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A THOUGHT T8 REMEMBER

The term Occultism is variously defined, but never explained, except by
those who do not underseand it, Oceultism (s Magic, but its magicians call it a
science. 1t s a science, but wot like any the warld knows, for it is a science of man
and man's Self. Tt is an are, a skill and a practice, but these are only its peripheral
expressions. 1t is neither philasophy nor metaphysics, when these are conceived as
processes of the mind : Oceultism is heart doctrine, The heart of the ordinary man
i magnetized by persanal desires and passions; where he feels most vividly alive
is in a field below the mind, inferior to thaught, "Fhe heart of the occultist knows
un langer the turbulence, the vulnerability, the uncertainty of human emotions,
no longer avoids the cool honesty of thought and conscience. "The lheart of the
aceultist beats not within, but above, the personal man; it hearkens to the dictates
of the sou! instead of to the confused voices of the senses; it exists beyond the
mind, as mind exists above the braio,

The oceubtist's heart, could it be known, would hardly seem a "heart” at
all, to those whase loves and interests are rooted in personal aerachiments, partisan
causes, ‘Those who rely on passion to energize their enthusiasm, can scarcely com-
prebend the force of dispassion. What kind of being is it, then, who unites
<ympathy of heart with sympathy of mind — who not anly feels the sufferings and
wrongs of athers, but knows, and serves, their needs as well? Still deeper than
that equilibrium of mind achieved, as we suspect, by a few philosophers, is the
unshakable serenity of him who is master of his soul, knower of the Self. That is
the “heaet™ of the oceultist: in him, passion has given way hefore compassion —
which has become in truth the ane energy, the single enthusinsm of the heing. . . .

The powers of an occultist are neither miraculous nor uaiyue, aml they
remain for the most part unnaticed, especially since they are not apt to be spectav-
ularly displayed, in the manner of a psychic skill, The occultise is identified not
by this or that “power,” but by the fact that he has — in any situation and for
whatever hunan emergency or cyelic appartunity — the weeded power.

— From Theosaphy, March, 1947, pp. 193-95, publishied by
The Theasophy Campany, Los Angeles, Califurnta,
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A magic pamie with it power all its own, with a meaning deeper than speech,
’ - L . I -
with a message vinique and emdburing! A name, truly, with a Cosmos in il

T'he pawer of o name lies in the ideal which it represents, in the thought
wlhich it embodics, in the inspiration which it brings forth, And “H.P.B.7 repre-
sents the loftiest ideal of mankind — that of renunciation of self-love and of
tireless labor for the spivitual liberation of the human race from the bondage of
material existence. It embodies the nablest thanght which the Seers and Sages of
all times have proclaimed — that of the essential Unity of all thar is. 1t stands
for the most inspiving idea which the mind can canceive — that of heginningless
and endless evolution along the spiral pathwayvs of the Unmiverse.

Mare than a hundred years ago H.P.B. was horo in 1 country whose chaonie
genius resembled her awn, until the dive of her will Tud shaped her inner life into
a Cosmas. Misunderstoud, persecuted, vicrimized, she stood undanoted amidst the
clashing hordes of a heartless world, anil silenced her foes by the mere pawer of
her Being. Ioxbhaustless in her resistance, nnfathomable in her decpeseated reality,
her 8pirit was anchored in the very depths of Mother-Natare,_ and reached o the
primeval eternities of the Universe.

In an age of decadence and denial, with vorrential energy she cast herseli
against the clowds of matevialisny stifling the spiritual life of man, With
unparalleled force she asserted the transcendent reality of Spirit. With indomi-
table courage she proclaimed the basic principles of Uruth. IPresh and stronge as
the primeval forces of Nature, her characrer was of such magninule as w divide
the world into her adherents and her opponeanrs.

The vast surge of her creative activity swept from one continent ta the ather,
across the distances of L vl sea. The spiritual flame with which she touched
the hearrs of men cleansed theie pamres amd burned away the veil befare 1heir
eyes, As anly thase can who have earped the right to be Teachers, she imparted
new lifesimpetus to the wonld-he disciple and quickeneld to germination the duor-
mant seeds buried within his heart, Only those who have passed through it know
the reality of the burgeoning of energy as possessed by cevtain souls, Some there
are who may feach a truth and yet may not be that eruth, But whe can impare a
tenth in its suvging visality, so that it froctifies in the lives of others, except one
who hinself possesses the richness and depth of this life-impulse by reason of
having become it! Flence Message and Messcoger are invariably one and the
same in the occult baws wperating behind the veil of illusions,

A worthy Messenger of the Masters of Wisdow and Compassion and Peace,
she stood alone, facing the apposition of an unbelieving world. 'le bhigotry of
religious fanaticisim, the skepticism of materialistic science, the vindictive jealousy
of all who knew thar the light she broughe would sonner or later dispel the Jark-
ness in which their own peity schemes were wrought — all these and vastly mare
of a nature which the lnmlrum world, i its blind conceir, is unable 1o perceive,
she mer, faced, and conquered,

‘I'he sward of spiritual knowledge with which she hewed ar the malignant
materialistic groweh of a passing age, she wielded with wisdom and consimmmare
skitl, "Uhe vifes in the leaden puasses of heavy clowlds through which, high above,
we catch today @ glimpse of the infinite blue, bears testimony to the greatness of
the power that rent dhem asunder,

Abused and vilitied, slamdered aml persecuted, she asserted the truth of e
Message which she was sent ta proclaim, and, when the first mad onslaught of
antagonism had subsided, it was seen that her mere presence amang men Tiad coa-
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founded the arrogant vegations of those who laughed at the reality of spititnal
Being,

She lung down the gauntlet to the relipious sectavianisim of her day, with
its paudy citealism and the dead letter of octhodox worship, She (Illllmgc(!
intrenched scientilic dogmas _evolved from minds which saw ll‘l Nuture but_a

fortuitons aggregate of lifeless atoms driven by mere clhance, The regencrative
pasver of her Message burst the constricting shell of a_manbund theology, swept
awiy the empty wranglings of phrise-weavers, and checkmated the progress of
scientilic fallacies,

Taday this Message, like the spring-fload of some mighty river, is n‘prc.ulin;,
far and wide over the earth. The greatest thml.e rs of the age are voicing well-
nigh theosophical thoughes, tnucht'(l sonetimes in the very language which FLP.R,
used. We witness the turning of men's minds towards the treasure-chamber of
esoteric knowledge which she unlocked for us, Some day public recognition will
Le given to the truth of her teachings, to the depths of the source of knowledye
from which she drew, and then H.P.B., the “direct agent” of her Teachers, will
take her rightful place in the history of our spiritual pwakening, among other
Gireat Souls wha have stemmesd the tide of disintegration, puiuted the way to the
mountain-tops of Spirit, and, having shown mankind where T'ruth can he found,
taught it, like the Druids of nld, how to hold that "Uruth against the World.”

L'he_writings of H.P.B. stand by themselves. They speak louder than any
human commentary to those who have ears to hear, aind the ultnte prrouf of the
teachings they contmin rests with the disciple wlin atriaes s mind and Dewre to
the cosmic harmony which they bring to Tight, Teke all mystic writigs throughout
the ages, they conceal vastly ore than they reveal, and they mean to the stuildent
just what he is able to perceive in them — neither less nor more. :

Uncharggred by time, unmoved by the phantasmagoria of the warld’s pageant,
mnluirt by scathing criticisms, unsoiled by the vituperations of perey amd dogmatic
mituls, these writings-stand taday, as they Jdid at the time of their first appearance,
like a majestic rock amidst the foaming crests of an wnruly sea. Their clarion-call
resowmls as powerfully now as it did of yore, and thousands of heart-hungry,
suffering, disillustoned men and women, in search of truth and peace, are turning
thetr eves to the enduring Message contained in P R.s far-thang literary work.

Great Souls, Warriors of Light, descend into our midst from worlds super-
nal. They often are but Messengrers of still grearer Beings completely beyond our
reach or I\('Il. They bring with them another spark of that Promethean five which
kindles upon ouar altars the ames of thoughe, They pass like blazing meteors
thraugh the nighe-sky of lmman sorrow, They monld gigantic structures with
gacdbike hands and vanish sooner or later beyond the mystic veil which bides from
as as vet the world of silent Realities, ‘Their home is there, within a sea of Light
wlich humans call gemions, Truth, creative inspiration, And althaugh for a time
we are unable to follow tleir jowrney and to witness their waork bebiad the veil,
vet we hiave with us tangible proofs of their existence, of their passage through
1his valkey of shadows, and the assurance of their return on the crests of spiratling
cycles when the time is ripe.

We cammend her writings to the weary pilgrim and the secker after enduring
spiritual valnes, They contain the answer to many a hdrmin;_ prablem, Uhey
open wilde undreamt of portals, lt*\t‘dltl!;.. vistas of cosmic splemlor and I.l\l‘lll;_‘
inspiranon. o the faint-hearted but sincere student, they bring new hope and
courage, “['o thase who have alveady traveled on the Path, they are a comiort and
astadf, ms well as a guide and Teacher. And to those few who are alead of others,
valinntly scaling the solitary passes lealing to the Gates of Gold, they convey that
secret knowledge which alone can lift the heavy har which must be raised befure
the Gates admit the pilgeim into the land of Eternal Davwn,
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THE TINAL WAVE

H. P. BLAVATSKY

{Excerpex fram an anicle originally published in Lucifer, Lotdon,
Vol V, November, 1889, pp. 173-74)

“The tidal aave of deeper souls,
Futu wur inmoit being rolls,
Aad Nfts sy wnaseares,
tut of afl meaner cares”

LiONGFELLGSW,

The great psychic and spiritnal change now taking ptace in the realm of the
human Soul, is quite remarkable, 11 began towards the very commencement of
the now slowly vauishing last quarter of our century, and will end — so says a
mystic prophecy —— either for the weal or the woe of civilized humanity with the
present cycle which will close in 1897, But the grear change is not cffected i
salemn silence, nor is it percejved anly by the few. O the contrary, it asserts itsell
amidl a loud din of busy, boisterous tengues, a clash of public apinian, in compari-
son to which the incessant, ever increasing roar even of the poisiest political
agitation seems like the rustling of the young forest foliage, on a warm spring day.,

Verily the Spirit in man, so long hidden out of public sight, se carefully
concealed and so far exiled from the arena nf modern earning, has at last awak.
ened, It now asserts itself v is lowdly re-dlemanding its unrecognized yet ever
tegitimate rights, Tr refuses to be any longer trampled under the brutal foat of
Materialism, speculated wpan by the Churches, and made a fathomless sanrce of
income by thase who have self-constiruted themselves its universal custodians, "'he
former would deny the Divine Presence any right to existence; the larter would
accentate and prove it through their Sidesmen and Church Wardens armel
with meney-bags and collection-hoves. Bur the Spirit in man — the direct, though
now but broken ray and emanation of the Universal Spirit — lias ar last awak-
ened. Tlitherto, while so uften veviled, persecuted and abased chrongh ignorance,
ambition amd greed; while so frequently turned by jusane Pride “into a blind
winderer, like unta a butfoon mocked by a host of buffoans,” in the realm of
Delusion, it remained unheard and unheeded, To-day, the Spirit in man has
returned like King Lear, fram sceming lnsanity to irs senses; and, ralsing its voive,
it now speaks in those authoricacive tones to which the men of old bave listened
reverentinl silence theough incaleulable ages, until deafened by the din and roar of
civilization and culrure, they coulid hear it no longer. | . |

Look areund you and behold ! "Fhink of whae you see and hear, and draw
therefrom your conclusions, The age of crass materialism, of Soul insanity and
blindness, is swifely passing away. A death strngpgle berween Mysticism and
Materialism is no longer at hand, but is already waging, And the party which wili
win the day at this supreme hout will become the mascer of the sitwation and of
the furure; 7. e, it will beeome the antocrat and sole disposer of the milfivns al
men already born anid to be born, up to the latter end of the X Xth century. i
the signs of the times can be trusted it is not the Auimalists who will remain
conqquerars, ['bis is warranted us by the many brive and prolific authors and
writers who have arisen of lare to defend the riphts of Spirtt to reign over matter.
Many are the honest, aspiving Souds now rasing themselves like a dead wall
against the torrent of the muddy waters of Materialism. And facing the hitherto
damineering Hood which is still sieadily carrying off into unknewn abysses the
fragments from the wreck of the dethroned, cast down Human Spicit, they now
command : *'So far hast thow come; but thou shalt go no further!”

Amid all this external discord and disorganization of social harmany ; amid
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confusion and the weak and cowardly hesitations of the masses, tied down 1o the
narrow frames of routine, propriety and cant; amid that fate dead calin of public
thought that had exiled from literature every reference to Saul and Spivit and
their divine warking during the whole of the middle period of our century — we
hear a sound arising. Like a clear, definite, far-reaching note of promise, the voice
of the great human Soul proclaims, in no longer timil tones, the rise and alimnst
the resurrection of the human Spirit in the masses, It is now awakening in the
foremost representatives of theught and learning; it speaks in the Jowese us in the
highest, and stimulates them all to action. The renavated, life-giving Spirit in
mian is boldly frecing itself from the dark ferters of the hitherto all-capturing
animal life and matrer. Behold it, saith the poet, as, ascending on its broad, white
wings, it soars into the regions of real life and light; whence, calm and gadlike,
it contemplates with unfeigned piety those golden jdols of the modern material
cult with their feet of clay, which have hitherto screened from the purblind masses
their true and living gods. . . . :

A new era has begun in literature, this is certain, New thoughts and new
tnterests have created new intellectual needs; hence a new race of authwrs is
springing up. And this new species will gradually and imperceptibly shut out the
ald nme, thase fogies of yore who, though they still reign nominally, are allowed
to o so rather by force of habit than predilection. 1t is not he who repeats
abstinately and parror-like the old hiterary formulae and holds desperately
publishers’ tradicions, who will find himsell answering to the new peeds; not the
man who prefers his narvow party discipline to the search for the long-exiled
Spirit of man aml the now lost rrUTHS; not these, but verily he whe, parting
company with his belaved “autharity,” lifts baldly and carries on unflinchingly
the standard of the Futire Man, 1t is finally those who, amidst the present whole-
sale dominion of the worship of matter, material interests aml sevFisuNess, will
hive bravely fought for human rights and man’s divine natere, who will become,
it they only win, the teachers of the masses in the coming century, and so their
benefactors, '

But wae to the X Xth century if the now reigning school of thought prevails,
for Spivit would ance more be made captive and silenced il the end of the now
caming age, le is not the fanatics af the dead letter in general, nor the iconoclases
and Vandals whe hight the new Spirit of thought, nor yer the nuxlern Round-
hemds, supporsers of the old Puritan religious and social traditions, wha will ever
become the protectors und Saviors of the now resurrecting huwman thongthe and
Spivit, 1t is not these too willing supporters of the ofd cult, and the mediseval
heresies of those who guard like a relic every ervor of their sect or party, whn
jewtously warch over theiv own thouglit lest it should, growing out of its teens,
assimilate some fresher and more benehicent iden — not these whao are the wise
men of the future, It is not for them that the hour of the new historical era will
have struck, but for those who will have learnt to express and put into practice
the aspirations as well as the physical needs of the rising generations and of the
now trampled-down masses, [n order that ene should fully comprehend individual
life with its physiological, psychic and spiritual mysteries, he has to devote himself
with all the fervour of unsellish philanthropy anid love for his brother men, to
studying and knowing coflective life, ar Mankind. Without preconceptions or
prejudice, as also without the least fear of possible results in ene or another direc-
tion, he has to decipher, understand and remember the deep and innermost feelings
andl the aspirations of the poor peaple’s great and suffering heart. 1o do this he
has firse “eo attune his soul with chat of Homanity,” as the old philosaphy teaches;
to thoroughly master the correct meaning of every line and word in the rapidly
turning pages of the Book of Life of stankinn and to be thoroughly saturated
with the truism that the latter is a whole inseparable from his own SELr.
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Flow many of such profound readers of Tife may be fond in our baasted aye
of sciences and cubture ? OF conrse we da not mean aathers alone, but rather the
practical and still unrecognized, thaugh well known, philanthrapists and altruists
af our age; the peaple’s friends, the unselhish lovers of man, and the defenders af
human righe to the freedom of Spivit, Few indeed are such; for they are the care
blossoms of the age, nnd generally the martyrs 10 prejudiced mobs and time-
servers. Like those wonderful “Snow flowers” of Northern Siberia, whicl,
order to shout forth from the cold frozen soil, have to pierce through a thick layer
of hard, icy suaw, s these rare chacacters have ta fight their batdes all their life
with cold indifference wwl human harshaness, and with the selfish ever-mocking
world of wealth. Yet, it is only they who can carry out the task of perseverance,
T'o them alone is given the mission of wirning the “Upgper Ten" of social circles
fram the broad and easy highway of wealth, vanity and empry pleasures inta the
ardunus and thorny path of higher maral problems, and the perception of lofiier
moral duties than they are now pursuing. [t is also those who, already themselves
awakened o higher Soul activiey, are being endowed at the same time with
licerary talent, whase duty it 15 to undertake the pare of awakening the sleeping
Beauty and the Beast, in their enchinted Castle of Frivality, to real life and li;,lzr
Let all those who can, praceed fei rbessly with this idea uppermost in their minid
and they will succeed, 1¢is the rich who have first to be regenerated, if we wouls |‘
do good to the poor; for it is in the former that lies the roat of evil of which the
Tlisinherited” classes are but the too Juxuriant growth, This may seem at hnl.
sight p:trzuluxica , yet it is true, as may be shown,

In the face of the present degrslation of every ideal, as alzo of the noblest
aspirations of the human hearr, becoming each day moce proaminent in the higher
classes, what can be expected from the Ygreat nnwashed” ? It is the head that has
to guide the feet, nnd the larter are to he hardly held responsible for their actions,
Work, therefore, to bring about the moral regeneration of the cultured bug far
more inwnoral classes before you attempe to do the same for our ignorant younger
Brethren, “T'he Latter was unilectaken years aga, and is careied on 1o this day, yet
with no perceptible good resulrs, |=- it not evident that the reason for this ||L~. it
the fact that for a few earnest, sincere and all-sacrificing workers in that tield,
the great majority of the volunteers consists of thase swme Envidous, afira-seliish
classes, who “play at charity” and whase ideas of the ameliararion of the physical
and moral statns of the poor are canfined o the hobby that moaey wad the Ribie
aone can do ir, We say that neither of these can accomplish any pood ; for dead-
letrer preaching and forced Biblesreading develope irvitation and later atheism,
andd money as a temporary help finds aes way into the tills of the public-houses
rather than serves to huy bread with, T'he voat of evil lies, therefore, in a moral,
not inoa physical canse,

If asked, what is it then thar will Tielp, we answer boldly : — "Theasaphical
literature ; hastening to alid that under this term, neither books concerning ileprs
and phenomena, nor the Theosophical Saciety publications are meant.

Take advantage of, and profit by, the “ridal wave” which 15 now bappily
overpowering half of Humanity. Speak to the awakening Spirit of FHlumanity, to
the human Spirir and the Spirit in man, these three in One and the One in All
Dickens and “T'hackeray borh born a century ton late — ar a century toa early -

citme between twa tidal waves of human spiritual lhmu,ht, and though they lhave
done yeoman service individually and indeed cerrain partial reforms, yver they
failed ro rouch Sociery and the masses at barge. What the European world now
needs is a dozen writers such as Dostoevsky, the Russtan authar, whose warks,
though terra freognita for maost, are stilb well known on the Continent, as also i
Fogland and Amervica among the cultured classes, And what the Russian novelist
has done s this: — he spoke baldly and fearlessly the mose wwelcome trodhs 10
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the higher and even te the official classes — the latter a far more dangerous pro-
ceeiling than the former. And vet, behiold, most of the administrative reforms
during the last twenty years are due to the silent and wnwelesme influence of his
pen. ., L.

It is writers of this kind that are needed in our day of reawakening; not
authors writing for wealth or fawme, but fearless apostles of the Tiving Ward of
ruth, moral healers of the pustulous soves of our century, . . .

\Whether “I'heosophists, in the present or future, will ever work out a prac-
tical application af the sugpestion is doubtful, T'o write novels with a moral sense
in them deep enough to stir Society, requires a great literary talent and a born
theosophist as was Dostoevsky — Zola standing outside of any comparizon with
him. Bur such talents are rarve in all countries, Yet, even in the absence of such
preat gifts one may do good ina smaller and loabler way by taking note and
exposing in impersonal narratives the crying vices and evils of the day, by worl
and deed, by publications and practical example, Let the force of that example
impress others to follow it; and then instend of Jderiding our doctrines and aspira-
tions the men of the X Xeh, if not the XX th century will see clearer, and judge
with knowledge and according to facts instead of prejudging agreeably to rooted
misconcentions. Then and not till then will the world find itself forced to
acknowledge that it was wrong, and that [heosophy alone can_gradually create
amankingd as_harmonions and as simple-sonled as Kosmos 1tself; but o effect this
theosophists have to act as such, Having helped 1o awaken thc SPITIE 117 many a
man — we say_this bolilly challenming contradicrion — shiall we naw sfop instead
al swhuming with the Twag, Wave, ’

A~ RENT IN TIHE “VEIL OF ISIS”

le is seventy vears since H.P.R.'s Fris Unveiled was published — an impor-
taat landmark in the history of the modern "Fheosophical Alovement. As pointed
out by Master KLH. ((Mahatma Letters, p. 12171 " 'Isis’ was mot unveiled but
rents sufficiently large were made to afford fitving glances vo be completed by the
student’s awa intaitian. 1o this curry of quotations from varions philosophic and
esaterie truths purposely veiled, behold owr doctrine, which s now being paraally
raught o Europeans for the first time.”

[+ might interest the student to learn that the original manuscript of
FILPLB s was calledl *““The Veil of Isis.” Te s under chis tide that 1, W, Bouton,
the publisher, began to set it up, On May 8, 1877, he wrote to H.P.B., saying
that he had just had an important interview with Chas. Sotheran, one of H,P,B.'s
collaborators, who had brought to his avtention the fact that a work by the same
title hail already been published in Enpgland some years ago. Both Bouton and
Sotheran suggested changing the title w “'lsis Unveiled,” "which it seems ty me
in many respects much better than the other title, for in itself it has a distinct
! meaning which the ather has noc”

The suggested change was adopted, However, the whale of the first volume
mist have heen already set up, as it bears, in the fivst edition and o all the subse-
quent ecditions printed from the same stereo-typed plates, even as late as |BRG, at
the top of each even page, the title ""Uhe Veil of Isis”
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We quate below two outstanding passapes from this work, giving prophetic
glimpses of the future, which to us today is fast becoming the present:

"Deeply sensible of the ‘Fitanic struggle that is now in progress Letween mate-
rialisin and dhe spiritual a2spiratians of mankind, our coustant endeavor has been 1o
gather inte our several chapiers, like weapons into armories, every face and argument
that can be used we aid the lavter in defeating the former. Sickly and defurmed rhild
as it ey i, the nacerialisim of Te-Day is born of the brutal Vesterday, Unless ts
growth is arrested, it may become uvr master, Tt ts the bastard progeny of the French
Revulutien and ivs reaction against apes ub religious higotry and repression. 'Fo prevem
the crushing of these spirial aspirations, the blighting of these hopes, and the sbead-
ening of that intuition which teaches us of a God and a hereafter, we must show our
false thenlogies in their naked deformity, and distinguish benween divine religion and
human dogmas. (e volce is raised for spiriual freedom, and our plea made jor
enfranchisement from all tyranny, whether of Scignce or ‘T'meorosy.” (Yol 1, po xis)
* ... thimgh in the opinion of most of our contemporaries, there has heen bt
atie day of learning, i whuose 1wilight stoed 1he older phitlosophers, aml whase noan-
tide brightieess is all gur swn; and thoogh the testinnmy of seores of ancient aml
mediaeval thinkers has proved valuebess to nuwlern experimenters, as though the
waorld dated from o, and all knowledge were of recent growteh, we will nar toae
hope or courage. ‘I'he moment is more opportune than ever for the review of old
philosaphies. Archaeologises, phifologists, astromomers, chemists and  physicists are
getting nearer and pearer to she |>uim where they will be forced w comsider them.
Physical science has .1|r|:::|(|)' reached its limits of e‘.l(]llul'illlull' du;_,mauc thealogy seus
the springs of its m-.plrauuu dry. Unless we mistake ibe signs, the day is .'1|)|lru‘!(hllr;_,
when the world will receive the proofs that enly ancient religions were in hanoony
with nature, and ancient science embraced all that can be known. Secrets fang kept
may be revealed; books long forgotren and ans long time lost may be brought out
tight again; papyri and parchnents of inestimable importance will toen wp in the
hands of men wha pretend 10 bave unralled them from mummies, ar stombled upon
them in buried crypes; 1ablees and pillars, whoese sculprured revelations will stapper
thenlogians and confannd seiemists, may yet be excavated and interprered. Who Xnows
the possibilities of the future? An era of disenchamment and rebuilding wilt =oun
begin — nay, has already begun, The eyele has alinnst run its course] a new one is
abaul e begin, and she future pages of bistary may conrain full evidence, and convey
full proof that

If ancestry can be in aught believed,
Descending spirits have conversed with man,
And 1ofd him secrers of the world unknown” " (Vol. T, p. 33)

{H MEMORIAM

We record the passing of two staunch enmpanions in the Cause:

Sulamun {Hecht, binely of San |]1|.|..u, Cal., whu left us Mareh 4, 1947, had served our
Movement since Ma} 7, 1892, His is a recsrd af seffless devotivn, \rlf-s:lt'rlh(.tlt!,., grn-
erosity, profoumd conviction, and ceaseless wark, For years he lived ar the New Yok
Hdyrts, as Superintendent of the League of Theosophical Warkers; he originated the
idea of the “Parple Pence™ which became of presr linancial help. He resided more thun
once at the degris, an Paint Loma deing invaluable work in charpe of magazine ~ub-
seviptions; for a time he was President of Chicage Ladge N 7, and ennstructively
prinoted ‘Theosophical Featernization. Solomoan lecht will he remembered as an wu-
standingg example of practicad Theosophy, of high fmegrity, and utter consistency in
principles and conduct.

