifferen ces o f  p r e se n tm e n t, w e see  
th a t th ese  resem b la n ces are so s tr ik in g  th a t th e y  m u s t  n eeds com e fr o m  
a s in g le  s p ir it ; w e  are n o t su rp rise d  to  h ear th a t th e W o r ld -T e a c h e r  
rem ain s on e  a n d  th e  sam e th r o u g h  m a n y  an d  m a n y  an  a g e  o f  h u m an  
h isto ry , th ro u g h  m a n y  an d  m a n y  a  s ta g e  o f  h u m a n  c iv iliza tio n ; th a t  
it is th e sa m e m ig h ty  T e a c h e r  w h o  com es h ack  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  in to  
th e w o r ld  H e  lo v e s , w h o  is k n o w n  u n d e r  d iffe re n t n a m e s, it is tr u e , 
b u t th e n a m e s veil th e  sa m e  m ig h ty  In d iv id u a l, th e  sam e W o r l d -  
T e a c h e r , th e sa m e  P r o p h e t  o f  th e d iffe re n t fa ith s , b r in g in g  th e  sam e  
m e ssa g e , te a c h in g  th e  sam e tr u th s , b re a th in g  th e  sa m e  c o m p a ssio n a te  
lo v e ; H e  is th e sa m e  a g e  a fte r  a g e , a p p e a r in g  in  H i s  w o r ld  fo r  its  
h e lp in g  an d  th u s l i f t in g  h u m a n ity  a g e  a fte r  a g e  an o th er step  u p  the  
g o ld e n  la d d e r  w h ich  ends a t th e  fe e t o f  G o d .

I n  th e  o ld  d a y s , lo n g , lo n g  a g o , ere o u r  o w n  p r o u d  fifth  T e u to n ic  
su b -ra c e  h a d  ta k e n  in to  its h a n d s th e  sc e p tre  a n d  th e lea d ersh ip  o f  
th e w o r ld , a m o n g  th e  earlier p e o p le s  an d  in the earlier d a y s , th e m e s ­
se n g e rs  w ere  h o n o red , th e teach ers w ere  w e lc o m e d  a n d  revered . O n ly  
w ith  the g r o w th  o f  th e  con crete  m in d  in  m a n  a n d  o f  th a t se lf-a sse rtiv e  
in d iv id u a lity  w h ich  is p riceless fo r  th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  m a n , a lth o u g h  in  
m a n y  o f  its m a n ife s ta tio n s  r e p u g n a n t  a n d  d is tr e s s in g ; o n ly  since th a t  
p a rtic u la r  p a r t  o f  h u m a n  n a tu re  to o k  th e p r e d o m in a n t p la c e  an d  
sto o d  at th e  h ea d  o f  e v o lu tio n , o n ly  since th en  h a v e  th e m esse n g e rs  
b een  s lig h te d  in stea d  o f  rev eren ced , b een  d esp ised  in stea d  o f  w e lco m e d .

A n d  h en ce  th e d a n g e r  to d a y  th a t th e s to r y  o f  th e  M e s s e n g e r , o f  
th e m ig h ty  T e a c h e r  ra th e r , w h o  cam e to  the ch ild h ood  o f  th e  fifth  
su b -ra c e , th e T e u to n ic , m a y  be re p e a te d  a g a in  in  o u r  o w n  d a y s  w h en  
th a t su b -ra c e  has reach ed  its m a t u r it y ; fo r  th e  s to r y  o f  th e m e sse n g e rs  
since C h rist  cam e to  earth  has b een  a  s to r y  o f  p e rse cu tio n , o f  to rtu re , 
o f  m u rd e r , o f  u tte r m o s t  r e je c tio n . A n d  so m etim e s one w o n d ers, 
lo o k in g  o v e r  th e re ce n t p a st , w h eth e r  th e w o rld  be re a d y  fo r  th e  c o m ­
in g  o f  a  W o r ld -T e a c h e r  on ce  a g a in , o r  w h eth er th e  m ea su re  m e te d  
o u t to  th e  sm a lle r  teach ers m a y  p erch a n ce  a g a in  be m e te d  o u t w h en  
th e  G r e a te s t  sta n d s o n  earth , v isib le  on ce  m o re .

[Special articles on each of the great World-Teachers will follow in succeeding numbers 
of the magazine.]



CH RISTM AS A N D  TH E ZODIAC

B y Frank Theodore Allen

E W  realize  th e in tim a c y  w ith  w h ich  th e  m y th s  an d  
u sa g e s  o f  th e an cien t a n d  so -c a lle d  p a g a n  -re lig ion s  
are in terw o v e n  w ith  a n d  re a lly  fo r m  th e  basis o f  th e  
fe a sts , fa s ts  a n d  h o ly  d a y s  o f  C h ris tia n ity . T h e  w o r ­
sh ip  o f  th e  stars u n d o u b te d ly  a n ted a te s  a ll o th er tr a -  
d ition s o f  th e h u m a n  ra ce , the S u n  fr o m  earliest tim es  
b e in g  re c o g n iz e d  as th e  “ G r e a te r  g o d ,”  th e  “ K i n g  o f  

k in g s ,”  “ L o r d  o f  lo r d s ,”  “ L ig h t  o f  l ig h ts ,”  e tc ., w h ile  th e  M o o n  an d  
p la n e ts  w ere  w o rsh ip e d  as th e lesser g o d s , o r  se rv a n ts a n d  m e sse n ­
g e rs  o f  th e  S u n .

T h e  p riests a n d  seers r e fe rre d  to  th e  h e a v e n ly  bodies as p e rso n a g e s  
an d  g a v e  th e m  n a m e s in d ica tiv e  o f  th eir  re co g n ize d  or a lle g e d  ch a ra c ­
teristics a n d  p o w e rs , a n d  th e d iffe re n t n a m es a p p lie d  to  a g iv e n  orb  e m ­
p h asized  so m e sp e c ia l fe a tu r e  o f  th a t g o d , or its s ig n ific a tio n  a t certa in  
season s. T h u s , th e  M o o n  has h a d  m a n y  n a m e s , such as E v e ,  S in n , 
L u n a , Is is , D ia n a , e tc ., each o f  w h ich  sign ified  a  sp ecia l fu n c tio n  o f  
th e  lu n a r  in flu en ce  w h ich  w a s u n d e rsto o d  b y  th ose  v e rse d  in  th e  
an cien t m y ste rie s . P r a c tic a lly  a ll th e  p e rso n a g e s  or c e n tra l fig u res  
o f  th e  an cien t m y th s  are b u t fig u r a tiv e  rep re se n ta tio n s  o f  th e  celestia l 
bodies a n d  co n ste lla tio n s , a n d  th e stories a ssociated  w ith  th e m  are b u t  
c le v e r ly  d evised  fa b le s  d e sc rip tiv e  o f  th eir m o v e m e n ts , p r o g re ssio n s  
a n d  e ffe cts  u p o n  th e  earth  a n d  its in h a b ita n ts . A d a m , fo r  in sta n ce , 
w as n o t an  in d iv id u a l b u t an  a g e , o r  c y c le  o f  a b o u t 2 1 1 0  y e a r s , d u r in g  
w h ich  th e v e r n a l e q u in o x  reced ed  th ro u g h  th e  c o n ste lla tio n  L e o ,  
w h erein  th e  S u n  has his g r e a te s t  e x a lta tio n , a n d  d u r in g  w h ich  tim e  
th e race o f  m e n  th en  in h a b itin g  th e earth  h a d  a tta in ed  th e h ig h est  
e v o lu tio n  o f  th e  in stin cts  a n d  in tu itio n s  p re v io u s  to  th e  b irth  or  
a w a k e n in g  o f  th e  in te lle ct w h ich  d o o m e d  m a n  to  le a rn  an d  to  th in k  
fo r  h im se lf a n d , “ b y  th e sw e a t o f  his b r o w ,”  o r  exercise  o f  his b ra in , 
to  o b ta in  a ll th a t w h ich  h ith erto  his p e r fe c te d  in tu itio n s  h a d  m a d e  
av a ila b le . W i t h  th e b irth  o f  m a n ’s in te llect he b e g an  to  eat o f  the  
tree  o f  k n o w le d g e , w h ich  a u to m a tic a lly  re m o v e d  h im  fr o m  the p a r a ­
dise o f  in stin ctiv e  k n o w le d g e  a n d  th ru st u p o n  h im  th e  n ecessity  o f  
le a r n in g , th in k in g  an d  a c tin g  fo r  h im se lf a n d  th e re sp o n sib ility  in ­
v o lv e d  in choice an d  v o litio n .



T h e  e q u in octia l p o in t  fo re v e r  re c e d e s ; hence u p o n  le a v in g  L e o  it 
declin es in to  th e c o n ste lla tio n  C a n c e r , w hich  is ru le d  b y  th e  M o o n ,  
o r E v e ,  th u s u sh e rin g  in  th e  a g e  o r  c y c le  w h ich  is re p re se n ted  in  th e  
b ib lica l a lle g o r y  as E v e  w h o  te m p te d  A d a m  to  eat o f  th e fr u it  o f  th e  
tree  o f  k n o w le d g e , th u s p r e c ip ita tin g  th e  “ f a l l ”  o f  m a n . T h o s e  w h o  
are fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  g e o g r a p h y  o f  th e  h eaven s k n o w  th a t w h en  th e  
c o n ste lla tio n  o f  L e o  is a t th e  zen ith  S c o rp io , th e  se rp e n t, is r is in g  
in  th e east. I t  is th is a n g u la r  p o sitio n  o f  th e “ accu rsed  s ig n ”  w h ich  
g a v e  rise to  th e le g e n d  o f  th e se rp e n t te m p tin g  E v e .

A c c o r d in g  to  th e b ib lica l n a r ra tiv e , E v e  w as m a d e  fr o m  a  rib  ta k e n  
fr o m  th e  side o f  A d a m , a n d  each m o n th  (o r  M o o n -e t h )  a t th e  n e w  
m o o n  w e  m a y  see E v e  as th e  crescen t M o o n  p r o c e e d in g  fr o m  the  
side o f  A d a m , th e S u n .

C a in  a n d  A b e l  re p re se n t th e  ce lestia l tw in s o f  th e  c o n ste lla tio n  
G e m in i, in to  w h ich  th e  v ern a l e q u in o x  recedes fr o m  C a n c e r . G e m in i  
is th e  in te lle c tu a l s ig n , an d  it w as w h ile  th e  eq u in octia l p o in t  reced ed  
th ro u g h  th a t c o n ste lla tio n  th a t m e n  “ b ecam e as g o d s , k n o w in g  g o o d  
a n d  e v il .”  T h e  con flict b e tw e e n  C a in  a n d  A b e l  is b u t a  c le v er  a lle ­
g o r ic a l p o r tr a y a l o f  th e  c o n flic tin g  v ie w -p o in ts  fr o m  w hich th e  h u m a n  
in te lle ct sees a ll s u b je c ts  b u t p a r t ia lly , th u s p r e c ip ita tin g  th e  c o n ­
flicts , je a lo u s ie s  a n d  rivalries w hich  h ave  ch aracterized  th e race  since  
its “ f a l l ”  fr o m  th e  in n o ce n t state  o f  p e r fe c te d  a n im a lh o o d  o f  th e  
G o ld e n  A g e ,  P a r a d is e , or th e  G a r d e n  o f  E d e n .

A l l  a n cien t civ ilization s se em  to  h ave d e v e lo p e d  in  th e  n o rth e rn  
h e m isp h ere , as a ll th e te rm s an d  sy m b o ls  r e fe r r in g  to  th e  h e a v e n ly  
bod ies are  fig u r a tiv e  o f  th e  c o in cid en t season s re su ltin g  fr o m  the  
S u n ’s a p p a r e n t p r o g r e ss  th r o u g h  th e  zod iac  as v iew ed  fr o m  th e n o r th ­
ern  h e m isp h ere  o f  th e  e q u a to r . T h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  y e a r  in  d iffe re n t  
n a tio n s  a n d  re lig io n s  a lm o st a lw a y s  d ates fr o m  one o f  th e  fo u r  
c a rd in a l p o in ts , o r  station s o f  th e S u n  in  his a n n u a l c ircu it, th ose  
p erio d s h a v in g  a lw a y s  been  th e  o cc a sio n  o f  cerem on ies, rites , fa s ts , 
fe a sts  an d  g e n e ra l celeb ra tio n s.

T h e  tw o  m o st im p o r ta n t sta tio n s  o f  th e  so la r  m a rc h  are  th e  e q u i­
n o x e s , o r  “ c ro ssifica tio n s,”  w h ere  th e  S u n  in  c ro ss in g  th e  e q u a to r  is 
re p re se n te d  as g iv in g  his li fe -b lo o d  fo r  th e  sa lv atio n  o f  m e n . T h e s e  
crossification s are  re p re se n ted  in a n cien t h ie ro g ly p h ic s  b y  th e  S u n -  
G o d  o n  th e  c r o s s ; th a t w ith  th e  h ead  u p , s ig n ify in g  th e  v e rn a l or  
s p r in g  e q u in o x  w h en  th e  S u n  is r is in g  h ig h er  in  th e h eaven s, b r in g in g  
th e  assu ran ce  o f  su m m e r , a n d  th a t w ith  th e  h e a d  d o w n  re p re se n tin g  
th e  a u tu m n a l e q u in o x  w h en  th e  S u n  is s in k in g  to w a rd s  th e  h e ll o f  
th e  n e th e r  re g io n s  o f  co ld  an d  d a rk n e ss . T h e  v ern a l e q u in o x  r e p ­
resen ts  th e  c o v e n a n t o f  w o rk s , w h erein  is th e im p lie d  p ro m ise  th a t  
as m e n  so w  so sh all th e y  re a p , w h ile  th e  a u tu m n a l e q u in o x  re p re se n ts  
th e  c o v e n a n t o f  g ra c e , as evid en ced  in  th e  b le ssin g s a n d  in crease o f  th e  
c ro p s . A t  th e  a u tu m n a l e q u in o x  o u r  re m o te  a n cestors e n jo in e d  g re a t



fe a sts  o f  r e jo ic in g  a t the g a th e r in g  in  o f  the h a rve sts , w h ile  th e  fe s ­
tiv ities o f  th e v e r n a l o r  s p r in g  e q u in o x  h a v e  been  p e r p e tu a te d  in  th e  
J e w ish  F e a s t  o f  th e  P a s s o v e r , o r  th e  S u n -G o d  p a ss in g  o v er  th e lin e , 
a n d  b y  the C h ristia n s  in th eir  G o o d  F r id a y  a n d  E a s te r  w h en  th e y  
w o rsh ip  the S u n  o n  the C ro ss , or th e S u n -G o d  c ro ssin g  th e  lin e  o f  
th e e q u a to r . T h e  a u tu m n a l e q u in o x  w a s ce le b ra te d  in  th e F e a s t  o f  
B a c c h u s  a n d  a lso  in  th e J e w ish  F e a s t  o f  th e  T a b e r n a c le s , a n d  o u r  
o w n  T h a n k s g iv in g  D a y  is b u t a m o d e r n  a d a p ta tio n  o f  th a t v e r y  
an cien t fe stiv a l.

A t  th e a u tu m n a l e q u in o x  th e  S u n  p asses o u t o f  th e  s ig n  V ir g o ,  
w hich is sy m b o lic a lly  re p re se n te d  b y  th e  v ir g in  h o ld in g  ears o f  m a ize  
o r  w h e a t, in to  L ib r a , w h ich  is re p re se n te d  b y  th e v irg in  w ith  th e  
scales. H e r e in  lies th e o r ig in  o f  th e  b e lie f  in  th e  v ir g in  b irth  o f  th e  
S u n -G o d  w h o, a t th e  g a th e r in g  in  o f  th e  h a rve sts  a n d  th e w e ig h in g  
a n d  m e a su rin g  o f  th e  c ro p s , a p p o r tio n e d  th e rew a rd s to  th e  la b o rers  
o f  th e  fie ld .

O r ig in a lly  a ll th ese  re lig io u s  fe a sts  a n d  cerem on ies w ere  p u re ly  
p a sto r a l an d  a stro n o m ic a l, a n d  th e y  serv ed  to  in je c t  a fla v o r  o f  r o ­
m a n c e  in to  th e fa r m in g , s to c k -r a is in g  a n d  a g r ic u ltu ra l p u rsu its , th u s  
s tim u la tin g  in terest in  a n d  e n d e a r in g  th ose  in d u stries  to  th e  m a sses , 
an d  in sp ir in g  a ll to  c h e e r fu lly  a d d  th eir  q u o ta  o f  la b o r  to  th ose  ta sk s  
u p o n  w hich th e h a rve sts  d e p e n d ed . T h o s e  w h o  b ro u g h t fo r th  m o st  
a b u n d a n tly  o f  th e  fru its  o f  th e  earth  w ere  th e  m o s t  h ig h ly  h on ored  
at th e fe s ta l p e rio d s , to w a rd s  w hich  a ll lo o k e d  fo r w a r d  an d  fo r  w h ich  
all w o rk ed  w ith  g r e a t  earn estn ess a n d  c o m m e n d a b le  r iv a lr y . B u t  
since th e real sig n ifica n ce  o f  th ese  “ p a g a n ”  h o ly  d a y s  has been  f o r ­
g o tte n , th e  ta sk s o f  th e fa r m e r  have lo st  m u c h  o f  th eir o ld -t im e  ch arm  
a n d  e n c h a n tm e n t, a n d  his services n o  lo n g e r  are accord ed  th e  r e c o g ­
n itio n  a n d  re sp e ct w h ich  w as th en  u n iv e r sa lly  g iv e n . S m a ll  w o n d e r  
th a t a c o n sta n tly  in c re a sin g  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th ose  raised  on  fa r m s  fo r ­
sake th e sam e fo r  th e  artific ia l g la m o u r  o f  c ity  life . M a y  th e g o d s  
h asten  th e d a y  w h en  m en  w ill re tu rn  to  a  h e a lth y  a p p re c ia tio n  o f  th e  
n a tu ra l a n d  e ssen tia l th in g s  an d  p a y  reveren ce  to  th e re a lly  g r e a t  
w o rk s o f  n a tu re , th e  m a je s t y  o f  th e  h eaven s, th e  rh y th m ic  m a rc h  o f  
th e  season s, a n d  th e  w o r th y  to il o f  th ose  w h ose la b o r  a lon e  p ro v id es  
th e g re a te st  essen tia ls o f  h u m a n  life .

W h o  k n o w s b u t th a t th e  p r e ss in g  p r o b le m  o f  th e in c re a sin g  cost  
o f  l iv in g  w o u ld  be q u ic k ly  so lved  b y  a  re v iv a l o f  th e essen tia l sp irit  
o f  th ose  m o st an cien t h o ly  d a y s?  A n d  w h ile  m e n tio n in g  h o ly  d a y s , 
it is n o t am iss to  n o te  th a t th e  w o rd s “ h o ly ”  an d  “ h e lio ”  are u n d o u b t­
e d ly  d eriv ed  fr o m  th e  sa m e  ro o t a n d  re fe r  to  th e  S u n ; th e  H o l y  
B ib le  b e in g  in r e a lity  th e  H e l io , o r  S u n -b o o k , a n d  a ll th e  an cien t  
h o ly  d a y s  w ere th e  g r e a t  S u n -d a y s , d a y s  sacred  to  th e  S u n  a n d  d e ­
vo ted  to  c e le b ra tin g  th e sta tion s  o f  his a n n u a l p r o g re ss io n .

O n  D e c e m b e r  2 2  o f  each y e a r  th e S u n  reach es the fa rth e st p o in t



o f sou th  d e c lin a tio n , w h ich  is k n o w n  as th e  T r o p ic  o f  C a p r ic o r n , th e  
s ig n  b e a r in g  th a t n a m e  b e g in n in g  a t th a t p o in t. T h e  S u n  a p p e a rs  
to  be d e la y e d  th ere b ecau se th e  o b tu se  a n g le  a t w h ich  he tu rn s  causes  
th ree d a y s  to  e la p se  b e fo re  it is p o ssib le  to  o b ta in  m e a su re m e n ts  in d i­
c a tin g  his a c tu a l re tu rn  m o tio n . ( N o t e  th e  a rro w  p o in tin g  o u t w in te r  
so lstice  in  th e d r a w in g .)  I t  is this v e r y  im p o r ta n t e v e n t w h ich  a ll 
re lig io n s  h a v e  a tte m p te d  to  ce le b ra te  in  th e  festiv itie s  u n iv e r sa lly  in ­
d u lg e d  in  a t this tim e  o f  th e  y e a r . W h e t h e r  it w a s  d e lib e ra te ly  d e ­
s ig n e d  b y  th e  p riests  in  o rd e r  to  b e tte r  h o ld  th e  m asses s u b je c t  o r  
w h eth er th e y  se rio u sly  b e liev ed  it th em se lve s is o f  s lig h t im p o rta n c e  
to  u s n o w , b u t th e  p e o p le s  o f  e a r ly  tim es w ere  ta u g h t  th a t th e  S u n  
w as b e in g  d r a g g e d  d o w n  in to  th e  in fe r n a l re g ion s  b y  th e  p o w e rs  o f  
d a rk n ess a n d  evil, a n d  th e y  w e re  u r g e d  to  p r a y  a n d  m a k e  sacrifices  
a n d  p a y  tr ib u te  to  h e lp  th e  S u n -G o d  in  th e fig h t  a g a in st his a d v e r ­
saries. W h e n  his tr iu m p h  w as a n n o u n ce d , th e  reb irth  o f  th e  S u n -  
G o d  d ec la re d , a n d  th e re tu rn  n o r th w a r d  a ssu red  a n o th e r  season  o f  
fr u itfu ln e ss  an d  p le n ty , th ere w as a season  o f  g e n e r a l r e jo ic in g .

T h e  th ree  d a y s  d u r in g  w h ich  th e S u n -G o d  a p p e a rs  s ta tio n a ry  at  
th e  T r o p ic  o f  C a p r ic o r n  r e a lly  c o rre sp o n d s w ith  th e  th ree  d a y s  th e  
S a v io r  is r e p u te d  to  h a v e  la in  in th e rich  m a n ’s to m b , a n d  as C a p r i­
c o r n  is th e re co g n ize d  s ig n  o f  “ b lu e  b lo o d , lea d ersh ip  a n d  a risto c ra c y ”  
it accord s w ith  th e a lle g o ric a l s to r y  o f  th e  d isp o sitio n  o f  J e s u s ’ b o d y . 
T h e  re su rrec tio n  o n  th e th ird  d a y  coin cid es w ith  th e b e g in n in g  o f  th e  
S u n -G o d ’s re tu rn  n o rth w a rd , a n d  his su b seq u en t a scen t in  th e  h e a v ­
en s w ith  th e  p ro m ise  o f  a n o th e r  s p r in g  a n d  su m m e r . H o w  th e  s y m ­
b o l o f  th e  b u ria l in  th e to m b  c a m e  to  b e  tr a n sp o se d  a n d  associated  
w ith  th e festiv itie s  c on n ected  w ith  th e v e rn a l e q u in o x  is a m a tte r  fo r



others to  d isco v er, th o u g h  it is re a lly  o f  s lig h t im p o rta n c e , becau se  
a ll ou r m o d e rn  fe a sts  a n d  fa sts  are b u t c o rru p tio n s  a n d  m e a n in g le ss  
im ita tio n s  o f  th e  su b lim e  cerem on ia ls  w h ich  in  an cien t tim es w ere  a 
sou rce o f  in sp ira tio n  an d  p o w e r  to  th e  so -c a lle d  h ea th en  a n d  p a g a n  
m a sses.

A s  he a p p ro a ch e s  th e T r o p ic  o f  C a p r ic o r n  th e S u n -G o d  passes  
th ro u g h  th e  s ig n  S a g itta r iu s , sy m b o liz e d  b y  th e C e n ta u r , o r  H o r s e -  
M a n , e n te r in g  C a p r ic o r n , w h ich  is sy m b o lize d  b y  the g o a t ;  th u s is 
th e  S u n -G o d  a n n u a lly  re b o rn  in  th e  stab le  a m o n g  th e  c a ttle . A t  
e x a c tly  m id n ig h t a t th e tim e  o f  th e  w in te r  so lstice , a t a ll la titu d e s  
b oth  n o rth  an d  so u th , th e  la st  d e g re e  o f  th e s ig n  o f  th e  C e lestia l  
V ir g in  p asses a b o v e  th e h o rizo n  a n d  is fo llo w e d  b y  L ib r a  w ith  th e  
scales, o r  b a la n ces, th u s d e p ic tin g  th e  v irg in  b irth  a n d  th e  S u n -G o d  
c o m in g  w ith  th e  scales to  ju d g e  th e  w o r ld ; a n d  as his e n tra n ce  in to  
th e  k in g ly  a n d  a risto cra tic  s ig n , C a p r ic o r n , c o rre sp o n d s w ith  his 
v ic to ry  o v e r  th e  p o w e rs  o f  d a rk n e ss , th ere arose  th e m y th s  o f  th e  
fe a r  an d  w ra th  o f  H e r o d  a n d  th e s la u g h te r  o f  th e  in n o ce n ts in  an  
e ffo r t  to  d e str o y  th e  n e w -b o r n  k in g .

