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A THOUGHT T0 REMEMB

“Neither the true Christianity of ) the great socialist and Adept, the
divine man wha was transformed into an anthropomorphic G, nor the sciences
i (which being in their transition period are, as [aeckel would ay, rather

protistae than definite sciences), nor the philosophics of today, which seem to

play at blindman’s buff with each other, hrmkmg each other's noses, will allow l

the Occident to attain its full efflorescence if it turns its back upon the ancient

wisdom of bygone centuries. Happiness cannot exist where truth is absent.

Erected upon the shifting sands of human fictions and hypotheses, happiness
merely a house of cards nunhllng down at the first puff; it cannot exist in
veality, as long as Egotism reigns supreme in civilized societies. As long as
unellmu,:l progre: refuses to hold a subordinate position to ethical progress,
and that egotism will not give way to the Altruism preached by Gautama and
the true historical Jesus (the Jesus of the pagan sanctuary, net the Christ of
the Churches), happiness for all the members of humanity will remain a Utopia.
Ax the "Lheosophists are the only ones up to now to preach this sublime altruism
(even if ‘two-thirds of the Theosaphical Society may have failed in this dury), |
and that only some of them, alone in the midst of o defiant and sneering mob,
sacrifice themselves, body and soul, honor and possessions, and are ready ro live
misundersteod and derided, if only they succeed in sowing the good seed of a
harvest which will not be theirs to reap, those who are interested in the
of the wretched people should at least abstain from vilifying them.

|

“Lhere is but one way of ever amelioratiog human life and it is through
love of one’s fellow man for his own sake and not for one’s personal gratification.
The greatest theosophist — he who loves divine truth under all its forms —is the
one who works for and with the poor.”

—H. I, Blavar
Conceptions,”

v. Trauslated from her French article “Fausses
Le Lotus, Paris, No. 6, Septemher, 1887,




TIFIL

VINDIGATIINSG

IIF UCCULTISM

BORIS de ZIRKOFF

‘Fhe  greatest  vindication  of  the
teachings of [soteric Phitosophy, and
of the character of H. P. Blavarsky
who brought them 'm(h in our present
historical era, consists in the fact that
modern Suv_m:, in all its fields of ve-
search, provides with every day that
passes more and more confirmations of
these ancient teachings — a fact that
should be given special attention by
students everywhere,

The universal trend in present-day
Science is towards the recognition of
postulates anl principles of thought, as
well as procedures of Nature, which
have been declared by all exponents of
the Aacient Wisdom as being of pri-
mary imiportance in the structure of the
Unnms(- Hence it can be teuthfully
5 that modern Science is moving
with giant steps in the direction of a
junction with age-old Occultism, and
this quite irrespective of the fact that
the terminalogies of Science and Oc-
cultism differ to a considerable extent.
Lt is necessary to go beyond mere terms,
and grasp the id underlying bath.

The intuitive fecling of the all-
encompassing Oneness of things
where better illustrated than in the
present efiorts of Dr. Albert Einstein,
and also Dr. Max Born, of the Uni-
versity of Rdinburgh, Scotland, and
his collaborator, Dr. H. 8. Green, to
work out umiforny mathematical law
applicabte  to  the entire  Unijverse,
whether cosmiic or infinitesimal, wheth-
er macroscopic of subatomic.

T'he outer limits of our knowledge
are defined by the Theery of Relativity
and the inner limits by Maz Planck
Quantumn Theory, The furmer has out-
lined our cancepts of space, time, gravi-
tation, and the probable facts wlmh
are too remote and too overwt

no-

and all that is too small te be accurately
perceived by our senses or our appari-
tus.

“The purpose and aim of what Ein-
stein calls a Unified Field Theory is
to build a bridge bhetween these two
separate thearies, as they rest at present
upon entirely different and totally wn-
related foundations. Einstein hopes to
outline a single edifice of physical laws
which will include both the phenomena
of the atomic world and thase of the
galactic spaces. His belief in the har-
mony of nature and the uniformity of
its structure impels hini to work along
these lines of rescarch, As obscrved by
him some years ago, “the idea that
there are two structures of space inde-
pendent of each other, the metric-
gravitational and the electromagnetic,
is intolerable to the theoretical spirit.”
it is equally intolerable to the student
of the Isoteric Philosophy, who teaches
the underlying unity of all manifesta-
tions of life, and the essential integra-
tion of all substances and forces in the
Uaniverse within  the inconceivable
framework of an all-pervading Oneness.

‘I'o quote a remarkable passage from
the recently published book The Uni-
werse and Dr. Einstein, by Lincoln
Barnett (Wm, Sloane, N.Y., $2.50)

... a5 Relativity showed that energy
has' mass ond maws iy congealed enercy,
the Unified Field Theory exrard
inatter simply 25 2 conseniration of held.
From its perspective the entire universe
will be revealed as an clemental field

h each star, each atom, cach
wandering comet and slow-whecling
galaxy and Aying electron is seen to be
but a ripple or tumescence in the under-
lying space-time unity. And xo a peaiound
simplicity will supplant the surface com-
plexity of nature; the distinction hetween
gravicational and electramagnetic Fore
between matter and field, between elec

in their magnitude to he perceived. *1' hc
Quantum Theory, on the other hand,
has heen instrumental in delincating
our conception of the atom, the basic
constitnents of borh matter and energy,

charge and field avill be forever lost; and
matler, g and
force will all h into configura~
Gans of the four-dimensional continuum
which is the universe.
mptetion of the Unified Field ‘Che-
of
For with-

ary v
tawards und

cation of concepts.




in its framework all man's pereeptions of

the world and all his abstract intvitions

of reality—niatter, energy, force, space,
time—merge finally ioto one. It touches
the ‘grand aim of all «;mm, which, as

Einstein defines it, er the great-

cxt mumber of empirical facts by logical

deduction fram the m.allm possible num-
ber of hypotheses or axioms.’ The urge to

consolidate. promises, o wnify cancents o

penetrate the variety and particalarity of

the manifest world to the undifferentiated
unity that lies begond is nat only the
leaven of science; i is the loftiext passion
of the human intellect, The philosopher
and mystic, as well as the scientist, have
always thought through their various dis-
ciplines of introspection to arrive a1 a
knowledge of the ultimate immutable
essence that undergirds the mulshle illu-
sory world. Mare than twenty-three hun-
dred years ago Plato declared, ‘The true
laver of knowledge is always striving
after being, . | will ot rest at
those multitudinous phenomena whowe

existence is appearance only) (pp. 107-

109.)

Statements of this kind, coming from
the scientific circles of today, are irve-
futable proof of the fact that scientific
thinkers are tuning in to the spirituat
thought-frequencies broadcast by the
noblest Sages and Seers of mankind
from immemorial antiquity.

The “undifferentiated unity that lies
beyand,” spoken of by the author of
the passage quoted, is that “Omnipres-
ent, Eternal, Boundless, and Immut-
able Princres,” p()slulatcd by H. P.
Blavatsky in The Secret Doctrine
(I, 14), “on which all speculation is
impossible, since it transcends the power
af human conception and could only be
dwarfed by any human expression or
similitude,”

What the Sages of old and the o
ists of today have tried to express in
metaphysical language, modern s
tists are attempting to express i
language of mathematical symbolism.
One symbolism is as ;’lm(l as another,
when it comes to expressing underlying
non-physical facts of Nature, the true
character of which can be perceived
only by the awakened spiritual vision
of an initiate, What matters in these
5 -ull.ltium is the trend of the scien-
tist's thought, and the dawning realiza-
tion which gives rise to the trend of
thought, And that trend is in the direc-

tion of Unity, therefore in the divection
of a spiritual conception of life.

Speaking at the uaveiling of the
greatest telescope in the world, the 200-
inch reflector on Mount Palomar, Cali-
fornia, e, Raymand Fosdick, president
of the Rockefelter Foundation, said:

“In the Tast analysis, the miod which
encompasses the universe is more maryel-
lous than the universe which encompasses
the mind,

ife its meaning and
purpose, and clothe it with dig
the face of thexe supreme mysteries
against this majestic backgraund of sy
and time, he pedy squabbling of nations
on this small planet 3s nof only izcelevant
Bt contemptible, Adtitt
whose shores he cannot_even
man spends his energies
his fellow man over is ugle
look through the felescone would show ta
he utterly inconsequential. Ay at-
tempt to fix boundaries beyond which
intellectual adventure should nat be al-
owed to go would return us to
animal existence. The scarch fur truth is

the noblest expression af (he human
spirit””
In the estimation of Dr, Lee Al

I Bridge, presilent of the California
Institute of Technology, “each new ad-
vance raises more questions.” Dr. Max
Mason, head of the Observatory Coun-
cil, felt that man “with his clumsy
fingers has fumbled over the kevboard
of a vast organ, We have called forth
only a few shy notes. but they are so
piercing that we tremble at the thought
of glorious harmonies to come.” While
Dr. Vannevar Bush, head of the Car-
negie lostitution, put it this way:

“It is a great truth of science shat every
ending ix a beginning, hat each g
anawered Teads o a new problenn Yon
man's will compass even the
fabuloue reahen. \mumx the stars
Universality of conceptions, fearless-

ness of change, ever onward-noving
impulses to know and to become, and
a sense of genuine humility before the
indescribable vastness of the Univ
structure—are not these some of the
keynates of both the true scientist, wid
the true philusopher ?

sal

And while we are on the subject, a
little supgestion may not be out of
place. Many students are asking the




question: “What can [ 4Iu to build a
resistance against the impinging influ-
ences so previlent in the wortd of
taday: the fears, the uncertainties, the
hysterias, all the emational currents of
the tower mind, which jar and perplex
us and often bring us to a state of frus-
tration and despair?” One answer is:
“T'ake a good book on nup-to-date astron-
oy, and be sure the book has a number
of photographs taken by the famous
observatories of the world, which illus-
trate the descriptive material. A careful
reading of such a book, and a few mo-
ments' meditation upon the pictures of
the heavens, will reduce all your fenrs
and anxieties and uncertainties to their
rightful size—the size of pin-pricks or
even less, and make them all appear
in their true nature, that of mental and
emotional delusions, created by the un-
contvolled imagination of the lower
mind when temporarily severed from
the inspiration of the Higher Self,

We recommend in this connection,
dstronomy, by Robert H. Baker, Ph.ID.
(N.Y., D. van Nostrand Co.), and
the HHarvard Rooks on Astronomy, by
varons scientists, under the editorial
supervision of Harlow Shapley ( Phila.,
‘The Blakiston Co.). A visit to a Plan-
etarium would also be in order, T'he
one erected in the city of Los Angeles,
and made possible by the genevosity of
Col. Griffith, was built for the specific
purpose, as expressed by him, that peo-
ple “would Yook up instead of down”—
a profound and simple thought well
worth our consideration,

Evidence is being gathered in various
parts of the earth, by a number uf ol»-
, to the cﬁm that “dar
which give no visible light, emit St
signals. ‘This has again been reported,
this time from Canberra, Australia, by
John J. Dedman, minister in charge
of the Council for Scientific and Tndus-
trial Research,

These mysterious radio beams are
similar to the radio noises that seem
to come from the sun. But they come
from points in space where there are
no visible stars. The exact point of

arigin of these signals appears ta be in
the constellation Cygnus (Swan). They
strongly suggest the possibility of a new
type of star whose emission is limited
to radia frequencies, Similar work is
going on in France, England, and the
United States, Dark stars have been
inferred for quite some time, because
of the peculiar motions of some visible
stars.

In connection with this, students will
be interested in being reminded of the
following prophetic passage which ap-
pears in a letter written by Master
K.H. to A. P. Sinnett, and received by
the latter at Simla in October, 1882
(Mahatma Letters, pp. 169-170). To
Sinnett’s question numbered {(14) —
“Could any other planets besides those
known to modern astronomy (1 do not
mean mere planetoids) be discovered
by physical instruments if properly
directed ?"— the Master replied:

“T'hey must he. Not all of the Inira-
Mereurial planets, nor yet those in the
orbic of Neptune are yet discovercd
though they are strongly suspected.
O e A BN

exist; and that there are innumerable
plancts ‘burnt out’ they say—in obscura-
fion we vay—planets in farmation
and nat yet luminous, ete. But thea “we

a0 Bile e 1o science, when the
Spiricualists will not admit aur kil
edge. asimeter adjusted to its
utmast of \enxmv:ncu and attached 1o a
large telescope may be of grea yse when
When so i

¢ stars, but to detect by
ihle radiarions stacs that are unecen and
otherwise undetectable, hence planets
also. The diseoverer, an F.I°S, a good
deal protected by M. thinks that 3, at
any point in a blank space uf heavens—a
space that appears blank even through a
telescope of the highest puwver—the fasi-
meter indicates an accession of tempera-
ture and does so invariably, this v
a regular proof that the instrume
Tange with the stellar hody ciher non
fuminous or so distant as to be beyond
the reach of telescopic vision. Ilis fasi-
meter. he says, ‘s affected by a wider
Voo of etheric undafations han  the
eye can take cognizance of. Science will
Jiear sounds from certain planets before
she sees them. 'Whis is a prophecy. Un-
fortunately 1 am nut a Planet,—not even
a ‘planetary.’” Otherwise [ would advise




you to get a fasimeier from him and thus it appears that lidison, at thar time a
aveid me the trouble of writing w You.  Jellow of the “heosophical Societ
| would manage then to find myself i ) ceinl “prote
range’ with had received some special “protection
and help fram another adept of Oceul
With the present-day scientific in-  Seience, the direct ‘Teacher of 11. P.
struments based on electronic research,  Blavatsky, signing himself with the
and immensely more sensitive than any-  jnitial M. When we consider the fact
thing devised in Edison’s time, before  that a similar protection and help we
the discovery of the lectron, such pos- given to Sir William Crookes, also an
sibilities as those pointed out in the |07 S,, and Councillor of its London
above passage become probabilities, i Lodge, it is eas ce that madern (
not actual scientific facts, which they  Sejence through these and  possibly
probably will be befare long, thus vindi-  athers among its <)||lslm|d|||g exponents,
cating one more prophecy on the part g had the help and
of advanced occultists. very exalted guarte
From the quotation just alluded to, nothing about it

ance from
s, even if it knows

SO THIS IS VIVISECTION? | . .
[r. Robert Bell, Vice-President, Ilaternational Cancer Research Society:

“It is impossible to arrive at any satisfactory conclusion in regard to cancer
in man by experimenting on animals, "Fhe viviscction of dogs never has, and can-
not possibly in any degree prove of the remotest value to those investigating the
nature and treatment of cancer. The only method of research that has yielded
satisfactory results has been associated with clinical observation, and 1 am con-
vinced that experiments upon animals have been the means of barring the way
to progress.”

Prof. Lawson “Tait, M.D., F.R.C.S,, cne of the most distinguished surgeons of
the day:

“lec every member of my profession, 1 was brnught up in the belief that
by vivisection had been obtained every important fact in physiology, and thar '
many of our most valued means of saving life and diminishing suffering had |

resulted from experiments on the lower animals. 1 now know that nothing of the

sort

s true concerning the art of surgery; and not only do 1 not believe that '
ec!iun has helped the surgeon one bit, but 1 know that it has often led him

y.
Prof, Henry J. Bigelow, Professor of Surgery, Harvard University :

“There will come a time when the world will look back to nxdern vivisec-
rion in the name of science as they do now to the burning at the stake in the
name of religion.

Dr. George Wilson, M.D>., L.L.D.:

“1 am premml to contend that the maiming and slaughter of animal life
with which these bacteriological methods of research and experimentation have :
been inseparably associated, cannot be proved to have saved one human life, or
lessened the load of human suffering.”

Dr. Hans Zimmerman, Executive Secretary, National Medical Society:

“Experimenting with animals to discover treatments for human beings is of
no value. The body chemistry of an animal is different from that of a human
being. "I'he metabolism of a dog, for instance, is higher than that of a human
heing. There is a greater amount of hydrochloric acid in a dog, whiclh makes it
possible for a dog to digest bones; so that experimenting with aninals to discover
treatments for humans is of no value because of the ditference in body chensistry
between them and human beings.”

{Quotations taken from Reports of Animal Abiex, lor,,
¥300 No, Harper Ave, Hollywood 46, Calif,




DANGER —INGIT VOLTAGE!

DUDLEY W, BARR

It accurred ta me the other day that
it might be a2 good idea to display in
Theasophical Libcaties a sign reading:

PaNorr
Hicn Vorrace !
Prrsons Reavine Ttikse Books
Do So Ar T'nur Own Risk.

“Fheosophical teachings have a tre-
mendous potential power often wnsus-
pected by the casual reader, Because of
the nature of these teachings which
relate to the reality of man’s inner be-
ing no one who accepts their basic ideas
is ever the same afterwards, Fven if
newcomers to “[heosophy do not con-
tinue long with their studies, they sel-
dom forget the concepts of unity, re-
incarnatian and karma, From then on
they regard all human beings as reincar-
nating entities whose lives are deter-
niined by karma engendered in this or

in past lives. ‘They may fall into the,

error of applying these doctrines ta the
peesanality — the familiar ‘who-was-
I-in-ry-past-incarnation ¥ attitwle, not
realizing that this little ‘I’ was never
in existence before and never will be
again. Nevertheless, even such a slight
interest in these basic eruths often re-
sults i desirable and  constructive
changes in the attitude toward life.
For those who, coming into Thenso-
phy, recognize it immediately as famil-
jar ground and who then and there
sign on for the duration of the war, ‘a
longer and greater one than any’ as
Whitman reminds us, the power of
Theosophy works thereafter through
their lives like a self-renewing ferment
which decomposes and converts all baser
elements into a fine wine, Such rarer
souls are the world’s assurance of the
fundamental truth of Theosophy. |
remember as though it were yesterday
the sudden death of such a one some
twelve years ugo. He was a Theoso-
phist, well-known to the public as the
financial editor of a daily newspaper;
his writings had wide circulation acros
the continent and artracted deep inrer-

est, not only because of his competency
as a financial writer, but also because
in alt his editorials there was evidence
of u great and compassionate heart. A
week or so after his death @ man came
into the local “Theasophical Lib:
said that he knew nothing whatever
about ‘I'heosophy but thar he had come
there to find out * just what it was
in Theasophy that made ——— the kind
of man he was.’ [n Theosophists of that
character, the high voltage power of
theosophy flows smonthly, easily, well
contralled; they are the riders vf the
steed of personality; masters, and not
slaves of the fower mind and p
Compassion for all mankind is their
dominating motive; they are sane, bal-
anced, tolerant, patient, and are wise
with.a wisdom that is not of this earth.
The power of Theasophy working in
them brings warmth and light to others
——and their lives are beacons ser on a

hil).

But maay of us swho camie inta The-
osophy—so many—do not realize that
the power of Theosophy can arouse all
the latent faculties within ourselves for
good and evil alike. We disregard all
warnings wntil suddenly the blinding
fiash from a short cireuit within our
being cither destroys us or leaves us
hart and crippled by the wayside.
Many with unthinking enthusiaso try
ta absorh everything within a few short
months, Some suffer early minor at-
tacks of mental indigestion and take
time out to recover their way. Others
refuse to recognize warning signals and
plunge ahead.

At this stage we often forget the
wise saying of the Old Vestament:
“He that believeth doth not make
haste.” We forget the ancient truth,
“Wisdom follows character,” that an
cthical unfoldment must precede every
advance in understanding, that a com-
prebension of the whaleness of the “T'he-
osophical pattern comes hut slowly to
the mind. We are intoxicated with a

;

¢




new and heady liquor—and we mix our
drinks sadly, Masters, chelaship, yoga,
astral planes, initiations, rings, rounds
and races, previous incarmations, astrol-
ogy, and a score of other matters ave
shovelled into our overloaded psyche
und whirled around as in a concrete
mixer. We become more and more sub-
jeetive amd introspective in our attitude
— what is happening to the all-impor-
tant ‘me’ is the only thing that matters
-— we have no concern for the trivi-
ility of Compassion for others. 1f this
centripetal direction is not changed, de-
lusions of grandeur begin to occur —
‘when I was talking to the Master last
night’ , . . ‘I took my fifth Initiation
last Thursday,” We may visualize our-
selves as members of mall, select
group, an oceult aristocracy, far beyond
the limitations of ordinary mortals; we
may even imagine ourselves to be the
sole representatives of ‘true’ Theoso-
phy!

Sometimes we strive to become ‘pure’
and plunging to extremes, try to live
on a daily diet of a roseleaf and a nog-
gin of morning dew. Our forced and
over-fertilized ‘spirituality’  blossoms
forth as the jrritating weed of Polly-
anaism. Back of our minds is the hazy
idea that all this has to do with ‘har-
mony” and ‘brotherhood.” We have been
told that we should be ‘brotherly’ at
all times, and in the effort to do so, we
crack up under the strain of being
sweet and gentle and loving and un-
eritical in circumstances where justice,
brotherhood and divine common sense
call for a metaphorical kick in the figur-
ative pants,

We may start in to force the develop-
ment of our psychic powers, but we
~<l«|om begin by studving the little
» The Poice of the Silence, which
\\nrrrn for those ‘ignorant of the
dangers of the lower psychic mature.

We often succeed only in rupturing
our psychic bodies and in becoming a
greater problem than ever to our long-
suffering  friends and  relatives. We
open doors for unknown powers to play
through us, until drained of energy,
independence and creativity, we are
cast aside as useless for further exploita-
tion,

Over emphasis of the basic iden of
the unity of all life may lead us to try
‘to become at ane with the All'— to
pour into the tiny, cracked teacup of
our personality the boundless ocean of
life itself, to switch into the muinber
ane gange conductors of our little he-
ing, the full force of a power whose dim
symbol on this planet is the enevgy of
an atom bomb, Many of us whe seek
the Infinite find only an Emptiness as
void as the soul we bring 1o it, Unable
to comprehend the plenum, we recoil in
horror from the blankness of nothing-
ness which our own paucity discloses

T'he power of occult teachings in the
life of men and women is marvellon
but terribly real. It can bring conse-
cration, uaselfish devotion, compassion
amil lead to integration and wholeness
But it may lead to ingrowing egotism,
neurosis, fixations, a split personality
and even paranoia. These do not come
from any outside ‘Dark Powers'— they
are of the dark side of our own natur
Internal conflicts are unavoidable in
the effort to lead the higher life, but
these can be surmounted if the steps on
the “old, old path stretching far away'
ave taken conscentively, Let s not
attempt ta turn the seventh key of
‘which makes a man a god’
before we have in all humility learned
the lessons of the first gate, the gate of
‘Déna, the key of charity and love jur-
mortaf’ and farget onr little selves and
its problems in service to our brathers,

“I'reason is the act of a man who at the moment of great need thinks of

himself.”

— ManwLy Parmgr Hacn.

“Quite oiten when a man thinks his mind is getting broader it is only his

ience stretching,

—~ Marathon Times (Wisconsin, U.8.A.}




FRUM THE CAVES ANI JUNGLES OF INDIA

H. P, BLAVATSKY

flnder the above title, [LIB, began writing in the fall of 1379 serial installments
of a fascinating description of India, its people and custams, ax she saw them during her
travels, They were publiched by M. N. Katkoy, the famous journalist and statesman,
in kis Moskovskipa Fyedamosti (Mo e issue of November
o 1403, he. same Serien was ropublished in the Russhiy Fostnik (Rustian

, by the same Editor. In J835-8, a Second Series of similar stories hegan 1o
the last-mentioned periodical, nnder the slightly altered fitle of “From the
Caves and Jungles of 1industhan,” and the sub-title “Letters to the Fatherland.” OF this
combined material only o small portion has been tralated into English and published
in 1892, The latter unforcunate Very insceurate, fragmentary and heavily edited,
which deu-cu from its authentiiry.

The excerpt which appeass below is taken from chapter V1 of the Second Series,
ax published 10 Rurskiy 1 oaiuib, Val. chexsii, March, 1886, pp. 335-340. Unol now, it
has never been teanslated from its original Russian. We intend publishing further
eneerpin as Hlustrating an endirely difierent and but litde known aspeet of HLPBox
literary talent,

lhe original Russian text of H.P.B.s entire literary output in her own native lan-
a file at the Editorial Offices of Theosaphia, and i in the process of being trans-

I.nled mlu LIIA:‘]IA!L Editor, Theosnphia.]

My reflections and cogitations about the absence of a “personal” soul in
Ananda were suddenly interrupted in a wholly unexpected manner. We were
driving between two rows of buildings with balconies hanging almost half way
over the road, when aver aur very heads things suddenly began to fall with
thuds on the cloth top of the carriage and began racing around, fidgeting and
chattering: with a shrieking noise which rose above the multitudinous sounds
emanating from our own vehicle, we were attacked, or perhaps only greeted in
their, own fashion, by an entire troop of large and small monkeys. They clung
to the sides of the carriage, pcepcd into the apenings, climbed one over the other
and on our heads and shoulders. “I'heir appearance was so sudden that 1 hardly
realized what was going on. All together they pounced on a little basket con-
taining food which unfortunately stood wide open on a bench. Tn the rwinkling
of an eve the bottle with cold coffee was broken, Mulji bathed in the black
liguidl, the box of tea torn to shreds, the tea itself scattered all over the carriage
and the pavement, while the Colonel sat crowned with a nice patty and my dress
was all smeared with jam,

“I'here were some ten to fifteen of them and from the very moment of their
appearance such a typically pungent smell pervaded the carriage that 1 almost
suffocated, ‘I'he mankeys touched no one; evidently they were merely hunting
for food ; iih any case our driver had hardly time to stop his horses while turning
a corner, before the whole troop had disappeared as fast as they had come. . . .
‘I'wo Brahmanas with shaven heads who had attempted to jump to the rescue of
our carriage, seeing their “gods” retreating, quictly returned to their respective
places on the steps of the pagoda.

In order to reach the place of vest prepared for us we had to drive almost
the whote length of the town. Muttra, lit by the brilliant morning sun, the
rays of which hid centuries of soot and the filth of old houses, appeared to us
most picturesque. ‘The town is situated fan-like on the western, steep shore of
the Jutua, and has spread over the high foathills receding into the distance like
green waves, Sri-Krishna,® Avatira of Vishnu, proved I

* Sriliterally “bliss"— one of the names of Lakshnii, the consort of Vishau, At present.
however, this name has become an adjective, an epithet, and is synonymaus with holiness.
“Thus we have Sri-Matera, Sri-Krishna, etc., i.e., blessed or holy Muttra, blessed Krishra,
ele.




he first chose Muttra as the place of his birth and later made this localicy the
arena of his mystically amorous adventures with the gopies — shepherdesses
the overwhelming number of which being probably the cause of his getting ble.
“To what extent this hypothesis is true, | am not prepared to say, but this was
the spirit of the explanation given by the Bahn upon witnessing the awe-inspiced
dread of Mulji before the huge idol of the_god-shepherd painted dark green
from head to foot, from his cheeks to his reedpipe, Later on we will look into
the philological and ethuographical causes of his blue calor,

‘We crossed the river on a bridge made of fiat-bottomed h.u'gcs, a construction
which is for some reason or other tschm“y praised by comparison with othe
“I'he sacred river, competitor of the G s filled to the brim with Hindés
of both sexes purifying themselves of their sins, as is their early morning custom.
O the steep shore, marble steps lead ro the water, each landing being ornamentesd
by a miniature temple in honor of one of the shepherdesses.

The whole town is sed with narrow streets of uneven stone steps,
ending and descending like the streets of Malta, up and down which it is
hardly possible to ride even on a mule. However, the elephants, also sacred,
with their heavy pillar-like legs, move easily over them going to visit each othec
from one pagoda to the next. 1t appears that meeting each other trunk to trunk
and vealizing the impossibility of continuing one uphill and the other down,
without one of them having to turn around, the elephants resart to the following
trick. After exchanging a few words accompanied by flapping of the ears and
embraces with the trunk, and ascertaining their murual friendship, the smaller
of the two leans against the wall and the larger onc lies down on the grownd
and tries to become as inconspicuous as possible. Then the first one lifts a leg
and cautiously, without haste, climbs over his friend with ease and grace. Some-
times this elephant stumbles and falls, though the trunk of the elephant lying
down, raised in the form of a question mark throughout the entire hazardous
operation, is always veady to help with all its might his smaller and weaker
brother. The respect and helpfulness given to cach other by the elephants Tave
become proverbial and are a standing reproach to the people.*

Muttra is a regular zoo. There are more animals in it than men, though
the population reaches 300,000 in the months of the pilgrimage. All the streets
are literally clogged with “sacr e«l” bulls and elephants, The moh of the hous
1l the temples are cavered with “sacred” mankeys, and over one’s head soar, fike
clouds darkening God's light, *“sacred” peacacks and parrots. All live in freedom,
belong to no one, but on the contrary rule like masters not enly the property of

It is remarkable that the elephants, creatures with great ambition and easily offended,
never fight each other when living in the towns, though they often destray une apather
iu their native habitat. 1t is also remarkable that while they show each other signs of
mutual respect, they never become friends but frequently choose as objects of their
passionate and fiery attachment dogs, donkeys and ather smal imals. One such
¢lephant becoming attached to a donkey taok it under his ctive care. ‘Ihe clephant
was free and helonged t a pagada, while the donkey was hired out for wark, Once un
Eagish soldier, whis had hired i mounted it and begab 1o hit ts sides with s heavy boot.
The elephant stood at the gate of the stable where his friend lived and, observing the
abuse of his favorite, taok huld of the British warrior with his trunk and gave him such
a shaking that the laiter, upan freeing himself, wanted, in his rage, to shoot the elephant
on the spot. He was persuaded not to do it because the otber clephants sanding near
Would saaner or Tater rrvtuinly Bl him, s aswunding Is (e esprit de corps of the ele
phants. Interested in what he bad heard, he forgave the elephant and as a pe:cc affering
gave him a picce of sugar cane. The elephant staod over it for wwhile, hought a bit
and then, taking the luscious morsel, went straight w the dankey and, is trank, put
% intn the manth of the abused creatnre, then tutned araund aad went his way “swifhout
looking at me, like a man who had been offended,” said the soldier who related the
reumstance to us himself.




the town, but the townsmen themselves. The ill-fated bazaar merchants are
forced to carry their food in tightly clused baskets wlich they open halfway and
with the greatest precaution for the benefit of the buvers; otherwise the monkeys,
constantly hanging around the gates of the bazaar .u\d accustomed to levy an
sshient on every ge — which explains their attack on us — will carry
off everything and in addition will tear out the hair of anyone whe defends his
es too energetically, I'he elephants alone behave themselves with grear
dignity and honor. They never snatch anything and will modestly stand next to
w stall with sweets, patiently waiting until they are treated. In Muttra there
were some 30,000 monkeys in 1880, some 3,000 bulls and several hundred cle-
phants. The smell was such that all through my day’s stay in the sacred town
1 did not once remove the perfumed landkerchief from my nose. Saintliness
surrounded us on all sides. Saintliness was wafted at us from every corner and
saulted our noses so that by evening we “whites” had swollen noses from
weezing. Foly sannydsins stoad on their heads at every crossroad; sacred bulls
spread a soft carpet of their own production over the unpaved streers; while
s, sacred monkeys threw at us stolen fruits and vegetables now fully
gested by their insatiable stomacl By evening | ceased reproaching the
Babu for his atheism. 1 fully und tood Tis hatred of the © ‘gods” and sympa-
d with him.

carri

Apart from its saintliness Muttra is vne of the most interesting and ancient
s in India. In the days of the observant Megasthenes, the Greeks took home
ador
of Seleucus, Arrianus mentions Muttra® (Methora) and Kleisobora (?), calling
them the chief towns of the Sérasenas. 1t is probable that Megasthenes meant
by Kleisobora Kailaspur, as both Muttra and this town were built by the descend-
ants of Shrasena, the grandfather of Krishna. Later, the Greek writer speaks
of Buduas and of Kradeuas as being the progenitors of this tribe of Strasen
the foremost in the country at that time. Megasthenes following the Greek lmhn
of distorting words, probably refers to the Buddha and Krosht-deva, the pro-
genitors of the -tribe of Yadu, the Induwvansa or “lun race. According to
the logical trée officially ined, verified and certified by the administra-
tion of the Réja of Udaipur, these two names actuatly head the list of the
descendints of Buddhat and Ella (the earth). ane of whom was Krishna, aod
they are often mentioned in the Prurdnas. As far back as the time of the fowering
of Krishna (according to the Brahmanas some 5,000 years ago, and according
to the Orfentalists some (200 years B.C.) Muttra was an ancient city,

citi
recollections of many sacred Faishnava cities, Thus, quoting the ambass

Now, however, there remains of this erstwhile strongly fortified city merely
three half- destroyd gates, and some ruins of a former mighty fortress. ‘The
monkeys have completed the desteuction begun by the Afghans, and even the
mosque of Aurangzeb, with its four towers made of light blue tiles, has become
crooked from nnglcu At present I]\rrc is no place for Mohammedans at Muttra.
i sts of idol-worship-
and the hulls and took to their heels long ago. 1ark
¢ menagerie, with attendant Brahmanas, remained all-

*Written Mathurd; 1 am following the phonetical rules,

Y The adjective Kuddha (all- ) should not be confused with Gautama the Buddha,
the well-known reformer and founder of Buddh: aequired that title in his ad-
vanced age. There were in India many Buddhas before the time of Prince Gawama,




WAR N HATE

FERMIN ARTECHE

Fhere is too much of hate and greed
and too little love and humility in the
world of today.

“I'o save itself from self-destruction,
mankind must increase its production
of fove and must decrease its production
of hate, l'uﬁmun.ne]v we know little
how to do it.”

Opening with these timely remarks

rofessor Pitirim A. Sorokin announces
in the press the establishment under his
direction of a unigue Research Center
not yet attempted clsewhere in the
warld of learning.

It appears that the well-known Uni-
versity of Harvard has recently insti-
tuted a Research Center to “War on
Hate.” T must confess that the choice
of this expression is not z very happy
one. The idea of warring against any-
thing is reminiscent of the belief, still
too much in evidence, in “Armed
Peace,” which, as we all know from
past experience, never works in the
Yong run. However, this is one accasion
when quibbling with words will lead
us nowhere, for after examining the
ambitious program this new institution
intends to cover, one feels that its find-
ings may well result in real benefit to
the human race,

Tts program, already wnder way,
more or less as follows

1.—A study of the great altrui
history, of “good neighbors
of Christian saints.