Major Haubert 8. Turner who passed away March 19, 1947, in Palin Springs, Cal,
was in the RMovement Tor close w half o century. e was a voted invenror, Among his
inventions shonhl he mentioned the "bosy signal” on the wlephone, and the cu-axial cable
—now being laid across the LS. A —the principle of which he derived from ihe teach-
ings in HLPW's Phe Secret Doctrine, Taoahe early days, Blaj, Turner was very active
Katherine ‘Tingley's work in Cubia, His ‘Theosephical lectures and Radie Breadcasts will
Ie remembered by many, He was a valiant supporter of che I'raterlmarmn idea, Having
traveled all vver the world, he was a nuan of universal sympathies, Tefreshing common
sense, aid wnbaunded enthuxiasm i the Cagse of Peace and Croed Will o .1II. “Thetsn-
phia' will especially wiss him, as his pungem articles signed “The Wayfarer” were
eaperly Jooked for by readers. As expressed by one of them: "““Fhe IVIATET 17 01 Nis
way, winging oul away friou eur insecurities aod ivritations inlo a pristine peace he
surely deserves,”




MANAM RBLAVATSRY — A TRIDUTE

MANLY PALMER HALL

When any thoughtful and  fair-
minded person is confronted with a
book like Pricstess of the COceult, by
Gierrrude  Marvin Williams, he s
likely to feel a genuine sympachy for a
persan so unfairly and vindictively at-
tacked, It seems rather cruel and un-
necessary  to set about a  systematic
process of tearing down the life and
work of a distinguished woman who is
not alive to defend herself, and most
of whaose personal friends aml associ-
ates huve also passed on,

Madam Blavatsky was subjected to
coustant persecution during the years
when she was establishing and expand-
ing the Society which she formed. But
she hiad the wisdom and skill to defend
the principles for which she stood, often
by means licrle short of miraculous,
Perhaps, then, it is not entirely coinei-
dental rhat just at the time 1 decided to
write this little tribute ro her memaory,
a copy of a lerter pertinent to the sub-
jeer, written by H.P.B. tn a personal
friend un July 5cth 1890, came into my
possession, As [ am not sure that the
contents ot this private carrespandence
has been published, it seems appropri-
ate to quote several extracts which are
more (o the point than anything that 1
coubit say, Let Madam speak for her-
self,

As usual H.P.B. was in the midst of
her critics, and her cemarks have the
rugged quality far which she was justly
famous, As Mrs, Williams s particu-
larly incensed over Madam Blavatsky's
claims about the existence of mahatmas
and adepts, H.P.B.'s remarks on this
controversial issue might have been ad-
dressed directly to our Denver author-
ess.*)

*) In the passages guated from this
lener written in L.y own handwriting,
the spelling and punctuation have heen left
exactly as they appear in the original, fn a
few cases of obvisas anisspelling of San-
skrit 1erms, the currect transliteration has
been added in brackets. — Ed. Thevso phia,

“All depends, vou see, on what each
of s means by Mehatmas or Masters.
To a lindu, no doubt, from the very
learned Subba Row, down to Babula —
a ‘Maharma,’ Guru or Master, is a
naked Yogi with a chignun of entungled
and unkempt hair on the top of the
head; one who whether an Adweita
{Adwaital, Dwaita or Visishadwaira
[Visishtidwaital, . . . or Vishnava
{[Vaishnaval, or whatever else, follows
the rules of Paranjali, of Chartanya
Sankaracharya [Chaitanya Sankarich-
aryal or any uther of the knowwn acher-
pas Facharvas]; one who calls upon the
name of his 330 crown of deities, re-
peats parrot like his Aums, ete., etc.,
For me and these who Frere the Mas-
ters persenally, our ‘Dahatmas' so-
called, are nothing of the Eind, Olcott
is home, and you may ask him what our
Masters are like, whether frem the de-
seription he had from me in New York
and which was never abrered to this
day, or from the vwo Masters he met
persanally —one in Tombay and the
other in Cashmere, My Mlasters and
the Masters are Yogts amd Munis e
feeto, not de jure; in their life not in
appearance, They are members of an
weeadt Brotherhond, not of any particn-
lar School in India. One of their high-
est Mahachohans ltived in logypr and
went to ibet unh' ayear hefore we did
{in 1878) and he is neither a Vibetan
nor a Hindo ) this ‘Occule Brotherhood’
has not originated in Tiber, nor is it
guly in ‘Tibet now; but what 1 always
safd and maintain to this day is, that
most of its members and sume of the
highest are, and live constantly, in
‘Tibet, because of its iselation and free-
dom from Christians; that its origin is
of untold antiquity, and is as much
Masonic as present Musoncy is Hiile
Masonic; . . . and tinally that if 1|
spoke anly (1o our Fellaws of 1% 8.)
of two or thiee Muastess it is because

my own Masters happen to be a Rajput
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by birth — and ‘Koot hoomi® a Cash-
merian, and therefore these were likely
to be more authoritative with the Hin-
dus than the rest of them, Ask Olcortr,
Sinnett, aml even Hume, and even the
latter could not without saying a lie
tell you that | had not repeated this to
them over and over again adding many
a time that even few lamas knew the
whole truth about the ‘Chapa’ {men-
spirits) as they call them on account of
their having so little to do with the
general muss of che people, | suid and
repeat, that they are fiving men not
‘spirits,' or even Nirmanakapas, that
their knowledge and tearning arve im-
mense, and their personal holiness of
life is still greater — still they are mor-
tal men and none of them O years
old as imagined by some. Whae | saiil
and say, was and is, the truth; those
who will have it, all right; those who
see in what [ say a cleverly concacted
romance by me, are also welcome. . . .
When we wene to Pondichery with
Ofcott ta {form a Branch, instcad of
fifey or sixty members we got but three
or four, Why? Simply because 1 had
sald to an influential memnber that our
Malatmas didd not sit buried in the
earth letting their toe and finger nails
grow a yard long and the birds make
nests in their tap-nots — for such was
his idea. He lefr the .8, and led away
almost all others, Ask Olcate, he must
remember the fact. Apd yet in the very
roam where visitors came to see us, in
the crowd there staad a living Mahat-
met, whom | knew far yvears, who lives
in the neighborhoml, bur whom ao one

seetneid to know i Pondichery, and
whe was mistaken for a Malayalin —
a stranger!”

W¥We cannot expect thase who have nn
conception of an inner mystical life and
no mtention of seeking enlightenment
through the unfeldment of their own
inner faculties to understand or appre-
ciate the esoteric tradition. They will
not investigrate, therefore, cannot equip
themselves with the means of passing
an intelligent judgment,

T'he late Srimat Kuladaganda Bral-
machary, oite of the most deeply ven-
erated of the MMadhwacharya Ovrder,
said to me in Caleutta years ago, “If
the Woest really wantz 1o understand
the Eastern mystics it is not so difficulr,
Selece from your Universities o group
of your owtstanding students and pro-
fessors; semsd them to ws, and let them
remain for five years follawing our in-
structions and obeying aur rules; then
let these men pass judgmeant upon our
methods amd our accomplishmenes.”

T'he thousands of stncere and aspir-
ing men and women in all pares of the
world, whe are proud to acknowledye
the debt which they owe tw Madun
Blavatsky, will be properly indignant
at a book which is so sabviously an
enterprise in catchpenny Jjournalisim,
But they will remuin forever grateful
for the light of Fastern wisdam hroughy
to the West by the white Yogini, We
will always revere her as a faithiul,
unselfizh seyvant of the Alasters of
Wialom, '

OUR TITLE-PAGE

The portraic- of H.P.H, which appears as frontispiece in this issue is but
litrle known to Theasaphists. Blost students arve familiar with the one in which
H. PR, with shaw] wrapt round her head, is looking steaight at us, Some have
referred to it as the "Sphins,” When Messes, Ellior and Fry of Londan took
that portrait in 1888, two further negatives were made, They were rejected hy
PR Phe better of these two is reproduced on our title-page, by kined permission
of Doris Grove, General Secretary, 'he Theasophical Society in Fogland
(Adyar), which lLatter halds the copyright to the partrait, 1t was originally puh-

lished in The Fheosophise, April, 1946,
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NEO-PHYSICS AND “THE SECRET DOCTRINE”

ELECTRICITY .-- A VITAL EMANATION

“In 1882 the President of the Theosophical Society, Col, Olcott, was taken
to task for asserting in ane of his lectures that Electricity is matter, Such, never-
theless, is the teaching of the Oecult Daoctrine, “Force,’ *linergy,’ may be a better
nime for it, 50 long as Ituropean Science knows so Yittle abour ivs true nature; yet
miateer e is, as much as locher is matter, since it is as atomic, thaugh several
remeves from the latter, 1t seems ridiculous to argue thar because a thing is
imponderable to Science, therefore it cannot be called mateer. Electricity is
‘immatertal’ in the sense that its molecules are not subject 10 perception and
experiment; yet it may be — and Occultsm says it is — atomic; therefore it is
nureer. But even supposing it were unscientific to speak of it in snch terms, once
Flectricity 15 called in Science a source of Fnergy, Energy simply, and a Farce —
where is that Force or that Energy which can be thought of withoor thinking of
matter? Nlaxwell, a mathematician aml one of the greatest authorities upon
Electrivity aad its phenomena, said, vears aga, that EKlectricity was matter, naot
motion merely. '1f we accept the hypothesis that the elementary substances are
compased of atams we cannot avaid concluding that electricity also, positive as
well as negative, is divided into definite elementary porvions, which behave like
atems of electricity.” ( Helmholtz, Faraday Lecture, 1881}, We will go further
than thar, and assect that Electricity is not only Substance bur chat it is an ema-
nittion from an Entity, which is neither Gad nor Devil, but one of the numberless
lintities that rule and guide our world according to the erernal Law of Karaal”
{ T'he Secret Doctrine, Vol 1, p. 11}, footnote},

“The particles ot physics can be described in two different ways, (dn the one
hand they are soarces in gravitational or electrical fields, and, being important
chiracreristics of the field, that €, of a space-time struceare, can be reparded as
belonging to the physical warlil. On the other hand, the particles hive rest-masses,
angular momenta, and in same cases at least, electric charges, of dehnite amounts,
or integral multiples of such amaounts, a fact which indicates that they have prop-
erties which cannot be expressed in terins of our concept of space and time alone,
The particles themselves theretore transcend the physical world as previously
defined. They seem to have their ‘roots” in a non-physical world, and they emerge
into the space-time world as sources in g field of force, "Uhey belong 1o the class
of intermedinte elements meationed before,” { From *["he Physical and the Non-
Physical Worlds and theic {ntenmediate Elements,” by v, Gustaf Stromberg,
The Seientific Monthdy, Vol liv, [aouary, 1942, pp, 71-80).

COSMIC UNITY UNDERLYING DIVERSITY

“The Causes of Existence' mean not only the pliysical causes knowa to
science, but the metaphysical causes, the clief of which is the desire to exist, an
antcome of Nidana and Nava, ‘This desire for a sentient life shows itself in every-
thing, trom an atom to a sun, amd 15 a reflection of the DHvine Thought-propelled
into ohjective existence, into a law that the Universe should exist. According to
esuteric teaching, the reul cause of that supposed desire, and of all existence,
remains for ever hidden, and its first emanations are the most complete abstrac-
tions mind can conceive, These abstractions must of necessity be poscalated as the
caust of the material Universe which presents itself to the senses and jncellect;
and they underlie the secondary and subordinate powers of Nuture, which,
anthropomorphized, have been worshipped as God and gols by the commaon herd of
every age. L is impossible to conceive anything without a canse ; the attempt ralo
so makes the mind a blank, | . | These abstractions become more and more conerete
as they approach our plane of existence, until finally they phenomenalise in vhe
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form of the material Universe, by a process of conversion of metaphysics into
phiysics, analogous ta that by which stean can be condensed into water, and the
witter frozen into ice,

L the One Being is the noumenon of all the noumena which we know
must underlie phenomena, and give them whatever shadow of reality they possess,
but which we have not the senses or the intellect to cognize ar present.” (1 he
Secret Dortrine, Vol. |, pp. +4-45).

“YWe have every reason to believe thace off the attributes of Cosmios are inter-
refatedd and form a unified whale. It seems thae the human and animal brains have
elements originating in Cosmos and still retaining their assaciation with their
ultimate, world-transcending source and origin, the origin determining  the
physical as well as the nen-physical qualities of the elements. , . . But Cosmaos
itself is one and indivisible, and it is due to a peculiarity of onr mind and our
nervous system that we picture it in the form of aspects and caregories, | | .

“Matter and life anid consciousness have their ‘roots’ in a world beyonl space
and time, Fhey emerge into the physical world at certain well detined points or
sources fram which they expaud in the form of guiding fields with space and time
properties. Some of the sources can be identiiied with material parvticles, and
others with the living elements vesponsible far arganization and purposeful zctivi-
ties, Some of them exist in our brain as neurones, and some of them have a very
intimate and special assaciation with their ultimate arigin, "Uhey are the roots af
oitr consciousness il the savrces of all onr knowledge,” (. Guseaf Strisnberg,
Op. it pp. 78 & BO),

THE SUN --- OUR COSMIC PARENT

“1f ever this theory of the Sun-Foree heing the primal cause of all life on
earth and wotion in heaven is accepted, and it that other far balder one of Hes-
schell — about certain wrganisms in the Sun — is accepted even as a provisional
hypothesis, then will our teachings be vindicated, and esotecic allegory shown to
have anticipated Modern Science by miltions of years, probably, for these are the
Archaic teachings. , .. It is the Sun-Ruids or Emanations thar impare all motion
and awaken alk into lfe, tn the Sotar Systemn. e is attraction and repulsion, but
nat as undersrood by modern phystes and according o the low of graviey; but in
harmony with the faws of Manvantaric motion designed from the early Sandlhiya,
the Dawn of the rebuilding and higher reformation of the System, | |,

“ ... the Sun is the stere-house of Vital Force, which i the Nagmenay of
Flectricity . . . it is from its mysterious, never-to-be-fathomed depths, thar issue
those life currents which thrill theougl Space, as through the organisins of every
living ching on Farth.” (Fhe Secret Doctrine, Vol, |, pp. 5329.531),

“Although it is but one of the many atomic species which make up living
matrer, carbon ocoupics 4 unique position because of the enormous number of
cotrponiitds it can form, Al animal life Jlerives its coerpgy — as well as the stene-
tural and funcdenal components of all tissues except bone — from the carbon
compounds of plants, "Fhese in turn are capable of taking carbon dioxide, dis-
carded by animals as the waste-product of enerpy consumption, aml resynthesizing
it into eneegy-contatning compounds available again for animal consumption, The
encrgy required, which is therefore the energy consumed by all animal life, is
derived from sunlight, "Vhis process §s known as photosynthesis : synthesis under
the infHuence of light, 11ence all of man's working energy is derived fram the son
through a synthetic process invelving carbon, [t is, therefore, of fundamental
impuortance to man to anderstand howe this is accomplished.” (From e Tuter-
national Control of dtamic Energy, Chap. on Radintsatopes, p, 50, Departient
of State Publication 2661).
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NOTE ON H. P. BLAVATSKY'S FAMILY

For the benefit of thuse unfamiliar with
H.PRs family background, the Following
dara may be of interest. Mer maternal
prand-parents, swhuose portraits are seen
above, were: Andrey Mibatlovich de Fade-
yedl, Privy Councillsr, irector of the De-
partinent of State Lands in the Caucasus,
aml for some vears Gavernor of the Prov-
ince of Saratoff; and Helena Paviovna, ade
Vrincess Dolgorukova. The latler was a
very remarkable person, She was a noved
lenanist, a weman of unusual scholarly ar-
tainnents and of great culiure, which was
veey rare {or a woman uf that perind of
Russian bistary. She was in correspondence
with o aumber of scientists, among them
Sir Roderick bpey Murchison (1792-1871}),
British peolopist and one of the Founders of
the Royal Geographical Suciety, who went
o oan extensive geulogical expedition to
Russia. She spoke five foreign languages
and was an excellent painter. Her extensive
herbariuvin was presented after her death
1 the University of 5t Petersbinrg.

Their eldest daughter (partrait on p,
154, Helena Andrevevoa [(1813-18323, wha
later married Col. Peter von Hahno, grew
up in an atmasphiere of culire and schol-
arship. Yery eavly in life, she became a
toted novelist, her first work being pub-
lished when she was only 23, Her maceiage
was an unbiappy one, mainly due w incom-
patibility and the inability on her part oo
fit intw she nareow groove of her hushand's
milicary dife. In her novels, she pictured
the wreiched position of wamen, their lack
uf appartunity and  education, and raised
the prablem of teir uhimare emancipation,

She was the Brst womnan in Russia 1o o it

by biterary means. Mer best warks are
“thiballa,” "Jelala'd-Din,” "“Theapbany Ab-
Liagio,” and “Eubanka.”™ She wrote under
the psendooym of Zinaida R —, She died
at the age of 2%, amd was hailed by the
greatest Russian literary critic Byelinsky as
a "Russian George Sand.”

The wiher children of the Fadeyeffs were:
Rostislavy  Andreyevich, Major-Ceneral in
the Anrnillery, Juint Sceretary of State at the
Ministry of the Interior, and 2 ooved writer
on subjects of military steategy; Nadeehda
Andreyevna (1823-1919), wha never mar-
ried and was for some years 8 member of
the Council of the Chensophical Sociciy;
Katherine Andreyevna, who married Yuliy
I, de Witte and was the muher of e
famous statesman, Counl Serguey Y. de
Witte: and Anally Eudoxia Andreyevna,
macried ta Jelibovsky.

1.0 father, Col. of Artillery Deter
Alexeyevich von llahn (d. 1873}, sen of
Gen, Alexis A, von Hahn sod Countess
ven Probeting, descended from an  old
Meckleaburg (Germany) family, Hahn van
Ruttenstern-Halin, one branch of which had
esnigraced to Russia many years before.
Afier the untimely death of his wike, and
owing o his consant travels, he %iad his
chililren stay with, and he educared by,
their grand-muaher, Velena P de Fadeyedi.
These children were: 1lelena 'cirovaa,
whao later married Gen. Nikifor Blavatsky;
Vera Petrovna, who married first Yahon-
tolf and then Jelihavsky, her own cuusin,
and Lecame a well known writer of chil-
drven's sories; Leantd, with whom I1LPR.

siayed fur some time in Puris; and Adex-
ander, who died in infancy,
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TRACES OF H, P, B.
Excerpts from the Reminiscenees of Prinee A, L Buryatinsky, by Gen, P, §,

Nikolayefl, which appeared in the Istarichesky Festaik (Nisworical Messenger),
St. Petersburg, Russia, Yol vi, December, 1885, pp. 622-624.

... In that room there was a perpetual
uproar; in it weee being sertled oot
only the problems of Furnpe, but of the
whole waorld, and my late frieml, Ros-
tistav Andreyevich de Fadeyeff, could
justly be called the presiding genius of
these sturtay debates. e spoke very
well and with originality, and a circle
of listeners constantly crowded around
himy, Fadeveff is too well known, for
me o speak about him, But lis entire
family was so noteworthy thae | cannot
hetp but pause in my reminiscences and
tarry in loving thought on the years
when | was acyuainted with it,

The ohl pentleman, Andrey Milail-
evich de Fadeyedt (father of Rostislav),
in spite of his mdvancing years, wis in
possession of the full vigor of his in-
tellecenal  capacities, and  his  stories
about the latter years of Emperor Paul's
reipn, and the entire reign of Alexan-
der |, took us back into those remate
times,

15

His wife, Helena Pavlevna, ade
Princess Dolgorukova, was a most re-
murkable person, due to her vast know|-
edpe in the domain of natural sciences,

T'he hushand of the second daughter,
Katherine Andreyevna, the late Y, I,
de Witte, a graduate of two foreign
universities and an outstanding func-
tionary in the administracion of Prince
Baryatinsky, was without doubt one of
the most cultured individuals in "Tillis,

T'he eldest sister of Rostislav, Blad-
am von Jlaho — then some years de-
ceased — il wha wrote winder  the
psewdonym of Zinaida R, was une of
the muost revered writers of her time.

T'he other two daupghters, I, AL de
Witte and H. A, de Fadeyvetf, were in
perfect harmony with all the outstand-
ing members of that family. Tt we wld
to what has alveady been said the geamd
olil-fashioned cordiality and hospitalicy
which characterized the Fadeyeffs, it




will be plain o everybady why an ace-
quaintance with them left mose pleas-
ant memoties behind,

T'hey were living in the ancient man-
sion of the Princess Chavchavadze, the
very huilding itseff careying the -
print of something peculiar, something
that evaked the epoch of Catherine the
Civeat, A long and gloemy hall, hung
witl the family portraits of the Fade-
veffs and the Princes 1Molgoruky; then
the drawing-reom, its walls covered
with Gobeling — a present from the
Finpress Catherine to Prince Chav-
chavadze; this was adjoined by the
apartment of Miss N, A, de Fadeyefi,
in itself ane of the most remarkable
private museums — such was the ser-
ting of this maasion, Fhe exhibits in
this musewm were unique on account
of their variety: weapons from all over
the world, goblets and plates, archaic
domestic utensils, Chinese and Japanese
idols, mosaics, icons of the Byzantine
epoch, Persian and Tuckish  textiles,
embronlered with silks and gold, stat-
ues, paincings, petriliesd  fossils, and,
finally, a very rare and precious library,
T'he emanctpation of the serfs altered
in ne way the life of the Fadeyeffs,
their enormous retinne of Jdomestics
rennining with them as hired people,

aml everything went on as of yore, com-
fortahly aml in plenty. | Toved to spend
my evenings with them. At a quarter
to' eleven, the old gentleman waould
retire, shuffling along the Hoor in his
warm  slippers, Without disturbance,
supper would be brought inta the
drawing-room, rthe doors would be
tightly shut, and an animateld conver-
sation would ensue. At times it was
contemiporanecus literature or curvent
problems of Russian life that were
being analysed; at other times one lis-
tened to the narrative of some traveller,
ar the account of some sunburnt officer
just back from the battle-tield ; some-
times there came the old Spanianl-
Mason, Quartang, with his tales of the
Napoleonic wars; or again it was
Radda-Bai (Helena Petrovana HKlavat-
sky, grand-daughter of A, AL ile Fa-
deyeit) who called forth from her past,
stormy episades of her life in America,
At times the conversation wanhl take 2
mystical turn, and Radda-Bai would
evoke invisible beings. The candles
would glimmer low, the figures on the
Gobelins would appear to come to life,
unwittingly one felt a creepy sensation,
while the FEastern sky was already
lighting up against the dark background
of the sauthern night. . ..
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A THOUGHT TG REMEMBER

I what manner is a Theosophist . , , different from any other idealist
aminngst the hundreds of organizations in the world? . . . there is something
indefinable that does mark out the true Theosophist from other welfare-workers.
VWhat can that mark be?

It is largely in his attitude to the problems round him, Fach of us is sur-
rountded by intellectual and emotional fogs, one succeeded by another, presented
te him at birth as the heritage of which he should be proud -~ his race or colour or
caste, and his religion. . . . Perhaps the first fog to dissipate is that of religion; as
Theosophists we begin to realize that ““I'here 15 no religion higher than Truth,”
and that all relipions are “the Way.” "The hardest fog to dissipate is that of colour,
race and caste,

But perhaps the true “mark” of the Theosophist is his interest in universals,
especially in all that concerns mankind everywhere, He is a true representative of
the famous line of the Roman Terence: “I consider nothing that concerns man
alien to me.” But in addition to this Humanitarianism, which happily thousands
possess who are not “Theosophists by name, the Theosophist surveys all problems
“fram the Centre.” 1t is not only that nothing human is alien to him; his interests
izo beyand, for nathing anywhere in Nature . . . is “alien™ to bim. Indeed he goes
farther still, for he realizes that he cinnot “see” rightly unless he sees every prob-
femy fram the Centre. -

At first the inquirer nto Theosophy is however apt to be dazed by this vision
presented to him from the Centre. He is acutely aware of his own troubles, his
want of light, and he seeks a remedy that “touches the spot.” He feels uncom-
fortable and restless when he is assured that his individual problem is the problem
that faces all others, and that until he removes himself out of his individual centre
and places instead mankind there, he cannot find the true remedy for his troubles,
It takes the inquirer long to feel profoundly interested in that larger himself which
i= not he, but the millions of whom he is a part.

-——C. Jinarajadasa, The Theosophisi, April, 1947, pp. 1-2.
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LAST CALL FUR TOMORROW!

Periodic inventories are essential to good business,

When did you last take stock of your mental assets, and surveyed your list or
cmotional liabilities? In the ancitent era of the pre-Hiroshima mankind ?

If so, you had better start right now balancing your books, lest yoeu find
vourself b.mkrupt and aut of business.

For you see, my friend, You and 1 stand today on the threshold of an open
door. Beyound it is Tomorrow . . . and a playiul breeze is Blowing from Tomaorrow,
right ¢hrough the open door. , ..

Why not step aver the threshold ., . right now _ . . with one resolute step

.. and tind yourself Itast of ‘Today . .. a citizen of the world . . . a man without
a country . . .

Yes, a men without a country, For only those who have become citizens of
the whole world kinow the pass-ward of Tomorrew and have therefore the righ
to enter into the Land of a New Dawn,

"~ But before You and 1 can enter, we have to become fully aware of a great
many things besides the Equation of Kinstein, upan which the outward shape of
the Atomic Age is built, We have to take stock of our mental and emotional
investments, and willingly to submit to some urgently needed surgery.

The World we live in is Onre World, Science has made it so for us. Under its
impact, the antipodes have become neighbors, and time has been eliminated from
the intercourse of men. We are all here together, and we are all here zow. So
what are we going to do about it?

Familiar concepts, cherished slogans, traditional moulds, will have to be
given up. Medieval patterns such as “national sovereignty,” “patriotism,” “‘cluss
struggle,” “racial superiority,” ‘““feudal rights” which infest well-nigh two-thirds
of mankind even today, will have to be abandoned and overthrown. In vour miinl
and mine, they belong to the “conditioned reflexes” of a dead era, the era of a
divided mankind, the antediluvian epoch in the history of the human race, centu-
ries and centuries ago, in the pre-atomic era . . . when repacious armies and arro-
gant war-lords and goose-stepping hordes tramped up and down the world in
search of rapine and '‘victory” of a defeated foe, This was the brazen era of narrow
boundaries, and tribal privileges, and caste distinctions, bred by ignorance and
delusion, fed by selfishness and grecd

[hc Book of Life is opened now at a new Lhapter Across the page there runs
the heading: “Global Consciauspess,” and the sub-title: “T'owards a Living
Brotherhood of the Human Race,” Can you focus your vision on these? If nor,
your eyesight is poor. Iixercise it, Strengthen it, Get the right perspective, until
every letter of these words stands out clear and steady on the page of the Book of
Life . . . your life and mine, the life of the teeming millions, here, there and every-
where . . . the illiterate millions of China and Endia, the exploited millions of the
Colonial Empires, now crumbling into dust, and the lesser throngs of fever-infested
jungles, struggling up towards the light of the New Era,

Are you afraid of war? Why worry? T'here can be no more war, as our
distant anvestors of the pre-atomic age knew it, There can be only mmihilation

. complete, final, irrevocable, over-night. If it comes, you and [ probably won't

+ know the difference. Can it come? Hardly, Mankind is being watched ; it is being

guided ; it is being nursed along; it is protected both from its own follies and from
dangers which transcend its present understanding, Why be afraid ? Cleanse vour
mind, throw off the ballast of traditions, open the windows wide, let the “Wind
of the Spirit” blow jts fragrant breezes into your very face . . . and step over the
threshold inte T'omorrow. Tt is as simple as that.

Beyond the doorway of Temorrow the pattern of life is changed from our
more familiar scenes, Our traditional Joyalties to fragments of the whole — race,
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'[ldtlUll soctal Older 1ec1derb mantutmnf-‘. pdrtiu orgﬂm/ ltmns castes anid creeds
— 111u~,t make way fora greater loyalty, 103 alty to the Whele, lm alty to Mankind,

QOut of the hard facts of Einstein's LEquation arise certain incontrovertible
conclusions. Mateer and encrgy are aue, T'he visible and the intangible are one.
“I'he spiritual and the naterial concerns of mankind are inseparable. I'his means
that civilization must be based an intangibles. "L'hese intangibles are ethical and
spiritual, and they are as much more potent than the material forms and shapes, as
the electronic energies are more patent than their third cousins of the molecular
world, .

"Uhe mad race for “raw materials,” “world markets,” “buffer states,
harbors,” “island bases,” and “controf of atomic weapons,” is becoming with
every hour more and more out-of-date, representing as it does mental and emo-
tional patterns which belong to the scrap-heap of blasted delusious, in a world
which is fast becoming a closely-knit family of peoples;: people whase daily needs
and interests are not very much different from those of your casuat acighbors at
the drug-store counter. fust fancy these fighting for the undivided control of the
supar-bowl, or demanding the formatien of a buffer-state of empty seats between
themselves and vou! What is preposterously absurd in the small is even maore
absurd on a grander scale, when you come to think of it. lsa’t it?