B y  s tu d y in g  th e  w o n d e r fu l s y m b o lo g y  o f  th e an cien ts w e are  
b ro u g h t to  a p p re c ia te  s o m e th in g  o f  th e b eau ties o f  w h a t w a s on ce  a  
p o w e r fu l a n d  in s p ir in g  s y s te m  o f  u n iv ersa l w o rsh ip . T h e  astra l  
re lig io n s a n ted a te  b y  u n to ld  a g es a ll o th er sy ste m s o f  re lig io n , an d  
all th e m o r e  m o d e r n  sy ste m s h a v e  d r a w n  fr o m  th o se  o r ig in a l sources. 
A n  u n d e r sta n d in g  o f  a stra l s y m b o lo g y  lead s us to  v iew  th e  H e b r e w  
a n d  C h ristia n  sc r ip tu re s , a n d  a ll o th er  sacred  w rit in g s , as th e  c o m ­
p ila tio n s  o f  th e  m o s t  le a rn e d  m e n  o f  an cien t tim e s , in  w h ich  th ey  
a tte m p te d  to  c o n v e y  b y  fa b le , a lle g o r y  an d  sy m b o l th e  id eas c a lc u ­
la te d  to  in sp ire  in d u stry , m o r a lity  a n d  reveren ce  a m o n g  th e  m asses  
o f  th eir  tim e s . W h i l e  m a n y  o f  th e ir  fo r m s  a n d  m e th o d s o ffe n d  o u r  
p r e s e n t -d a y  id e a  o f  science, an d  e ve n  o f  m o r a lity , th e  a stra l k e y  
su p p lie s  a  ra tio n a l e x p la n a tio n  th a t reveals a sp ir it o f  b e a u ty , a d o ra ­
tio n  an d  w o rsh ip  w h ich  in  its o r ig in a l fo r m  in sp ire d  its d ev o tees w ith  
a re lig io u s zeal in  th e  p u rsu it  o f  th e  c o m m o n  ta sk s o f  l i fe  th a t n o n e  
o f  o u r  m o d e r n  re lig io u s  sy ste m s h a v e  sh ow n  th e  a b ility  to  a cc o m p lish .

A s ,  a t th e p e rio d  d escrib ed  as th e  a g e  o f  A d a m , th e v e rn a l e q u in ox  
a p p e a re d  in  L e o  a n d  w as a t th e  zen ith  a n d  th e r e fo r e  o b lig e d  to  reced e  
d o w n w a rd s , th u s p r e c ip ita tin g  th e a lle g e d  “ F a l l ”  o f  m a n , so it has  
n o w  ju s t  reach ed  th e  th re sh o ld  o f  th e  o p p o site  s ig n , A q u a r iu s , w h ich  
is at th e n a d ir  or lo w e r  p a r t  o f  th e g r e a t  circle o f  th e h e a v en s , so th a t  
th e  n e w  a g e  o r  e p o ch  w e are n o w  a b o u t e n te rin g  u p o n  w ill d ou b tless  
be re fe rre d  to  as th a t o f  th e  “ R is e ,”  o r  b e g in n in g  o f  th e a scen t o f  m a n .



TH E LODGE OF W ISDOM

By Charles Lazenby

E  so m etim e s h e a r  it a r g u e d  th a t th e M a h a tm a s , the  
M a s te r s  o f  W i s d o m , w e re  n o t h eard  o f  b e fo r e  th e  en d  
o f  th e n in etee n th  c e n tu r y . I t  is sa id  th a t th e y  w ere  an  
in v e n tio n  o f  M a d a m e  B la v a ts k y , th a t th e y  w ere  n o t  
b r o u g h t fo r w a r d  in  lite ra tu re  as au th orities  fo r  a n y  
u tte ra n c e  u n til th e  a d v e n t o f  th e p re se n t T h e o so p h ic a l  
S o c ie ty .

T h e s e  s ta te m e n ts  are w ith o u t a n y  fo u n d a tio n  in  fa c t . T h e  H in d u s  
h a v e  fo r  cen tu ries re c o g n iz e d  th e  M a h a tm a s  as l iv in g  m e n — g r e a t , 
p o w e r fu l, lo v in g , b u t  a p a r t  fr o m  th e  tu r m o il o f  h u m a n ity . T h e y  are  
c o n s ta n tly  r e fe rre d  to  in  th e  P y th a g o r e a n  lite ra tu re  o f  th e  la te r  p r e -  
C h ristia n  a n d  e arlie r  C h ristia n  cen tu ries. I n  th e  o ccu lt lite ra tu re  o f  
a ll a g es th e y  h a v e  been  con sid ered  as active  g u a rd ia n s  o f  w o r ld -  
m o v e m e n ts . I n  th e  p o p u la r  m in d  th e y  h ave  b een  v e n e ra te d  as g o d s  
in h u m a n  fo r m .

W h i l e  r e a d in g  a n  an cien t b o o k  w r itte n  b y  on e  o f  th e stu d e n ts  in  
th e  T e m p le  o f  th e  S u n  at H e lio p o lis , a  stu d e n t w h ose  n a m e  is p r o m i­
n en t in  th e  g r e a t  p riesth o o d  o f  th a t te m p le  a n d  w h o  w as c o n te m p o ­
r a r y  w ith  P a u l  in  th e C h ristia n  tra d itio n , I  cam e across a  v e r y  r e ­
m a r k a b le  c h a p te r  o n  th e  L o d g e  o f  W i s d o m . I  h a v e  ta k e n  it so m e ­
w h a t o u t o f  th e p io u s  a n d  c h u rch ly  g a r m e n ts  in  w h ich  th e a u th o r  w as  
o b lig e d  to  c lo th e  i t ;  in  its n u d ity  it is a b e a u tifu l p a g a n is m , a n d  th e  
p se u d o -sa n c tity  o f  th e c lo th in g  in w h ich  it w a s  w r a p p e d  is ill su ited  
to  its n a k e d  p e r fe c tio n .

O u r  a u th o r  sa y s th a t th e L o d g e  is th r e e fo ld : f ir s t ly , it is a  sacred  
O r d e r ; se c o n d ly , a  sc ie n ce ; th ir d ly , an  e n e r g y  in  th e w o rld .

A s  a  sacred  O r d e r , it m in isters  to  th e S p ir itu a l S u n — th a t E te r n a l  
L ig h t  w h ich , sh in in g  in  d a rk  p la c e s , d rives b e fo re  it th e sh ad ow s o f  
e a r th ly  e x isten ce  a n d  bath es th e life  o f  m a n  in S e lf -r e s p le n d e n c y . I n  
th is O r d e r  th e m in istra n ts  are  o f  d iffe r in g  d eg rees o f  in itia tio n  a n d  
illu m in a tio n .

A s  a science, it is th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  O n e  M a s te r , th e  L o r d  o f  
L i f e ,  th e  L o g o s  in  ou r o w n  h e a r t s ; a n d  o n ly  as each m a n  en ters in to  
th is k n o w le d g e  c an  he p r o g r e ss  in  the O r d e r . O n ly  as th e  S u p r e m e  
S u n  shines w ith in  an d  fo r th  fr o m  h im se lf, c an  he be sa id  to  g o  
E a s tw a r d .



A s  an  e n e r g y , it is th a t ever active  a n d  p e rse v e r in g  b ro th e rh o o d  o f  
h u m a n  serv a n ts w h o are b o rn  n o t o f  cerem on ies or e x te r n a l fo r m s  o f  
in itia tio n , n o t o f  p sy ch ic  ex p erien ce s  n o r  o f  selfish  a m b itio n s , b u t o f  
th e  lo v e  to  m a n k in d  a live  w ith in  th em . T h e s e  abide, c o n tin u a lly  
w o r k in g  a n d  s tr iv in g  to  aid  h u m a n ity  a n d  are , in  h u m a n  fo r m s , th e  
p e rso n ified  e n e r g y  o f  the L o r d  o f  E v o lu t io n  H im s e lf .

T h is  th re e fo ld  c o n ce p tio n  o f  th e L o d g e  is a  d ivin e a w aren ess, 
a h a rm o n io u s u n d e rsta n d in g  in  b ro th e rh o o d  a n d  a con tin u o u s e n e rg y  
p le d g e d  to  h u m a n  w e ll-b e in g . E a c h  sou l in  th e  O r d e r  is c o n d u cted  
to  th e illu m in a tio n  g r a n te d  to  its e lf  in w a r d ly  fr o m  th e D iv in e  L ig h t  
w h ich  shines in  e v e ry  m a n  c o m in g  in to  th e w o r ld . L o v e  is th e  o n ly  
L i g h t  lig h tin g  th e  ste p s o f  th e p ilg r im  in a ll th e  in itiation s o f  this  
W h i t e  L o d g e , th ro u g h  e v e ry  c h a n g e  o f  con sciou sn ess g iv in g  a  w id er  
v isio n  a n d  d eep er sp ir itu a l p o w e r ; hence it fo llo w s  th a t th e d ifferen ces  
in  ra n k  a m o n g  th e serv a n ts o f  m a n k in d  c o m p o s in g  th e  L o d g e  are  
n o t d ifferen ces im p o se d  u p o n  th e m  fr o m  w ith o u t, b u t are th e  re su lt  
o f  p e rso n a l lim ita tio n s o f  th eir o w n  m in d s , con crete  habits o f  th o u g h t  
w hich m a k e  fo r  se p a ra tio n  a n d  cast sh ad ow s in to  th e w o rld .

O u r  c om ra d e  o f  H e lio p o lis  says th a t a ll p r e ju d ic e s  a n d  p e rso n a l  
ideas w hich  lead  to  th e c o n d e m n a tio n  o f  ou r b ro th e r  m a n  are  to  be  
b ru sh ed  a s id e ; th a t w e m u s t  cease to  p r e ju d g e ;  th a t w e  m u s t  rid  
ou rselves o f  c a r p in g  critic ism  a n d  c o n d e m n a tio n  o f  a n y ; th a t th en —  
w h en  w e are w ith o u t p r e ju d ic e — L o v e , th e  tr u e  S u n , w ill shine  
th ro u g h  all ou r action s an d  th a t each m a n  w ill b ecom e p e r fe c t  in  his 
d ivin e  in itia tio n  in  e x a c t p r o p o r tio n  to  his u n v a r y in g  lik en ess to  th e  
g r e a t  L i fe -g iv e r  an d  P r e s e r v e r , th e S o v e r e ig n  S u n .

T h e  scop e , th en , o f  th e L o d g e  is to  b ecom e an o u ter  b o d y  g a th e r ­
in g  w ith in  itse lf  th e m e n  a n d  w o m e n  o f  th e race w h ose h ea rts  are  
L o v e  an d  w h o , in  th is u n ity  o f  d iv in e  p u rp o se — th e h e lp in g  fo r w a r d  
o f  h u m a n ity  in  e v o lu tio n — e x p re ss  th e o u tg o in g  e n e r g y  an d  q u ick ­
e n in g  p o w e r  o f  th a t S u n  o f  G o d  in w h ose  L ig h t  w e  live  a n d  m o v e  and  
h ave  ou r b e in g .

I t  is fo rb id d e n  th a t a n y  m e m b e r  o f  th is L o d g e  o f  h u m a n  h e lp e rs , 
o f  a n y  o f  th ese  in itia to rs in to  th e  m y ste rie s  o f  th e  D iv in e  L i f e  in  
th e  h ea rt o f  m a n , sh o u ld  ever u se  his p o w e r  to  fo rc e  an  id e a  u p o n  
th e  m in d  o f  a n o th er— th o u g h  he m a y  illu m in a te  it in  th e  b rillia n t  
su n lig h t o f  p u re  lo v e — fo r  p sy c h ic  p o w e rs  m u s t  n o t be u se d  to  fo rc e  
h o m e  a n y  c o n ce p tio n  an d  n o  in te r fe re n ce  w ith  th e fr e e -w ill o f  a n o th er  
m a n  is co u n te n a n c e d . T o  lo v e , to  serve , to  q u ick e n  th e in d iv id u a lity  
an d  sense o f  p e rso n a l re sp o n sib ility  th ro u g h  lo v e  is th e w o r k  o f  th e  
m e m b e rs  o f  th e L o d g e , an d  to  w a it th ro u g h  th e  cen tu ries, filled  w ith  
s y m p a th y  an d  p a tien ce , fo r  th e D iv in e  S u n  to  rise in th e  h e a rt o f  
e v e rv  m a n  o f  th e  race.

T h u s , w ere th e stu d e n ts  ta u g h t  in th e  T e m p le  o f  th e S u n  at H e l i ­
o p o lis  an d  s o :



Whoever mentions “ The Lodge” describes a certain altogether Holy 
Order, an image— among men— of the Divine Beauty, which performs 
the mysteries of the inner illumination in due order, with knowledge of the 
Sacred Science derived from the Supreme Initiator and which, in the 
life of the candidate, is assimilated as to the wisdom of the Inner Master 
of all so far as is permissible in the worlds of lower limitations.

E a c h  on e  ca lle d  in to  this L o d g e  fin d s his p e r fe c tio n  in  b e in g  in iti­
a ted  in to  th e D iv in e , b e c o m in g  maha atvna;  th a t is, g r e a t  in  sp ir itu a l  
p o w e r . E a c h  is in itia ted  a fte r  his o w n  p r o p e r  d e g re e  a cc o rd in g  to  
his o w n  id ea l o f  h u m a n  w e ll-b e in g  a n d  th e  a c tiv ity  he in fu se s  in to  
th e p r o je c t in g  o f  th a t id eal. I t  is b y  fo r m in g  an  id ea l in  lo v e  to  
h u m a n ity  th a t on e  g ro w s  c le a r -s ig h te d  to  h u m a n ity ’ s n eeds a n d  it is 
b y  w o r k in g  fo r  m a n k in d  as a  w h ole , w ith o u t th o u g h t o f  p e rso n a l r e ­
w a rd , th a t on e  b eco m es a fe llo w  w o rk er  w ith  a n d  in  th e D v iin e  L i f e  
a n d  o u tw a r d ly  a m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  th e L ig h t .

T h is  L o d g e  is a  B r o th e r h o o d  o f  th ose  w h o  h a v e  tr a v e le d  th e  m y stic  
r o a d  E a s tw a r d  a n d , h a v in g  arrived  at th e  S u n ’s g a te , h a v e  tu rn e d  
b a c k  to  b r in g  lig h t  to  th ose  still in  d a rk n ess. T u r n in g  b a c k , th e y  
h ave b e co m e  th e  c u sto d ian s o f  th e sacred  science w h ich  m a k e s  p e r fe c t  
th e h o ly  m e n  w h o are in itia ted  in to  th ese , th e  H ig h e r  M y s te r ie s .

T h u s  w ere  th e M a h a tm a s  describ ed  a lm o st tw o  th o u sa n d  y e a rs  a g o  
b y  a G r e e k  w h o  w a s an  E g y p t ia n  In it ia te . T h is  n o b le  id ea l w e  w ill  
d o  w e ll to  b ea r in  m in d  w h en  c o n sid e rin g  m a n y  sta te m e n ts  re g a r d in g  
th e  L o d g e  m a d e  in  th e  p rese n t tim e  o f  sp ir itu a l a ctiv ity .

ir®fr(Z5)!r@?)ir<nD!r®
A B ST R A C T S OF TH E LIVES OF ORION

B y C. Shuddemagen

f p f  N  th e m a g a z in e , The Theosophist, th ere  w as b e g u n  in  
l  | ^  A p r i l ,  1910, a lo n g  series o f  stories o f  th e lives o f  th ree  
Y v  I  j W  ch aracters w h o are in  in c a rn a tio n  to d a y . T h e y , w ith  
\^jl I  a b o u t on e  h u n d re d  a n d  s ix ty  o th er  ch aracters w h o

l I  f X l  o fte n  fig u r e  in th ese  v a rio u s  “ liv e s ,”  w ere  n a m e d  a fte r  
s^ars an(l  c on ste lla tio n s , G r e e k  an d  R o m a n  n a m e s an d  
e ve n  G r e e k  a n d  H e b r e w  lette rs  o f  th e  a lp h a b e t , in  o r ­

d er th a t th e y  m ig h t be id en tified  th ro u g h o u t th e  lo n g  list o f  in c a r ­
n a tion s in w h ich  th e y  fig u re d  as p erso n alities . T h ir t y  lives o f  A l ­
c y o n e , a u th o r o f  A t the Feet of the Master an d  Education as Service 
w ere  first d escrib ed , th e series c o n c lu d in g  w ith  th e F e b r u a r y , 1911, 
n u m b e r . T h e n  fo llo w e d  tw e n ty -fo u r  liv es o f  O r io n , b e g in n in g  w ith  
A p r i l ,  1911, an d  c o n c lu d in g  w ith  M a r c h , 1912; fin a lly , s ix te e n 'liv e s  o f



E r a t o  w ere  g iv e n , b e g in n in g  w ith  April, 1912, a n d  c o n c lu d in g  w ith  
N o v e m b e r , 1912.

T h e  p rese n t series o f  artic les  w ill con sist o f  g e n e a lo g ic a l ta b le s  or  
“ fa m ily  tr e e s”  m a d e  fr o m  th ose  sto ries , fr o m  w h ich  th e  re la tio n sh ip s  
o f  th e  v ariou s p e rso n a litie s  in  each li fe  can  be easily  seen , an d  b r ie f  
b u t com p reh en siv e  a b strac ts  o f  th e  even ts  w h ich  to o k  p la c e . I t  is 
believed  th a t th is w ill h e lp  g r e a t ly  to  m a k e  re a l to  s tu d e n ts  o f  k a rm a  
th e  e v e r -p r e se n t a c tu a lity  o f  its o p e ra tio n .

T h e  stories are th e  re su lt  o f  m a n y  p a in sta k in g  c la irv o y a n t re ­
search es carried  o n  ch iefly  b y  M r .  L e a d b e a te r  a n d  M r s .  B e s a n t  
th r o u g h o u t a n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s . T h e y  are g iv e n  as tr u e  stories to  
th o se  w h o  h ave  con fid en ce  in  th e  p o w e rs  o f  th e  tw o  g r e a t  o ccu ltists  
n a m e d . T o  th e  p u b lic  th e  stories m a y  b e  n o th in g  m o re  th a n  an  in ­
te r e stin g  n o v e l, b u t e ve n  th e n  o f  g r e a t  m o r a l v a lu e  as w e ll as o f  a b ­
so rb in g  in terest.

F r o m  th e  in tro d u c tio n  to  th e  Lives of Alcyone b y  th e  tw o  au th ors  
w e  select th e fo llo w in g  in fo r m a t io n :

“ I n  d e c id in g  th e  a ctu a l p la c e  o f  re b irth  th ree p r in c ip a l fa c to rs  
com e in to  p la y . F ir s t  a n d  g r e a te st  o f  a ll com es the in flu en ce  o f  th e  
la w  o f  e v o lu tio n . T h e  L o g o s  w ills  m a n ’s a d v a n c e m e n t, a n d  th a t W i l l  
e xe rts  u p o n  h im  a s te a d y  a n d  ceaseless p re ssu re . T h e  a ctio n  o f  th a t  
la w  ten d s a lw a y s  to  p la c e  a  m a n  in  such su rro u n d in g s  as are b est  
su ited  to  d e v e lo p  w h a te v e r  q u alities are la c k in g  in  h im , e n tir e ly  irre ­
sp e c tiv e  eith er o f  his lik es a n d  d islik es or o f  his d eserts. T h e  m a n  in  
his sh o rt-s ig h te d n e ss  o fte n  th in k s o f  such  a ctio n  as u n p le a sa n t an d  
e v e n  h ostile  to  his p r o g r e ss , fo r  he n a tu r a lly  desires su r ro u n d in g s  
w h ich  w ill g iv e  h im  th e o p p o r tu n ity  o f  d o in g  w h a t he c an  a lre a d y  d o  
w e ll, w h ereas th e  la w  te n d s ra th e r  to  p u t  h im  w h ere he w ill be c o m ­
p e lle d  to  le a rn  to  d o  th ose  th in g s  w h ich  as y e t  he c a n n o t d o— to  d e ­
v e lo p  th e q u alities  w h ich  at p re se n t he does n o t  p ossess.

“ T h e  secon d  fa c to r  w h ich  com es in to  p la y  in  d e c id in g  w h ere  a 
m a n  sh all be re b o rn  is his o w n  k a r m a — th e  re su lt  o f  his p a s t  action s. 
I f  u n c o n tro lle d , th e la w  o f  e v o lu tio n  w o u ld  g iv e  h im  th e  b est p o ssib le  
o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r  d e v e lo p m e n t , b u t his p a st liv es m a y  n o t h a v e  b een  
such as to  d eserve  th ose  o p p o r tu n itie s . F o r  th a t re a so n  it m a y  n o t  
be p o ssib le  to  g iv e  h im  th e  m o st su ita b le  p la c e , so he has to  p u t  u p  
w ith  th e  secon d  b est. T h e  e x a c titu d e  w ith  w h ich  a n y  p o ssib le  c o m ­
b in a tio n  o f  k a r m a  ex p re sses  its e lf  in  th e su rro u n d in g s  p r o v id e d  is 
m o s t m a r v e lo u s ; it is o fte n  e v id en t th a t n o  o th er p la c e  in  th e w h o le  
w o r ld  w o u ld  be so su ita b le  as th a t in w h ich  th e  m a n  fin d s h im se lf.

“ T h e  th ird  fa c to r  w h ich  in flu en ces th e  re b irth  o f  a  m a n  is an o th er  
v a r ia n t o f  his k a r m a — th e  lin k s w h ich  he has m a d e  w ith  o th er e g o s  
in  p rev io u s  liv es . A l l  th e  m in o r  g o o d  a n d  evil th a t w e  d o  g o es  in to  
a  g e n e ra l d eb it a n d  cred it a cc o u n t, a n d  is w o rk e d  o ff  im p e r s o n a lly ; 
b u t i f  w e  so a ffe c t  th e  li fe  o f  a n o th e r  as c o n sid e ra b ly  to  h e lp  or h in d er



his e v o lu tio n , w e  fo r m  a p e rso n a l tie  w ith  h im , w h ich  n ecessitates  
a n o th e r  m e e tin g  la te r , so m e tim e s m a n y  oth er m e e tin g s . U n se lfish  
lo v e  is on e  o f  th e  s tr o n g e st fo rc e s  in  th e w o r ld , an d  it d ra w s eg o s  
to g e th e r  a g a in  a n d  a g a in , th e r e b y  la r g e ly  m o d ify in g  fo r  th e  tim e  the  
a ction  o f  th e  fo rces o f  e v o lu tio n  a n d  o f  k a rm a . N o t  th a t a n y  m a n  
can  ever escap e  th e con seq u en ces o f  a n y th in g  th a t he has d o n e ; th e  
d eb t m u s t  in e v ita b ly  be p a id , b u t th e tim e  an d  th e con d itio n s are  o fte n  
m u c h  a lte re d  b y  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  th is w o n d e r fu l p o w e r  o f  s tr o n g  
a ffe c tio n .

“ I t  m u s t  be re m e m b e re d  th a t  th e d e e p e r  cau ses to o  o fte n  lie  o u t  
o f  s ig h t , a n d  th a t in  re c o rd in g  a l i fe -s t o r y  th ere is in e v ita b ly  to o  m u ch  
o f  a ctio n , to o  little  o f  th o u g h t a n d  fe e lin g . Y e t  th o u g h t a n d  fe e lin g  
are fa r  m o re  p o te n t as g e n e r a tin g  cau ses th a n  are  a ctio n s, f o r  actions  
are e m b o d im e n ts  o f  p a st th o u g h ts  a n d  fe e lin g s  m o re  th a n  g e n e ra to rs  
o f  th e  fu tu r e . T h e  m o tiv e  o f  th e  a ction  is m o re  fa r -r e a c h in g  th a n  th e  
a ctio n , y e t  it is o fte n  d e e p ly  h id d e n  w h ile  th e  a ctio n  saute aux yeux. 
D e s p ite  th is, m u c h  o f  th e w o r k in g s  o f  k a rm a  m a y  be le a r n e d  b y  a  
s tu d y  o f  a  series o f  l iv e s ; w e  see th e in terre la tio n s o f  in d iv id u a ls , th e  
re su lts  o f  ben efits a n d  in ju r ie s , th e  lin k s th a t d r a w  th e  e g o s  to g e th e r , 
th e  re p u lsio n s  th a t d rive  th e m  a p a rt , l ife  a n e r  life . W e  n o tice  th e  
ep o ch  in  w h ich  g r e a t  g r o u p s  o f  re la te d  e g o s  are fo r m e d , th eir  sc a t­
te r in g  fo r  cen tu ries , fo r  m ille n ia , th eir reu n ion s a n d  fre sh  sc a tte r ­
in g s . A n d  o u t o f  th e  w h ole  g r o w s  a sense o f  se cu rity , o f  a n  o v er­
r u lin g  g u id a n c e , o f  W i s d o m  th a t  p la n s , o f  P o w e r  th a t e x e c u te s , o f  
the c erta in  w o r k in g -o u t  o f  a  g r e a t  p u r p o se , o f  a g e n ts  ch o sen , te ste d , 
a c c e p te d  or d r o p p e d , o p p o r tu n itie s  o ffe re d , u tilize d , r e je c te d , o f  a  
su re o n w a rd  e v o lu tio n  a m id  c o m p le x ity  o f  ebbs a n d  flo w s. A  s in g le  
l i fe  is seen  in  p r o p o r tio n , p re c e d e d  a n d  succeeded  b y  m a n y  oth ers. 
A  fe e lin g  o f  s tr e n g th  a n d  d ig n ity  g r o w s  u p  w ith in  th e  re a d e r  as he  
th in k s, ‘ I  to o  h a v e  a  lo n g  p a s t  s tre tc h in g  beh in d  m e ; I  to o , a  v a st  
fu tu r e  str e tc h in g  in  f r o n t .’ T h e  tro u b le s  o f  th e  p re se n t lo se  th eir  
seriou sn ess w h en  seen in th e  l ig h t  o f  im m o r ta lity ; successes a n d  fa i l ­
ures b eco m e p a ss in g  in cid en ts in  a lo n g  p a n o r a m a ; b irth  a n d  death  
— h o w  o fte n  h ave  th e y  b e en  e x p e r ie n c e d !”