Z—Historical and experimental study
of the techniques of altruism. The
rechniques of Yoga, of Zen-Bud-
dhism, of the founders of gieat mo-
nastic orders and the moral edyca-
tors of humanity, up to the tech-
niques of modern psychology, psy-
chiatry and education.

txperimental studies of the mwost

efficient techniques of transmuta-

tion of antagen i i

. into friendly; of conflict into coop-

eration ; of selfishness into unselfish-

ness.

L

4—A study of altruistic creativity
(love); its nature, forms, and
factors from mathematical, phys
cal, biological, psychological
ciological and  philosophical-relig-
ious standpoints.

0-

“This, indeed, is a very ambitious pro-
gram of study, lt is perhaps the first
attempt in the Western world to put
man under the triple lens of Science-
Religion-Philosophy. Ta the study of
Yoga they will no doubt investigate the
techniques of the Bhakti, Karma and
particularly the RAja-Yoga schools, and
|u so0”doing they will dig into FAMnJm

s Y u/a»Autrm and its Commentar
m fml in them to their amazement the
most complete treatise on Psychology
up to the science of the spirit. If they
really intend to po into the techniques
of Zen-Buddhism and Yoga, they soon
will discover that the [ruth, the Light
and the Way have existed in the world
from time immemorial, and that those
who wished 10 attain liberation, and
surrendered their persanal selves to the
Higher Self, became the beacon lights
of the world still shining as ever befare.
But aftec these findings become clear,
there will still remain the paramount
question, the great problem to be
solved: Why with so much truth and
light shed wpon it through the centuries,
humanity, as a whole, remains in such
a chaotic state? Why are hate, fear,
envy, jealousy and ignovance the key-
notes of our present civilization? Why
this mad rush for material possessions?
‘Why all this tremendous appeal to the
things of the senses? T'rue psychology
may supply a great many of the answers
to these riddles, and it is at this point
that P.ntanjah: treatise may become a
must in our centers of learning.

They will find in it what the mind
and the emotions really are, how their
integyated mechanism works in  the
average individual, and why they act
ardinarily as masters instead of serv-
ants. Further, a stuly of man’s origin,

:
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composition and evolution, as outlinel
in Theosaphy, may supply the final
answer to the problem: “Why human
beings click the way they do at pres-
ent?”

Lf the work of this institution is car-
vied on in a dispassionate and thorough
manuer, its findings may serve owr ail-
ing humanity well, by incorporating a
goud many new ideas as basic training
in education, and curtailing the psycho-
logical poison afloat today. Of course
morality cannot be legislated, but just
as there is a Food and Drug Act to pro-
tect the people from the misuse of
harmful drugs and decayed foods, an-
other Act might come into effect to
restrain the spread of meatal and emo-
tional poisons.

At first 1 felt tempted to write Dr.
Sorokin suggesting the inclusion of
H. P. Blavatsky’s and other theasophi-
cal works into his researches, but re-
nmembering the fact that instead of one
I'heosophical Socicty there are a num-
ber of disjointed fragments, themselves
victims of the very psychological dis.
eases whose cause he is trying to dis-
caver, 1 refraimed. Dr. Sorokin, by
strange  coincidence, is, like H.P.R.,

Russian-born, and it is more than pos-
sible that he is familiar with her work,
This is a noble work he is attempting
to do. Let us hope he succeeds where
others have failed.

The work of this Research Center
at Harvard will cover from the very
outset one of the main objectives of the
“Theosophi Society, namely “the
study of ancient and modern religion.
science and philosophy.” And as there
is a definite objective behind it, that is,
the uplifting of the race, it may well
cover also another, namely “to form an
active brotherhood among men,” and,
incidentally, through the techniques of
Yoga, Zen-Buddhism and Psvchology,
“to investigate the powers innate n
mar” What docs this mean? Another
effort being made from behind the cur-
tains by the same hands which directed
H.P.B.? Has the impulse given to the
F.8. died eut? Or is it that our delib-
erate fragmentation and the running
after personalities and pheaomenalism
has rendered us useless to be of real
service to humanity? Have we too re-
placed the vil lamp of the temple for
a more dazzling and glittering electric
light, which needs neither oil nor trim-
ming?

“CREDO™ as formulated by Giuseppe Mazzini (1805-1872)—

“We believe that every man ought to be a temple of the living God; that

the altar upon which he ought to sacrifice to God is the earth, his ficld of trial
nd of labour; that the incense of his sacrifice is the task accomplished by bim;

that his prayer is love; his power (love realized)
mare in that na established ac urd antagonism between
Heaven and earth, between God and His creation. We believe that the earth i
stepping-stone towards Heaven; that it represents a line in the immen

ciation, We believe no

rrow dualism which ha

poem
of the universe; a note in the everlasting harmony of the Divine Idea; and that
on accordance of our works with this harmony must depend the clevation of our
actual being, and our hope of progress in that transformation of life which we
call death. We believe in the sacreduess of individua

conscience; in the right
of every man to the utmost self-development compatible with the equal right
of his fellow

Light, London, Vol, 1X, No. 428, March 16, 1889, p, 129,




EFFICTENT

RUTH

‘Fhe American people are highly
affimative of efficicncy in industry, in
the scientific laboratory and in admin-
strative systems. Yet they arc not s
constious of the necessity for efficiency
in the laboratory of the mind. System-
atic thinking produces systematic living,
responsible far harmony among people.

l’mple in this advinced ern respect
ency first, before age or wisdom
or authority or helplessness. They obey
authority, but unless the mn]mmy
based on true capability, they mll
secretly feel only scorn for those in
command.

Lfficiency does not need to be accom-
panicd by competitive selfishness, al-
though it too often is. We neced the
\munlaung challenge of an ever-illu-
e perfection. We grow through cre-
ativeness and production. We need to
express our ideas into objective forms,

“The Ametican people are primarily
aware of efficiency in action, in physical
accomplishinent. They are more in-

ed

THINKING

PRATT

picture our children, aur home, and all
of aur achievements. Kven onr spivitnal
and moral perfectings must first be
imagined. [n this statement are inchud-
ed onr scientists. In fact, it is casily
conceived that they had a fairly good
picture of the Palomar Observatory,
long time before it was built—which i
highly unscientific!

"o quote a passage from A. I, Davis
in his work T'he Penetralia:

“The true nolfice of imagination is to
probe the meta-physics of creation; t
give substance (o tH seri
inate between this and that, and luxuriace
in the presence of finely drawn distine
tians; (w shape essences otherwise bo
! e solidarity and representation

sible thought; to symbal
ity of an act; 1o individualize
an adjective;
Explare myic feldos and brebk the for-
hidden seals uf man's Jife-book; to sing
of the good and the true, of the pure and
the free, in words at once sweetly human

divine; lastly, imag-
to offictate evermore

less science into bread of life, in moulding
the sur of dignified phi

pressed by the end-result acc S

by efficiency, than they are in the whole
skillfully evolved pattern. A man who
wins a fifty-yard-dash will be lauded
to the skies; but how many people
reatize that a well written poem re-
quires efficient, disciplined thinking?

The creation of music requires
knowledge and perfect use of tonal
law, besides the physical stamina re-
quired to objectify it, Science discovers
law, art uses it. The link between
ence and art is imagination, which
the ability to picture a thing before
it is actual to the senses.

"Too often now-a-days people discour-
age their children from im,lgiuing, yet
children are the result of the imag-
ination of their parents. Man himself
is a product of the image or thought
of the Supreme Creator. His physical
growth continues until he fulfills the
picture concealed within his genes.
Lverything we attain is first imagined.
Ja our youth we imagine our marurity.
We imagine our marriage partner, we

&

vable form of beauty,
and maguificence, and
0 all things the
presence of trurh, in each man a thought
of God, in every form—the: beautifu
The partner of imagination is logic
Imagination is the creator, and logic
is the safeguard and custodian who
determines whether the ideas born of
imagination are capable of fulfiliment.
An unrestricted imagination ean run
rampant and create inharmonies and
unbalances, We need imagination guid~
ed by efficient reasoning, Mental alert-
ness s acquired through study and
thoughtful consideration, The efficient
person knows that physical and mental
work can be pleasant when it is well-
ordered, that his freedom lies not in
shifting his work to other men or even
to machines, but tather in acconplish-
ing any work fvith relaxation and
rhythm, order and thus joy. If all men
learned 1o employ these factors, they
would work in harmony with all othes
men,

I




I WHULD LIKE TO ASh ...

Thewsaphy teaches that man is es-
sentially a center of conscinusness, and
that his individual consciousness is a
ray of the Cosmic Conscivusness.

Cosmic Consciousness appears to be
the same as the Boundless, Parabrakm.

Lrom this it wounld follow that the
individual consciousness should be iden-
tical or at least similar with the Bound-
tess. H'e are told that we are here for
the purpose of evolution, unfoldment,
experience, and that by self-directed
effort we cun progress from wne stage
to another. Ultimately, we are re-
assimilated into the Source whence we
issued in the first place.

Now what is the purpose of this evo-
tutionary  process? e may assume
that the individual consciousness has
improved by its evolution, and that
when it returns to ils source the laster
will be enriched thereby. Are we to
conclude then that the Boundless was
imperfect, or less perfect, at the begin-
ning of the manvantaric cycle, and that
it becomes more perfect at its end? One
wanld  imagine, however, that the
Boundless, being without limitation in
any respect, could not be less than per-
fect at any time.

“Chis is a very metaphysical and
abstruse subject, and can hardly be
explained in a few words, seeing that
it involves some of the most abstract
teachings of the Esoteric Philosophy.
It is also safe to assume that no finite
mind can give a complete answer to the
question of “Why Evolution?” With
these provisos, let us consider some of
the points involved in this subject.

The Boundless is not an individual,
an entity, or a being. "L'herefore it does
not evolve, is neither perfect nor im-
pcvfeu great or small, improving or
static, or any other (||.uncl||rullv oppo-
site attributes familiar to «s, human
beings. The Boundless is but a ternn
to symbolize (without in any way de-

picting it) the utterly indescribable,
unknown, and unknowable infinity and
timelessness of alf that for ever 1s. "I'hix
incognizable tatality is beyond all hu-
num attributes and distinctions. 1t s
present at the heart or core of every
evolving entity, and it would be phil-
osophically correct to say that it is pre:
ent therein in its totality i portion
of infinity s infinity also.

No matter how high in the evolu-
tionary scale we may go i thought,
however gigantic a portion of the Uni-
verse we may take for subject of specu-
lation, it will nevertheless be only a
portion, and a very insignificant one at
that, in the Infinite Reality which is
its background. That portion of the
Universe which we lave chosen for
consideration, whether it be a solar
tem, a galaxy of billions of solar sys-
tems, or a system of galaxies,
wiated and controfled by an evalving
entity or being, a divinity or god of one
or anather degree of relative perfec-
tion, as compared with our own stage
of unfoldment. In it we live and move
and have our being. From this (to us)
Supreme Being we have sprung, and
ta its inmost consciousness we shall re-
turn after the consummation of our
evolutionary pilgrimage in the lowes
worlds of this particular hiecarchy.
And when we say “return,” we should
understand by this word rather a full
realization of the nature of the con-
sciousness of that Supreme Being or
Source, not a return in terms of geo-
graphical location, because we have
never left the “body-corporate™ of that
Being, and never could do so, even if
we winted to.

It is true that we can progress and
unfold through self-directed evolutian,
and reach to ever higher and higher
stages of perfectibility; sometime we
will doubtiess  become identical in
knowledge, realization and scope of
consciousness to the Supreme  Being
who is the Hicrarch of the Hierarchy
to which we belong. But we should not




Tose sight of the fact that this Being
goes threugh irs own evolutionary de-
velopment and  unfoldment of con-
sciousness on the exalted plane where
it dwells, and, for all we know, may
be a learner in some still greater Hier-
archy, entirely beyond our comprehen-
sion.

The Boundless obviously cannot be
“enriched” through our experiences in
evolution, but the Hierarch to which
we belong is enriched thereby, however
infinitesimal may be the degree of it
Otherwise there would be no purpose
in evolution.

The trie purpose of that evolution
s beyond our grasp at present, but it
passible to say with a considerahle
degree of muh that this e\nlunnn.ll)
unfoldment results primarily in thi:
that every evolving entity, a ray hnm
its Supreme Hierarch, a god-like being
at its core or heart, & s forth from

its Source unconscions of s divine
status, and returns into that Seurce
fully conscious, self-consciously so, of
its divine nature, knowledge and pos-
sibilities. Tt has become seli-consciously
divine, and rows that it knows. This
has always seemed to be just about the
farthest point passible for our human
speculations regarding the reason of
evolution as a whole. The yuestion
does not seem to be fully answerable
short of initiatery experience “behind™
the “veil” of the manifested world.

In conclusion, let us try to under-
stand that evolution, worlds, their
inception, growth and decay — all thar
prmlm 10 the e\,nlutmn.n) npcrlcm S
in the worlds of o ation, existy,
while the Boundless 1s. There is a vast
difference between these two expres-
sions, and the thought deserves ca
ful consideration in connection with
this entire subject.
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A THOUGHT TU REMEMBER

Lvil is the twin of progress, and progress is the law of the universe. I'he
normal condition on one stage of evolution is evil on the next higher stage, on
which a higher forin has become the normal condition. Consider the pilgrimage
of the Monad: the Monad is in the stage of inmetallization, and in a volcanic
eruption stones are flung into the air, they dash themselves against each other
and break each other into fragments, burning lava pours out of the crater; so
long as nothing but minerals have been evolved all these forces work for progre
for further evolution. Pass to the next stage: the Monad is inberbalised, plante ]
kill each other out, yet this struggle for existence works for progress and cannot
injure moral feelings not vet evolved. The Monad is inzoonised ; the plant may ]
poison the animal, the animals slay each other, and with this stage of conscious-
ness may be said to begin what men call evil, pain caused by disharmony, though
i even here there is no evil from the moral standpoint, the normal condition being
that of struggle. But when the Monad is inhumanised all is changed. With the
evolution of the lngl\er form of life comes the possibility of rising to a higher plane
of being; man ran vise above the material plane, and ought so to rise, because if
he stands still e obstructs the evolution of the universe. As man he is able to
rise to self-surrender, and the power gives the duty. Sacrifice is a condition of
progress, enfarced an mineral, vegetable, and amunl left to be accepted or
refused by man. Lower forms of life fulfill the laws of their being by necessity:
man by choice, his conscious self-surrender into harmony with the universe being
his prerogative as Manasic entity. T'o live on a lower plane when one can ri
to a higher is sin; the life-conditions of the lower irrupting into the higher are
evil; the combat which is right for the brute is wrong for the mau, because man
thereby brings the brute passions of the lower plane into activity on the higher,
in which they are disharmonious, destraying that which is further evolved than
themselves. A dog kills a dog, and the stronger dog remains to breed ; a man kills
a man, and the brute survives while the human in him is slain, 1f thete were 1o
progress there could be no evil, since evil is only ‘the life-form of the past pe
ing into the present: there! ﬁ)re wherever you see evil lose not heart, for if the
higher were not evolying the distinction between higher and lower could not be,
ifer. Londan, Vol. V111, May, 1891, p. 333.
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" WISIIOM IN MODERN DRESS

BORIS de ZIRKOFF

One of the chief obstacles which
stands in the way of the recognition
of occult teachings by a great num-
ber of mlr]llg(m people, particutavly
these active in the field of modern
science, is the unwieldy and perplex-
ing terminology in which they are
clothed.

At the present time, and increas-
ingly so with every day that
the scientists in the various departments
of modern scientific thought are giv-
ing expression to facts of nature re-
garding which the teachings of gen-
wine Occultism have had a great deal
to say for ages past. Yet the co-rela
tion of these scientific pronouncements
with the principles of the ancient wi
dont renmins  very difficult task, be-
cause of the madequate terms used by
most students of that wisdom to expr
wleas aml truths vaguely sensed by the
world of science on an ever-widening
scale.

In this conncction, it is of consider-
able inportance to notice that a large
number of scientific men are today deal-
ing with what they term ‘“Helds”:
electric, magnetic and electro-magnetic.
These are supposed to surround various
constituent units of matter, as well &
more complex structures, such as cells
and yudimentary organs of living en-
titics, So vital has this conception he-
come in the last few years, that in some
respects at least the “feld” is often
considered to be more important than
the unit to which it is somehow or other
relatedd or from which it enunates.

By far the most advanced deductions
from this general idea of “fields” have
heen drawn by Dr, Gustaf Strimberg
in his works The Sonl of the Unievrse
(2nd ed,, McKay & Co, ., 1948,
£3.50) and The Searchers ( ditto, 1948,
$3.00), wherein he has elaborated this
subject and applied it to the conception
of the persistence of the after the
change called physical death. In his
Tast-named waork, e mentions the fol-
lowing facts of recent res

arch

“ ... It has been known for many
years that the activities in muscles and
herves are ated not only with
chemical changes hut also with elec
trical phenomena in and around the
muscles and the nerves. Starting
these facts Burr and Northrop of Yale
University, proposed in 1935 the ‘clec
tro-dynawic theory of life. This theory
induced Burr, Lane and Niwos to cou-
sruel a very semsitive microvoltmeter
pa ¢ suited for the srudy of the
Fe seencture of the clectric Relds arund
iving animals and plans. Working
with this instrument, a_group of re-
search men of the Section of Neuro-
School

matier s im-
fields, Hl\th have
a complex, fine-grained and weil-detined
structure extending beyond the animals
and the plants studied. Duri
onic development the electric
most intense and extends well beyond
the organism, and apparently furnishes
3 predetermined patcern which defines
the future growth and teansformations
of the developing embeyo, AL death the
‘Uiving field” disappears. ‘Ihe inorganic
{ds inherent in all matter can then
freely act according to their nature, the
vesult being a general disintegration of
the compl duid matrer and ihe foru-
pler compounds. Burr, the
leader of the rescarch group, states tha
it s hard to excape the cynclision thae
i vy and in
somms measare at leas etermines the
worphological pattern’.” (pp. 228-229).
“ .. Tn other words, the ohserved
field ix apparemly not produced by the
atoms and molecules in the organisnis;
instead it determines by
properties the structure
deselopment of the organism throuyh
its action on the proper ind of build-
ing al.
“It can therefore well be described
& living, autonomons, and arganizing
Be1d of force, There can be 1itte duui
that swch fields ave dynamic railer han
and that fundal y (hey are
Dol of vibeatory elements sotvewhat
similar ta those we assume to exist in
s 1 am ponvinced that those
living fields which ar pansible_ fur
the structure of our bra ti-
mately_conneeted with ou
sciousness.” (pp. 130-131).

are

own con-

Iwcn a tyro in the study of the an-
cient wisdom is in a position to recog-
nize in this general canception of the




“field” an idea closely akin to the

tral body™ of the student of oceultism,
or the of which he often speaks.
The trouble is, however, that the word
“astral” is derivative from the Latin
ustrim, meaning a star, a constellation,
a lumitious celestial body; and this im-
mediately suggests to the man of sci-
ence that the one who uses it necessar-
ily believes in the influence of stars
and  planets upon human  life — and
that is, of course, one of the worst in-
dmmcnts against him, at least from
the standpoint of established science,

aura”

The facts are, however, considerably
different from what they may appear
to be at first sight, If the word “astral”
s to be derived from astrum, it is so
primarily from the standpoint that the
“astral” world or substance is “starry”
in the sense of being “‘seli-lominous.”
But this word can also be derived from
the Anglo-Suxon stieran, which means
to stir, to steer, to move, to impell, to
an unpulw to, to motivate from with-
in, And the latter is the very function
of all astral substances and forces,
which form, as it were, the inner life,
the hidden motivating powers, of the
outer world of effects,

When it cones to analyzing the
meaning of the term “self-fuminous”,
we must remember that the scientist o
today regards his “field” as being made
up of electro-niagnetic energies which
are vibratory in nature, and form an
integral part of the vibrational spec-
trum which includes afl the wave-
Tengths known to present-day research,
In a very broad and all-inclusive sense
of the term, the entire range of the
electro-magnetic spectrum can be call-
ed “light”, provided we do not restrict
this word merely to the narrow range
of vibrations which our feeble and in-
adequate optical apparatus perceives
as visible light, 1t is not too far-fetched
to conceive of beings and creatures in
nature to whom many other portions of
the electro-magnetic spectrum are
tually visible as “light”, and are there-
fore self-luminous. There should be no
difficulty at this point for the meeting
of science and occultism!

‘Fhe possibilities which this trend of
thought opens up to the serious stu-
dent are enormous. Tt should be re-
membered that of force inter-
penetrate each other, and that largec
ones include, surround, and encompass
smaller one: a cell has a field of its
own, and a human organ likewise, it
is logical to assume that the units of
the solar system upon which we live
and function have fields of their own,
and that perhaps the most important
thing about the unit we term the solar
system is its field or fields, instead of
the globular bodies we sec, or think we
see, revolving around a central “solac
proton.”

Jf the inter-relation between cosmic
fields and human fields, or between
planetary fields and cellular fielils, can

e established  bevond any  pos
doubt, science will have made a marked
advance towards the recognition of the
actual existence of an electro-magnetic
co-relation between virious units, ¢os
mic and microcosntic, within the systen
we live in. By establlis hing certain sci-
entific principles whereby to explain
the inter-relation of the various fields
of force, and their influence upon each
other, modern science will have nude
the first step towards the vindication
of the ancient science of Astrology, an
occult seience which is vastly different
from that brand of psycho-astral divin-
ation which has invaded modern news-
stands as well as the lecture platform,
and is driving many sincere seekers to
distraction with its fantastic pronounce-
ments of dire misfortune which usually
never occurs anyway,

‘T'he objection on the part of modern
cientists to the science of astrology is
primarily based upon a very natural
repulsion which they feel towards a
trend of ideas often fanatical in ex-
pression and stepid in their contents.
“Uhey very naturally jump to the con-
clusion that the fanwous astrologers of
past ages, mmong whom are to be num-
bered most of the outstanding men of
science of those days, believed in that
conglomerate of humbug and commer-
cial fortune-telling which has  been




disgracing the name of Astrology in
the last few years. In this they are
mistaken.,

Men  like Prolemy, Aristarchus,
Fmpedocles, Paracelsus,  Cavdanus,
Napier, Kepler and even Newton, were
not the type of minds to be interested
in the form of divination which astro-
fogy has acquired of late, Their pro-
found interest in mystical and occult
matters was a sufficient guarantee of
the fact that they viewed the cosmic
structure as an integral whale animated
througliout by infer-connecteyd hier-
atchics of living beings, whose mutual
influences we  say fields —
brought them into constant rapport
with eacl other and with the

So when modern science spea
day of *‘Metearobiology”, as does Dr.
William  F. Peterson, professor of
puthology at the UmVLHXKy of 1llinois,
it can hardly be considered as a step
towards the vecognition of the validiry
of modern fortune-telling, but rather
as & step in the direction of a new sci-
entific domain, which will establish, as
time goes on, the mathematical rela-
tion which exists between the fields of
biological units on the one hand, and
the fields of planetary units on the
ather, Dr. Peterson has found another
factor that affects the traits of a new-
born child, in addition to the genes and
chromosomes that were formerly re-
garded as the sole determinants of a
child’s inherent  characteristics. T'hi
new factor is the cytaptusm or the mat-
ter upon which the newly fertilized
ovum feeds, It has been found that the
cytoplasm in the mother’s bady is con-
ditioned by the weather, and thus the
weather conditions at the time of the
year, month, and even day when the
mother conceives, have a marked effect
on the physical, wental and personality
traits of the future child.

A definite relation between wather

to-

conditions on the one hand, and the
matiens of the planetary bodies on the
other, remains yet to be established.
‘T'his is not as far-fetched as might
pear at first sight. When a good dea!
more is known abont the fields sus-
rounding the planets, and their inili-
ence upon the field of our own globe,
a vital link will have been found which
wilt doubtless determine the laws which
govern what might be termed “elec-
tro-magnetic tides” in the survounding
atmosphere of the Earth, These tides
must bear a direct relation to weather
conditions,

We have heard a great deal abour
the gravitational pull exercised by the
maon upon the waters of our oceans,
producing the tides, But we still have
to learn about the pull which it exer-
cises upon the general magnetic field
of the earth, and thraugh it upon the
fields surrounding all Jiving matter.

Dr. Burr of Yale Univer
have established that the plancts do
affect what he terms the electrical
force” in both plant and animal life
on earth! With instruments sensitive
enovigh to measure the amount of clec-
fricity in growing plants, he Ims found
that this amount showed a large in-
crease during the full of the moon, and
that the electric charges of seeds in-
creased at the time of sprouting,

All of these discoveries point in the
same direction, namely towards the
gradual recognition of the actual exis-
tence of a web or network of subtler
forces and even substances which inter-
penetrate the wniversal structure, both
great and small, and provide the sub-
stratumof inter-communication be-
tween all units and constituent portions
of the Cosmic Whole. And this in
itself is a tremendous step toward the
recognition of the Onencss of all Life
and the unbreakable Unity and Soli-
darity of everything in Nature.

-

while it is the universal Cause in its unmanifested unity and

miuur), the Astral Light becomes, with lcgard to Mankind, ~.|mp|y

the effects of the ¢

produced by men in their sinful lives.”

H. P. Blavatsky, The Secret Dactrine, 11, 512,




EAN THE MAHATMASL BE SELFISIR?

H. P. BLAVATSKY

[Reprinted from The Theosophist, Vol. ¥, Na. 11 (59), August, 1883, pp. 266-267. |

In the various writings on oceult subjects, it has been stated that wnselfishness
is a sine quea non for success in occultism, Or a more corvect form of putting it,
wounld be that the development of an unsclfish feeling is in itself the primary
training which brings with it “knowledge which is power” as a necessary acee
sory. It is not, therefore, “knowledge”, as ordinarily understood, that the accultist
works for, but it comes to him as a matter of course, in consequence of his having
removed the veil which screens true knowledge from his view. "I'he basis of
knowledge exists everywhere, since the phenomenal world furnishes or rather
abounds with facts, the causes of which have to be discovered. We can see only
the effects in the phenomenal world, for cach cause in the world is itself the effect
of some other cause, and sa on; and thercfore, true knowledge consists in getting
at the root of all phenomena, and thus arriving at a correct understanding of the
primal cause, the “rootless root”, which is not an effect in its turn. To perceive
anything correctly, one can use only those senses or instruments which correspond
to the nature of that object. Hence to comprehend the noumenal, a noumenal
nse is a pre-requisite; while the transient phenomena can be perceived by scnses
corresponding to the nature of those phenomena. Occult Philosophy teaches us
that the seventh principle is the only eternal Reality, while the rest, |yc|(|ng,v|\;.
as they do to the “world of forms” which are non-permaneat, are |th ve in the
sense that they are transient. To these is limited the phenomenal world which can
be taken cognisance of by the senses Lorlhpcn(hnL ta the nature of those
principles. 1t will thus be clear that it is only the seventh sense, which pertains
ta the noumenal world, that can comprehend the Abstract Reality underlying all
phenamena. As this seventh primiplc is all-pervading, it exists potentially in all
of us; and he, who would arrive at true knowledge, has to 4](’vr|ﬂp that sense in
lim, or rather he must remove thase veils which obscure its manifestation, All
sense of personality is limited ouly to these lawer six principles, for the former
relates only to the “world of forms”, Consequently, true “knowledge” can be
obtained only by tearing away all the curtains of Mape raised by a sense of per-
sonality before the impersonal dtma. It is only in that personality that is centered
selfishness, ot rather the latter creates the former and wice wersa, since they
mutually act and react upon each other. For, selfishuess is that feeling which
seeks after the aggrandisement of one’s own egotistic personality to the exclusion
of others, If, therefore, selfishness limits one to narrow personalities, absolute
knowledge is impossible so long as selfishness is not got rid of. Sa long, however,
as we are in the world of phenomena, we cannot be entively vid of a sense of
personality, however exalted that feeling may be in the sense that no feeling of
personal aggrandisement or ambition remains. We are, by our constitution and
state of evalution, placed in the “world of Relativity”, but as we find that imper-
sonality and non-duality is the ulrim;nc end of cosmic evolution, we have to
endeavour to work atong with Nature, and not place ourselves in oppasition to
its inherent impulse which must ultimately assert itself. "L'o oppose it, must neces
ate suffering, since a weaker force, in its egotisi, tries o array itself against
the universal law. All that the occultist does, is to hasten this prov
ing his Will to act in unison with the Cosmic Will ar the Demiurgic Mind,
which can be done by successfully checking the vain attempt of persenality to
assert itself in opposition to the former. And since the Manavma is but an
advanced occultist, who has so far controlled his lower “self” as to hold it more
or in camplete subjection to the Costiic impulse, it is in the nature of things

=




impossible for him to act in any other but an unsellish maaner. No sooner does
he allaw the “personal Self” 1o assert itself, than he ceases to be a Mangarsia,
“I'hose, thercfore, who being stilt cutangled in the weh of the delusive sense of
personality charge the Manarmas with “selfishness” in withbholding *“know-
fedge” — da not vansider what they are talking about. The Law of Cosmic evo-
lution is ever operating to achieve its purpose of ultimate unity and to carry the
phenomenal into the noumenal plane, and the Maravnas, being en rapport with
it, are assisting that purpose. T'hey thercfore know best what knowledge is best
for mankind at a particular stage of its evolution, and nene else is competent to
judge of that matter, since they alone have got to the basic knowledge which can
determine the right course and exercise proper discrimination. And for us who are
vet steuggling in the mire of -the illusive senses to dictate what knowledge
Martaratas shall impart to us and how they shall act, is Jike a street-boy pre-
suming to teach science to Prof. Huxley or politics to Mr. Gladstone, For, it
will be evident that, as soon as the least feeling of selfishness tries to assert
itself, the vision of the spivitual sense, which is the ouly perception of the
Manarsa, becomes clouded and he loses the “‘power” which absiract “know-
ledge™ alone can confer. Hence, the vigilant watch of the “will” we have con-
stantly to exercise to prevent our lower nature from coming up to the sur
which it does in our present undeveloped state; and thus extreme activity and
ity is the essential condition with which the student has to cammence.
Virst his activity is directed to check the opposing influence of the “lower sel”’;
and, when that is conguered, his untranetled Will centered in his higher (real)
“self, cantinues to work most efficacionsly and actively in unison with the
cosmic ideation in the “Divine Mind.”

WHAT THE MASTER TAUGHT ME

He knew my utter pain and weariness, and heard my ery for the end.

d.

“Come to my studio,” He s

And there He took up a palette on which were many pigments.

“There are many colours here — light and dark, attractive and repellent.
You know they say there are onfy three primary colours in light. So too wi i(h
my pigments; they represent only three — the Past, the Present and the Future.”

‘Then on a canvas He painrted a portrair, Little by little 1 saw it was a por-
trait of me; but as it grew | was amazed because it was so different and so
wonderful.

Wilhien He finished T said: “But is that 127

Hc said: *“Do you not kuow that a true artist bodies forth only what already
s in a far away realm? | have only painted the portrait of you as you shall
" And He looked gravely into my eyes.

“And now”, He said, “go and paint pictures for others. You shall have some
joy, because the little children will see what you see, bat alsa nuch pain because
their elders will not. Paint at least for the children.”

—C. J.

. December, 1932, p. 289]

{The Theosophist, Vat. LIV, No.




TRAINING FOR A IIGHER LIFE

HERBERT CORYN

[Excerpt from an article entitled “An llour in Borderland Occultism,” published in

Theosophical Siftings, Vol Vi, 1894-95,
n.