If the energics liberated from inside the Atom are to be controlled and used
wisely, they must be administered by men who are at feast as universal as is the
Atom itself. "These men must represent no nation in particular, and no vested
interest as such. "Fhey must be citizens of the World — men withaut a country,
truly. Their syipathies must be world-wide, and their allegiances miust be centered
upon Ldeals and Ideas, not personalities or structuval forms, They must be
Trustees for the Hwman Race, in whose hands is the safety of Mankind as a whele,
and the future well-heing and progress of the entire global civilization, Our age
fras such men and women, "They are more numerous than our doubting Thotases
would want us to believe, "Uhey stand, with you and me, on the threshold of
T'omarrow ; some of them have already crossed it. Why are they not in overwhelm-
ing numbers in the Halls of the People? s it not perchance because You and |
have faited to place them there? A grave thought this! A still graver responsibiliey!

But you are a Theosophist, 1 hear. So of course these thoughts must he quite
familiar to you. Sectarianism,. parochialism, dogmatisin, intolerance, the love for
outworn traditions, the inertia of spiritual somnolence, the dead-weight of sel{-
complacency, the barbed wires of emotional entanglements — all these are foreign’
to the Movement. .,

1 see you shake your head ,

Maybe T have at that,
Let's take stock . . . let’s make the inventory. Liabilities on one side — nssces

on the other, Relics of medieval patterns to the left — ro keep company witly
feudal moulds, blind superstitions, and paleolithic throwbacks. Vaulting aspira-
tins and a living faith in Temorrew to the vight — to blend with the whisperings
of the inner god, urging us to vonguests of the Spirit, Deal weight of mental
fossils to one side of the ledger — soaring dreams, star-lit visions, winged thoughis
to the other,

Where do we stand ? What is gur chance — vours and mine — to step now
over the threshold of Tomorrow?

O the crowded airport everything is ready. Last minute details are adjusted,
The pilot checks his instruments, "The fagship of a World Unired is about to take
uff. Destination — Tomorromw.

Where do we stand — You and 1?2 Are we in the waving crowd ? Or are we
in the ship?

Last Call for Tomorrow!

“lee-free

. have 1 taken too many things for granted again?

L8
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ANE CHELAS “MEDIUMS?”

H. P. BLAVATSKY

(Originally published in The Theosaphist, Madras, Vol V, June, 1884, pp. 210-11.
One af the most authoritative and important articles hy H. P. Bla\atsk} We hope
our readers and students will give it the close attention which it deserves. It is of
special value at the present time. — Editor).

According to the newest edition of the “fmperial Dictionary,” by John
Qgilvie, LL.I3., “A meditn is a person through whom the action of another being
is said to be manifested and transmitted by animal magnetism, or a person through
whow spiritual manifestativns are claimed 1o be made; especially one who s said
ta be capable of holding interconrse with the spirits of the deceased.”

As Occulsists do not believe in any communication with the “spirits of the
deceased” in the ordinary acceptation of the term, for the simple reason that they
know that the spirits of “the deceased”’ cannot and do not come down and commu-
nicate with us; and as the above expressian by animal maguetiser” waould prob-
ably have been modified, if the editor of the “Tmperial Dictionary” had been an
Occeultist, we therefore are only concerned with the first part of the definition of
the word “Medium,” which says: “4 Medium is a person, through whom the
action of another being is said to be manifested and transmitted;” and we should
like to be permitted to add: "By the either consciously ar unconscionsly active will
of that ather being”

It would be extremely difficult to find on earth a human being, wha could
not be more or less influenced by the “.dnimal Magnetisin® or by the active 1 i/
{which sends out that “Magnetism™) of another. If the beloved General rides
along the front, the soldiers become all “Mediums.”” They become filled with
enthusiasm, they follow him without fear, and storm the death-dealing battery.
One commaon jmpulse pervades them all; each one becomes the “Medium’ of
ancther, the coward becomes filled with heroism, and only he, who is no medium
at all and therefore insensible to epidemic or endemic moral infuences, will make
an exception, assert his independence and run away,

The “revival preacher” will get up in his pulpit, and although what he says
is the most incongruous nonsense, still his actions and the lamenting tone of his
voice are sufficiently impressive to produce ““a change of heart™ amongst, at least,
the female part of his congregation, and if he is a powerful man, even sceptivs
“that came to scoff, remain to pray.” People go to the theatre and shed tears or
“split their sides’” with laughter according to the character of the performance,
whether it be a pantomime, a tragedy or a farce. T'here is no man, except a genuine
block-head, whose emotions and consequently whose actions cannot be influenced
in some way or other, and thereby the action of another be manifested or trans-
mitted through him, All men and all women and children are therefore Medfwms,
and a person wha is not a Afedium is a monster, an abortien of nature; because he
stands without the pale of humanity,

The ahove definition can therefore hardly be considered sufficient to express
the meaning of the word “Medium" in the popular acceptation of the term, unless
we add a few words, and sav: “A medium is a person threugh whom the action of
anather being is said to be manifested and transmitted to an abnormal extent by
the consciously or unconsciausly active will of that other being.” "I'his reduces the
number of “Mediums™ in the world ro an extent proportionate toa the space around
which we draw the line between the normal and abnormal, and it will be just as
difficult to determine wha is 1 medium and who is not a medinm, as it is to say
where sanity ends amd where insanity begins, Kvery man has his little “weak-
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nesses,”” and every man has his little “medivmship” ; that is to say, some vulnerable
puint, by which he may be taken unawares. "Uhe one may therefore not be consid-
ered really insane; neither can the other be called a “medium.” Opiniens often
differ, whether a man is insane or not, and so they may differ as to his mvdmrmhm
Now in practm'll fife a man-may be very eccentric, but e is not considered Tnsane,
until his insanity reaches such a degree, that he does not know any more what he
is doing, and is therefore unable to take care of himself or his business.

We may extend the same line of reasoning to Mediums, and say that only
such persons shall be considered mediums, who allow other beings to inlluence
them in the above described manner to such an exteni that they luse their self-
rontrel and have no more power or will of their own to regulate their awn actions,
Now such a relinquishing of self-control may be either active or passive, conscious
or unconscious, voluntary or involuntary, and differs according to the nature of
the beings, who exercise the said active influence over the medium,

A person may consciously and voluntarily submit his will ro another being
and become his slave, T'his other being may be a human being, and the mediom
will then be his obedient servant and may be used by him for good or bad purposes,
“I'his other * heing” may be an idea, such as love, greediness, hate, jealousy, avarice,
or some other passion, and the effect on the medium will be proportionate to the
atrm;,rh of the idea and the amount of self-control left in the medium. This “other
being” may be an elementary or an elcmcnml, and the poor m(‘dlum become an
epileptic, a maniac or a criminal. This “other being” may be the man’s own hlghrr
principle, either alone or put into rapport with another ray of the collective uni-
versal spiritual principle, and the “medium” will then be a great genius, a writer,
a4 poet, an artist, 2 musician, an inventor, and so on. This “other being” may be
ane of those exalted beings, called Mahatmas, and the conscious amd voluntary
medinum will then be called their “Chela,”

Again, a person may never in his life have heard the word “Medium’ and
still be 2 strong Medium, although entirely unconscious of the fact. His actions
may be more or less influenced unconsciously by his visible or invisible surraund-
ings, He may become a prey to Elementaries or Elementals, even without knowing
the meaning ef these words, and he may consequently became a thief, a murderer,
a ravisher, a drunkard or a cut-throat, and it has often enough been proved that
crimes frequently become epidemiic; or again he may by certain invisible influences

be made to accomplish acts which are not at all consistent with his character such
as previously knowe, He may be a great liar and for ance by some upseen influence
be induced to speak the truth; he may be ordinarily very much afraid and yet on
sotne great occasion and on the spur of the moment commit an act of heroism; he
may e a street-robber and vagabend and suldenly do an act of genevosity, cre.

Furthermore, a medium mav know the sources from which the influence
vomes, or in mere explicit terms, “the nature of the being, whase artivn is traus-
wmitted throngh him,” or e may not know it. He may be under the influence of
his own seventh principle and bmagine to be i communicatian with a persanal
Jesus Christ, or a saint; he may be in rappart with the “intellectual” ray of
Shakespeare and write Shakespearean poctry, and at the same time imagine that
the personal spirit of Shakespeare ts writing threugh him, and the simple fact of
his believing this or that, would make his poetry neither better nor worse. He may
be influenced by some Adept to write a great scientific work and be enrircly 1Zno-
rant of the source of his 1n-p|rat10n or perhaps imagine that it was the “spirit” of
Faraday or Lord Bucan that is writing threugh him, while all the while he would
be acting as a “Chela,” although ignorant of the fact.

From all this it follows that the exercise of mediumship consists in the more
or less complete giving up of self-control, and whether this exercise is good ar bad,
depends entively on the use that is made of it and the purpose for which it is done,
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This ag'lm depends on the degree of knowledge which the mediunustic person
possesses, i regard to the nature of the being to whose care he either voluntarily
or nwohmtan]y relinguishes for a time the guardianship of his physical or intellee-
tual powers. A personn who entrusts indiscriminately those faculties ta the influ-
ences of every unknown power, s undoubtedly a “crank,” and cannot be consid-
ered less insane than the one who would entrust his money and valuables to the
first stranger or vagabond that would ask him for the same. We meet occasionally
such peaple, althongh they are comparatively rare, and they are usually known by
their idiotic stare and by the fanaticism with which they cling to their ignorance.
Such people ought to be pitied instead of blamed, and if it were possible, they
shauld be enlightened in regacd to the danger uhu,h they incur; but whether pt
Chela, whe consciously and willingly lends for a time his mental faculties to a
supetior being, whom he knows, and in whose purity of motives, honesty of pur-
pose, intelligence, wisdom and power he has full confidence, can be considered a
“Medium" in the vulgar acceptation of the term, is a uestion which had better he
left to the reader —— after due consideration of the above — to decide for himself.

THE COSMIC CLOCK

L. GORPON PLUMMER

No timepiece constructed by human Once we are willing to accept the
hands ever compared in beauty, preci-  fundamental proposition that life is
sion, and dependability to the Cosmtc  all-permeant, we can go a step far-
Clock, whose mainspring is Universal  ther, and acknowledge that Divine Na-
Consciousness, and  whose balance ture has her agents who perform their
wheel is Solar [ntelligence. T'he dial of  duties under the watchful eye of Kar-
this clack is the star-strewn canopy of man,
night, and the woving hands are the We are taught that there are tuwo
planets as they journey hither and yon, main lines of evolution, representing
on their own appointed paths, the spiritual and the corporeal activi-

If the Esoteric Philosophy did noth-  ties in nature. The former we call the
ing more for us, it is invaluable in that  Architects, and the latter we call the
it persuades our minds to reach out, to  Builders. Tt is not possible, 1 suppose,
expand and to grow. The human mind ta draw a sharp line of demarcation
is capable of shaping itself to the jdeas between the two, as they evidently
that we hold dear, and what is moere merge and overlap, but it may be said,
appealing to the eager intellect than  speaking broadly, that the Architects
the exercise of penctrating iato the represent the Hierarchy of Compassion
vastness of the heavens, with the teach- i the Universe, and that the Builders
ings of T'heosaphy regarding Life Uni-  are the hosts of entities busy executing
versal to guide us? the plans of the Architects. It is thus

As a prelude to a study of the Cos-  that the universes came to their birth
mic Clock, it will be worth our while and maturity, their flowering and de-

. to review oune ot two basic concepts of  cay, for even the galaxies run through

universal consciousness. In the first  their own cosmic life-cycles. It s thus
place, the universe is alive in the fullest  that the lesser cycles of the planets, and
sense of the word. This statement al-  the still smaller ones of human civili-
lows ample consideration to be given zations, run their span, And so amaz-
to aspects of life unfamiliar to us, be-  ingly linked together are ‘the destinies
cause we may learn to recognize it un- of the stars and of man that we are
der many guises and working in innu-  surrounded by a never-ending drama
merable ways. of great wonder.,
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And here is the theme behind the
study of the Cosmic Clock: [t is part of
the plan of the Aschitects that from
time to time members of the Hierarchy
of Compassion should take an active
hand in the destiny of the world. And
since this has been going on from time
immemorial (and aot on our Earth
alone) we can understand that the im-
pulses that eventually work themselves
out as the great religions and philoso-
phies of the world are cosmic in their
origin, and work in the world through
appropriate agents whom we have
learned to call the Great “T'eachers and
Saviors, 1t should be ebvious that these
Divine impulses require the right con-
ditions in order to be felt, and that
conditions have to be brought about by
mankiand itself with the help of Nature.

Man does his part when the yearn-
ing for more light becomes so strong
that it resolves itself into a call that
cannot be denied. When suffering has
worked its painful magic so that men’s
hearts are apened, the light within
shines forth, and is met by the greater
light from above.

Nature does her part when the cos-
mic hour strikes, and the earth is suf-
fused with the glow of Cosmic Com-
passion, a powerful energy which is
capable of quickening and inspiring the
greatest minds on earth, because it is
verily the mainspring of life.

Do not the eld legends tell us that
when a great one achieves the fruits of
initiation, all Nature rejoices, and the
Earth is flooded with her benediction?

T'he purpose af this article is to in-
quire into the implication in the phrase:
“when the cosmic hour strikes.” ‘Fhe
manner in which the Hierarchy of
Compassion works at the appropriate
time is another study, and one to he
dwelled on in the silence of one's
thoughts, so there is little that can be
sald about it in a magazine article, Let
us rather consider the motions of the
hands of the Cosmic Clock, Think first
of the planets as the living “mansions”
in “my Father’s House.” This idea of
the planets being alive is strictly in ac-
cord with the teachings of the Ancient

Wisdom, and it wiil be born out in the
explanation of 2 certain phenomenon
that we must now consider,

In the nceult science of numbers, we
see patterns which take the form of
harmonious propotrtions, which repre-
sent  certain lines  of  evolutionary
growth to which all the entities of 2
given type adhere more or less closely.
The fact that there is deviation from
the ideal pattern is evidence of indi-
vidual will and destiny. It detracts in
no way from the importance of the pat-
tern, Let us take just ane instance, In
dverage man, enjoying average good
health, and under normal conditions,
the heart-beat is 72 each minute, Obvi-
ously there will be a fair margin on
either side of this number, so that you
may find the counts' ranging from 60
up to 85, or possibly in some cases, 90 ;
nevertheless, 72 heart-beats 1 minute
may be taken as the norm, Now we are
going to endeavar to find an idesl pat-
tern for the motions of the planets,
allowing a certmin margin of deviation
from the pattern, to be explained by
the fact that the planets themselves are
alive, Thus in certain periods of their
development they might adhere guite
closely to the patteen, and at other
times the deviation might be relatively
great,

‘I'he manner in which the “ideal pat-
tern” is here arrived at is one which
would require a lengthy discussion of
occult mathematics, Suffice it to say
that certain numbers appear te {it into
the pattern better than others, "1'o many
students, these numbers will look fa-
miliar,

We shall make a table of the plane-
tary time-periods {revolutions around
the sun) — for the “sacred” planets of
the ancients — in earth-days, and in the
second column, place the ideal numbers
as they fit into the planetary periods,

Planets Astronomical period Occult period

Mercury 8% days

Yeous 225 216 "
Earth Ins " 350 v
Mars 689 " 648
Fupiter 4,380 " 4,320 ¢
Satern 104,753 7 1,800 v

The least common multiple of the

Lo

90 days P+ ‘
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occult periods may be found in the usual
manner, and it is seen to be 388,800
days, which would mdicate that after
that number of days from now, the
planets would occupy the same position
in the sky that they ocenpy at the pres-
ent motment, disregarding for the mo-
ment the deviations before alluded to,
I'his time-pertod may be becter ex-
pressed as 1,080 years. "This is particu-
larly interesting to “I’heosophical stu-
dents because they will readily see that
it is just one half of the Messianic
cycle of 2,160 years, "Fhis fits in with
the pattern suggested by the sunspot
cycle, which is astronomically about
Lt to |2 yvears, though from an oceult
standpoint it may be considered to be
12 years, and fits in neatly with the
revolutionary period of Jupiter. The
fact is the polarity of the sun-spots is
reversed in each so-called sun-spot
cycle, so that it really takes 24 yews
or twice the sunspot cycle to re-establish
the solar polarity, That the least com-
mon multiple of the planetary periods
tolows this same pattern is no mere
coincidence, but one more indication
of Cosmic law and order.

One final note on the number 2,160,
‘This is stgnificant to students of the
Ancient Wisdom as being the duration
of the Messianic Cycle, which marks
the appearances of the Avatiras, a cer-
tain type of Great Teacher.

Fhis  time-period  also marks  the
passage of the First Point of Aries
through one of the constellations of
the Zadiac, and is thus 1/12 of the
Precessional Cycle of 25,920 years.

Supposing that at a certain time the
planets are more or less in a straighe
tine in respect to the sun's position.
Then at the close of an “ideal” cyele
of 2,160 vears, they would once mnre
occupy a similar position in the sky
veith the polarity of the Solar System
as i is today, U'lhis is highly important
in view of the teachings that we have
had concerning the appearance of the
Avatiiras, and the companion-teach-
ings about Initiation. Verily the Gods
wait unttl the hour has struck, and
then descend to teach mankind to
awaken to an awareness of its own
divinity, an inner Godhood which is
in no wise foreign to the Godhood of
the stars.
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ROCKET FLIGHTS AND) BECULTISM

BORIS DE ZIRKOFF

Some sixty-five years ago, namely, in
October, 1882, in a letter written by
Master K.H. 10 A.P. Sinnett, in an-
swer to his gquestions, the following
passage can be found:

We know of no phenomennn in na-
ture entirely uncennected with either
magnetism oF electricity — since, where
there are motion, heat, friction, light,
there magnoetism and its alter ego {ac-
cording 1o sur humble opinion} — elec-
tricity will always appear, as either
cause or effect — or rather both if we
but fathom the manifestation to its
erigin. All the phenomena of earth
currents, terrestrial magpnetism and
apmaospheric electsicity, are due to the
fact that the earth is an electrihed con-
ductor, whose puotential is ever chang-
ing owing to its rotalien and its an-
nual orbital motion. But then
Science would be unwilling to admit
that all these chaoges are due 10
akasiv magnetism incessantly generat-
ing electric currents which tend tw re-
store the disturbed equilibrium. . . .
Earth's magnetic attraction of meleorie
duyst, and the direct influence of the
tatter upon the sudden changes of
temperatuce especially in the matter
of heat and cold, is not a seitled ques-
tivn s the present day. . . . 1 won-
der how Science has oot hitherto un-
derstood that every atmospheric change

and disturbance was due to the com-

hipned magnetism of the two great
masses berween which our aumosphere

is compressed. 1 call this mereoric dust

a “mass” for it is really one. High

ubipve our earth’s surface the air s

impregnated and space flled with mag-

tietic, or metepric dust, which does nor
bBelang to our solar svstewn ., . the Sun
has nothing ta do whatever with rain
and very little with heat . . . we aff
knowe, that the heat that the earth

receives by radiation from the sun i

at the utmoss ene thivd if oot tess of

the amount received by her directly
from the meteors {The Makatma Let-

ters, pp. 160-162).

‘T'his deserves our closest attention.
At the time these passages were writ-
ten, and until comparatively recent
date, it was the accepted belief that
the temperature of the aiv gradually fell
as the distance from the earth increased,
At about eight miles up, it was some
70 degrees below zera Fahrepheit, and

was supposed to continue to fall with
increasing height, towards “the intense
cold of outer space.”

The theoretical researches of the
Russian pioneer, Dr. Vassily Fessen-
koff, DDr. Appleton of England, and
Dr. Guttenherg of Caltech, showed,
however, that there was reasonable
ground to believe that many mniiles
above the intensely cold region already
explared by balloons and airplanes,
there existed a stratum af considerable
heai.

1)irect observational proofs of this
fac: are now obtainable by means of
V-2 rockets which are being sent regu-
larly every two weeks from the experi-
mental grounds in New Mexico, up
into the higher reaches of what is
known as the fonosphere. The latter
term is used to denote the series of
electrified layers which envelaps the
earth and forms the upper ene per cent
of the atmosphere. 1t is a shell of efec-
trically charged partivles, some 250
miles thick, Scientists have labeled al-
phabetically wvarious sections of the
earth’s atmosphere. The ionosphere
starts above the stratosphere wirh what
is known as the C region. "F'his stratum
lies some twenty miles above the earth
and is some ten miles thick. 1t is also

known as the “uzone layer.” Only one

sixty-fourth of our atmosphere  lies
above this C region.

The ionosphere gets its name from
the phenomenon of "ionization” which
takes place therein. Ultra-violet radia-
tions, corpuscles, and even meteoric
particles from outer space bombard the
gaseous atoms and molecules of the

jonosphere to cause grand-scale “de--

tachments” in them, These ‘‘detach-
ments” are separations of an electran
or two from the cloud of electrons that
whirl around the atomic core, or nue-
leus. The “divorced” electrous shoot
off into space; so do the “unstable
atoms” from which these “free elec-
trons” have heen separated., These
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atoms are called fons. As soon as they
re-capture other particles, they become
“stable” atoms again, 'I'hts whoele proc-
ess of estrangement and mating is known

_as Tonization, 'There are levels in the

upper atinosphere at which this elec-
tronic {lux and re-flux is more pro-
nounced than at other points, They
are known by the initials D,EF, and
F,. In the three last named occur most
of the auroral displays. These levels of
greatest jonization do not remain stable;
they fluctuare in height and thickness.
They vary above different parts of the
world, from season to season, and from
day to night. 'The greatest ionization
takes place in the daytime, when the
Layers are exposed to the direct rays
of the sun, At night, recombination is
greater; the layers become more stable
and rise higher above the carth, Fach
of the belts (excepting the “ozane”
layer) has a specific electric character
and density, and hence reflects radio
waves of particular wave-lengths, This
reflection was postulated in 1902 by
Dr. A, . Kennelly of Harvard and
independently suggested later in the
samie year by Sir (liver Heaviside of
England. The name Kennelly-Heaviside
was then given to the ienized region,
before the existence of more than ane
electrified layer was suspected. Upon
this fact of reflection is based all short-
wave broadcasting,

T’he recent experiments with V-2

‘rockets have demonstrated the follow-

ing interesting facts: several alternat-
ing lavers of heat and cold have been
charted. The first eight-mile layer above
the earth is one of steadily falling
temperature to 70 below zero Fahren-
heit. At 20 miles, a vise begins and
contittues through a §5-mile layer until
it reaches 1700 above zero at 30 miles,
remaining at that temperature to the
40-mile level and over. After that the
cold sets in again, and at 530 miles it's
again 70 below. Beyond about 50 miles
the tetmperature rises again and reaches
212 degrees (boiling point} at 75 miles
altitude. Rocket instruments have not
vet been perfected to record data beyond
that height, although rockets them-

selves have attained a height of some
100 miles or more, Although no definite
information is yet on record, theoretical
observation seems to indicate the pos-
sibility, if not the actual probability,
of temperatures in the vicinity of [,000
degrees Centigrade at still higher levels.

In the First Volume of The Secret
Doctrine (p. 583), H. P. Blavatsky,
writing on the subject of the elements
and celestial badies makes the state-
ment that

. our glohe has its awn special lab-

oratory ot the far-away outskirts of s

atmosphere, crossing which, every ainm

and melecule change and differentiate
from their primordial natare.

T'his was anather one of those
“unwarranted” assertions of the great
Cceultist which smaller minds have
ridiculed for many years past. This
ridicule s not valid any longer. T'he
layers of the ionosphere have been
shown to serve as a sort of insulator,
or filter, that contrels the solar radia-
tions which are doubtless the very basis
of all paturalt phenomena on earth,
More important yet, the ionosphere
keeps everything en earth fremn heing
burned to a erisp.

The protective features of the ionos-
phere are the result of the same kind
of wave-length-filtering that affects out-
going radio-waves from our broadcast-
ing apparatuses. Corpuscular radiations
from the sun do not penetrate and are
absorbed and reflected back by the twa
topmost layers. "T'he well-known cosmic
rays are modilied greatly by various
lavers of the ianasphere. Only some
of them reach the earth’s surface and
penetrate miles into the ground, The
extremely short ultra-violet rays are
able to reach dawn to the “ozone”
layer. Beyond that layer, only enough
fitter through the earth to benefit hu-
man, animal and vegetable life,

In the same letter from the Master
K.H., from which we have already
guoted, there is to be found the fol-
lowing passage (p. 161}

Fven simiple muscular contraction is
always accomnpanied with electric and
magnetic phenomena, and there iz the

strongest connection between the mag-
netism’ of the earth, the changes of
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weather and man, who is the best bara~-
meter living, if be but knew how to
decipher it properly; again, the state
of the sky can always be ascertained
by the variations shown by magnetic
instruments . . . with us, it is ao estab-
lished fact that ir s the earth’s mag-
netism  that produces wind, storms,
and rain, What science seems to know
of it, is but secondary symptoms always
induced by shat mwagnerisin and she
may very scon find out her present
errnrs.

Tn several vecent scientific publica-
tions a number of statements have been
made to the effect that the entire
hinman metabolism, plant growth, the
weather, etc., vesult from nature’s re-
action to the sun’s rays, as much as the
storage of energy in coal and oil; and
that, but for the existence of the pro-
tective ionized layers, the life-controll-
ing cosmic rays, ultra-violet radiations,
electrons, and corpuscular rays would
bombard the earth to extinguish all
forms of Jife upon it. And in practically
every article in the daily press outlin-
ing current rocket-research into the
ionosphere, mention is made of possible
long-distance weather forecasting based
on correct information reparding the
higher layers of the ionosphere and its
state of magnetism,

11 the diligent student takes into con-
sideration the fact that the Teachers,
writ'ng in their letters, were compelled
to use a makeshift teyminology, and
could szot have paossibly used the lan-
guage of the then non-existent science
of electranics, he will have no difficulty
in understanding what they meant by
such terms as “magnetic continent,”
“mapn-tic dust,” or “meteoric. mass.”
and tha like. Atomic research has de-
velored its own terminology, The same

ideas can now he expressed in more
adequate terms which in no way affects
the spiritual perspicacity of the Teach-
ers themselves, 1t is the ideas which are
all-important and should be grasped,
not the temporary and changing forms
of expression. [t Is probable we will
al] agree that it would have been quite
a task to explain the nature of a
“chain-reaction,” or the workings and
principle of an X-ray tube, ta even a
brifliant mind in the era of the French
Revolution, though the language of his
time must have appeared to him at
least fairly satisfactory and complete.