EXPLANATIONS FOR THE STUDY OF THE TABLES

A l l  n a m e s in  R o m a n  ty p e  d en o te  m a le  in c a r n a tio n s ; a ll ita lic  n am es  
are fe m a le  in c a rn a tio n s , o f  th e  ch aracters or e g o s  n a m e d . W h e n  a  
h y p h e n  jo in s  tw o  n a m e s it in d icates th e re la tio n  o f  m a rr ia g e . T o  th e  
r ig h t  o f  tw o  such n a m e s is g iv e n  a list o f  th e n a m es o f  th eir ch ild ren , 
sp a c e d  o ff  fr o m  o th er  fa m ilie s  b y  b races. T h e  m id d le  p o in t  o f  th e  
b ra ce  p o in ts  b ack  to  th e n a m e s o f  th e  p a re n ts . W h e n  p e rso n alitie s  
a p p e a r  w h ich  w e re  n o t re c o g n iz e d  as a m o n g  th e  list o f  ch aracters  
w h o  h ave  d efin ite  n a m e s, th e n  b ra c k e ts  e n c lo sin g  a  dash  are e m ­
p lo y e d ; here  a g a in , th e  u p r ig h t  b ra ck ets  m e a n  a m a le  in c a rn a tio n ,



an d  th e ita lic , or s la n tin g , b ra ck et d en otes a  fe m a le  in c a rn a tio n , o f  
th e  u n k n o w n  o r  u n n a m e d  e g o .

S o m e tim e s  w h en  a  series o f  n a m e s o f  ch ild ren  sh ou ld  be re p e a te d , 
th e y  are  o m itte d , a n d  in this case th e  w o rd s “ c f . a b o v e ”  o r  “ c f . b e lo w ”  
direct th e re a d e r ’s a tte n tio n  to  th e  fa c t .

T h e  b rack ets in  th e  title s  o f  th e  lives g iv e  th e  ro o t race  an d  th e  
su b -ra c e  in  w h ich  th e  hero o f  th e stories w as b o rn . F o r  th e  c o n v e n ­
ience o f  o u r  read ers w e  w ill g iv e  th eir  f u l l  n a m es h e r e :

R o o t  R a c e  I V : A t la n t e a n . S u b -r a c e s : 1 R m o a h a l ; 2  T l a v a t l i ; 
8  T o lt e c ; 4  T u r a n ia n ; 5  S e m ite ; 6 A k k a d ia n ; 7 M o n g o lia n .

R o o t  R a c e  V : A r y a n . S u b -r a c e s : 1 H i n d u ; 2  M e d ite r r a n e a n ; 
3  I r a n ia n ; 4  K e l t i c ;  5 T e u to n ic .

T h e  g r e a t  e g o s  w h ose  n a m e s  are g iv e n  in  c a p ita l le tte rs  are n o w  
M a s te r s  o f  th e W i s d o m , p e r fe c te d  m e n . T h e  g r e a t  re lig io u s  teach er  
w h o fo u n d e d  m a n y  an cien t re lig io n s  a n d  b e ca m e  a B u d d h a  in  H i s  
la st  h u m a n  in c a rn a tio n  is n a m e d  M a h a g u r u ; H i s  su ccessor, c a lle d  
th e  B o d h is a ttv a  in  e a stern  la n d s , w h o  is k n o w n  as th e  C h rist  in  
w e ste rn  co u n tries , is n a m e d  S u r y a .

A  d a g g e r  at th e  r ig h t o f  a  n a m e  m e a n s th a t th e  p e rso n  d ied  y o u n g ,  
an d  hen ce is lik e ly  to  take reb irth  m u c h  soon er th a n  o rd in a r ily , b e ­
cau se th ere  are n o t  so  m a n y  e xp erien ce s  to  assim ila te  in  th e  h e a v e n ly  
life .

V e r tic a ls  o r  sla n ts  b e tw e e n  tw o  n a m e s  m e a n  th a t th ere  w as so m e  
love  a ffa ir  b e tw e e n  th e  p e rso n s , b u t n o  m a rr ia g e .

INTRODUCTION

T h e  hero  o f  th e p re se n t a b strac ts  is an  e g o  o f  a t y p e  so m ew h a t  
d iffe re n t fr o m  th a t o f  A lc y o n e . T h e  la tte r  is ra th er o f  a  q u iet, r e ­
flective  c h a ra cter , as w o u ld  be e x p e c te d  in on e  w h o  ta k es in c a rn a tion  
in  I n d ia  a b o u t tw e n ty  tim es o u t o f  th ir ty . O r io n  is m o re  active  an d  
his life -c o u rse  is a  p e c u lia r ly  s to r m y  o n e ; in  m a n y  cases v e r y  d rastic  
k a r m a  is w r o u g h t o u t , le a v in g  th e e g o  o fte n  e n tir e ly  fr e e  fr o m  som e  
fa u lt  w h ich  h a d  le d  h im  in to  tro u b le . T h e  tw o  ch aracters th u s fo r m  
a n  in te re stin g  c o n tra st o f  d iffe re n t w a y s  to  th e fe e t o f  th e  M a s te r .  
T h e  p a th  th a t A lc y o n e  fo llo w s  m ig h t  b e  ca lled  th a t o f  lo v e  an d  w is ­
d o m ; w h ile  th a t o f  O r io n  is th a t o f  lo v e  an d  a ction .

T h e r e  are tw o  d iffe re n t g r o u p s  o f  ch aracters w hich p la y  in to  th e  
lives o f  O r io n : o n e  is th a t o f  th e  se rv ers, th ose  w h o b r in g  th e  best o f  
in flu en ces in to  his l i f e ;  th e  o th er is th a t o f  th e  p le a su re -see k e rs , w h o  
o fte n  lea d  h im  in to  tro u b le  a n d  d ifficu lty . H e  is b orn  in th e  fo r m e r  
g r o u p  to  be str e n g th e n e d , in  th e seco n d  to  b e  te ste d . O r io n  is f r e ­
q u e n tly  fo u n d  in  su r ro u n d in g s  w h ich  d o  n o t p r o p e r ly  b e lo n g  to  an  
e g o  o f  his d e v e lo p m e n t ; th ese  are e v id e n tly  k a rm ic  se t-b a ck s  b ro u g h t  
a b o u t b y  his lives p r e c e d in g  th ose  w h ich  are describ ed  h e r e ; th e  first  
(a  H a w a iia n  in c a rn a tio n ) is a  n o ta b le  in stan ce  in  th is c on n ection .



LIFE i. H a w a ii . B. 23,875 B. C. A ge 60. (R.R. 4, S.R. 2)

C Orion-Cancer Cygnus
Alastor-Eta 4

Orion- ( ------ )

Gamma | Cancer 

Epsilon Zeta

Alastor: medicine-man and higli-priest; uses poison to increase efficacy of magic;
very vindictive; is banished by old king.

Orion: fond of sea; is initiated into priesthood; not good to companions; terrorises 
them into subjection; falls in love with Cancer, the betrothed of his friend Gamma; 
secures her for his wife by threats; becomes high-priest; causes wife to be poisoned; 
is very arrogant and cruel; distinctly shrewd; able to see the right, but accepts bribes 
for legal decisions; loves son Cygnus; amasses wealth; acquires power; has mesmeric 
powers; uses fraudulent phenomena; his magic fails to prevent invasion; loses prestige; 
is deposed by new king; stabbed by Epsilon, the lover of Zeta, a sensitive girl, made 
insane by threats and magic of Orion.

LIFE 2. M adagascar. B. 22,978 B. C. Aĝ  57. (R.R. 4, S.R. 2)

Alastor-f------ )  Orion j Cygnus

Gam m a- (------ ) (------ ) - ( -------)  Epsilon

O rion- (------ ) (------ )

Zeta

Alastor: celebrated hunter; indifferent to Orion.
Gamma: jealous and vindictive; cruel to Orion.
Orion: good-looking and attractive; falls in love with Cygnus; is sold by father to 

an older man, who had an older wife, Gamma; her husband becomes indifferent to Orion; 
falls in love with Zeta, but is disappointed and ill-treats Orion; she has love-affair with 
Cygnus, which is betrayed by Gamma; Cygnus is mutilated and thrown to octopus; 
youngest child of Orion is thrown into fire; is degraded to slavery in husband’s house 
for twenty years; nourishes hatred toward husband and Gamma; throws Gamma’s beloved 
grandson into fire; is tied near hill of driver ants, who slowly eat her piece-meal.

LIFE 3. M alacca . B. 22,208 B. C. A ge 56. (R.R. 4, S.R. 7)

Orion

Zeta

Orion: daughter of trader and ship-owner; timid, shrinking little, thing, delicate, thin 
and pale, with overwhelming horror of .all creeping things, and a great fear of fire; hys­



terical, has nightmare-dreams of past life; is treated by witch-doctor’s mesmerism and 
drugs; grows much better; marries and has two children; Zeta, son of witch-doctor, con­
ceives passion for her, but she dislikes, fears and resists him; Zeta’s threats and the 
falling of eldest child into fire bring back old nightmares; prophesies during quiet in­
tervals; suffers long mentally; throws herself into bonfire and perislies.

LIKE 4. South India. B. 21,540 B. C. Aon 36 (R.R. 4, S.R.l)

Iota 

Kappa 

f  Orion
lEgeria

Theodoros-Onow Cygnus 

Theodoros-6------ )  Sigma

Orion: remarkably good-looking; clever in gaining whatever desired, but unscrupulous 
as to methods; learned to read and write; loves brother Egeria very much, but loves 
power more; rejects with scorn the love of several suitors; becomes attendant and confi­
dante of Iota, daughter of a noble Tamil lady; accompanies lota, who is to be married 
to King Theodoros; stabs Iota and one attendant, removes bodies with help of Kappa, 
the third attendant; plays the part of bride herself, and is married to Theodoros; has 
several children; loves eldest son Cygnus very much; king marries second wife; is black­
mailed by Kappa’s husband, who knows of murders; is imprisoned and condemned to 
death; invokes aid of Atlantean magician, who magnetised Iota’s large emerald; takes 
poison and is introduced into child-body of Sigma, six years old.

Theodoros: fond of hunting and cares more for his pleasures than for administering 
with justice the affairs of his kingdom.

LIFE 5. South India. B. 21,504 B. C. A ge 48. (R.R. 4, S.R. 2)

See also Life 3 of Alcyone

Orion- Leo
(body of Sigma)

'Alcyone
Albireo
Theseus
Beatrix

Orion (in body of Sigma): slowdy gains control over new body; grows up and is married 
to Leo, crown prince of neighboring kingdom; retains perfect memory of past life; domi­
nates her husband by power of emerald; dictates policy of country; is involved in war 
with trvo countries; asks aid from Atlantean power, which is given, but at cost of inde­
pendence of country; suffers from some internal disease and wastes away; again appeals 
to master of emerald; is directed to take body of own daughter Theseus, whom she loves 
dearly; after much hesitation and increased suffering she drowns Theseus and herself; 
is brought back to life again in body of Theseus, ten years old.



Dramatis

(MAHAGURU) 
JUPITER-f------ )

MERCURY-E%sses

Leo-Orion
(body of Sigma) 

H Glaucus

sAleph

Personae: Life 3  of A lcyone and Lives 5 and 6 o f Orion

MARS

Castor 
Siwa 
Taurus 
Draco 
Argus 

j Calypso

'Vajra -Dorado 
Aletheia -Phoenix

URANUS-Vegra

Hector-Selerce

Alcyon e-Herakles Pindar
Criur-Telemachus

Mizar- Achilles

Fides-Ophiuchus

t Pomona 
Virgo

f  Ajax
I BRHASPATI 

J VENUS 
NEPTUNE 
Rigel

Aurora 
Bellatrix 
Algol 
Pegasus 
Viola 

f  Daleth 
1Beth

Orpheus 
Polaris 

■< Olympia 
Sagittarius 
Aquarius

Tolosa 
J Berenice 

Iphigenia 
„Soma

Albireo-Helios

Theseus (Orion) - 
(body) (ego) 

Sirius

BeatrixV

Cenfawnns-Tiphys f Iris
-s Proserpina 
l  Clio

^Aehilles-Mtzar cf. above
Aldebaran-Gamma

' Libra 
Minerva 
Calliope 

JParthenope
Mira
Vepo-URANUS

^Setene-Hector cf. above

Vesta-Lomia

Pollux-Gammct

Gimel-r------ ) Shms-Thesevs



LIFE 6. South I ndia. B. 21,456 B. C. A ge 64. (R.R. 4, S.R. 2)

See also Life 3 of Alcyone

MERCURY

Orion- Sirius
(body of Theseus)

Helios

Orion (in body of Theseus): only gradually becomes used to new body; is very impul­
sive; thinks only of herself; people, discontented, rebel, defeat and kill King Eeo in 
battle; Toltee power suppresses rebellion; Orion flirts with Atlantean officer; lays plans 
to ensnare new governor, Sirius; falls desperately in love with him; becomes natural; 
is married to Sirius; repents of former actions; goes to spiritual teacher, Mercury, and 
tells her story; throws emerald into sea, tells husband everything, leaves him and six 
children and lives in cave as ascetic until death twenty years later; is troubled greatly 
by magician of emerald, but finally shakes off this influence; is congratulated by Mercury, 
who gives message from some greater person that after eliminating many weaknesses at 
cost of much suffering, and acquiring many powers, when after the storm the flower of 
her soul should unfold, “she should become a Master-builder in the Temple, and through 
her the world would rejoice.”

Sirius: rather serious man of strong principles and religious feeling; has decided opin­
ions about truth and straight-forwardness; is apt to be scornful and contemptuous of 
those who failed in those virtues; refuses Orion’s request that he should marry her 
friend Helios, but accepts her as foster-mother to his children; visits Orion once a month; 
resigns governorship at death of Orion and returns to Atlantis with Alcyone.

LIFE 7. Bactria. B. 19,617 B. C. A ge 71. (R.R. 4, S.R. 4)

See also Life 5 of Alcyone

{Achilles 
Orion-Cygmis 
Egeria

Mu

 ̂Vesta-Aldebaran 
Bcllatrix 

| Parthenope 
Rigel

Mira-Selene

Sirius 
Alcyone 

-< Ajax 
Vega 
Mizar

Lomia: proud of family traditions; bitterly discontented at lack of means.
Helios: sympathises with husband’s desires, but preaches patience and contentment.
Achilles: enters eagerly into father’s schemes; is appointed chief of a colony in China; 

manages affairs very ably.
Orion: changes to male sex; son of wealthy parents; receives some education; at eigh­

teen marries. Cygnus, a nice girl; ambitious, but has nothing to do; is told of buried 
treasure by Mu; starts out to find it with a few' men; is captured by fierce nomad tribe; 
has twelve years of great suffering; is rescued by Bellatrix; guides party of Bellatrix to 
treasure, which is safely carried home; moves with family to southern China; is devoted 
to grandson Sirius, and tells him many stories of his experiences in the robber tribe.

Bellatrix: courageous; intuitive; resourceful; has great determination; spends two years 
of danger in search for father; learns language of robber tribe.



IT  w as c ircu s d a y ! M a n y  sm a ll h earts  w ere  b e a t­
in g  in e a g e r  a n tic ip a tio n  a n d  a stir  o f  e x c ite m e n t  
se em e d  to  fill the air. F o r  th e first tim e  in  his 

sh ort life  o f  s ix  yea rs M a r s h a ll  w a s  g o in g  to  th e cir­
cus. H i s  m o th e r  h ad  fin a lly  co n sen te d  to  his g o in g  
w ith  an  u n cle  a n d  sm a ll c o u s in ; a n d  th e y  sta rte d  a w a y  
in  h ig h  g le e .

D u r in g  th e a fte r n o o n  M a r s h a l l ’s m o th e r  th o u g h t  
m a n y  tim es o f  th e  litt le  b o y  a n d  w o n d e re d  i f  she had  
b een  w ise  in  t r y in g  th e  e x p e r im e n t , fo r  she d id  n o t  
a p p r o v e  o f  cro w d s an d  n oise— a n d  M a r s h a ll  w as a  
h ig h ly -s tr u n g , sen sitive  child . T h is  y o u n g  m o th e r  w as  
t r y in g  to  re m e m b e r  th a t her c h ild ren  w e re  hers to  
g u id e  an d  te a ch , n o t to  p o ssess , a n d  w h en  M a r s h a ll  

co u ld  n o t  u n d e rsta n d  w h y  he sh ou ld  n o t g o  to  th e  c ircu s, she decid ed  
to  see i f  e ve n  his b a b y  m in d  c o u ld  g r a s p  th e  lesso n  th r o u g h  exp erien ce , 
th e  g r e a t  teach er.

A t  six  o ’c lock  M a r s h a ll  b u rst in to  th e  h ou se, s la m m in g  th e  d oor, 
a n d  w ith o u t a n y  o f  his u su a l c o u rte sy  b e g a n  ta lk in g  in  a n  e xc ite d , 
irrita b le  w a y .

“ N o w , m o th e r , th is is m y  b a llo o n  a n d  b a b y  sister c a n ’t  h a v e  it, so  
d o n ’t y o u  a sk  m e  to  g iv e  it to  h e r .”

T h e  w ise  m o th e r  said  n o th in g , b u t le t h im  g o  on  an d  o n , fo r  she 
k n ew  it w a s  th e  o n ly  re lie f  fo r  his o v e r w ro u g h t n erv es. F in a lly  she  
sa id , v e r y  q u ie t ly : “ D e a r ie , n o  one w ill a sk  y o u  to  g iv e  B e t t y  y o u r
b a llo o n , b u t I  a m  d isa p p o in te d  in  y o u . W h e n  I  sa w  y o u  c o m in g  I



thought y o u  had brou ght it to B e tty , because she was so sw eet and  
did not even ask to g o  w ith you . I  am  sorry I  was m istaken. D id  
you like the circus?”

“ N o , I  didn’t. T h ere  w ere so m a n y  people, it w as so hot, and I  
ju s t  w ou ld n ’t look at the u g ly  clow ns.”

T h e  m other sm iled, fo r  she knew  that the love o f the beautiful 
was so stron g in the child that his whole nature had been outraged  
by the grotesque.

“ W h a t  did y ou  like, dear?”  she asked.
“ I  liked the anim als. O h , I  am  so tired— and B e tty  can ’t even  

p lay  w ith m y  balloon .”  A n d  once again  the cryin g  began .
“ A l l  right, son. I  see y ou  do not w ant to be a K n ig h t  o f  the 

R o u n d  T a b le ,”  his m other said. “ P lease  g o  over to the store fo r  me  
and y ou  w ill feel better when y o u  com e b ack .”

M a rsh a ll reluctantly  le ft  the balloon fastened to  a stick on the 
table and started o ff, still saying , “ B e tty  m ust not touch it .”

B e tty , w ho w as a dear little  b lue-eyed girl o f  three years, had  
been spend ing an hour at her gran d m oth er’s house n e x t door, and  
ju s t  then she cam e hom e. S eein g  the balloon floatin g  above the table  
she ran to get it, cry in g  in a h a p p y  voice, “ O h , m other, did M arsh all  
brin g m e this?”

“ Y o u  m a y  p la y  w ith it, darling, if  you  lik e ,”  said her m other, 
hardly  kn ow ing w hat to say, and B e tty  ran dan cin g around the room , 
the balloon g a ily  fo llo w in g  her. T h e n  a shadow  crossed the baby face  
and, la y in g  the p la y th in g  on the table, she sa id : “ I f  it isn ’t  for  m e  
I  don ’t  w an t to  p la y  w ith it, m oth er.”

A  great thought cam e to  the m other ju s t  then. She hesitated, 
w ondering if  she w ould  dare to test so sm all a boy in that w ay . T h en  
she rem em bered that M a rsh a ll’s one great desire w as to  becom e a 
kn ight and she decided to try  it, especially as her m oth er’s heart had  
already to ld  her that in his heart o f  hearts M a rsh a ll had really  in­
tended the balloon fo r  his little  sister. S o  she gave the balloon to  
B e tty , sa y in g :

“ M a rsh a ll brou ght this fo r  you , dearie, because you w ere so sweet 
and stayed at hom e this afternoon . W h e n  he com es in, you  thank  
him and tell him he is a little kn ight fo r  being so good  to y o u .”

“ O h , I  w ill, m oth er,”  and the dear little face w as bright with  
jo y  to  think the m uch-loved  brother had not fo rg o tten  her.

T h e  m oth er’s heart alm ost stood still w hen M a rsh a ll opened the 
door and saw  the precious treasure in B e tty ’s hand. H a d  she m ade a 
m istake? W o u ld  he rise to the test?

T h e  baby g irl, all unconscious o f  w hat w as ta k in g  place, ran to  
him  and, th row in g her arm s around him , sa id :

“ T h a n k  you , M arsh a ll, fo r  brin gin g  me this. O h , thank you . 
Y o u  are a little k n ig h t.”



M a rsh a ll looked fro m  the balloon to his m oth er’s face, and she 
understood that he knew  w hat she had done.

“ Y o u  are w elcom e, B e tty ,”  he stam m ered and, p u ttin g  dow n the 
basket he had been carryin g , w ent out on the porch and shut the door.

W it h  a heart alm ost bu rsting, the m other w atched him  through  
the w indow . H e  picked up a bucket, then p u t it dow n in another 
p la ce ; he m oved every m ovable article on the porch while try in g  to  
gain  control o f  h im self— the old  story o f having to  do som ething, 
anything, ju s t  to be active while figh tin g  the self. F in a lly  he cam e  
in, w ent quietly to  the dinner table, and not a w ord w as said about 
the balloon. O h , how  that m other heart sw elled w ith love and pride  
to know  she had not been m istaken in her child!

T h a t evening, w hen “ g o o d  n igh ts” - w ere being spoken, la y in g  her 
hand on his sunny curls, she sa id :

“ M a y  the M a ste r  bless m y  little k n ig h t.”
T h ro w in g  his arm s about her neck, the sweet voice w h isp ered : 
“ M o th e r , B e tty  m ust never k n o w !”

Dear Child: I condole with you. We have lost a most dear and valued relation, 
but it is the will o f God and Nature that these mortal bodies be laid aside when the 
soul is to enter into real life. ’Tis rather an embryo state, a preparation for living; 
a man is not completely born until he is dead. Why, then, should we grieve that 
a new child is born among the immortals, a new member added to their happy so­
ciety? We are spirits. That bodies should be lent us while they can aiford us 
pleasure, assist us in acquiring knowledge or doing good to our fellow creatures, is 
a kind and benevolent act of God. When they become unfit for these purposes and 
afford us pain instead of pleasure, instead of an aid become an incumbrance, and 
answer none of the intentions for which they were given, it is equally kind and 
benevolent that a way is provided by which we may get rid of them. Death is that 
way. We ourselves prudently choose a partial death. In some cases a mangled, 
painful limb which cannot be restored we willingly cut off. He who plucks out a 
tooth parts with it freely, since the pain goes with it; and he that quits the whole 
body parts at once with all pains and possibilities of pains and diseases it was liable 
to, or capable of making him suffer. Our friend and we are invited abroad on a 
party of pleasure that is to last forever. His chair was first ready and he has gone 
before us. We could not all conveniently start together, and why should you and I 
be grieved at this, since we are sure to follow and we know where to find them? 
Adieu. Benjamin Franklin.

Written May 12, 1790.



A N  A D V E N T U R E  W I T H  A N  A L L I G A T O R

Adapted from “ Rents in the Veil of Time”

By Betelgueuse

SI R I U S  was a brow n-skinned lad  w ho, m a n y  thousands o f years 
ago, lived near the G u lf  o f  M ex ic o . W h e n  he was very  you n g  
his parents took  him to  a neighboring city to  witness the baptism  

o f a little girl who was the child o f  w ealthy people. T h is  little  g irl, 
A lcyon e b y  nam e, was such a dear baby that Sirius then and there be­
g a n  to  love her very  m uch and declared that w hen he g rew  u p  he 
w ould surely m arry  her.

A s  he grew  older he rem em bered A lc y o n e  and used to visit her 
whenever he was able to do so. A s  he and A lc y o n e  lived on o p p o ­

site sides o f  a river, he 
was obliged to cross this 
in order to see his sw eet­
heart. O nce he brought 
her a stick o f  sugar-cane  
as a g ift  and the tw o ate 
it together, since A l ­
cyone insisted u p on  shar­
in g  the sw eet w ith her 
lover.