Dr. Herbert Coryn was a personal pupil of

P. Blavatsky at the time when she resided in London,
teachings of the Esoteric Philosophy, and hi
of genuine esoteric training and the path of d

e was deeply versed in the
writings disclose o and knowledge
eship. We commend to the reader his

sane and balanced views on this subject contained in the present excerpt. — Edicor. |

Occultism in its highest sense does
not deal with anything that is ab-
Jective. It deals with the states of feel-
ing in the Universe. 1t is an approach
to, and a final union with the Univer-
sal Mind. And by Universal Mind [
mean  Uaiversal Will, 1mpulse and
Desire. Upon these things if we would
be wise we have to trust the dicta of
the Masters of Yoga, and from them
we Jearn that there is throughout Na-
ture, in all tife, a desire or a will or an
aspiration to be, to become, coupled
with or mnteceded by a clear know-
ledge of what it wills to be or tu be-
cotme, And we, when we desire, share
that divine desire; when not, then we
shut ourselves off from it. So Oceult-
ism is that juncrion with the Univer-
sal that is aspiration for good, and in
time it leads up to that place on which
is written the forepicture of what will
be, and that is Universal Wisdom, for
there is nothing else to know. Such
is  Samidhi. But the lower nature
clings heavily about us, and we are
impatient. We still want this lower
life and cannot aspire for long. Who
then is the Oceultist, and how shall we
know him? In the beginning he vows
to himself that there shall be no more
meannesses iand weaknesses in his na-
ture, and that there shall be always
in his aims the welfare of all other
creatures, So he is kind, and neither
by speech nor act wounds anyone. Su
he gives; of his money where that wil
do good; sel, of his know-
ledge, wl Tiere that will help, and wherer
knowledge is lTonged for; of his peace,
his comfort, and his wisdom, when he
meets those who are sore with the
waunds of fortune, of fate, and of the
warld; to these he tells of the truths

of inmortality, the way to win it, and
of the sweet and mighty purpose ol
Nature for man, though her hand be
iron-gloved, He is strong and unmoved
i his utter peace and kindly radiation
upon all; in him there is no change of
mood, no irritability from hour ta
hour and from day to day. "Co be with
him strengthens and calms, and encour-
ages, Every moment is an aspiration

with him; behind the strong current
a

teadfase

of his thoughts and deeds i
still sound, coming from his heart,
saund that is his will, his conscience,
his hope, his peace, his unfailing guide,
and thongh his thoughts come and go,

the saund always, He is self-con
trolled, cares little for possessions and
nothing for the comfort of his body,

and his carelessne: {ons anl
comfarts saves him {from anxiety and
appointment. In his mind is alway:
ideal of what he would become, am
cvery instant he adjusts himself to that.
He keeps his consciousness always at its
clearest and highest point, His thoughts
are universal, of the welfare of men.
of the evolving and completing pur
pose of Nature. Daily he meditates, and
ther withdrawing all attention {rvom
external things he seeks union with the
soul of Nature, yearning greatly for
it, thinking of himself as spread i
space, as present in all men and animals
and things, as embadied and pon-em
budied love and charity, as one witl
the Higher Man whase voice he con
stantly feels in his heart, as the Uni
versal  Divinity. Nightly he review
the day and marks where he failed to
realize his ideal, where trifiing thoughts
and  hindering  thoughts  and
wasted the precions time of life. In
his study he examines man amd Nature

wishes
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and their relations plane for plane, so
that his spiritual advance may be hand
in hand with the growth of his intel-
lect, and that he may be in every way
rounded and perfect. Along all thes
lines he works, and then his powe
hegin to expand. Te begins to touch
the thaughts of meny and feel what has
not reached their lips, feeling the com:
ing and contents of letters they are
writing him, the feelings they have for
him, and the evil and good in their
natures. He gets proguostications of
coming events, shaping thereby the
lines of his work, and that voice in the
heart which to us is only conscience,
becomes for him intuition and an intel-
ligible teacher of the secrets of past
and future. As his sympathy for men
widens he reads more and more plainly
their characters, and that occasiona
intuition of their thoughts and feelings
which we all have, did we but study
and recognize it, becomes for him a
growing light into the inner selves of
others whereby he learns the wisdom
of humanity for himself, and for them
the power of saying to them and doing
for them that which shall most aid
their growth, us he moves amongst
them like a benediction. He sees the
psychic colour of his age and country
and city; the slowly gathering astral
storms that come down to us at
as wars, murder-epideics, and disas
ters to life on land and sea. He lears
to stand alone, thinking his own
thoughts, disentangling from his mind
those other countless thoughts and
feelings that are not his own, coming
upon him as upon all of us from the
vaves of other men, dead and Jiving;
waves which we in our ignorance take
as our own. He studies the lives that
have other home than land and sea,
lives that after countls years will
live as men, and that even now take
colour, evil and good, from thought
of man. So he lives on, wearing doswn
many bodies, his mind standing on ever
higher and higher places of thought,
having its continuance above the gulfs
(for other men) of birth and death,
gulfs which for him are now bridged

by the unbroken thread of memory and
foreview. For he stands in the wings
of the stage and watches unmoved in
his thought the changing scenes of life,
the uplifting and downletting of the
curtain, Lastly, the Lodge of Masters
and Leachers of all times and peoples
open for him its mighty doors; he
reaches the place and companionship of
all the great ones who have gone be-
fore and now stand watching and leln-
ing with strong hands the woes and
strugales of our poor humanity.

By such a career, none of us need
be appalled ; none need stand back say-
ing, “I'his is nat for me”, “This is
toa great a Path”. Nothing but has
its beginning, and that beginning i+
when any of us suppress an angry word,
or oot out a sensual habit, or novrish
one growing aspiratian for the light.
Let none of us have too much humiliry.
The goal may be far off, but to him
who hglm even a little, the uttermost
victory is certain, Life gives place to
life, and the hardly-established habit
of today is the innate instinct of to-
morrow. Much, very much, of our
future depends on what we do now.
It is a cyelic turning-point in human
history, the latter end of this nincteenth
century, a meeting-place of diverse
Karmic forces. 1f we lend our aid now:
to Nature, struggling between spirit-
uality and wmateriality, at the bottom
of her are, we shall reap good fruit,
the good fruit of birth, when again
the fires of Occultism are burning
brightly, when once again humanits
has moved into an auspicious cyele,
Laving carned Nature’s gratitude. [f
not, it we stand back, if we let those
in the front of the fight stand alone
against the spirits of matter, many
births may chance to go by before we
happen again upon a cycle where the
beginnings of real growth are to be
made as now they can be. "L'o begin
work now is to make our personal cyele
of future births attuned to the spirituai
eyele in nature; ignorance is no crime.
but to fail now, knowing the right,
is no light thing; it sows a seed preg-
nant with future cvil; it is to miss the




protection of the wings of auspicious
time, to face the perilous chances for
growth of evil in us of a long chain
of casual births throughout the cen-
turies, births wherein growth and pro-
gress if they come at all, da so against
far greater odds than now. Soume among
“I'heosophists say where is work to do?
Work comes to the man who can do
it, and they who truly have no work
are fit for none. They must do a wor
upon themselves before Karma entrusts
them with some for athers. To study,
o think, to destroy the personal evil
of uncharity, huxurious tendency, idle-
ness, to aspire always for more of the
waves of spiritual impulse that come
sometimes like a warm-scented wind
upon us all, these all can do in making
ready to be to athers the reachers of
whatever good is in us, Then we shall

ERLIS, THE GREAT TRANS-NEPTUNIAN PLANET

find our work at hand. And if no pupit
comes, still we have worked with Na-
ture, We have slain some evil, done
something to fill the waves of rhought
about our heads with good. We need
not wait to be taught anything. We
can spurn utterly the false humility
that would have us to be groveliing
worms, for they who became Christ
and Plato and Buddha were once as
we. “T'he problems that we have 1o
salve in life are the same for no twa,
each has his path, his fate, his difi-
culties, but all the paths converge, and
the diversely perfected souls of the far
future will form each one facet of the
cosmic jewel. In the light of our ideals
in the light of our several pictures of
that golden future, we can all mave
hapefully and confidently through the
Kurmic tasks of daily life.

ARTHUR LOUIS JOQUEL It

The astronomical science of the an-
cients is generally supposed to have
included knowledge of only seven bod-
ies in the solar system — the Sun,
Moon, and five planets. "I'he addition
to this number of three more planets
within the past two hundred years is
popularly considered to be one of the
triumphs of modern astronomy.

Hawever, a closer investigation into
the ploblem seems to indicate that con-
ientists are only rediscov-
ering information known to the sages
af the ancient world — and sometimes
stumbling onto tlm by accident. Eliz-
abeth Aldrich

“It has often been said . . . that the
ancientx did not know Uranus and

Neptune. But 1 am of those who think

they did, but perbaps under other naoice
for there are tables . . . w
to point to the fact that i
Neptune, and yet another grear onter
planet, were kinown at least fo the very
shilled in past times. 'The Chaldeans,
and the Indians certainly had what may
be calied an ephemeris of che bodies .. .”
(The Planet Neptune, Page 49.)

“This statement is rendered less im-
probable than it might seem by the fact
that in the treasure-house at Ninevah
of Babylon has been found an optical
lens, made of ceystal, which certainly
must have formed part of a magnifying
instrument. 1f this knowledge had
been preserved from that time until
the beginning of the Christian era, it
was probably lost in the burning of the
great libraries at Alexandria.

*So many names have been suggested for possible new trans-Neptunian planets — among

them Hades, Melodia, La Croix, lsis, Chaos, Sarkur, Didg,
that ta avoid canfusion e intend to use the name Ehlis
R a5 5 o dhe Faimious sderonld Seseeined by William

naw sriting.
Beckford in his novel Fathek.

and m least vine obers
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as a happy accident.”

Continuing lurther, we find that
the announced discoveries of the outer
planets during the past two centuries
have come about almost more by acei-
dent than by design. In the case of
Uranus, Sir William  Herschel an-
nounced that he had discovered a new
comet on March 13, 1781, and not
until several months later was it real-
ized that the supposed comet was really
a previously unknown planet, moving
in an orbit beyond that of Saturn,

A search of astronomical records
then revealed that Uranus had been
observed as early as 1690, Several noted
astronomers had carelessly recorded
it as a fixed star, even though they had
observed it for several successive nights,
during which it had naturally changed
its position,

When the orbit of Uranus was cal-
culated, it was faund to deviate no-
ticeably from the positions which it
should have occupied, and the sugges-
tion was made then there was another
planet, beyond Uranus, which was per-
turbing it in its path,

Approximately five vears of calcula-
tion by the most prominent astronomers
in Europe were to precede the first ob-
servation of the new body, Adams in
England, and Leverrier in France, were
both occupied with the problem. As a
result of Leverrier’s industry, the Ger-
man astronomer Galle observed Nep-
tune “less than a degree from (its)
predicted position.”

But an American astronomer named
Pierce later announced his conclusion
that “the planet Neptune is not the
planet to which geonetrical anal
had directed the telescope, and that its
discovery by Galle must be regarded
According to
Pierce, Neptune was neither at the dis-
tance nor the fongitudinal position com-
patible with Leverrier’s calculations.
Fven Leverrier himself, on finding that
Neptune was one-sixth closer to the
Sun than he had caleulated, expressed
doubt that it was the planet which
he had predicted.

The same problem was shortly per-
ceived concerning Neptune, which had

s

followed the discovery of Uranus —
it was not following its calculated
ovbit, but was apparently being per-
turbed by an unknown body still
further from the Sun than itself. "The
problem so intrigued the American
astronomer  Percival Lowell that he
spent a great deal of time on the matter
of determining where this *“Planet X
might be found.

Lowell died in 1916 without seeing
the mysterious planet located. 1t was
not until 1930 that a young man named
Clyde Tombaugh, examining photo-
graphic plates taken on [anuary 23
and 29 of that year at Lowell Ob-
servatory, found a body moving far
beyond Neptune, which was announced
to the world on March 13, 1930,
the planet Pluto.

‘This discovery is now only nineteen
years old, and due to the extreme slow-
ness with which it travels, Pluto has
covered since only a minute fraction of
its orbit about the Sun. However, the
intensive study to which it has been sub-
jected has divulged enough facts so
that we are justified in asking two
questions. IVirst, is this the planet which
Lowell predicted? Second, is there stilt
another trans-Neptunian planet as vet
undiscovered?

On the first point, we may quote
the last paragraph from Lowell's paper
on “The Origin of the Planets”, pub-
lished in April, 1913:

.1 venture to forecast that when
the ‘mearest trans-Neptagian plar
detected it will be found to have a m
of anprox mately 47.5 astronomical
X a mass comparable
th nm of Neptuue, though prababls

Plut() is now determined to have a
mean distance from the Sun of only
tronomical units {distance from
the earth to the Sun being one wnit) —
an error of one-sixth; and its mass, in-
stead of being comparable with that of
Neptune, whicle is 17 times greater
than the earth, is probably a little less
than that of the earth.

The present attitude of astronomers
toward Pluto is represented in this




paragraph by Drs. Alter and Clemin-
shaw of the Grifiith Observatory, Los
Angeles:
. t appears fo be 100 suiall to
have [umllued any appreciable part of
ions of Uranus er Neptune

on was. predicted,

regarded as’a ‘most, rer
cidence. (Pictorial Adronomy,
128.)

Page

“T'he orbit of Pluto is so eccentric
that at its nearest approach to the Sun
it is actually inside the orbit of Nep-
tune, although its inclination to the
plane of the ecliptic is so pronounced
that there is no possibility of a collision
berween the two hodies. We believe
that some light may be throwa on the
place of Pluto in the solar system by
this quotation from The Mahatma
Letters 1o 4, P, Sinnett:

“#{Question) 14: Could any other plan-
ety besides those known 1o modern
astronamy . . . he discovered by phys
cal instraments if properly directed?

“(Anxwer) 14: They must be. Not
alt of the Intra-Mercurial planets, nor
those in the orbit of Neptune are vet
discovered, though they are strongly

suspected. We knaw hat such exise and
where they exisi . . .7 {Pages 146 and
69.

Pluto, thus lying “in the orbit of
Neptune”, may be the first of several
small planets to be found in this vicin-
ity, being intruders from outer space,
as pointed out by L. Gordon Plummer
and Charles J. Ryan in their Star
Habits and Orbits.

The evidence, therefore, seems to
point away from Pluto being the planet
which was postulated by Percival
Lowell. So we are justified in asking
the second question — 1s there another
major trans-Neptunian planet awaiting
discovery?

Professor T, J. J. See of the United
States Naval Observatory, in his paper
on “The Evolution of the Starry
Heavens", read in 1911, stated:

“ ... itis evident that our panetary
systemextends much beyoud Neptune,
and several of the unseen planets revoly-
ing in this remote region of space may
yer he discovered . . . (Sec
Camille l<l.|mm,|rmn

nmwl Vrench

astronamer, came very close to Lowell’s
predicted distance of 47.5 astronomi
units for a new planct. In his Populer
dstronomy, edition of 1907, he wrote:

“From the fact that Neprune is the
farthest planer we know, we have by no
weans the right to conclude that there
are not others begond it. . . . All the
periodical comets have their aphelia
near the orbit of a planer. Now, the
third comet of 1862 the swarin of
shooting stars of Augast 10 follows an
ar which the aphelion 'is at the
(ustronomical) distance 38, There
should exint there a large planet . .
(Page 471)

The agreement in astroncmical dis-
tance predicted by these two authori-
ties is almost identical. Professor W,
H. Pickering also caleulated the pos-
sible clements of a trans-Neptunian
planet and suggested a distance of 1.9
astronomical units, which is not too
far from the others,

Sephariat, the metaphysical astrolo-
ger, also was in accord with Lowell,
Flammarion, and Miss Aldrich on the
matter af its being a large and massive
planet. He wrote:

... owe may ... look ahead in
anticipation of (he discovery of an
octave o . when discavered,
will prove to be an excra-Nepeunian
planet of great dimensions bl snal
ensity. (The Science of Fure-
knsavledge, Page 45)

in their Star
state that:
astronomers have supgested
be ghe first in @ furthe,
g Systean that ha e
overed, There is o valid
reason why ihere should be o more
planees beyond the reach of our tele-
scopes, quite the contrary.” (Page 40.)
Since the name of Pluto has already
been applied to the first of the trans-
Neptuniun pldncl:, we suggest that
when the major planet postulated by
these authorities is located, it be given
the nate Fhiis. And in the face of the
testimony we have presented, ir scems
likely that the vears to come will pro-
duce the discoveries of several minar
bodies and at least one major planet,
circling the Sun ot beyond Neptune,
on the very edge of the solar system
which we are at present inhabiting.

Plummer and Ryan,
Habits and Orbits,

“Some




1 WOULD LIKE TO ASK .

1t has been said that the dstral
Light is the carrier of the Cosmic Jiva
or life-energy, the storehause or reposi-
tory of the energies of the Cosmos on
their way downwards to manifest in
the material spheres, and the receptacle
of whatever passes out of the physical
sphere un its way upwards. It has also
been spoken of as the “picture-galiery,”
ar nature's memory, wherein is indeli-
bly recorded all that has ever taken
place. These concepts seem to indicate
a certain immohility. Does the Astral
Light possess an energy of its own, a
maobility, « speed, an inner motivn of
its own?

Certainly. T'he Astral Light is not a
static_conception, and should not be
looked upon, by analogy, as some sort
of immovable film or plate upon which
are merely recorded events that have
taken place. While true to some extent,

. this view presents only a portion of the

teaching connected with the Astral
Light. One should ask oneself, in the
first place, what the Astral Light really
is. As a term, it is somewhat mislead-
ing, and is by no means the best one
to use. But we have no other, and we
have to do the best we can with the
terms which have come into use through
the years, It is hoped that we may be
able to devise better terms, more sci-
entific ones, as time goes ot

Let us limit ourselves to the con-
sideration of the Astral Light pertain-
ing to our own planet Terra. It cor-
responds to the astral body or the astral
auri of the man. The earth is a living
entity, and its own auric emanation, as
well as its astral model-body or pattern,
surrounds and interpenetrates its mere-
Iy physical shape. Just as the astral
body of man is 1 complex aggregate of
farces and energies, the astral cavelope
of the planet is itself a very complex
world or sphere of innumerable ener-

gies and substances, wherein live my-
riads of creatures specifically related
to it and at home therein. Being a
world or sphere, it has various grades,
gmd\l’\tiom or levels of materiality,
Just as in the case of the auric emana-
tions of the physical bady of man. lt
has of course its various currents, tides,
varying  psycho-magnetic conditions,
d channels through which course in-
numerable energies, and by means of
which various ethereal substances are
transferred from one locality to an-
ather, much as the rivers of earth, and
the currents of the atmosphere transfer
various types of matter from one place
ta anvther.

The Astral World is the iuevitable
dootway or vestibule through which
everything must pass before it reaches
the physical planet, or before it can
leave it on its way out, It is also a
transformer wherein  many of the
forces coming from the outside, as well
as from the “within” of the planetury
structure, are adapted and adjusted to
the conditions prevalent on the physical
globe, i this sense, the astral world
or aura is a protection to us; peculiarly
enough, it is also an ulm‘nc]e according
to how we laok at it.

The auric envelope of any one planet
is of course an integral part of the cor-
responding greater auric envelope of
the Solar System as a whole. The }\\.
tral Light or Sphere of the entire s
tem to which we bt‘]nng nnght he
termed the Akfisa, at least in its highest
aspects,

It should be distinctly borne in mind
that the Astral Ligln whether of a
pl.met or of an entire system of worlds,
s a sphere of life, a realm of evolution,
jihabited by innumerable forms of life,
kingdoms and sub-kingdoms of entities,
as indigenous to it as are our own more
familiar kingdoms to the various habi-
tats of the physical sphere. And it is
only a relatively slight difference of
vibratory rate which prevents themt or




interfering  with
each other'’s

us from constantly
cach other, or “invading”

our understanding  that the
“picture-gatlery” aspect of the astral
light resides mare in the higher reaches
levels of the astral structure. In
other words in the more spiritual por-
tians of these spheres, although this
characteristic is doubtless also present,
at least to some extent, in lower sub-
planes of the Astral Light, as is evi-
denced by psychometric experiments.

While it is not possible at our pr
ent stage of knowledge regarding this
entire field to be too positive about
any aspect of it, short of having fir:
hand experience along these lines, i
is nevertheless r obable that the Astral
Light contains in some of its realms
samething else besides mere *pictures”
of past events, It also contains forms,
moulds, which are the result of the evo-
lutionary and life-habits of the various
hicrarchies  functioning  in embodied
existence. Alf of them, whether high ar
law, fashian such astral moulds, as
result of their thoughts, feelings, and
deeds, 1t is these farms or moulds which
are used by lower kingdoms of life as
patterns of future evolutionary gm\uh
and provide the blue-prints, as it were,
for the gradual evolution of higl cher
forms of embodied life.

a

‘Fhis in itself is « very vast subject
of thought, and should make us fecl a
deep sense of ethical responsibitity for
whatever we do, think and feel in our
existence. We are being copied, and
perchance “improved” upon, all the
time by other kingdoms of beings,
whether we know it or nor.

Daes the Theosophical Philosophy
recognize heredity and the influence of
environment?

Certainly, if we thoroughly under-
stand what we mean when we use
these words, ‘I'he approach to this sub-
ject on the part of the student of the
ancient wisdom presupposes of course
the doctrine of causation or Karma and
its twin doctrine of Reincarnation.

We are born in our present family

because we have been connected with
it in the past; we belong therein be-
cause of psycho-magnetic ties establish-
ed in past lives. ‘The family affords the
ssion for our individual heredity.
Parents are the hosts for the incoming
entity, the re-incarnating Ego. They
provide part of the environment and
are not the originators of any of the
main cteristics  of the  child,
whether psychologi intellectuat or
any other.

It should be borne in mind that the
child’s body is built primarily from
within, by the infux of the vital, mag-
netic, and psycho-mental flnids from
the re-incarnating Ego. Even food from
the outside is the carrier of life-atoms
belonging largely to the Iigo's own past,

A gestating child is a veritable whirl-
paol or vortex of incoming life-atoms,
each one impressed by the Bgo in for-
lives, each one carsying certain
characrerist: Our new body is huilt
of the same Tife-atoms which weat o
form and build our former body. The
elements are the same, although some-
what altered. The configuration is dif-
ferent and depends upon our Karmic
pattern.

Various characteristics in the family
correspond to similar characteristics in
the Fgo seeking incarnation, Maguetic
attraction brings it into a family which
can best provide circnmstances,
roundings and conditions appropriate
to the Lgo’s development. In this con-
nection one shanlid vemember that op-
posites attract each other also.

sur-

Special attention s)mulnl be given to
the fact that many characteristics pres-
ent in the family, but not casily ob-
servable or even entirely absent Frons
the 1igo coming into incarnation, may
have been encouraged ar even caused
in the Kgos of the parents by the Fgo
of their child, in associations during
former lives. 1n this sense, these traits
of the parents are a part of the incom-
ing Ego’s eren karmic pattern, and
must be worked out by hin in his pres-
ent, most recent association with those
who are his parents in this particular




life. This point is very easily overlook-
ed by students.

As to environment, there exists con-
siderable confusion owing to isuffi-
cient thought. Fnvitorment could not
possibly have the slightest effect upon
the Ego, unless there was something
in that Igo to be affected or influenced.
‘T'hat something is of course the evolv-
ing center of cousciousness, the Mona-
dic Self, the Soul, or Re-incarnating
Entity, Unless it reacts to the influ-
ence of the environment and feels it,
the Jatter could not have any effect
whatsoever. “T'his alone is sufficient to
understand the enormous importance
of the spiritual center or cnnty ot be-
ing, distinct from the environment,
yet subject to the influence or imping-
ing forces emanating from it. It also
explains why seemingly identical en-
vironments produce sometime totally
different results upon incoming Egos.

“I'he subject of enviranment has been
overworked by modern science and
psychology. Environment is just as
much a part of the pi)chu magnetic
“field” of the incarnating Ego as are
the traits of his character. Where one
ends and the other begins, is not easy
to ascertain. From one particular stand-
point it would be perfectly correct to
say that the muscular and bony struc-
ture of the newly-born child is part of

A GENTLEMAN —

environment also; and that his emo-
tional and psycha-mental auras are a
part of it too; hecause all of these,
equally with the surrounding milien
and objects of his so-called “physical”
circumstances in life, are illusory, im-
permanent, temporary, deceptive and
senisuous in nature, in comparison to
the enduring center of consciousi
which surrounds itself with these v
rious sheaths and vehicles for purposes
of growth.

Most of the great men and wonen
of history are a direct contradiction of
that school of thought which in ow
times has tried to convince the peaple
that the environment is all-important
to the soul. [t is only weak souls which
are wholly subject to ummnnunt,
strong ones mould their own, or rise
above it. Though barn in humble cir-
cumstances, and often in shums, men
of genius create their own opportini-
ties and sour to universal recognition.
Louis Pastcur, son of a poor tanner;
Sir Iswac Newton, son of a farmer;
Léon Gambetta, son of a shop-keeper;
Victor Hugo, son of a soldier; Abra-
ham Lincoln, son of an illiterate; Wil-
liam Shakespeare, son of a wool-stap-
ler, and scores of others, are witnesses
to the fact that the inherent spiritual-
intellectual faculties of the incarnating
Ego are the true carriers of his indini-
dual heredity — which is himself.

“T'he forbearing use of power does not only form a touchstone, but the man-
ver in which an individual enjoys certain advantages over others is a test of
a true gentleman. The power which the strong have over the weak, the magis-

trate over the citizen, the employer over the employed, the educated ov

the

unlettered, the experienced over the confiding, even the clever over the silly —
the forbearing or inoffensive use of all this power or authority, or a total absti-
nence from it when the case admits it, will show the gentieman in a true light.
“The gentleman does not needlessly or unuecessarily remind an ofiender of 2
wrong he may have conunitted against him. He can not only forgive, e can
forget; and he strives for that nobleness of self and mildness of character which
impart sufficient strength to let the past be but the past. A true man of honor
feels humbled himself when he cannot help huinbling others.

Generar Rosert E. Lig
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A THOUGHT TO NEMEMDER

“1 sometimes wonder if ive can have a government on a world scale ntil
our present lesser povernments have so progressed that they are in all respects
honourable. [ wonder, too, if a government can ever be better than the pe ple
who elect it. For | sense that people call forth their leaders, and in the wisdom
and justive of natural law are given exactly the government they deserve. 1 am
convinced that unc;,nt; in government cannot co-exist with dishonesty through
the fabric of a nation.

“A corrupt people will have corrupt leaders; if there were no personal
crime there would be no national crime. We, individuals, create onr nations
and make our governmeots according to our own standards. 'Fo the extent that
we fail personally to live according to great principles and high ideals, so do our |
nations suffer at our hands. Qur governments reflect aurselves, . . .

.. we cannot hold back onr best living, our highest ideals and honour,
if we \\ml]d bm]d a nation competent to |71\tvu|\(|lc and to contribute its great
gifts in a world government. Great things begin in the hearts and lives of indi-
viduals, N part without betraying his fellows. Oun the other

No one can shirk his
hand each individual possessed of an ideal moves the nation and the world on-
ward to that grand consunmation when nations both founded and built on
integrity and honour see their boundaries pale (though they may not disappear)
s they grow towards the One World idea, and unity becomes a truth in prac-
tice.

“iach man thinking beyond himself learns to yield some elewent of his
pemuml svereignty, to give up sowething of himself for the common welfare,
It is in this sacrifice of the individual that the yielding of an element of national
sovereignty can alone find its arigin. The nation can act with broadened and
enlightened vision only if its citizens are of similar calibre, for it cannot be dif-
ferent from it: components.

“Again and again we are driven back to the individual as the unit within
whose heart mul understanding the great work of regenerating the world must
be done. L

Sidney A. Caok, Viee-President, The Theosophical Society (Adyar),
The Theosophist, Junc, 1949, pp. 164173
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BORIS d¢ ZIRKOFF

It should be constuntly borne in
mind, when discussing ideas and events
pertaining to the "heosophical Move-
ment, that Theosophy is primarily and
c“nnridlly a way of life.

Et is not merely a system of technical
teachings or a body of dactrines in-
tended for the intellectual gratitication
of voracious minds who delight in fill-
ing the spiritually barren chambers of
their  intellect  with  high-sounding
terms,

It can never be too often repeated
that “T'lcasophy is above everything
else an ethical doctrine, a pattern of
ethical behavior, wnd a manner of eth-
ical conduct, These Tithics are hased
on sublime teachings embodying the
facts of Nature's structure and opera-
tion. But thy teachings alone, unre-
lated to the way of life, and considered
as a mere intellectual system of thought,
are not anly sterile, but positively mis-
chievous and productive of a subtle
brand of selfishness and moral stagna-
tion.

Therein lies the danger of an intel-
tectual approach to the teachings of the
Ancient Wisdom. ‘This danger can be
avoided only hy a sincere and constant
effort on the part of the student to put
into practice the precepts he has intel-
lectnally learned, and to apply in daily
fife those basic thoughts which he has
uaderstood to be the foundation-stanes
of spiritual life.

En this way he wil! avoid the danger
of severing his mind and heart from the
collective mind and heart of mankind,
ot the community of which he is an
integral part. U'here are students who
have achieved a very profound under-
standing of the purely incellectual as
of the theosophical teachings, but
remain nevertheless ethically sterile
members of their community. “I'hey are
aloof in their attitude to life, and bear
no vital relation to the human sorrows
and ‘problems surrounding them. "I'hey
live in self-made ivory towers, wncan-
cerned in what is going on around then,

usuatly unperceived by others, and prob-
ably largely undisturhed.

There are others whoe may or may
not have achieved a thorough grasp
of cthe intellectual intricacies of the
Ancient Wisdam, but whose minds and
hearts are attuned to the wide-spread
suffering of men and women, in their
blind search for velease, "They keep their
contact with mankind, they share the
collective sorrow and joy which are
part of the web of life, and they carry
their growing understanding of N
ture’s truths into the midst of the
teeming millions, where the need for
Light is the greatest.

It is essential for the student of the
age-old wisdom to keep at all times
his link with mankind alive and strong,
It is his only way of yktimately wnder-
standing the cause of human misery and
pain, as well as of human pleasure and
and this not by immersing himself
in them, but by attuning his heart and
mind to their vibratory rate and gather-
ing intuitively, intellectually, and p
(hiullv, an awareness of the states of
consciousness which these various con-
ditions affer for the growth of the soul.

It is of great importance that the
student of Theasophy become a con-
structive part of the community in
which he Tives, 2 center of light and
knowledge, emanating warmth of soul
and steength of character, for others to
observe and partake. He should be—in
some unobtrusive manner—a source of
information regarding the laws of life
and of new courage and hope to those
who are in trouble; and he should in
due course of time become recognized
as a fountain-head of ideas and plans
which, if listened to and carried out,
would improve the cthical climate of
the community and raise its moral and
intellectual standard above the average,
Such things have taken place more than
ance, and they can be repeated in a
thousand other instances, if only the
majority of students were to “descend”




from their lofty tower of mere intel-
lectual thinking, and forge the neces-
sary links of human compassion and
interest which are so essential to this
purpose.

It is supposed by some people, that
our individual efforts can at best be but
very small and their influence negli-
gible. This is the type of shallow think-
ing which does not take into consider-
ation some of the main factors con-
ained in this equation. Tt should be
distinctly remembered that spiritual
thought is a great deal more powerful
than mere mentation, and the latter
more powerful than mere wishful
thinking, The range of creative spir-
itual thought has not yet been deter-
mined, and the manner in which it
brings about its effects is largely uo-
known, except to trained and advanced
accultists who deal with these smatters
experimentally.

Every thought directed towards true
spirituality — which is invariably one
with  selllessness, impersonality and
sytpathy for others—has an enormous
range, potency, momentum and intens-
ity, as compared with mere intellectu
thinking or perclance mere mental and
emotional  “wishing.” 1t strikes like
lightning upon responsive minds and
hearts, and contains within itself al-
chemical powers of sclf-perpetuation
and re-creation unknown on any of
the Tower planes of human action. Tt
is also in league with the rest of the
spiritual agencies at work continuously
in the world. "I'he result is that a defi-
nite spiritual effort on the part of one
student, in a given direction, may very
well give rise to a chain-reaction of
effects the range of which would seen
to be quite inexplicable on purely
mechanistic grounds. Splrmml thought
| its own repercussions on other
planes, “T'he faws of “thought-reso-
nance” and of “thought-overtones and
-undertones” are practicatly unknown
to maodern science, and constitute a
higher type of science which is known
in its fullness but to high initiates,
though each one of us can learn at

T'he carrying out of true social re-
forms directed to the amelioration of
the conditions under which mast of
humanity lives today, is not a matter
of woney, political power, personal
fame, or wordly influence. It is pri-
marily a matrer of spiritual creative
thinking, mostly on the part of a fev
One thought given birth to at the cycl
cally right time, and directed into the
first open channel that may present it-
If, e impregoate a large nutber of
human minds and hearts, each one of
which becomes a center of outgoing
spiritual force directed towards the
same ahjective. The comulative result
of this chain-reaction has at times pro-
duced some very startling results, re-
sponsible for some of the most im-
portant events in social reform and
the devefopment of nwdern scientific
thought. Among these results could he
mentioned such widely separate move-
ments and events as the Keltic Literary
Revival, the National [ndependence of
India, the Abolition of Slavery in the
U.S. A., the Discovery of the Llectron,
the "FPherapeutic Usage of Music, the
abrogation of a number of restrictive
covenants based on racial discrimina-
tion, and a number of other marked
changes which have taken place in
recent times upon the stage of human
history, both in the Orient and the
Occident.

Lest we be misunderstood, it shonld
be stated here wnequivoeally that the
“Theosophical Movement is strictly and
traditionally non-political and  un-s
tarian, paying no attention to, and en-
gaging in none of the political contro-
versies of the day, which are here today
and gone tomorrow, to be probably
superseded by other controversies and
arguments. But while it is non-political
as u Movement, it not only recognizes
the right of every student of Tlheosophy
to take part, if he pleases, in whatever
may be constructive and useful in the
political set up of his respective land,
hut actually urges him to partake, as
an individunl, as a citizen or subject,
and as a professed humanitarian, in the
process of just, enlightened and pro-




gressive social veforms whose aim s,
as expressed by ohe of the Masters,
“the amelioration of the condition of
the poor.” And not only is he urged
to participate in this process, but ex-
pected to take individual iniriative to
originate new movements and moves
aimed at the eradication of corruption
and evil in the social structure of the
day, by mearis of humanitarian, social
measures and reforms, free of party-

politics and devoted to the welfare of
all mankind, ircespective of race, creal,
color, political affiliations. or rchgnm
background.

Universality is the key-note of a
true Theosophist, Wherever sectarian-
m and parechialism show their ugly
fuces, Theosophy can exist only in
name, When manifesting in universal-
ity of views and the highest embodi-
ment of Ethi it becomes a living
power in the hearts of men,

MISTAKEN NOTIONS ON THE “SECRET DOCTRI

H, P. BLAVATSKY

[Originally published in Lucifer, London, Vol VI, No. 34, Jume, 1890, pp. 333-335]

Ever since the publication of The
Secret Doctrine students of Theosophy
(ontside the inner ring of Occult Sci
ences) have complained that the teach-
ings contained in the work do not satis-
fy them, One, mentioning the lengthy
and rabid abuse of it by an old, though
really insignificant, if brutal, enemy,
takes me to task for leaving a door
apen to such criticism by taking too
little into account modern science and
modern thought (!); another com-
plains that my explanations are not
complete; thus, he says:—

“For the last ten years, | have been a
close reader of thevsaphical literature.
1 have read and re-read T'he Secret Doc-
trine and collated passages, and nothing
is more disheartening than to find some
of the best explanations an Occult points,
Just as they begin to grow a little lucid,
warred by a reference to some exoteric
philosapby wr religion, which breaks up
the irain of reasoning and leaves the
explanation unfinished. . . . We can
understand parts, but we cannot get a
succinet idea, particularly of the teach-
ings as to Parabrabm (the Absolute) the
1st and 2nd Logos, Spirit, Matter, Fohar,
etc., etc.”