In closing we wish to draw the at-
tention of the student to the bLttle-
known and rarely-quoted fact that the
intimate connection of the Northern
and Southern Lights {aurorae) with
sub-atomic particles, and the ultimate
structure of matter, have been hinted
at by H. P, Blavatsky in an obscure
footnote on page 621 of the First Vol-
ume of The Secretr Doctrine, to which
the reader is referred,

Other developments of modern Sci-
ence, some suspected, and others yet
undreamt of, are either himted at or
even broadly outlined in the pages of
this amazing work, its companion vol-
umes of Isis Unveiled, and the Letters
which the Masters K, H. and M. wrote
to their correspondent A. P. Sinnett.
They spoke from actual, firsc-hand
knowledge, of the secrets of Nature,
and their remarkable accuracy in mat-
ters which have already been scientific-
ally demonstrated suggests their further
accuracy in such matters which as yet
have defied the most diligent scientific
research, This is well worth pondering
0ver,
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THE CRITENIQON

JAN H, YENEMA

‘Theosophy teaches as the only last-
ing and possible basis of a truly happy
life and spiritual evolution: lowve and
compassion, It was the doctrine of all
great sages, initiates and great philoso-
phers, They and the Wisdam-Religion,
‘Fheasophy, give this basis, because it
is that fundamental groundwork on
which the whole universe rests; it em-
bodies the cosmic forces of welding into
one, of holding together, magnetisin on
inner and outer planes (love!) and
support, mutual help, continual restora-
tion and — Q) Dblessed thought! — al-
ways new chances and  possibilities
{comipassion!) in all phases of life.
“Love is the Cement of the Universe.”
Consequently in  judging our own
standing and that of our fellows, we
have as the criterion the manifestation
of these forces, When we meet a brothe
er-theesophist who in his (her) atti-
tude radiates these, we know that he
(she) represents Masters' work, what-
ever his (or her) opinions or experi-
ences may be — “opintons” generally
about the various illusions, the inaya, of
life, Though his love and compassion
may sometimes make the linpression of
weakness on others, he must of neces-
sity be very strong. As Gottfried de
Purucker reiterated: he who loves is
strong and he who hates is weak. Con-

sequently again, he who on account of

his opiniens and experiences, differing
from those of his fellows, assumes the
better-than-thou attitude, builds around
himself walls of partition, is weaving
the illusions of separateness. Assuming
that attitude, we drift away from the
cosmic force, from the magic “Ce-
ment’'; that makes us only a sectarian,
a zealot or a religious fanatic, though

- the qualities of such a one might, in a

purified state, work wanders! Though
we may make the impression of strength
on others, we would in reality be very
weak, Therefore our criterion is al-
wilys casy

‘We ask ourselves wmd others: what
have you done for mankind, in what

way have vou alleviated sorrow and
suffering, what have you done to bring
peace and harmony among human be-
ings? The answer to rhat will make
you my brother, not opintons or con-
victions. ‘That will lead us to the
“Buddhic plane,” make us very toler-
ant, and yet make us raise a thunderous
voice and be a great champion when
wrong is done or a fellow unjustly at-
tacked. It will lead us to fight till the
last breath in order to redress where

- wrong is done, In Holland, in the 16¢h

and 17th centuries, and in 1940-45, we
kad forces which sang all sorts of tuncs
to the population: think as we do and
you wilt be happy and gay. It did nor
work . . ., the population rather died
by thousands than be “happy and gay.”
Curious that it never occurred to cer-
tain huiman beings that the Cosmaos al-
ways wins! So we have eur criteriom —
we apply it to ourselves and to those
who would teach or lead or guide us.

1t stands to reason that the manifes-
tation of the power of love and com-
passion, mentioned in the beginning nf
this article, must evoke them also, We
may differ about the quality and prop-
ertics of the sualight but never about
the Truth of the sun and its glorious
light (Its light may even be too much
for us at times!), nor about the fact
that it is the heart of the system and
that it is a unifyving power. It does so
by the forces mentianed abave, So our
criterion is: do we hold together, as
H.P.B. said, “as the fingers of one
hand,” “doing justice to each and all"?
Yes, indeed, even if our fellows arc
entirely “difterent’’; the "“cement” in
a curious way draws together human
natures of all shapes and cotour, and
positively refuses to do anything else
but magnetically to draw together. “As
the fingers of one hand. . . . " Then
there need be neither fear nor anxiety,
and when H.P.B, comes, as she inti-
mated she might, to have a lock at all
the theosophical groups, we shall know
what to show her. Is it not so?




WHi ANDI WHAT AM I?

EMILY L. NERESHEIMER

From birth to death the sense of
“Self” as the experiencer of life re-
mains the same. Soon the infant awak-
ens to a realization that it is a separate
entity wanting something that is dis-
tinctly for itself as separate fram others,

Although the body, emotions, desires
and thought-life of the individual are
subjected 1o constant  change, the
“1"-consciousness  remains  unchanged
throughout life,

What then is this “1?" Where can
it be found, and what is its intrinsic
nature?

Can it be the bady?

Although it usually identifies itself
with the body, saying “I am hot; T am
cold; T am in pain,” etc., the “Self”
cannot be the bady which is in fact
the most impermanent part of man’s
constitution. It is built up of atoms that
constantly change, passing out and
heing replaced by others, while the
Igo can stand aside and purposely
change the component parts of its
physical form, By thoughtful study and
the exercise of the spiricual Will, the
Self can use its own power of choice
and select the substances that will build
a more useful and healthy body ; though
it will always be subject to the Law of
Cause and Effect (Karma), which
rules the Unpiverse and man. How-
ever, it can strengthen and refine its
vchicle for its purposes in the physical
world, On the other hand, if allowed
to drift at the mercy of uncontrolled
lesires, emotions and thoughts, it will

erow increasingly gross and insensitive
to higher aspirations, and tinally de-
stroy itself, In any case man's body can
he no more than the temporary vehicle
of the conscieus Self,

Can the “I” bhe identical with a
man’s desires and emotional nature?

These constantly sway the heart and
mind, unless the Self can deliberately
stand aside, so to say, and change its
emotions, desires and thoughts, Hence
it cannet be said that the volatile feel-
ings, c¢ravings, and ideas’ can bhe the
permanent sebf-conscious 1.

Nor can this Self be the Mind, for
“1”* can change my mind ar will, 1 can
stand aside at all times and realize
that 1 am the Seer and the Watcher,
and can analyze and pass judgment on
all my experiences, The Mind is the
play-growd — sometimes  called  the
battlefield — of all the forces of Nature
in man, These can be controlled by
the Self, or allowed to function unre-
strainedly.

An ancient Indian allegory likens
the Self to two birds perched on dif-
ferent branches of the U'ree of Life.
‘I'he one typifies the Rational Mind
with its consciousness divected towarls
physical Nature and being. ‘F'he other
bird, perched on a higher branch, rep-
resents the Higher Self, the Watcher
and Scer. It sings a sweet song that
can be heard only by the intuitive heart
and mind that are in harmony with
its divine meledy. This Higher Self

knows Truth by direct perception. It

gathers in the essence of all ideal and
pute impressions that it can glean from
carth-life. Gradually a man learns to
use all his faculties as instruments with
which to accomplish his divine pur-
poses, The spiritiual Will uses the Mind
to control the desires which have been
transmuted into aspirations. After many
lives of striving thus for the realiza-
tion of its divine Self, the conscivus
1 finds Reality, and at last becomes
an intrinsic part of the all-conscious-
ness of the Divine Universal Self that
enfolds che spiritual Essence of the
experiences of all Selves,
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MAN: A MIRRGBR OF THE UNIVERSE

WILLIAM W. STEVENS

It is ‘said that it is our ignorance
which prevents our understanding Life
and T'ruth, What do we mean by this?
What is this ignorance?

T'he answer has been stated and re-
stated by many teachers and in many

~ages. It is summed up in the words

which are said to have been carved
over the gateway to ane of the great
Mystery Schools of ancient times —
the eracular ‘Temple of Apollo at
Delphi: “Man, know thyself.”

‘I'he idea is that by analogy & human

_ being is a microcosm, a universe in lit-

tle, containing in that little a micros-
copic duplicate of the organization,
visible and invisible, of the macrocosm,
whether we consider the macrocosm
te be our planetary system, our island
universe within the Milky Way, or
that infinite cosmos which stretches not
only beyond the reach of our greatest

" telescopes but beyond any stretch of

our imagination,

There are these who see that infinite
cosmos as part of the material body
of an entity beyend our comprehension.
They point to the analogy between the
atoms and molecules of our bodies —
which we now know consist of a cen-
tral unit around which’ whirl other
bodies — and our solar system. We
have learned that the sizes of these

“bodies, atemic or sub-atomic, in propor-

tion te the size of the outer orbits of
the component parts, and the propor-
tionate distances hetween pratans, neu-
trens and electrons, or even the atoms
in a molecule, are comparable to the
sizes and distances of the sun and plan-
ets. These atoms and meolecules in pro-
purtion to the size of a body cell, may
be compared te the relation of our
solar system to our island universe, A
human cell, as compared to the orpan
of our body, of which the cell is a par,
may be considered to bear something
of the same relation as our island uni-
verse bears to the visible portion of the

infinite universe. Beyoud is the universe
which escapes our observation but which
we have every reason to believe extends
to what, for us, is infinity, and which
may form part of the physical body of
an entity we cannot even imagine.

I could carcy this picture farther,
under the great truth, “As above, so
below,” but this is far enough to illns-
trate the analogy of the human body
to the universe, 1 could also draw an
analogy between the invisible parts of
the universe and the tnvisible parts of
the human body. It is upon this total
analogy, 1 believe, that the statement
is formulated that man contains the
universe within himself, from which
the conclusion is drawn that if man
understood himself he would under-
stand everything in the universe. At any
rate, that is the mystic praposition as
I understand it, and which, [ believe,
ts the answer, perhaps crudely put,
to the question regarding the nature of
our igrorance.

However, there remains the ques-
tion, how are we going to accomplish
the understanding of ourselves and
hence of everything in the infinite uni-
verse? (Going back to the analogy and
accepting the atom, the molecule, the
cell, as entities, which they are, con-
taining within themselves reasonable
facsimilies of the solar system, itself
also an entity, we can imagine them
as being aware of other similar entities
in their neighborhoods, and co-uperar-
ing with them ; but we cannot imagine
them comprehending or understunding
the greater entity of the whole body of
which they are temporarily a part, any
more than we, who are aware of each
other, and co-operate, more or less, can
comprehend the whole of the great en-
tity in whom we live and have our
being,

1t is my thought that oue capacity
for understanding, either ourselves, or
Life, or 1'ruth, is limited, in propor-




tion as is that of our censtituent parts,
which pevertheless, under the life im-
pulse, ce-operate so magnificently and
su  incomprehensibly over long life-
times. They and we are limited by the
state of evolution to which we have
progressed,

Ignorance is the lack of knowledge,
or understanding, as darkaess is the
absence of light. In our case, ignorance
is the lack of the knowledge we have
nat yet acquired. To understand more
we tust progress further, How to do
that? "I'hrough the experiences we meet
as we go, and the benefit we obtain
and absorb into our essential character
irom those experiences.

Among these experiences are medita-
tion, introspection, awareness; which
may show us what we really are, and
it is usually not a pleasant view, and
they may indicate what we sight be if
we were not too lazy to make the ef-
tort, But there are other experiences
which bear also on the subject of ig-
norance, the things we can learn from

the experience of others, When we ab-
sorb benefit, or maybe damage, from
our awn experience, we have less igno-
rance. We can also erase some of that
ignorance by benefiting from the expe-
rience of others. That is why we hold
meetings. That is why we study the
teachings, “T'hat is why we exchange
our thoughts, and share our view-
points,

We, as human beings, have the ines-
timable gift of being able to receive
from athers, present and past, the fruits
of their experience. If we could not,
~we would be on a par with the beasts,
who, except for their group-spirit guid-
ance, inherited memory or instincg, .

some crude mother instruction, have

to start from scratch in every life. As
human beings we have an -infinively
richer heritage in science, religion and
philosaphy, and, if we use it, we shall
be better able to progress and evolve,
t0 avercomme our ignorance and thus be
better able to understand ourselves,
and therefare "I'ruth and Life.
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A THOUGHT TO REMEMBER

The mission of the Theosaplical Society 18 to bring all mankiond of every
race and colour, of every religion, and both men and women, inte one Universal
Brotherhood. Because all men have the Divine Nature within them, though smue
are white, brown, vellow or black, and are of the male vr female sex; theugh
some are highly intellectual and cultured, and others are simple-minded and in
lowly occupations; all are equal. Mankind is like a family with elder brorthers
and younger, But just as in a family there is inequality between a son of twenty
and a baby of one, so here is also inequality ; yet all mankind form one Brother-
hoaod, But today men are divided by race, religion, sex, culture, and in worldly
goods. The mission of the Theosophical Society is to build bridges from one nation
to another, from one culture to another, till the present rivalries and animosities
disappear, and all men realize that they are brothers. As brothers there can be
ne war amnong the nations ; every national problem as between the white races and
the dark races, as between employers and workers, as between men's rights and
women’s rights, can be solved in a new manner, if when each rival group mecets
anather rival group both realize that they are brothers, When men sit face to
face across a table and do not argue with hostility as worker and masrer, or as
Finns or English or Indians or Russians or Germans, but as brothers, a new
standpoint is possible between the two, und all the difficult problems that have
arisen among them can he adjusted with better understanding and less frictiom.

O the basis of Brotherhood all our problems can be brought to a just

solution,
— C. Jinarajadasz, in a Broadcast delivered in Finland, June, (947.
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THE ALEXANDRIAN LIBRARY

ARTHUR LOUIS JOQUEL, il

long before the time of the final
destruction of the last island of Atlan-
tis, ten thousand years prior to the be-
ginning of our present era, Egypt had
become the repository of knowledge far
the eastern hemisphere. When the At-
lanteans departed from the ways of
wisdom, then the doom of the island
continent advanced swifily. And the
guardians of the accumulated lore of
this once mighty nation departed silent-
Iy from the legendary city of the Gol-
den Gates on the east coast of Posei-
donts, and transferred their precious
documents, filled with the accumulated
knowledge of a race, across what was
then the Sahara Sea to the rerritory of
egypt.

Plata, in the 'hueens, related how
Solan traveled to the Egyptian city of
Sais in search of wisdom, about the
vear 600 B.C. Therc the priests told
him that the constitution of their city
was drawn up more than eight thousand
vears before their own time, and that
they had preserved in their temples a
complete record of all the important
happenings in every region of which
they were informed, from the time of
the city’s founding,

Thus, hot only was the salvaged lore
of Adantis preserved in Kgypt, but the
history and enlightenment of many oth-
er countries as well, 1t is in fact difficule
to determine how long the implements
of learning had been accumulating in
Egypr, The pre-dynastic kings had en-
cauraged and assisted in many ways this
compilation of knowledge, while the
Pharaohs had been patrons of every
branch of learning from the carfiest
periods,

FFor thousands of years, the guardians
of the wisdom of the ages steadfastly
preserved their records and documents,
Through all che vicissitudes that beset
a nation in its historical course, the
light of knowledge wus kept burning
along the Nile. :

Tt was in 332 B.C, that Alexander

of Macedonia, having peacefully con-
guered Egypr, founded the city of Alex-
andria. After his death n 323 R.C,
that division of Alexander’s empirve
which included Egypt, fell to the share
of Ptolemy (d. 283 B.C.), wha had
long been a companion, bodyguard, wnd
one of the generals of the would-be
world conqueror,

Prolemy established a  government
which the LEgyptians found extremely
lenient and sympathetic. He patronized
the Egyprian religion, foilowed the
existing customs, and encouraged manu-
tacture and commerce. Spengler calls
Alexandria the first example of the
Classical waorld-city,

*

The ideas of the Greek philosopher
Aristatle regarding the systematic or-
ganization of knowledge bore fruit in
Prolemy’s Alexandria, There was ex-
tablished the national Museum of An-
tiquities, which from its name was ded-
icated to the muses, the mine goddesses
presiding over science, art, and poetry.

A branch of the Museum was the
Brucheian, the lavger of the two pub-
lic libraries in Alexandria, in the found-
ing of which Ptolemy 1, surnamed
Soter, was encouraged by the grear
scholar, Demetrius of Phalerum (345-
283 B.C.). Here, in a magnificent ro-
tunda-like gallery, were between five
and seven hundred thousand manmi-
scripts — on parchment, vellum, clay
tablets, papyrus, stone slabs, cloth,
woad, wax, terra cotta, mscribed an im-
perishable metal plates, and graven by
now unknown arts on the surface af
precivus stones — gathered from every
source kaown to the savants of thar
time.

Here, in une building, were collected
together a majority of the rare and
curious mamuseripts which had been ac-
cumulating in Egypt for thousands of
vears. This was the fruition of the work
of the high-priests and teachers, who




for centuries had devoted themselves to
gathering, classifying and preserving
the wisdom of a hemisphere, while the
philosophers had spent their lives in
the study and interpretation of the
arcane lore which was available t
them,

Among the multitude of documents
brought to Alexandria might have been
partions of the great collection which
formed the “city of books” founded in
Irak by Sargon, only undecipherable
fragments of which we possess today.
The Library of Memphis, which was
formied during the Seventh Dynasty,
possessed a vast number of manuscripts,
of which only one uaimportant frag-
ment is known at present. This aggre-
gativnn prabably contributed its store
of priceless treasures to the Alexan-
drian collection.

That the Greeks were represested
in this storehouse of knowledge caanot
be doubted, While only a small num-
ber of works have come down to us —
a bare handful of philosophers: abmost
solitary  tragedians, dramatists, and
comic writers; and distinctly second-
rate historians — the Greek lists name
three hundred and {ifty poets, six hun-
dred historians, and philosephers past
counting,

Greek scholars, coming to Alexan-
dria, must have brought with them the
.works of their outstanding countrymen
to add to the other knowledge accum-
ulated there, Cullimachus, librarian of
the Brucheion under Prolemy 1t (Phila-
delphus), purchased and brought back
to Alexandria the library of Aristotle.
T'he city of Athens sent autograph edi-
tions of its dramatists to Alexandria
during the reign of Prolemy 1 (Fuer-
getes], and the copies were never re-
turned.

India and Tibet contributed inval-
uable material to the collection, as did
China, Persin and Arabia. Moses of
Pharené remarks that the libraries pos-
scssed the scientific and histarical works
nf the Hindus, Persians and Chaldeans,
same in the original and others trans-
Iated into Greck, These might have

included the astrological records of the
Chaldeans and  Babylenians, whose
observations of the stars cover an al-
most incredible period of time, accord-
g to Cicere and iodorus Siculus,

It does not require a stretch of the
imagination to believe that -the Celtic
Pruids  exchanged kaowledge with
Alexandria from their great library at
Alesia, which thrived for a thousand
years before Cuesar ordered its destruc-
tion, And if, as Le Plongeon speculates,
a Mavan princess at one time crossed
the Atlantic Ocean and settled in
ftgypt, it is quite possible that records
of the Americas were preserved in
Keypt.

The foreign representatives of the
Ptolemies were instructed to watch for
new works for the library, and special
book collectors were sent to all coun-
tries, In addition, Ptolemy ni enacted
a law that any traveller whe brought a
previously unknown work to Egypt had
to have a copy of it made for the li-
brary,

The other public collection was
haused in the Serapeum, so called from
the patron deity of the Ptolemies,
Serapis, whose statue was laocated in the
huilding. The manuscripts preserved
here were alinost entirely devoted to
the tiare obscure forms of knowledge,
and greater care was therefore taken
of them. Fach of the almost forty-
three thousand manuscripts housed in

the Serapeum was kept in an individual
fireproof  container, shaped like a
bucket swith a sealed lid.

Private libraries were numerous, be-
ing the property of researchers in va-
rious specialized fields af learning, And
in addition, the priesthood possessed
secret collections, written in the hieratic
glyphs — or  sacred  writing — which
only they could understand.

The total number of literary treas-
ures in the Brucheion, the Serapeum,
and the private collections — each item
written by hand, and in many cases the
anly copy in existence — has been esti-
muted to exceed one million docunsents.

The first catastrophe to strike the
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Tlibraries occurred in 51 B.C. or 47
B.C. — listorians differ as to the exact
date, It was during the struggle for the
threne of gypt between Cleopatra and
her brother, 1ionysius Prolemy. Julius
Ciesar, the Roman lover of Cleopatra,
being unable praperly to protect his
ships which were at anchar in the har-
bar, issued instructions for the destrue-
tion of the fleet by fire, Shortly after
the carrying out of this order a brisk
wind arose, the flames escaped from the
ships to the shore, and great havoc was
wrought in the section of Alexandria
where Casar was entrenched.

I'he Brucheion was undergoing re-
pair at this time, and a large number
of the most valiable manuscripts, par-
ticularly thase of which ne duplicates
existed, had been removed and stored in
the houses of the principal librarians.
And, in the several hours that elapsed
between the firing of the fleet and the
spread of the conflagration in the city,
the librariuns, assisted by several hun-
dred slaves and attendants of the Mu-
sewm, were successful in removing many
of the more precious documents from
the doomed building,

After the fire had subsided, Cleo-
patra visited the ruins of the Museum.
T'here she beheld a veritable mountain
of burned and charred manuscripts —
the greater part of the seven hundred
thousand documents which the Bruch-
eion had housed at that time. Con-
fronted with this scene of devastation,
the like of which had never before heen
seen, the Queen of the Sun cursed her
ancestors for not having made provis-
ions to protect the library from such a
calamity.

Partially to atone for the disaster,
Marc Anthony presented Cleopatra
with a new library of two hundred
thousand pieces, and assisted greatly in
the restoration of the Brucheion. The
collection which was housed therein
was largely composed of manuscripts
taken by the Romans from the library
which Attalus 116 had founded at Per-
gamos, together with several other val-
uable groups of documents seized from
conquered peoples.

After the disastrons fire of Cleo-
patrids  time, the guardinns of the
archives had realized che danger of fu-
ture occurrences of this sort, There are
widespread traditions, current to this
day among Fastern monks and rabbis,
in monasteries and desert retreats, of the
disposition which was made of the
manuscripts salvaged from the Bruch-
eton, and from the other destructions of
both libraries,

While the impression was allowed
to circulate that the most valuable docu-
ments had perished along with all the
others, in reality they were transported
to immense subterranean galleries near
Ishmonia, now known as the *petri-
fied city.” Here, protected from the
destroying hands of bigots, tyrants and
warriars, the priceless records were
stored to await the coming of a time
when the wisdom contained therein
could be safely restored to the world
at large.

In the great vaults beneath the Sa-
hara desert were secreted the viral
works of history, philosophy, science,
art, music, rveligion, and literature
known to the ancient world, The his-
tortes which hundreds of generations
of savants had compiled, dating beyond
the time of Atlantis, and chronicling
the whole history of the human race in
every land since that era, were care-
fully laid away,

In the literary fragments of that
tinie which have come down to us there
are mentioned many sciences and arts
which are now considered to be lost,
because present-day technicians are in-
capable of restoring or duplicating
them, Among these are the mysterious
ever-burning lamps; malleable glass;
everlasting pigments; the science by
which the Egyptians were able to melt
precious stones and cast them like so
much plass; and the transmutation of
metals, just now being rediscovered by
modern physicists armed with the
atomic theory of matter.

The secret symbolisim of the Seven
Wonders of the ancient world was also
concealed ; so was the true inferpretru-
tion of the Shamir, the mysterious




jewel with which King Solomon trued

the stones for his temple. Astronosical

lore and maps of the heavens construct-

ed over an cnormous period of time

were secreted from the hands of van-

dals,

Storage batteries and the use of elec-

tricity in commnunication were kpnown

to the ancients, ILxamples of the for-
mer have been discovered that are re-
puted to be more than five thousand
vears old, Lvidence exists that one of
the Cleapatras sent messages by a mys-
terlous wire to cities along the Upper
Nile. And greater than these was the
terrible orif — the vital-electricity, the
cosmic moving farce, known ta the
vasternt schools as fohat — the abuse of
which brought on the destruction of
Atlantis, Thousands of documents, con-
raining the keys to knowledge far in
advance of any since discovered, were
placed where no misuse coulid be maidle
of them, and where they would be safe
wntil the time arrived for the wisdom
contained therein to be relensed to a
world which would use it wisely,

*

Comprehensive measures were also
adopted for the protection of the works
remaining in the libraries, in times of
emergency, LUhus, when Aurelian en-
tered Alexandrin and destroyed both
the Serapewm amd Brucheion, about
273 ALl not a single volume of im-
partance was lost, and the buildings
were veconstructed soon aftecwards.

Between this time and the middie of
the fourth century AL, a serious men-
ace ta the safety of the collections grad-

ually arose Alexandria. This was
the Christian church, the militant and
fanatical outgrowth of the Gnostic
Christian religion, which had its great-
est streagth, if not its actual origing in
Alexandrin instead of Jerusalem,

Bent om establishing the unigueness
of its religion and the divine origin
thereod, the rising church used cvery
means possible to destrov the evidence
of the pagan sources of Christian rit-
uals, symbols and doctrines. In 389
A1, the edict of Theodnsing was is-
sued, in response ta which a mob of
fanatic Christians of Alexandria, led
by Archibishop T'leophilus, stormed the
Secapeum and completely razed the
building, “I'he colossal starue of '5(‘1’:1]11'-1
which had graced the library since the
time of Ptolemy 1, was demolished by
the mob. T'his alone must have heen
a gigantic task, for vne report says that
a soldier's axe was shattered amid a
shower of sparks when it struck the
iinage,

After this act of faith by the Chris-
tian fanatics, na effort was made to
rebuild the Serapeum, the activities of
the seekers of knowledge being there-
after centered in the Brucheion. And
when in 641 A1) this last vestige of
the great collections was utterly wiped
out by the Arab General Amvu, a vea-
lot who declared that the litecary treas-
ures of the ages were as nuught conm-
pared with the wisdom of the Koran,
there was little but an empty shell lefe
to feed Nis tarch, Alexandria and the
Meditervanezn world were left in com-
plete intellectunl darkness,

o . But iow can one tell the true from the false teochers?” Cerain questinns ean
he asked: Js the teaching directed towards personal gain, or 1owards service? f it pra-
claims the development of powers that will make the stadent a sort of pxychic superiman,
bewarel If, on the other kand, the instruction leads away fram self to the service of
humanity ; if it urges right-doing for the sake of Right, not for rewards here or hereafier,
then the teacher and teaching ace likely 1o be more relinble. . . .

T'o battle with our habhits of Yaziness, ous selfish desires, our monds of depression, our
pride, our temper, our hurt feelings; to acquire perfect focus on the smalless tasks;

i9

diseipline our wandering thoughts ~—— these are pat plamorous achievements, But they ave
the anly solid foundations upon which pur sculptured Temple can rise. . ..

If your study makes vou endlessly compassionate of the fau’ts of others aud siern
wwards vour own; if it makes vou calm in danger, indifferens to luxury, patient under
hardships, and cheerful in times of pain or monotony — abave all if you can truly eall
all men “Brother,” then trust that teaching! Tt is of the wisdom,

— Thea Vehe, in The dmerican Theosaphist, July, 1947, p. 159,

R T T T r— -

M EE E A s e mm e e EEE mwERE == —
—s o  m -

- e m w e — - - =

e A m e m e e e EE mmERoE e ——
o m om ow o




WHERE ALCHEMY AND SCIENCE MEET

BORIS DE ZIRKOFF

With due respect to the “deductive
and analytical” methods of modern
science, it should nevertheless be stated
that modern chemistry s to a very
great extent the direct descendant of
medieval alchemy, whose insight into
the mysteries of nature is being daily
canfirmed by officiul science,

I'he theoretical ideas of the Greek
alchemists passed through the schools
of Alexandria and the Syrians, in the
time of the early Caliphs, and were
cartied by the Arabs and Moors into
Spain. The numerous works of their
philosophers were translated into He-
brew, into the languapges of Casrile
and Proveunce, and into the Latin; this
body of doctrines became the funda-
tian-ground on which the alchemists
of the twelfth, thirteenth, and up 1o
the seventeenth century hased their
later speculations. Contrary to what
is believed, chemistry, which at that
time was exclusively. aflchemy, did not
originate with the Arabs, who derived
their knowledge partly from the Hell-
enic culture and wisdom, partly from
the temples of Egypt.