Sirius w as a poor boy  
and could not o ften  afford to use the ferry , bu t this did not prevent

t



him  fro m  seeing A lc y o n e  daily , fo r  he m an aged  to  sw im  across the 
river in spite o f  the fact that it was alm ost a m ile wide and the cur­
rent v ery  sw ift and dangerous. B esides the dangers o f  the stream , 
he ran the risk o f  being caught by  alligators, the river being infested  
by these brutes fo r  m iles around. In d e e d  Sirius had him self several 
tim es caught sight o f  the m onsters, and v ery  w isely carried a sharp  
kn ife on all his excursions across the river.

O n e  day , arm ed as usual against possible attack, he set out fo r  the 
river. H e  p lu n ged  into the cool w ater and began  in a leisurely  
fashion to sw im  tow ards the opposite bank. A lc y o n e  w as on the look ­
out fo r  him  and, as he neared the shore on which she was sitting, he 
could see the flutter o f  her white dress. S u d d en ly  he saw her spring  
quickly to her feet and point w ild ly  at the w ater behind him . H e  
heard her scream s, but the rush o f the w ater prevented him  fro m  
catching the w ords. H e  turned quickly and looked in the direction  
tow ards which she w as poin ting. N o t  fa r  aw ay he saw a black ob­
je c t  which was m o v in g  sw iftly  tow ards him . Sirius had no difficulty  
in recogn izing the black o b jec t as the head o f an a lligator, and he 
knew  him self to be in serious danger. T h e  creature was com in g at 
him  w ith great speed fo r , clu m sy though it m igh t be on land , in the  
w ater it was able to m ove w ith considerable rapidity .

W it h  a sw ift g lance over his shoulder tow ards the shore, Sirius as­
sured him self that it w ould be hopeless to  attem pt to reach it. T here

w as nothin g fo r  it but to  tr y  to  disable the creature w ith his kn ife , 
and accordingly he drew  it fro m  the belt o f  his tunic. T h e  anim al 
cam e with a rush, but Sirius, w ho was a stron g  and splendid sw im m er, 
dove beneath the surface o f the w ater and, com ing u p  under the alli­
g a to r , contrived to stab it under one o f its forelegs. H e  was obliged  
to retreat quickly and so was not able to recover the knife.

T h e  a lligator, m addened by  the pain, tried desperately to reach its 
enem y, but the w ounded leg  prevented it fro m  doing m uch m ore than  
thrash helplessly about in the w ater. Sirius was h alf-b lin d ed  by the 
spray  throw n up by  the m onster’s stru ggles, and several tim es he



only  narrow ly escaped being struck b y  its lo n g  tail as the anim al 
plu n ged  a b o u t; bu t, thanks to his cleverness at diving, he w as enabled  
to escape in ju ry  and a fter a few  desperate attem pts finally  m anaged  
to reach the shore in safety .

T H E  S W E E T  P E A  M A I D S

B y “ Lotus”

TH E  sw eet peas are quarreling and b ob b in g ; 
See how  th ey ’re trem blin g  and sobbin g; 

T h e  reason, I ’ll say,
W h y  on this lov ely  day  

A n g r y  sweet peas in  grou p s are hobn obbin g :

I t  was only  this m orn in g at nine,
W h e n  a bu tterfly  g o ld  cam e to dine 

I n  the garden below ,
N e a r  the bright sweet pea row ,

S eein g  there all the fa ir sisters shine.

T h e  insect w as partial to  pink,
W h ic h  led him  to say, “ W e l l ,  I  think  

T h is one is so fair  
I  feel I  shall dare 

T o  kiss her sw eet face all aw ink .”

A h  m e ! T h e n  arose en vy  so re ;
T h e  sweet peas were frien d ly  no m ore, 

F o r  each one w as sure 
T h a t her bonnet dem ure  

W a s  the fairest in all that fair store.

T h eir m other, D a m e  N a tu re , heard them  call, 
F r o m  their heads caused their bonnets to fa l l ;

A n d  each sweet pea m aid  
In  plain  green w as arrayed,

A n d  they drooped their sham ed heads, one and all.
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CLIPPINSS and G Q M /^N TS

M A G IC IA N  O F F L O R IC U L T U R E

As Luther Burbank has been called the Wizard of Horticulture, so with 
truthful application could Mrs. Theodosia Burr Shepherd of Ventura, California, 
have borne gracefully the title of Magician of Floriculture. She gave thirty years of 
unremitting and loving service to the soul-inspiring expressions of God’s beauty 
manifested in the exquisite perfume, form and coloring of flowers. Much has beep 
written of this courageous pioneer and of her bringing strange and beautiful plants 
from Mexico and from all quarters of the world to this benign soil of Southern 
California.

When Mrs. Shepherd was called from her labors by the Great Gardener, her 
mantle fell fittingly upon the shoulders of her daughter, Mrs. Myrtle Shepherd 
Francis. She today ranks first in the world as a specialist in petunias, a flower which 
has had already many cultivators both in America and in Europe. But Mrs. Francis 
is one who has brought to this line of evolution of life and form in the vegetable 
kingdom the knowledge of the power of love and its effect on plant life, and thus 
verily does she spiritualize the buds and blossoms.

A French plant-breeder visited her field of flowers a few weeks ago and when 
he had noted every plant and every fresh indication, he said: “ Madame, in Europe
we have nothing to offer to compete with this.”  She answered: “ Would you like
one to tell you why? It is because you give this most delicate work to rough-handed 
laborers. One must have imagination, a sensitive understanding, a delicate hand 
and, above all, love for these tender things. I think it is a woman’s work.”  She 
says that in the field of the imagination are all possible flowers, and that in this you 
see the probable ancestress of a new type.

A W O M A N  O F V ISIO N

Dr. Carson says: “ Intellectually and morally a woman’s college in the West
must be upon broad foundations, for it has unusual opportunities for training women 
for the larger service required of them in this great western commonwealth. Unlike 
the colleges of an older civilization, it is not bound by tradition and must prepare 
for a larger social and political life than was ever dreamed possible in the past. 
Woman in the home has ever been the conserver of health, the promoter of comfort, 
the divider of the loaf and the missionary of beauty. She must perform these offices 
for the state as for the home. To prepare her for these enlarged duties, courses of 
study should follow these four main lines. Along with the intellectual training must 
go the developing and deepening of the spiritual nature, which is the highest function 
of a woman’s college. And thus ‘Greater Mills College’ will interpret to a new 
generation its motto: Pro Christo et Mundo.”

Is there something in the atmosphere in this western rim of the continent, this 
Golden State of California, which inspires and leads many to “ dare follow the star- 
blazed road, dare follow the vision” ? We learn that Dr. Luella Clay Carson, 
president of Mills College, California, is “ a Woman of Vision.”



This institution is the only woman’s college on the Pacific Coast, having been 
founded many decades ago, and is the Alma Mater of many clever women who have 
won distinction in the world. Dr. Carson was at one time a pupil of Mills, little 
dreaming that at some future period she would be its president, guarding its destiny 
“ with a vision forpts future which its founder never pictured in his most prophetic 
moments” . Her ideals for “ The Greater Mills College”  have been endorsed by 
prominent and wealthy Californians and her dream is to come true.

C H U R C H  A T T E N D A N C E  D A Y
When a large concourse of people come together, uniting in a demonstration of 

humanitarian or religious fervor, it is certain that the opportunity is never over­
looked by the Great Ones who watch and help humanity.

We can readily conceive of such a spiritual outpouring on the first Sunday in 
November, when all latent religion was roused into life in Denver and thousands of 
people participated in the awakening. It was called “ Church Attendance Day” and 
was staged by members of the Ministerial Alliance. Special music was arranged 
and over two thousand voices were raised in song in Denver choirs. One hundred 
and fifty pastors worked for a month in advertising the event. One hundred thousand 
invitations were scattered broadcast. Street cars carried announcements of the day. 
The man of the “ movies”  was on hand to take motion pictures of Denver church-going 
throngs; hundreds of feet of film were given the task of recording the religion-bent 
multitude, and these pictures will be shown throughout the United States. It is 
stated that over six thousand dollars were found in the collection boxes on that 
occasion. Such a remarkable demonstration is a credit and an inestimable benefit to 
Denver, and shows the existence of a fine spirit of brotherhood in the Queen City of 
the Rockies.

F O R C IN G  T H E  M E M O R Y  B A C K
The question is often put to Theosophists: “ I f  reincarnation be a fact, why do

we not remember our past lives?”  Theosophy has replied, in substance: “ Many do
—-and all may. It is a question of development.”

Now science comes to the front and seeks by scientific means to force the memory 
backward through past incarnations. Sir Oliver Lodge has hinted at unlimited possi­
bilities in psychical research which at a certain point may reveal in the odic light, in 
the reflecting ether, scenes from the distant past. One of the foremost investigators 
along these lines is the famous savant, Colonel de Rochas, who pursues the hypnotic 
method in forcing the memory to reveal past lives. One of his experiments is note­
worthy.

A girl of eighteen under mesmeric power recalls her preceding life as a man who 
served in the army with the Seventh Artillery at Besanconj, having been born at 
Champvent in 1812. The utmost fidelity to detail characterizes all the accounts of this 
and other incarnations farther back. Each effort of the mesmerist to deepen the sleep 
forced the memory back another stage until another prenatal condition was reached. 
The period preceding this was depicted as one of great torment, in deep darkness sur­
rounded by evil spirits, for in the previous incarnation he had been a very wicked 
woman. Yet further back the memory is pressed and the woman’s life is reviewed, 
with names and dates given. Four successive incarnations were thus followed with 
fullest detail. In one of them the subject was a little girl who died in infancy. In 
a life immediately prior to this she was a man who had committed murder— thus 
illustrating the great law of Consequence.

One interesting point in these experiments is where the ego describes itself as 
gradually entering the child’s body after birth, and of this body up to the seventh



year being “ surrounded by a sort of floating mist in which she used to see many things 
which she has not seen since.”

Thus the testimony of occult investigators to the truth of the evolutionary path 
is Amfirmed by rigid scientific investigation.

W O R K  O F T H E  P R IN C E  O F M O N A C O
The name of the Prince of Monaco ranks close to the highest among the notables 

in the scientific world. The material which he is accumulating in his deep-sea 
dredging is counted of the greatest value to the world. His investigations are now 
raising important problems which involve natural laws of which the scientists are 
wholly ignorant— laws which might perhaps be made to serve practical and useful 
purposes in the terrestrial environment of man.

The prince is studying the fact that fish brought up in a closed dredge from 
depths of two or three miles have perfectly well-developed and evidently useful eyes. 
Since the bottom of the ocean is an abyss of darkness, of what use are the eyes and 
how did they come into existence in such an environment? This scientist has found a 
solution to the query, but it most interestingly involves other questions. It is found 
that these fish whose natural habitat is at a depth of two miles, come near the surface 
of the ocean only at night. Why do they make these migrations and why do they 
come near the surface only at night? How are they able to adjust themselves to the 
enormous change in pressure? The prince advances the theory that these fish are all 
light-bearers— phosphorescent— that some of their organs are of great perfection, 
having even reflectors, and that the fish can change the color of the light so as to 
attract their prey. He believes that these fish live normally at the bottom of the 
ocean and come up to the surface when hungry at night.

Such are some of the questions concerning the denizens of the mighty deep which 
this prince-scientist is endeavoring to answer by indefatigable efforts of investigation.

A N O T H E R  P R IS O N  H E A R D  FR O M
Another prison has joined in the forward movement for criminals. The peniten­

tiary at Jackson, Michigan, has opened a vocational and a high school for its convicts 
and competent instructors are furnished in all branches from the University of 
Michigan, the Ypsilanti Normal and the Michigan Agricultural Colleges. Grade 
classes are also established for those inmates who never studied or completed the 
lower branches.

B L O O D  W IL L  T E L L
The blood crystal theory has been proved to be practical and its discoverer, Dr. 

Eduard Tyson Reichert, Professor of Physiology at the University of Pennsylvania, 
is the scientist whose investigations have given to the world what is considered one 
of the most epochal discoveries in physiology and botany since the time of Linnaeus. 
In his experiments he has been able to differentiate between the blood of various 
human beings to an extent that he has actually discovered a difference in the shape 
of the blood crystals of one man as compared with those of another.

This discovery is perhaps the most astounding since Darwin enunciated his 
theory of evolution. He finds that it is possible on an entirely new basis to discrim­
inate between a Mongolian, an Indian and an Englishman. In some cases it has been 
even possible to show by means of the blood the relationship between a child and 
parent. He has proved that the blood of every species of living creature crystallizes 
in a perfectly distinct and recognizable form of its own. This discovery promises 
to revolutionize the methods of the criminologist and to prove the old saying that 
“ blood will tell.”



“ m e l e n c h o l i a ”

111 the November number of The American Theosophist was published, a* a 
frontispiece, a reproduction of Albert Durer’s picture “ Melencholia.”  It might 
interest our readers to know that in his deservedly forgotten, yet sombrely wonderful 
poem, The City of Dreadful Night, James Thomson described this picture. His was 
a remarkable genius, but it was largely turned to the uttermost depths of despair 
and separateness, and it was not merely academic pessimism but the real and dark 
despair of one afflicted in body, morbid and diseased in mind, and gloomy of soul. 
He has been called the poet of despair.

While his sentiments are as nearly as possible the opposite of Theosophical, the 
description in itself is remarkable for its rugged power. It was written between 
1870 and 1874 and is as follows:

Anear the centre of that northern crest 
Stands out a level upland, bleak and bare,

From which the city east and south and west 
Sinks gently in long waves; and throned there 

An Image sits, stupendous, superhuman,
The bronze colossus of a winged Woman,

Upon a graded granite base four-square.

Low seated, she leans forward massively,
With cheek on clenched left hand, the forearm’s might 

Erect, its elbow on her rounded knee;
Across a clasped book in her lap the right 

Upholds a pair of compasses; she gazes 
With full set eyes, but wandering in thick mazes 

Of sombre thought beholds no outward sight.

Words cannot picture her, but all men know 
That solemn sketch the pure sad artist wrought 

Three centuries and threescore years ago,
With phantasies of his peculiar thought;

The instruments of carpentry and science 
Scattered about her feet in strange alliance

With the keen wolfhound sleeping undistraught;

Scales, hourglass, bell and magic square above;
The grave and stolid infant perched beside,

With open winglets that might bear a dove,
Intent upon its tablets, heavy-eyed;

Her folded wings as of a mighty eagle,
But all too impotent to lift the regal

Robustness of her earth-born strength and pride;

And with those wings, and that light wreath which seems 
To mock her grand head, and the knotted frown 

Of forehead charged with baleful thought and dreams;
The household bunch of keys, the housewife’s gown 

Voluminous, indented, and yet rigid 
, As if a shell of burnished metal frigid ;

The feet thick shod to tread all weakness down;



The comet hanging o’er the waste dark seas, 
The massy rainbow curved in front of it, 

Beyond, the village with the masts and trees;
The snaky imp,- dog-headed, from the Pit, 

Bearing upon its bat-like leathern pinions 
Her name unfolded in the sun’s dominions,

The “ M e l e n c h o l i a ”  that transcends all wit.

T H E  S A B B A T H

The Voice that spoke “ Thou shalt not”  to Moses on Mount Sinai has thun­
dered down the grooves of time in warnings to the subsequent races of man. Was 
it the Manu directing His people? Americans, the cosmopolitan mixture o f bloods 
preparatory for the sixth sub-race, have been fearlessly disobedient to the com­
mand “ Thou shalt keep holy the Sabbath day.”

There is an urge being made by Christian leaders in America that the first 
day of the week, the Sabbath, should be more observed as a holy day than 
a holiday. They impute much of the responsibility to the church for the fact 
that this is a “ Sabbath-breaking generation.”  To great masses of people the day 
is simply given over to worldliness in the way of sleeping, feasting, visiting theatres, 
picnics, excursions, automobile, bicycle and carriage riding, baseball and other 
games, while the church and religion are neglected and trampled under foot. 
The Sunday paper takes the place of Sacred Writ to multitudes and God is not 
in any of their thoughts.

These champions for the commandment argue that the Christian people should 
not dissipate their energies and lower the tone of their lives, and that they should 
recognize the spiritual values lying in the proper distribution of their time on 
Sunday.

Will this seeming disobedience be modified ere the coming of the World- 
Teacher?

S C IE N T IF IC  P O L A R  R E S E A R C H

The MacMillan expedition which will leave New York next July to devote 
two years to Arctic research may prove of inestimable value to science. It will 
seek to establish a definite basis for speculation regarding the earth’s distant past 
and the bearing which fossil remains in the polar region have upon the unsolved 
history of our continent. In 1880 Alfred Russel Wallace wrote of the evidences 
of the existence of a primitive Eocene continent in the highest north latitudes 
which was full of rich and varied fauna and a tropical flora. Dr. Edmund Hovey, 
of the Department of Geology in the American Museum of Natural History, New 
York, believes that the researches and discoveries of the coming expedition will 
explain the phenomena of glaciation, also the cause of the polar deluges and the 
changes in terrestrial conditions which brought about the glacial periods.

Many interesting theories have been advanced to account for the alternating 
polar deluges which recur first at one pole, then at the other. Flammarion 
ascribes them to the unequal length of the seasons in the two hemispheres. During 
10,500 years the ice accumulates at one pole and melts at the other, thus displacing 
the earth’s centre of gravity, when a catastrophe will occur. He estimates the 
deluge of the North Pole to have occurred 4,200 years ago and says the next will 
be 6,300 years hence. Dr. Hovey says that “ Spitzbergen and the islands believed 
to form a great archipelago, the south-easterly limit of which we call Crocker 
Land, may be considered as mountain peaks of that ancient Arctic continent,”  and



that fossil remains of that continent will be discovered which will throw a new light 
on many problems of the earth’s past history.

Glaciology, terrestrial magnetism, electricity, botany and oceanography will 
play their parts in elucidating for twentieth-century man the life of past ages upon 
our little globe.

R E IN C A R N A T IO N  F R O M  T H E  C H R IS T IA N  S T A N D P O IN T

Gunnar Nauman, in Bible Review, alludes as follows to the doctrine of rein­
carnation: “ Sooner or later we all come to this border line individually, as a people,
or as a nation. Here we are called upon to give up all desire on the lower plane, 
that we may desire the spiritual and divine treasures. I f  at this critical period we 
take a firm stand and in the power of the spirit conquer and subdue the natural man, 
we pass over the border into the spiritual state. But if we yield to temptations and 
remain on, or return to, the natural plane of the flesh and the world, we cannot escape 
until perhaps after many incarnations, many lives of experiences, sufferings and 
judgments have passed over us; then we at last come to the same border line again.”

P O IN T IN G  T O W A R D S C O M IN G  U N IT Y

One encouraging sign of the approach of the long-hoped-for unity among na­
tions lies in the fact that last year there were held more than one hundred fifty 
international congresses, conventions and conferences. An Asiatic institute is 
formed in New York to place American scholarship and people in touch with eastern 
Asia. Its object is to promote intercourse and contribute to the solution of ques­
tions arising from contact of different nations— which is another sign of the times. 
Still another is the formation of associations of college students of different races 
to affiliate with the Corda Fratres, organized in Italy in 1898. Along the line of 
progress is to be noted the welcome which the first Roosevelt professor received in 
Germany, and the arrangement to send Japanese lecturers to Harvard University 
for five years to come, to acquaint us with Japanese subjects. Professor Samuel 
Dutton of Columbia University suggests that a peace building be erected in New 
York City to house the numerous friendship and-peace societies of the metropolis.

Co-operation is the cry on every hand. Many believe that it will solve all our 
industrial problems, and reconcile the warring forces of labor and capital. At the 
opening of the Congress of the International Co-operative Alliance held in Glasgow 
recently, Earl Grey, former Governor-General of Canada, declared that “ the re­
markable growth of the co-operative movement justified the confident expectation 
that a day of new social order was at hand.”  Six hundred delegates were present, 
representing twenty million members.

P R O F IT A B L E  D REA M S
The London Chronicle says: Authors and musicians are not the only dreamers 

of profitable dreams. St. Augustine records that a disciple of his, having to lecture 
on Cicero’s rhetorical books, was baffled by a certain passage. He slept and in a 
dream his master, who was really far away and unconscious of the whole thing, 
appeared to him and expounded the passage. In 1893, Herr Hilprecht, Professor 
of Assyriology in the University of Pennsylvania, was worried over two small in­
scribed fragments of agate found at Babylon, of which he had received drawings. 
In a dream a tall, thin Assyrian priest told him they “ belonged together,”  being 
portions of an inscribed votive cylinder which had been cut up to make earrings 
for the statue of a god. The professor found next day that the fragments did fit 
and make a continuous inscription.



I f  “ The Christ”  is a term that can be applied to the Great Teachers mho have 
appeared from time to time upon the earth, and is therefore not restricted to the 
One known as Jesus Christ, mill you write a fuller explanation of such teaching?

In the first place, we must remember that Jesus and the Christ are separate 
entities; the Buddha Gautama and the Lord Maitreya are also separate entities. 
It was Gautama who came as Vyasa, as Hermes, as Zarathustra, as Orpheus, and 
lastly as the Buddha.

The Lord Maitreya took His place as the Bodhisattva, or the Master of Mas­
ters, as soon as the Buddha, having reached the condition of Buddhahood and pro­
claimed His Law, had passed away; it is the Lord Maitreya who since then has 
been at the head of the teaching work of the world. He it was who manifested as 
the Christ during the three years of the Ministry and it is He who will come again 
as the next Great Teacher.

The word “ Christ” is often used in three senses: It may mean an ego who has 
attained to a very high stage of initiation and who is devoting himself to the teach­
ing of the world; it may sometimes be used to indicate the state or condition that 
must be attained by a candidate for initiation— as when it is said that “ Christ must 
be born within us;” and it is used for the Christ, the Bodhisattva, who appeared in 
Palestine and taught for three years. [For another sense in which the word 
“ Christ”  is used— the universal, cosmic sense, or the Second Aspect of the Primal 
Logos, see Esoteric Christianity, page 171- The Editor.]

Then as to the bodies of the Buddha and Jesus: Jesus died, as is known; He
reincarnated soon after and took a new body, and was known as Apollonius of Tyana; 
some centuries later He took birth in South India as Ramanuj aeharya; He is now 
a Master. Lord Maitreya, the Christ, left the body of Jesus just before the death 
of that body, and we know nothing more concerning this great Teacher except that 
He lives in the Himalayas in a physical body and will come as a Great Teacher later 
on, but not in the physical body which He now wears. He will do His work 
through the body of a disciple of His whom He has chosen for that purpose.

F. A.

I  find it difficult to understand in detail about the group-soul. May animals 
of different kinds belong to the same group-soul, as, for example, fox-terriers and 
Persian cats? And do all the fmppies in one litter belong to the same sold, though 
they often differ so widely in intelligence? Each seems so distinct in character. And 
how can we know to which line a creature belongs? B. L.

Only animals of the same kind belong to the same group-soul, but in the 
case of undeveloped creatures, like rats and mice, the number attached to one group- 
soul would be very great. As you come up to the more intelligent animals the 
group-soul splits up more and more until only a few creatures are attached to each 
one. You speak of fox-terriers and Persian cats; but when you come to that



level the number attached to each soul would be quite small —  perhaps 
twenty or thirty. Suppose you had a group o f twenty fox-terriers attached 
to one group-soul; of course they must all be fox-terriers and could never 
become anything else unless, indeed, the whole group simultaneously evolved into 
something handsomer and more intelligent (if there is any dog more intelligent, 
which I doubt); but the twenty need not be in one place or even in one 
country, for distance on the physical plane has nothing to do with the matter, 
nor does it follow that when five puppies are born in one litter they all belong 
to the same group-soul. More often they all belong to different souls. There 
is never any case where animals of two different kinds belong to the same group- 
soul; and, furthermore, the group-soul always keeps to the same line, so that what 
is now a dog can never become a cat or a horse. You can to some extent tell 
the lines on which the creatures are evolving; a fox or a wolf will obviously become 
a dog, just as a lion, a tiger or a leopard will obviously become a cat. We have 
never made any list of the animals, plants or minerals which are on each line. 
I suppose it could be done, but it would need an enormous amount of research. 
We find the dog, the cat, the elephant, the monkey and the horse each at the head 
of its own Ray, but we are not yet certain as to the others. It has been suggested 
that some animals which used to he at the head of Rays are now extinct; and 
another suggestion is that later on we may succeed in taming other varieties of 
animals which will develop in the future.

You see, while it lives, each animal is a distinct entity just as a man is, for 
the fragment of the group-soul which belongs to him is a soul for him. The 
only difference is that when his astral life is over, what we may call his soul is 
poured back into the group-soul and stored up in it, instead of coming straight 
to a new body of its own. The animal has a good deal of consciousness in its 
astral body and consequently lives in it for some time after the death of the physical 
body. In the case of very advanced animals it sometimes gets a touch of what 
is for it like heaven life, though it is usually on the higher part o ' the astral 
plane. C. W. L.