‘This is the direct and natural result of
the very mistaken notion that the work
1 have called the “Secret Doctrine” had
ever been intended by me to dovetail
with modern Science, or to explain
“occult points.” | was and still am
more concerned with facts than with
scientific  hypotheses. My chief and

only chject was to bring into prom-
inence that the and fundamental
principles of every exoteric religion and
philmuphy, old or new, were from first

o last but the cd\at: nf the primeval

"\Vnsdnm Rellgmn T sought to s
that the Trer or Knowi,
‘Truth itself, was One; and that, “how-
ever differing in form and color, the
fo!mge of the twigs, the trunk and its
main branches were still those of the
same old Tree, in the shadow of which
had developed and grown the (now)
esoteric religious philasophy of the ra
that preceded our present mankind on
carth,

‘This object, T bhelieve T have carried
out as far as it could be carried, in
the first two volumes of The Secret
Daoctrine. It was not the occult philoso-
phy of the esoteric teachings that [
undertook to explain to the world at
targe, for then the qualification of
“Secret” would have become like the
secret of “Polichinelle” shauted in the
manner of a stage « parte; but simply
to give that which could be given oul,
and to parallel it with the beliefs and
dogmas of the past and present nations,
thus showing the original source of the
latter and how disfigured they had be-
come. If my work is, at this day of
materialistic assumptions and universal
iconoclasm, too premature for the m:
es of the profane—so much the wor
for those masses. But it wits not too pre-

s




mature for the earnest students of the-
osophy—except those, perhaps, who had
hoped that a treatise on such intricate
correspondences as exist between the
religions ail philosophies of the almost
forgotten Past, and those of the modern
day, could be as simple as a shilling
“shocker” from a railway stall. Fven
one system of philosophy at a time,
whether that of Kant or of Herbert
Spencer, of Spinoza or of Hartmann,
requires more than a study of several
vears. Does it not therefore, stand to
reason that a work which compares
several dozens of philesophies and over
half-a-dozen of world-religions, 2 work
which has to unveil the roots with the
greatest precautions, as it can only kinf
at the secret blossams here and there—
canmot be comprehended at a first read-
ing, nor cven after several, unless the
reader elaborates for himself a system
for it? That this can be done and is
done is shown by the “I'wo Students
of the £, 8. They are now synthesizing
the “Secret Doctrine,” and they do it
in the most lucid and comprehensivi
way, in this magazine. No more than
any one else have they understood that
work immediately after reading it. But
they went to work in dead earnest.
They indexed it for themselves, classi-
fring the contents in two portions—the
exnteric and the esoteric; and having
achieved this pwhmm,lr\' labor, they
now present the former portion to the
readers at large, while storing the latter
for their own practical instruction and
benefit. Why should not every earnest
theosephist do the same?

T'here are several ways of acquiring
knowledge: («) by accepting blindly
the dict of the church or modern sci-
ence; (&) by rejecting both and start-
ing to find the truth for oneself. "I'he
first method is easy and leads to social
mpmﬂnlm and the praise of men;
the other is difficult and requires more
than ordinary devotion to truth, a dis
regard for direct personal benefits and
an unwavering perseverance. Thus it
was in the days of old and so it is now,
except perhaps, that such devotion to
truth has been miore rare in our own

day than it was of yore. Indeed, the
modern Eastern student’s unwilling-
ness to think for himself is now as great
as Western exactions and criticism of
ather people’s thoughts,

He demands and expects that hi
“Path” shall be engineered with all the
selfish craft of modern comfort, macad-
amized, Jaid out with swift railway
and telegraphs, and even telescopes,
thmugh which he may, while sitting at
hi; , survey the works of other pea-
ple; and_ while criticis ng them, look
out for the easiest, in order to play at
the Occultist and Amateur Student of
Theosophy. ‘The real “Path” to eso-
teric knowledge is very different. Its
entrance is overgrown with the bran-
bles of neglect, the travesties of truth
during long ages block the way, and
it is obscured by the proud contempt of
self-sufficiency and with every verity
distorted out of all focus. ‘['o push aver
the threshold alone, demands an inces-
sant, often unrequited labor of years,
and once on the other side of the
entrance, the weary pilgrim has to toil
up on footr, for the narrow way leads
to forbidding mountain heights, un-
measured and unknown, save to those
wha have reached the cloud-capped
summit before. “I'hus omst he mount,
step by step, having to conquer every
ineh of ground before him by his own
exertions; moving onward, guided by
strange land marks the nature of which
he can ascertain only by deciphering the
weather-heaten, half-defaced inscrip-
tions as he treads along, for woe to him,
if, instead of studying them, he sits
by coally pronouncing them uuhu—
|!|\t:hl‘)]e,” The “Doctrine of the Fye”
is maya; that of the “Heart” alone, can
ke of him an elect

s it to be wondered that so few
reach the goal, that so many are called,
but so few are chosen? Is nat the reason
far this explained in three lines on page
27 of The Poice of the Silence? These
y that while *“Ihe first repeat in pride
‘Behold, I £ase, the last, they who in
humbleness have gamered, low confe
‘thus have 1 heard’”; and hence, he-
came the only “chosen.”




PNY AND ENUCATIDN

IVERSON L. HARRIS

Let us start this study by defining
our terms. What is T'heosophy and
what is education?

Theosophy means literally ‘Divine
Wisdom,” “I'he Wisdom of the Gods."
It is such wisdom as is possessed by
men who have become at one with their
own loner God, and whe are thercefore
able to have direct. perception of Truth,
1t is such wisdom as the great prophets
and religious teachers and spiritual phil-
vsophers have revealed to men, it being
the result of having raised themselves
above the limitations of persanality, so
that their consciousness and therefore
their vision af T'ruth has become clear
and universal. In other words Theoso-
phy is that knowledge which the su-
perior man has, by virtue of having
made himself a fit channel for spiritual
light to pour through his
reflect thevein as in a mirror, the clear
image of reality.

Education in the Theosophical sense
is that training of the mind and of the
personality that has for its aim the
leading forth from within into mani-
festation of all the innate faculties and
nowers that rightly belong to thinking
human beings. One of the best means
of doing this is to study the lem‘]!il\p
and revelations of the grear and wise
men of the past. These teachings have
survived the winnowing process of time,
and live today in the hearts of millions
of aspiring people by virtue of the un-
dying ‘Truth that is in them. Such a
study lifts our own thoughts into the
cureents of spiritual reality in which
these great spiritual Sages and Scer:
lived and still live; and as we suceeed
in moving into these currents, so do we
come nearer and nearer to opening up
our own minds as channels for some of
the light which itlumines thei

Robert Browning sang in his Para-
celsus:

mind and,

“Uruth is within oursclyes, it takes na rise

From outward (hings, whate'er you may
lieve.

“There ix an inmost cénter in u all

Where Truth abides in fulness; and arouud,

Wall upon wall, the geoss flesh hems it in,

This perfeet, elear perception—which ix
Truth

fing and perverting carnal mesh

opening oul a way

\\ hence the imprisuned splendor may es-
ape,

Than in effecting emry for a light

Supposed o be without.

The foregoing is a bit of Theasophic
education that 1 received as a young
man while attending rehearsals of The
Arvma of dthens as presented by Kath-
erine "Tingley in the Greek T'heatre at
Point Loma some thirty-cight years ago,

Perhaps the most pevmanently satis-
fying feature of a Theasophical edu
tion is that it evokes from students that
intangible vet invaluable quality-—good
taste. “Fheosophical education arouses
in those profiting by it a vital interest
i al) things worthy of the human spirir
and a decided distaste for anything wn-
worthy of thinking human beings.

The great Scriptures of the workl
are guide-books and manuals pointing
out to every aspiring soul the way, the
eruth, and che life that it is necessary
to follew if we would be truly edu-
cated; ie., if we would succeed in
opening out a way whence the im-
prisoned splendor Tocked up within us
may escape, heal the worll of its sor-
rows and bring men back to peace and
sanity—to that ‘love which moves the
sun and all the other stars,” about which
Dante sang in the closing lines of his
Divine Comedy.

There is verily ne greater edncator
than love in our hearts for all men;
there is nothing that will bring us
claser to the heart of Theosophia, or
Divine Wisdom, than an all-consuming
love for our fellowmen. Tt was divine




love or compassion that transfigured the
lives of the Buddha and the Christ. [t
is love that holds millions of suffering
human beings in reverence and grati-
tude to them today and gives these
anguished nillions something of inner
peace and power to bear their burdens.
1 verily believe that it was the love
which he showed for his fellowmen,
even more than his masterly expositions
of metaphysical doctrine, that captured
the hearts of us who were fortunate
enough to know G. de Purucker duwr-
s incarnate existence
among us. Lmeu to his own words:

“Bat is there something decper in
Natare than what men call intelligence,
something which appeals still more to
an? Yes; and that is thay
wystery which | have called
the cement of the universe, which huld»
things together, which keeps the stars in
their paths, which keeps human heartx
beating in aspiration and hope, which
shows us the sunny splendors on the
other side of death. Do you know what
it is? Very great men have called it
Lowe. LOVE—a holy, beautifal name;
and 1 think that only buman heines de-
grade it.” —Qurstians We /III sk
First Series, No. 7,

Love is the missing factor in modern
education, We have forgotten how to
love one another. We have relegated
lave for our fellowmen te second place
and have enthroned efficiency as the
end and goal of most of our educational
systems, Efficiency is, of course a sine
qua non for the smooth running of the
business of life, which many of us have
come to mistake for life itself, Of
course, no one wants education to leave
our children unprepared to meet the
harsh realities of existence. But unless
we are lovers of our fellowmen first
and last and all the time, we can be-
come most efficient haters and exploiters
and destroyers of our fellowmen. Could
the world possibly have become the
shambles that it so recently was and
that it threatens to become again, if
the Wisdom of the Gods, Theosophy,
as taught by the greatest spiritual Sages
and Scers and illuminated Teachers of
all the ages, had been univers:
lowwn,  understood  and

Turn to the Sermon on the Mount,
turn te the Gospel of the Buddha, turn
to the Ancient Wisdom-Religion of
China as embodied in the teachings of
Lao-T'ze and Confucivs, turn even to
the ennobling message of the Prophet
of Arabia with an open mind: in all
these you will find Theosophy, and ed-
ucation which really educates; ie., leads
forth that which is noblest and best
within the human soul. Let me be
more specific,

in the Bhagavad-Gitd, or ‘Beautiful
Song,” Krishna, spea kag as a personifi-
cation of the Supreme Spirit, says to his
disciple, Arjuna:

“I produce myself among creatures, €
son of Bharata, whenever there is a de-
cline of virtue and an iwsurrection of
viee and injustice in the world; and thus
} incarnate from age to age for the pres-
ervation af the juse, the destruction of

and the establishment of
. —Chapter 1V

We in the West have reccived en-
lightenment, inspiration, and guidance
from Jesus called the Christ. His life
and teachings have fostered gentleness,
Kinsday resignation, and purity in the
lives of millions of good people who
have looked and still Took upon him
as their Savior.

Blessed are the merciful: for they
shall obtain mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart: for
they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemake for
they shall be called the children of
God. . . .

Ye have heard that it hath been said,
T'hou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate
thine enemy.

But 1 say unto you, Love your ene-
mies, s them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray
for them which despitefully use you,
and persecute you.—Matthew, 5: 7-9.
43-44,

I'heosaphy enables the rational man
to understand and aceept Christ’s teach-
ings witheut affronting his intelligence
with an appeal to emotionalism or irra-
tional faith, The Wisdom of the Gads
helps us to disencumber the message
of Christ from the superstitions and




S

dogmas with whicl. human ignorance
amd folly have through the ages obscur-
ed the radiance of the spiritual light
which he brought—as superstitions and
dugmas, also, have obscured in greater
or less degree the radiance of the light
brought by other great spivitual lumi-
naries before and since Christ—not
excluding the fight brought by the Mes-
sianic Messenger of the Nineteenth
Century, H. P. Blavatsky.

A "Fheosophical education opens our
eyes to the light from the East, for so
long hidden from the West but rapidly
ining greater and wider recognition
in our day through the awakening to
political self-determination of the Far
Tastern people themselves, We learn
that the Lord Buddha, lundred
years before the Christian Era, taught
the same nniversal ethics in India that
are found in the Sermon on the Mount.
“Hatred ceaseth never by hatred; hat-
red ceaseth only by love.” Moreover,
the Buddha enlightened men’s minds
with understanding; he taught them
quite definitely and clearly the doctrines
of karma and reincarnation, the ines-
capable vesults of wrong and right
action

Such is the law which moves to righteous-

ness,
Which nene at last can turn aside or

The beact of it is Lave, the end of it
Is Peace aud Consummation sweet. Obev
—Sir Edwin Arvold, The Light of Asia.
A “Thensophical education will teach
us also to study the wisdom of the
Chinese Sages. We shall learn to love
the Old Philosopher, Lao-T'ze, quietly
hidden in the shadows of the royal
library at Loyang (Honan-¥u) teach-
ing the virtues of the Tao and the non-
assertion of self, urging all men to re-
guite injury with kindness and to fit
themselves for higher duties by yielding
place to m]msA
T'o the good 1 would be good; to the
not-s I:uud t would aha be ood, i order
to make them good.

“With the faithfut | would keep faith
with the uafaithfu! 1 would also keep
faith, in order that they may bevome
faithfal.

“Gientlencss brings victary 10 him who

attacks, and safely to him wha defonds,

Those whom fleaven would xave. it

fences round with gentlenes

—Lionel Giles: The Sayings of Lao-Tei.

No wonder that Will Durant s
“Perhaps we shall burn every book but
one behind us, and find a summary of
wisdom in the Tao-Te-Ching,”

By familiarizing ourselves with the
basic doctrines of the world’s great re-
ligious Scriptures, we come to appreci-
ate the fact that they all sprang from
a common source, the Esoteric Wi
or Seeret Doctrine revealed to mankind
by its spirituzl progenitors, the fare-
runners of our present humanity, who
were the gods and heroes referred to in
the m\'thuhlpu of every race, ‘Tradi-
tion, said HL.P.B., is racial memory.
Finding the same aniversal truths in all
the great Scriptures, one cannot be dog-
matic about the particular religious doc-
trines on which he himself has been
nurtured. With proper education and
as our knowledge increases, the ‘holier
than-thou” attitude disappears, Intoler-
ance vields to tolerance; and tolerance
in time is replaced by love and respect.

Love for one’s family is decidedly
better than love for oneself alone, Love
for one’s community is a natural ex-
pansion of lave of family. Love of one’s
country transcends mere parochial loy-
alties. In each step there is a sloughing
off of egoism, which is obvious and
aoffensive in the self-centered miser or
the ambitivus politician, less obvious
and therefore more subtle and insidious
in the chauvinist, whose patriotism is
often an expression of national and ra-
cial pride and expanded egoism rather
than of consecrated service to the coun-
try of one’s birth. “T'he earnest student
of "T'heosophy finds it impossible to
share in international and interracial
e agrees with

dom

my country; to do good my religion.”
The "I'heosophist concurs also with the
fine pronouncement of Ldmund Burke
in his speech on Conciliation with
America. “1 know not the method of
drawing up an indictment against a
whole peaple.”




The Chinese  Master, Confucius,
taught: “When you good man,
think of emn]ﬂting him; when you see
‘| bad man, examine your own heart.”

I'his injunction lends itself readily to
an expanded application: when we see
a nation misled into committing in-
justices, let us see to it that we are
not alse misled into committing fujusti-
ces; but when we see a people acting
nobly, let us emulate their example.

Master K'ung lectured to his di
ciples, we read, mainty on history and
poetry, deducing his lessons in life from
the: “r

3

. ““I'he odes are three hundred in
number,” he said. “But their purport
may be summed up in the word; ave
no depraved thoughts.” And again,
“Study  without l]mué]lt is  vaing
thought without study is perilons.”

Mencius, the greatest expounder of
Umimnmcm augln that the whole
of education consists in recapturing in-
tuitive faculties that in the stress of
life hive heen allowed to go astray. “And
Chwang-"T'ze, the brilliant interpreter
of Taoism, wrote: “To a mind that is
still the whole Universe surrenders,”

I have referred briefly to the "I'heaso-
phy and the education given us by some
of the greatest spiritual “I'eachers of
recorded histary, Tt would be nat only
untheosophical but also wneducated if
1 did not refer also to another great
Leacher, whose message has bettered
and cnabled the lives of millions of our
fellowmen from the Straits of Gibraltar
to the mouths of the Ganges and be-
youd, [ refer, of course, to the Prophet
of Arabia, the Camel-Driver of Mecca,
AMohammed al-Amin, Mohammed the
Faithful. As part of my Theosophical
education [ arned  from  Kenneth
Marris, Welsh bard and Professor of
Histary and Literature for so many
years at Point Loma, to know and love
this illiterate son of the desert, who
proved his spiritual heredity by imbu-
ing Eslam with the idea of religious tol-
erance and the Jove of secular learning.
Therefore is it meet that 1 speak also
of him in even a hrief discussion of
“Theosophy and Fducation.

Among the Moslems of Moham-

med's day there were only seventeen
who could read and write. "The Prophet
was not one of these. Yet he laid down
the Laow for Islim in this wise:

The ink of the doctars is holier than the
martye's bload. . . . Aequire knoeledge:
whosa acquires i, performs an_ac of

; who speaks af
dores God; who aupuw.
tows alns; who im-
parts it to its filting vhjects, performs an
act of devotion to God. A mind without
colture is like @ body witbout a soul.
Glory does not consist in riches, but in
buowledge. .. . Ta Jisten o 'the

struction of seience a i 3
tarious than attending
s of 2 thousand martyes, or
than standing up in prayer far a thousand
zhes,

D enneh Mo Solden Threads in
I/l/' Tapestry of umm Part N, Chap-
32 “The Road of Learning.”

Ih\. did Mohammed set the feet of
his Moslems on the road of learning
and father the spirit of scientific investi-
gation, perhaps the most significant
characteristic of modern education. So
let us never deny to the Prophet of
Arabia_gratitude for his contribution
to the Theosophical Movement in the
field of education.

RBecause of inadequate education con-
cerning human history and owing to
the erstwhile cocksureness of seientific
materialism, people have raken it for
granted that the mechanical age in
which we live represents the peak of
all civilization and that we of today in
the West are the highest expressions of
evolution that the world has ever
known. Perhaps our faith in oue own
high status began to weaken a bit under
the impact of the second Workl War
within the memory of millions of peo-
ple living today and . the devastating
horror of the atomic bomb, Il ]muu_lnful
people are thmml\g (o ask if education
does not consist in learning something
deeper and of mave Tasting value than
efficiency in mutual slanghter and in
nuking and accwnlating mechanical
applinnces and gadgets, however useful
these may be in themselves when not
prostituted to the purposes of destruc-
tion. Perhaps it takes world-wide suf-
fering and the horrors of glohat war-
fare to awaken mankind as a whole to




the importance of teaching our children
and our, youth the cternal verities pro-
claimed by the great spiritua Scers of
atl times. This is part of the mission
of the Theosophical Movement.

Numerically we are still a small
handful of earnest people; but we are
on the side of the gods; and someone
has rightly stated that one man and
God are a majority. For nigh three-
quarters of a century T"heosophists have
been [c'lchmg, preaching and in some
measure practising the noble tenets of
the  Ancient Wisdom-Religion. The
outward results have not equalled our
vaulting hopes. But the seeds of Theo-
sophic thought have found Indgement
in receptive minds here and there, and
have sprouted, grown, and borne good
fruit. ‘The grand universal ethics of
Theosophy liave touched the hearts and
comforted the souls of thousands of peo-
ple whose education had shattered their
belief in the dogmas held and promul-
gated by their fathers, Theosophy bas
enabled them to settle the conflict be-
tween reason and faith to the lasting
benefit of bath.

The Theosophical Movement has en-
riched and is still enriching the world
with books of permanent worth and
periodicals filled with timely spiritual

WE UWE
AUDREE

liveryone of us has a debt to pay,
not a financial debt, but a great debt
to humanity, We have all been” given
an opportunity to live and learn, and
we chose the basic pattern of our pres-
ent life long before we were born. We
chose this particular pattern for some
very definite reason, conditioned by the
karma of our past lives. In taking stock
of our faults, we can often see why we
selected our present way of life, and
what we must overcome.

‘Fhis opportunity to live and to learn
is priceless to us, and we are most for-
tunate to be living in a time when the
world is teeming with wars, race preju-
dice, and greed. We are fortunate be-

and intellectual culture. Various
branches of the Movement are doing
excellent work each in its own field in
educating man to keep alive in his
breast his spiritual intuitions. The
priceless books Jeft us by our Teachers,
as well as the valuable interpretations
and applications of their teachings by
trained disciples, are a gold-mine of
inspiration and information for serious
readers and earnest students. Tt is part
of our mission as Theosophists to sce
that the beacon-lights of Theosuphic
truth are not dimmed by failure on
our part as individuals or as groups, but
that they are kept burning brightly dur-
ing the night-time of the present dark
cycle, so that they may serve all man-
kind in bringing their life-ships safely
juto havens of peace and lasting prog-
ress. 1f we can succeed in doing this—
and most assuredly we will succeed—
we can make day by day our individual
contribution to the fulfilling of the
prophecy with which H.P.B. closes The
Key ta Theosophy:

tell e whether T am too san
guine when [ say that if the Theasophical
Society survives and lives true fo its mis-
sion, to its original impulses through the
next hundred vears—tell me, 1 say, if [
20 too far in asserting that earth will

in comparison with what it is now

A DEBT!
BENNER

cause of the great npportumlv offered
to us to conquer these universal karmis
conditions, "Fhe present world chaos is
the karnic effect of some past cause,
and our reaction to this effect will de-
termine a future cause. The seeds of
that future cause are now being sown
by us. Some peaple may think tl it
would be easier to let other generations
or civilizations shoulder the burden of
establishing a peaceful way of life, but
if we do not face our responsibilitics
now, we will have to face them again
and again until we can conquer and
rise above them. Who are we to as-
sume that we are the chosen few to he
excused from our karmic duties? We




who have encountered “T"heosophy know
that nane are excused. We are members
of a cast in a great tragedy, each with
a part to play, and there are no under-
studies.

‘We can sit in a restaurant, an a bus,
or stand on a street corner and hear
people discuss the present worktd chaos.
T'hey read in the newspapers articles on
hunger, race riots, financial greed, and
the threat of war; then shake their
heads sadly, sigh, and go off on a shop-
ping spree or in search of entertain-
ment,  They  erase the uupl:,mm
thoughts from their wminds. They do
not realize that they have a part 10
play in the twisted and confused state
of aftairs, or possibly if they do, they
prefer to forget it. Our thoughts, our
actions, our pattern of self-improve-
ment, experiences, and mistakes, all go
to make up living conditions the world
over—past, present, and future,

Many people, believing in the law of
cause and effect, understand that their
past actions have produced their pres-

ent circumstances, hut their reasoning
comes to a dead-end there, Uliey look
backwards, frequently brooding over
what they should have done. "T'here is
no time for morbid regret, there is
much to be done, and we have the
appertunity to do it.

What can we do? We can meditate
on constructive ideas tawands world
peace and understanding, race toler-
ance, equal educational advantages for
all, freedom of speech, and the right
to choose our faith and religion. We
can observe the struggle of humanity
to rise above its present turmoil, and
find where our efforts and experiences
are needed, and generansly give them.
We can observe the customs, and learn
the history and languages of these dif-
ferent nations and races, expanding our
capacity of understanding. We can pre-
sent Theosaphy to the world, not by
spreading propaganda or obtaining con-
verts, but by becoming living examples
of a great teaching. We owe this debt
to hum;mi«y' the time to pay it is now.

“THE CANT ABDUT MASTERS”

DUDLEY W. BARR
[Reprinted from The Canadian Theosophist, Toronts, Vol. XX1X, February 15, 1949.]

“The T.S. and its members are
slowly manufacturing a creed. Says a
‘I'ibetan proverb, ‘Credulity breeds cre-
dulity and ends in hypocrisy.” How few
are they who can knaw anything about

s. Ate we to be propitiated and made
.. The cant about ‘Masters’
must he silently but firmly putr down,
Let the devotion and service be to that
Supreme Spirit alone of which each one
is a part. Namelessly and silently we
work and the repetition of our names
raises up a confnsed aura that hinders
our work. ., .

{Quoted from a letter from K.H.
to Annie Besant, described in Letters
from the Masters of Wisdom, First
Series, as “"U'he last letter, written in
1900, received nine years after the
death of H. P. Blavatsky.”)

A correspondent has been reading
same old Theasophical magazines pub-

tished in the early part of this century,
and disregarding, as so many of us are
prone to du, Mrs, Malaprop’s sage
remark ‘All comparisons are odorous’
has been comparing the carliet writings
with the productians of today ; the early
articles, our correspondent finds, were
alive, ardent, cancentrated — the cur-
rent lnrcnmue lacks vividness, depth
and s stylized, ahounding in pretty
phrases. Puzzled and disturbed at the
change, our correspolent asks “What
has happened ?”

very potent gquestion; but before
touching upon the particular problem
may 1 suggest that possibly the compari-
son has not been full enough. There are
several excellent Theosophical maga-
zines today which preserve the higher
standards of former times—some like
good wines have become better as they
grow older. 1 suggest a wider reading
and the inclusion therein of the maga-




zines of other "Theosophical Societies,
for example, Theasaphy of the United
Fodge of "I'heasophists, The Thevsaphi-
eal Forum of the Theosophical Society
(Covina), The Paik of the Independ-
ent “Theosophi .|l bucm) (Australia),
Thevsophia, an i
published in los Angeles, and other
magazines which present the Theo-
sophical attitude but are not linked
with any particular society,

(May | digress for 2 moment to say
that 1 can never write ‘other T'heosoph-
jcal Societies’ without feeling how in-
congruous it is to have more than one

"I'heosophical Sociery’—to have ‘the
wisdom of the god’ relating as it does
to the Universal lhmhwr)u)()d of Man,
parcelled out by different organizations,
nene of which will have anvthing to
do with the firm next door.)

To veturn to the question which con-
cerns what has happened in our liter-
ature during the past forty years.

During that period the Society has
attracted fewer and fewer thinkers and
more and more feelers.” The literature
of the Society, its books, magazines
and pamphlets, has, consciously or un-
consciously, been designed to attract
persons whose approach is through the
psychic and the sensational rather than
through the mind. We have not in the
Society today—or if we have they are
not witing for our official magazines
thinkers and scholars of the same class
as for example, G, R. 8§, Mead and
W. Kingsland. We cannot iuterest
philosophically-minded persons in the
‘milk for babes’ which is being dis-
tributed through many of our jowrnals.
1f they are persuaded to attempt it,
they refuse to read further after com-
ing upon a sentence which reveals the
innatc naiveté of the mind that phrased
ir. Many of these persons would accept
Nictzehe’s dictum ‘It is better to do
evil than to think prettily.” ‘The
of an evil act would doubtless be clean-
ed up more quickly and easily than the
karma of respounsibility arising from
‘precry thinking’s” impertinent offense
;Iguimr Mind, its covert attack upon
man’s hard-won citadel of Reas

A two-fold classification of

karnu

s

ers’ and ‘feelers’ is perhaps an over-
simplification—persons do not divide
so cleanly. Intellectual persons often
have strong emotional sides to their
natures and numy have extra-normal
psychic faculties; persons who are bas-
ically emotional in type are often inter-
ested quite seriously in intellectual pur-
suits, Rately does one find a ‘pure’
specimen, and  complex  admixtores
seem to be the rule among human be-
ings.

However, it may not be an over-
simplification to use another two-fold
division when speaking of the members
of the Theosophical Socicty. lts mem-
bers constitute a very small proportion
of the earth’s inhabitants (something
less than 000015%) and the interests
which draw them to the Society have
much in common, They have in com-
mon a recognition of the unity of all
life, of a process of reincarnation, of
a law of compensatary action and re

action, and a belief that there is a Way
by which man may mount to a fuller
realization of his'innate divinity, They

believe in the Universal Brotherhond
of humanity, and within the limitations
of their characters, the peculiar ‘screen
or ‘mesh’ through which they lock out
upon the world, they try to be tolevant.
broad-minded and unbiased—their wid-
ened concept of ‘the amplitude of time’
helps them to be patient and to work
for their ideals heedless of immediate
results.

Within this small group there is one
class whose basic tendency is to look
inward for T'ruth, to seck ‘the Cause-
ess c which should have its shrine
and altar on the holy and ever untrod-
den ground of our heart—invisible, in-
tangible, unmentioned save through the
still, small voice of our spiritual con-
sciousness.” Some may  become over-
introspective in this but the majority
do not; they have outer interests, some
in science, others in philosophy, psy-
chology, the drama, music and other
arts, mathematics, social and economic
problems, ir hational problems, labor
and management problems—and  they
use their Theosophy as a key to the
deeper understanding of these problems




and ta a wider human application of
their interests,

“Fhey accept the hypothesis that as
the personal wrappings which obscure
the hidden splendour of the soul are
worn away, a deeper and richer Self
is revealed. They accept as highly prob-
able the teaching that eventually as this
process continues a human being may
become a ‘Master,
heart and mind which is disclosed in
the teachings of thase who are reputed
to have reached this stage, but they do
not worship them, they do not seek to
attract them. They asswme that ‘Mas-
ters’ have their own wark to do and
that when any individual comes to the
point where his inner divine powers are
becoming manifest, he will come in
tauch with others of equal or superior
status and will be able to share in their
work.

“This is the way that mutual attrac-
tions grow up between men in their
ordinary outer lives; the inner responsi-
hility, and not the outer proximity, is
the deciding factor. A servant in a
savants club might grow old in service
and never know what his employers
were talking about in their earnest dis-
cussions, while a newcomer, a young
man of unusual talent might be admit-
ted to the club and immediately estab-
lish a position of equality with many of
the older members. ‘We are men like
yourselves’ wrote K.H., and the philo-
sophically-minded members of the So-
ciety o not assume that the Masters
desire to be regarded as anything less
than men. Manliness is a quality which
is recognized wherever men come to-
gether and the higher the type of man,
the higher its standard of manliness. 1f
a man measures up to it, he is ‘in’; if
he fails to do so, he is ‘out’ and the
charmed circle js closed to him.

That there are men who become
ers is not in question—but the way
to these men s by the path that made
them Masters. Tt is a hard road but it
is better to face this fact at the begin-
aing, rather than to spend lives fondly
hoping to find some easier way to at-
tract their attention. The Gita assures

us, ““Ihere is no purifier in the world
to be compared to spiritual knowledge;
and he who is perfected in devotion
findeth spiritual knowledge springing
up spontaneously in himself in the
-progress of time,”

"There is another group within the
Society whose tendency it is to look out-
ward for guidance and help, and wha
consequently externalize all the teach-
ings. This tendency takes them ever
farther and farther away from the Self
within and from “I'heos Sophia,” the
wisdom of the inner god, I'he external
never completely satisfies wl there is
an unceasing search for newer and
fresher forms, newer and more power-
ful ‘Masters,” more distant ‘planes,’
longer and longer lists of ‘lives,” more
and more phenomena, mare Augels,
[vaas, Blementals, Nature Spirits,
rites, ceremonies, initiations. This
group cannot hear ar read the word
‘initiation” without visualizing some ex-
ternal event, the nature of which de-
pends upon their psychological make-
up. For some it may be a terrible tviat
with ‘Dark Forces, from which they
emerge triumphant; for others the ex-
ternalization might take the form of a
chancel of a lafry hall in which wait
stately, white-clad figures from whom
emanate radiations of love and power
and waves of lovely, everchanging col-

rs. ‘They see the ‘candidate’ approach-
ing the sacred fane, they hear the mystic
words of acceptance. Such self-projec

ed visions gladden them — bot take
them another step farther from the
goal.

For them the ‘Master” we should
seek is not the “Initiator of the Initi-
ates, the personal God . . . within,
nowhere outside, the worshipper.”
(5.1, 11 62.) The 'Master’ is an
external being, tall, bearded, robed,
almost omniscient, possessed of mar-
velous phychic powers, and endowed
with infinite compassion for the litrle
‘me’ whose egatistical imagination cre-
ated that ‘Master’ form.

This externalizing tendency can, if
continued, lead to madness. "The Jis-
ease may not develop to its extreme
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of permanent uphucnia—the dis-
integration or (||\'|\(I|| of conscionsness
into other ‘selves’ — and the subject:
may lead quiet, comparatively harmless
lives jomversed in a dreamworld of
their own muaking, which, although
quite divorced from reality, is satisfying
to them, They have a lovely time in a
cotourful realm peopled by the projec-
tions of their own imaginations and
added to by their identifications with
the mare vivid imaginative projections
of others, They must ultimately face up
to the whispered question of the inner
Self “It's pretty, but is it real?’ This
is the opening line in the grear drama,
of the ‘war longer and greater than
any,” I alurmed and dismayed they
flee from the question, denying the in-
ner Self and sceking refuge again in
their- familiar dream world, the prob-
lem has been only postponed, not set-
tled, and the ensuing conflict within
the psyche may destroy them.

“Let the devotion and service be tu
that Supreme Spirit alone of which each
one is a part” said K.H. “l1 am the
Lord seated decp in the heart of all
creatures,” said Krishna. The Masters
of the Way unite in agreeing that there
is but one “Way” for mankind to
overcome the misery, ignorance, the
partitions, divisions, the self-izing of
haman existence; that there is but one
Way by which man may realize his
hope of Brotherhood and that is by
finding integration with the divine Self
within, “The fruits of this are peace,
harmony, wisdom, love and compassion
for all beings ; these qualities are normal
to the integrated man, T'he opposite
cowrse of finding assurances in exter-
nals, whether these be money, power or
fame, or the more subtle externals of
astralism and psychism will lead only
to further disintegration, disharmony,
ficrcer and more bitter divisions, no
matter how desivable and pleasing to
the sensations the immediate results
may seem.