I'he most ancient Latin treatise on
the technical traditions of alchemy,
Compuositiones ad Tingenda, a manu-
script of the time of Charlemagne {end
of the vuith century), also the A appae
Clavicnla, a manuscript of the xth, as
well as the Liber Diversarim Artium
and the D¢ Seeretis {by various auth-
ars), shaow undoubted centinuity be-
tween the knowledge of the Greco-
Egyptian period and that of the subse-
quent centuries, down to the thirteenth,
This indicates a direct inheritance from
the ancient temples of by-gone civiliza-
tions and the sanctuaries of antiguity,

It is only owing to the peculiarly
materialistic trend of thought during
the so-called “age of discoveries,” from
the end of the previous century to the
present time, that some men of learning
have heen able ta vifify the profound
truths uttered by the nobler alchemists,
and have felt a repugnance to every-

-
&+

thing that concerned their knowledze.

Nevertheless, if we take the art of
alechemy as a whole, and consider it
with impartiality and the reverence due
to every sincere manifestation of human
intellect and reasoning, in whatever
ilomain it may be, we shall arrive at
the conclusion that the foundation of
alchemy was and is purely sclentifie,
soundly phitosuphical, and highly logi-
cal and convincing for every mind
which can pierce through the veil of
surrownling superstitions,

Paracelsus (1493-1541) defined al-
chemy as a science which seeks to con-
vert ane species of metal into another,
This was but exe aspect of alchemy,
the other ones being more or less
secret, Denys Zachary said that alchemy
was a part of natural philosophy which
taught the mode of perfecting the
metals, Hermetic chemistry  was, ac-
cording to its adepts, the art of working
along with natuve for the perfection
of everything base and imperfect,

It was claimed by the alchemists of
every epach, from the times of Geher
and the Arabian scholars, down to the
age of Van Helmone, that they pos
sessed the secret of making artificial
gold, and of transmuting cvery basec
metal into a “higher” one in the cate-
gory of metallic substances. One of the
leading problems that occupied their
attention was the preparation of a com-
pound named elixir, magisterinm, or
philosopher’s stone, which possessed
the property of transmuting the baser
metals inte gold and silver. This was
the magnum opus of alchemy. T'ruly,
it was the “great work,” as it implicd
and presuppased all the doctrines which
lay at the foundation of the alchemical
philosophy of life, It was a logical de-
duction of the Unity of Matter, of the
theory of the Three Principles, and of
the Four Elements, not to mention
other and more profound tenets of a
wisdom which came from a long for-
gotten antiquity,

The transmutation of metals in yen-




cral is not anything that could be con-
sidered as a new “scientific discavery,”
due to the sagacity of modern scientists,
It is very old indeed, In fact it s a
trivial and commonplace thing, when
considered apart from the grand phil-
asophical body of dactrines which ani-
mated the minds of the alchemists, ‘Uhe
important thing about modern inves-
tigations along this Jine is not the arti-
ficial making of gold or silver, or of
any other ¢lement of the Periodic Ta-
ble, but the proof they give of the
truth of ancient philosophies and of
many so-called “superstitions,” Modern
Science will have 10 recognize sooner
or later the debt it owes to ancient
thinkers, and their profound insight
juto the mysteries of Nature.

Anvane who has visited the Church
of St. Andreas at Cologne, must ve-
member the relics and the shrine of
Albertus Magnus  (1193-1280), the
great scholar of the xuith century, Al-
though he s considered by many mod-
criis as one of the medieval “quacks,”
ver we assert that Albertus taught
what modern science but now begins
to lisp. He said that metals are com-
posed of phitosophical sulphur and mer-
cury; and instead of being a distinct
and elementary body, each metal was
produced by mixtures of the funda-
mental consbituents in  different pro-
portions, and by variations in the pur-
ity of the component parts.

Now it would seem as though the
analogy with the state of contemporary
rescarch was not too far-fetched, after
all. 1t should be distinctly remembered
that what science calls protons, elec-
trons, neutrons, positrons, etc., are nol
tangible, sense-percepeible, “physical”
winits, but rather mathematical and
mental concepts, convenient for the ex-
planation of fully perceptible outward
phenomena. Advanced speculation, con-
temporanecus with the release of intra-
atomic energies, conceives the existence
of what has been called wuclear fluid,
out of which al] substance is ultimately
made, The various “units” above men-
tioned are somehow or ather derivative
from this nuclear fluid. It appears,

therefore, that the despised “quacks”
had anticipated the theories of xxth
century scholars by suore than six lun-
dred vears.

It is asserted on very good evidence
that Raymond Lully (1235-1313) did
transmute metals inte gold. He was em-
ployed by Edward 1 of Fingland to make
gald for minting, and had a laboratory
for that purpose ay Westminster, Men
like Vincent de Beauvais (d. 1264),
Roger Bacon (1240-1294}, Arnoldus
de Villanova {d. 1311), and others,
were all credited with making artificial
gold, They claimed knawledge of the
ultimate constitution of matter., 'What
would be the progress of science today
if it could adopr in fullness the wis-
dom of the alchemists, at least of those
among them who were sincere and
“scientific?”

Tn speaking of alchemists and their
doctrines, one should always keep in
mind the forced symbology of their
expressions, their books and treatises,
Alas, what would be the terms and
symbols that our contemporary “lights”
would employ in this century, if they
had to concenl their bold teachings,
from fear of the torture-chamber and
the stake haunting their minds at every
step?

1t would of course be absurd to take
the literal nwaning of such words as
wmercury, sulphur and salt, and try to
nrave, as some peaple have attempted,
that, according to eur present views
of matter as a whaole, and of these
three substances in particular, the
above-mentioned bodies are not cap-
able of generating gold by any process
baotwen to us (with the exception of
nuclear disintegration). The alchemical
terms are symbalical throughout, and
unless the student acquires the key to
their hidden meaning, he will not be
able to understand the actual ratienale
of the process indicated by alchemists.

It is interesting to note, however,
that besides being a symbolical expres-
sion, mercury of the alchemists was in
many cases actually the metal that was
used by a number of them for the pur-
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pose of gold-making. "This feat was ac-
complished by a large number of stu-
dents of the art of alchemy, for which
there exists abundant testimony, and
acknowledgments on the part of hon-
est, trusted, and truthworthy writers
and thinkers, T'he fourteenth century
teems with accounts en that subject,
What shall we say about all these
men who actually claimed to have
transtnuted metals? Flamellus, Joan-
nes de Rupescissa, Adolph Mentha,
Eleazar, Antonius d'Abbatier, Guide
de Montanor: shall we relegate them
all to the archives of ‘‘superstitious
mystics”  under the category of
“uacks?”* And what shall we do with
those of the fifteenth and sixteenth cen-
turies ~~ Edward Kelly, Cardanus of
Pavia, Battista Porta, T’homas Vaughan
( Eugenius Philalethes), and all the
others? "I'leir memory lives. Does the

- fame of “quacks” and “liars” last as

leng? It hardly does! Otherwise we
would have gathered some experience
from bygone times, to guard us against
the charlatans of today,

Modern science has not yvet reached
the prefound occult knewledge of mat-
ter per se possessed by some of the
greatest of medieval alchemists. But it
‘has reached the point where the Unity

. of Matter becomes a scientific truth.

‘This unity was the fundamental teach-
ing of alchemy, ancient and medieval.
It was expressed in the Swmaragdine
Tablet attributed to Hermes 'I'risme-
gistus, and gees back to remote ages.
We have but to go to the British Mu-
seum and cast a glance at a certain
sarcophagus in ane of its halls, to see
what is termed the Chrysopoeia of
Cleopatra (not the queen). Tt is in-
scribed on the side of the ceffin: “One
is All . . . the serpent is one who has
the poison, , . . One is All, and by it
all, and to it all; and if one does not
contain all, all is nought . . ."”
Represented on the sarcophagus are
alchemical symbols and ancient sym-
bols common to all nations and creeds.
A serpent biting its tail occupies the
lower corner of the picture, Its ajchem-
ical signs and allegorical representu-

tions show the origin of the subsequent
drawings, and prove the assertions that
alchemy is as old as iradition itself.
T'he alchemists held that matter is one,
but can take a variety of forms, and
under these various forms can be com-
bined and recombined ad Infinitiem.
I'here is one universal substance, prisra
materia, identical with the chaos of the
ancients, “Nothing in the world dies,
but all things pass and change,” said
Hermes.

In the Edda, Ymir, the giant, is
slain by the sons of Bur; from the
wound flow mighty streams of bload,
which drown the whaole race af giants;
Bergelmir alone s saved, with his wife,
and they take refuge in a bark. Thus
he is able to continue the famous race
of giants in the world. From the re-
mains of Ymir the world was created.
His blood formed the ocean and the
rivers, and his eyebrows helped to form
the future abode of man — Midgard.
It is the earth of the Edda. 1t is round
as a ring, and foats in the midst of
Ether, the Celestial Ocean, the Waters
of the Infinite.

Anvene who has studied the sym-
bology of the ancient religions, and who
has delved inte the cosmogonical teach-
ings with which they teem, will see
that the above-mentioned imagery of
the old Scandinaviaus reveals the ar-
chaic teaching of a primitive matter,
in its chaotic or pre-formative state —
Ymir, the giant, The “sons of God”
intrusted with the creation of man are
symbelized by Bur, ov rather his prog-
eny. But the peint we wish to bring
out especially is Yormungand, the Mid-
gard — or LEarth-Serpent, which, ac-
cording to the Edda, encircles the earth,
It is an emanation from Ymir and the
“sons of God,” and is identical with
the astral light of the Kabalists, an
approach te which could be discerncd
in the efher of former scientific think-
ers, and in the nwelear fluid of the
present ones,

We desire, however, not to be mis-
understood on this point, In speaking
of the primea materia of the alchemists
of old, we have tried to convey the iden




of an analogy which exists today with
certain scientific conceptions, Neverthe-
less one should not canfuse the ideas
of ether or the hypothetic nuclear fluid,
or the like, with the idea of Akdsa, or
even with the Astral Light of the
Flermetists, I'he analogy of conception
does not imply their identity, The One
Universal Substaice to the recogaition
of which modern science unconsciously
teads every day more and more, fol-
lowing the steps of the ancients, is the
Pratriti of the Hindu esotericists.
o Béve 15 Prakriti in one of 1ts highest
states, T'he Astral Light is only the
seventh plane of primordial Matter or
Substance, counting downward., It is
contiguous to physical substance. 1t is
the gigantic Ydormungand of the Edda,
the serpent lying in the deeps of the
encircling ocean with its tall in jts
mouth, As to what has been known
under the term of erher by science, and
vegarding which new theories are cur-
rent today under the term of nuclear
fluid, it might be sufficient to state the
folluswing in brief,

If . késa 15 connected with the spiri-
tual faculties and activities of our
heing, and if the Astral Light is con-
nected with the lower mind and its
psychic activities on the astral plane,
the scientific “prima materia,”’ under
whatever name it may be spoken of ar
hinted at, being connected only with
specifically material agencies such as
light, heat, sound, electricity and mag-
netism, is still nearer to the physical
pline of manifestation than is the Astral
Light, Tt is rather one of the seven sub-
divisions of the Astral l.ight, in the
same way as the latter 1s but one of the
seven {and the lowest) planes of Akdsa,

‘I'he important thing in present-day
Science is the trend of thought towards
the recognition of some ultimate sub-
stance, substratum of all manifested
matter, In reviewing modern scientific
thought, one is led to the conclusion
that something of the ald alchemical
soirit s present in our world today,
Wha knows if some one or more of the
old alchemists and philosophers have
not come back, perchance, to this earth

men the real path o the ultimate under-
stamdding of Nature’s secrets? I'he pro-
cesses of re-imbodiment and the work-
ings of the karmic law have strange
surprises in store for men!

[.et us remember, however, that the
transmutation of metals and the fabri-
cation of gold was not the main purpose
of the alchemises, [t was the lower side,
the material aspect of the great mystery
nf Nature, Along with it there was a
Spiritual Alchemy, the Alchemy of the
Soul in Man. We mean the transmuta-
tion of its “baser metals’’'—the animal
nmature—into spiritual gold and silver
and diamond; into the Higher Self,
man's inner 18go, and its re-absorption
inta the Universal or World-Seul, The
albakest or universal solvent on that
higher plane was the all-pervading 1)~
vine Spirit, in which “we Live and move
and have our being.” Besides being a
physical science, a formula to solve the
riddle of material Nature, alchemy
was and still is a spiviteal philasophy.

I'he philosopher’s stone, capable of
transmuting metals, is, as the saying
ran, “in every man and in every place,
and at all seasons, and is called the end
of all philosophers”; it is the Higher
Nature in man which transforms all
base and lower instincts into the bright
gold of purity and trath by means of
that triple process of “fertmentation,
calcination, and transmutation,” which
stand for personal experience, suffering,
and the ultimate knowledge of the
Cirear Reality.

The Elixir of Life is the beverage of
the Spirit. bt steals in the silence into
the soul of man. Lt quietly Alls his mind,
caming from the upper regions of the
Tnner Light. Like a ray of Divine Com-
passion, it illumines “the darkest cor-
ners of the earth” and wartus the icy
plains of indifference producing spiri-
tual death, He who has grasped the
inner meaning of the Riddle, and has
transmuted in himself the an‘mal na-
ture into the Real Man, will know the
ultimate goal of existence, ahd even in
the midst of darkness, on the foaming
crests of a stormy sea, will behold the

ruth as it really is— A lethein the -

of ours, in order to show once mare tn-v‘\Brearh of the Great Unknown.
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HITHODEN HARMIONIES

L. GORDON PLUMMER

When a hushed audience listens to
a “I'schaikowsky Concerto, the recogni-
tion of the greatness of music in its
power to umfy the consciousness of
man can give us a fruitful topic of dis-

cussion, What is this mysterious power
that can still the winds of hundreds

_of people so that of one accord they

sit in silent veverence? *“One touch of
niture makes the whole world kin® as
the poet said, and a little thought should
convince us that music as we know it
is a benevalent touch of pature, which
has given to man a language without
words, 4 language that all can under-
stand in its stmplicity, and which can
indeed stir our highest intuitions. When
we listen to the still grander harmonies
of Nature, we touch the very source
from which true music arises: for it
is from this source that the Hidden
Harmonies are transmitted and trans-
formed in the human mind—sonwetimes
with the help of higher faculties—into
the melodies and harmonies as written
down hy the great compaosers.

It wouold naturally detract from the
power of a language which has noe
words, were we to attempt to trins-
literate its message inte phrases of hu-
man speech. Many ideas transcend the
use of words, yet they may be conveyed
to us hy other means, and Nature speaks
to us with clarity of the umty of ail
life. She can awaken in us intuitions
of the real nature of man and the uni-
verse,

That man should in some way be
connected spivitually as well as physi-
cally with the universe about him has
beett a concept hinted at by poets, phi-
losophers and pioneers in thought as
long as thinking man has been on this
earth, More credence should thevefore
be given to the idea than would be
given to it were it but recently sup-
gested by the scientific researches of
modern times, for an idea that fives

through the ages must be essentially
true. T'he mysteries concerning the na-
ture of man are very great, and al-
theugh the fundamental teachings as
found in the Ancient Wisdom are
simple in themselves, the various rami-
tications of the relationship of man to
Nature lcad one finally to realms of
thought and feeling that are far bevond
the scope of written or spoken words.
T'he elementary teachings are nothing
if they do not point te deeper teachings,
tar the sincere student must be led step
by step toward a greater understand-
ing, and the ultimate resnlt of study
is growth. [n time, teachings that have
hitherto been expressed in words may
become real experiences to the student.
He is then in a position to know at
first-hand what is implied in the phrase:
“Man and Nature are one.”

We discover indications all abour
us of the unity of life, and whereas to
the cynic these convey no conviction,
to the mystically minded, they are paint-
ers, so to speak, and they have a lang-
uage of their own, Mere poetic faney
is not fanciful to the sensitive ear that
catches the hidden harmonies of life.
Anyvone can hear the sounds of nature
it he will listen to them. Seme can
actnally understand  the language; to
others, the message is felt rather than
heard. ‘I'o tisten to the sounds of na-
ture and to interpret them in terms
of Cosmic Life is indeed an experience
quite different from that of listening to
writterr music, for while composed
melodies, great s some of them may
be, are essentially an appeal to the
emational  rather than the spiritual
facultics of man, the natural sounds
of the earth tend to call forth little-
used faculties of reception and to stir
the inner man more deeply because
they speak a language understoad by
the Higher Self alone.




Helmholzt was one of the first to
demonstrate that the vibrations of the
notes of the musical (diatonic) scale
stand in a fixed relationship to one
arnother regardless of the key in which
the scale may be played. The ratios
of the vibrations of the seven notes,
expressed in the lowest possible whole
numbers is set out as follows:

Do 24, Re 27, Mi 30, Fu 32, Sol 36,
La 40, 5i 43.

Using these values as a good working
basis, we may set them up as in the
diagram, ‘The potes are placed around
the circumference of a circle represent-
ing the Microcosm or man in terms
of his seven “principles,” letting the

first four notes of the scale stand for
his lvtver quaternary and the last three
notes for his higher triad, These are
separated by the harizontal line,

La-40
Sol-36 5i-45
Macrocosm
¥a-32 o-24
Mi-30 Re-27
La-40
Higher
Triad.
Sol-36 Si-45
335
equals pr
Fa-32 Do-24 113
Lower
Quaternary
Mi-30 Re-27

Above this circle is another with the
notes spaced similarly about the cir-
cumnference, this circle representing the
Mcrecosm, or the Universe, 'T'he dia-
gram 15 constructed in this fashion in
order to suggest to the mind of the
reader the fundamental fact of the

likeness of man to the universe, in the
sense that he has potentially within his
being all the energies, manifested and
unmanifested, to be found in Nature.
‘I’his is a theme that can be elaborated
ad infinitum, for it is the very founda-
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tion on which is built the philosophy
of the Ancient Wisdom,

Confining our study to one aspect
of this theme, we call attention to the
fact that the diagram s really separ-
ated inte two parts by the horizontal
line, thus indicating that the higher
portions of man are really of the sub-
stance of Divine Nature itself. This
does not exclude the lower quaternary
of man from its own place in nature,
but it does give to the Higher Triad
the unique position of being on a par
with at least some of the Divine Be-
ings which designed the framework of
the universe.

In the article entitled ““I'he Cosmic
Clock” that appeared in the last issue
of this magazine, particular stress was
laid on the difference between the
“architects” of the universe and the
“huilders,” in which it was explained
that these represent two distinct
(though merging} lines of evolution.
In one sense, this diagramy may serve
to amplify this teaching, for all that
lies abave the line represents the limi-
nous or energic activity of the universe,
whereas that which lies below the line
would belong to the “shadowy” coe-
poreal side,

And so we may come to see that
within man himself there are two evo-
lutienary streams working side by side,
merging their activities, each depend-
ing on the other for the maintenance
of the complete organism, and therefore
functioning side by side on all planes
of his being, It must be so, because
man is a little universe, indeed already
a4 great universe to the infinitesimal
lives of which he is composed.

Now the sum of the ratio numbers
of the ten notes appearing above the
line is 355, and the sum of the numbers
of the four notes below the line is 713,
The horizontal line suggests division,
and we find that the quotient is equal
ta 3.1413929 . . . the value of pi cor-
rect to the seventh decimal place. This
of course suggests that the four notes
may correspond to a diameter of a circle
of which the ten notes abuve the line
would form the circumference,

While it is net feasible at this time
to make a dizgram for what will fol-
low, anyone interested in the subject
may make it for himself with a pair of
compasses and a straightedge. Describe
a circle, and with the dividers, set off
ten equal arcs around the circumfer-
ence, and the resulting figure will be 2
true projection of an [cosahedron sur-
rounding a Dodecahedron. These are
two of the five regular polyhedra, the
Icosahedron being a regnlar  solid
bounded by 20 equilateral triangular
faces, and having 12 vertices and 30
lines; and the Dodecahedron being
bounded by 12 regular pentagonal faces,
having 20 vertices, and also 30 lHnes.

I"he other three regular polyhedra
are the “'etrahedron, bounded by +
equilateral triangular faces, with 4
vertices and 4 lines, the Octahedron,
bounded by 8 equilateral triangulac
faces, with 6 vertices, and 12 lines, anil
lastly the Hexahedron or Cube, bound-
ed by 6 square faces, having 8 vertices,
and also 12 lines.

All five of the polyhedra are enumer-
ated because by a process too lengthy
to describe here, they may be built intn
a complex figure, and certzin remark-
able properties of these solids may then
be studied, and will be discovered to
have a profound philosaphical signifi-
cance, In short, they represent man's
place in the universe, the Tcosahedron
signifying Space, conditioned to becomne
the innumerable planes and sub-planes
of life, the Dodecahedron representing
the Solar System. And as the other
figures are built within the Dodeca-
hedron ttself, they show philosophical-
ly, and one might say geometrically
as well, how man is built out of the
very fabric of the Solar Fssence.

It is particularly interesting, going
back to the placing of the ten notes on
the circumference of the circle, that
they all become points of the [cosa-
hedron, The four notes below the line
were said to be found on the diameter,
but as thar diameter was not specified
to be in any given position, it conld
occupy any position between the hori-
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zontal and the vertical that we like,
and better yet, it could be thought of as
swinging, like a compass needle, This
would represent a miystical fact that we
are ever seeking our inner “north pole”,
that portion of our Higher Self with
which we find ourselves to be in har-
mony. §t s significant, in the projected
figure of the lcosahedron surrounding
the Dodecahedron, that it is precisely
at the moment when the diameter is in
line with any two opposite points of
the lensahedron, that it (the diameter)
will coincide with four points on the en-
closed Podecahedran.

It is next to impossible to present an
adequate picture of all this without the
means of showing the geometrical fig-
ures to the reader, but we hope that
some of the importance of the relations
of the musical scale to Cosmic Geom-
etry will be understond, and that there-
fore one more clue may be presented
which will help to convince the stu-

dent of the reality of the teachings. It
is impossible to put too much emphasis
on the basic principle that man and
nature are one, Human life s in the
nature of a deceptive illusion which
shuts out the greater realities, much as
in the evening the lamp- h;,ht reflected
on vaur window-pane shuts off the
view outside. When day comes, the
light outdoors is stronger than your
lamp, and soan the electric light is
incapable of throwing a reflection on
vour window, Then all is clear out-
doors, Perhaps there is an analogy here
that we may apply to music. Written
music is like the lamp-light, which,
beautiful as it may be, can produce
reflections that will blot out the hidden
harmonies. YWhen these harmonies grow
strong, and when the ear is tuned to
them, they come Hooding into the
human consciousness with their subtime
message of Cosmic Compassion which
is life eternal.

THE SUPREME DUTY

AMMIE BESANT

The fullowing excerpts are taken from an address given at the Parliament
of Religions, Chicagn, 1893, They are published here Loth for their intrinsic
worth and as a tribute to one of the prominent workers in the modern
Theosophical Movement, whose centenary falls in Qctoher, 1947. — Editers,

. Great is phllomphy which moulds
the minds of men, great is science which
gives light of ktu)wledgc to the world;
but greater than all is religion which
teaches man his duty, which inspires
man with strength to accomplish it;
greatest of all is that knowledge of the
human soul which makes daily service
the path of progress and finds in the
lowest work the steps that lead to the
highest achievement, . . .

... The service of man implies what
was called by the Buddha vight liveli-
hood, that s, right fashion of gaining
nrdinary life, honest way of gaining the
means of ordinary existence. Not a
livelihooid based on the compelled sery-
ice nf others, not a livelihood which
takes everything and  gives nothing
back, not a livelithood which stretches
out its hands to grasp and closes its

fists when gift is asked istead of gain.
Right hvelihood implies honesty of liv-
ing, and honesty implies that yon give
us much as you take, that you render
back more than you teceive, that you
measure vour work by vour power of
service, not by your power of compul-
sion, That the stronger your brain the
greater vour duty to help, that the
higher your position the more impera-
tive the cry to bend that position to the
service of human need. Right livelihood
is based on justice. Right livelihood is

made beautiful by lave, and tf there is-

to be a reckoning between the giving
and the taking, then let the scule of
giving weigh the heavier, and give to
man far more than you take from hinm.

. But nnt only on the physical, the
lowest plane, is the service of man to
be sought. We rise to the mental plane,
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and there too must man be served far
more eflicaciously than he can be served
on the physical plane. . ., Every one
of you in your daily thinking, every
one of you has thoughts that you pour
out to the world, You are making the
possibilities of the wmarrow, you are
making or marring the potencies of to-
day, Even as you think, the thought
burnig in your brain becomes a living
force for good or for evil in the mental
atmosphere just as far as the vitality
and the strength that are in it may he
able to carry it on in its work of this
world of mind. There is no woman,
however weak, there is no man however
vbscure, who has not in the soul within
him one of the creative forces of the
warld, As he thinks, thoughts from him
go out to mould the thoughts and lives
of other men. . ., Your thought-power
makes you creative Gods in the world,
and it is thus that the future is builded,
it is thus that the race climbs upward
to the divine,

Not alone in the physical nor alone
in the mental sphere is this constant
service of man te be sought; but of the
service of the spiritual sphere, no words
of platform oratory can fitly describe
its nature or its sacredness, That 1s
the work that is done in silence, without
sound of spoken word, of clatter of
human endeavor. ‘T'hat work lies above
us and around uws, and we must have

learned the perfection of the service

in the lower ere we dare aspire to climb
where the spiritual work is done. What,
then, is the outcome of such suggestion,
what the effect in life of such philosophy
applied to the life of each as it is made
or met in the world today, Surely it
is that we should think nobly, Surely it
is that our ideals shoutd be lofev, Surely
it is that in our daily life we should
ever strike tlie highest keynote that at
our noblest we have struck, According
to the ideal the will is lifted, In the
ald phrase, the man becomes that which
he worships. Let us see, then, that.our
ideals be lofty, Let us see that what we
warship shall have in it the power that
shall trapsform us into the image of
the perfect man; that shall transmute us

into the perfect gold of which humanity
shall finally consist. 1f vou would help
in this evolution, if you would bear
vour share in that great labour, then
let your ideal be truch; cruth in every
thought and act of life, Think troe,
otherwise you will act falsely, Let noth-
ing of duplicity, nothing of insincerity,
nothing of falsehood soil the inper sane-
tuary of vour life for if that be pure
your actions will be spotless, and the
radiance of eternal truth shall make
vour lives strang and noble, Not only
be true, but also be pure, for out ot
purity comes the vision of the diving,
and ouly the pure in heart, as said the
Christ, shall see God. That is true, . ..