What is meant by evolution on its returning path?
There are two poles in manifestation, the form-side, or out-going path, or 

that of matter on the one hand, and the life-side, or returning path, or that of spirit 
on the other. The outward-going life seeks diversity and may be said, therefore, 
to tend to the pole of matter; the inward-going life seeks unity and may be said, 
therefore, to tend to the pole of spirit.

Evolution, on its returning path, is unfolding the life-side of nature and is 
making, as it were, matter more plastic, more delicate, more complicated in its 
organization, until by its very complexity its equilbrium is so unstable that it 
takes very easily shapes of various kinds under impulses from within and becomes 
a mere graceful garment in which life is expressed until, finally, matter is nothing 
more than the subtle form which expresses life in forms changing with every impulse 
of out-going and in-coming life. A. B.

Would it be necessary for the Christ to take all the initiations when He takes a 
new physical body, or does the disciple who gives tip his body for the Great One 
have to take the initiations? Who took the initiations which are represented by the 
Transfiguration, the Agony in the Garden, the Resurrection and the Ascension?

The Gospel narrative is not historically a true description of an individual’s life. 
The initiations represented by the Transfiguration, etc., are taken by every one who 
has trodden the Path of Holiness. Neither the Christ nor the disciple Jesus took all



these initiations during the life in Palestine. The Christ had taken them ages before; 
Jesus took the last one in a following life. 0 . F.

I f  it is permissible to use the higher forces to heal oneself, horn should he pro­
ceed in a case, say, of nerve exhaustion and brain fatigue?

I think the simplest, most complete and permissible way is to rest. That 
evidently is the natural way. I f  you fail to take the rest the Logos takes, you 
are not following His laws. All through nature there is action and reaction. It 
is a little slow, but it certainly is the most effective way; also to get one’s self 
in the habit of relaxation. Most Americans are very strained, and we should practice 
relaxation. There are physical culture methods which teach it. A. P. TV.

Colonel Olcott in ‘ ‘ Old Diary Leaves”  says that he did not always stick to a 
vegetarian diet, and certainly H. P. B. was not an ascetic or strict vegetarian, as far 
as I  can learn. She also smoked cigarettes regularly. G. A. F.

Colonel Olcott was a brilliant executive; he was not a yogi, and I do not under­
stand that he made any pretensions whatsoever to the practice of methods that 
would insure to him the acquisition of psychic powers. His body was no doubt 
much hampered by the necessities of its heredity. H. P. B., on the other hand, 
was an exception to all rules. She was a law unto herself, and if you or I had 
the enormous will-power she possessed, we, too, might defy the rules and 
then with equal power meet their consequences. One would never classify her with 
anything regular or conventional. As to her smoking, I have no doubt that this 
was useful in slowing down the tremendously forceful vibrations that played through 
her body constantly, and constituted a sort of dulling process that for the moment 
soothed the tense activities of her remarkable organism. A. P. W.

It is stated in Theosophical books that it is wrong to eat flesh, because by killing 
animals and eating their flesh we degrade our natures and retard the progress o f  
the human and animal races. I  should like to hear your views on this, becatise the 
doctrines laid down and the actual lives lived by eminent Theosophists do not agree.

I fully agree with the statement in the Theosophical books. I have no doubt 
that earnest Theosophists live as nearly as practicable to these ideas. But perfec­
tion in these matters naturally may only be expected with time. The “ eminent 
Theosophists”  that I know do live rigidly up to these rules. A. P. W.

I  should like to know where I  could get the rules for practicing concentration.
Take a quiet time each day at precisely the same hour, in the same place, 

empty the mind of all thought and then fix the consciousness upon one thing and 
hold it there until all knowledge concerning it seems exhausted and brought out. 
In the daily life do everything with one-pointedness, so that what the hand or 
mind tries to do at the moment is done with perfect concentration to the exclusion 
of all other acts or thoughts. The achievement is to develop the will, so that the 
man excludes everything from the mind except the one thing he chooses to con­
template. The greatest success in this is attained in contemplating some object 
that claims one’s devotion, the most lofty conception, for example, of a Divine 
Being, such as draws forth one’s deepest devotion. Make a fixed image' of Him, 
the loftiest posible, and then identify yourself with that Image, become one with 
it. When successful, you will know something of meditation, concentration and 
contemplation. Read In The Outer Court, by Annie Besant. A. P. TV.



The books here reviewed can be ordered from the publishers named 
with each; also from The Theosophical Book Concern, Krotona, Hollywood. 
Los Angeles, Calif.; or from your nearest dealer in Theosophical books.

THE FOURTH CREATIVE HIERARCHY, by E. L. Gardner. Publishers: 
Blavatsky Lodge of the Theosophical Society, London. 1913. pp. 32. Illustrated 
with colored diagrams. Price, 35 cents.

By the Aristotelian method, and through the use of the principle of correspond­
ence, the author attempts to show the aim of the Fourth Hierarchy and its purpose 
on the three lower planes of this globe. The septenary system— the basis of nature 
and man— is made use of in his book and several diagrams elucidate the work. The 
musical octave with its two series of four, in each of which an interval of a semi-tone 
occurs between the third and fourth notes, is used to illustrate the connection of the 
Fourth Hierarchy with the lower and higher planes. The Pythagorean symbol, the 
tetrahedron, is used as a basis and it is interesting to note how, with this figure as a 
clue, he has traced several correspondences. E. G. T.

STUDIES FROM AN EASTERN HOME, by Sister Nivedita (Margaret 
Noble). Publishers: Longmans, Green and Co., New York. pp. 213. Price $1.20 
net;  postage, 10 cents.

Margaret Noble, known for some twelve years to multitudes of people in India 
as Sister Nivedita (the Dedicated), belonged to the Order of Ramakrishna, an organ­
ization for contemplation and social service founded by Swami Vivekananda. She 
lived among the Indian people in the crowded Bagh Bazaar of Calcutta, and loved 
and taught her Eastern sisters with all the intensity and devotion of her Irish heart. 
She had had practical experience in teaching in England and, after her meeting with 
Swami Vivekananda in 1896, threw herself with enthusiasm into the work of edu­
cating the Indian girl along Indian lines.

Inevitably she came into intimate touch with the hidden life of India, and 
learned much of the ideals and traditions of the motherland which are never even 
heard of by the usual traveler. The sketches found in the volume under review re­
veal that intimate knowledge, and show also how sympathy alone has the power to 
unveil the inner beauty and meaning of Indian customs and “ superstitions.”  Those 
who have read The Web of Indian Life will recall the insight there displayed into 
the thoughts and ideals of the Indian girl and mother; again in this volume other 
equally illuminative scenes are depicted. The East is only an enigma because of our 
lack of sympathy; love the people, be gentle with their religious beliefs, and the 
gateway to understanding opens. I. S. C.

THE MONTESSORI METHOD, by Maria Montessori. Translated by Anne 
E. George. Publishers: Frederick A. Stokes Co., New York. 1912. pp. 377.
Price, $1.75 net;  postage, 15 cents.

The widespread interest in Dr. Montessori and her methods has done much 
for children. Average mothers and teachers with little real understanding or in­



terest in the principles of education have, because of her popularity, listened or 
read and— some memories of her plea for a scientific rearing have remained. Many 
an earnest teacher, too, has been stirred because of Montessori from the usual plan, 
has learned to talk and help less and to watch and guide more; and the present 
tendency in all education for more free, individual and natural methods has gained 
impetus because of this gifted Italian educator.

Perhaps a comparison of some of the points of difference between the methods 
of Froebel and Montessori will best constitute a criticism of The Montessori Method.

Froebel regarded each child primarily from the universal standpoint— each child 
with its peculiarities was an expression of universal child characteristics; Montessori 
regards each child from the individual standpoint— each child is a unique creation. 
Froebel’s material, consequently, is universal in its possibilities. The child receives 
and expresses typical experiences in sufficient detail to impress their universality 
upon him; all call forth his threefold nature into well-rounded activity. 
Montessori’s material is limited in its scope—it is an aggregation of details, 
of the incidentals of education. No real inner or outer relationship or logical growth 
is shown; the method is adapted essentially to the cultivation of the five senses.

Montessori’s advocacy of freedom extends to room equipment, bodily activity, 
choice of material and the length of time it is used, but when the child has once 
chosen its material, its attention is then carefully directed; Froebel’s gives less choice 
as to material, but more freedom in the use of that material. Montessori emphasizes 
the practical side of things, most of the work being for a definite practical end; 
Froebel emphasizes play, holding that play is the child’s natural activity, by means 
of which he relives the typical race experiences in order intelligently to take hold of 
his growth.

In her emphasis on the practical may Dr. Montessori not be narrowing the child 
too early in life? Will he not arrive naturally at a proper appreciation of the prac­
tical and, without the forcing process, retain a larger vision and wider sympathy 
because of the glimpse he has had of universal experience and because of the stim­
ulus imparted to his imagination? Also in her didactic presentation of materials, is 
not Montessori over-educating the five physical senses and somewhat ignoring the 
emotional' and mental natures? The individualistic use of material may be an ad­
vantage to children developing the lower separative mind, but it is doubted whether 
it is, without modification, the best method to use with children in whom intuition is 
awakening.

Experiments have shown that less stimulus is needed to sharpen the quick Amer­
ican child’s senses, and that even at two years of age children here outgrow the 
limitations of the Montessori material as used in Italy. In the home the Montessori 
material and method might well be used, however, as a school accessory. B. M.

A GUIDE TO TH E MONTESSORI M ETHOD, hy Ellen Yale Stevens. 
Publishers: Fredericle A. Stokes Co., New York. 1913. pp. SJf.0. Price, $1.00l
net; postage, 10 cents.

This is a pleasantly written exposition of the Montessori principles, materials 
and method “ for American mothers and teachers, with practical directions as to how 
to apply them, and a coherent explanation of their psychological basis” . It quite 
takes one into the happy atmosphere of the “ Children’s Houses”  and the “ Schools 
within the Homes” — so much so that upon closing the book, theories, materials, in­
structions all fade beside the thought of the tremendous value of such as sociological 
institutions. That these houses have been able to overcome habits of filth, sloth, 
shiftlessness and ignorance in the slums, to the extent of being supported by the 
money usually reserved for building repairs, and to have raised so quickly the stand­
ard of living that the people on being supplied with decent homes actually keep



them decent because of love for their children, seems remarkable to any one who has 
worked with the very poor. Truly, as has been written, “ if love is strong enough, 
it will force one to acquire all the rest.”

In the establishment of children’s houses is the presage of the future, and 
Montessori was the first to successfully materialize this wonderful plan that has 
done so much and will do more in the future. B. M.

REINCARNATION: A STUDY OF FORGOTTEN TRU TH , by E. D.
Walker. Publishers: William Rider and Son, London. 1913. pp. 350. Price,
American Copyright Edition, $1.50; postage, 11/. cents.

The author of this valuable text-book for students of Christian metempsychosis 
surveys this ancient doctrine from the broadest standpoint. He quotes from many 
sources— philosophers and poets, Christian Fathers and clergymen of many schools, 
college professors and other modern thinkers— to prove its long and magnificent 
pedigree. One is amazed to think that this doctrine should have so long been neg­
lected by the western world of thought, when it fills in so perfectly the mental and 
moral gaps in the theory of evolution and explains so well that the injustice we see 
everywhere around is not due to, or permitted by, a merciless divine Power, but is 
the working out of a law of perfect justice. The author advances conclusive argu­
ments in favor of reincarnation.

One of his strongest points is brought out in summarizing the theological teach­
ing regarding original sin. He says: “ Every person at some stage of growth
awakens to the recognition of sin within him and is certain that it is so radical as 
to reach back of all his present life. . . . We feel ourselves to have bounded
into life like a stag carrying a panther which must be shaken off. Theology at­
tempts to account for this by Adam’s sin entailing a hereditary depravity. But 
our inmost consciousness agrees with the common sense of mankind in holding us 
alone responsible for our tendency to wrong. It must be the result of the human will 
resisting the divine and choosing wrong in old existences beyond recollection. A 
masterly expression of this thought nourished the childhood of Christianity in the 
teaching of Origen, and flourished with wholesome influence until it was forcibly 
crushed out of popularity by the Council of Constantinople to make room for the 
harsh dogmas which have since darkened the rationale of Christianity:”  E. G. T.

A H ISTO RY OF THE KNIGH TS OF PYTH IAS, by Captain Hugh Goold 
Webb, P.C.P.G.R. Publishers: The Uniform Rank Co-Operative Association,
Anaheim, Calif. 1910. pp. lf.53. Price, $2.00.

In this work a complete history is given of the Order named in honor of the 
ideal friendship between Damon and Pythias. It includes an account of the Mys­
teries of ancient civilizations and of the guilds and other fraternal associations of 
more modern times. Its purpose is to show to the members of the Pythian Order 
the true meaning of its ritual, which the author states is based upon those of the 
Eleusinian and Egyptian Mysteries. The book contains much interesting informa­
tion which may be used by the worthy knights in the preparation of papers and lec­
tures ; especially do we commend the chapters on the life of Pythagoras and his 
brotherhood. E. G. T.

TH E NEW AMERICAN DRAMA, by Richard Burton. Publishers: Thomas 
Y. Crowell Co., New York. 1913. Price, $1.25.

This book should be read by everyone interested in the educational value of the 
drama. The author’s understanding of humanity and the “ eternal quest for Ro­



mance”  give him an insight into the far-reaching power of the theatre as an 
educational and ethical factor in civilization.

“ Millions have enjoyed the drama who can neither read nor write. ‘Let me 
make the songs of a people; I care not who makes its laws’ .”  “ A  careful study of 
the play, its presentation by manager and actor and its acceptance or rejection by 
the public mark the evolution of the public,”  says Burton.

As we read the book we feel a personal touch and interest with all those who 
have in any way, by play-writing or acting, fostered dramatic art in America. We 
feel a sympathy for those who have toiled for and held to the best, and yet had to 
leave the harvest to their successors.

In his comparison of the American with the foreign drama, we can thank him 
for an honest pride. He does not skip over our shortcomings, such as the “ hunt 
for head-line subjects” , but he does emphasize that our dramatists are beginning 
to think for themselves, independently and honestly, and that the necessary tech­
nical skill is fast being acquired. F. J. W.

George W. Childs, the Philadelphia publisher, used to say that kindness to 
others is helpfulness to one’s own self. “ Learn,”  he said, “ to think of others before 
thinking of yourself and you will have friends enough and of the best.”  Orison 
Swett Harden, Editor of Success, says: “ Refuse to love and you will soon lose
the power of love; your affections are paralyzed, your sympathy atrophied from 
selfish withholding and disuse, and you become a moral cripple, but the moment 
you fling open the door of your heart and allow the rose to send out, without 
stint, the fragrance and beauty of your sympathy and helpfulness upon every 
passer-by, whether pauper or millionaire, you begin to develop power.”  Theosophy 
says: “ All mankind is linked in a great brotherhood. Human personality counts
for little. The tie that links us lies far beneath the personal self. It is the divine 
spark, alike in a ll; only some have allowed it to burn into a flame, while many others 
have smothered it beneath all the accretions of the personality. Some have added 
to it all the rich graces of the developed human spirit—merging that developed con­
sciousness into the Divine Flame within— thus aiding its expression and power.”

Charles F. Oursler, editor of the Technical World Magazine, says, in regard to 
the practical and psychological deductions which can be made from the hand, that 
“ in a long experience in a newspaper office I have learned to glance first at the 
hands of those who came to my desk seeking editorial favors. Sometimes the hands 
tell a different tale from the tongue; they are often more eloquent than volumes of 
speech.”

R e c e i v e d  A l s o  :

CHILD OF A KING, W EAR YOUR CROWN, a poem. pp. 13. Price, 35 cents.
CALIFORNIA GOOD ENOUGH FOR ME, a poem. pp. IS. Price, S5 cents.
PALESTINE: AN EPIC OF THE HOLY LAND. pp. 137. Price, 50 cents. B y Col. 

Nathan Ward Fitz-Gerald. Publisher: The author, 3717 West 33rd St., Los Angeles, Cali­
fornia.

OUR CANAL IN PANAMA, by 27. A . Allen. Publishers: United States Publishing Co.,
Cincinnati, Ohio. pp. 433. Price, $1.50.

HOROSCOPE INDICATIONS, by Llewellyn George. Publishers: The Llewellyn Pub­
lishing Co., P. O. Box 638, Portland, Oregon, pp. 136. Paper cover. Price, 50 cents.

TRAITE DE RAJA YOGA, by Annie Besant. Publishers: Publications Th6osopliiques, 
Paris, pp. 361. Paper cover. Price, 40 cents. A translation of Mrs. Besant’s Introduction 
to Yoga into French, by M. D. A. Courmes.

VERS LTNITIATION, by Annie Besant. Publishers: Publications Th6osophiqv.es,
Paris, pp. 183. Paper cover. Price, 60 cents. A translation into French of Initiation: The 
Perfecting of Man, by Mrs. Besant.



M AGAZIN ES

THE THEOSOPHIST for October has a fine article by Mrs. Besant on The Mysteries, 
a very suggestive one on prison work in Russia along Theosophical lines, while Mr. Leadbeater 
writes on how to become ready for the Master. An Occult Centre in Italy is a fascinating 
account of the most beautiful city of Florence.

THEOSOPHICAL QUARTERLY has fine papers on Bergson’s philosophy, Early Eng­
lish Mystics and Why I  Joined the Theosophical Society.

THE VAHAN for November is especially interesting. Mrs. Besant is giving eight 
lectures in Madras on Social Reform. The Editor calls our attention to these and remarks 
that “if such burning questions are being pressed in India by our President . . . .  we 
should put our shoulder also to the great wheel of the world’s progress, since similar though 
not identical problems are coming to the fore in every nation.” Dr. Van Hook’s two short 
articles are well worthy of attention and Mr. Powell’s letter should be read by all Theos- 
ophists.

THE PATH for November, under Superhumanity, draws a clear distinction between 
occultism and mysticism, and the rightful place of each in development is shown. Mysticism, 
to compass its highest purpose, must have a prepared sensorium, or organism; otherwise the 
vision which the grace and gift of God implies would be insupportable to man. Occult train­
ing develops this power. Complete mastery of the elementary spirit-world and the powers 
of the air may be the portion of the magician, but the true mystic must surrender his power 
so far as personal ends are concerned. Renunciation is his note.

THE HERALD OF THE STAR for October outlines its prospectus and plans for the 
coming year, and announces the gratifying fact that it will “blossom forth in January into 
an illustrated monthly of sixty-four quarto pages.”

THEOSOFISK TIDSICRIFT (Scandinavian Section) contains an article by C. Raae on 
Yoga Methods in Oriental and Occidental Religions, Theosophy and Social Reconstruction 
(concluded), by L. Haden Guest, and The Monad, by C. W. Leadbeater, etc.

The October number of THE CO-MASON contains interesting articles on The Symbolism 
of the Second Degree which inculcate the study of the natural sciences, and on The Symbol 
of the Cross which illustrates the five great evolutionary stages of the great cosmic cycle.

THE OPEN COURT publishes twenty-six quatrains of The Rubaiyat of Omar Khay­
yam contrasted with twenty-six Christian hymns. Up to a certain point a marked similarity 
is shown, both sides recognizing the transitoriness of earthly things. The disparity begins at 
the mental and spiritual attitude concerning them.

THE LITERARY DIGEST discusses the workability of idealism in affairs of state, 
as witnessed by the President’s policy regarding the Mexican situation. Judging from edi­
torial comment the verdict seems to be that we as a nation are too idealistic and that idealism 
will not work in politics. In other words, we must not set the pace and lead the upward 
march, but fall in with the fifth root race procession and work out our problems along the 
lower mental lines.

MODERN ASTROLOGY for November has an interesting article on Personality and 
Individuality by Mrs. Leo. THE AMERICAN ESPERANTIST for October publishes a 
supplementary list of text-books for the Esperanto student. THE BUSINESS PHILOSO­
PHER for November prints a very refreshing little bit of satire on War by Arthur Newcomb.

MEDICAL FREEDOM for November contains some very good and valid objections to the 
use of vaccine and all serums. These objections are reinforced by several photographs show­
ing the fatal termination of its use in the cases mentioned. HEALTH for December con­
tains an article on Ram Murti Naidu—the Hercules of Hindustan—who is a strict vegetarian. 
The point brought out is that he is not only a vegetarian but an extremely light eater, his 
principal food being rice, and that it is his physical exercise and mental training that have 
developed his strength.

“ Book News”  will be found in the advertising 
section of this issue.



L O D G E  D IR E C T O R Y

NOTE: In the Lodge D irectory is kept standing (a) the name and address of the 
Secretary, (b) the address o f the Dodge Headquarters, (c) the telephone to be called for 
inform ation, (d) the name of a resident member in cities where ho lodge exists.

Secretaries are requested to exam ine the directory and report errors and omissions 
im mediately to the General Secretary.

A C T O N , M O N T A N A
Mrs. K irstine Hansen.*

A K R O N , O H IO
A k r o n . Mrs. M. F. Karper, 146 S. H igh St. 
Meets !E. M arket St. Tel. Peoples 5208. 

A L B A N Y , N E W  Y O R K
A lb a n y . Miss Anna Emmons, 15 W estern Ave. 
Meets 294 Quail St.
H a rm o n y . Miss Ida M. Marsh, 175 Jay St. 
Meets 5 Madison Place. Tel. Main 644 or Main 
3507.

A M H E R S T , W IS C O N S IN
Mrs. Annie C. Flem ing.*

A N A C O N D A , M O N T A N A
A n a c o n d a . Duncan M. Munro, 120 Locust St. 

A U S T IN , T E X A S
A u s t in . Fred H. Smith, 613 Congress St. 
Meets 908 Congress Ave. Tel. 629 S. W. 
D h a rm n . Mrs. E. A. Graves, 1411 W. F ifth  St. 

B A L T IM O R E , M A R Y L A N D
B a lt im o r e . Mrs. Gracia F. Tongue, 4524 R eis- 
tertown Road.

B E R K E L E Y , C A L IF O R N IA
B e r k e le y . Mrs. W . J. W oods, 1334 Spruce St. 
Meets W right Bldg., Cor. Shattuck and Cen­
ter Sts. Tel. 6838.

B IS B E E , C O C H IS E  CO., A R IZ O N A  
Mr. John G. Prichard, Box 998.*

B O S T O N , M A S S A C H U S E T T S
A lp h a . Mrs. Bertha Sythes, 167 Huntington 
Ave. Meets 585 Boylston St. Tel. Oxford 
1044.
B e sa n t . Miss Eudora Morey, 17 Batavia Sit. 
Meets 17 Batavia St., Suite 8.
B o s t o n . Miss Hazel G. Collins, 71 School St., 
Brookline. Meets 585 Boylston St., Room  10. 
Tel. D orchester 2692-W.
H u n t in g t o n . Mrs. Isadore W ing, 201 K en ­
sington Bldg., 687 Boylston St.
O lc o t t . Miss Emma Mills, 389 Main St., 
Brockton, Mass. Meets Chauncey Hall Bldg., 
Room  10, Copley Square.

B R I D G E P O R T , C O N N E C T IC U T
Miss Cecilia B. Geoffrey, 1023 Ho-ward Ave.* 

B R O O K L Y N , N E W  Y O R K
B r o o k ly n . Miss J. Van Nostrand, 95 L afay­
ette Ave. Meets 95 Lafayette Ave. Tel. P ros­
pect 4476.

B U F F A L O , N E W  Y O R K
B u ffa lo .  J. E. Taylor, 256 Main St. Meets 
Henkel Bldg., Cor. Main and U'tica Sts., Room 
7. Tel. Crescent 465-L.

B U T T E , M O N T A N A
B u tte . D. Mortimer, 436 Phoenix Blk. Meets 
102 Lewisohn Blk. Tel. 8790 Independent. 

C H IC A G O , IL L IN O IS
A k b n r . Mrs. Clara J. Koehersperger, 7212 
Coles Ave. Meets Room  819 Fine Arts Bldg., 
410 S. Michigan Ave. Tel. South Chicago 
1175 or 1198.
C h ic a g o  N o rth  S h o re . Mrs. F em e M. Robin- 
Son, 4547 N. R obey St. Meets 4666 Evanston 
Ave., R oom s o f North Shore School o f Music. 
G e rm a n  M o r n in g  S ta r . Mrs. Minnie Ulrich, 
1328 Belmont Ave. Meets 3129 Lincoln Ave. 
S a m p o . G. Jacobson, 2933 W entw orth  Ave. 
Meets at homes o f members.

C H IC A G O  T H E O S O P H IC A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  ( r e p ­
resenting the fo llow in g  Chicago! lodges). 
Meet Besant Hall, Lake V iew  Bldg., 116 S. 
M ichigan Ave.
A d y a r . R. C. March, 560 Cook St., Evanston, 
111. Tel. Randolph 3364.
A n n ie  B e sa n t . Mrs. Edith D. Storer, 4105 K e n -  
more Ave. Tel. North 965.
C e n tra l o f  C h ic a g o . Mrs. Etna C. Abbott, R. 
1803, 175 W. Jackson Blvd. Tel. W abash 2031. 
C h ic a g o . Mrs. Francis G. Hamchett, Planov 
111. Tel. Harrison 4476.
K e n w o o d . Mrs. A. A. R olf, 4459 Oakenwald 
Ave.
L e a d b e a te r . Carl H. Rahn, 2250 Clybourn 
Ave. Tel. Harrison 1196.
W h it e . Mrs. Julia W. Good ell, Box 520, L a fay­
ette, La.