If we in the Theosophical Society
faced up to this fundamental and de-
vated the next quarter of a century to
propagating  straight “Theosophy, the
“Fhieosophy of the Secret Doctrine aml

the Mahatma Letters, the way might
be apened for a re-uniting of all Theo-
sophical organizations in co-operative
work for humanity, We might lose a
few thousand or so of our preseat thivty
thousand members, but on the other
hand we might not,—the respoase to
the sane, balanced outlook of the orig-
inal movement might be astonishing.
In the past we have lost thousands of
members whose interest in externals
waned and died; some of these might
again be atrracted if they were assured
that all externalizations would be put
aside. 1t would take courage and wis-
dam to do it it would mean getting
rid of rites and ceremonies designed ro
attract and exploit astral entities ; with-
drawing the literature which is in -
vect conflict with Theosophy ; forgetting
the astralism and spookism which has
carried the Socicty far away from its
ariginal ideals, Tt would mean discour-
aging the belicvers and sensativnalists
whose ‘credulity breeds credulity and
ends in hypocrisy.’ 1f the Society is tn
be a centre for attracting the finest
types of mind, it must encourage men
and women who are active and inde-
pendent in their thinking and spirituai
in their outlook.

There is an unquenchable, {rresi
ible power in Theosophy which i
rightly used could re-establish the So-
ciety in a position of dignity and wide-
spread influence and make of it a recog-
nized centre for men and women who
through their own integration with
their Divine Selves, could be beacons
of light in mankind’s spiritual darkness,
Lt could attract not thirty thousand
merely, but hundreds of thousands of
men and women who are sincerely
looking for a Way, a Way of fuliill
ment for the needs of heart and mind
alike, a real Way to the thing they
seek and have not found, Self-tntegra-
tion, Wisdom concerning the god, the
true Self, the Master within their own
hearts, Let us teach the doctrine of
that God, and let the half-gods die—
and with them all the pretence, hypoc-
risy, cant and credulity which the demi
gods first accept, then invite, and then
demand.




NUMBER MAGIC

Curious results can somectimes be ‘When multiptied by 2, another
achieved with numbers, change takes place:
T'ake for instance the number 142857 x 8 1/14285/6

142857, When multiplied by any of

the fiest six digits, the product is ex- 10 this case, by adding the end fig-

ures, one gets the missing number 7.

pressed, in each case, by the same fig-
ures, and in the same general order as When multiplied by 14, 2 multiple
the multiplicand. of 7, one gets:
142857 x t = 142857 142857 x 14 == 1/99999/8
" x 2= 285714 The end figures 8 and § give the
" x 3= 428571 missing 9.
Vx4 eE ST If a circle be divided by three di-
Yx 5= 714285 ameters 60 degrees of arc apart, and
"k 6 == 857142 the numbers be placed in their original

. ) order at the ends of diameters, the sum
When nuwltiplied by 7, a curious  of each pair will be

change oceurs

abave
.

‘The sum of the digits in the
(42857 x 7 == 999999 number is 27. 2 and 7 give 9 als
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A THOUGHT TO REMEMBER

“As a hody, the "Fheosophical Society holds that all original thinkers and
investigators of the hidden side of nature whether materialists—those who find
matter ‘the pramise and potency of all terrestrial life, or spiritualis
thase who discover in spirit the spurce of all encrgy and of matter as well,
were and are, properly, Theosophists. For to he one, one need not ncu‘\«lnl}
recognize the existence of any special God ar a deity.  One need but worship
the spirit of living nature, and try to identify oneself with it. Lo revere that
Presence, the invisible Canse, which is yet ever manilesting itselt in its inc
ant results; the intangible, omnipotent, and omnipresent Proteus: indivisible
in its Essence, and eluding form, yer appearing under all and every fornt; wha ]
is here and there and everywhere and nowhere; is ALy and Noraina; ubiguis J

tous yet onc; the ence filling, binding, hounding, containing everything
contained in all. It will, we think, be seen now, that whether classed as
Theists, Pantheists or Atheists, such men are all near kipsco to the rest. Be
what he may, once that a student abandons the old und trodden highway of
routine, and enters upon the solitary patle of independent thought—Godw ard
he is a Theosophist; an original thinker, a sccker after the eternal truth with
an inspiration of his own' to solve the universal problems. . . .

“Born in the United States of America, the Socicty was constituted on the
model of its Mother Land, “I'he latter, omitting the name of God from ies
constitution lest it should afford a pretext one day to make a state religion,
gives absolute equality to all religions in its laws. Al support and cach
is in turn protected by the State. I'he Society, modzlled upon this constitu-
tion, may fairly be termed a ‘Republic of Conscience.’

“In canclusion, we may state that, broader and far more universal in its
views than any existing mere scicntific Society, it has Hus science its belief
in every possibility, and determined will to penetrate into those unknown
spiritual regions which exact science pretends that its votaries have no business
to explore.  And, it has one quality more than any religion in that it niakes
1o difference. hetsveen Gentile, Jew, ar Christian. It is in this spirit thar the
Society has been established wpon the fooring of a Universal Brotherhond.”

-—H. P, Blavatsky, “What Ave rhe Thensophists?”
The Theosophist, Vol. [, No. 1, October, 1879, pp. 5-7.
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ANOTHER MILESTONE

In November, 1949, the wmodern
Theosophical Movement enters  the
seventy-fifth year of its existence.

On September 8, 1575 the proposal
was made that a society “be formed
for the study and e]ucid:llinn of Oc-
cultism.”  On September 18, the
name of the society was decided upon.
On October 16, By-Laws were adopt-
ed.  On October 30, Officers were
elected, and on November 17, Col.
Henry 8. Olcott, President of the

n S

newly-formed  Theosophical  Society
delivered his Tnavgural Address at
Mott Memorial Hall, 64 Madison

Avenue, New York. The outward
form of the Society was constitution-
ally perfected, and it stareed its public
career afrer what Col. Oleote calls “a
gestatory period of seventy days.”

‘I'he  formation of the modern
Theosophical Saciety was the result of
specific instructions received by H. P.
Blavatsky from her superiors in the
occult hierarchy of Adepts.  “L'his is
shown by her own conments append-
ed in pen and ink to a clipping of
her article entitled “From Madame
H. P. Blavatsky to her Correspond-
ents”  {Spiritual  Scientist,
Vol. [l, September 23, 1875, pp.
25-27) which she pasted in her Scrap-
haok I. She wrote:

“Orders received from Tndia
direct to establish a philosophico-
religious Saciety & choose a name
for it,—also to chovse Olcott,
July 1875.”

From the viewpoint of outward
events, it was a small beginning, yet
a Ivcgnmng which set off world-wide
repercussions. The  chain-reaction
started in 1875 has steadily mounted
in intensity and momentum, and pro-
tises well to become of greater im-
portance in the twu\tu_th century than

ized form, was supplicd and largely
sustained h) ~evcml Adepts of Oceult
Science, men of transcendent power
and knowledge, under whose inspira-
tion and guidance the formation of
the carly Movement was planned and
carried out.  “Thus it was not the fal-
tering effort of average or even un-
dsonl huoan beings  alone, guided
merely by cheir own noblest ideals and
most selfless objectives, The Thea-
sopliicat Movement of the early davs
was very definitely the extending into
the world of human affairs of the
powerful hands of advanced Oeccule-
ists, whose vision and wisdom were to
take at that particular time partial
embodiment in the form of an out-
wardly recognized body of men and
women, dedicated to the promotion of
certain specific teachings for the spirit-
ual advancement of maokind as a
whole.

The second reason for the remark-
able growth of theosophical idens and
ideals in the present-day world is the
fact that chain-reactions have the ca-

motion subsidiary lines of spiritual un-
foldment in collateral channels, mult
plying almost ad infinizuns the original
impulse at the point of inception.
‘Thus a great many other and smaller
movements  have arisen  since 1875
which promote, even if anly partially,
and sometimes in a somewhat distort-
ed manner, some of the ideas and
teachings embodied in the original
message of 1875 .

Students of the ancient Fsoteric
Thilosophy, enthused as they usually
are over the prospects of spiritual
enlightenment  for the muny, and
anxious as they are to achieve the
greatest pnwlylc result in the shortest
pass ble time, are very prone to be

any other evol 1 in inted
the growth of hum,m thn\lg]\t
The reason for this is two-fold:

first, the energy behind the modern
“T'heosophical Movement, in its organ-

over the actual results of
their work in the world of men. Their
rather high standards, and their ex-
pectations seldom  correspond to  the
degree of evolutionary  development




actually possible in the world in any
ane eycle.  lence there is apt to arise
a feeling of frustration, and the idea
that the world at large is really not
ready for the message which they have
set their hearts upon. This is mis-
leading, to themselves and to others.
T'he facts are othernwise.

These facts show without even the
possibility of doubt that the progress
attained by human thought in the last
25-30 years, let alone in the last 75
years, is greater and more important
than any development, progress or e
pansion, recorded for centuries past in
any similar petiod of years or even
reater onc.

“And so all of this is supposed to
be due to the Theosaphical Mov
ment,” we hear the skeptic say, with
a scoffing smile, and the implied sense
of his own superiority.

Yes, if the full bmplication aof our
words is understood. Let us explain
more fully what we mean.

T'he "I'heosophical Mozement is not
merely one or even a number of ‘Theo-
sophical Organizations as such, Tt is
a current of thought, of spiritual and
nobly-intellectual thought, including a
high and lofty ethical standard. This
current of thought, while always pre:
ent in the world, received an enor-
mous increment of energy around
1875, wlen certain specific ideas in
concentrated form were loosed upon
the world, both outwardly in books
and the spoken word, and inmwardly
through those processes of thought-
alchemy hich are best undertood by
the Adepts, who are themselves past:
masters of this art,

These specific ideas, whether voiced
by organized theosophical bodies or by
independent  individuals  elsewhere,
which pertained to any and all aspects
of human endeavor, produced in due
time the revolutionary upheaval in
human thought which we are witness-
ing today throughout the world.  The
political-econamic  upheavals, however
important  they may be from one
angle, are but relatively unimportant
repercussions  resulting  from the in-

troduction into the ~pl|ur of Innn.m
thought of certain
intellectual and ethi nl ideas,
ing from very exalted sources, under
which impact none of the outworn
institutions and outward structures o
a moribund social order can possibly
endure.

T'he ideas which we have in mind
are strictly non-political and  unsec-
tarian, And have nothing to do with
political struggles on  the outward
stage uf human affaies.  “The latter,
however, might well be interpreted as
that particular churning process which
is but the natural result in one special
field of human endeavor of the intro-
duction into human minds of concep-
tions and ideals which arc incapable
of finding lodgment in forms  and
structures too small to house the ex-
panding consciousaess of men,

Today, in the seventy-fifth year of
the existence of the modern Tleosoph-
ical Movement, we hear the teachings
of Theusophy echoing forth from the
Halls of Science, from the pulpits of
the most progressive Clurches, in the
field of modern Psychology, in the
world of popular literature, the movie-
theatre, the University campus, the
field of social reform and the sphere
of enlightencd  Statesmanship, 1are
though the lust be.

The most advanced men of Science
teach with preat emphasis ideas which
are identical—though couched in mod-
ern terms—ith thase to be found in
the Bhagavad-Gita and  the  Upani-
shads, tegarding the nature of the
phenamenal universe,

The truly inspired ministers voice
from the pu]mt and in their works
ideas regarding the unity of all re-
ligions, and the fundamental identity
of all ethical and spiritual concepts,
which a few years ago 'Vheosophists
and  Mystics were the only ones to
proctaim, and this under the threat of
being stuned to death.

“The best there is in modern Psy-
chology is beginning to spell, and to
spell correctly, the mdiments of prac
tical Oriental Yoga, and to manipu-




late the alphabet of the Science of the
Soul, re-discovering at th me tine
some of the hidden keys to the inner
experiences of Christian mystics, whose
kinship  with  Yoga deserves  closer
study.

The idea of reincarnation is begin-
ning to take root on a very large scale
in the thinking habits of the Occiden-
tal race.

The idea? and the vision of “One
World,” and of the essential solidar-
ity of all men, irrespective of race,

creed or color, soar high above the
clang of military weapons, and the
noisy clamor of selfish  nationalistic

demagogues.
From the Halls of Science,
among the Peoples’ Councils,
the lecture halls of the r
tion, from the street corners,
advertisement page, the popular song,
and the dramatic stage of all nations,
there is  broad today  the great
“hit-song” of the age—the song of the
Universal Brotherhood of Maokind,
the Global Solidarity of all men. Am[
that song is re-echoed from one cor-
ner of the earth to the other, and is
caught by the teeming millians on
every continent.  [ts wards and sonor-
aus chords are carried by the “Wind
of the Spirit” from one land to an-

from
from

level o unather, in
the hierarchical structure of the hu-
man race, and are passed, torch-like,
by one generation  anather, and by
one lapsing year to the year that fol-
Tows it

The New Era is indeed J-tomic—
in the true, ancient meaning of that
much misunderstoud word—-fn-1ivis
ible, for it presages and proclain rhc
Indivisible Unity of the Human Race,
the unbreakable integration of all the
peoples of the earth, which neither
tyrants, nor dictators, nor money-
crazed international gangsters, nor
any of the enemies of uman progress
and spirituat liberation, will have the
power ta stop OF even to postpone.

“I'he grand procession of Maokind
towards a Greater Age is on the

other, from one

march, s goal is Global Conscious-
ness, [ts weapon is understanding
and  sympathy. Upon its unfurled

banner i the emblem of the Sun
with healing in its wings.

Ask )oursdv friends
these questions

“Hlas the Theosophical Movement
failed "

“Do 1 watch the procession from
the sidewalk, or am T, myself, a part
of it, marching with the millions to-
wards the Sun?”’
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THE WRITINGS OF H. P. BLAVATSKY

BORIS de

The writings of H, P. Blavatsky
and of her Adept-Teachers are the
cornerstone upon which the modern
"Fheosophical Movement rests.

Upon  this  cornerstone  has  been
erected a  superstructure  which, al-
though imperfect in many respects,
has nonetheless withstood the attacks
of entrenched materialism, and of the
forces of obscurantism  which have
attempted from time to time to oblit-
erate or disrupt the Movement as a
whole.

Fhese wwritings are of primary fm-
portance because they present in sys-
tematic form the ageless tenets held
in custady by the ‘I'rans-Himalayan
Schaol of Esotericism, for which no
substitute can be found. These tevets
contain  the foundation-principles  of
occult truth which will, in due course
of time, serve as the basis for a new
philosophy of life the world over, and
will give rise here, there and every-
where to new currents of inspiration
for bewildered humanity.

“Today, three quarters of a century
after the inception of her work, the
writings of H. P. Blavatsky are be-
ing vindicated in world-thought: the
startling discoveries of modern science,
well as the deductions of madern
psvchology, support and  uphold a
varicty of principles and ideas which
can be found by any observant student
in the pages of The Secret Doctrine
and H. P. Blavatsky’s other works.

‘The more H. P. Blavatsky's writ-
ings are disseminated in the world,
and the better they become kuown,
the sooner wilt her character and mis-
sion be vindicated—an objective to-
wards which every genuine student of
Theosophy should werk.  Thus can
we show our gratitude to her for what
we have received through her self-
forgetful service.

Considering theic intrinsic value
and their historical importance, a uni-
form edition of the entire literary
output of H. P. Blavatsky should

ZIRKOEY

occupy a commanding position in the
forefront of the occult world-litera-
ture, a position whiclh the passage of
time will serve to enhance beyond our
present realization.

It is therefore fitting that the
seventy-fifth anniversary of the found-
ing of the modern ‘Theosophical So-
clety on American soil be commemo-
rated by the launching of an Aweri-
can Edition of her Collected Writ-
ings. Arrangements have now been
completed to publish the initial vol-
e of such an American Edition
which will contain her literary output
for the year I883, this material hav-
ing never yet been published in any
collected or consecutive manuer,

‘The American Edition is to be pubs
lished by the Philosaphical Rescarch
Suciety, Inc., of las Angeles, Cali-
fornia, whose Founder and Director,
Manly Palmer Hall, is international-
Iy known to students of ocenlt thought
as a brilliant writer and Jecturer on
occult and metaphysical subjects.

Students of the Ancient Wisdom
in many lands will recall that an effort
to publish a uniform edition of H. P,
Blavatsky's writings was made some
years ago. A few words regarding
the history of this project may be of
interest.

“The compiling of material for such
a uniform edition was begun by the
present writer in 1924, while residing
at the Headquarters of the Point
Loma  Theosophical - Society, during
the administration of Katherine Ting-
ley. For about six years it remained
a private venture of the compiler,
Some 1,500 pages of typewritten ma-
terial  were  collected, copied, and
tentatively classified.  Many foreign
sources of information were consulted
for correct data, and a great deal of
preliminary work was done. T'his
formative stage of the plan necessi-
tated an analvtical study of the his-
tory of the “T'heosophical Muvement,




and checking and tracing every
able clue, for_the purpose of ascertuin-
ing the pussible cxistence, and  then
the actual location, of articles regard-
ing which nu  specific information
existed or whose dates of publication
had been wrongly quoted. A far-
flung  international  correspondence
was started with individuals and In-
stitutions in the hope of eliciting the
necessary information. By the end of
the swmer of 1929, most uf «Iua \mrk
had been completed,
concerned the initial pcrmd of 1874—
1879,

To August, 1929, a snggestion was
made to the late Dr. Gottfried de
Purucker, thcn Head of the Society,
on the isability of publishing a
on of T1.P.Bs writings,
idea was immediately accepted
and a sinall committee was formed to
help with the preparation of the
material. [t was intended from the
outset to start publication in 19,
as a tribute to H. P. B. on the Cen-
tennial Anniversary of her birth, pr
vided a suitable publisher could be
found.

After several 5 publishers
had Dbeen considered, it was suggested
by the late Dr. Henry ‘I Edge—a
personal pupil of H. P. Blavatsky’s
from the Londan days—that Rider &
Co., of London, be approached.

On April 1, 1930, the suggestion
was made that this entire work be-
come an  Iarer-Organi tional "Theo-
sophical venture in which all "Theo-
sophical  Societies would  collaborate.
Since this idea dovetailed with the
Fraternization Movement at the time
inaugurated hy Dr. G. de Purucker,
it was applauded and steps were taken
to secure the co-aperation of other
“Ihensophical Organizations,

Ahout this time, A. Trevor Barker,
Transcriber  and  Compiler of The
Meahatma Letters to . P. Sinneti,
angd his friend Ronald A, V. Mortis,
began a correspondence with Dr. G.
de Purucker and, among other things,
advised that they had been for some
time working on a plan of collecting

L PoB, writings  for a possible
series of volumes to be published in
the ncar future.  Close contact w
immediately established between these
gentlemen and the committee at Paint
Loma. A complete list of their ma-
terial was received, and in July, 1930,
the collected material itself, swhich
consisted mainly of articles from The
Theasophist and Lucifer. While du-
plicating to a very great extent what
had already heen  collected, it con-
tained nevertheless a number of valu-
able items.

In May, 1930, A.
also suggested Rider &
don, as a possible publisher,

On April 24, 1930, a letter was
written to Dr. Annic Besant,

l|e\m Barker
., of Lun-

Presi-

dent, The Theosophical Soclety (Ad-

ar}, asking for collaboration in the

compilation of the forthcoming Seri

Her co-operation was secured at the

“I'heosaphi Convention _held  in
June 28-July 1,

il

Switzerland,
1930, at which she pr .

After a period of preliminary cor-
respondence, constructive and froitful

literary intercourse  was  established
with the officials at the Adyar THead-
quarters. ‘The gracious permission of
Dr. Annie Besant to utilize material
in the Archives of the Theosophical
Society at Adyar, and the whole-
hearted collaboration of C. [Jinara-

jadasa {now President of The Fheo-
wpluul Society), A. J. Hamerster,
Mary K. Nefi, N. 8ri Ram, Sidney
A. Cook, and others, extending over
a number of years, have been fuctors
of primary importance in the success
of this entire project.

The help of a number of other in-
dividuals in different parts of the
world . was soon accepted, and the
work of compilation tosk on the more
permanent form of an Inter- Orguh
izational  “Fheosophical pm]ut in
which many people of various nation-
alities and  Theosophical affiliations,
co-operated.

While work praceeded on various
portions of the mass of material al-
ready available, the main effort was




directed towards corupleting Volume [
of the Series, which was to cover the
period  of 187479, This  volume
proved, in some respects, to he the
most  difficult to prudme, owing to
the fact that material for it was seat-

During the World War period
research work and preparation of n-
terial for future publication went on
uninterruptedly, and much new ma-
terial  was  discovered.  Very rare

articles written by H, P. B, in Frencly

tered over several hd
often in almost unprocurable periodi-
cals and newspapers of that era.

Volume I was ready for the printer
in the summer of 1931, and sent to
Rider & Ca., of London, with whom
a contract had been signed. wing
to various delays over which the com-
piler had no contvol, it did oot go to
press until August, 1932, and wi
finally published in the early part of
1933, under the title of The Com-
plete Works of 11. P. Blavatsky.

A stipulation was made by the pub-
lisher that the name of A. “I'revor
Barker should appear on  the title
page of the volumes, as the respansible
Fditor, owing ta his reputation as the
Editor of The Mahatma Letters to
Ao P. Sinpert and The Letters of
P. Blavaisky to A. P. Sinnett,
This stipulation was agreed to as a
technical point intended for business
purpases only,

Volume 11 of the Series was pub-
lished in 1933 also; Volume I11 ap-
peared in 1935, and Volume 1V in
1936, “I'hat vear Rider & Co. pub-
lished a facsimile edition of Isis Un-
weiled, with both volumes under one
cover, and uniform with the preced-
ing first four volumes of the Com-
plete [P orks.

Further unexpected delays occurr-
ed in 1937, and then came the world
resulting in World War 1L
l)mmg the London “blitz,” the offices
of Rider & Co. and all the publishing
houses in Paternoster Row were d
stroyed.  “T'he plates of the four val-
umes already published were ruined

as were also the plates of The Ma-
hatma Letters to A. P, Siwnett), and,
as the edition was only a small one,
th volumes were no fonger |(-
able, and have remained out of print
for the Tast fourteen y

were uncovered and translated for the
first time into English. A complete
survey was made of all known writ-
iogs in her native Russiun, and new
items brought to light. “Uhis literary
output was secured in its cntirety,
direct from the original sources, the
most rare articles being furnished free
of charge by the Lenin State Library
at Moscow.

The |mrd<||ip< of the economic
situation in England, both during and
after the World \Vn made it im-
pussible for Rider's to resume work
on the original series. In the mean-
time, the demand for the writings of
H, P. Blavatsky has been dily
growing.  Some fresh attacks on her
personal integrity by irresponsible
writers have brought her name to
tew prominence in various parts of
the world.  The astounding develap-
ments in the world of scientific re-
search have confiraed a nambec of
prophetic statenients made by FL 1"
Blavatsky regarding the nature and
structure of the unive Archivo-
logical and other discoveries have up-
held many a hint in her writings. so
that  her character and  knowledpe
have assumed an cven more com-
|Il(\y|d|n1_, position today than was the
e somc vears age, and an ever-

casing munber of people have hein

iuc
laoking forward to the publication of
an Amwerican Edition of the Collected

\Vnnup of 11 P, Blavatsky. “U'a
this growing  demand, the
I’Iul« ophical Research  Soci
of Loz Angeles, California
embarked upon  this
publication of this American Fdition
intended to fill a tong-felt need on
this continent, upon the soil of which
was founded in 1875 the Parent Body
of the madern “Theosophical  Move-
nment.




‘The writings of H. P. Blavatsky
are becoming with every day more
widely known. In their totality they
canstitute one of the most astounding
products of the creative human mind,
and must be classified, by friend dud
foe alike, as among the well-nigh in-
explicable phenomena of the age, von-
<|<lcrmg their  uneyualed  erudition,
prophetic  nature, and their
spiritual depth. ven a Cursory sur-
vey of these writings discloses their
monumental character.

‘I'he best known works are of
course those which appeared in baok
form: Isis Unveiled (New York,
1877), The Secret Doctrine {Lon-
don and New York, 1888), The Key
to Theosophy (London, 1889), The
Vaice of the Silence (London and
New York, 1889), Yransactions of
the Blavatsky Lodge (London and
New York, 1890 and 1891}, Gems
from the East (London, 1890}, and
the posthumously published  Theo-
sophical Glossary (London and New
York, , Nightmare Tales {Lou-
don and New York, 1892) and From
the Caves and Jungles of Hindostan
{London, New York and Madras,
1892).

But the general public, as well as
a great many later theosophical stu-
dents, are prac
fact that H. P. Blavatsky wrote in-
cessantly from 1874 to the end of her
life for a very lnrge number of jour-

- skive  Vedomosty

ically unaware of the -

After she went to India, she con-
tributed to the Tudian Spectator, The
Deccan Star, the Bombay Gazette,
The Pivneer, the dmrita Bagaar Pa-
trika, and other newspapers.

For over scven years, namely dur-
ing the period of 1879-1886, she
wrote serial storics for the well-
known Russian newspaper, Moskor-
(Muoscow  Chron-
icle), and the celebrated periodical.
Russkiy  Festnik (Russian Messen-
ger), both of Moscow, as well as for
lesser  newspapers, such as  Provda

Odessa), Tiflisskiy Pestnik  (Tiflis.
Caucasus), Rebus (St. Petersburg),
and others.

After founding her first theosophi-
cal magazine, The Theosophist (Bom-
bay and Madras), in October, 1879,
she poured into its pages an enormous
amount of invaluable teaching, which
she continued to give later in the
pages of her London magazine, Luci-
jer, the short-lived Revue Thenso-
phique of Pa and The Path of
New York.

While carrying on this enormous
literary activity, she fuuml time to
engage in polem with
a number of writers and scholars in
the pages of other periodicals, espec 1I—
Iy the Bulletin of the Societe Sci
fique d'Vtudes  Psychologiques, and
Le Lotus, both of Paris. In addition,
she wrote a number of small pamph:
lets and Open Letters which were

nals and both tl
and otherwise, and that the u)mhmed
bulk of these scattered swritings ex-
ceeds her voluminous output in book
form,

Her fiest polemical articles were
puh[' hed in the best known Spirit-
journals of the day, such as
]hp Banner of Light (Boston), The
Spivitual ~ Scientist  (Boston), The
Spiritualist (London), La  Revae
Spirite (Paris).  Simultancously, she
wrate occalt stoties and other essays
for some of the leading newspapers in
the US.A., including The New York
World, The New York Sun, The
Daily Graphic, and others.

hed separately,

In this general survey no more than
mere mention cvan be made of her
voluminous correspondence, many por-
tions of which contain valuable teach-
ings, and  her private Insiructions
which she issued afrer 1888 to the
members of the Esoteric Section.

After twentyv-five years of unre-
mitting rescarch, the individual arti-
cles and notes written by M. P. Bl
vatsky in Foglish, French, Russian
and Ttalian may be estimated at close
to one thousand. While some of them
are quite short, others, it should be
remembered, cover several serial in-
stallments of considerable length,




As intended from the very outset,
the uniform edition of H. P. Blavat-
sky's writings s arranged in strict
chronological order, showing the grad-
ual unfoldment of H.P. Bs mission
and the serial development in the pre-
sentation of the teachings.

The entire material has been tran-
scribed werbatim et Aliteratim  divect
from the original sources. No editing
of any kind lus been permitted.  Oh-
vious typographical errors, however,
have been corrected, and quutations
introduced by H.P. h:n'c been

alone necessitated a considerable staff
of helpers in various parts of the
world, as many of the writings yuoted
could be consulted only in such large
institutions as the British Muscum of
London, the Bibliotheque Nationale
of Paris, the Library of Congress,
Washington, D.C., and the Tenin
State Library, of Moscow. In a few
cases works quoted remain untra
able.

The volumes will contain explana-
tory footnotes by the Compiler, im-
bodying historical data  concerning
various individuals and events wen-
tioned by H.P.B. in the text, and a
special Biographical and Bibliograph-
jeal Appendix pgiving succinct infor-
mation rcgarding the many scholars,
writers, and  historical  characters
whose writings she quotes from or
t which she refers.  An  analyti-
cal Tndex will give the correct sy
temic spelling of Sanskrit and other
technical terms according to p\‘l.s' nt-
day standards.

Succeeding volumes will include a
complete  and authentic  translation
into English of the several serial
staries which H.P.B. wrote in Rus-
sian, and which have never yet been
translated in their entirety into any
language.  English speaking students
of H.P.B. will be glad to have therein
translated for the first time into Eng-
lish her epoch-making French essays
on the origin of Christianity, whose
invaluable contents have remained so
far a terra incognita to most studen

i0
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It has been thought advisable to
start the American Fdition of H. P,
Blavatsky’s writings by  publishing
new material first, i, e., material here-
tofore unpublished in any collected
and consecutive form, leaving the
writings contained in the four vol-
umes published earlier by Rider & Co.,
ta be dealt with at a later date, when
they can be issued in a revised and
enlarged form, including new material
recently discovered.

volume witl  contain
therefore the writings of H. P. Bla-
vatsky for the year 1883, a very pro-
lific year in the literary output of
the great Theosophist. 1t will imbody
invaluable teachings concerning  the
Nebular Theory, the constitution of
the Sun, the origin of classical Civil-
jzations, the nature of the Monad,
the auric colors of varisus ethnic
groups, the date and yole in history
of Gautama the Buddha and of Sei
Sankaracharya, the transmigration of
Life-Atotis, the projection of  the
double, Mahatmas and  Chel etc.,
and will jnclude several outstanding
prophecies concerning the near future.

This -volume will also contain the
first complete and authentic transla-
tion of the original French text of

P. B

H. famous  controversy with
Mr. Tremeschini, full of valuable
inforination concerning such subjects

as the sonic power of ancient Sanskrit,
the after-death states of man and the
co-relation of Yugas.

The publication of the American
Edition of 11, Blavatsky’s Collect-
cd Writings at the beginning of 1950
is launched as a tribute to her memory
on the seventy-fifth anniversary of the
founding of ‘I'he Theosovhical So-
ciety in America. Tt the fervent
lope of the present writer that this
effort, which has had so much thought
and labor behind it, will be generous-
ly supported by all students of FLP.I.,
irrespective of  their urg’u\ltdtll)ll.l]
affiliation, for this literary project
needs their combined and  whole-
hearted backing and deserves their
morat and material help.
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“because neither the infants nor the idiots, being irrespon:

EXCERPTS FROM THE WRITINGS OF 1883

1L P. BLAVATSKY

[The passages reproduced below are selected from the articles of H. P.
Blavatsky contained in the forthcoming volume of her Collected Writings,
to be soon published by the Philosop search Socicty, Inc., of Los
Angeles, California. They provide a fair illustration of the variety and
depth of ovcult subjects which she treated of in her prolific Jiterary output
of this particular .

|"Translated from the originat French text of an article called “"I'heo-
saphie et Spiritisme,” published in the Bulletin Mensuel de la Societe
Scientifique d'ftudes Psychologiques, Paris, July 15, 1883.]

“.. .. It is therefore an error to say:

““According to the Tleosophists no one reincarnates on earth except
children who die young and congenital igiots, for the sentence heing incom-
plete, does not tell eversthing. The difference between the souls mentioned
above and those of people in general is that the former incarnate immediately,
ble for their actior
arc able to receive either reward or punislunmt Failures of naturc-—they
begin a new life immediately; while reincarnations in general take place after
mhm long periods pa: in the intermediate and invisible :phcm Su that

2 Spiritist-Theosophist tells an Occultist-"Lheosophist that he is a rein
nmiun of Louis XV, or that Mrs. X is a reincarnation of Joan of Are, the
Occultist would answer that according te his doctrine it is impossible, [t
is quite possible that lie might be a reincarnation of Sesostris or of Semis
ramis, but the time period thuat has passed since the death of Louis XV and
even of Joan of Arc is too short according to our caleulations, which are mathe-
matically correct.  Should we be thoroughly ostracised if we were to say that
the souls of idiots and extremely young children (dying before the age of per-
sle conscivustiess of pcnnmlny) are the exact parallels to those who are

d?  Can the of the infants and the idiots leave a greater
t an the monadic memory with which they have not been able to become
united, than these of the souls of marked animal tendencies whe have also,
though nat more than the former, failed to become assimilated thercin? [n
both cases the final result is the same. The sixth element or the spiritual Lo
whic] not had either the time or the possibility to unite with the lower
principles in the cases of the idiot and the infant, has had the time but not
the possibility to accomplish that union in the case of the totally depraved
person. - Now it is not that the “spiritual EGo is dissipated and ceases 1o
exist,” as :t secms to say, but really does nox, in Lragment No, I. This was |
i in The Th It would be ahmnl to say that
something which is immortal in its essence can be dissipated or cease to be.
The spiritual EGQ s dissoriated from the lower clements and following its
divine monad-—the seventh element, disappears in the case of the utterly vicious
man and ceases to exist for him, for the personal and physical man as well
as for the I man. As for the latter, once being depraved, whether it
belong to an idiot or to a Newton, if it has failed to grasp, or has lost the
Ariadne’s thread which must lead it through the labyrinth of matter into the
regions of eternal light—it must disappear.”




| Editor’s Note from The Theosophist, Vol. 1V, No. 12(48},
September, 1883, p. 325.]

“On the exoteric authority of Herodotus, and the esoteric authority of
the occult sciences we have shown in Isis that the Abyssinians (though a mixed
race at present) and the Kgyptians were what Herodotus calls the ‘Eastern
Ethiopians’ who had come from Southern India and colonized Lgypt and
patt of Africi—most of them having inhabited Lanka, not the present Ceylon;
but when it was yet part and parcel of the Indian continent and many more
islands like Ceylon extendcd South and formed part of the Aryan’s Lanka
of the Ramagana. And though the Egyptians did not belong to the fourth
race, yet they were Atlanteans whose islands perished stilt earlier than
Poscidanis.”

| From an article entitled “Projection of the Double,” The Thevsophist,
Vol. V, No. 1(49), October, 1883, pp. 1-2.]

.. .. The existence of the Mahatmas, their power to travel in the inner

or astral body at will, to preserve full command of all their intelligenez, and

to condense their ‘phantom’ form into visibility or dissolve it into invisibility

ar their own pleasure, are now facts too well established to permit us to regard

an open question.