And then add to these ideals of truth
and of purity one that is lacking in our
modern life, the ideal of reverence for
what is noble, of adoration for that
which is higher than one’s self, Modern
life is becoming petty because we are
not strong enough ta reverence. Mod-
ern life is becoming hase, sordid, and
vulgar because men fear that they will
sink if they bow their heads to that
which is greater than they are them-
setves, 1 tell vou that worship of that
which is higher than vourself raises
you, it doves not degrade you, That the
feeling of reverence is a feeling that
[ifts vou up, it does not take you down,
We have ralked so much about rights
that we have forgotten that which is
greater than man's right with himself,
It is the power of seeing what is nobler
than he has dreamed of, and bowing
in the very dust before it till it perme-
ates his life and makes him like itself.
Only those who are weak are afraid ro
obey; only those who are feeble are
afratd of humitity, Democrars we are
in our medern phrase, and with the
world of today as we have it demacracy
tn the external world is the best fashion
of carrving on the outer life, Bur if it
were possible thatr as in the days of
old in Epyvpt and India the very gods
themselves wandered the carth as'men,
and taught the people the higher truth,
trainned the people in the higher life,
conveved to the people the higher
knowledge, would we claim that we
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were their equals, and that we should
be degraded by sitting at their feet to
learn? And if you could weave into
vour madern life that feeling of rever-
ence for that which is purest, noblest,
grandest; for wisdom, for strength, for
purity, till the passion of your rever-
ence should bring the qualities into
your own life—Oh, then your future
as a nation would be secure. Then your
future as a people would be glorious,
and you mien and women of America,
creators of the future, will you not
rise to the divine possibilities which
every one of you has hidden in his own
heart ! Why go enly to the lower when
the stars are abave you? Why go only
to the dust when the sun sends down

his beams that on those beams you may
rise to his very heart? Yours is the
future, for you are making it today,
and as you build the temple of your
nation, as you hope that in the days to
come it shall rise nobly amongst the
peaple of the earth and stand as pioneer

“of true life, of true greatness, lay you

the foundations strong today. No build-
ing can stand whose foundations are
rotten, no nation can endure whosge
foundations are not divine. You have
the power, Yours is the choice, and as
you exercise it the America of centuries
te come will bless you for your living
ar will condema you for your failure;
for you are the creators of the world,
and as you will so it shall be,
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A THUUGHT TO REMEMBLRH

“ .. The Theasophical Society stands far the Brotherhood of Man without

any distinctions of phypsical birth {whether of race or of ¢aste or of colour) of

cuotienal upbringing (through religious faith er through the inclinations of
sex) and of inteflectual affiliations (to creeds, sects or dogmas). In other
words, it cultivates an outlook which looks at wan as Man. There is an essential
unity of wen made possible because of the Oneness of Life that ipspires every
human being, This Life manifests itself in myriads of forms. ‘The Brotherhood
Aovements that we see around us are mostly based on similarities of manifested
furms such as professions, economic classes, political nationalitics, etc, Uhe Broth-
erhood for which “I'he Theosophical Society stands is based on the Oneness of
l.ife irrespective of its manifestations. It is thus a Brotherhond Movement base
on the Spiritual conception of Man, Political, Economic, Social or Religious
Brotherbood will be of no avail without the Spiritual Hrotherhood of Man.
And so The Theosophical Society furnishes the very background on which
the supersrructure of Human Fellowship in different spheves of life miay be erected,

“lu order to wake this ideal of Spiritual Bmtherhgml a priactical reality
it is necessary to develop a synthetic outlook on life, 1t is the wreat mission
of “I'he Theosophical Society to lead an ever-increasing number &f men and
women in all countries to look at life from this synthetic standpoint so that
the fowndatens of World Brotherbood may be well and truly laid. 1n this
stuperdous task of emational, intellectual and ideological synthesis to the eml
of establishing World Brotherhood, "Fhe Theosophical Society . . . has to
become a Bridge-builder bringing nations, religions, creeds, castes aml races
together in one human family., Lf this is the mission of The “'heosdphical
Society it is quite evident that it cannat identify itself wih any particular branch
of humian activity, 1t must remain a movement whicl invites people belonging
to all branches of human activity in order to lead them to a synthetic appreach
towards all problemis of life. Such a syntheric approach is possible only when
diverse manifestations of hwman life are related to the fundamental unity of
‘WMan. . .. It is therefore hmperative that the Universality of The Theosophical

Society is maintained at all costs, . . .
—Rehit Mehta, Gen. Sec'y, Indian Section, 1. 8. (Adyar),
in The Indian Theosophist, May-June, 1947,
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I CHRISTMAS OBSOLETE?

- B. de ZIRKOFF

Fram time mmmemorial and in all
races of men, the two Selstices and the
twa Equinexes were nimes of deep spir-
tual significance, and were looked upon
in the hight of sacred traditions all over
the world,

(¥ these four turning points in the
vearly cycle, the Hinter Solstice was
in some respects the most significant,
It was dedicated ta the bivth of Sun-
Ciods, Avatiiras, In.tiates, Masters of
Life and Saviors of Men. ]t was a time
when wniversally certain initiatory rites
were performed in the crypts and tem-
pes of dnitiation. These rites have
never died ant, and take place even
texlay.

hnpertal Rome had its Saturnalia
which under the Ciesars lasted most
of December, ending December 24th,
These festivitles gave us our present
Christmas customs, such as carils, gifts,
anid general merriment, [December 25th
was known as Dies Natalis Solis Tn-
gicti—the Day of the Birth of the Un-
congquered Sun, also as 8ol nopus—new
Sun, especially cultivated by the vot-
aries of Mithraism. "I'he Mithraic Mys-
teries, which later became the state
religion of the Roman Empire, cele-
brated the birth of the Sun-god Mithra
o what was known ax the Night of
Ll'ghts.

In the Greek Mysteries of Eleusis
a midnight Haly Birth was part of the
rituatl, and the midwinter ceremanies
at Delphi were centered around the
figure of the cradled Dionysus in his
form of Bacchus-Zagreus,

With the Scamdinavians and "Teutons
we find the midwinter festival of rhe
Hoggunatt (Holy Nighe), Odin {Wao-
den) and his comsort Berchta were
said to descend on the nights hetween

"December 25th and [annary 6th, on

a white harse, to bless carth and men.
Among the Germanic and Celtic tribes
we find also the Yule festival, well
known from Teelandic sagas, and which
is responsible for our holly, mistletoe,

3

vule-log and wassail bowl, 1t is inter-
esting to note that the (German name
for Christmas s M eiknachten; this
is usually derived from a word meaning
vigil, on account of all-night cerenonies
performed at the time; but it s rarely
pointed out that the word einwweihen
means e initiate, amd theretore the
mat-idea of this term s definitely con-
nected with initiatary vites,

With the Anglo-Saxons December
25th was known as woedra mihi, the
night of the mothers, very obviously
implying a holy birth, With the ancien
Druids the same season was celebrated!
with bonfires, processions and rites, an
hills and rowers, [t s also said that
the Japanese call the month of [Decem-
her the month of the acrival of che
Gods,

Similay iileas, rites and celebrations
liave been connected in ancient times
with a number of other “divine incar-
nations,” such as Vammuz and his
mnther Mylitta, among the Babylon-
ians and Assyrians; Adonis and Astaree
or Adonaia, among the Phoenicians
aned  Syrians; Atys of Phreygia, and
Maratta with her new-born  child,
ammong the Finnish tribes,

According to a great many authori-
ties of the early Christian era, Christ-
mas, 4s we know it today, was nat
celebrated in the first centuries, Qrigen
asserts that in the Scriptures sinners
aloue, not saints, celebrate their birth-
day. Ar a later date, the birth of Jesus
was celebrated at one or another time
of the year, with considerable variations
of season, Ut would appear that the
Western Church, as late as the ffth
century, ordered that the birth of its
Savint be celebrated on the day of the
Roman feast of Sol Invictus. There
can be little doubt that the rising
Church was anxious to detract the at-
tention of Christians from the old pagan
feasts, and therefore adapted its own
cvele of celebrations to the rhychm al-
ready established from ancient days.
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It was wise in doing so,

We see, therelore, that the chief
characteristic of the Winter Solstice
festival, apart from any sectarian adap-
tations, Is irs wninersality. The essential
e which undelies our own Christias
is not Christian in origin. At best, it
s a Christianized form of an ancient,
universal, midwinter celebration center-
ing around the caves of initiation, sym-
bolic of certain mystical events in the
life of a neophyte striving for spiritual
lumination,

The true nature of the Winter
Solstice season and its spiritual symbol-
1sm cannot be correctly  understusd
without reference to the other three
pivotal points of the vearly cycle, which
form a coherent whole,

The Cosmic Cruss formed by the
Solstices amd the Fquinoxes has symbol-
ized from time fmmemarial the four
chief turning-points of a human life-
span: the birth ur bepinning, {figura-
tively spoken of as the North; ade-
lescence or the sun-rise, known as the
Ihast: full manifestation of manhood,
maturity of life’s strength, symbolized
hy the South, and very significanily
connected in universal mythology with
the Gods of Death; and the closing of
life, the eventide of an incarnation,
and the passing into the Great Beyond,
typified by the West all over the world,

n a similar pattern of meaning
the spiritually-conscious men and wom-
en throughout the ancient worlil based
the celebration of the TFour Sacred
Seasons of the mystic year, primarily
on the initiatory tradition. The first
of these scasons was the Winter Sols-
tice, symbolic of the Great Birth. 1t
stood first of all as a symbol of the
birth of the Inner God in the heart
of the disciple, the time when the neo-
phyte, after long training and prepara-
rion, staod at that particular point
tn his spiritual career when a perma-
nent fink was forged between his merelv
Liuman consciousness and the spiritaal
consciousness of the indwelling Chris-
105 ur Boddha within himself, “T'he
peaphyvte beenme an Initiate, but anly
i "beginner” i this new and grander

sphere of Life, Jt is but natural that
this mystical event should coineide with
a time in the yearly cycle when the
Sun, in its apparent motion in the sky,
stops i its southerly direction and
beging to move nortlward once nwre.
No one will deny the immense influ-
ence that this fact has upon mature
as a whole.

The second pivatal point was the
Spring Equinex, symbolic of Adoles-
cenice, when the innate powers of man
hegin to assert themselves and moulid
his life in a more definite way, 1n the
outward miture, it is a2 time of burgeon-
ing and dlowering  forth. T'he  sap
mounts and re-invigorates the trees and
shrubs, "Fhat which manifests itself
on Jower planes of life as mere pro-
creation is but the lower reflection of
spiritual processes on higher levels of
universal life, and corresponds to spir-
itual ereation, av creativity. Therefore
this seasan was symbolic of a greater
developmene in the inner life of the
Lnitiate, whereby he too, having al-
ready been “born™ at the Winter Sal-
stice, reached the “adolescent” period of
his spiritual journey, as ir were, and
was ready to pass through higher iniria-
tory rites and ftrials, and to achieve
deeper knowledge, This should be the
inner meaning of our Faster, had we
not lost the ancient keys.

Then comes the Summer Solstice,
symbolic of full maturity in a man’s
life-span. With the latter there also
comes a time of temptation; the one
great problem of a life-time asserts
iself, different for every individual
andl dependent to a lnrge extent upon
his previous lives. He gathers all his
strength and peoduces, whether spir-
itually, mentally, or otherwise, the
fraitage of farmer vears, the result of
his “spring lowering,” and this fruitage
may be good, bad or indifferent, accord-
ing to the man, This season stood as
a symbol of “muarure manhood™ in the
spiritual life of the Initiate, when his
career was in full sway and he had
taken his rightful place in the life
of the Hierarchy ro which he helonged,

T'hen follows the Autvenmal Equi-
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nox, symbolic of the recession of vital-
ity, the in-gathering of forces, the
ripening of wisdam, the efflorescence
of spirituality, and the gradual with-
drawal of consclausness into other and
higher worlds for a period of rest. It
corresponded to the withdrawal of the
Inttiate from the worlidl of men, and
inta spheres too high and lofty for
human perception, Therefore was that
season called the Great Passing.

The same One Law governs all.
That which manifests itseff fully on
the scate of 365 days, as far as outward
nature is concerned, takes place in
man’s life on the scale of some 70 or
8 years, more or less, The same se-
gquence applies to the initiatory cycles,
but embraces in its span many successive
lives, Everything has its hirth, its day
of adolescence, its time of full matur-
ity and strength, and its moment of
withdrawal and passing, A new birth
follows in due course of time. A new
cycle opens, this time on a higher curve
of the mystic spiral. 1t is the same with
the life of a planet, of a sun, of a
solar system, of a galaxy, and beyond,
And it is equally rrue in the realm of
the atom, As above, so below. Infinite
variety ander the luw,

The ancient symbolism daes not lie.
I'he Tnitiate is always horn of a Virgin-
Mather, immaculately conceived. He
ts born from within the immaculate
spiritual  depths of his own divine
Selthood, the Christas-8pirit, the Budd-
hic Splemdor within himself, for ever
unsullied by the touch of matter, His
Mother is the womb of that spiritnal
conscigusness which is but a ray from
the Cosmic Conscionsness, the ever-
prolific fountainhead from which spring
forth all the Avatiras and the Thvine
Incarnations throughout endless time.

A Star always heralds his birth, The
appearance of great initiates—and prob-
ably of lesser ones as well—is not acci-
dental. ‘They are not born by chance.
I'hey come at stated times, cyclically
determined, and according to prafound
occult Taws which are part of the very
life of the planet irself. These cycles are
clearly discernible to the Adepts, wha

can read their approach an the cosmic
dial of the Zodiac and its correlation
to the planets, All this is intimately
connected with the position of the
Carth in its orbit, and other, nwch
niete intricate motions of an astronom.
tcal-astrological nature. Hence the svin-
kol of a heralding “Scar,” scen by the
Magi, or those who “know.”

His birth takes place in a stable, a
manger, a cave, wherein he is surround-
ed with animals of all kinds. Of course:
how could it be otherwise? Is not the
human  sou!  surrounded  with  the
forces, and powers, and potencies,
latent and active, of the animal seli-
hoomd in man? s not the neophyte the
one who is struggling to subdue these
forces, to purify them and ta ratse
them? The manger is but a symbol of
his lower nature, whose entire make-up
has to be attuned to the higher, inte-
grated with it, redeemed. Only then
are the “animals™ in that manger at
p(:]'ff.‘(‘t peace among themselves, and
brought into willing subjection to the
Master within,

T'he birth of Initiates has been con-
nected fram immemorial times with
trees, flowering shrubs, and evergreen
Branches, although our own Christinas
tree with its candle lights is a later
intraduction, vet one which is very
ancient in essence and most fitting o
syimbolism. It is but another form of
the Astwatiha Vree of the Hindis, the
Yggdrasil of the Scandinavian and
Germanic peoples, the Trminsul of the
Saxons, and the Druidic Oak, They are
all symbolic of the 'ree of the Uni-
verse, which stands for the manifested
planes of life: rooted in the Infinite.
springing forth from the Unknown,
spreading far and wide throughour the
Boundless, bearing the luminaries of
Space—planets, suns, stars, galaxies—
Like fruits on its branches, ever fruir-
ful, ever growing, ever green,

Because its symbolism is born in the
Mystery-Crypes of the ancient waorld,
our Christmas festival—whatever its
temporary degradation may he—cannot
Jdie ont, Because its essential significance
resides in the facts and events of the
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Initiatory Cycle, it cannot disappear
from the collective conscicusness of
mankind, however many outward
changes it may undergo.

Is it not wonderful to realize that
whatever may be going on in the outer
world of men—Christmas is still with
us! '

Whatever may be the horrors of
haman violence, the nightmare of blood-
shed, the inhumanity of man to man—
there #s a Christmas!

And a thousand new wars and reve-
lutions, holocausts to human selfishness
and greed, will not obliterate the Spir-
it of Christimas, with its universal mes-
sage, its vision of beauty, its spiritual
seTenity,

For neither the pussage of time, nor
race, nor religious system of thought,
atfects the central idea of this season;
it is universal in its mystic application
and therefare timeless,

Let us, therefore, keep in mind the
sacredness of the Winter Solstice, its
spirttual  solemnity! It concerns the
entirety of the human race, and not
one 15 excluded from it.

[nttiations as of old occur even to-
day, though their very existence may
be denied by a gencration that suneers
at anything which cannot be demon-
strated by the vaunted *laboratory
rechnique.” Initiates are born from time
to time, and in remote places of the
carth, Neophytes undergo their initia-
tory ordeals under the guidance of

competent Teachers. Some  succeed ;
some fail. Seme go out intu the world
of men, to teach, to guide, to adjust;
also to suffer martyrdom at the hand
of the Pawers of Matter, and aften
at the hand of those who professed to
be their disciples at first, The story
of Judas is perennially true, and is not
confined to Palestine, Others do not
teach ameng men in the outer world.
Fheirs 35 a different task behind the
veil of outward seeming.

T'he times we live in may be hard
to some; perhaps to most, They may
becorue harder yet, They may become
sadder and even more replete with
seemingly unsolvable problems. But let
us not be dismayed! Let vs have cour-
age, T.et us have lope. Let us have
faith in the divine potentialities of every
man, through which the Master of
Life in each one of us will be born
in due course of time.

As long as the Fires of the Winter-
Solstice burn bright upon the altars
of our homes, as long as the Spiric
of Christinas dwells in our hearts, sings
thercin and prevails over the outer
darkness . . . there is always hope,
always courage, alwavs Vision, In the
light of that Vision the whole Human
Ruace presses omward | . . passes on ,
towards those distant goals of perfec-
tion where 2 New Sun shines upon a
regenerated  Humanity.

For there will alweaps be a Christ-
mas. Alwavs!

Jesus taught Theosophy in a manner and in words appropriate ta the men

of his era; and because what he taught is "Fheosophical, therefore we “['heosophists
claim him as one of us. He was the Theosophical Teacher of the prople to whom
he came in his era, but a very great and noble ene; for U'heosophical Tenchers
vary among themselves, just as ordinary men do. There are the average Teachers,
then the greater, then the still greater, and finally the greatest, if you like to
call them so; but their hierarchy does not stop there.

“Believe not,” said in substance the Syrian Sage of old to his disciples, "“men
whent they come to vou and tell you: ‘Lal T am the Christ, follow me? Or when
another one comes and says: ‘Lol 1 am the Christ, follow me!' Believe them not.”
But when one comes before you, in the name of the Christ-spirit, and tells you to
follow truth whose ringing tones are heard in every normal heart of man, and
who speaks in the name of the god within, in the name of the inner Christ, in the
name of the inner Buddha, then, said in substance the Syrian Sage, “He is my

awn, Follow him."”
(3. de Purucker, The Story of Sesus, pp. 26-27.
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AN ASTRAL PROPHET

H. P, BLAVATSKY

Originally published in Lucifer {London), Vel. V1, June, 1390, We call the
special attention of the serious student v FLILK.'s explanatory remarks, as they
contain the key to a whole category of similar psycho-spiritual phenomena
which have vecurred in all ages and have been recorded by reliable witnesses
hoth in the East and in the West, — Editors,

Every educated Engiishman has heard the name of General Yermoloff,
one of the great military heroes of this age; and if ar alt familiar with the history
of the Caucasian wars, he must be acquainted with the exploits of one of the
chief conquerors of the land of those impregnable fastnesses where Shamil and
his predecessors have defied far vears the skill and strategy of the Russian armies.

Be it as it may, the strange event herein narrated by the Caucasian hero
himself, may interest students of psychology. That which follows is a verbatim
translation from V., Potro’s Russian work “T'he War in Caucasus.,” In Velume
11, chapter The Period of Yermoloff (pp. 829-30-31 and 832) one reads
these lines:

Silently and imperceptibly glided away at Moscow the last days allotted to
the hero. On April the 19th, 1861, he died in his 58th yvear, seated in his favorire
arm-chair, with one hand on the table, the other on his knee; but a few minutes
before, in accordance with an old habit of his, he was tapping the floor with
his foot. :

It is impossible to better express the feelings of Russia at the nows of this
death than by quoting the obituary notice from the {Russian) Daily “Caucasus,”
which did not say a word more than was deserved.

“On Agpril the 12th, at 1134 a.n, at Moscow, the Artillery General, famous through-
out Russia — Alexéy Petrovitch Yermoloff, breathed his last, Every Russian knhows the
name; it is allied with the most brilliant records of our natienal glary: Valutine, Boroding,
Kulm, Paris, and the Caucasus, will he ever transmitting the name of the hero, —1he
pride and ornament of the Russian army and nation. We will not enumerate the seryices

of Yermoloff. His name and titles are: a true sen of Russia, in the full significance
of the term.”

It is n curious fact that his death did not escape its own legend, one of a
strange and mystical character. "This is what a friend who knew Yermoloff
well, writes of lim:

Once, when leaving Moscow, [ called on Yermoloff to say good hye, and
found niyself unable to conceal my emotion at parting.

“Fear not,” he said to me, “we will yet meet; 1 shall not die before vour
return.”

‘I"his was eighteen months before his death.

“In life and death God alone is the Master?” 1 observed.

“And I tell you most positively that my death will not occur in a vear, but
d few months later” — he answered, “Come with me” — and with these words
he led me into his study; where, getting out of a tocked chest a written sheet of
paper, he placed it before me and asked — “whose handwriting is this?" “Yours”
I said. “Read it then.” { complied.

It was a kind of memorandum, a record of dates, since the year when
Yermoloff was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, showing, as in a
programme, every significant event that was to happen in his life, so full of such
events, He followed me at my reading, and when [ was at the last paragraph,
he covered the last line with his hand, “"Fhis vou need nnt read,” he said, “On
this line, the year, the month, and the day, of my death are given. All that you
have read was written by me beforehand, and has come to pass to the smallest
details, and this is how | came to write it.
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“When [ was yet a voung Lieutenant-Colonel T was sent on some business
to a small district town, My lodging consisted of two rooms — one foc the
servants, the other for my personal use. There was no access into the latter but
thmugh the former. Quce, late at night, as 1 sat writing at my desk, T fell into
a reverie, when suddenly on lifting my eyes | saw standing before me across the
desk a stranger, a man, judging by his dress, belonging to the lower classes of
society. Before | had time to ask hiin who he was or what he wanted, the stranger
snid, “LI'ake your pen and write,” Feeling myself under the influence of an irre-
sistible power, [ obeyed in silence. Then ke dictated to we all that was going to
happen to me during my whole life, concluding with the date and hour of my
death. With the last word he vanished from the spot. A few minutes clapsed
before | regained my full consciousness, when, jumping fromw my seat, 1 rushed
into the adjoiniug room, which the stranger coutd not by any means avoid passing
through, Opening the (lonr I saw my clerk writing by the bight of a candle, and
-my orderly lying asleep op the foor across the entrance door, which doar was
secutely locked and bolted. To my question ‘who wus it who Tas just been
here? — the astanished clerk answered, ‘No one.’ T'o this day 1 have never tald
this te any ane. 1 knew befarehamd that while some would suspect me of having
invented the whole thing, others would see in e a man subject to hallucinations,
Rut tor myself, personally, the whole thing is a moest undeniable far?, an objective
and palpable fact, the proof of which is in this very written document.”

The last date found on the latter proved, after the death of the General,
to be the correet one. He died on the very day and hour of the year recorded in
his owa handwriting,

Yermoloff is buried at Orel. An inextinguishable lamp, made of a fragment
of a bomb-shell, burns before his tomb. On the cast-iron of the shell these words
are wrought by an unskilled hand, “I'he Caucasian soldiers who served on the
Goonih.”* The ever burning lamp is established throuph the zeal and grareful
love of the lower ranks of the Caucasian Army, who collected among themselves
from their poor pittance {copeck by copeck, verily!)} the needed sum. And this
simple monument is more valued and admired than would be the richest mauso-
leum, "Fhere is no ether momument to Yermaloff in Russia. But the proud and
lofty rocks of the Caucasus are the imperishable pedestal on which every true
Russtan will always behold the majestic image of General Yermoloff, surrannded
by the aureole of an everlasting and immortal glory.

And now for a few words about the nature of the apparition.

No doubt every word of General Yermoloff's concise and clear narrative
is true ta a dot. He was pre-eminently a matter-of-fact, sincere, and clear-headed
man, with not the slightest taint of mysticism about him, a true soldier, honor-
ahle, and straizhtforward, Moreover, this episode of his life was testified to by
his elder son, known to the present writer and her family personally, for many
years during our residence at Fillis. All this is a pood warrant for the genuineness
of the phenomenon, testified to furthermore by the written document left by
the General, bearing the correct and precise date of his death. And now what
about the mysterious visitor? Spiritualists will, of course, see in it a disembuodied
Entity, n "materialized Spirvit.” 1t will be claimed that a Juman Spirit alone could
prophecy a whaole series of events and see so clearly in Futurity, So we say, too.
Rt having agreed on that point, we diverge in all the rest; i.e., while Spiritualists

*Goonib” is the name of the last strongheld of the Cireassians, sn which the fanous
Murid Shamil the Priest-Sovereign of the Mountaineers was conguered and captured by
the Russians, after vears of a desperate struggle. Gaonili is a giganrtic rock, deemed for a
long 1ime hmpregnzble but finally stortned and ascended by the Russian soldiers at an
enarmous sacrifice of life. by eapture put virtually an end to the war in the Caucasus, »
strgrgzle which had lasted for vver sixty vears, and assured its conuest, [Bditor, Faeifer.]
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would say that the apparition was that of a Spirit distinct from and independent
of the Higher ligo of the General, we maintain precisely the reverse, and say it
was that Ego. Let us argue dispassionately.

Where 1s the raison d'étre, the rationale of such apparition of prophecy; and
why should you er [, for instance, once dead, appear to a perfect stranger for the
pleasure of informing him of that wlhich was to happen to him? Had the General
recognized in the visitor some dear relative, his own father, mother, brother, or
bosom friend, and received from him some beneficent warning, slight proof as
it would have been, there would still be something in it to hang such theory upon.
But it was nothing of the kind : simply “a stranger, a man, judging by his dress,
belonging to the lower classes of society.” If so, why should the soul of a4 posr
disembodied tradesman, or a laborer, trouble itself to appear to & mere stranger?
Aund if the “Spirit” only asswmed such appearance, then why this disguise and
masquerading, such post-wortem mystification, at afl? If such visits are made of
& "“Spirit’s” free will; if such revelations can accur at the sweet pleasure of a
disembodied Entity, and independently of any established law of intercourse
between the two worlds — what can be the reason alleged for that particular
“Spirit” playing at soothsaying Cassandra with the General? None whatever.
T'o insist upon it, is simply to add one more absurd and repulsive feature to the
theory of “Spirtt-visitation,” and to throw an additional element of ridicale on
the sacredness of death. I'he materializing of an immaterial Spirit — a divine
Breath — by the Spiritualists, is en 2 par with the anthropomarphizing of the
Absolute, by the Theologians, it is these two claims which have dug an abmast
impassable abyss between the Theosophist-Occultists and the Spiritualists on the
one hand, and the Theosophists and the Church Christians on the other.

And now this is how a Theosophist-Occultist would explain the vision, in
accordance with esoteric philesephy. He weould premise by reminding the reader
that the Higher Consciousness in us, with its suf generis laws and conditions of
manifestation, tsstill almost entively terra incognita for all (Spiritualists included)
and the men of Science pre-eminently, Then he would remind the reader of
one of the fundamental teachings of Qccultism. He would say that besides the
attribute of divine omniscience in its own nature and sphere of action, there
exists in Eternity for the individual immortal Ego neither Past nor Future, but
only one everlasting Preseny, Now, once this doctrine is admitted, or simply
postulated, it becomes only natural that the whole life, from birth to death, of
the Personality which that Ego informs, should be as plainly visible to the
Higher Ego as it is invisible to, and concealed from, the limited vision of itz
temporary and mertal Form, Hence, this is what must have happened according
to the Occult Philosophy.