C L E V E L A N D , O H IO
C le v e la n d . Mrs. Antoinette de C. Phillips, 
8303 Superior Ave. Meets “ The Birm ingham,” 
5607 Euclid Ave.
K ip in a . Emil Kaarna, 37 Phillips St., E. Cleve­
land. Meets 9909 Adams Ave.
V iv e k a . Mrs. Alida E. de Leeuw, 1845 E. 75th 
St. Meets Room  501, 318 Euclid Ave. T el. 
East 1761 R.

C O R R Y , P E N N S L Y V A N IA
Mrs. Augusta C. Crandall, 152 Mott St.* 

C O R T L A N D , N E W  Y O R K
Dr. and Mrs. H. G. Henry, 25 Oswego St.* 

C O R V A L L IS , M O N T A N A  
Mrs. M. Belle Kempter.*

C O U N C IL  B L U F F S , IO W A
C o u n c il  B lu ffs . Mrs. Eflie M. Smith, 126 S. 
Seventh 'St. Meets 322 Merriam Block. 

C R O O IvS T O N , M IN N E S O T A
C r o o k s to n . Donald J. McDonald, Box 518. 

D A N V E R S , M A S S A C H U S E T T S
D a n v e r s . Mrs. Florence I. Robbins, 9 Ash St. 
Meets 58 W ater St. Tel. 158-4.

D E N V E R , C O L O R A D O
D e n v e r . Mrs. Ida Blakem ore, 1723 Park Ave. 
C o lo r a d o . Mrs. Lois A. Chapman, 3861 
Raleigh  St.

D E T R O IT , M IC H IG A N
A lc y o n e .  Mrs. Helen B. Young, 115 Sheldon . 
Ave. Meets 318 W oodw ard Ave. Tel. North 
3726-R.
D e t r o it .  Mrs. A. E. Meddaugh, 357 W arren 
Ave., W.
V iv c l iu s .  Mrs. L illie F. Dick, 248 Belvedere 
Ave. Meets Valpey Bldg., 213 W oodw ard Ave. 
Tel. H ickory 213-L.

D U L U T H , M IN N E S O T A
D u lu th . Miss Mary J. Austin, 503 Sellwood 
Bldg. Meets 310 W . F irst St. Tel. Melrose 
4869.

E V A N S T O N , IL L IN O IS
E v a n s to n . Mrs. E lla L. Cutler, 632 Hinman 
Ave. Meets 1732 Central St. Tel. Evanston 
2272

F A R M IN G T O N , C O N N E C T IC U T
Mrs. Richard Blackmore.*

F IL L M O R E , C A L IF O R N IA
Mrs. Elizabeth Elkins Rivard.* 

ember. No lodge.



FORT W ORTH, TEXAS
F ort W orth. Mrs. A lice Brownson, 2421 Azle 
Road. Meets 48th D istrict Court Room , Court 
House. Tel. Prospect 1157.

FREEPORT, ILLINOIS
Freeport. Miss Minna Kuna, 680 Stephenson

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY
Louisville. Miss Elizabeth Brightwell, 214 
W . Chestnut St. Home Phone, City 4332.

MEADVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA
Meadville. Mrs. W illiam  S. Rhodes, 741 K en­
nedy St. Meets 966 So. Main St. Tel. 222 K  
or 450.

FREMONT, NEBRASKA
Frem ont. Mrs. Mae C. Butt, 609 North H. St. 
Meets Cor. Sixth and Broad Sts. Tel. Bell 
A-737.

MELROSE HIGHLANDS, MASSACHUSETTS
Melrose Highlands. Mrs. Jessie A. Jones, 
Spring St.

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN
Grand Rupids. Miss Alice E. Kunz, 875 
Franklin St. Meets 321 La Grave St. Tel. 
Citizens 9464. L. A. Mitchell.
H. P. B. J. B. Howard, 904 M ichigan Trust 
Bldg. Meets 303 Ashton Bldg. Tel. Citizens 
5054. J. B. Howard.

GREAT FALLS, MONTANA
Great Falls. Mrs. H. S. Benson, Great Falls, 
Montana.

H A R R IS B U R G , P E N N S Y L V A N IA
Charles A. Seifert, 117 N. 17th St. Tel. Bell 
2374.*

H ART, MICHIGAN
Hart. Mrs. Etta Smith, 
B ig Rapids, Mich.

123 N. W arren Ave.,

M ILW AUKEE, WISCONSIN
Milwaukee. Miss Cora E. Zem lock, 457 Cass 
St. Meets Manhattan Bldg., 133 Second St. 
Tel. Main 1904-X.

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA
Alcyone. John Johnsen, 2542 29th Ave., So. 
Meets Maccabee Hall, Public Library Bldg., 
Cor. Franklin and Bloom ington Aves. 
Minneapolis. Miss Suzanne Kranz, 70 So. 11th 
St.
St. Anthony. Mrs. Thomas G. Lee, 509 R iver 
Road, S. E.
Star o f the North. John V. K oester, 600 Lum­
ber Exchange.
Yggdrasil. Gunerius Troseth, 3030 Eleventh 
Ave. So.

MT. CARMEL, ILLINOIS
Bernard S. Landes, 402 Cherry St.*

H E L E N A , M O N T A N A
H e le n a . Mrs. Nora Lewis, 1035 Tw elfth  Ave.

H O L Y O K E , M A S S A C H U S E T T S
H o ly o k e .  Mrs. Jennie N. Ferris, 1236 D wight 
St.

M U S K E G O N , M IC H IG A N
Muskegon. Mrs. Minnie W . Chase, 658 Lake 
St. Meets 105 Houston Ave. Tel. 166.
Unity. Mrs. Loretta E. Booth, 57 Fourth St. 
Tel. 640.

HONOLULU, H. I.
Honolulu. Francis Evans, 1479 Y oung St. 

HOUSTON, TEXAS
Houston. Mr. W. L. Underhill, 1218 Milam St. 
Tel. Preston 6870. Meets 614^ Fannin St., 
Room s Federation of W om en’ s Clubs. Tel. 
Hadley 3134 or 2416.

JACKSON* MICHIGAN
Jackson. Mrs. Garnet B. Thatcher, 414 W ebb 
St. Meets 123 W. W esley St.

JERSEY CITY, NEW  JERSEY
Jersey City. Mrs. Sarah B. Black, 109 Bel­
mont Ave.

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI
Kansas City. Miss Clara Linder, 3126 W ash­
ington St. Meets 203 Studio Bldg. Tel. South 
945.

LA GRANGE, ILLINOIS
La Grange. W. P. F ogg, 18 No. 5th Ave. 
Meets 200 So. F ifth  St. Tel. La Grange 229.

LIMA, OHIO
Lima. L. P. Tolby, 864 W . High St.*

LINCOLN, NEBRASKA
Lincoln. Miss Annie E. Stephenson, 1547 C St. 
Meets Room  28, Burlington Block, Cor. 13th 
and O Sts.

LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA
Long Beach. Mrs. F lorence A  Irvine, Epper- 
ison Apartments, Pacific Ave.

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
H ollyw ood. Miss Jetta Clay, Krotona, H olly ­
wood, Calif. Meets Odd Fellow s Hall, 6412 
H ollyw ood Blvd. Tel. Home 57134.
K rotona. Mrs. E. R. Broenniman, Krotona, 
H ollyw ood, Calif. Meets Assem bly Hall. Tel. 
Home 57134.
Los Angeles. Mrs. Rose G. Stockwell, 2009 
Oak St. Meets Blanchard Bldg., 233 So. 
Broadway. Tel. Home 73443.

NEW ARK, NEW  JERSEY
Newark. Mrs. L. H. Colvin, 235 Sixth Ave. 
Meets 57 Halsey St.

N EW  HAVEN, CONNECTICUT
New Haven. Dr. J. L. Buttner, 763 Orange St.

NEW  ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
New Orleans. Miss Muriel Mitchell, 7730 
Jeannette St. Meets De Soto Hotel. 
Truthseekers. Mrs. Florence Howard, 3513 
St. Charles Ave. Meets 3513 St. Charles Ave.

NEW  YORK, NEW  YORK
Central. Miss Katherine Farrington, 2 Col­
umbus Circle. Meets 2228 Broadway (bet. 
79-th and 80th Sts.) Tel. Schuyler 10436.
New York. Mrs. Lenelle E ggleston, 1402 Pa­
cific St., Brooklyn, N. Y. Meets 2228 Broad­
way.
Unity. Miss Ada L. K ershaw , 55 W all St. Tel. 
6200 Broad. Meets 2228 Broadway.
Upasika. Miss Sewona L. Peckham, 507 W. 
139th St. Meets 64 W. 34th St. Tel. Audubon 
1210.

NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
N orfolk. Mr. R. H. Pruefer, 809 Berm uda St.

NORTH HAVEN, CONNECTICUT
Mrs. M. A. Cowles.*

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA
Oakland. Mrs. Emma F. Shortledge, 348 
Palm Ave. Meets Maple Hall, Cor. 14th and 
W ebster Sts. Tel. Oakland 8120.

OMAHA, NEBRASKA
Omaha. Mrs. K. P. Eklund, 4319 Parker St. 
Meets Room  20, Baldridge-W eod Bldg., 20th 
and Fornum Sts. Tel. Douglas 3393 or W eb­
ster 5771.

ORANGE, NEW  JERSEY
Olcott. Mrs. George P. Swain, 55 Essex Ave. 

No lodge.



P A D U C A H , K E N T U C K Y
Mr. W . G. McFadden, 605 Broadway.*

P A S A D E N A , C A L IF O R N IA
P a s a d e n a . Mrs. Delia L. Colville, 1008 Gar­
field Ave. Tel. Home 1408.

P A T E R S O N , N E W  J E R S E Y
P a te r s o n . Miss Martha Bazdorf, 41 Olympia 
St., Lakeview. Meets Room  307 Colt Bldg. 
Tel. Paterson 1277-M.

P E L H A M , N E W  Y O R K
P e lh a m . Mrs. Fannie Brook, 328 Sixth St. 
Meets 246 Loring Ave. Tel. 1483; Tel. 2122 
W ., Mrs. Burnett.

P H I L A D E L P H IA , P E N N S Y L V A N IA
P h ila d e lp h ia . Miss Caryl Annear, 530 N. Na­
trona St. Meets 1617 No. Broad St.

P I E R R E , S O U T H  D A K O T A
P ie r r e . W allace E. Calhoun, 262 Coteau St. 
Meets 320 Pierre St.

P IT T S B U R G , P E N N S Y L V A N IA
I r o n  City. Mrs. D. Manning, 615 Union Bank 
Bldg.
Pittsburg. Mrs. Nelle R. Eberhart, 5301 Nor­
thumberland Ave. Meets W hitfield Bldg., 
W hitfield ard Baum Sts., East Liberty, P itts­
burg. Tel. 1958-R.

P O R T  H U R O N , M IC H IG A N
P o r t  H u r o n . Mrs. Sophina A. Peck, 1507 M ili­
tary St. Meets Public Library. Tel. 1016, 
Mrs. Peck.

P O R T L A N D , O R E G O N
P o r t la n d . Mrs. Louie F. MacGregor, 420 E. 15th 
St., North. Meets 726 M organ Bldg.

R E A D IN G , P E N N S Y L V A N IA
R e a d in g . L. C. Greim, 715 D ick St. Meets 
522 N. Ninth St. Tel. Consolidated 381-4.

R E D  W IN G , M IN N E S O T A
Mrs. David R. Jones, 824 Third St.*

R E N O , N E V A D A
R e n o . John H. W igg, 413 Elm St. Meets 
Room  28, W ashoe County Bank Bldg.

R O C H E S T E R , N E W  Y O R K
Genesee. Miss Alice L. Scranton, 83 Avenue D. 
Meets 101 Cornwall Bldg., 156 Main St. Tel. 
Stone 3652-L.
R o c h e s te r .  Miss Esther Pringle, 454 Court 
St. Meets 101 Cornwall Bldg. Tel. Stone
4423 -L .
W h i t e  L o tu s . Mrs. Maud N. Couch, 30 A tk in ­
son St. Meets Reynolds Library. Tel. Main 
4596-J.

S A C R A M E N T O , C A L IF O R N IA
S a c ra m e n to . F. G. W ilhelm , H otel Sacram en­
to. Meets Room  2, Odd F ellow s Temple. 

S A G IN A W , M IC H IG A N
S a g in a w . Mrs. E. G. Combs, 307 Owen St. 
Meets Room  4, Cass Bldg. Tel. 1420-J.

S T . J O S E P H , M IS S O U R I
St. J o s e p h . Mrs. A lice Blum, 203 Studio Bldg., 
Kansas City, Mo.

S T . L O U IS , M IS S O U R I
B r o t h e r h o o d . Mrs. Emma Niedner, 4249 Shen­
andoah. Meets Olcott Hall, Nicholas Bldg., 
1504 S. Grand Ave. Tel. Grand 2140.
St. L o u is . Mrs. M. L . Atkins, 5937-A, H am il­
ton Terrace. Meets 3429 Franklin  Ave. Tel. 
Cab. 4928-R.

ST. P A U L , M IN N E S O T A
St. P a u l. Charles W eschcke, 98 S. W abasha 
St. Meets 210 Essex Bldg., 23 E. Sixth St. 
Tel. Cedar 1478.

S A L T  L A K E  C IT Y , U T A H
S a lt  L a k e . Frank B. Terriberry, Calder’s Sta­
tion. Phone Hyland 236-W. Meets Room  315, 
Tem pleton Bldg.

S A N  A N T O N IO , T E X A S
S an  A n t o n io . Miss Julia M. Hyde, B ox 1150. 
Meets 208 Central Office Bldg. Tel. (o ld ) 8130.

S A N  D IE G O , C A L IF O R N IA
A n n ie  B e sa n t . Mrs. A lfred D . Robinson, P o in t  
Loma, California. Meets 1322 Fifth  St. 
Phones: Home 3379; Sunset, Main 2632-W3.

S A N  F R A N C IS C O , C A L IF O R N IA
Golden Gate. Mrs. E. J. Eaton, 1472 Golden 
Gate Ave. Meets 1472 Golden Gate Ave. Tel. 
Sunset 1645.
San Francisco. Miss Teresina Burger, 429 
Second Ave. Meets Native Sons Bldg., 430 
Mason St.

SA N  J O S E , C A L IF O R N IA
S an  J o s e . W illiam  F. Davis, 350 N. Ninth St. 
Meets Spiritual Temple. Tel. San Jose 5099-R.

S A N T A  C R U Z , C A L IF O R N IA
Santa Cruz. Mrs. Nellie H. Uhden, 145 Third 
St. Meets 145 Third St. Tel. 479-388 Main 
Lines.

S A N T A  R O S A , C A L IF O R N IA
S a n ta  R o s a . Mrs. Lucy M. Zoberbier, 433 
H um boldt St.

S C O T T S B L U F F , N E B R A S K A
Dr. Andrew  Crawford.*

S E A T T L E , W A S H IN G T O N
S e a tt le . Mrs. Blanche Sergeant, Fauntleroy
Park, Station T. Meets Room s 221-222 P. I. 
Bldg., Union St. Tel. Main 8232.

S H E R ID A N , W Y O M IN G
S h e r id a n . Perry Hulse, B ox 453. Meets O dd 
Fellow s Hall, 26 N. Main St.

S IO U X  C IT Y , IO W A
R. S. Owen, Sr., 1140 22nd St.*

S O U T H  F R A M IN G H A M , M A S S A C H U S E T T S
Mr. Florian A. Baker, Miss Ada Baker, Miss 
Louise Eitel, 45 Franklin St.*

S O U T H  P A S A D E N A , C A L IF O R N IA
South Pasadena. Mrs. Cora C. Sheffield, 1019
Montrose Ave.

S P O K A N E , W A S H IN G T O N
Spokane. Mrs. W illiam  Morris, 1042 P rov i­
dence Ave. Meets (same address).

S P R IN G F IE L D , M A S S A C H U S E T T S
Springfield. Miss Elizabeth B. Bunker, 95 
M ulberry St. Meets Room 207 Kinsman Bldg. 
168 Bridge St. Tel. 3431-M.

S T A M F O R D , C O N N E C T IC U T
Mrs. Annie B. Southwick, 162 Glenbrook 
Road.*

S U P E R IO R , W IS C O N S IN
Superior. W. E. Haily, Room  219 Truax Bldg. 
Superior North Star. A. L. W illiam s, 1512 
Baxter Ave.

S U T E R S V IL L E , P E N N S Y L V A N IA
Newton. J. F. Clark, P. O. B ox 18, Suters-
ville, Pa.

S Y R A C U S E , N E W  Y O R K
Syracuse. Miss Fannie C. Spaulding, 2364 
Midland Ave., Onondaga V alley Sta. Meets 
103 Bastable. Tel. 5481 W arren. ■

T A C O M A , W A S H IN G T O N
T a c o m a . G. A. W eber, 1529 So. E St. Meets 
719 South E S.t.

T A M P A , F L O R ID A
T a m p a . George P. Sullivan, Box 598. 

T O L E D O , O H IO
H a r m o n y . Mrs. Maude Skeldon, 328 R iver 
Place. Meets 219 M ichigan St. Tel. Home 
6170.
T o le d o . Mrs. Graziella Curtis, 1127 Horace 
St. Meets 302 Colton Bldg. Tel. A-6739. 

T O P E K A , K A N S A S
T o p e k a . Mrs. Jennie Griffin, 714 Horne St.



W A L L A C E , ID A H O
W a lla c e . Mrs. "Louise C. W ilkins.

W A S H IN G T O N , D . C.
C a p ita l  C ity . Miss Edith C. Gray, B o x  314. 
Meets 1216 H St., N. W.
W ashington. Mrs. Caroline M. Gillett, 1954 
Calvert St., N. AY. Meets 1216 H St., N. W.

W E B B  C IT Y , M IS S O U R I
W e b b  C ity . Miss Ethel W atson, 824 W est 3d 
St.

W H E E L I N G , W E S T  V IR G IN IA
Mrs. Caroline Arbenz, 39 15th St.* 

W IL M IN G T O N , D E L A W A R E
W ilm in g to n . Thomas M. Pentz, 408 W est 21st 
St.

C A N A D A
C A L G A R Y , A L B E R T A

C a lg a r y . W. Midgley, Merchants’ Bank of 
Canada. Phone M. 6255. Meets Public L i­
brary.
M ille n n iu m . Herbert S. Millen, Room  9, 
Mackie Blk., 236 8th Ave., W.

E D M O N T O N , A L B E R T A
E d m o n to n . H. T. Bolt, Box 34. Meets Labor 
Hall, Jasper Ave. Tel. 6470, H. T. Bolt. 

H A M IL T O N , O N T A R IO
Mr Albert E. Edgington, 70 V ictoria Ave., 
So.*

K E L O W N A , B . C.
K e lo w n a . Sydney H. Old, Box 576.

M O N T R E A L , Q U E B E C
M o n tr e a l . Miss G. I. W atson, Box 672. Meets 
Room  10, 16 McGill College Ave. Tel. East 
3863, Mr. Fyfe.

R E G IN A , S A S K A T C H E W A N
R e g in a . C. A. Grubb, Public Wlorks Dept., 
Government Bldg.

T O R O N T O , O N T A R IO
T o r o n t o .  R oy M. Mitchell, 41 Harbord St. 
Meets Canadian Foresters’ Hall.

V A N C O U V E R , B . C.
L o tu s . Miss Jessica Hunt, Box 1224. Meets 
Room  11, 522 Pender St., W. Phone, Sey­
mour 9424.
O rp h e u s . Mr. Ernest W. James, Box 1742. 
Meets Studio Club, Hastings St.
V a n c o u v e r . Kenneth McKenzie, Room  125, 
119 Pender St., W.

V IC T O R IA , B . C.
Victoria. Mrs. Charles Hampton, Box 73. 
Meets 1203-5 Langley St. Tel. 177.

W IN N IP E G , M A N IT O B A
W in n ip e g . W illiam  H. A. Long, Inland R ev­
enue Dept. Meets Room  19, Birks Bldg., P ort­
age Ave.

N u m b e r  o f  lo d g e s , 143. A p p r o x im a t e  m e m b e r s h  ip , 41S9.

♦Resident member. No lodge.

N A T IO N A L  SE C TIO N S

Section
Am erica
England & W ales
India
Australia
Scandinavia
New Zealand
Netherlands
France
Italy
Germany
Cuba
H ungary

Finland 
Russia 
Bohemia 
South A frica 
Scotland 
Switzerland 
Belgium
Dutch East Indies 
Burma 
Austria 
Norway

General Secretary
A. P. W arrington, Esq., K rotona, H ollyw ood, Los Angeles, Calif.
Mrs. Sharpe, 19, Tavistock Square, London, W, C.
Rai Iqbal Narain Gurtu, Benares City, U. P.
W. G. John, Esq., 132 Phillip Street, Sydney, N. S. W.
Arvid Knos, Engelbrechtsgatan, 7, Stockholm, Sweden
Dr. C. W. Sanders, 351, Queen Street, Auckland
A. J. Choop-Koopm ans, Esq., Am steldijk, 76, Amsterdam
Monsieur Charles Blech, 59, Avenue de la Bourdonnais, Paris
Professor O. Penzig, 1, Corso Dogali, Genoa
J. L. M. Lauweriks, 19, Hassleyerstr., Hagen in W'estfalen
Senor Rafael de Albear, Apartado, 365, Havana
Professor Robert Nadler, M agyar Teozofia Tarsasag, Ferencziek Tere, 
4.iii. 10, Budapest, iv.
Pekka Ervast, Esq., A ggelby
Mme. A. Kamensky, Ivanovskaya, 22, Petersburg
Herr Jan Bedrnicek, Prague-Podbaba, Dolni Sarka 275, Bohemia
C. E. Nelson, Esq., P. O. Box 1012, Johannesburg, Transvaal
D. Graham Pole, Esq., 28, Great K ing Street, Edinburgh 
Mile. H. Stephani, Cour S. Pierre, 7, Geneva
Gaston Polak, 112, Avenue de la Toison d’Or, Brussels
D. van Hinloopen Labberton, Esq., W eltevreden T jikini 72, Java
Moung Thain Moung, Olcott Lodge, 49th Street, East Rangoon
John Cordes, Esq., Marxerg, 28, Vienna iii
Miss Eva Blytt, Hansteensgt 91, Kristiania, Norway

Presidential Agents in Non-Sectionalized Countries
South Am erica Senor Adrian A. Madril, Cordoba 1749, R osario de Santa Fe, Argentina 
Spain Senor Don Jose X ifre , R ifu g io  “ Felicitos,”  Campfer (G risons), Haute

Engadine, Switzerland
P. Leslie Pielou, 76, St. Lawrence Road, Clonturf, Dublin, IrelandIreland



Hack Nnua
THE EFFECT OF SUNSHINE

A number of people, when they heard that the Theosophical Book Con­
cern had moved from Chicago to Krotona, thought that it had gone to the 
very edge of the world, and would no doubt drop off into space. There are, 
of course, disadvantages in having the main office of a large book business 
on the Pacific Coast, but they are more than offset, we believe, by other 
more important advantages which greet us at Krotona.

Now as to the disadvantages which hummed about our ears before we 
left Chicago:

“ You will be too far from the centre of population,” said one.
We replied: “ It takes the mail train only sixty-six hours to go from Los 

Angeles to Chicago, so at the most our shipments to eastern friends will 
only be delayed twice that length of time—to allow for their orders to reach 
Los Angeles and for the books to return—while many thousands of people 
in western states will get their books sooner than from Chicago.”

“ But we shall have to pay more expressage from Los Angeles than from 
Chicago,” another objected.

“ The rates are exactly the same either by express or mail,” we smilingly 
rejoined.

“The Book Concern will have to pay exorbitant rates on large consign­
ments sent by express from England,” said one man who knew.

This was a stunning objection, we admitted, and accordingly felt rather 
unhappy for a time, until it was discovered that the express charges are to 
be reduced February 1; then we felt better. Furthermore, we are ordering 
the bulk of our stock to come forward by freight. From India it will travel 
across the Pacific by way of Hong Kong, and in a few months books from 
England will journey round to Los Angeles by way of the Canal.

“ Will not the cost of printing be excessive?” enquired another. We did 
not know then; now we do. Printing is cheaper in Los Angeles than in 
Chicago, and with the opening of the Canal, paper and other supplies will 
also be lessened in cost.

But the great advantage of Krotona is the glorious sunlight and the fresh 
air. People can work here in comfort and without fatigue and by living on 
the Estate can enjoy all the comforts of home. Accordingly there are many 
willing hands to make the business wheels turn round, and while in Chicago 
the salary expense was a serious item to be considered, here it is only neces­
sary to pay the bare living expenses of the workers who, though they have 
no physical wealth to give, have dedicated a wealth of devotion and hard 
work to the various activities at Krotona.

Further, there is ample space in which the Book Concern can grow, and 
now, for the first time, we do not have to puzzle our heads where to put 
the books, when a new shipment of stock arrives. W e have space to erect a 
printing plant if we can afford one, and if this is done, our propaganda litera­
ture can be much cheapened.



FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Book News, the little bulletin of Theosophical and other books, has crept 

under the mantle of The American Theosophist, and will hereafter appear 
at the end of the latter. As before, it will be the aim of the Editor of the 
Book News section of The American Theosophist to give the latest informa­
tion about Theosophical books, to mention any bargains offered by the 
Theosophical Book Concern, and to offer from time to time courses of reading 
in some subject of real interest. Book News, as a separate publication, will 
only venture forth at infrequent intervals, as a source of information to inter­
ested people whose names have been received by us in one way or another. 
Do not send in any more subscriptions, therefore, to Book News, as it will 
no longer be issued on a subscription basis, but put aside a few more quarter 
dollars and subscribe to The American Theosophist.

A CHANGE IN PRICE
Through a printer’s error which occurred several years ago, the price 

of A Study in Consciousness, by Mrs. Besant, was placed at $1.50, which is 
the exact equivalent of the English price, and did not make any allowance 
for duty or cost of carriage from England to America. For years, therefore, 
the Theosophical Book Concern, animated no doubt by the highest altruism, 
has been selling this volume at an actual loss. Unluckily—for the public— 
the Manager of the Book Concern immediately increased the price of the 
volume to $2.00 (postage 12 cents), and accordingly it has become necessary 
for the Editor of Book News—who, to speak strictly in confidence, is the 
same person as the Manager—to announce sorrowfully that A Study in Con- 
each, postpaid. The 1912 issue is out of print.

1914 BIBBY’S ANNUAL
A recent announcement from England brought the news that the 1914 

issue of Bibby’s Annual would not be ready until April of next year. This 
means, of course, that we shall not see it in America until probably two 
months later. If you wish copies of this most lovely of our Theosophical 
Magazines, please send in orders some time in May. Remember that we 
have in stock a few copies of the 1911 and 1913 issues which sell at 50 cents 
each, postpaid. The 1912 issue is out of print.

A FEW HINTS
Our friends can greatly assist us by sending cash whenever possible with 

their orders—do not forget to include postage—since this eliminates open­
ing an account on our books, which is necessary every time we extend credit 
to a person. Of course, we are glad to give credit to Lodge Book Concerns 
and to regular booksellers.

When communications or remittances are sent it would be of great assist­
ance to us if they were addressed and made payable as follows:

For books, pamphlets or subscriptions to all magazines (except The 
American Theosophist) to the

Theosophical Book Concern, Krotona, Hollywood, Los Angeles, Calif.
For subscriptions to The American Theosophist, changes of address, 

and everything regarding advertising to
The Business Manager, American Theosophist, Krotona, Hollywood, Los 

Angeles, Calif.
All editorial communications and Mss. to
The Editor, American Theosophist, Krotona, Hollywood, Los Angeles, 

Calif.
For information regarding the Theosophical Society, requests for litera-



KROTONA
Buy a homesite near KROTONA, the promised land. The available residence 

property near Krotona is limited, thousands of Theosophists throughout the world 
are looking with longing eyes toward KROTONA, and a future home near the great 
Institution. Beachwood Park lots adjacent to KROTONA are being rapidly taken over. 
$100,000 worth sold in 18 months, many to Theosophists in the United States and 
Canada by mail. Many purchasers have doubled and quadrupled their investments 
here. The folowing letter endorses our methods:

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  IN T E R IO R
U N IT E D  S T A T E S  IN D IA N  S E R V IC E  

P IM A  IN D IA N  S C H O O L

May 9, 19.13.

Albert H. ^each Esq.,
214 Douglas Bllg.,

Los Angeles, °allf.

Dear Sir • -

Enclosed I hand you $20. on account of my 

lot Ho. 86 Beachwood Eark Ho. 2.
Recently my uncle. Mr James White, looked 

over my lot while in Los Angeles, and wrote me that he 

was very much pleased with the same.
I'have to thank you for the very fair deal 

you gave me. Any time that I have opportunity to inter­

est others in the matter of real estate handled by you 

I shall be very happy to do so.
Very t r u ly  yours, r > ,

— — - — ------------>
LOTS $500.00 UP, EASY MONTHLY PAYMENTS

We sell lots by mail. Here is our proposition:
Remit $10.00 for each lot desired, state the limit of price you desire to pay. We 

will then select the Lots and mail you a Plat of Tract, together with full description 
of the lot selected. The $10.00 will hold the lot 60 days, during which time you can 
either exchange it for any other unsold lot in the tract as per price schedule, confirm 
the sale, or have your money hack, as you desire.

The terms of purchase are: One per cent or more of the purchase price down,
and one per cent or more per month of the balance, to Include interest payments. 
Interest, 7% per annum, computed monthly. No attention paid to inquiries unaccom­
panied by the $10.00 remittance.

References: American Theosophist, Krotona, Hollywood. Any Bank in Los An­
geles or Mercantile Agencies.

ALBERT H. BEACH CO., Fiscal Agents For 
LOS ANGELES-HOLLYWOOD HOMES CO.

214  D O U G L A S  B U I L D I N G ,  L O S  A N G E L E S ,  C A L .



ture, applications for membership, dues, fees and donations, to
The General Secretary, Theosophical Society, Krotona, Hollywood, Los 

Angeles, Calif.
All requests for information or literature pertaining to the “ Order of the 

Star in the East” to
The Order of the Star in the East, Krotona, Hollywood, Los Angeles, 

Calif.
Letters which must be referred to several departments cannot be handled 

as promptly as those which pertain to one department only. Of course 
several letters may be sent in one envelope.

Personal cheques are acceptable, and exchange need no longer be in­
cluded as our bank does not charge us exchange except in the case of cheques 
from San Diego. Stamps may be sent in payment of amounts less than 
$1.00, but please remember that foreign and Canadian stamps are useless in 
America. International Reply Coupons, which may be bought at any post- 
office here and abroad are good, since they can be exchanged for stamps.

A NEW SERIES OF ALCYONE POSTCARDS
As one of the easiest and best ways of sending helpful thoughts to others 

is by means of postcards, we have had printed sixteen different cards each 
containing a quotation from At the Feet of the Master, by J. Krishnamurti 
(Alcyone), and are offering them at the rate of two for five cents, postpaid. 
The cards are very artistic, being printed in old English type on heavy art 
cardboard. We are hoping that many of our friends will order these cards, 
because if this series proves to be a success we will print more from the 
writings of Mrs. Besant, Mr. Leadbeater, Mr. Jinarajadasa and others. Order 
the cards by the number which is noted below opposite each quotation. The 
quotations which follow are the ones appearing on the postcards.
No. 1.

In all the world there are only two kinds of people—those who know, and those 
who do not know; and this knowledge is the thing which matters. What religion a 
man holds, to what race he belongs— these things are not important; the really impor­
tant thing is this knowledge—the knowledge of God’s plan for men. For God has a plan, 
and that plan is evolution. When once a man has seen that and really knows it, he 
cannot help working for it and making himself one with it, because it is so glorious, 
so beautiful.
No. 2.

You must do right for the sake of the right, not in the hope of reward; you must 
work for the sake of the work, not in the hope of seeing the result; you must give 
yourself to the service of the world because you love it, and cannot help giving your­
self to it.
No. 3.

It is well to speak little; better still to say nothing, unless you are quite sure that 
what you wish to say is true, kind and helpful. Before speaking think carefully wheth­
er what you are going to say has those three qualities; if it has not, do not say it.
No. 4.

Use your thought-power every day for good purposes; be a force in the direction 
of evolution. Think each day of some one whom you know to be in sorrow, or suf­
fering, or in need of help, and pour out loving thought upon him.
No. 5.

All knowledge is useful, and one day you will have all knowledge; but while you 
have only part, take care that it is the most useful part. God is Wisdom as well as 
Love; and the more wisdom you have, the more you can manifest of Him. Study then, 
but study first that which will most help you to help others. Work patiently at your 
studies, not that men may think you wise, not even that you may have the happiness 
of being wise, but because only the wise man can be wisely helpful.
No. 6.

Learn to distinguish the God in everyone and everything, no matter how evil he 
or it may appear on the surface. You can help your brother through that which you



MODERN WORLD MOVEMENTS
B y  J . D . B u c k , M . D ., F. T . S., F. G. S., e tc .

This book is from  the pen of Dr. J. D. Buck, one of the oldest living- members of the 
“ Theosophical Society”  in the United States. He aims in this book (and we believe he has 
succeeded) to satisfy an ever increasing demand for inform ation concerning the “The­
osophical Society” and “ The School o f Natural Science” and the relation they sustain (if 
any) to each other, and concerning the “ M asters” back o f the tw o Movements.

Dr. Buck is doubtless better qalified to give this data than anyone in this country, for 
he was personally acquainted and intim ately associated with the founders of the “ The­
osophical Society,”  as he is also an accepted Student of “The School o f Natural Science,” 
and therefore in position to speak of and for “ The Great School”  as w ell as fo r  the “ The­
osophical Society.”

Dr. Buck speaks from  the v iew -point o f an Inner Member of the “ Theosophical Society” 
and his word should command the respectful consideration of every Student of “ Theoso­
phy.”

C lo th  B o u n d . P r i c e  p o s t -p a id , $1.00

Address all orders to Indo-American Book Co., 5707 cmĉ GÔ ILLINOIS

Carroll Springs Sanitarium
NEAR WASHINGTON, D. C.

Pure Air, Pure Water, Pure Food. Health Vibrations;
Home Environment. Medical, Electrical and Psychiatric 
Treatment. Massage and Nursing. Booklet on Appli­
cation.

G. H. W RIGHT, M. D., Forest Glen, Maryland

THE WEST COAST OF MEXICO
clim atically  is a

SOUTHERN EXTENSION OF CALIFORNIA
w ith m ore w ater, m ore tillable land , and a longer  
g ro w in g  season. P a rticu la rly  is this true o f the  
states o f

SONORA-SINALOA-TEPIC-JALISCO
with their m an y  river valleys crossed by the 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD OF MEXICO 
and containing some o f  the 

BEST IRRIGABLE LANDS IN THE WORLD
still undeveloped. L e t  us tell you  som ething o f them .

H .  L A W T O N ,  G. F. d| P. A ., G u a y m a s, S on ora, M e x ic o .



have in common with him, and that is the Divine Life; learn how to arouse that in 
him, learn how to appeal to that in him; so shall you save your brother from wrong.
No. 7.

In the Light of the Master’s holy Presence all desire dies, but the desire to be like 
Him.
No. 8.

A small thing which is directly useful in the Master’s work is far better worth 
doing than a large thing which the world would call good.
No. 9.

Hold back your mind from pride, for pride comes only from ignorance. The man 
who does not know thinks that he is great, that he has done this or that great thing; 
the wise man knows that only God is great, that all good work is done by God alone. 
No. 10.

Never speak ill of any one; refuse to listen when any one else speaks ill of another, 
but gently say: “Perhaps this is not true, and even if it is, it is kinder not to speak 
of it.”
No. 11.

You must not hold a thought just because many other people hold it, nor because 
it has been believed for centuries, nor because it is written in some book which men 
think sacred; you must think of the matter for yourself, and judge for yourself whether 
it is reasonable. Remember that though a thousand men agree upon a subject, if they 
know nothing about that subject their opinion is of no value.
No. 12.

The Master teaches that it does not matter in the least what happens to a man 
from the outside; sorrows, troubles, sicknesses, losses—all these must be as nothing to 
him, and must not be allowed to affect the calmness of his mind. They are the result 
of past actions, and when they come you must bear them cheerfully, remembering that 
all evil is transitory, and that your duty is to remain always joyous and serene. They 
belong to your previous lives, not to this; you cannot alter them, so it is useless to 
trouble about them. Think rather of what you are doing now, which will make the 
events of your next life, for that you can alter.
No. 13.

You must trust yourself. You say you know yourself too well? If you feel so, 
you do not know yourself; you know only the weak outer husk, which has fallen often 
into the mire. But you— the, real you— you are a spark of God’s own fire, and God, who 
is Almighty, is in you, and because of that there is nothing that you cannot do if you 
will. Say to yourself: “What man has done, man can do. I am a man, yet also God 
in man; I can do this thing, and I will.” For your will must be like tempered steel, 
if you would tread the Path.
No. 14.

You must discriminate between the important and the unimportant. Firm as a 
rock where right and wrong are concerned, yield always to others in things which do 
not matter. For you must be always gentle and kindly, reasonable and accommodat­
ing, leaving to others the same full liberty which you need for yourself.
No. 15.

You must be active in doing good. You must be so filled with the intense desire 
of service that you are ever on the watch to render it to all around you-—not to man 
alone, but even to animals and plants. You must render it in small things every day, 
that the habit may be formed, so that you may not miss the rare opportunity when 
the great thing offers itself to be done. For if you yearn to be one with God, it is 
not for your own sake; it is that you may be a channel through which His love may 
flow to reach your fellow-men.
No. 16.

To be useful to mankind, thought must result in action. There must be no lazi­
ness, but constant activity in good work. But it must be your own duty that you do 
— not another man’s, unless with his permission and by way of helping him. Leave 
every man to do his own work in his own way; be always ready to offer help where 
it is needed, but never interfere. For many people the most difficult thing in the 
world to learn is to mind their own business; but that is exactly what you must do.

A COURSE OF READING IN ELEMENTARY THEOSOPHY
It is essential for a person commencing a study of Theosophy to gain a 

clear outline of the whole system of thought. To this outline, as his reading 
continues, details may be added, but without the outline the information



FOR THE ORDER OF THE 
STAR IN THE EAST.

The O. E. L ibrary w ill contribute the 
entire proceeds from  the sale of the books 
mentioned below , to the w ork o f the 
Am erican Division o f the Order, during 
January.

Theosophical books in good condition 
w ill be accepted in payment, but on ly at 
prices agreed on in advance.

Good second-hand theosophical books 
w ill be received and sold for the benefit 
o f the Order. Specify purpose. Cash con ­
tributions, small or large w ill be received 
and forwarded.
A L L  B O O K S  P O S T -P A I D — U . S. o r  C A N A ­

D IA N  .P O S T A G E  S T A M P S  A C C E P T E D  
A lc y o n e :  At the Feet o f the Master
(paper, 25 cts .; cloth, 50 cts .; leather, 75 
cts. vest pocket edition, leather, 75 cts .); 
Education as Service (paper, 25 cts.; cloth, 
50 cts.; leather, 75 cts.).
Besant: The Changing W orld ($1); The
Immediate Future ($1); Esoteric Chris­
tianity ($1.50); Path o f D iscipleship (75 
cts .); The Spiritual L ife ($1); Initiation, 
or the Perfecting of Man ($1).
J in a r a jm la s n : In His Name (paper, 25
cts.: cloth, 50 cts.; leather, 75 cts.). 
L c a d b e n t c r :  Inner Life, Vol. 1 ($1.50).
W i l l i s :  The Truth About Christ (10 cts.;$1 a dozen).

The Oriental Esoteric Library
1207 a  S tr e e t , N . W „  W a s h in g t o n ,  D . C.
(Associated with The American Section, 

T. S.)

Illustrate Your
Lectures

W e will make lantern slides 
from your pictures or drawings 
at one-half usual price. Slides 
for sale or rent, including 
“Thought-forms”  and “ Man, 
Visible and Invisible.”

The American Section
Stereopdcon Bureau

J. C. Myers, Head 
10736 Walnut Street 

Morgan Park - Illinois

MAUD LINDON, f. t . s .
ASTROLOGER

M. Astrological Society, Inc., N. Y.
M. National Astrological Society, U. S. A.

HOROSCOPE: W i t h  Progressed
Chart and Full Reading of Charac­
ter, Career, Prospects, etc........ $2.00

HOROSCOPE : Nativity and Pro­
gressed Charts, Synthetic Life 
Reading in detail, with scientifical­
ly calculated present and future 
Prospects, Occult tendencies, etc.

$5.00

Give Date, Hour and Place of Birth

MAUD LINDON 
1233 East 50th St., Chicago, 111.

The Life and Teachings
O f G IO R D A N O  B R U N O  

B y  C O U L SO N  T U R N B U L L  
P r ic e i  In  L e a th e r , 9 1 .2 5 ; In C lo th , $1.00

The life and teachings o f  Giordano 
Bruno are creating an unusual and in ­
creased interest. The enquiry into his life  
is characteristic o f our times. W e wish 
to render homage to our w orld ’s best 
thinkers and heroes, and our earth has 
yielded up few  such heroes as Bruno. His 
career was fraught with the keenest dis­
appointments and great suffering. Born 
of heroic mental mould, in cloistered cell 
he gained deep know ledge and under­
standing, which he hurled into a sleeping 
world.

Throughout Bruno’s w ritings the reader 
will notice that the love o f the good is 
identified with the highest kinds of specu­
lative knowledge. One marvels at his g e ­
nius, his eloquence, his earnest devotion 
to the unseen truths of the soul.

The book is a humble tribute to a noble 
soul. The w ork  of gathering his w ritings 
has covered several years, w hile traveling 
in Europe. The labor has been one o f 
great love and has already earned the 
writer rich reward.

Students of m ysticism  w ill And much of 
deep and lasting interest in this new con ­
tribution to the m ystical literature o f  the 
day. Tw o fine illustrations have been 
added to this excellent work.

The Gnostic Press
BOX B»e SAN DIEGO, CALIF.



gleaned from books remains unorganized and is, therefore, oftentimes con­
fusing. In commencing a study of elementary Theosophy, it is well to read 
first those books which give a broad grasp of the whole subject.

Probably the best book for one wholly unacquainted with Theosophy to 
take up would be either Popular Lectures, by Mrs. Besant, or An Outline 
of Theosophy, by Mr. Leadbeater. Both of them are simple, but vary in 
their appeal to different temperaments. Those scientifically inclined will 
prefer An, Outline of Theosophy, while others, who enjoy the philosophic, 
will find Popular Lectures most suitable.

It would be wise at this time to read a little book by L. W. Rogers, 
called Hints to Young Students of Occultism. His advice is sound and prac­
tical, and, if followed, will help the student. Beyond doubt the next book 
of greatest value and interest would be The Riddle of Life, by Mrs. Besant, 
for in this volume she describes in clear and simple language many of the 
fundamental teachings of Theosophy. It might then be advisable to study 
Man and His Bodies, by the same author, since in this manual are offered 
those interesting details which help to round out the mental conceptions now 
forming in the mind of the student.

In order to gain a different view-point, it would be well to turn now to 
a book by Mr. Leadbeater, called Life After Death, and follow this by a study 
of Some Glimpses of Occultism, also by the same author. The latter is a 
volume containing a series of popular but instructive lectures delivered in 
Chicago a few years ago. The Textbook of Theosophy, by Mr. Leadbeater, 
may usefully be read now, for its classic simplicity of statement will be 
understood and appreciated.

We strongly recommend to the student that throughout the course of 
study outlined above he read many times and strive to follow the teachings 
given in that priceless manual of the Higher Life, called At the Feet of the 
Master. For it is true now, as it has ever been in the past, that “he who 
lives the life shall know the doctrine,” and if the spirit of this manual is 
grasped, the progress of the student will be immensely accelerated.

An excellent, though extremely condensed outline of Theosophy, has re­
cently appeared in the People’s Series of Books, under the title Theosophy. 
In it Mrs. Besant gives a terse presentation of the basic truths of Theosophy, 
and, while in places it may be difficult for the beginner to grasp fully her 
meaning, because of lack of previous study, nevertheless the book is of great 
value and offers an original classification of Theosophical teachings.

Some people like a book written some years ago by Lillian Edger, called 
Elements of Theosophy, while others appreciate the thoughtful study of the 
possibilities and methods of character building found in The Evolution of 
Character, by Sarah Corbett.

To those who have been studying New Thought Literature we recom­
mend Theosophy and the New Psychology, by Mrs. Besant, as the lectures 
contained in this volume touch upon ideas made familiar in New Thought 
literature—the larger consciousness, clairvoyance, telepathy and the methods 
of unfoldment.

Mrs. Besant has also given many interesting lectures about the existence 
of the soul, hypnotism and mental healing', but until recently it has been 
difficult to obtain reports of them. Now they have been collected and pub­
lished in book form under the name Psychology.

A manual of occultism, written by Irving S. Cooper, entitled Methods of 
Psychic Development, may aid the beginner in his study of psychism, by



Scientific Eating
I have prepared a course of study- 

in Scientific Eating which teaches 
you how to select, how to combine 
and how to proportion your food at 
meals.

These lessons are the boiled down 
results of 20 years’ study and experi­
ence in treating over 20,000 people 
by scientific eating.

These lessons make the taking of 
instructions from so-called food ex­
perts unnecessary. They make every 
person their own food doctor. They 
teach you how to select, how to com­
bine and how to -prepare common 
every-day food so as to get natural 
results. Natural results mean health. 
In other words, these lessons teach 
you how to give Nature the proper 
tools to do her work with.

The Government teaches farmers 
how to feed cattle and hogs so as to 
make them healthy. These lessons 
do the same thing for people, why 
not?

Dr. H. W. Morse of Hartford, 
Conn., one of the most learned men 
in the medical profession writing of 
this book said:

“ Scientific Eating is a wonderful little 
book. It tells o f  a science that will do 
more to cure disease than all the drugs in 
the w orld.”

Drop me a card and I will send 
you this little book free of charge. 
It explains my course of lessons and 
incidentally tells why civilized man 
is only 51 per cent efficient and lives 
an average of only 39 years and 3 
months.

E U G E N E  C H R I S T I A N , F . S. D .
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N E W  Y O R K

CORRECT ENGLISH
-H O W  TO USE IT

Josephine T urck  Baker, Editor

A M O N T H L Y  M A G A Z I N E
FOR PROGRESSIVE MEN AND WOMEN, 

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL; 
CLUB-WOMEN, TEACHERS,

STUDENTS, MINISTERS, DOCTORS,
LAW YERS, STENOGRAPHERS 

and for  all who wish to 
SPEAK AND W R IT E  CORRECT ENGLISH

_  PARTIAL LIST OF CONTENTS
Your Every-Day Vocabulary:
H ow  to Enlarge it
W ords, T h e ir Meanings and T h e ir  Uses. 
Pronunciations with Illustrative Sentences 
Helps for Speakers 
Helps For W rite rs  
Helps For Teachers
Business English For The Business Man 
Correct English For The Beginner 
Correct English For The Advanced Pupil 
Correct English For The Foreigner 
Suggestions For The Teacher 
Correct English In The School 
Correct English In The Home 
Shall And W ill:  How to use them  
Should And W ould: How to use them  
Sample Copy, 20c. Price, $2.00 a Year

E V A N S T O N , I L L I N O I S

BECOME AN IMMORTAL
A man dies but his insurance policy 

takes his place. He lives again in the 
care and comfort provided for his 
loved ones. Become an Immortal by 
insuring in the Old Massachusetts 

M utual.

We insure both men and women.

Write for rates and other informa­
tion; also give date of birth.

David S. M . Unger
IN S U R A N C E  C O U N S E LO R  A N D  

A U T H O R IZ E D  A G E N T  

H A R R IS  T R U S T  BLDG. CHICAG O



giving in clear and simple language, free from technical terms, the laws, 
practices and results of psychic development.

We recommend Thought Power, Its Control and Culture, a book which 
has passed through six editions. The introduction may be somewhat difficult 
to one unversed in philosophy, but the rest of the volume is extremely prac­
tical and very helpful to those who are interested in mental training or in 
the possibilities of the mind.

Those who have little time for deeper study but wish to gain the most 
out of their knowledge of Theosophy by making it of practical value in life, 
may find inspiration and help in a little volume called The Secret of Hap­
piness, by Irving S. Cooper.

Several people have been asking if there were not Theosophical books 
written for children. There are a few, and among the best are Theosophy 
for Beginners, by C. W. Christie, and First Steps in Theosophy, by Ethel M. 
Mallet. The first book will be appreciated by children from eight to twelve 
years of age, while the latter is best for those who are a little older.

Teachers of children would do well to study and apply the thoughts ex­
pressed in the latest of the books by J. Krishnamurti (Alcyone), called Edu­
cation as Service, for the book is an inspiration and applies in a new way the 
qualifications for discipleship to the work of education.

ELEMENTARY THEOSOPHY
At the Feet of the Master. By J. Krishnamurti (Alcyone). A manual of the 

Higher Life, containing priceless teachings. Paper, $0.25. Cloth, $0.50. 
Leather, $0.75. Postage, $0.04.

Education as Service. By J. Krishnamurti (Alcyone). An application of 
the qualifications for discipleship to the work of education. An inspiring 
book which should be in the hands of every teacher of children. Paper, 
$0.25. Cloth, $0.50. Leather, $0.75. Postage, $0.05.

Elements of Theosophy. By Lillian Edger. Cloth, $0.75. .Postage, $0.06. 
Evolution of Character. By Sarah Corbett. A thoughtful study of the pos­

sibilities and methods of character training. Cloth, $0.75. Postage, $0.04. 
First Steps in Theosophy. By Ethel M. Mallett. A simple outline of Theo­

sophical teachings suitable for young people. Five colored plates. Cloth, 
$0.75. Postage, $0.07.

Hints to Young Students of Occultism. By L. W. Rogers. A practical guide 
to every one who wishes to gain the most from his reading and study of 
Theosophy. Cloth, $0.50. Postage, $0.05.