“Ohbjectors to the ahove propositions are found anly among the inexperi-
rmr‘d as objectors to cvery other new thing have been. There must he a
particular moment in every case when doubt and-disbelief vanish, to give place
o know[cdgc and certainty,  Few, comparatively, of any generation have
ever ar in the mature of things could ever see the splendid phenomenan of a
Mahatma's astral apparition; for merely the magneto-psychic law of attraction
and repulsion keeps Adepts and the reeking stew of social corruption far apart.
Sometimes, under very favorable conditions they may approach an individual
devoted to oceult research, but this happens varely; for even he, pure though
he be, is wallowing in the world'’s corrupt akasae or magnetic aura and con-
taminated by it. To his inner self it is as stifling and deadly as the heavy
vapour of carbonic oxide to his physical longs. And, remember, it is by thy
inner, not the outer, self that we come into relations with Adepts and their
advanced Chelas.  One would not expect te hold improving conversation
with a besotted inebriate, lying in a srate of swine-like stupefaction afrer a
debauch; yet it is quite as impracticable for the spmt ized Muhatma to
exchange thoughts with a man of society, living daily in a state of psypchic
iutoxication among the magnetic fumes of its carnality, materialism, and
spiritual atrophy.”

[Editor’s Footnote from The Theosophist, Vol. V, No. 3(51}, December,
1883, p.

“We are forced to reply to our venerable friend that if the Theists claim
to go “further,’ the ‘I'heosophists (of that school, at any rate, to which the
writer belongs) claim to go deeper.  Rejecting 1Il Externals as truz guides,
they accept but the [wternal. the invisible, the never tw be described by any
adjective or human qualification.  And going deeper they reject the idea of
‘the soul of the soul’—anima: from which the word animal is derived.  For
us there is no over-soul or under-soul; but enly ONe—substwnce: the last word
heing used in the sense Spinuza attached to it; calling it the ONE Fxistence,
we cannot limit its significance and dwarf it to the qu'lliﬁc;ninn ‘over’; but
we app]' it to the universal, ubiquitous Presence, rejecting the word ‘Being,’
and replacing it with “A4it-Being” Our Deity as the ‘Goil' of Spinoza and
of the true Adwaitees—neither thinks, nor creates, for it is AH-thought and
All-creation, We say with Spinoza—who repeated in another key but what
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the Esoteric <Immnc of the Upm s
Fhought is invisible Exteasion.” F )
a Unimy in which all other units in their infinite variety merge and from
which they are indistinguishable—except in the prism of theistic Maye. “Fhe
individual drops of the curling wave of the universal Ocean have no independ-
ent existence, [n short, while the Theist proclaims his Ged a gigantic uni-
versal Burne, the Theosophist declares with Heraclitus, as quoted by a modern
author, that the Ong Absolute is not ch;,vlmt becoming: the ever- de\(hmr
ing, udu evolution, the Perpetual Motion of Nature visible a invisible—
maoving, and breathing even during its long Pralayic Sleep.”

| Editor’s Note from The Theosophist, Vol. V, No. 3(51), Dec., 1883, p. 100]

“We have much heard of, but little believed in, ‘gifts of miracles.” \We
may go further and say at once that we deny most emphati the possibility
of producing ‘miracles,” yet we believe as firmly in the possession by great
Sadhus and Initiates of the power of stopping or rather of delaying and mag-
netically paralyzing the rain cloud. We say that the facts of the story given
are possible, though by no means probable. Sadhus who possess such power
are not usually grikasthas, passing their lives in small villages; and certainly
it requires more than three hours a day of ‘constant concentration’ to produce
such a phenomenon, however much it may be based on the knowledge of matural
law

[From “Historical Difficulty —Why?* The Theosophist, Vol. V, No.
(49), October, 1883, p, 4.]

“The ‘Adept’ therefore, has little, if anything, to do with difficulties pre-
sented by Western History,  To his knowledge-—based on documentary records
from which, as said, hypothesis is excluded, and as regards which even psy-
chology is called to play a very secondary part—the history of his and other
nations extends immeasurably beyond that hardly discernible point that stands
on the far-away horizon of the Western world as a land-mark of the com-
mencement of iz history.  Records made throughout a series of ages
based on astronomical chronology and zodiacal calculations cannot err. . . ."

[ From “Leaflets from Esoteric History,” Ibid., p. 10.]

“I'he ‘Adept’ is more than content to be dlln\\(_d to remain silent,
kcepmg wlm he may know to himself, unless worthy seekers wish to
share it. He has done so for ages, and can do so for a little while longer.
Morcover, he would rather not ‘arrest attention’ or ‘command respect’ at
present. ‘Thus he teaves his audience to first verify his statements in every ecase
by the brilliant though rather wavering light of modern science: after which
his facts may be cither accepted or rejected, at the option of the willing student.
1n short, the ‘Adept’—if one indeed—has to remain utterly unconcerned with,
and unmoved by, the issue. He lmmrts that which it is lawful for him to
give out, and deals but with Jacts,

| From “Sakya Muni's Place in History,” The Theosophist, Vol. V, Na.
2(50), November, 1883, p. 43.]

. We are at the end of a cycle—geological and other—and at the
beginning of another.  Cataclysm is to follow cataclysm.  The pent-up forces
are bursting out in maay quarters; and vot only will men be swallowed up
or slajn by thousands, ‘new’ land appear and ‘old’” subside, voleanic eruptions
and tidal waves appal; but secrets of an unsuspected Past will be uncovered
to the dismay of Western theorists, and the humiliation of an hmperious science.
‘T'his drifting ship, if watched may be seen to ground upon upheaved vestiges
of ancient civilizations, and fall to pieces. We are not emulous of the prophet's
honours: but still, let this stand as a prophecy.”




A TALK TO MEMBERS

C. JINARAJADASA

[ Excerpts from an addres
(Adyar) given at the Ameri
1949,

hy the

.. To speak very frankly—and T
have experience of your Section
and off during forty-five years, sa
there is nat much 1 do not know
about the American Section, and some
of it T wish 1 did not know—in many
lodges a new member has a whole
avalanche of Occultism untoaded upon
him.  Some theosophical leaders are
v keen about the occult aspects, their
belief in the Masters, their belief in
the angels and all kinds of revelations,
they unload all their dogma, as if the
new member should receive it all with
welcome,  Particularly  with  regard
to the idea of the Masters, they take
for granted that anyone who comes
in should accept this idea with grear
warmth and delight

I will give an instance of what is
taking place now. The Suciety is in
no way committed to the idea that
the Masters exist.  Historically there
is enough material for you to prove
to yourself that certain remarkable
Beings were involved in the organiza-
tion of the Society. Now, it was the
custom during many vears when Dr.
Besant was the President, at the open-
ing of Conventions for her to make
the following invocation:

“AMay ‘These who are the embodi-
ment of Love Immortal bless with
“I'heir protection the Saciety estah-
tished to do Their Will on easth;
mway They ever guard it by Their
Power, inspire it with Their Wis-
dom, and energize it with Their
Activity.”

You may say, then, that Dr. Besant
in every Convention committed the
Society to a belief in the existence of
the Masters. But she has said, again
and again, that there is no obligation
on anyone to believe. TFqually, if one

n Convention hetd ar Wheaton,
Reprinted from T'he American Theosuiphist, August,

President of The Theosophical Sacicty
1L, June 28,
1049.]

believes, no ane else has a right to
say that he must not helieve.  Peaple
are free within the Society to believe
or not to believe. But 1 do grant
you that upon a public occasion, like
a Theosophical Convention, to read
an invocation of this kind, addressed
to Those who founded the Sucicty
may scem to commit the Society to
a hellef in Their Existence.  Follow-
ing that tradition, since became
President, 1 have used that invocation
and | ask the members to rise. 1o
India I suppose clghry percent of the
members present in Convention have
a firm faith in the existence of the
Moasters, and 1 have werely held up
the tradition, Perhaps 1 ought not to.

But T find that liere and there in
vour lndges in this country, you arc
asking that all repeat that invocation,
so that the newest member who has
joined the Society has to say, “May
those, ete.” 1 suppase le does so;
it is expected of him,  But you are
committing him to a belief in che
Masters, and you have no right fo
k anghody to have any kind of belief
in the Society’s ideas, except that of
Universal Brotherhood.

Here T have to draw atfention to
the fact that we must take the great-
est care not in any way to manufac-
ture a creed.  In the year 1900 Dr.
Besant received a very striking letter
fram the Adept Koot-Hoomi. We
must remember that FLP.B. had died
nine years befare, so it could not have
been any kind of “hocus-pocus” oo
the part of H.P.R. "The Master says
in that letter, which with e in
Adyar: "The T8, and its members
are slowly mumidcmnn;, a creed.”
They ccrhunly were manufacturing a
creed in Benares headquarters then,
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particularly distressing for it insisted
that unless one believed in the Mas-
ters and accepted certain people as
their agents, he or she could not be a
good ‘Theosophist.  That is not so,
1 know many dozens of good Theoso-
plists, good warkers for the Theo-
sopliical cause, who do not feel that
they can believe in the existence of
the Masters.  Yet in spite of all that,
they are good “Theosophists,

What is important is that a mem-
ber should accept the ideal of Uni-
Brotherhood, with a general
spirit  of  theosophical  propaganda,
which is to eliminate all kinds of
difficulties as berween the nations, the
religions and cultures.  So long as he
works for rhat, he is a good Theoso-
phist, and he may leave to another life
the belicf in the Masters

Sometimes, frankly, rlurc is a kind
of  fanaticism  which  characterizes
some ]heump}u:t They think you
must believe in the Masters, other-
wise there is no salvation for you. , ..
we have to be on our guard against
excessive enthusiasm, . Enthusiasm is
marvellous, but when it turns to
fanaticism, then it is most d,mngm;
to the Theosophical movement, It is
very easy for people to get 'hc attitude
of “holier than thou. . . .

Sometimes, as you know, life is
very dificult with the other partner
in the home. It may be a husband
or it may be a wife wha shows a
definite  hostility  toward the theo-
sophical ideas. "Fhey feel a certain
sense of resentment that you are not
concentrating all your interest in him
or her.  But you cannot do so, for
you have certain, shall 1 say, duties
to your own spiritual self as an indi-
vidual.  Everything  depends, how-
ever, upon your meeting hostility, not
with lwstility, but with patience.

It is part of our training that we
should grow almost infinitely in pa-
tience, and in the case of hostility in
the home, it is best to reatize that the
situation is our karma; to realize, also,
that the karma has been so arranged
that we shall grow in certain capa-
cities, particularly in  capacities of

patience and, it may be, of under-
standing.  On the other hand, you
cannot give up your loyalty to your
own soul's creed.  Put up with the
difficulty, shall 1 say, but when you
are about to crack, then throw him
or her off, for you cannot be made a
slave to somebody else’s ideas. A time
comes when you mut make a stand.
But we need not make little stands all
the time. You have to be prepared
for you must be loyal to your own
convictions. 1t may be that when
you are, your spousc throws you out,
and you are left alone to fight your
battle of life. “Fhen you must battle
—it is a part of the training. Thank
God for your freedom, which you
have at last achieved. . . .

The study of "Uheosophy is abso-
tutely inseparable from action, service-
able action for others. Fhe study
of these deep truths, alone, would
lead you enly part of the way. ‘That
is \\||\ it is most” helpful that vou
join a lodge where there is a study
class. And every lodge should have
a study class.  Why is it helpful ta
study with ethers? le is very much
like what happens when flint is struck
with steel.  Both are black objects,
nothing inspiring about the steel or
the flint, but as ther strike, a spark
of light shines our, Similarly, as you
are studying rogether, from the inter
change of thought suddenly there is
born some new thought, some new
implication, as to a possible solution
to yvour problem. ‘That is why in
mecting together in  friendship with
an earnest spirit of truth, seeking
Trath, you will be helping cach
other. . . .

Also, I would say to the lodue
leaders: Do not take for granted that
because you are a lodge leader, the
Masters have selected you as a channel
to pour Their wisdom through you.
Lt is nothing of the kind. You are
merely there as a lodge leader, one
who works out the schemes of study,
but you are not tu impose what you
believe is the explanation.  Your
privilege is to call out from the others




what they think is the explanation. ber that the heart, that is, the purified
Pool all the knowledge together, and  cmotions, contacts the nature of the
when it comes to certain questions Buddhi, and that is a higher rq,um
which you cannot solve, leave them than that of the mind. As that is
and say, “Let us pass an to \nmetlunl., lhc case 30u must_supplement your
clie that is casier o i nowledge and appre
Study well, but remember also the tion wich tlyc feeling of the heart
eagerness to slmre € was welt said  also.  Sometimes  after _you have
by Blake, *“The ern contains, the Studied mentally some difficult prob-
fountain overflows.””  You must be a  lem, it is the leart that will explain :
fountain, not a cistern keeping the o you the inner significance that is
knawledge to yours Your whele behind the problem.
aim should be to be like a fountain, I shall always remember the de-
so that whatever yon lhave gained of scription of "Theosophy given by a
inspiration overflows to others. . . . member in Brazil. He was a man
The understanding - of Theosophy of no education, a tailor in a small
is nat merely a matter of the head. way. But he was always talking
1t is a matter of the heart also. Most  about theosophicat idens. One day
of our theosophical todge groups and him, “What is this
lodge study classes are charged with, And his answer was
shall 1 say, & mental atmosphere, and  to touch his hcart and say, “It is this
the heart quality, if you have it, will exquisite thing that is in my heart.”
almast get dricd up. Now, remem- Now, that is Theosophy. . . .
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A THOUGHT TO REMEMBER

The attempt, therefore, which is new being made is not to carey ot
1he vain and profitless task of finding a short cut lo Brahmg Vidyn. since 1his is
an inpossibility, bul Lo revive onve more its knowledge, and 1hus o stimulale a
true aspivant to adapl his life and thoughts to that standard which will beiter him
. and lead him gradually to such ways as run their courses Lo the Divine Wisdom,
Tt will thos he seen that the Theosophical Society promises no Teachers. no ]
Gurus, to lake every member, upon joining, under Ueir special charge .. . No |

doubt there are individual members who have heen fortunale enough to he
accepled as Chedas, but their acceplance was due uot (o the fact of their heing
Fellows, bul because they had been living the life and have voluntarily passed
through the training and lests, enjoined upon aspivants for oceult knowledge of
every age and nalionality. Lo their case the Theosophical Society was only
means of giving them the conviction of their intuilive beliefls. and thus ur,
them 1o follow the promplings of their inner consciousness . . . what the Soricty
expects from all its Branches and individual members. is co-operation and help

in ils grand task of uniting the East and the West, Noith and 1he Soutly, in a
Scientific Bratherhood armed against dissension and cousequent faiture by the
principle of wutual Toleralion and mutual Lnleliectual Sympathy. 1tis an wnthink-— §
able proposition that any man wilth average intelligence cannot contribute his = ©
uola lowards the realization of this noble scheme. 1§ each man were hut 10 do
his duty 1o search, to investigale, Lo study, lo digest, and join with his fellow-
en, actuated hy the same noble aspiralious, in giving lo mankind the henefits of
their labour, the day would not be very fur off when lle Masters of Oveultism
might find the necessary conditions to enable them 1o once more live in e world

as openfy and freely as did their predecessors of times lowg, long gone by, and
vive 1o such a prepared people the benehits of Tirrin knowledge., Until that hlexsed
day comes, a duty is belore us: we have Lo hasten its approach. ..

—Damodar K. Mavalankar, The Theasophist, Vol. V, Suppl., January, 1684,



THE TURN OF
BORIS de
Nineteen hundred and fifty — the

has

turaing point ol our
now been reached.

century

Fifty of the most hewildering years
which have wilne: the most con-
fusing and contradictary events: 1wo
World Wars fonglt for purposes and
objectives which would be dillicull 1o
define, and with weapons and means
which no other civilization, except the
“Christian.” has ever employed; un-
helievable advance in the scientific
knowledge of the structure of nalure
and Lhe operation of valural law, m
used by clignes of political adventurers
to purposes of wholesale slanghter and
desiruction; final and icrefutable scien-
lific proofs regarding the mnity of all
life, the solidarily of mankind, and the
inter-relatedness of alf that is, from the
dlectron to the stars; and yet a period
in which there has heen, and siill is,
the most blatant denial of brotherhood,
of fralernily, of unification, and the
most revolling distegard for juslice,
fair-play, decency and Jnmanhood; the
greatest. accumulation of scientific data
ever known 1o mankind, and the great-
est degradation of all sense of ethics
and morality; a world in which riches,
resources and ireasures of nalnre have
been shown 1o exist, which would he
sullicient to Dring about the grandest
wype of civilization and well-heing for
all; vet a world in which 1wo-thirds of
mankind subsist or a slarvation diet,
where hall of the world’s population is
i perpetual bloody confiict, and in
which most human Dbeinas remain in a
state of Trustration, insecurity and ig-
noranve “from the cradle (o the grave.”

This monstrous anachronism —- the
product of centurics during  which
cruelly, violence, cunning and selfish-
ness prevailed over the nobler side of
human nature — is nevertheless a logi-
eai karmic necessily, however nnpalat-
able a picture it may offer. Tt is not
difirent from whal might have heen
expecled by any serious sindent of

THE CENTUKY
ZIRKOFF

life, especially one wlo has dipped
somewhal into the workings of karmic
Taw and the subject of cycles.

The turn of this momentous century
finds the modern Theosophi Tove-
went as divided as it has been for many
years past — perhaps a litlle more so
than hefore — wilh all parlies announc-
ing to the world ai large their own un-
changeable platforms, their loyal ad-
herence to the first principles of the
Movemenl, their uniqueness ol pur-
pose, their universality of objectives.
and their immovable conviction of
being the one and only sironghold of
geniine Theosophy.

In a few rare instances of sudden
mental aberration, as if unaware of this
tittle indiscretion, certain individuals
and possibly small groups of students
play a few risky rounds in the game of
[ralernization, taking precaution to ex-

_plain this sirange hehavior in terms

least prejudicial to their future repu-
tation in the Sod u'ly to which they be-
fong. Brotherhood is a rather sirong
potion, and should nol be 1o olien
nartaken of even in the Theosaphical
Movement let it he discovered Lo be
habit-forming.

In this paradoxical age, the present
state of the Theosophical Movement
remains as paradoxical as it has heen
for some time, considering that its
main plank is one of Universal Brother-
hood, and its most outsianding feature

one of iniernal divisiops, personal
jealousics, political pressircs, and oc-
casional open splits, in which all the

dis-

venoin_of pent-up emolions
chareed cither by means of printed
word or secret machinalions.

Tn these days of prophetic statements
we hear again aboul lhe remarkahle
fiure — Leacher, leader, messenger.
whal not — who is supposed to appear
on Lhe stage of history and give Lo the
world, as well as lo the Theosophical
Movement as such. another areat im-
petus towards occult knowledge in Lhe




last quarter of our vitriolie century, 1
would e interesting to learn just
exuctly what do these prophets mean
by what they say.

1t is rather difficult to picture such
an exalted personage appearing within
the ranks of the organized Theosophi-
cal Societies. 1f he did, he would be
prompty run out of the ranks, as being
different [rom the accepted norm, Loo
progressive in thonghl, and therefore
completely unwelcome. If he were to
appear ontside the ranks of the Theo-
sophical Organizations, he would be of
course considered in the light of an
opponent, and his work woald be ce-
garded as an interference wilh the
rightful priviliges of those in the sad-
dle al that particular 1ime. And if he
were (0 turn dp i some organization
or movement different from the Theo-
sophical one, he would forthwith be
declared as a [ake and an adherent of
a psegdo-oceult society, usurping the
rights of the only channel for truth
in our age. No mater which way you
look upon this situation, it holds in
jtsell the seeds of a mighty conllict
which. after all. may be in perfect keep-
ing with the cenlury as a whole!

We believe that in every one of the
exisling Theosophical Organizations
there are many students “who have
strieily adhered to the original prin-
ciples of the Movement. as promulgated
by the Adepts and M. P. Blavatsky. We
helieve that these students, who have
iot been swayed by any personal cur-
rents, and have remained free of the
psyehic defusions which have become
=0 prevalent in cerlain portions of the
Movemenl. can and will serve as a
nucleus of light. and a center of truth,
il and when the lime romes for another
spirilual impulse 1o lake place towards
the close of our century. It would be a
wonderfud thing indeed il these stu-
dents were known 1o each other the
world over. were in touch with each
ollier even now. and rould build a
slrong, dynamic. vital network of spirit-
ual brotherhood and sofidarity, with a
view 10 Uhe falure. Whoever may turn
up as an agent of \he Ocenlt Brother-

hood in due conrse of lime, would find
in this nucleus a sounding board, a
channel for work, and a shield agains
the poisoned arrows which are bound
to dly from various quarters al the
slightesl provocation.

The characleristics of such a nucleus,
and of every individual composing it,
should T primarity these: a thoraugh
knowledge of the basic teachings and
principles of the Trans-Himalayan so-
leric. Wisdom. as presenled 1o pur
madern age by B, and her own
Teachers; and a pravtical application
of these Leachings, in their all-import-
am ethical aspect. o their daily life,
whether in oveull work or tHwir avoca.
tions. No mere intellectual acquaint-
anre with 1he leachings can be of much
avail, becanse it deprives 1he student of
a vital touch with the suffering heart
of Tis fellow human beings. No mere
sentimenlal agreement with noble
ethical teachings will suflice either, as
ethics must be Dbased upon a correct
understanding of lhe forces and
agencies al work iy the Universe, and
this implies sindy of the techuical
teachings of the Ancient Wisdom, Only
the two aspects, combined inlo one
paltern, can provide those foundations
o spiritual “securify upon which 1o
erect & nobler edilice in the fatare
than what we have seen and lived
through in the present centory.

We are reminded again of the follow -
ing words by Dr. G. de Purucker whiclt
deserve today cven grealer allention
than when they were uttered:

“. .. those portions of the uni-
versal T heasophical Movement which
live not only for teaching the mere
letter of the Theasophical doctrines.
but which live likewise Fo- snreacives
its true spirit . . . will live on into
the future, and will do the work
whieh our Masters lounded the Theo-
soplical Sociaty to do.

“On the other hand. those who
wander from what we call the an-

enl, the archaic, the sublime, tra-
dition of the old Teachers - what
may 1 say of them? Are there Sad-
ducces and Pharisees in the modern

;
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Fheosophival Movement, i, those
whe are so persuaded of their own
impeceable virtue and of their
right Lo teach Theosophy that they
think that all others who do not
agree with them are woworthy ex-
ponents of the Ancient Wisdom-
Teaching? 10 there are such in the
‘Theosophical Mavement, then indeed
[ Tear that they are possessed of the
same spiril of sectarianism that char-
a zed the Sadducees and Phari-
sees of Juden.

“Tlhe Theosophical Movement
above everylling clse should he
plastic, flexille, and its exponents
should always be open to the re-
ception of new 1ruth, and . .. should
aveid self-righteousness, ignorance
and secta onceil, and the emply
formalisms arising in religious or
plulmnphual selfsatisfartion

he spirit of mth among us Theo-
~u|A|||sls shows itsell above every-
thing else by a fervid sympathy for
the souls of men, wherclrom arises
generosily lowards others,

sole

“The Theosophical Movement ...
is the vehicle for the conveying unlo
the world, unto men, of the leaching
ol this ancient God-Wisdom concert-

ihe  Giverse
laws, ils struclure, ils principles, ils
elements, and the muliiindinons ar-
mies of heings whicl inhabit the
Universe on all its varions plancs,
visible and invisible . . . the work of
the Theosophical Society . . .
give to men a greal and new spizitual
hope, 1o reawaken and to forlify
their spiritual intnitions, to feed and
sustain  theie intellectial facultie
and 1o show them the sale way oul
of the modern morass of hojicles
ness and despair; and. finally, so to
change their intellectual and psychi-
fiber, i.e., the characier ol them,
that by giving them a vew vision ...
which means a new way of living.
they may be saved from
calastrophe; and our <
thereby may pass that exi
dangerons  turning - point 1ow
i hing with an
||n|| uf

(Vi3 md of the Spirit. pp. :

Cunvenoang

seed.”

The turning point of the Lventicth
venlury is here. With our back 1o the
horrors of the past, with Lrust in our
learls, and hope ||n(|y|ug we turn to
the future and face the rising Sun.
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FROM MADAME H. P, BLAVATSKY ,
T0 HER CORRESPONDENTS

AN OPEN LETTER SUCH AS FEW CAN WRITE

FEscernts from une of the w.].m autieles weitin by H. 1. Blusatsky  the begiming
! reer. It was publi « the Spiritual Scientise. Boston. Vol.
se..ne.m.-r JA75: pp. 2557, wnder the abave ttle shich st base. heen \.w.-u..l

by the. Editor of the journal. This Editer was Eibridge Gerry RBrown. a pro

youns man whoy according to, Col. 11 Olcott, “has been tnken
the pawers hehind H.B.B> Tnstron by Master Se

Braun w10 bo holped both fnancially and by articlos lor ks joarmal. The laitor ;

unctioned for u il asthe pran of HLE.J. atemyt 1o eform Amesican Spiritaal-

iem, by awakening it to the need of a Brown did

ot Tive up 1o expectations and the shole eMort collapsed in 1870, - Ediror.]

. Unless one is prepared 1o devote to il his whole life, the superficial
kno\\'ledge of Occult Sciences will lead him surely Lo become the largel for
millions ol ignorant scoffers to aim their blunderbusses, loaded will ridicule
and chafl, against. Besides this, it is in more than onc way dangerous 1o seles
this science as a mere pastime. One must bear forever in mind the lpressive
fahle of Oedipus, and beware of lhe same rousequences. Oedipus mnriddled
Tl one-hall of the enigma offered him by the Sphinx, and caused its death; the
other half of the myslery avenged the death of the symbolic monsier, and forced
the King of Thebes to prefer blindness and exile in his despair. rather than
face what he did not feel himsell pure enough Lo encounter. He wriddled the
man, the form, and had forgolten God — the idea.

IT & man would follow in the steps of lermetic Philosophers, he must
prepare himsell belorehand for mattyrdom. He must give up personal pride
and all selfish purposes, and be ready for everlasting encounters witl [riends
and Toes. He must part, once for all, with every remembrance of his earlier ideas,
on all and on everything. Existing religions, knowledge, science must rebecome

a blank ook for him, as in the days of his babyhood, for il he wants te succeed '
he must learn 2 new alphabet on the lap of Mother Nature, every letter of ,
which will afford a new insight to him, every syllable and word an unexpected ‘
revelation. The lwo litherlo irreconcilable loes, science and thealogy -— 1he .’

Montecchi and Capulelti of the nineteenth century — will ally Lhemselves with
the jgnorant masses . against the modern Occullist. Tf we have outgrown the age
of stakes, we are in the heyday, per contra, ol slander, the venom ol the press,
and all these mephitic venticelli of calumny, so vividly expressed by the immortal
Don Basilio. To science, it will be the duty. arid and sterile as a matter of course
- of the Cabalist to prove that from the beginning of time there was hat one
positive science -— Occultism; thal il was the mystevious lever of all intellectual
forces, the Tree of l\u«m[edge of good and evil of the Allegorical Paradise. from
whose gigantic trunk sprang in every direction houghs. branclies and twigs, the |
former shooting forth straight enough sl first, the latter, devialing with every
inch of growth, assuming more and more fantastical appearances, till al last one
after the other. lost its vilal juice, gol delormed, and, drying up. finally broke
off. scaltering the ground alar with heaps of rubbish. To tieology. the Oeenltist
of the future will have to demonstrate, that the Gods of the mythologies, the
Flohim of 1srael as well as the religious, and theological mysteries of Christianily
to hegin with Lhe Trinity, sprang from the sanctuaries of Memphis and Thebes;
that their mother Fve is but the spiritualized Psyche of old, both of them pay
a like penalty for their curiosity, descending 1o Hades or Hell. the lalier to

Lring back Lo carth the famous Pandora’s box — the lormer, 1o search onl and
crush the head of the serpent — symbol of lime and evil; the crime of both



expiated by the Pagan Promethens and the Christisn Lucifer; the lst, delivered
by Hercules — the second conqquered by the Saviour,

Furtlermore, Uhe Ocenltist will have to prove to the Christian theology,
publicly, what many of its priesthood are well aware of in secrel - - namely,
that 1heir God on eavth was a Cahalist, the meek representative of a tremendous
Power, which if misapplied, mighy shake 1he world to its Toundations; and thal,
of all their evangelical symhols, there is nol one bul can he traced up Lo its parent
fount. For instance, leir incarnated Verbum or Logos was worshipped at his
birth by the three Mugi, led on by the star, and received [rom them the gold,
the frankincense and myreh, the whole of which is simply an excerpt from the

Cabala our modern Uheologians despise, and the represcitalion of anolher and
still more mystecions “Ternary” embodying allegorically in its emblems, the
highest secrets of the Cabala.

A dlergy, whose main ohject ever has heen to make of their Divine Cros
allows of Truth, and Freedom, could nol do otherwise Uan try and buvy
in oblivion the origin of thal same crass, which, in the most primitive symbols
of the Egypians’ magie, represents the key to Heaven. Their anathemas are
powerless in our days, the mullitude is wiser; bul the greatest danger awaits
us just i the lalter divection, il we do not succced in making the masses remain
at least weutral — til} they come to know lu.ner — in this h.nhunmup conflict
between Trath, %uper:.mmn and Presumption; or, to express it in other terms,
Ueenlt Spiritualism, Theology and Science. We lmve to fear neither the miniature
thunderbolis of the clergy, ner the unwarranted negations of Science, Bt Public
Opinion, tlis invisible, imangible, omnipresent, despolic lyrant; this thousand-
headed lydra — the more dangerous for being composed of individaal me-
diocritics — is nal an enemy to be scorned by any would-be Occultist, vonrageous
as he may be. Many of the far mare innocent Spivitualists have left their sheep-
skins in the clulches of this ever-hungry, roaring lion — for he is the most
dangerous of onr thiree dlasses of enemies. What will be the fate in such a ¢
of an unfortunate Oceultist, il he once succeeds in demensiraling the close
relalionship existing between the two? The masses of people, though they du
ot generally appreciate 1he science of truth, or have real knowledge, on the
other land are unerringly directed by mere instinct; they have intuilionally
if 1 may be allowed 1o express mysell — the sense of what is formidable in its
penuine strength. Peaple will never conspire except against real Power. In their
blind ignorance, the Mysteries and the Unknown have been, and ever will he,
objects of L ror for them. Civitization may progress, human nalure will vemain
the same throughout all ages. Oceultists, beware!

Let it he undersiood, then, that | address myself but Lo the Lruly courageous
and persevering. Besides the danger expressed above, the dilliculties 10 hecoming
a praclic 2al “Hllllhl in this country, are next Lo insurmountable. Barrier upon
barrier, obstacles in every form and shape will present themselves 1o 1he student;
for the Keys of the Golden Gate leading to the Infinile Truth, lie buried deep,
and the gate itsell s enclosed in a mist which clears up anly before the ardent
rays of imphicit Faith. Faith alone, one grain of which as large as a mustard-seed.
according 10 the words of Chrisi, can l\[l a mountain, is able 10 find out how
simple beeomes the Cabala 1o the initiale, once he has succeeded in conguering
the first abstruse difficuliies. The dogma of it is logical, easy and absolate. The
necessary union of ideas and signs; the trinity ol words, letters, numbers and
theorems; the r«hgmn of it can be compressed into a (ew words: “It is the
Infinite condensed in the hand of an infant,” says Eliphas Lévi. Ten ciphers,

Ihe Ternarias or Ternary, the symbal of berfection in antiquity, and the Star, the Cabalisiie
sign of the Microcosm.

;
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lers, one Uriangle, a square and a circle. Such are the elenents
of the Cabala, from whose mysterious hosom sprang all the religions of the
pusi_and present; which endowed all the Free Masouic associations with their
symbols and secrets, which alone can reconcile human reason with God and
Faith. Power with Freedom. Science with Mystery, and which has alone the
kevs of the present, past and luture.

The first dilliculty for the aspirant lies in the atter impossibility of his
comprehending, as | said hefore, the meaning of the hest hooks written by
Hermetic Philosophers. The Talter, who mainly lived in the medivval a
prompted on the one hand by llmr duty towards their hrethren, and hy their
desire to impart to them and their successors only, the glorious truth aml on
the other very nalnrally desitous 1o avoid the cluteles of Uie Blovd-thirsty
Christian Tngnisition, enveloped (hemselves more than ever in mystery. They
invenled new signs and hieroglyphs, renovated the ancieny symboli al langnage
of the Tixh priests of wtiquity, who had used it as a sacred barrier between
theie huly rites and the ignorance of the profane, and crealed a verilahle
Cabalistic slang. This latter, which continually blinded the false neophyte, at-
Uacted towards the science only by his greediness for wealth and power which
he would have surely misused weve he lo svceed, is u living, cloguent. clear
language; but it is and can become such, onty Lo the true disciple of Hernes.

22 alphabetical

s,

But were it even otherwise. and could books on Ocenllisin, wrillen in a
plain and precise language. e obtained. in order o get inilialed in the Cabila,
it would nol be sullicient to understand and medilale on certain aulhors.
Galatinus and Pico de la Mirandota. Paracelsus and Robertus de Fluctibus do
uot furnisl one with the key to the practical mysterics. They simply state
whal can be done and why it is done; but they do nol 1el) one hotw t di it More
than one philosopher who has by hearl the whole of the Hermetic Tileraiure
and who has devoted to the study of it upwards of thirly or forly years of his
tife. fails when he belicves he iz ahout reaching the final great result.