T'he friend is told by General Yermoloff that while writing late in the night
he had suddenly fallen into a réverie, when he suddenly perceived upon lifting
the eyes a stranger standing before him, Now that reverie was most likely 2
sidden doze, brought on by fatigue and overwork, during which a mechanical
action of purely somnambulic character took place. The Personality becoming
suddenly alive to the Presence of its Higher SeLr, the human sleeping automaton
fell under the sway of the Individuality, and forthwith the hand that had been
occupied with writing for several hours befare resumed mechanically its task.
Upan awakening the Personality thought that the document before him had
been written at the dictation of a visitor whose voice he had heard, whereas, in
truth, he had been simply recording the innermost thoughts — or shall we say
knowledge — of his nwn divine *ligo,” a prophetic, because all-knowing Spirir.
The “voice” of the latter was stimply the translation by the physical memaory,
at the instant of awakening, of the mental knowledge concerning the life of the
mortal man reflected on the lower by the Higher consciousness, All the other
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details recorded by the memory are as amenable to a natural explanation.

I'hus, the stranger clothed in the raiments of a poor little tradesman or
labarer, who was speaking to him ewtside of himself, beloags, as well as the
“voice,” tn that class of well-known phenomena familiar to us as the associatinn
af ideas and reminiscences in our dreams. The pictures and scenes we see in
sleep, the events we live through for hours, days, sometimes for vears in our
dreams, all this takes less time, in reality, than is occupied by a flash of lightning
during the instant of awakening and the return to full consciousness, Of such
instances of the power and rapidity of fancy physiology pives numerous examples,
We rebel against the materialistic deductions of medern science, but no one can
cantrovert its facts, patiently and carefully recorded throughout long years of
experiments and ohservations by its specialists, and these sapport our argument,
(ieneral Yermoloff had passed several days previousty holding an inquest in 2
small town, in which official business he had probably examined dozens of men
of the poorer classes; and this explains his fancy — vivid as reality itsedf —
suggesting te his imagination the vision of a small tradesman.

Let us turn to the experiences and explanations of a long series of philoso-
phers and Initiates, thoroughly acquainted with the mysteries of the faner Self,
befare we father npon “departed spirits” actions, motives for which could never
be explained upon any reasonable grounds.

WAKE UP TO THE NEW AGE!

F. ARTECHE

The echo of the Hiroshima and the influence of which is felt even
Nagasaki horrors still reverberating in  before its emergence. The character-
our ears like a trumpet call, announces  istic of this New Age is atomic fission,
in ne uncertain notes the dawn of a a factor embodying in itself, like the
New Age, “apple of Eden,” the potential for bath

Humanity, the Civeat Orphan, has  good and evil, a choice which perforce
been for weal or for woe, catapulted must remain at our own discretion.
into the "Age of Atomic Power.” As the breach into the atamic world

Atomic fission, long sought by science  widens, new and still more powerful
and feared by most thinkers, being forces will be placed in the hands of
now an accomplished fact, it would  man, Many, like the conguest of gravi-
be idle tn argue as to the desirability tation, are alveady in the laboratory
or undesirability of its arrival at a  stage, The field of magnetic forces is
mament when the most painful and  receiving all of a sudden special atten-
chaotic conditions prevail the world  tion on the part of science. New instru-
over and human relations stand at such  ments, devices and processes to harness
low ebb, We must acknowledge, par- and control these forces will soon
ticularly as theosophists, that events of emerge, to change completely the
such magnitude as this one, while pos- rhythm and psychology of our civiliza-
sibly arriving at a seemingly inoppor-  tiam.
tune moment, must surely take place The masses of the warld appear
on schedule, In so far as time is con- either ignorant of or uncancerned with
cerned, according to the Cosmic Clock this tremendous and fearsome power
of human evolution, and its implications, but the men sitting

The dawning of a2 New Age must at the gambling tables of power-politics,
be characterized by some outstanding some with loaded dice and others with
factor which serves as a milestone di-  the consummate shrewdness of chess
viding the past from the future, a factor  plavers, are well aware of this poten-
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tial and its consequences, as well as
the risk involved in their game. There-
fore, at least for the immediate future,
they will play for a draw.

But we are mainly concerned with
the meaning of the New Age and the
tole which the theosophists, or rather
the Thesophical Movement, should
play in it, in order to be of some service
to humanity and to justify its existence,

T'o judge from the events of the last
few years, this New Cycle, rushing in
like a tidal wave, is sweeping away the
past: old institutions are crumbling;
crowus, govermments and systems are
tottering, shaken from their founda-
tions; customs, heretofere respectable

. and proper, become obsolete, and even

long-established religions are groping in
a vacuum. The tempo of life iu all its
multiple ramifications, like a noisy, dis-
cordant composition conducted by a
gigantic mad genius, becomes faster and
faster. Insecurity — the precursor of
hopelessness and  despair—is felt all
along the line, reacting as a stimulant
ta selfishness and greed.

It is clearly seen that the veil which
herctofore hid from the consciousness
of the masses the fast-widening con-
trasts and inequalities of life, is wear-
ing thin, revealing only that swhich
they are able to see, mainly the ugly
aspect of material existence: the strug-
gle for life, to them without meaning
or purpose, without comiprehension and
without hope. “The dross left by our
pious forefathers’” is fast being swept
away, But the wain wvice, the chief
evil of the past, instead of being
swept away with the rest of the dross,
prevails yet, with even greater force.
Man has not received his due recogni-
tion, He is not considered as the pri-
mary factor of civilization; he is rather
viewed as an appendage incidental to
the whole material scheme, just as “ev-
pendable™ in war as in peace, either to
produce material wealth or to satisfy
personal ambitions, Man is, jindleed, the
“Great Orphan,” left to his own de-
vices for fack ef a spiritual philosophy
to puide his footsteps,

A Now Age cafls for new orienta-

tions, new institutions, new ideas and
policies, But in arder to be sane and
constructive, we must start from the
principle that man is the primary factor
in the whole scheme, and that all else
is incidental to man's evolution on this
earth, Life then will have weaning
and purpose. We, as theasophists, recog-
nize this fact at least in theory, but
for many vyears we have faflen inro
the ugly vice of dividing ourselves and
of plaving power-politics within the
respective organizations, thus getting
farther and farther away from the real
abjectives of the Theosophical Move.
ment, These and other faults which it
s not necessary to mention, have pre-
vented the T'heasophical organizarions
from doing a veally constructive jub,

T'here are enough "[heosophical So-
cieties and theosaphists scattered all
over the world to make within the
next few years an appreciable dent
in the thought and psychology of this
New Crycle, which will serve, if not
to save humanity from the catastrophe
which is fast approaching, then at least
to cushion amd minimize the impact
of the black terror. But in order tn
do this we must as soon as possible
unite as theosophists and act in a con-
certed effort to spread far and wide,
by all available means, at least the
most fundamental treths among  the
masses of the world. [f we cannor do
this now, all the Theosophy we have
learned will not be worth two pins
to us or to anyvone else,

Let us think of Theosophy, not as
a subject for mere inrellectual discus-
sions in parler gatherings on a wintry
night, but as a dynamic philosophy of
life intemled to awaken the masses to
an understanding that man is primarily
a divine being.

Between now and the time, towards
the last guarter of the century, when
another Teacher may appear amongst
us, much could he accomplished, if we
approached the problem in an jmper-
sonal manner and with determinatinn,
forgetting our personal differences and
thinking only of the duty we owe to
the Musters and to Humanity!
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DISCIPLESHIP IN THE WEST

L. GORDON PLUMMER

I the early days of the "'Thesophical
Society, there was a ladestone that at-
tiacted  many serlous-minded people,
and its powerful influence has persisted
even to the present day, though the
approach to it is somewhat different,
thanks to the very sane and down-to-
carth teachings given out by the late
(5. de Puracker,

T'he magnetic putl that attracted

all and sundry was the question of

Chelaship, and the attendant questions:
“Avre the Masters real men? If others
have received comwmmunications from
them, why not 1? Why dan't [ have
the same opportunities to be taught
by them?” The motives behind these
and many other questions ran the gamut
fraom mere curiosity-seeking to really
unselfish longing to jein thase whao
live for the benefit of humanity, Be-
cause of this, certain very nnportant
articles were written by H. P. Blavar-
sky and others, to wit: “Chelas ang
Lay Chelas,” the letters on Chelaship
in W. Q. Judge's “Letters That Have
Helped DMe,” and an article in “Man,
a Fragment of Forgotten Histary,” not
to speak of the exhaustive writings on
the same subject in ““I’he Mahatma
Letters.”

Tt was very natural that attention
should be drawn to the subject of
Chelaship at that time, because the
M asters themselves were brought much
mnre openly before the world than
they are now, In fact, it is with certain
reluctance that they are spoken of
taday, because their names have been
dragged in the mud, and the nature
of their work in the world has been
cheapened by false information and
twisted explanations of their methods,
all for the benefit of the gullible who
arg ready ar the drop of a hat to be-
lieve that they have taken their exalred
places among the elect of mankind.

No less important than the articles
mentioned above are the precepts of
(5. de Purucker in “Fundamentals of

the Esoteric Philosophy,” “The Eso-
reric Tradition,” and “Golden Precepts
of Isoterictsm.” "Fhese later writings
assume a much maore gentle guise than
the stern warnings of H, P. Bla-
vatsky, Perhaps that is because G, de
Purucker realized that the emotional
and psychic excitement about the sub-
jeet had to a large extent died down,
and that the time had come for a new
light to be thrown upon it, makihg
it apparent that the path of disciple-
ship is a natural path, and that Jiffi-
colt though it is, ta be sure, it is just
as possible for peaple in the West as
it is for Hindus and Asiatics, because
it is essentially the way to peace ahd
the cessation of suffering of heart, mihd
and body,

T'he thoughts that T will set down
are in nu sense my own, for there is
no monopaely on tdcas, aid many readers
will recognize them as theirs, and will
probably have given expression to them
in their own turn,

In the first place, like the mountains
that look blue because of the distance,
Chelaship wears a kind of glamor to
those who see it from afar. Let us but
approach it even superficially, and this
glamor disappears in a trice, for the
Path of Chelaship is ourselves as we
grow, and the painful process of slough-
ing off our weaknesses has absolutely
ne glamor about it. Quite the reverse,
for we begin to see ourselves objective-
lv, and the picture is anything but
flattering.

The need for distinguishing the
true from the false is of primary im-
portance, for the very desire for Che-
laship tends to excite the hmasinarion
of the individual, and nothing is easier
than to become self-deluded. There is
a great temptation to imasine that one
has achieved, when actually one onlv
desires, and while in one sense this
shows that at least the individual has
the desire to become une with his
Higher Self, it is really the greatest
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detervent to his own progress, The
whole question of Chelaship 15 buile
on paradoxes, and 11, P, Blavatsky
gave us the key to the whole matter
when she sald: “First deserve, then
d(_’si]-e-"

Speaking of paradoxes, let us jot
down a few of them, as this may help
to clarify the picture, for, like a coin,
it is incomplete unless we can view it
from two angles. In the following we
should have no difficulty in distinguish-
ing heads from tails.

Iools rush in where angels fear 1o
tread, It is the “angel” in man that
Cheroues the Glela, not the lower self
that often plays the “fool.”

T'o attempt to become adept is the
most difficudt task 2 man can under-
take, The Path of Chelaship s the
wnst nedural path in the universe. It
means giving ap saflering, and the
causes of suffering.

Chelaship is achieved when one has
placed oneself ynder the direct tute-
lage of an Adept. The work of a
Teacher is v lead the disciple to the
feer of his nwn fnner Guide, than
which for him there is nune higher.

[« would be extremely dangerous
for most of us te be put in touch
with the Masters. AH who are daing
the Masiers’ work place themselves
wunder their care, and receive help from
them.

All the evil propensities of a man's
nature are “boiled out” and come to
the surface tn Chela-training, Chela-
ship calls out, because jt requires, the
best in a man., He becomes his vaon
Higher Self marde manifest,

‘T'he fact that there were a few in
the early days (notably Damodar aml
Subba Row) whe made the grade, is
a staff for anyene who would essay the
difficult ascent. As H, P. B. said in sub-
stance: “Nothing can hold back the
aspirant if he has a determuination that
brooks np dental, and if he has within
him the elements of success,” This last
is very important, because it takes into
account the man's own karman, and it
might be suid, as a consequence, that
suceess depends upon o man’s having

a tavorable karman, built up through
a series of lives,

We have been shown a ray of hope,
and we nuy glean it for outselves from
observation and study. Although we
have been impressed with the fact
that success has been attained by very
few indeed, and may at times think:
“Chetaship can have nothing to do
with me. It is so far beyond me that
in some twenty lives, perhaps, 1 can
begin to think sericusly abour it,” we
are nevertheless assured by (3. de Pur-
ucker that at least certain aspects of
it are aftainable by alt who sincerely
desire to work for the spiritual awak.
ening of Humanity.

The will to work in itself quickens
the feet of the student, and brings to
him sote awareness of the richness of
the ner life. After all, Chelaship is
a matter which concerns  the inner
nature of the man. “Therefore, our.
wardly an individual may be quite
nnaware of any progress that he may
have made, and to deny the possibiliry
of entering rlic Chela-life may be the
denial of the experiences of his own
Higher Self, with a consequent retard-
ation in his progress, Tt may be tha
anly after his [oner Self has acquired
4 certain amount of experience and
growth, can it fmpress the mind of
the outward man with the mwareness
of the inner life, ‘This awareness comes
slowly, appearing first as intuitions,
“hunches,” as they are called. “I"he man
i= fartunate if these intuitions tzke the
form of an increased understanding of
the aperations of Nature, for then it
means that his consciousness is expand-
ing, and his progress will be relatively
quick.

Because of this, 2 man necd not look
for special signs, nor need he be form-
ally told where he stands, He can judye
this largely for himself. Among nnun
indications, perhaps the answer to the
following question will be the mast
mportant: Gan he, even if he wwished
to, cease to wark for the spiritual en-
fighicnment of mankind? Far one thing
only is important to us — ro work wn-
ceasingly to Nt the heavy load of sul-

[ . —~

;




fering that weighs on the world, T'e  the nature of the student of Life. He
console a single heart weighed down by has within the core of his being a god
gricf will carry the pilgrim’s feet a who is ready and waiting to manifest
thousand tites farther than months of  his spiricual-divine energies through the
meditating on how to reach the Mahadt-  mind of the man, and when the man
wais, The most workable formula 1 by a supreme etfort of his own Spiritual
know of is composed of ( part of living  Will makes that contact, he then be-
the life mixed with 1 part of studying  comes a Mahitman, Chelaship is the
the teachings. For living the life awak-  training whereby the man awakens
ens the understanding, and knowing  within himself the faculties that make
the doctrine apens the nature to a new  this At-One-ment an accomplished tact,
understanding of the life to be lived. 1 it were nat that these greater feats
The rest will take care of itself, have been accomplished, Chelaship
‘I'he growth that is possible in the  would be possible in neither the Kast
nature of the disciple follows in minia-  nor the West.
ture the pattern of the spiritual growth So it is wholly right that we should
that takes place in Humanity at large, have longings and pechaps a kind of
as the result of the work of the nostalgia when we consider the matter
Hierarchy of Compassion. [his Spicit-  of Chelaship. A great deal of common
ual Hierarchy is universat in its field  sense must be used In respect to our
of action, and its human representa-  own thoughts and feelings on the sub-
tives form what is known as the Hroth-  ject, There is a fine line of demarcation
crlnod of the White T.odge. We are  between madesty on the oue hand, and
taught that early in the history of the & recognition of our spiritual assets on
human race, certain individuals who  the other, for we must know our
had progressed bevond the norm, took  strengtlh and have confidence in onr
counsel among themselves, and by a  ability to grow, We luve no right to
deliberate act of white magic made of ignore our higher passibilities, for the
themselves the first vehicles for the need is as great today as it ever was,
manifestation of certain super-terres-  and no matter how small our begin-
trinl heings who are part of the very nings, there is u task to fit everyone's
fabric of this Hierarchy of Compassion,  strength.
T'hose greater beings were ready and At present it is not of the least Du-
waiting, and when the human vehicles  portunce that we should see the M-
were also ready, they established con-  hdtmans, bue it is of vital importance
tact and have been with us ever since.  that we should be doing their work,
Precisely the same thing happens 1o The rest will take care of itself.

i

. . . he who would profit by the wisdom of the universal mind, has to
reach it through the whole of huwmanity without distinction of race, complexian,
religion or social status. 1t is ¢ftruisu, not ego-ism even in jts most legal and noble
conception, that can Tead the unit to merge its little Sebf in the Universal Selves,
It is to these needs and to this work that the true disciple of true Occultisin has
to devote himself, if he would abtain theo-sophy, divine Wisdom and Knowledge.

“ ... We are in the Kali Yuga and its fatal influence is a thousand-fold
more powerful in the West than it is in the East; hence the easy preys made by the
Powers of the Age of Darkness in this cyclic struggle, and the many delusions
under which the world is now laboring, One of these is the refative facility with
which men fancy they can get at the ‘Gate’ and cross the threshold of Occultism
without any great sacrifice. 1t is the dream of most Theosophists, une inspived by
desire for Power and personal seffishness, and it is not such feelings that can ever
lead them to the coveted goal. | .7

— . P, Blavatsky, ‘Occultism versus the Occule Avts,” Lecifer, Vol ii, May, 1888,
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HAVE YOU HEARD? . ..

. that Phomas Alva Edison (1847-1931), whose centenary is being cele
brated this year, became a member of the Theosophical Socicty in (874, and held
in very high esteem the Founders of the Movement and their objctives.

. that Mohandas Karamchand Ghaodi, according te his own estimony  {See
Mahating Gandhi, His Own Story, edited by C. F. Andrews, Macmillan Co.,
1930, pp. 90-92), was induced to vead for the first time his own native and
priceless Blaganad-Gird by two Theosophists in Ingland, who later introduced
him to H. P. Blavarsky and to Annie Besant who had just then joined the I8,
He atso read The Key to Theosophy. All of this meant a turning point in his life.

. that Major General Abner W, Doubleday {1819-1893), of Gettyshurg
fame, also a distinguished {nventor and the founder of baseball, identified hin-
self at a very early date with the "Fheosophical Socicty, and was appointed “Pres-
ident ad inmterine” of same, when Col. Henry $teel Olcott and Madam . P.
Blavatsky left New York for India, in 1878,

. . that one of the very few reviews of H. P. Blavatsky's works appearing in
Russian literary journals, namely, a review of The Key to T heasophy, was written
by one of the greatest philosophers bori on Russian soil, unfortunately but little
koown abroad, Viadimir 5. Solovinff (See Russkope Obozreniye — Russian
Review — Vol iv, August, 1890, pp. 881-886), a Platonist and mystic whose
insight into Buddhist thought established a powerful link between him and the
objectives of the Theosophical Movement.

. that the so-called co-axial telephone cable, now being Iaid across the United
States, was conceived by one of our most active and able Theosophists, the tate
Major Hubert §, Turner, inventor and lecturer, who used in connection with
this invention one of the key-passages in H. P. Blavawsky's The Secret Doctrine
{such as Vol. i, pp. 129 ¢f seq.), regarding the “Ring Pass-Not,” and applied
1ts profound occult idea to the world of physical forces. As above, so below, truly !

. that the United States Department of the lnterior, Office of Education,
Washington, 1. C., has issued some time ago a three-page leaflet entitled “IJiid
Atlantis Exist?”, enumerating a number of intervesting points in confirmation of
the probable extstence of this lost continent, some of which points are a vindica-
tion of certain passages in the writings of H. P. Blavatsky.

. . that the Masters knew exactly when the hour of India's freedom wifl strike,
In a fetter to A. P. Sinnere {T'he Letters of H. P, Blavatsky to 4. P, Sinrcit,
P 206), H.P.B. writes: ©“, , . Master says that the hour for the retirement of
vou Iinglish has not struck nov will it — il next century and that ‘late enongh
to sce even Dennie an olid, old man® as K.H, sai:l some time ago, . . ."" Dennie was
A. P. Sinnert’s son, born in 1868 ; he would have been 79 had he lived till 1947,
Ta the vision of an adept much of what we miscall the “fucure” lies in full
view as an open hook.
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EXCHANGE MAGAZINES —

We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the current issues of the following maga-
zines and journals: The Theosophist (Adyar, India), Brahmavidya (Adyar], El Teosofs
Sudamericano {Mantevideo, Uruguay), O Teosofista 1530 Paulo, Brazil), The Canadian
Theosaphist (Toronto, Canadal, Theosophia {Aarhus, Denmark), Theosophical News
and Nates ILonden, England), The indian Theosophist (Benares, India), Thessophy in
lreland {Oublin, lreland), Beletin Mexicana and Dharma (Mexico), Amanecer (San
Pedro de los Pings, Mexico), De Theosophische Beweging (Amsterdam, Holland), The
American Theosophist [Wheaton, 1Il.], Dezvenir {Montevideo, Uruguay), The Theo-
saphical Movement (Bembay, India), Theosophy (Los Angeles, Calif.), Het Theosotisch
Forum (Retterdam, Holland), Teosofiskt Forum {(Stockholm, Sweden), The Golden
Lotus {Philadelphia, Pa.), The New Age Interpreter (Los Angeles, Calif.}, Free Mind
IPartland, Ore.), Divine kife and Bicssphia (Mexico), The Quarter Hour {Los Angeles,
Calif.], FEiremican (Hyde, England!, The Resicrucian Magazine (Qceanside, Calif.},
Ludziom Dobrej Woli (South Bend, Ind.}, Bolletino Mansile (Savona, Italy), Teosofisk
Tidskritt {Stockholm, Swedenl.

o[ooéing 30:' jﬁaf ﬂarc{- 570 - gef /.?ooé .?

Or is it a first edition? —— Maybe it's an early Theosophical Classic? — Or a scarce Orien-
ta) Scripture? — Or is it 3 specialized work on some Occult subject? — Or maybe a
suitable Christmas Gift? . . . Why not write to the Port Orient Baok Co., 1252 First
Avenue, San Diego 1, Calif.! — Personal interest in your needs and courteous service
assured. Write for complete list of beoks on hand. Eastern writings, Theosophy and

Occultism -—— 3 specialty,

THEOSOPRHICAL MOYEMENT

{Partial Directaryl .

THE THEQSOPHICAL SQCIETY: Intern’l Hdgrts., Advar, Madras, India. C., Jinarajadasa, President.
Off. Organ of the Pres.: The Theosophist.
United States Section: James 5. Perkins, Gen. Sec'y, “Olcott,” Wheaton, 1. Off. Organ:
The American Theosaphist,
Canadian Section: Lt.-Col. E. L. Thomson, Gen. Sec'y, 52 Isabcila St., Toronto, Ontaria.  Off.
Qrgan: The Canadian Theesophist (Dudley W. Barr, Editors.
Literature: The Theosophical Publishing House, Adyar, Madras, India, and 68 Great Russell 5t
Londen W.C. 1, England. — The Theosophical Press, “Olcott,” Wheaton, |ll. — Editions Advyar,
4 Square Rapp, Paris vil. France.

THE THEQSOPHICAL SOCIETY: Intern'l Hdgrts., Covina, Calif., U.5.A. Arthur L. Conger, Leader.
Off. Organ: The Theosophical Forum.
American-Canadian  Section: Maj. Oliver ). Schooamaker, Pres., Thzosophical Headquarters,
Covina, Calif.
Literature: Theosophical University FPress, Covima, Calif. - Theosophical Book Co, 119
Stoughton Rd., Guildferd, Surrey, England. — U.M., C.A.l. van Disheek c.v., Mwe. "s-Graveland-
scheweg 36, Bussum, Holland, —- Box 1292 G.P.O., Sydney, Australia, — Teosofiska Bokférlaget,
Tegnérsgatan 29, Stockholm, Sweden.

THE UNITED LODGE OF THEOSOPHISTS: selected list of centers —
Los Angeles 7, Calif., 245 West 33rd 5t. Literature: Theosophy Company, publishers of ihe
magazire Theosophy. R
Bcmbay, India, 51 Mahatma Gandhi Rd. Literature: Thessephy Company, Lid, Publishers of the
magazine The Theosephical Movement. - Internalional Book House, Lid, Bombay 1. —
“Aryasangha,' Malabar Hill, Bombay 6, Editors of the magaznie The Aryan Path.

Bombay 19, india, snanda Mivas, Bhau Daji Road, Matunga.
London, England, 17 Great Curmberland Place.

Paris v, France, 14 Rue de I'Abbé de I'Epée.

Sydney, Australia, Federation House, 166 Philip 5¢.
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A THOUGHT TOD REMEMBER

[1s coGperative work, as in every other problemn before students of occultism, ]
there are two extremes to be aveided and one right course to be maintained; two
evils apposed to one good; a pair of opposites reconciled by a unity; and in codp- ]

erative work, as in other preblems, many make the mistake of avoiding the more
obviously extreme merely to fall into the other extresne which is less obviously
wrong, A body of workers should neither repel one another nor lean on oue
another. The former maxim is so obvious that no one fails to recognize its truth
and to strive to act in accardance with it; but there are many whao, in daing so,
rush to the opposite pole of weak reliance on others, Workers should dling to
the cause, not to each other; for if they cling to each other, the failure of an
individual will be disastrous for the whole; while, if each one clings to the cause,
each one must be torn away separately ere the whole fabric can be destroyed. The
pillars of a temple do not lean up against one anather, neither da they counteract
cach other: each stands firmly on its ewn base and is independent of the support
of the others, yet all unite in the common object of supporting the dome. We must
be us the pillars of a temple, helping one another, vet independent and each on
his own base. "L'he destruction of one or two does not seriously impair the build-
ing, far the others still stand firm. , . .

Many are the paradoxes that present themselves to the student of occulusm,
and among them this is not the least important — to work in perfect harmony
with our colleagues, and at the same time to work as if upon our own individual
cffort depended the whole enterprise. I'o realize this we must be united yet
independent.

— Henry Travers Edge, The Path, Yol ix, May, 1894,
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TUMUHRUW 1NES NOT WATT!

BORIS de ZIRKOFF

I'he Age we live in is a historic Age.

From East to West, and from North
to South, and all over the Globe, the
dawn of a New Age Is breaking, and
imankind is entering inte yet unerodden
fields of evolution and growth,

It 15 o great time to be alive, A time
specially welcomed by students of the
Ancient  Wisdom, genuine mystics,
seckers after "Fruth , . . a time of un-
told spiritual opportunitics and grave
responsibilities as well.

Teo be sure, it is a time of great
confusion, of harassing uncertainty, and
of increasing tension. But these are
mere symptoms of a process of re-ad-
justnient the human race is undergoing
in order to meet the intellectual and
psycholugical requirements of a new
age.

The fact ts that all over the world
a new spirireal force has been released
by the Guides and Custodians of man-
kind, and the great, wide spaces are
being swepe clean by the “Wind of
the Spirit,” cleansing, purifying, in-
vigorating. , . ,

And yet, some there are, here and
there and everywhere, wha are sitting
aghast, watching the strange changes,
bewildered, benumbed, thrown out of
balance, weeping over their shatterced
illusions, crying over their ruined fairy-
-astles, unable to adjust themselves to
the heightened tempe of the caravan, as
it moves over new and unfamiliur
terrain.

But Tomorrow does not wait!

Tomorvow is an age of World-Civ-
ilization, embracing mankind as =«
whaole,

In this united and integrated world,
existing individual cultures, both of the
East and of the West, will furnish
those distinctive national apd ethuic
achievements which are the result of
their  own individual  evolutionary
growth,

‘Tomorrow is an age of world-citi-
zenship, wherein a new concept of the
Citizen of the World —— the man with-

out a country — shall rise above the
separative and utterly insufficient con-
cept of nationul cicizenship,

Allegiance to Mankind and its high-
er spiritual interests will have to take
the place of personal allegiances to
kings, states, leaders, racial and tribal
moulds, sutworn traditions,

Medimval patterns of thought, cher-
ished slogans, will have to be given up,
Racial animosities, feudal rights of cn-
trenched minorities, scliish sovereign-
ties, will have to be abandoned, and
replaced by universal conceptions, ties
of genuine friendship between one part
of the globe and another, and a feeling
of unbreakable solidarity.