Life After Death. By C. W. Leadbeater. A series of nine interesting lectures 
on that which exists on the other side of death. The last chapter on 
“Thoughts Are Things” was written by Mrs. Besant. Illustrated by four 
colored plates. Glazed paper, $0.25. Postage, $0.03.

Man and His Bodies. By Annie Besant. A manual admirably suited to the 
needs of the beginner. It is an interesting study of the larger conscious­
ness in man, based upon first-hand investigation. Cloth, $0.35. Postage, 
$0.04.

Methods of Psychic Development. By Irving S. Cooper. A statement in 
clear and simple language, free from technical terms, of the laws, prac­
tices and results of psychic development. It contains a Foreword by Mr. 
Leadbeater. Cloth, $0.50. Postage, $0.04.

An Outline of Theosophy. By C. W. Leadbeater. A simple statement of the 
fundamental teachings of Theosophy. Excellent for the beginner. Cloth, 
$0.25. Postage, $0.04.



STOP! DON’T BUY TH AT BOOK!
Theosophical Books L oaned Free b y  M ail

A lc y o n e :  A t the Feet o f the Master; Education as Service.
B e s a n t :  The Changing W orld ; E soteric Christianity; Ideals o f  Theosophy; Initiation, o r

The P erfecting of Man; Thought Pow er; Its Control and Culture.
B r a g d o n :  Episodes from  an Unwritten H istory (o f  the Theosophical Society).
C o ll in s : Light on the Path.
C o o p e r : Methods o f Psychic Development.
K in g rs fo rd : The P erfect W ay, or the Finding o f  Christ.
L e a d b e o t e r :  The Christian Creed; The Perfum e o f  E gypt; etc.
P a t n n ja l i :  T oga  Sutras (Johnston’s version ).
S te in e r : Atlantis and Lemuria.
Theosophical Manuals, and many others.

T e r m s : To be returned postpaid at borrow er’s risk w ithin one month a fter receipt.
Up to four books not exceeding $3. On first request and to new patrons only. No refer­
ences or deposit required.

The fo llow in g  can be borrow ed at five cents a w eek per volum e (minimum, ten cents 
per volum e) and cost o f transportation.

T e r m s : A deposit o f  tw o dollars, unless w aived by special arrangement.
B e s a n t  nm l L e a d b e a t e r : Man: W hence, H ow  and W hither; Thought-F orm s; etc.
B la v a t s k y :  Isis Unveiled; The Secret Doctrine; K ey to Theosophy; etc.
L e a d b e a t e r : The Hidden Side of Things; The Inner L ife; Man, Visible and Invisible; etc.
M e a d : Hermes Thrice Greatest; The W orld  M ystery; etc., and all books by Besant, B la-
L e o :  All astrological books.
M e a d : Thrice Greatest Hermes; The W orld M ystery; etc., and all books by Besant, B la­

vatsky, Boehme, Hartmann, Leadbeater, Mead, Scott-E lllot, Sinnett, Steiner, W aite 
and others.

A ll Theosophical books for  sale, new  and second-hand. Usual discount to  lodges. 
Full lists, reading courses and inform ataion on request.

T H E  O. E . L I B R A R Y , 1207 ft  S T R E E T , N . W ., "W A S H IN G T O N , D . C .
> (Associated w ith The Am erican Section, T. S.)

CHIROPRACTIC AND DRUGLESS HEALING METHODS
B y  D r. R . E .  M cN amara, B . Sc.

How to keep well and live long. How to help others do the same. How 
to Diagnose Disease by that marvelous OCCULT method

“ DIAGNOSIS FROM THE EYE”
Contains chapters on—Appendicitis: Laws of cure; Small Pox and Vaccina­
tion; Cancer; Serums; Germs and their relation to disease; Spine in Health 
and Disease; Food; Dietetics; Digestion; etc.,

with
CRITICISMS OF MEDICAL PRACTICE

Half leather, 400 enamel pages; illustrated. Colored “Eye Key.”
Price $4.00 (10%) off to T. S. Members)

R. E. McNAMARA
UNIVERSAL COLLEGE, 530 BRADY STREET, DAVENPORT, IOW A



Popular Lectures on Theosophy. By Annie Besant. A delightful series of 
six lectures on the nature of Theosophy, the problems of destiny, the 
rebirth of the soul and the subtle worlds. Paper, $0.25. Postage, $0.06. 
Cloth, $0.50. Postage, $0.08.

Psychology. By Annie Besant. A collection of essays and addresses deal­
ing with the existence of the soul, moods, hypnotism, clairvoyance and 
mental healing. Cloth, $1.00. Postage, $0.07.

The Riddle of Life and How Theosophy Answers It. By Annie Besant. 
The essence o f Theosophy, but not a book for the mentally lazy. Its 

condensed statements provoke thought. Illustrated by four colored plates. 
Glazed paper, $0.25. Postage, $0.03.

The Secret of Happiness. By Irving S. Cooper. A practical application of 
the teachings of Theosophy to the problems of daily life. Cloth, $0.50. 
Postage, $0.04.

Some Glimpses of Occultism. By C. W. Leadbeater. A large volume dealing 
with mental healing, telepathy, psychical research, magic, and many other 
interesting things. Cloth, $1.50. Postage, $0.17.

Text Book of Theosophy. By C. W. Leadbeater. The clearest exposition in 
print of the fundamental teachings of Theosophy. Cloth, $0.75. Postage, 
$0.07.

Theosophy. (The People’s Books.) By Annie Besant. A condensed pre­
sentation, giving one a tremendous sweep of the whole range of Theo- 
sophic teachings. Cloth, $0.20. Postage, $0.05.

Theosophy and the New Psychology. By Annie Besant. Six popular lec­
tures on the larger consciousness, clairvoyance, telepathy, and methods 
of unfoldment. Cloth, $0.75. Postage, $0.05.

Theosophy for Beginners. By C. W. Christie. A splendid little book for 
children. Cloth, $0.65. Postage, $0.06.

Thought Power, Its Control and Culture. By Annie Besant. Recommended 
to those interested in the training of the mind. Sixth edition. Cloth, 
$0.75. Postage, $0.05.

GIFT BOOKS
A SPECIALLY SELECTED LIST

Price
Postpaid

Theosophy. The People's Books. Annie Besant...........................Cloth, $0.25
Condensed as nut-meat but readable and inspiring.

Adyar Album. J. Krishnamurti-----------------------------------------------Cloth .75
Interesting views and history of a famous estate.

Bhagavad Gita. Translated by Annie Besant.............. ................Leather, .78
An ancient Hindu Scripture of remarkable beauty and spirituality.

Doctrine of the Heart. Foreword by Annie Besant................. Leather, .78
The “Heart Doctrine” gleaned from letters of Hindu friends.

Path to the Masters of Wisdom. Annie Besant..............................Cloth, .54
Wisdom and guidance from one who is treading the Path.

Spiritual Life for the Man of the World. Annie Besant. Special Holi­
day edition, in a box..............._.............. ................................ -....... ......  .50
A lecture on practical spirituality that has been the inspiration of 
thousands.

Voice of the Silence. Trans, by Mme. Blavatsky.... ...... ..........Leather, .78
A mystical oriental treatise of great antiquity.



Book Department 
Los Angeles Lodge

o f the

Theosophical 
— Society—

Dealers and Importers of

THEOSOPHICAL BOOKS

Orders Promptly Filled

Blanchard Hall Building,
233 S. Broadway

Wanted: Addresses of persons resid­
ing on the Pacific Coast who would like 
notice mailed to them of the Theosophic­
al activities in Los Angeles.

To Members of 
the T. S. and 
Their Friends
If you will send us the names and 

addresses of all friends who are inter­
ested in the World’s Progress along 
the lines of Universal Brotherhood, 
Universal Peace, and Universal Toler­
ance, we will send them a free sample 
copy of

THE AMERICAN 
THEOSOPHIST

Send in the list now. We will send 
out the copies without any cost to you 
or to them.

Address The Business Manager of 
T H E  AM ERICAN THEO SO PH IST  

Krotona, Hollywood, Los Angeles, Cal.

ENGRAVERS
LECTROTYPERS
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5706 H o l ly w o o d  B ir d ., H o l ly w o o d ,  C a lif .
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JACOB F. GATES
Dealer in and Collector of Old and Rare

W ith HOLMES BOOK CO.
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C. H. MANSHEFFER
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100 Hollywood Blvd., Corner Cahuenga 

Hollywood, California Free Delivery
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6364 H o l ly w o o d  B lv d ., L o s  A n g e le s ,  C al.
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The Awakening. Mabel Collins______________________________ Cloth,
The awakening of the soul in another world, typified here by the 
daily awakening of the senses and the daily wonder of the dawn. 
How “ Light on the Path” was obtained.

Illusions. Mabel Collins________________   Cloth,
The inner side of nature illustrated by experiences of a psychic 
character.

A Cry from Afar. Mabel Collins----------------------------- ----------------Cloth,
To students of “ Light on the Path.”

Fragments of Thought and Life. Mabel Collins............................ Cloth,
Being seven essays and seven fables in illustration of the essays.

The Builders. Mabel Collins________________________   Cloth,
The Dwellers; the Destroyers; the Builders.

Through Gates of Gold. Mabel Collins..................................... .....Cloth,
The Idyll of the White Lotus. Mabel Collins_________________ Cloth,

An exquisite story, founded upon fact, yet full of symbolism.
Light on the Path. Written down by Mabel Collins.

Cloth, $0.25. Leather, 
The Wisdom of the East clothed in beautiful though cryptic
language.

The Tear and the Smile. M. Charles..... ..................... -...................Cloth,
The story of a girl who sees what others do not see.

The Dream of Ravan.............. ............................................................Cloth,
Deep truths woven into a fabric of charming mystery.

Day by Day Book. Compiled by M. T. Dunbar. Cloth, $0.25. Leather, 
Selections from the writings of Annie Besant so arranged as to aid 
those meditating upon the “ Divine Properties” as given in the Gita.

Christ and Buddha. C. Jinarajadasa.
Paper, $0.28. Cloth, $0.54. Leather, 

Glimpses of ancient and modern times aglow with delicate feeling 
and underlaid with much meaning to the attentive reader.

In His Name. C. Jinarajadasa___ Paper, $0.28. Cloth, $0.54. Leather,
An exquisite study of what is real and lasting, with counsel to 
those who seek the Master by one who has found Him.

Flowers and Gardens. C. Jinarajadasa.
Paper, $0.28. Cloth, $0.54. Leather, 

The life and ideas of the coming race—a dream structure sent by 
the Master K. H.

At the Feet of the Master. J. Krishnamurti (Alcyone).
Paper, $0.28. Cloth, $0.54. Leather, 

The teachings of a Master. Spiritual common sense that may be 
understood by all. The book has been translated into twenty-four 
languages. •

Education as Service. J. Krishnamurti (Alcyone).
Paper, $0.29. Cloth, $0.55. Leather, 

The teachings found in “At the Feet of the Master” applied to the 
education of children.

The Following of Christ. Thomas A ’Kempis....Cloth, $0.40. Leather,
Sometimes called “The Imitation of Christ.”

Morning Thoughts for the Year............................. Leather,
Very rare, only five copies left. A little volume of precious 
thoughts compiled from the writings of Annie Besant.
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New Theosophical Books 
for Old Ones

W hy hold on to  your old Theosophical 
books that you don’t read?
W hy not exchange them for  others that 
you want to read?
W hy not keep your reading up to date? 
W hy not have the latest Theosophical 
books on your table?
W hy not?
T h e  O. E . L ib r a r y  w ill take your s ta n d ­
a rd  T h e o s o p h ic a l  o r  o t h e r  O ccu lt  books, if 
in fair condition, credit you with their 
value and either send you new or second­
hand books in their place, or rent them to 
you.
Complete lists o f Theosophical book s for 
selection will be furnished.
The O. E. Library sells both new and old 
Theosophical and other Occult books and 
will get you any book you  want, i f  pos­
sible.
Such exchanges are made only a fter co r ­
respondence. We cannot guarantee to a c ­
cept books sent to us unsolicited, or to 
return them unless postage is furnished.

The Oriental Esoteric Library
1207 Q Street, N. \V., Washington, D. C.

(Associated with The Am erican Section, 
T. S.)

W . SCHREMPF
A R T I S T

Copies and Enlargem ents made of any 
Painting, Photograph, or Daguerotype 

143 N . D e a r b o r n  S t, C h ic a g o , 111.

HOLLM AN  
BUSINESS COLLEGE

D o  Y o u  W a n t  t o  B e t t e r  Y o u r s e l f ?  
D o  y o u  w a n t  t o  w r it e  s h o r t h a n d ?  
C O M E  A N D  S E E  US A B O U T  I T !  

P h o n e s : H o m e  5 40 2 1 ; B r o a d w a y  2560
1017-1010 SO F IG U E R O A  ST.

BE A  BANKER
Learn a profession at home that 
w ill give you standing and inde­
pendence. Pleasant work, short 
hours, all holidays off, yearly va­
cation with pay, good salary. 

Diplom a in six months. C atalog free.
E . G . A lc o r n , P r e s id e n t  

A M E R IC A N  S C H O O L  O F  B A N K IN G  
132 M cL e n e  B u i ld in g , C o lu m b u s ', O h io

DR. LAZETTE A. W EAVER, F.T.S.
O S T E O P A T H IC  P H Y S IC IA N  

930 C A L IF O R N IA  B U IL D IN G
(Special rates to T . S. Members)

Office Phone: F-3047 
Residence: 1351 Bond St.

Phones: 21612 - Main 4906

The Hollywood National Bank Cahuenga Avenue and Hollywood 

Boulevard
Los Angeles, California

THE CITIZENS SAVINGS BANK Total Assets • - - $900,000.00

100 typewritten lectures by best 
writers, including Mrs. Besant. 
Those desiring to deliver prepared 
lecturers find the Bureau a blessing. 
Lectures loaned at 10c each. Non­
members are privileged to make 
use of the Bureau. Write for list.

LECTURE BUREAU
MRS. JULIA A. MYERS

10736 Walnut St., Morgan Park, 111.

Wanted . *.
A  c o p y  o f  “ P is t is  S o p h ia ,”  b y  G . R . S. M ea d . 

State price and condition o f  book  to 
M R S . A . B . D IE D E R IC H S E N ,

4085 G e o r g ia  St.,
S an  D ie g o , C a lif .

T H E O S O P H Y  IN  IN D IA
The Official Organ of the Indian Section, 
T. S. A Magazine of Real Interest to the 
Public. Contains valuable articles from  
w ell-know n Indian Theosophists who 
place before the w orld the W isdom  o f  the 
East in the L ight o f Theosophy.
Send two dollars to The Am erican Theoso­
phist, who w ill rem it to
T H E  M A N A G E R , T H E O S O P H Y  IN  IN D IA * 

B e n a re s  C ity  ( I n d ia )

VEGETARIAN CAFETERIA
257-59 So. Hill St.,
Los Angeles, Calif.
The New A to l  Horoscope Delineator

Is the A m e r ic a n  T e x t  B o o k  o f  A s t r o l o g y
Second, revised and enlarged edition now 

ready. Cloth, 363 pages, illustrated, price 
$2.00 postpaid. Teaches practical modern 
A strology  for private or public practice.

One of the 21 A strologica l w orks by 
Llewellyn George, F. A. S.

L L E W E L L Y N  P U B L IS H IN G  CO.
B o x  638, P o r t la n d , O r e g o n , U . S. A .
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Echoes from the Gnosis. G. R. S. Mead...................... ......Leather, each .75
Extracts from the writings of ancient philosophers and mystics.
Each volume is complete in itself.

The Gnosis of the Mind.
The Hymns of Hermes.
The Vision of Aridaeus.
The Mysteries of Mithra.
Gnostic Crucifixion.
Chaldean Oracles. I.
Chaldean Oracles. II.

Meditation. H. B. Mitchell..................................................................Paper, .28
An illuminative treatise, one of the best on the subject.

Meditations upon the Real. H. P. B......... ............  Cloth, .20
Rare; only a few copies left of this valuable little compilation.

The Brahman’s Wisdom. Trans, from the German of Friedrich
Ruckert by Eva M. Martin. (Poetry)-......................................Cloth, .50
“ Breathes a sane and lofty philosophy of life, and teems with 
thoughts and phrases of a rare and original charm.’’

The Spiritual Guide. Molinos— ...-...............     Cloth, .75
Written by one of the most inspired of the Christian mystics.

Advent Hymn. Marsyas.............. ..................................... ,.________ Paper, .20
The hope of the coming of the Teacher voiced in verse.

Nietzsche. A. R. Orage.............................................................Art Boards, .35
An appreciation of a great philosopher.

The Song Celestial. Sir Edwin Arnold. Pocket edition............. Cloth, .50
A beautiful rendering in verse of the Bhagavad Gita, the “ Lord’s 
Song.”

The Light of Asia. Sir Edwin Arnold. Pocket Edition............. Cloth, .75
The life of Buddha; a poem that is read and loved, and read again, 
by thousands.

The Higher Life. John Tauler...............     Leather, 1.25
Inspiring thoughts of an early Christian Theosophist.

In a Nutshell. Agnes Boss Thomas............................................ -Boards, .50
Dainty stories for children, teaching kindness to animals and love 
of nature.

The Seven Rays of Development. A. H. Ward...............................Cloth, .50
Speculations as to the cause of differing temperaments.

The Song of the Flaming Heart. A. H. Ward.............. .............Cloth, .75
Sonnets and the Way of Beauty. A Mystical Play.

Light from the East. Edith Ward.....................................................Cloth, .50
Selections from the teachings of the Buddha. Foreword by Annie 
Besant.

The Saint and the Outlaw. Michael W ood.............................— ...Cloth, 1.00
A collection of delightful stories.

Practical Occultism. H. P. Blavatsky.......................     Cloth, .43
Contains also “ Occultism versus the Occult Arts,” and “ Practical 
Suggestions for Daily Life.”

Clement of Alexandria____ ____________________Cloth, $0.75. Leather, 1.00
“The Way of the Christian Gnostic.”

The Inner Way. John Tauler... ................   Cloth, .75
Sermons of a wonderful teacher.

P
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IN WHAT NUM
D id  you  find the m ost interesting things in the volum e o f The Ameri­
can Theosophist ju s t  com pleted? W o u ld  you  not like to have the 
series at hand in convenient fo rm ? T h e  bound volum es ( X I V — O c ­
tober, 1912, to Septem ber, 1913) are attractively finished in cloth at 
$ 2 .0 0 , and a special price fo r  leather w ill be quoted g la d ly  u p on  re­
quest. Som e o f the m ore m em orable titles in the volum e a re : B y
A n n ie  B esan t, The Open Road to the Masters, Theosophy or Para- 
vidya; by  C . W .  L ead beater, Exoteric and Esoteric, Exaggeration, 
The Force of the Master; by  C . J in araja d asa , The Law of Renuncia­
tion; by  W e lle r  V a n  H o o k , W ork on Higher Planes; by  R o g e r  W .  
B ab son , Service to Mankind; b y  M a rie  R u ssak , Some Occult Effects 
of Music, “ Such Stuff as Dreams are Made On” — to m ention only  
a few  titles. O ther contributors include Ir v in g  S . C ooper, Charles 
L a ze n b y , O tto  C arqu e, F .  E .  T itu s , C laude B ra g d o n , E lisabeth  
Severs and V an ce  T h o m p so n .

T h en  there is the d elightfu l series o f  stories and shadow  draw ings  
for the children, hailed with genuine pleasure by  innum erable teach­
ers and m others, a source o f perrenial am usem ent and m uch go o d  in­
struction fo r  the youn gsters.

T hese things, with the able editorials, reviews, and lively notes on  
the passin g w orld m ake the fourteenth  volum e o f surpassing interest 
fro m  end to  end.

E v e r y  lod ge  should have a cop y  fo r  its library.

J u st the book fo r  your friend who is not a m em ber.
F o r  im m ediate delivery o f a bound volum e, p ostage prepaid , send 

tw o dollars to

THE AMERICAN THEOSOPHIST
Krotona, Hollywood,

Los Angeles, California



REVISED LIST OF

PROPAGANDA PAMPHLETS MS LEAFLETS
GREATLY REDUCED PRICES!

ALL OTHER LISTS SUPERSEDED
FOR SALE BY THE

THEOSOPHICAL BOOK CONCERN
(Owned by The American Section of The Theosophical Society, Inc.)

Krotona, Hollywood,
Los Angeles, Calif.

Price per 100
1. (Old No. 33.) One sample copy of each pamphlet...............$ .75 Postpaid
2. The Soul and Its Vestures. C. Jinarajadasa........................................................................ 35
3. Information for Enquirers.........................................................................................................2.40
4. A Master’s Letter...................... ..................................................................................................... 35
5. Reincarnation— A Parable. Berry Benson............................................................. ...............35
6. Socialism and the Coming Christ. C. Jinarajadasa............................................................ 40
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HOL1DA YS ! WHA T GIFT !
What better gift can you give your friend than a copy of

The American Theosophist
each month for twelve months? A year’s subscription is only $1.50, but a 
special club rate of $1.00 each for four subscriptions and over, sent in at one 
time is hereby offered, good until December 31, 1913.

We will begin the subscription with the January number. This will ar­
rive about Christmas and we will send a beautiful card announcing your 
gift.

You will be benefiting four friends each month for a year at a very 
small cost.

Address:

The American Theosophist
KROTONA, HOLLYW OOD, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

EDWARDS & GREEN
Real Estate Loans Insurance

Our office will be glad to assist you 
to locate in H ollyw ood , the most 
beautiful spot in California. W rite 
us your wishes. It will be  our 
pleasure to serve you.

EDWARDS & GREEN
6776 Hollywood Boulevard Hollywood, Cal.



THE AMERICAN THEOSOPHIST—ADVERTISING SECTION

the mmmmtheosophist
Should be in every library in the U. S.

and Canada. We want someone in each State and Province who will take 
up the work of securing subscriptions for the Libraries. Millions enter these 
Libraries each day and they should have the opportunity of acquainting 
themselves with our philosophy and thereby keep ahead of the times.

A  special discount will be allowed persons sending in subscriptions for 
Libraries.

Write for fall information to the 
Business Manager o f

THE AMERICAN THEOSOPHIST
Krotona, Hollywood, Los Angeles, Calif.

A  New Book on Curative Diet
Called “250 Meatless Menus and Recipes”

BY E U G E N E  A N D  M O L L IE  G R IS W O L D  C H R IS T IA N
Part of the Special Christmas Edition

CHAPTERS.

Diet for School Children 
Dietetic Do’* and Dont’ft 
Over Eating
R efrigerator and K itch ­

en H ygiene 
Fem inine Beauty 
Fem inine Freedom

MENUS AND RECIPES.
Balanced Menus fo r  the 

Manual Laborer 
Balanced Menus fo r  the 

Sedentary W orker 
Soaps, Cooked 
Soups, Uncooked 
Nuts, Fruits, Salads, etc. 
Balanced Menus fo r  the 

Four Seasons o f  the 
Year

The Balanced Menus are New and Scientific. They are the Most Useful, Instructive 
and Important Part of This Work.

This book tells how to select and combine your food at each meal, according to 
age, occupation, etc. Its purpose is to lighten woman’s labor—to make the food the 
family doctor— to increase the pleasure of eating and decrease the expense account. 
It is pronounced by authorities to be the most advanced and practical work ever writ­
ten on the food question. It contains about 200 pages and 250 new, delicious and unique 
dishes. You probably know how to put the material together to make a good house or 
a good suit of clothes. Why not send for this book and learn how to put the material 
together that will make the best blood, bone and brain?

I t  is beautifully illustrated and bound in vellum and gold. Price, $1.00 postpaid. 
Clubs of five, 80 cents per copy, postpaid.

Address EUGENE CHRISTIAN,
213 West Seventy-ninth Street New York



A  Special Offer
TO ALL NEW 
SUBSCRIBERS

By special arrangement with a leading journal of astrology and a body 
of students of that ancient branch of learning. T h e  A m er ica n  T h eosop h is t now 
effers for a limited time only to every person who sends in a full subscrip­
tion for one year an accurate delineation of his character as that is deter­
mined by the m onth  of his birth and the influence of the Sun only.

Just as the sun spots are known by science to influence the magnetic 
currents on the earth, so the more subtle .^ihrations of the sun influence all 
men. So that by an observation of the position' of the sun at the time of 
your birth, probably the greatest of the determining factors has been found.

T h e  A m er ica n  T h eosop h is t offers these readings FREE with a new sub­
scription. In the one which you will receive you will find much of personal 
interest regarding your disposition, mental tendencies, friends, occupations, 
and other things. It is said that a wise man rules his stars, while the fool 
obeys them. Many of us may rule our stars without knowing much about 
them. But we now offer you an opportunity to see the broad influences 
which they exert upon your life.

If you will send in one full subscription to T h e  A m e r ic a n  T h eosop h is t and 
the date of your birth, we will send to you, from the time that this adver­
tisement first appears until it is withdrawn, one Sun reading horoscope.

A  subscription is $1.50 in the United States and Mexico, $1.75 in Can­
ada, and $2.00 abroad. Address

The American Theosophist
KRQTONA. HOLLYWOOD. LOS ANGKLES, CALIFORNIA