To fervent and persevering candidutes for e above seienve, | have
to offer but one word of advice. “Trv and hecome.” One single journey to e
Orient. made in the proper spirit. and the possible emergencies arising from ihe
meeting of what may seem no more than the chanee aquaintances and adventures
of any traveller. may quite as likely as not throw wide open to the zealous
stucdent. the heretofore closed doors of the final mysteries. | will go farther and
say that such a journey. performed with the omnipresent idea of the one obi
and wilh the help of a fervent will is sure to produce more rapid. beller, and far
more practical results, than the most diligent study of Occeultism in books -
even though one were Lo devote to il dozens of years. In the name of Truth,

Yours,
1. P Bravarsky
e

“Fverv siluation ought to be used as a means. This is beller than philosophy,
for il enables us to know philosapliy. You do nol progress by studying other
people’s philosophies. for then you do hut get theiv crude ideas. Do nol crowd
voursell. nor ache to puzzle your brains with another’s notions. You have the
key 1o self and that is al); take it and drag out the lurker inside. You ave preal

in genervosity and love. steoug in faith, and stvaiglt in perceprion. Genecosity
and love are the abandonment of self. That is your stafl, I-n rease vour confilence.
wol in your abilities. but in llu- greal All heing thysell.” - W, Q. Judge in Jee-

ters That Have elped Me, 1, G3-61.
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LUCIFER = A WORLD IN FRAGMENTS
ARTHUR LOUES JOQUFL, 11

“Between Jupiter and Mars there
should be a planel.,” wrote Johaunes
Kepler. in his Mysterium  Cosmo-
graphicam, published in 1596, The
[amed astronomer-astrologer, working
oul a syslem ol assigning numerical
relations between the plauets and the
vegular solids of geometry, found thal
the distance beiween these two hodies
was anuch loo greal lo bhe acconnted
for in any other manner. But since the
lelescopes o Kepler's time were not
powerfnl_enough' 1o discover such a
new  world, he made a nole of lus
thonght. and proceeded to olher
problems.

The matler seems Lo have heen lor-
gollen until almost two hundred years
later, when whal i3 now known as the
Titns-Bode Law of Planetary Distances
was_amnounced. While this system of
mathemalical progression satisfaclorily
agreed will Uie position of all the then
known planets. the distance of 2.8
astronomical units from 1he Sune—-
midway between Mars and Jupiter
was hlank,

When ihe discovery of Uranus in
781 wus found 1o fit perfectly ino a
furlher extension of the Titus-Bode
Lable, a group of twenly-four astrono-
niees et in 1800 and made plans for a
thorough ftelescopie search of the
zodiac in an effort o find the missing
planel. But the discovery was
made independently before the plane
tary detectives had hardly begun their
search.

On the nieht of January 1. 1801. a
monk named Ginseppe Piazzi. of Pa-
lermo, was checkine a misprint in a
recently ||u||||~z||ex| slar catalogue.
While enmaged in this work. he ol
served what aopeared to he a small
comet withont a tail. which slowlv
changed position among the fixed s,
He made ohservations of this ohiect for
several nishts. ond Uhen forwasled his
notes 1n Karl Friedvich Gauss. who
was 10 hecome known as the “Prince
of Mathemativians,

The caleulalions of Gau
showed that the ohject was not a comel.
bul a new planel, tocated al 2.77 astro-
nomical units from the Sun, or at al-
most exactly the distance where the
Titus-Bode Law indicated that there
should be a planet. Piazzi named the
new body Ceres, and it was found
have a diameter of about 480 miles.
and Lo circle the Sun in approximately
four and one-hall years.

soon

The nature of { had scarcely
been determined when a second dis-
covery of (lis Lype was announced by
Heinrich Olhers, a Bremen phy
This second asteroid, or plancioid. as
these bodies should more properly be
called, was found on March 28. 1802,
at an almost identical distance from
the Sun as Ceres. It was named Pallas.
and its diameler was determined at
300 miles.

This created a diflicully, for only one
body was supposed 1o be Tocated at (hal
distance, As Percival Lowell says. how-
ever, “the inventive genius of Ollers
came to the rescue,” and the German
astranomer hypothesized that these two
hodies were parts of a sinele plancl
which had exploded. and that other
portions might be found by watching
the two poinis where the ochils of
Ceres and Pallas came nearest to inter-
secline, i the constellations of Virgo
and Celus.

Olbers helieved that the destructive
planetary esplosion had occurred in
one of thes . and that the various
parls must alt in time retarn to the
nlace of the calaclysm, unless perturhed
by the other planets. When Harding
discovered Juno in 1804, and Olbers
found Vesta in 1807 at almost the exact
soot whicls hie had predicled. the hypo-
thesis seemed Lo be correct,

Tt was not until 1845 that the filih
rlanctoid was localed by Heneke. a
viesen amaleur. alter filleen years of
searching. This one. which he naned
traca, was so small as 1o have es




cuped nalice except by the most de-
tailed searching. Then, following the
new find, other liny hodies began to
be located in this area. Vifty years
aller the discovery of Ceres, fourteen
of them were known. The number bad
i to 300 in 1890,

With the use of photographic time
exposures, the number of - planeloids
located was increased immensely, uniil
al present about 1500 are known. Since
the identification of these miinute specks
—— some of which are only about a mile
in diameter — is based almost entirely
on their distance, velocily and orbital
cecentricily, planetoids are constantly
heing “lost™ and “lound” again, some-
iimes as much as forty-nine years elaps-
ing before a once discovered planeloid
is seen for a second time.

When the planetoids hegan turning
up in ever increasing numbers, some
astronomers reversed their idea of the
formation of these hodies. The frag-
meuls were nol portions of a vanished
planet, they decided. Instead, these ec:
centric chunks of rock were the male-
vial from which a planet should have
formed, but had heen prevented from
doing so by the tremendous gravila-
tional pull of the planet Jupiter.

There are argmments on hoth sides
of Lhis question, bul the more recent
astronomical works wounld seem to
favor \he hypothesis of the exploded
planet. [n Between the Planets by
Fletcher G. Watson an opinion is given
as of 1941:

_ any body solidifying in space
under ils own gravitational attvac-
Vion wilt assume a spherical shape . ..
We must conclude then that these
Tittle hodies are the whirding frag-
ments of some celestial cavastrophe.”
(Pages 40-41.)

That a number of planetoids are ir-
regular in shape seems 10 he well estal-
lished. Some, such as Funomia, vary
in brighiness over periods of only a

ing ut limes much brighter than at
others. . . . More than one explana-
tion has been put forward, but the
best so far . . . is that the body is not
a sphere bul a jagged mass, & moun-
tain slone in space, and thal as it
turns upon its axis first one corner
and then anather is presented lo our
view. . . . Sirona, Herth ] ]
idina have also shown periodic var-
iability, and it is suspected in
others . . . (The Evolatian af

Worlds, pages 101-102.}

The extreme eceenlricity of the plan-
etoidal orhils is another point in favor
of the explosion theory. While most of
the little planets are conlived to a ekt
extending on both sides ol the ideal
distance of 2.8 astronomical units Iromy
the Sun, some of them violate the rule
to an extraordinary degre

Hidalgo, for instance, has an orhit
which extends out altmost as far as the
planet Salurn. An enlire group of plan-
etoids are fixed in the mbit of Jupiter,
traveling a certain dislance belore and
hehind that planet. And a pumher of
these bedies cul across the path of the
Farth to within a very short distance
of the Sun. One of these, Hermes, can
approach to within 220,000 miles of
the Farth — inside the orbil of the
Moon.

The swarms of meleoriles which
move about the Sun are also framments
from the exploded planet, according to
new researches by Dr. Carl A. Hauer
of Harvard Universily and Dr. Ilarri-
son Brown of the University of Chi-
cagn. Dr. Bauer has set forth the opin-
ion that the planet was smaller than
tlie Earth but of simitac construction,
with a slony shell and a nickel-iron
core.

After making a study of over one
bundred  mereorites, Dr. Hrn\\.n an-
nounced thal, in his opinion, “all the
fragments came from an exploded
p\ane[ which had a molien core of
at about 3.000 degrees con-

lew hours. h this |

Percival Lowell wriles:

_it was , . . perceived that Fros
ﬂunuawd in lhe Tight he sent us, be-

10

tigrade.” Wrmng in Science Tor March
11, 1949, he

“We fmunl that on the Dbasis of

I




existing data, [rom the chemical
point of view the planelary origin
hypolhesis is consistenl. . . . It is
dillicult to believe thal, on the basis
of exisling data, the hypothesis can
be refuted.” (“The Composition of
Meleoric Matter and Lhe Origin of
Meleorites.”)

It was once believed possible to lo-
cate the point where the original plane
shaltering explosion oreurred by back-
tracking all of the planctoids 1o a
mon point in Lheir orbits. As
Ley points out:

. their orbils should show a
ceriain relationship; one should be
able to tefl whether they had all orig-
inated from the same orbit. But since
each of the orbits had been changed
and perturbed in a number of ways
since ‘the event,’ such an investiga-
tion involved a staggering amount
ol work” (The Conquest of Space,
Puges 143-144.)

Samuel Buller treals this subject at
length in the Appendix lo his book

Solar Biology. He says, in part:

“It is the opinion of many that the
material comprising the planetoids
... is the [ragments of a planet
ch from some internal or other
cause has been destroyed . . . Isaiah
makes reference 1o Lucifer as having
fallen from his shinimg position in
the heavens. . . . This wouhl be Jit-
erally true if the planet had been de-
stroyed. . . ,

“We are led o the conclusion that
there may once have existed a planet
Uiat we shall designate as Lucifer,
which occupied the position of the
planetoids. . . . The ‘morning star’
hes vanished, and where once was
unity, light and power, we now have
hut a confused mass of p]dneluuls
moving in eccentriv orhits. . ..

Siill regarding this malter from the
metaphysical viewpoint, we find Anna
Pharos ‘writing:

. we find Lraces of an appal-
Ting cataclysm . . . in the facl of 1here
being belween Jupiter and Mars the

ruins, fragments and debris of what
was once a great world, a planet of
our solar system,

Now it must be that in the an-
cient days. when this wreckage was
a great world, it must have bad a
zodiacal house the same as its com-
panion planels of our s y
and . . . when this planet in fury
. of course
became a

waste, and its constellation became

lost. . . . " (The Eleusinian Alys-

teries, in The Sphinx for December,

1907.)

Some ohservations have been made
which tend to show that not all of the
planetoids are airless. lifeless masses
of rock. On December 13, 1923,
Camas Sofa of Barcelona photographed
Oceana wilh a nebulous halo surround-
ing il. A photograph laken on Decem-
ber 7 does not show any such phe-
nomenon, and it has been speculated
that it may be in some way related to
the polar aurora of the Fearth. Elsa
and Jocasta have also been photo-
graphed with such halos.

Since the aurora is connecled wilh
terrestrial magnetism, as well as with
the emanations of the Sun, only a body
which revolves regularly on its axis
would show auroral emanations. In
this rp:perl H. . Blavatsky writes:

. the Aurora Borealis and Aus-
tralis, both . . . take place at the very
centers of terresirial and magnetic
farces. The two poles are said lo be
the store-houses, the receplacles and
liberalors, at the same time. of Co
mic and terrestrial Vitality (Eleetrie-
ity); from the surplus of which the
Earth. had it not been for these two
natural ‘salely-valves, would have
been reut Lo picces long ago.” (The
Seeret Doctrine, Vol 1, p. 205.)

Thus it would scem that not every
fragment of Lucifer is completely doad.
And by investigation inlo ancient vec-
oxds, legends and mythologies. it would
seem possible 1o determine the location
of whal might be called the “astral
body” of Luciler — the planetary com-




porent which exists on the higher
planes of Nature — which sl furns
in its original orbil aboul the Sun in
a period of approximaely s.x yo
For it is from (s disembodi
of Lucifer, rather than from its sci
tered physicaf structure, thal its in-

¢ poinl of vitadity

L once animated this important
plaet ~- and which is stll aclive —

if

must be included in our researches
we are 10 have a full and coniple
knowledge of the solar system in which
we live.

e

H. P. BLAVATSKY AND (

The writings of H. P, Blavatsky can-
Jained in the Tortheomig volume soon
1o he published by the Phitosophical
Besearch Society, of Los Angeles,
Calif., belong 1o a particularly busy
vear of her lilerary cueer.

The year 1683 was an important one
in the lualury of the Theosophical So-
year saw the enlmination of
what might be Yooked upon as the rela-
tively peacefnl period in the expansion
of the Soricly, to be lollowed very soon
vus troubles and obstacles.

A bird’s-eye view of (his interesting
and very successful year may be of ad-
vanlage in LDnXlUlIOn with the reading
and ~ludy of H. ‘s wrilings pro-
duced during the course of ]HS

In January of that year, H.P B’s
serial slories From rhe Caves and
Jungles of Hindusthan hegan 1o be re-
published in the Moskouskiye Fyedo-
mosti. This was due lo a growing
demand for her storics on the part of
the Russian public,

AL the very beginning of Uhe year,
H.P.B. and Col. 11, S, Oleolt setiled
in the newly-acquired property at Ad-
yar, near Madras, having moved from
Somhay. The Theosophist hegan o be
published from the new Headguariers,
starling with the February, 1883, issue.

fietween February 17 and May 25,
Col. Ofconl travelled extensively
lhmu;h Bennal fouuding Hmm hes and

new conlacls wherever he
wenl, On March 11, the first religions
Sunday School was opered by him at
Caleutta, with Mohini Mobun Chatterji
as chiel instructor. A series of Cathe-
chisms and Reading-Books were (o be

COL. H. S. OLCOTT IN 1883

compiled, and nsed in such schools to
leach the lundamental principles of
Hindu moral and refigions systoms, and
as a spur 1o the study of Sanskrit.

In Caleutta, Col. Olcatt was given Lhe
red Brabmanical ibread by Pandit
Taranath Tarka Vachaspati, the vom-
piler of the famons Sanskril Dictionary.

In early March, Uie Sionells arvived
at Adyar for a visil, on their way lo
England.

During the carly part of the ycar,
L P.B. stayed at Adyar, writing all
sorts of arlicles for The Theosophist,
and atlending 1o a voluminous corres-
pondence.

On June 27, Col. Oleont sailed for
Colombo, Ceylon, o help the Buddbists
in their grievances against the Roman
Catholics, and to do general Fheo-
sophical work. This trip was imm
diately followed by a tonv of Southern
{ndia, undertaken on instructions {rom
his Teaclier. Wherever he wenl, the
Colanel healed hundreds of sick peaple
through his mesmeric and healing
power, and defivered remarkable
tures Lo Lhe population.

tn the meantime, 1L P.B. bad left
Adyar for Ootacamund, in the Nilghivi
i on a visit lo General and Mrs.
H. R. Morgan. While there, she wyole
under dictation the famons “Repli
to the queries propounded by Predeick
W. H. Myers, of London, This series of
ossays on profound vcealt subjects
marks a high-poinl in the bistory of
the modern Theosophical Movement,
viewed [rom e standpoint of the
wradual unfoldment of the leachings,

I is probable thar 1T, P B, mad
some Lrips inlo the back-country for
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the purpose of sindying the native
Todas and Mulu-Kurumbas. She wrote
at he time her fascinating essavs
known as The Enigmatical Tribes on
the Blue HHills, the Prelace to which is
daled July 9, 1883. They did not begin
to appear in print, however, until
another year had elapsed. Col. Olcott
joined 1. P. B, at Ootacamund at the
end of August.

In June, two Branches were formed
in France, and laler in the summer a
Branch was starled al Odessa, Russia,
with H. P, B’s aunl, the Hon. Na-
dyezhda Andreyevna de Fadeyev, as
President.

In September. the Council of the
Governmenl of Madras guaranteed full
protection for the Theosaphical Sociely,
ending a period of annayances. AL the
end of September, 1. P.B. and ol
Olcott left OQotacamund, and after a
briel trip 10 Pondicherry. returned to
Adyar. The Colonel slarted imnediately
on another tour, this time in Northern
India, to be gone until December 15th.
Damodar K. Mavalankar accompanied
him on part of 1lis lour. A number of
remarkable occurences took place dur-
ing this peried. It is on this tvip that
Col. Oleott met Master K. H. for the
first time in lesh, and received from
him an imporiant communication.
1L is also during this tour that posi-
tive mroof was had concerning Lhe
rapidly developing spiritual powers of
Damodar.

On November 17, H. P. B. had « fal)
al Headquarters, bruising her knee and
had to remain on cruiches for quile
some fime,

On December 4, William Quan Judge

and olhers slarled a new Branch al
New York. to be known as “The Aryan
Theosophists of New York,

On December 16, Dr. Anna Kings-
ford and Edward Maitland. of the Lon-
don Lodge, relcased an Open Lelter
critivizing the leachings con-
n A, P, Sinnell’s Esoferic Bud-
dhism which had been published in
June. 1883. This was followed by a
considerable polemic between hem.
Subba Row. . C. Massey, A. P. Sin-
uell and others, and presaged trouhle
in the London Lodge.

I the last days of December, a most
suceessful Convenlion was held al Ad-
yar, at which it was decided te establish
the “Subba Row Medal,” to be awarded
by the Theasophical Sociely to writers
of works of oulstanding merit on Fasl-
ern and Western philosophy.

While the most spectacular events of
the vear on the outward plane mav
have been the tecturing aclivities of Col.
Olcott, including his healings, the fiter-
ary work of H. P. B.. silling as she did
for hours al her desk, were, no doubl.
of even grealer mowenl in the overall
picture of the Movement. She wrote
in English. in French and in Russian.
and the paves of The Theosophist for
1873 are Iull of articles and footnol
embocdving invaluable teachines which
she oullined wilh profuudity, skill. and

The Jorthcoming volume of her Cul-
Jected Writings will coutain for 1he
henefit of the serions studenl a rather
enmplete and fully docimented Chron-
ola Table of events and ocenrences
during the vear 1883, from which the
present briel outline has heen compiled.

8
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“Iie Central Poinl, or the greal central sun of the Kosmos, as the Kabalists
cadl it, is the Deily. 11 s the point of intersection helween the two great conflicting

owes

harmony and keeo the Univers
points of the Swa

P Blavaisky i The Theosophist, Vol. 1, Novemher, 1879, p.

- e centripetal and centrifugal fore
elliptical orhits, that make them trace & cross in their pathe
These two terrible, though as vet hypothetical and imaginary powers.

which drive the planets into iheir

through the Zodiac.

preserve

n steady, unceasing motion; and the four bent
a typify Ihe revolution of the Karth upon its axis.”



Theosophi.it

OUR MY

STERIOUS UNIVER

NANCY BROWNING

Reading The Universe and Dr. Ein-
stein (8 bestseller now, in its fifth
printing) by the youny and talented
author, Lincoln Barneu, discloses to
whal extent certain teachings of Theo-
soply have become an integral part
of the scientific discoveries and con-
dusions of present-day physics.

Physicists, in probiug the world
about us, have heen Torced 1o abandon
their paltern based on sense percep-
tions, for this patteen or mental picture
has been found to be utterly jnadequate
lo deseribe nature. Philosophers and
scienlists alike bave come to the conclu-
sion that every object is the sum of its
qualities and since qualities exist only
in the mind, the whole objective uni-
verse is merely an edifice shaped by the
senses of man. Finslein goes even
Iorther and says thal even space and
time are forms of intuition which can-
not be divorced from consciousness.
For space is merely an order of ar-
rangement and lime has ne existence
apart from the ovder of events by which
il is measured. From the foregoing it
is clear that man has alarming sense
fimitations. Man knows through sci-
entific experimentation of the existence
of much more than the eye can see, the
hand can touch, or the ear can hear.
And yet Lhere is a beautiful functional
harmony within Nature which leads us
to believe thal most of us do use onr
sense perceptions in very much the
sume way as the next man docs.

Nature operales on mathematical
principles and the very existcuce of this
harmonious patlern has enabled men
like Dr. Finstein to predict and dis-
cover natural laws simply by the solu-
tion of equalions. But every solution
seems 10 widen Lhe gulf and brings wilh
it deener and more recondite problems.

Rinstein, a very religions man. does not
helicve in a Universe of chance, but in
a Universe of order and harmony, and
looks outward. past the slaes. for the
knowledue of ultimale reality. It is vilal

for the scientist to have confidence in
the harmony of nature. He must helieve
thal. physical lawa are also universal
laws. This is the jonndation stonc
upon which the siructure of his experi-
ments must be buill., I the words of
Barnetr:

“Yet the fundamental mystery re-
mains, The whole march of science
towards 1he unification ol concepls
— the reduction of all natter to ele-
ments and then lo a few types of
particles, the reduclion of ‘forces” 10
the single concepl ‘energry’, and then
the reduction of maller «nd enevgy
to a single hasic qualily — leads stil}
to the unknown.” (pp. 59-60)

The Unknown, TIndeseribable, Tn-
finite One which vau never be appre-
hended by man, remains lorever
the goal of his spirilual search!

‘The non-mathemalician thinks of the
universe as a three-dimensional thing
and realizes that lime, as the fourth di-
meunston, is part of that universe. Look-
ing outward 16 the stars and galaxies
hovering in sceming space, it is difficull
to conceive of their great distances
from this planel; por ran we think of
distances without also thinking of time.
To the present-day asironomer and
pliysicisi, the universe js ralher a
space-time continuum, A continuum is
merely something which is continuous.
In this Science and Theosophy are in
agreement — a conlimons. unending
nniverse entirely beyond the compre-
hension of mere man. a universe which,
when broken down iulo ils comnonent
varts exhibils the characteristies of per-
lect oneness.

There is no past, present or fuinre,
for all are aspects of the tniversal Now.
The astronomer pecring throngh his
lelescone al the Stars is stariny hack-
ward into “lime.” thausands nl years
“ag0”. As Barnelt traly remark

“Where thev are ‘new’, or whether
they even exist ‘now’, no one can
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say. I we break our piclure of the

universe iuto three subjective di-

mensions of space and one of local

Llime, then these galaxies have no

objeclive exislence save as faint

smudges ol ancient enfeebled light
on a pholographic plate, They atiain
physical reality only in theiv proper

[rame of veference, which is the four-

dimensional space-time continuum.”

{p. 60)

And wlal of gravitation? For a
while it was believed that it was a pull
of hodies lowards one another, e
cause of magnelic allvaction, Finstein’s
conceplion of gravitation describes the
hehaviour of objeels in a gravitational
field in 1erms of the paths they lollow.
Elis concept rests on the assumnption
that the Universe is not rigid bul plastic
and ever-changing. It is an amorphous
continuum which can be disturhed
wherever there is matler and motion.
Thus matler creates a condition in
space around itself which is called a
magnelic field. and the latter acts upon
malter and makes it behave in a certain
Tashion. Everything has a magnetic
field, Trom the atom to the cosmos,
Finstein also postulales that time inter-
vals vary with gravitational fields.
follows from this that for the more
advanced and complex bodies time is
slower. or “longer” in dnvation, ac-
cording to our slandayds, than it is for
an alom.

One of the major problems of the
scientists of loday is to decide whether
or nol the universe in ils entirely is
eradually coming to an end, an ulti-
mate “heal-death.” If this is ever
reached, all will be limeless and in per-
pelual siate of stagnation. This seems
to be a very pessimistic theory, and one
which many scientisls maintain can
never hecome realilv. 1f scientisls be-
lieve that physical laws must be uni-
ve Jaws a very ancienl and pro-
found thought based on foct — then
there wust he new ereation constantly
i the making. whether it be a mere
star or a whole walaxv. There is on
all sides of us perpetual new crealion
in Nainre. and constant change and

motion. There is also seeming death,
an aspect of change, and these facts in
Nalure are constantly at work building
the new and destroying the old. I[ this
is s0, and who could deny il, the same
law must prevail iv the larger units a<
well. There can be no end to mn(hing.
The end of anytling is a mere illusion
of our senses. That which seems to dic
merely undergoes a change — a change
in appearance. structure and posilion.
as well as stale or condition. The life-
cycle of the Universe will continue for
all eternity. How could it be otherwisc?
Just as there can he no end. there can
be no heginning. For Iry as one may
1o solve the question of initial origin.
every theory from time long past to the
present has 1o come face to face with
the fact that something was alreads in
existence. no matter how far in “lime™
we may go. Scientists are usually silent
on the question of ullimate origins.
and well they inay he. They have left
the problem to the philosophers and
dreamers of dreams. Bul Finslein de-
clares:

“My religion consists of a humble
admiration of the illimilable super-
for spitit who reveals himsell in the
slighl details we are able lo pererive
with our [rail and feeble minds. That
deeply emolional conviction of the
preseiice of a superior reasoning
power, which is revealed in the in-
comprehensible universe, forms my
idea of God.” (p. 106)

As is evidenced by scores of ex
amples in various domains of modern
science, the religion of the greatest ex-
ponents of scientific thought is ex-

- tremely simple. and paradoxically

enough s almost diametrically opposite
lo the amazing complexity of their
scientific speculations,

Lincoln Barnett. in concluding hi
baok, stales so beautilully the dilemma
of man in this mysterious and vaxt
Universe thal il scems Dest to hring
these hrief considerations 1o a close
with bis own words:

“Foy man is enchained by the
very condition of his being. lis
finitencss and involvement in nature.




The Tarther he extends his hovizons,  perceive himsell in the acl of per-
the more vividly he recognizes the  ceplion . . . Standing midway he-
fact ... Man is thus his own grealest tween macrocosin and microcosm
wysiery. He does nol understand the — finds harriers on every side and can
vast_veiled universe inlo which he perhaps bat marvel, as St Panl did
has been cast for the yeason that he nineteen  hundred  years ago, that
does not understand himself . . . ‘the world was crealed by lhe word
Least of all does he undersiand his of God so thal whal is scen was made
noblest and most mysterions faculty: out of things which do net appear’.”
the ability to transcend himself and  (pp. 113-14)
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Owing to circumstances heyond our
our subscribers and friends.
not yet been fully overcom
much lo receive the current i

control, this issue is Jate in reaching
We have experienced certain difficulties which have
and we trust that our friends will not mind it too
sue later than usual.
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A THOUGHT TO REMEMBER
Whrre 15 Peack?

“The instinct is to toss aside the daily paper in total dis
seems to be no peace, anywhere, only dis
mu[erenmlmg Everywhere the story
man in harmony
he war was supposed to have ended nearly three vears ago.  But these
vears of so-called peace have been festering with dreadful infections, and the '
world is ruming a high fever in prelude to danger. r

Turn frowm the headlines and the temper is not much better.  “Lhere is
murder on the radio, murder on the screen, murder on the printed page, and
murder on the next block.  Although we in America are not stalked by hunger
and cold, food and shelter and Llnlhmg have not brought peace to the spirits
of the richest people in the world,

Su where can we find the peace we crave and are denied? i our own
liomes, perhaps.  On our own acres, if we have any.  But most of all, in our
hearts.  T'here is the only inviolable refuge.

But how find it there? How build up an oa
the frightful outer pressures of evil?

‘Uhe answer is to thrust away the nagging small wediag and dig into :
the changeless matter of creation.  1f you can do this, you come upon a pattern
swhich is itself assurance that the basis of life is not chaos but order, not dis-
sonance but harmony, ‘Lhe majestic march vf planets and of seasons, the slaw,
magnetic ebb and pulse of tides, the cadences of genius, the cold, long prepara-
tion of earth for its renewal each spring—these are all evidences of this order,
all denials of chaos. But you necd not ook that far. Peace is in the warm
word of a neighbour; in the innemerable daily acts of human decency that
form a barrier to chaos, Chaos is man-made, and by that token can be muan-
dispelled.

We can not look for peace.  We must make it in ourselve:

ouragement,  There
ensinn, misery, violence, and mis-
the same: man's umbi]iry to live with

sis of calm that can withstarul

—Unsigned in Fogue magazine, 1947,



EASTER AGAIN!

BORIS de

Easter is not merely a celehration,
Faster is a Spiritunl Idea. Tt is a
noble idea which has come down to
us fmm the remotest antiquity,

The word Easter is derived from
Ostara ar Lastre, the name given the
goddess of Spring by the Germanic
races.  She was the symhal of the
resurrection of all Nature. As is the
case with almost evere other festival
or celebration of the Christian world,
Faster jeself is but a Christian adapta-
fion of a very ancient and universally
koown festival.

It should be remembered that prac-
nc1l]v every one of the great festivals
in the philosophical and religious sy
tems of mankind, from fmmemorial
antiquity, has behind it, as its back-
ground and origin, an esoteric fact
arising in and out of what the ancient
Greek: for instance, termed the
mysteria.  These ancient  festivities
commemorated mystical events in the
spiritual life of man. Tn their turn,
these muystical events in the spiritual
life of man faithfully reflect events
which are taking place in the spiritual
life of the World as a whole.

It was universally taught in all
ancient civilizations that there were
four main seasons of the year at which
initiatory rites tonk place at certain
periodically recurring times. These
seasons were the Solstices of Winter
and Summer, and the Equinoxes of
Spring and Autumn.

The initiatory cycle contained the
circling year as n symbol of the entire
spiritual, intellectual, and psychical
tife-cycle of a human being.

‘T'he Wintter Solstice stood for the
“hirth” of the new man, of the Initiate,
out of the mere personal man, the
latter being the “living dead” of
Pythagoras and other ancient think-
ers and scers. ‘This was also the
season of the re-birth of the Uncon-
quered Sun, such as the Dies Natalis
Solis Invieti, in Rome, which gave
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rise to the Christian Christmas cele-
brations.

As the illumined man lived and
worked, if he had the will and the
strength and the courage to proceed
along this path of inner unfoldment,
then in due course of time, perhaps
after many years, and perhaps ‘.mr
many lives, there came the “Easter”
of his life-cycle, another great Tnit
tory experience, when the Christo:
Spirit within him arese and took his
own stand as a fully-developed Moas-
ter or Adept. This was the Spring
Equinox 1nitiation. 1Tt was the mystic
“Youth.”

The third stage was known the
ajority” or “Adulthood,” and took
place at the initiatory rites of the
Summer Solstice,

“T'he fourth stage, occurring at the
Autumnal Equinox, was known mysti-
cally as the “great Passing,” the with-
drawal into the Great Peace, when
the Seer and Adept, if he chose so to
do, left the world of men and was
scen no more.  Probably the greatest
test of all was to renounce the supreme
bliss of this “passing” into higher
spheres of evolution, and ta remain
as & Teacher among men, to help
them, guide them, protect them, for
what might well be endless ages of
growth and evolutiva.

In the Christian world of today,
practically no trace remains of any
celebrations connected with the Tast
two_mystical seasons of the year.

"The initiatory rites of every land
were always very closely connected
with the days of the New and of the
Full Moon, for very profound asteo-
logical and occult reasons pertaining
to the inner workings of the cosmic
spiritual mechanism we term the Selar
System, It is therefore perfectly
correct to celebrate Faster at the Full
Moon following the spring equinox,
especially if the latter coincides with
the New Moon, which, of course, i




But the idea of
celehrating on 2 Sunday is
purely a innovation,  the
result of long years of very bitter
controversy over the esoteric facts of
nature totally misunderstood by gen-
crations of people who had already
largely lost the inner knowledge of
spiritual events. ‘I'hat custom was
finally fixed at the Council of Nicaea
in 325 A2, and has been perpetuated
since.

What about the Faster-Eggs? Why
ix this symbol connected with Easter?
Due to ignorance, most people think
this is another Christian symbol, e
Narsemen of old exchanged colored
cgps e this 1, called the egps
nf ()\mm s were hung in the
lz-mplc\ in spring time.
!\Lundmy_ to Plut.mh an egg was
carried in procession during the cele-
trations of the Bacchic Mysteries in
Greece.  The god Apoflo was often
Tepresented standing next to a conical
pile of eggs. The Mohammed
suspend eggs in their mosques at spring
time.

Inn ancient India it was the Nun-
dane Fgg i which Brahma gestated,
the Hiranya-garbha, t]|e Golden Egg.
In RBriahmanic esotericism, the Uni-
verse itself is called Brahméndu, o
the Egg of Brahmd. Amang the
Fuyptians, it the Egg of the
World which ]»ruutded out of the
mouth of* Kneph.  In :Babylon, the
World Fgg hatched Ishtar, the god-
dess of Nature. Many other instances
could be cited.
Remember the Latin saying: Omne
wm ex ovo, every living  thing
prings from an egg. Out of the
pparently senscless egg comes & liv-
being, be it great or small.  Out
of Jife potential, comes forth life de-
namic.  Qut of the unmanifested, life
manifested.  “I'herefore, the egg was
the symbal of the resurrection of life,
Not only physical life, but spiritual
life as well. The germ of potential
life. quickened into life dynaaic.

Every human being is mystically
aod symholically an egg.  Yes, an

Kaster Yagr. I sending an egg ta x
friend at Faster time, we act sym-
bolically. [t is as if we said to hini
“My friend, with this gift of the sym-
bolic egg, symbol of the new life o
be, 1 hope that you tao will soon
break the confining shell of the lower
selfhood, the personal man, and, hav-
ing cracked the envelop of your 1e-
stricted, earthly bejng, you may step
forth as the Master within yourself?”
It also means in a deeper sense: Seek
Initiation!  Break the shell of the
lower man, find birth into the world
of the spir ‘Tlis is the birth of the
Christos within you. His resurrec-
tion from the tomb uf materjal encas
ment.

Lveryane of u
were, upon the cross of materi
enee. The Iomer Christos, the Tuner
Buddha, the mystic Apollo, or the
spiritual Osiris, is crucitied in us, wait-
ing for a resurrection. ThHat resur-
rection s the liberation from the
stranglehold  of the lower, personal
selfhaod, the resigning of the selfish,
personal man, and the exchanging of
it for the Greater Man, the res
itual Manhood, the Master within
us, within vou and within me and
within all else.

E: tlunfure k
fdea. ste a state of mind.
More zlmn rlm it is a Vision of the
Heart. Let us evoke that Vision be-
of our soul!  Let us turn
wway frone the shadows of
personal life!  Let us look ahead into
the gleaming Light of the dawning
tuture.  “Therein lies endtless hope, in-
able courage, undreamt of poss
of growth,
his does not mean ta neglect the
nt, with its many prohlems and
i As a matter of fact, no
uture can exXist evcept the one thar
is infolded in the present, and that
will unfold from within it in due
courss of time.  The possiilities of
everything that lies ahead are con-
tained in that leeting wmoment swhich
we call the present.  We have to find
within the problems and duties of that

is crucified,

exist-

a  Spiritual

it




present the sotution which they, para-
doxically enough, hide within them-
selves.  That solution is not without;
it lies with ¥ real sense,
the probler are but solu-
tions distorted, just as ases and ills
are the result of dh(llrhcd harmony.
We are surrounded by psycho-
logical and intellectual illusions which
can he dispelled only by me: of
~pin’nm] knowledge, and these itlu-
stons often prodace the appearance of
unsolvable prohlems.  To judge by
external, iHusory appearances, there
can hardly be any springtime in st()rc,

knowledge and indomitable courage.

Man is a composite entity, and
hides within his complex constiturion
sany undreamt of levels of conscivus-

[t ind planes of awareness,  We
can never dwell too often on  this
thought.

There is in every human being a
hidden and profound c: A
an entrance to that cave. Agains
entrance there rests a heavy stone.
god is buried in that cave, waiting for
release and freedom.  And the hea
stone is our personal sclfhood, with its
ueul\neues, it dn)mg dtﬂr:\, its en-

when s the

dead inertness of wnm- -s!cep r\nd
vet we know rhat spring is ceming,
hecause we have learned through ex-
perience how the laws of Nuture ope-
rate in this particular vespect.  Simi-
larly, and anly too often, the latent
forces of life in human circum:
and conditions throw an illusory pic-
ture of seeming hope!
spair, blotting out the vision of things
to be.  We must learn to pierce this
illusion by the power of spiritual

ling veils of we
Imt roll that heavy stone aside, and
enter the cave, lo! there comes ta mecr
us 4 god-like Being, who is eruly one
with vurselves, our awn Inner Self,
May the Portals of our [Inner
Temple swing wide open!  May we
find the starry Being in the depths
our own inost cons
forth into the world iritual war-
tiors, clad in the Vestures of the Sun!

Happy Faster to all!
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A FEW QUESTIONS TO “HIRAF”
Auvrior or LE R
By MADAME HL P. BLAVATSKY

AR

RUCTANISM.™ .

['This remarkable article fmm the pen of H. P. Blavatsky may be
considered as the “opening gun” of her veeuly literary carecr.  The
clippings from the Spiritual Scientist, Boston, Vol 11, Nos. 19 and 20,
July 15 and 22, 1875, pp. 217-18, 224, and 236-37, respectively, where
this article appeared, were pasted by H. P. B. in ]m Srr/t[vl/uak 1, where
she added the fnllm\mg pen-and-ink notation: “My first occult shot.

B It is as timely today as it was seventy-hve years ago, and
rves the most careful study.—FEditor.]

des

Among the numerous sciences pursued by the well-disciplined army of
earnest students of the present century, none has had less honors or more
scoffing than the oldest of them-——the sciepce of sciences, the venerable mother-
parent of all our modern pigmies, Anxious, in their petty vanity, 1o throw
the veil of oblivion over their undoubted origin, the sclf-styled positive scientists,
ever on the alert, present to the courageous scholar who tries to deviare from
the beaten highway traced out for him by his dogmatic predecessars, a formid-
able range of serious obstacles.

As a rule, Occultism is a dangerous, double-edged weapon for one to
handle, who is unprepared to devote his whole life ta it.  The theory of it,
unaided by serious practice, will ever remain in the eyes of those prejudived
against such an unpopular cause an idle, crazy speculation, fit only to charm
the ears of ignorant old women. When we cast a look behind us, and see
how, for the last thirty years, modern Spiritualism has bheen deale with. not-
withstanding the occurrence of daily, hourly proofs which speak to all our
sen: stare us in tle eves, and utter their voices from “beyond the great gulf.”
how can we hope thar Occultisn, or Magic, which stands in relation ro
Spiritualism as the Infinite to the Finite, as the cause to the effect, or as unity
to multifariousness, how can we hope, | say, that it will easily gain ground
where Spiritualism is scoffed at?  One who r(‘JL’L!~ a priori, or even doubts,
the immortality oi man’s soul can never believ. in its o reator, and blind tw
what is heterogeneous in his eyes, will remain still more blind to the proceed-
ing of the latter from Homogeneity. In relation to the Cabala, or the com-
pound mystic text-book of all the great secrets of Nature, we do not know
of anyone in the present century who could have commanded a sufficient dose
of that moral courage which fires the heast of the true adept with the sacred
lame of propagandism—to forde him into defying pul\hr opinion, by display-
ing familiarity with that sublime work.  Ridicule is the deadliest weapon
of the age, and while we read i the records of history of thousands of macters
who joyfully braved flames and faggots in support of their mystic doctrines
in the past centuries, we would scaccely be likely to find one individual in
the present times, who would be brave enough even to defy ridicule by serious-
Iy undertaking to prove the great truths embraced in the traditions of the Past,

As an instance of the above, 1 will mention the article on Rosicrucianism,
signed “Iliraf.”  "T'his ably-written essay, notwithstanding some fundamental
errors, which, thaugh they are such would be hardly noticed except by those
who had devoted their lives to the study of Occultism in its vavious branches
of practical teaching, indicates with certainty to the practical reader that, for
theoretical knowledge, at le; the author need fear few rivals, still less
superiors.  His modesty, which 1 cannot too much appreciate in his case,
though he is safe enough behind the mask of his fancy pseudonym—need not

;




pive him sy apprehensions,  “There are few critics in this country of Pusitivisnr
who would willingly risk themselves in an encounter with such a powerful
disputant, on his own ground. “The weapons he scems to hold in reserve,
in the arsenal of his wonderful memory, his learning, and lis readiness to
give any further information that enquirers may wish for, will uadoubtediy
scare off every thearist, unless he is perfectly sure af himself, which few are,
But book-learning—and here 1 refer only to the subject of Occultis ast
as it may be, will abways prove insufficient even to thL analytical mind, the
mast Accus i

omed to extract the quil of truth, di d th
thousands of contradictory statements, unless supported by persanal c\pcnenu-
and practice.  Hence Hiraf can only expect an encounter with some one who
may hope to find a chance to refute some of his hold assertions on the plea
of having just such a slight practical experience. Still, it must not be under-
stood that these present lines are intended to criticize our too modest t.
Far from poor, ignorant me be such a presumptuous thoughe. My desire
is simply to help him in his scientific but, as 1 said before, rather hypothetical
researches, by telling a littie of the little ¥ picked up in my long travels
throughout the length and breadth of the East—that cradle of Occultism—
in the hope of correcting certain erroncous notions he seems to be labouring
under, and which are calculated to confuse uninitiated sincere enquirers, who
might desire to drink at his own source of knowledge.

In the first place, Hiraf doubts whether there are in existence, in England
or elsewhere, wlmt we term regular colleges for the neophytes of this Secrer
Science. T will say from personal knowledge that such pluu there are In
the Last—in Ind: , As inar, and other countrie: As in the primitive
duys of Socrates and other sages of antiquity, so now, those whe arc willing
to learn the Great ‘I'ruth will ever find the chanee if they only “try”’ to meet
some one to lead them to the deor of one “who knows when and Imwu
If Thiraf js ri;,lu ahout the seventh rule of the Brotherhood of the Ru ¢ Cross
which says that “the Rose-crux becnmes and is not made,” he m: roas to
the exceptions which have ever existed among other Bnnhm]mml: devoted
to the nursait of the same secret knowledwe. “Ihen again, when he
as he does, that Rosicrucianism is almost forgotten, we may answer him that
we do nat \\'ﬂll(]cr at it, and add, by way of parenthesis, that, strictly speak-
ing, the icrucians do not even exist, the last of that Fraternity having
departed in the person of Cagliostro®

Hiraf ought to add to the word Reosicrucianism “that particular sect,”
at least, for it was but a sect after ali, one of many branches of the same tree.

By forgetting to »chifv that particular denomination, and by xndudum
under the name of Rosicrucians ail those who, devoting their lives to Occultism,
congregated together in Brotherhoods, Hiraf commits an error hy which he
may unwittingly lead people to believe that the Rosicrucians having disappeared,
there are no mare Cabalists practising Oceultisn on the face of the earth.
He alsy becomes therebv ouilty of an anachronism, attributing to the Rosi-
crucians the building of the Pyramids and other majestic menuments, which
indelibly exhibit in their architecture the symbols of the grand religions of the
Pa For it is not so. 1 the maih object in view was and still is alike with
all the great family of the ancient and modern Cabalists, the dogmas and
formulae of certain sects differ greatly,  Springing one after the other from

*Knowing but fittle
s (o the conts

wbout Occultism in Europe 1 may be mistaken; if so, any one
ry will sblige e by correcting my crror.

e mistake pervades the whole of that able book, The Rosicracians, by
nings.

who
TThe s
Hargrave




the great Oriental mother-root, they scattered hroadeast all over the world,
and each of them desiring to outrival the other by plunging deeper and deeper
into the secrets jealously guarded by Nature, some of them became guiley of
the greatest heresies against the primitive Oriental Cabala.

While the first followers of the secret sciences, taught to the Chaldeans
by nations whose very name was never breathed in history, remained stationary
in their studics, having arrived at the masimum, the Omega of the kuowledge
pemitted to man, many of the subsequent sects separated from them, and,
in their uncontroflable thirst for more knowledge, trespassed the boundaries
of truth and fell into fictions. In consequence of Pythagor 0 says Tambli-
chus—having by sheer force of energy and daring penctrated into the mysteries
of the Temple of Thebes and obtained therein his initiation, and afterwards
studied the sacred sciences in Egypt for twenty-two vears, many foreigners
\\err subsequently admitted to share the knowledge of the wise men of the
t, who, as a consequence, had many of their secrets divolged,  Later still,
undly]c te preserve them in their purity, these mysteries were so mixed up with
fictions and fables of the Grecian mythology that truth swas wholly distorted,

As the primitive Christian religion divided, in course of time, into numer-
ous seets, so the science of Oceultism gave birth to a variety of ductrines and
various brotherhoods.  So the Egyptian Ophites became the Christimy Gostics,
\hnutmg forth the Basilideans of the second century, and the original Rosi-
crucians created subsequently the Paracelsists, or Fire Philasophers, the Vuro-
pean Alchemists, and other physical branches of their sect.  (See [argrave
Jennings” The Rosicrucians.)  To call indifferently every Cubalist a Rosi-
crucian, is to commit the same error as if we were to call every Christian a
Baptist on the ground that the-latter are also Christians.

The Brotherhood of the Rosy Cross was not founded until the middle of
the thirteenth century, and notwithstanding the assertions of the learned
Masheim, it derives its name, neither from the Latin word Ros (dew), nor
from a cross, the symbol of Lux. The origin of the Brotherhood can be
ascertained by any earnest, genzine student of Occultism, who happens to
travel in Asin Minor, if he chooses to fall in with some of the Brotherhond,
and if he is willing to devote himself to the head-tiving work of deciphering
a Rosicrucian manuscript—the hardest thing in the world, for it is carefully
preserved in the archives of the very Lodge which was founded by the first
Cabalist of that name, but which now goes by another name.  The founder
of it, a German Reuter, of the name of Rosencranz, was a man who, afrer
.lu]\nnng a very suspicious mpumum through the pr actics of the Black Art,
in his native place, reformed in conseyuence of a vision. Giving up his evil
practices, he made a solemn vow, and went on foet to Padestine, in order to
wiake his amende honarable at the Holy Sepulcher.  Once there, the Christian
God, the meek, but well-informed Nazarene—trained as he was in the high
schaol of the Essenes, those virtuous descendants of the botanical as well as
astrological and  magical Chaldeans—appeared to  Rosencranz, a  Christian
would say, in a vision, but b would sug;zur, in the shape of a materialized
spirit.  The purport of this visitation, as well as the subject of their conversa-
tion, remained for ever a mystery to many of the Brethren; but immedixtely
after that, the ex-sorcerer and Reuter disappeared, and was heard of no more
till the mysterious sect of Rosicrucians was added to the family of Cabalists,
and their powers aroused popular atrention, even amony the Eastern popula-
tions, indolent, and accustomed as they are to live among wonders,  Fhe Rosi-
crucians strove to combine together the most various branches of Occultism,
and they soon became renowned for the extreme purity of their lives and their




extraordinary powers, as well as for their thorough kooswledge of the secret
of the secrets.

As alchemists and conjurers they became proverbial.  Later (1 need not
infarm Hiraf precisely when, as we drink at two different sources of kunowl-
edge), they gave birth to the more modern “I'heosophists, at whase head was
Paracelsus, and to the Alchemists, one of the most cefebrated of whom was
“Thomas Vaughan (seventeenth centwry) who wrote the most practical things
on Qccultism, under the name of l"u;,(-mm Philalethes. 1 know and can
prove that Vaughan was, most positively, “made before he became.”

"The Rosicrucian Cabala s hut an epitome of the Jewish and the Oriental
onies, combined, the latter heing the most secret of all. "The Oriental Cabala,
the prd«l‘tll full, and ouly existing copy, is cavefully preserved at the head-
quarters of this Brotherhood in the East, and, [ may safely w)ucll, will never
come out of its possession,  Its very existence !m been doubted by many of
the European Resicrucians,  One who wants “to become™ has to hunt for
his knowledge through thousands of scattered volumws, and pick up facts and
fessons, bit by bit.  Unless e takes the nearest wax and consents “to be made,”
he will never hecame a practical Cabalist, and with all his learning will remain
at the threshold of the “mysterious gate.”” The Cabala may be used and its
truths imparted on a smaller scale mowe chan it was in antiquity, aad the exist-
ence of the mysteriaus Lodge, nn account of its secrecy. doubted: but it does
exist and Jus ost none of the primitive sccret posers of the ancient Chaldacans.
‘I'he lodges, few number, are divided into sections and known but to the
Adepts; no ane would be likely to find them out, unless the sages themselyes
found the neophvte worthy of initiation.  Unlike the European Rosicrucians—
who. in order “ro become and not to be made’ have constantly put into
practice the word of St. John, who says, “Heaven suffereth violence, and the
violent take it by force,” and who have struggled alone, violently robbing
Nature of her secrets, the Oriental Rosicrucians (for such we will them,
Dbeing denied the right to pronounce their true name). in the serene beatitude
of their divine knowledge, arc ever ready to help the carnest seadent struggling
“to become” with practical knowledge, which dissipates, like a heavenly breeve,
the blackest clouds of sceptical duubt,

Hiraf is right again when he savs that “knowing that their mysteries,
if divulged, in the present chaotic state of society, would produce mere con-
fusion and death,” they shut up that knowledge within themselves.  Heirs

*Par thase wi arc able to understand intwitionally what | am about ta s
words will be bt the echo of their own thoughts, T draw the atiention of suc
10 lang series of incxplicable events which have taken place i our present century:
W the mysterins influcnce directiog political eataclyams; the doing and - ondaing of
crowned the tumbling down of thrones: the thorough metamorphosis of nearly
the whole of the ¥uropean map. beginning with the French Resolution of "3, pre
dicted i every detail by che Count SL_Germain, in an atograph MS, now i the
possssion of the _dewendants of the wobleman to whom he
coming dowa o the Franco-Prussian w..r of the kater days. This myste
called “chance”™ by the skeptic and Providence by Christians, may_have a right ta
Tome other mame, . OF al shese deenerated ehildren of Chaldacan Occalism, nclud-
ing the numcrous soxicties of Ercemasons. only one of them i the present centurs
is worll mentioning in relaian to Occultis, namely, the “Carbomari”  Let some
ne study all he can of thar seeret society, et him think, combine, deduce. 1€ Ray-
mond Lully, 1 Rosicrucian, 2 Cabalist, could so casily supply King Edward U of
Engla h siv million sterling to carry on war with the Turks in that distant
epoch, why could not some seeret lodge in aur day furnish, a< weli, nearly the same
amount of willions to France, to pay their national debi—this same France, which
was 5o wonderfully, quickly defeated. and as wonderfully set o her legs again.
Mle talkl—people will say. Vers well, but even an hypothesis may be warth the
wauble to consider sometimes,

;



to the early heavenly wisdom of their first forcfathers, they keep the keys
which unlock the most guarded of Nature's secrets, and impart them only
gradually and with the greatest caution. But still lhcy do impart sometimes,

Once in such a cerele wicienx, Hiraf sins likewise in a certain comparison
he inakes between Christ, Buddha, and Khoung-foo-tsee, vr Confuciu A
comparison can hardly be mwade hetween the two former wise and spiritual
Hluminati, and the Chinese philosopher. The higher aspirations and views
of the twa Christs can have nothing ta do with the cold, practical philasophy
of the latter; brilliant anomaly as he was among a naturally dull and material-
istic people, peaceful and devoted to agriculture from the earliest ages of their
history,  Canfucius can never bear the slightest comparison with the two
wreat Reformers,  Whereas the principles and doctrines of Christ and Buddba
were calculated to embrace the whale of humanity, Cenfucius confined his
attention solely to his own country; trying ta apply his profound wisdom and
philosaphy to the wants of his countrymen, and little troubling his head about
the rest of mankind. Intensely Chinese in patriotism and views, his philo-
sophical doctyines are as much devoid of the purcly poetic element which
characterizes the teachings of Christ and Buddha, thz two divine types, as
the religious tendencies of his people lack in that spiritual exaltation which
we find, for instance, in India. Khoung-foo-tsee has not even the depth of
feeling and the slight spiritual striving of his contemporary, Lao-tse,  Says
the learned Ennemoser: “The spirits of Christ and Buddha have left indelible,
cternal traces all over the face of the world. Fhe doctrines of Confucius
can be mentioned only as the most britliant proceedings of cold human reason-
ing.”  Harvey, in bis Unizersal History, bas depicted the Chinese nation
perfectly, in a few words: “Their heavy, childisl, cold, sensual nature explains
the peculiaritivs of their history.
two reformers and Confucius, in an e
treats of the Science of Sciences and invites the thi
at her inexhaustible source, sesms inadmissible.

Further, when our learned author asserts so dogmatically that the Rasi-
crucian learns, though ke never uses, the secret of immortality in earthly life,
he asserts oaly what he hm self, in his practical inexperience, thinks bopossible.
The words “never” and “impossible” ought to be erased from the dictionary
of humanity, until the time at least when the great Cahala shall all be sulved,
and so rejected or accepted.  The Count St. Germain is, until this very time,

living tmystery, and the Rosicrucian Thomas Vaughan another onc.  The
countless autharities we have in literature, as well as in oral tradition (which
semetimes is the more trustworthv) about this wonderful Count’s having been
met and recognized in different centuries, is no myth. Anyene who admits
ane of the practical teuths of the Qecule Sciences caught by the Cabala tacitly
admits them all.  fr must be Hamlet's “to be or not to be,” and if the Cabala
is true, then St. Germain need be no myth.

But 1 am digressing from my object, which is, fiestly, to show the slight
differences between the two Cabalas—that of the Rosicrncians and the Oricntal
one; and, secondly, ta say that the hope expressed by Hiraf to see the subject
better appreciated at somie future day than it has been til} now, may perhaps
hecome more than a hope.  Time will show many things; till then, let us
tieartily thank Hiraf for this first well-aimed shot at those stubbarn sclentific
runaways, who, once before the Truth, avoid looking her in the face, anl
dare not even throw a ylance behind them, lest they should be forced w see
that which would greatly lessen their self- ;uﬂnlenu} As a practical follower
stern Spiritualism, 1 can confidently wait for the time when, with the

Hence any comparison between the first
y on Rosicrucianism, in which Hirat
sty for knowledge to drink

10
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timely help of those “who know,”

American Spiritualism, which even in its

present shape has proved such a sore in the side of the materialists, will become
a science and a thing of mathematical Certiludn, instead of being regarded as
the crazy delusion of epileptic monomaniacs.

(T

o be continued)

SEEKING THE HIGH PURPOSE
RUTH PRAT

Out of a group of, say, five hundred
people who attend a lecture on occult
philosophy there may be, perhaps, ten
who have a full comprehension of the
principles discussed. The rest may be
divided into those newcomers who are
honestly seeking a broader conception
of purpose and an answer to the va-
garies of huon nature; those who
haven't the remotest idea what the
discussion is about, but just love a
mystery; and those who, having =z
smattering of teachings associated with
aceutt philosophy, feel certain they are
ready to unfold their chakras! Ot
course, they are not sure just what
bappens after their chakras unfold, but
in the meantime it certainly breaks
the monotony ! Nane of these “simple”
principles for ¢l such as gentle-

longer a duty or even a means to
reach u higher goal, but are natural
and sweet and accomplished with joy.
Amiong these basic principles are: a
gentle and refaxed manner; a constanr
teadiness to help your fellowmman.
when help is requested; the ability to
find peace and contentment within
vourself without any physical aid; the
desire to discover the greater harmony ;
and a joy in obeyving law.

Those who are so anxious to leap
to a high development do not foresee
the responsibility they are inviting.

What happens in any business when
an individual proves his outstanding
ability or efficiency?  He suddenly
finds himself a leader, a supervisor, or
a teacher or trainer of others and

ness of manner, thoughtfulness toward
their nelghlmrs, patience with their
children, or joy from any service they
wmay render. These things are much
too easy for them. They prefer to
“skip” these childish lessons and pet an
with upening their chakras and listen-
ing for inaudible voices. Of course,
they have never tried being gentle and
understanding of others but they are
sure they could he if they wanted to—
so why buther!

They wlm would jump te the high
goals of vision and wisdom are merely
building a potential of disappointment
and detay.  \Whether an idea is de-
v(-lupcd inte a physical or a spiritual
creation, it is not built from the top
to the bottown nor from the end to
the beginning.  The “childish” first-
born principles are the foundation and
must be learned until they are no

regrets his ambition, The
l w of superiority dominating and be-
ing responsible for the inferior is most
assuredly true in the spiritual world.
Superior understanding is not only
knowing how to combine beauty and
truth with our own lives, hut alsn
knowing when to present them to those
who are not yet mature spiritual be-
ings, and when to protect these “vouny
ones” from the more advanced knowl-

It is like being responsible for
children.  We present them gradual-
Iy with those things which they are
equipped to understand and use. Put-
ting profound knowledge within the
reach of those who have not the un-
derstanding to properly handle it, is
like putting bottles of drugs within
the reach of children. Properly un-
derstood and taken in prescribed doses,
they are of great benefit. To the




immature they can be deadly!

Mature minds are capable of ex-
ploring the complex without losing
track of the simple, the fundamental.
But the mujority will become lost in
the maze and lase track of entrance
or beginning and never find the end.

1t is a vast and complicated enlarge-
ment of the common and popular game
of guessing the identity of an indi-
vidual from knowledge of his traits,
liabits, omplishments, environment,
tastes, ete,

Tn the instance of the little human
pame it is desirable to conceal the
answer as much as possible, to pro-
long the guessing.  But jn the larger
instance it is « game of disaster, for
in the fascination of ‘“secking,” the
“guesser’” wanders farther and farther
into the maze until le suddenly
realizes, with panic, that he cannot
remember the beginning and cannot
tind .the end, and that he has not dis-
covered the ldentity.

=

“I'he universe is not a guessing ganie.
The Spirit of Deity walks beside man
and waits for simple recognition of
its presence.

The wise leader should teach the
students that truth is concealed within
beauty—to seek that which is beauti-
ful.  When they seck the beautiful
they are seeking truth; when they
love the beautiful they are loving
truth; and when they obey the beauti-
tul they are obeying truth.

T'rue beauty will never offend, for
it is constructed according to the law
and is harmonious. Seek heauty as
vou would seck a lovely flower. You
nat looking for its roots, nor for
the secret of its growth but rather for
the fragrance, the color, the symmetry
of its blossom.  You know that it is
governed by a law of bivth and growth.

Yet, it is not the laws of the flowe
which concern you.  You desire in-
spiration from beholding that which
has attained its own maturity by
obedience to its own laws.  This love-
Iy communion with something beautt-
ful strengthens your faith in vour own
Jaws.,

‘Those wha are spiritual leaders are
yet responsible to a  ligher le.ulcr.
‘There is nu true leader who does not
humbly seck direction from a superior
power.  So woe tn the man who with-
out worthy aim or sufficient training
seeks to direct others.  For no superior
power would entrust important direc-
tions to a subordinate incapable of
fulfilling them. [e who leads swith-
out the support and larger vision of a
superior will surely fall.

Those who would be good leaders
must learn to he good subordinates.
They must learn to ohey orders
promptly, to be calm and relaxed and
thus ready for sudden command, and
to suggest, not criticize.

We must remember, the multitude
looks to the teaders not only for vision,
but for strength, and fortitude is in-
deed needed by the leaders to with-
stand the doubt, the suspicion, the
questioning of individuals who are
tired of spiritual discontent and yet
dubious of content.

Vision can develup fast but stamina
and strength to support it develop
slowly.

So, guard vour vision until you
have a strong fouml,mnu. Te is fool-
ish ta build a majestic structure that
will collapse fromy a weak support.

Let patience and caution be your
guiding friends.  Seck the high pur-
pose with prudence and remember thar
attainment is ever accompanied by
vesponsibility !




THEN AND NOW

There is to he found in the pages
of the first Lheosophical journal, The
Thensophist (Vol. V, October, 1883,
pp. 26-27), an interesting comment
from the pen of H. P. RBlavatsky
which she appends to an “Appeal”
issued from Bangalore, May 12. 1883,
by a number of prominent Hindis,
on hehalf of the miserable Outcastes
or Pariahs of India, and their ulti-
mate redemption,  She writes:

“A noble movement, one of a most

redecming and high character, is set

on foot by several native gentlemen
of Southern [ndia, namely, a Society
for the regeneration of the Pariah
classes.  Hitherto, these hapless out-
castes, or rather, creatures of no-caste,
rejected  hy Al their  fellow- -men,
thought that their only way to social
and political rather than relivious sal-
ation, was by lending a willing ear
m the liberal prumhec made to them
by the Missivnaries; and thus—they
fell an easy prey to these universal
wiy-layers.  Had  the Padris while
haptizing  (which  does not  alway
wean  converting) them, dove an:
thing in the way of moral regenera-
tion for this unfortunate class, we
would be the first to applaud their
efforts.  As it is, every Furopean hav-
ing the misfortune to deal with native
converts. (of any caste, not only the
Pariahs) whether as servaats ar any
thing else, will bexr out our test
mony when saying that Missionary
proselytism done a thousand times
maore harm to those natives who have
succumbed to it than any kind of
idolatry or fetishism. less 10 g
over a teo well beaten ground and
repeat that which has been said and
better said even by a few lhonest
Christian  missionaries  themgelves,
‘I'herefore we applaud most sincerely
ta the noble undertaking. Once that
the Pariahs, among whom there are
s many intelligent young men as
among any other class, are wade to
enjoy the benefits of an education that
will enable them to think for them-

[

selves, the abuses of proselytisn must
cease. . ¢

One of such “intelligent younz
men,” born but a few years after the
above comuments were written, is Bhim-
rao Ramji Ambedkar, originally him-
self ane of the 45 million Untouch-
ables, now Law Minister of India.

As a boy and voung man, Ambed-
kar experienced all the bitterness andt
degradation of his social status. As
a great exception to the rule, he was
allowed to attend grade-school in the
Bombay Presidency.  Despite unbe-
lievable handicaps and insults, he won
a competitive scholarship and entered
Elphinstone High School in Bombay
‘The intellectual capacities and moral
stamina of the boy attructed to him
the attention of the Gackwar of Bu-
1ada, who made it possible for Am-
bedkar to finish college in Bowbay and
to sail for further studics in the United
Seates.  “This was a far cry from
sweeping dung on the streets, or clean-
ing latrines in his native country, liv-
ing in ghettos of unimaginable hlth

Ambedkar absorbed the ideals of
the American Commonwealth, and he-
came  grounded in  histary, - anthro-
pology, sociology, psychology and eco
nomics,  With double the credits re-
quired, he received in 1917 the degree
of Doctor of Philosophy from Co-
lumbiz  University. After  further
studies in London and Germany, Am-
bedkar returned to Baroda, where
the Gaekwar decided to groom him
{or the position of Finance Minister.
‘This plan was frustrated by caste dis-
crimination.  Narrowly eseaping  «
mob of Parsis who attempted to kill
him, he led a miserable life for over
a vear, poverty-stricken and unem-
ployed. His determination resulted.
however, in a position as professor of
political economy at Sydenham Col-
lege, England.  He returned to Indi
as barrister and Doctor of Science
practised law against terrible handi-
caps, started a  weekly vernacular
paper, 1'he People, and worked in-
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defatiguably for the redemption of
the lowly Outcastes. He founded
the People's Education Society and
organized the Siddharth College on
American lines.  He worked his way
up to the Viceray’s Executive Council.
In 1942, he was appointed TLabor
Member in the Governor General’s
Executive Council, and started a cam-
paign for scholarships to send Un-
touchables to foreign countries for
study,  “Nothing can stop him,” oh-
tved a foreigner residing in Tndia,
“he has the power of incorruptibility.”

‘T'he biggest job assigned to Am-
bedkar was the drafting of India's new
Constitution, He became Chairman
of the six-men drafting Committee,
and had to defend each article before
the Constituent Assembly.  The cli-
max of his career for the welfare of
mankind, and the fulfillment of his
life’s dream, came on November 29,
1948, when he introduced Article 11
of the Constitution.  We can almost

hear Ambedkar, the “intetligent man”
par excellence from among the un-
touchable” one-eighth of India’s popu-
lation, pronounce his final verdict
upon centu of superstition, selfish-

s, abuse and cruelty: “Untouch-
s abolished and its practice in
any form is forbidden . . . and shall
e punishable in accordance with law.”
A unanimous standing vote of the
Assembly approved the Article uncon-
ditionally.

While remains to be done
in the coming years, the foundation
of a new era for India has been laid.
Ingrained habits of thought are not
destroyed over-night, but a fiew pat-
tern of thinking is emerging. When
the people are veady, leaders appear
among them.  True leaders are not
afraid.  Adversity s their one con-
genial element.  “After all,” says
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, “kites rise
against, not with, the wind!”

much

THE THEOSOPHIC TASK
TIARRY MARQUIS

That task can be defined rather
simply. It is: T'o do in the moral
field what other suanc try to do in
their tersitories. 1t is: To make
moral laws as clear to men as are
the laws of, say, physiology, physics
and chemistry. Few seem aware that
Theosophy is a Science; T'he Science;

the only Science which can miake
science truly scientific.

Na science can apply its knowledge
without involving moral science. Ap-

plication of ‘scientific’ knawledge either
cheys moral laws, or violates them,

There are no half measures. What
promotes human unity and welfare is
moral. Al else is im-moral.  There

ir nou other standard of mordlity.

The objectives of the ‘["heos
AMovement are moral objectives,
they are universally desired. But they

can be attained only by obedience to
moral law. “That will eventually pro-
duce the desired results as a matter
of course.  ‘I'e make this clear by
nlcmnn:lmnng the nature and work-
ings of moral laws, is the task of the
T"heosophist.

Bue first he must wnderstand these
wvs, and understand them so well
that he can set them forth in simpte
speech.  One does not fully under-
stand amy subject until he can rell
about it in the simplest forms of his
mother tongue, Until then, his knowl-
edge must be vague even to himsell
and, perhaps for that very reason
fortunately, must remain within him-
self no matter how hard he trie
utter it

I'here, perhaps, is one reason why
scientists, as well as Theosophists, so
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often use words intelligible only ta
fellow-scientists. It is fine for a
1wom, but of little use in mnkmg
“Lruth plain to the common man whe
needs it.  For that, simple specch is
essential. It comes only through un-
derstanding.  The deeper the latter,
the simpler will be the speech. Fhe
hallmark of profundity is simplicity.

Where and how shall such under-

‘brotherhood” merely ‘sound and fury,
signifying nothing’ . . .

His first task is: fo know himsell.
Through that  knowledge, bhe will
come to understand the moral J
which govern him and his affairs. But
remember!  His understanding is in-
complete until he can explain the
nature and operation of these laws in
simple specch, clear to the simplest

standing be found? First of all in people!  “Then, for the sake of those
the heart of the student. There lies  peaple, he suust put his knowledge into
the key. There are the principles of  action.

morality, ‘the light which lighteth “I'heosophy’s larger task ts an ex-
every man that cometh into this  tension of the individual student’s last
world.  In that light, one’s own ex-  step, writ large: T'o apply its knoael-
periences amply prove the operations edge towards stemming today’s de-
of the woral law and show the morat  stractive trends. Lacking moral gov-
causes of those effects, which are one’s  cenment, ‘\Lit‘llLl‘,‘ in the hands of
cxperiences Not without reason is  self-styled ‘experts, rushing man-
the theasophical  student  directed  kind to catastrophe. Iheu, phy alone
mward.  To learn  anything, ome  lolds the knowledge by which catas-
must start where ane stands. ‘e trophe can be averted—if it can be
basis of vour future knowledge s If Theosophists have not already slept
what you have sow: vour own ex-  teo Joog!

perience and that heart-light which is
an eternal part of you.

To wake now, and act! ‘To demon-
strate and to insist on the application
of moral laws: to make those crystal-
clear to the dullest minds—even to

1f & man ignores these, all the pro-
found yet simple truths of Theosophy,
all its source-buoks and text-books.  politicians! Lo insist that affairs be
will be to him no wore than ‘2 tale  governed by moral law. “That, today,
told by an idiot’ and all his talk ot s the task of Theosophy!

- “The solar svstem is a living heing, of which the sun is hoth the brain

s
and tlu- ]mm ‘I'he different planets are the organs of this organic entity,  Qur
earth is one.  They all work together to produce the solar system as an organisin,
or a group of organs. i things cantribute to all things. Nothing happens
on this carth, from the waving of a frond of fern in the wind to the most awful
carthuake the world has ever known, except by such vo-operating cosmic agency.
All are produced mainly by the earth, but with the co-operation of the sun
and nmoon, the planets and comets, for this organic entity mwoves in synchronous
weasures of destiny. U things coutribute ta all things. “The birth of every
baby is produced by the solar system, by the earth, especially by the mother;
yet all things contribute to produce that baby. “The stars do have their effect
upon us, most undoubtedly so; and the sun and planets and comets, becruse
the solar system is an organic living being, and therefore everything within it
anywhere is affected by everything within it everywhere. Surely llu.s i§ true;
and it is a wonderful picture.”

—G. de Purucker, Studies in Occult Philosaphy, p. 205.
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