The brazen era of narrow boun-
daries, physical and mental, aof caste
distinctions, and of vested interests {or
selfish and cruel ends, has now closed,

The clarton-call for a living lroth-
erhood of Humanity has been sounded,
sund its echo is reverberating 1o millions
of human hearts,

I'ke Book of Life is opened at a new
chapter, Across the page there runs in
flaming letters the heading: “Giodal
Consciousness,” and it tells of the -
resistible drive of evolution towards a
Living Brotherhood of the Human
Race,

Tomorrow is an age of fresh loyal-
ties — lovalty to Mankind, loyalty to
Truth, loyaity to Justice, loyalty to the
disinherited and the oppressed of the
sarth, so that they may be redeewed.
and raised, and uplifted, and humanly
ensouled. Lovalty to the Whole, in-
stewd of to the fragments, | ., .

And Tomoarrow does not wait!

Tomorrow is the age when the
greatest danger to mankind's future
will be controlled and tamed. That
greatest danger 15 ., . . Seienre; Science
in the hands of war-mangers; Scilence
in the clutches of irresponsible, a-moral,
narrow-minded schemers, whose con-
flicting imperialisms play ducks und
drakes with human minds and hearts.

In the civilization of Uemorrow Sci-
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ence wili be in the undivided posses-
sion of the genuine scientist, laboring
for the sake of pure Knowledge, mind
its atrainmments and results will be held
in trust by some high-minded Adiin-
jstrative Body formed of the noblest
thinkers of mankind, who will be
Trustees for the Human Race, and will
have the power wnd the “know-how”
to steer scientific achievements into
channels of universal usefulness, world-
wide helpfulness, and beunefit for all.

Scientific inventions will be “pat-
ented” by mankind, and the “patents”
will be held by responsible parties —
citizens of the world at large — there-
by preventing these inventions from
being exploited by the envoys and the
underlings from the Nether Regions,
and used to kill and cripple us and re-
duce our homes and the fruit of our
honest labor into heaps of smouldering
ash, ...

And Tomorrow is right around the
carner !

I this era of world-wide re-aljust-
ment the Theosophical Movement —
in the broadest sense of the term —
plays a paramount pare, It is universal,
ageless, utterly impersonal, and mani-
fests itself in Protean forms through
every open channel the world over,
‘I'he “Leachers work through every ave-
nue that is available, ‘T"here is ne mono-
poly on “T'ruth,

Unfartunately the same cannot be
satd about the organized Theosophical
Socicties of the present day, Had they
kept to the original program of the
Parent Bady, as launched by H, P.
Blavatsky under the direct guidance of
her own Teachers, they would be today
a tremendous power for good,

‘F'o be sure, they are still doing a
great dea] of good, but the organized
‘1*hensophical bodies cannot be the great
redeeming power in the midst of man-
kind, or offer the one paramount solu-
tion for the prevailing confusion, as
long as they arve engaged in back-biting,
organizational  disputes, professianal
jealousies, and idealogical conllicts,

The lack of an over-all Spicitual

Leadership is evident in all of them,
and this precisely because they cannot
get together, forget their diffcrences
and forge ahcad, united, through the
portals of Tomorrew, into the New
Age,

And so the Theasophicil Movement,
as a spiritual force issuing from the
fountain-head of the occult life of this
Farth, must either purify these vehi-
cles which have become clogged with
human ignorance and inertia, or must
find for itself new channels, new vehi-
cles, new veins and arteries, unaifected
by psycho-mental arterio-sclerasis, in
which to fow unimpeded and free.

For ‘I'omorrow does not wait!

Are vou afraid of Tomorrow?

I vou are — you are afraid of your-
seff. You are then afraid of your own
limitations, your own inertia, and your
uwn fear of change. . . .

For Tomorrew is in You, Tomor-
row 15 your own ability to respond to
the finer vibrations of a new era, to
attune your receiving apparatus to the
broadcasts from a loftier stratosphere,

But Tomorrow is na Utopia; it is
not a Paradise, nor a heaveuly man-
ston. 1Jo not mistake: Tomarcow will
have its own problems to selve, hut
they will be grander preblems, and
will be solved by a nobler type of men,

With all our inherent shortcomings,
as human beings and as stwdents, we
nevertheless have access to certain teach-
ings in which resides a redeeming
power for ali men. It is our baunden
duty to see that these teachings are
passed on to those who are willing to
listen and are ready to receive, In doing
sn, it is jtoperative that we pass them
on impersonally, intelligently, and un-
adulterated by personal whims, selfish
motives, or sectarian fanaticisnn, And
above everything, that they be not
sotled and distorted by fantastic fmag-
imings arising from psychic delusions
which have spread, like an epidemic,
the world over,

This is a time tor action, May our
actings in the Cause of “Fruth be wise!l

For ‘Fomorrow does nor wait!
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THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY:

Its Mission and Its Future
H. P. BLAVATSKY

Excerpts from an Editorial originally published in Lucifer (London), Vol.
11, No. 12, August 15, 1888, pp. 421-433, It was written in the fornyof a runbing
commentary on Emile Burnouf's article concerning the T.5., and embodies in
the original a nwnber of long quotations fram his essay. We reprint in these
pages the essential portions of ILP.B.’s commems. — Editors,

It has seldom been the good fartune of the Theosophical Society to meet
with such courteous and even sympathetic treatment as it has received at the
hands of M, Emiie Burnouf, the well-known Sanskritist, in an article in the
Revue des Deux Mondes (July |5, 1888) — “Le Bouddhisine en Ovcidens.”

Such an article proves that the Society has at last taken its rightful place
in the thought-life of the X1Xth century, It marks the dawn of a new era in

its history, and, as such, deserves the most careful consideration of all those whe

are devoting their energies 1o its work. M. Burnouf's position in the world of
Eastern scholarship entitles his opinion to respect ; while his name, that of ane of
the first and most justly honoured of Sanskrit scholars {the late X, Eugéne
Burnouf), renders it more than probable that a man bearing such a name will
make no hasty statements and draw no premature cenclusions, but that his deduc-
tions will be founded on careful and accurate study. . . .

. . . The ‘T".5. was not created to propagate any dogma of any exoteric, ritual-
istic church, whether Buddhist, Brahmanical, or Christian, "This idea is a wide-
spread and general mistake; and that of the eminent Sanskritist is due to a seli-
evident saurce which misled him. M. Burnouf has read in the Lazus, the journal
of the Theosophical Society of Paris, a polemical correspandence between one
of the Tiditors of Lucifer and the Abbe Roca, The latter persisting — very
unwisely — in connecting theosophy with Papism and the Roman Catholic
Church — which, of all the dogmatic world religions, is the one his correspondent
loathes the most — the philosophy and ethics of Gautama the Buddha, nnt his
later church, whether nerthern or southern, were therein prominently brought
forward. The said Editor is undeniably a Buddhist — fe, a follower of the
esoteric schaol of the great “Light of Asia,” and so is the President of the Theo-
sophical Saciety, Cotonel H. 5. Olcott, But this does not pin the theosophical
body as a whole to ecclesiastical Buddhism, The Society was founded to become
the Brotherhood of Humanity — a centre, philasophical and religious, common
ta all — not as a propaganda for Buddhism merely. Its first steps were directed
towards the same great aim that M. Burnouf ascribes to Buddha Sakyamuni,
who “opened his church to all men, without distinction of origin, caste, nation,
colour, or sex” (Fide Art. 1, in the Rules of the T.8.), adding, “My law is a
law of Grace for ail.” In the same way the Theosophical Society is open to all,
without distinction of “origin, caste, nation, colour, or sex,” and which is more —
of creed. , , |

Having summarized the history of the development of the T.S. and the
growth of its organization, the writer asks: “What is the spirit which animates
it?"” To this he replies by quoting the three objects of the Society . . ., and he
quotes the following passage from the close of the Editorial in Lucifer for Novem-
ber 1887:—

“He who does not practise altruism ; he who is not prepared to share his last
morsel with a weaker or a poorer than himself; he who neglects to help hs
brother man, of whatever race, nation, or creed, whenever and wherever he meets
suffering, and who turns a deaf ear to the cry of human misery; he who hears
an innocent person slandered, whether a brather Theosophist or not, and does not




undertake his defence as he would undertake his own —is no Theosophist.” —
(Lucifer No, 3).

In stating that the ‘I8, is “Buddhist,” M. Buenouf is yuite right, however,
from one paint of view. It has a Buddhist colouring simply because that religion,
or rather philosophy, approaches mere nearly to the "I'ruth (the secret wisdom)
than does any other exoteric form of belicf. Hence the clase connection between
the twao. But on the other hand the 1.8, is perfectly right in protesting against
being mistaken for a merely Buddhist propaganda, for the reasons given by us
at the beginning of the present article, and by our critic himself. For although in
complete agreement with him as to the frue nature and character of primitive
Rudidlrism, yet the Buddhism of to-day is none the less a rather dogmatic religion,
split into many and heterogeneous sects, We follow the Buddha alone. [here-
fare, once it becomes necessary to go behind the actually existing form, and whao
will deny this necessity in respect to Buddhism? —— once this is dene, is it not
infinitely better to go back to the pure and unadulter: lted source of Buddhism
itsell, rather than halt at an intermediate stage? .

.. [t is true that no mysteries or esotericisim exists in the two chief Buddhist
Lhuuhc-« the Southern and the Northern, Buddhists may well be content with
the dead letter of Siddartha Buddha’s teachings, as fortunately no higher or
nobler anes in their effects upon the ethics of the masses exist, to this day. But
herein lies the great mistake of all the Orientalists. ‘Ulere s an esoteric doctrine, a
soul-cunobling philosophy, behind the outward body of ecclesiastical Buddhism,
The latter, pure, chaste and immaculate as the virgin snow on the ice-capped
crests of the Himalayan ranges, is, however, as cold and desolate as they with
regard to the pust-mortem condition nf man, U'his secret system was taught to
the Arhats alone, generaliy in the Saptaparna (Mahavansa's Sattapani) cave,
known to "a-hian as the Cheta cave near the Mount Baibhar {in Pali We bh.lm),
in Rajagriha, the ancient capital of Maghada, by the Lord Buddba himself,
hetween the hours of Dhyana {or mystic contemplation}, It is from this cave —
called in the days of Sakvamuni, Saraswati, or “Bamboo-cave’ — that the Arhats
initiated into the Secret Wisdom carrvied away their learning and knowledge
beyvomd the Himalayan range, wherein the Secrer Doctrine is taught to this day.
Iad not the South Indian invaders of Cevlon “heaped into piles as high as the
top of the cocoanut trees” the offas of the Buddhists, and burnt them, as the
Christian conquerors burnt atl the secret records of the Gnostics and the Initiates,
Ovrientalists woeuld have the proof of it, and there woulid have been no need of
asserting now this well-known fact, | | |

The very essence of the position taken up by the 1.8, is that it asserts and
maintaing the truth commaon to all religions; the truth which is true and undefiled
by the concretions of ages of human passions and needs, But though Theosophy
means [divine Wisdom, it implies nothing resembling belief in a personal god,
bt is ot “the wisdom of God,” but divine wisdom, "I'he "Fheosophists of the Alex-
andrian  Neo-Platonic school believed in “pods” and “demons” and in one
impersonal Ansovure Durry, To continue ! —

“Our contemporary habits of life,” says M., Burnouf, “are not severe;
they tend vear by vear to grow maore gentle, but alse more boneless. “Fhe
moral stumina of the men of to-day is very feeble; the ideas of good and
evil are not, perhaps, obscured, but the redlf to act vightly lacks energy. What
men seck above all is pleasure and that somnolent state of existence called
condart, . ., 3o we not see the doctrine of the ‘struggle for life' applied to
every function of human life? | ., Tf the 1.8, succeeds in refuting this
pretended law of the ‘struggle for e’ and in extirpating it from men's
minds, it will have done in cur day a miracle greater than these of
Sakyanwmi and of feses.”




Awd this miracle the Theosophical Sociery wifl perform, Lt will do this, nit
' by disproving the relative existence of the liw in question, but by assigning
?‘ ‘ et its due place in the harmonious order of the universe; by unveiling its true
- meanting and nature and by showing that this pseuds law is a “pretended™ law
indeed, as far as the buman family is concerned, and a fiction of the most danger-
P ous kind, “Self-preservation,” on these lines, is indeed and in truth a sure, if a
l slow, suicide, for it is a policy of mutual homicide, because men by descending
P to its practical application among themselves, merge more and more by a retro-
| grade reinvolution into the animal kingdom. This is what the “struggle for life”
’ is in reality, even an the purely materialistic lines of political economy. Chce that
. this axtomatic truth is proved ta all men; the same nstinct of self-preservation
i only directed into its true channef will make them turn to altruism — as their
{. ‘surest policy of salvation,

! It is just because the real founders of the Society have ever recognized the
wisdam of trath embodied in one of the concluding paragraphs of My, Burnouf's
b excellent article, that they have provided against that terrible emergency in their
|' fundamental teachings. The “struggle for existence” applies only 10 the plysical,

never to the moral plane of being, Fherefore when the author warns us in these
! awfully truthful words:

- “Universal charity will appear out of date; the rich will kecp their wealth
' and will go on accumulating more; the poor will became impoverished in pro-
' vortion, until the day whea, propelled by hunger, they will demand bread, not of
theosophy but of revolution. Theosophy shall be swept away by the hurricane. .,

T'he Theosophical Society repiies: “It surely will, were we to follow ont

i kis well-meaning advice, yel ane which is concerned but with the Ineer plane.”
1t is not the policy of self-preservation, not the welfare of one or another per-
e sonality in its finite and physical form that will or can ever secure the desived
| object and screen the Society from the effects of the social “hurricane” to cone;
e but anly the weakening of the feeling of separateness in the units which compose ]
| its chief element, And such a weakening can only be achieved by a process of
inner enlightenment, 1t is not violence that can ever insure bread and comfort for ]
L. all; nor is the kingdom of peace and love, of mutual help and charity and “food
for atl,” to be conquered by a cold, reasoning, diplomatic policy, 1t is only by
s the close brotherly union of men’s inner seives, of soul-solidarity, of the growth
| and development of that feeling which makes one suffer when onc thinks of the
suffering of others, cthat the reign of Justice and equality for all can ever be
fnaugurated, This is the first of the three fundamencal objects for which the
Theosaphical Seciety was established, and called the “Universal Brotherhood of
Man,” without distinction of race, colowr or creed.

When men will begin to realise that it is precisely that ferocious personal
selfishness, the chief motor in the “struggle for life,” that lies at the very bottom
and is the one sole cause of human starvation; that it is that other — national
':’ egoisim and vanity which stirs up the States and rich individuals to bury enormous
. capitals in the unproductive erection of gorgeous churches and temples and the
' support of a swarm of social drones called Cardinals and Bishops, the true para-

sites an the bodies of their subordinates and their flocks — that they will try ta
remedy this universal evil by a healthy change of palicy. And this salutary revo-
v lution can be pearefutly accomplished only by the Theosophical Society and its
teachings, . . . '
At this juncture we shall take leave of our learued, and perhaps, too kind
critie, to address a fow words to Theosophists in general.

Has our Society, as a whole, deserved the Rattering words and notice
bestowed npon it by M. Burncuf? How many of its individual members, how
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many of its branches, have carried out the precepts contained in the noble words
of a Master of Wisdom, as quoted by onr author fram No. 3 of Lucifer? “He
who does not practise” this and the other “is no Theasophist,” says the quotation.
Nevertheless, those who have never shared even their superiluous — let alone their
List morsel — with the poor; those whao continue to make a difference in their
heacts between g coloured and a white brother; as afl these to whom malicious
remarks against their neighbours, uncharitable gossip and even slander under
the slightest provecation, are like heavenly dew on their parched lips — call and
regard themselves as Theasophists!

It is certainly not the fault of the minerity of true Theosaphists, who do tey
to follow the path and whao make desperate efforts to reach i, if the mujority
of their fellow members do not, Tt is not to them therefore that this is addressed,
but to those whao, in their fierce love of Self and their vanity, instead of trving
to carry out the original programnie to the best of their ability, sow broadeast
amaong the members the seeds of dissension; to those whese personal vanity, dis-
content and lave of power, often ending in ostentatiun, give the lie to the original
progeamme and to the Soviety's imotta,

Liuleed, thaose ariginal aims of the First Secerion of the Theasophical Society
under whose mlvice and guidance the second aad thivd merged into one were
{irst founded, can never be too often recalled to the minds of our members.® "T'he
Spirit of these aims is clearly embodied in a letter from ane of the Mlasters quoted
in the Qreeult W orid, on pages 71 and 73, hose Theosaphists then, — who in
the course of time and events would, or have, departed from those original aims,
and instead of complying with them bave sugpested new policies of administra-
tion from the depths of their inner consciousness, are not frue to their pledyes.

“But we have always worked on the lines originally traced to us — some
of them proudly assert.

“You have not” comes the reply from those who know more of the true
Founders of the 'I.S. behind the scenes than they do — or ever will if they gn
on working in this mood of Self-illusion and self-sufficiency.

What are the lines traced by the “Masters?' Listen to the authentic worde
written by one of them in [880 to the author of the Grewdt Noorid:

. .. “To our minds these motives sincere and worthy of every serious con-
sideration from the worldly standpoint, appear selfish, . . . 'Fhey are selfish,
because you must be aware that the chief object of the Thessophical Soviety is
nol so mueh to gratify individual aspirations as to serve our feflow wmen, o . and
in our view the highest aspirations for the welfare of humanity become tainted
with selfishness, if, 10 the mind of the philanthropist, there lurks the shadow of
a desive for self-benefir, or a tendency to do injustice even theve where these
exist unconsciousty to kimself, Yet, vou have ever discussed, but to put down, the
idea of a Universal Brotherhood, questioned its usefulness, and advised to remodel
the "Fheosophical Socicty on the principle of a college for the special study of
occultism, |, [7##

But another letter was writterr, also in 1880, which is not only a divec
reproaf to the Theosophists who neglect the matn idea of Brotherhood, but also
an anticipated answer to M, Emile Burnouf's chief argument, Flere are a few
extracts Trom it. [t was addressed again to those who sought to make away with

¥y Phde Rules in the st vol, of the Theosophist, pp. 179 and 180

Y This excerpt is from the second leiter of Master K., received by AL 1 Sinnen
at Simfa, Cetober 19, 1880, The complete text of this particalar paragraph nay lic
fevnd in Fhe Alahatma Letters fo AP0 Sinnenr, ppo 7-%5 ic would seem that 11LPR
Halicized certain passages from he Master's Letter, as in the published versinn auly
thee ward welfich {preceeding (e st set of dots abeve) appears i italivs, ‘FPhe eniire
Lenter s of grean impoartance and should be studicd, —- Kditor, Theoruphia,
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the “‘sentimental title,” and make of the Society but an arena far “cup-growing
and asteal bell-ringing” : —

.. In view of the ever-increasing triumph and, at the same tipe, misuse
of freethought and liberty, how is the combative natural instinct of man to he
restrained from inflicting hitherto unhead-of eruelties, enormities, tyranny, injus-
tice, if not through the soothing influence of a brotherhood, and af the practical
application of Buddha's esoteric doctrines? . . . Buddhism is the surest path to
lead men towards the one esoteric truth. As we find the world now, whether
Christian, Mussulman, or Pagan, justice is disregarded and honour and mercy
bath lung to the winds. In a word, how, since that the main abjects of the
T'heosophical Society are misinterpreted by those who are most willing to serve
us personally, are we to deal with the rest of mankind, with that curse known as
‘the struggle for life,” which is the real and most prolific parent of most ywoes
and sorrows, and all crimes? Why has that struggle become the almost universal
schete of the universe? We answer: because no religion, with the exception of
Buddhism, has hitherto taught a practical contempt for this carthly life, while
each of them, always with that one solitary exception, lias through its hells and
damnations inculeated the greatest dread of death., 'Uherefore we do find that
‘struggle for life’ raging maost fiercely in Christian countries, most prevalent in
Furope and America, lt weakens in the pugan lands, and is nearly unknown
among Buddhist populations, . . . "I'each the people to see that life on this carth,
even the happiest, is but a burden and an illusion, that it is but our own Karma,
the cause producing the effect, that is our own judge, our saviour in future lives
—and the great struggle for life will scon lose its intensity, . ., T'he world in
general and Christendom especially left for twe thousands years to the reginw
of a persanal God, as well as its political and social systems based on that idea,
has now proved a failure. If Theosophists say: “We have nothing to do with all
this, the lower classes and the inferior races [those of India for instance in the
conception of the British] cannot concern us and must manage as they can,” what
becoties of our fine professions of benevolence, reform, ete.? Are these professions
a mockery? and, if a mockery, can ours be the true path? , . . Should we devote
ourselves to teaching a few Europeans, fed on the fat of the land, many of them
loaded with the gifts of blind fortune, the rationale of bell-ringing, cup-growing,
spiritual tetephone, etc., ete,, and leaving the teeming millions of the ignorant,
of the poor and the despised, the lowly and the oppressed, to take care of them-
selves, and of their hereafter, the best they know how? Never! Perish rather
the Theosophical Society . . . than that we should permit it to become no better
than an academy of magic and a hall of OQccultism, "That we, the devoted follow-
ers of the spirit incarnate of absolute self-sacrifice, of philanthropy and divine
kindness as of all the highest virtues attainable on this earth of sorrow, the man
of men, Gautama Buddha, should ever allow the Theosophical Saciety ta repre-
sent the embodiment of selfishness, to become the refuge of the few with no
thought 1 them for the many, is a strange idea. . . . And it is we, the humble
disciples of the perfect Lamas, who are expected te permit the Theosophical
Saciety to drop its noblest title, that of the Brotherhood of Humanity, to become
a simple school of Psychology, No! No! our brothers, vou have been labouring
under the mistake too long already. Let us understand each other. He who does
not feel competent enough to grasp the noble idea sufficiently to work for it
need not undertake a task too heavy for him. . .,

“I'v be true, religion and philosophy must offer the solution of every prob-
lem, Tlat the warld is in such a sad conditien morally is a conclusive evidence
that none of its celigions and philosophies — those of the civilized races less than
any other — have ever pussessed the “Trutrni, T'he right and logical explanations
on the subject of the problems of the great duat principles, right and wrong, wond




and evil, liberoy and desporism, pain and pleasure, egotism and altruism, are as
impossible to them now as they were [880 vears ago, "They are as far from the

solution as they ever were, but, , , .

“I"o these there must be somewhere a consistent solution, and if our dactrines

will show their competence to offer it,

then the woarld will be the first ane to

canfess, that ours must be the true philosophy, the true religion, the true light,

which gives truth and nothing but the TruTH. . . .

bE

And chis TruTet is not Buddhism, but esotevic Buvinsas, “He that hath
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gars to hear, let him hear, . . .

WHAT N WE MEAN BY “SOUL?”"

L.

Ince upon a tiime the word “Soul” may
have conveyed a definice idea of the indivi-
dualized entity, hue now-a-days it is liule
more than an abstract noun, It may be im-
pussible to make a satisfactory definition of
it, but it 15 passible to get a practical con-
cept which will lead 1o a greater under-
standing of realities,

Let us ask ourselves: What is a Man?
What is an animal? And let us accept no
scatement, however factual, without delv-
ing into its meaning and its connotations.
‘['his is a necessary step because of the gen-
erally current belief that Man Aas a Soul
lut chat the animal has aef,

What is an Animal? It is a unified
hundle of attributes and qualities comman
to all Nature in varying degrees, The par-
ticular arrangement of these attribures dif-
ferentiates one unitary group from another,
making it an individualized entity. From
‘Theasophical teachings and vhserved facs
we recognize that the appearance we see
as the animal is only the external mani-
festation, and that the animal per s5e is che
animal-entity on a superiar plane. This is
evidenced by the fact that any parcial de-
straction af the physical does not change
the character or nature of the animal
‘T'herefore, we can consider logically the
synthesized entity on a superior plane to
te the animal’s soul.

What is a Man? Exactly the same, al-
though he has attributes and qualities far
more evolved than those of the animal
Furthermore, he exhibits some of them in
an active volitional maoner, which indi-
cates that he has still greater potentialities
of development in several spheres of action.
The appearance we see is therefore no
more the Man than the animal form is
the animal itself.

But we must not make the mistake of a
final analogy drawn from external apuear-
ances only, fur the whaole of the arncributes
and qualities in the Sular Systern, must
aftect every atom therein and be parts of
its  essential  composition.  Therefore, as
Man ¥ far more evolved than an animal,

he has the animal-soul and his ewn par-
ticular grade aof Man-Soul combined, and
this latter exhibits some qualities which are
not essentially hwnan but are distinetly
transmitted Herough the mare refined con-
necting links with a superior enlity.

Thus it can be inferred that 1he animal-
soul ia him is wmotivated by s past evo-
lutionary development, whick has caused
its experiences to become inssinctual and
inherent in it, so that they react automat-
ically as long as its normal life lasts. The
fluman aggregate, being only partially
evolved, has {fs experiences inhering in the
human soul, which var govern and deoes
influence the animal-soul aspect of himself.

From this it follows that the buman-soul
is  greatly influenced by the gradually
evolving Spiritual-Saul, in whose texsure,
%0 tu sav, are attributes from above and
beyond, together with those from below.
‘I'hese coalesce with it and form the con-
necting links by which the human-soul can
be brought into harmonious sympathetic
relatinnship with the Spiritual Weorld.

The cuancept therefure becames clearer,
and we can say (hat the “Soul” is that
aggregate of characteristics inhering in any
entity, on any plane, by which at any mo-
ment it manifests a unitary and individual-
ized active life. In other words, an indivi-
dualized vehicle for the manifestatian and
evelution of its central skL¥, anywhere and
eh any plane.

Thus Man is an animal with its central
self functioning in the physical body an'
in relationship 10 the physical plape; a
human —ooly partially evolved as yet—
with the center in the Mind, and related
mare particularly at present to the lower
desires and instinets; and a Soul, which
cransmits to the human-animal those higher
enerigies which stimulate all evolution, and
in which inheres every degree of experi-
ence which the Aumar encountets.

Gradually, the Spirit-Soul will be ener-
gized by wiLn and KNoOwLEDGE, and bring
forth the fully self-conscious sevenfold
ehtity — ah EARTH G,

e e ok wom mla_a




g

< e

PR

KENUWLERGE THROUGH JUSTICE

EMILY L. NERESHEIMER

[deas of life after death are usually
connected with the thought of reward
aor punishiment, No doubt an innate
sense of justice not satisfied by the ob-
servation of life on earth as men see
it, leads to this conclusion. Hence, men
believe, a post-mortem state has to re-
store the disturbed balance in human
affairs,

What, it may be asked, has the an-
cient Wisdom-Religion to sav on this
subject, and what is the busis of this
belief? Theosophy delves deeply in
solving the problem of justice, and the
restoration of harmony in human andd
Cosmic life.

Man is an istrinsic part of the uni-
verse — spicitually,  psychically, and
physically,

T'o begin with, the atoms of which
his body is compounded, and which are
ever changing, are taken again and
again from Nature's great store-house
of substances. They are only his own
for the short space of time in which
they, so to say, pass through him. He
attracts these by the nature of his
thoughts and emotions, and they are
accordingly gross or vrefined. I'hey
leave him to return to Mother Nature
with the impress of his thought-life and
emottonal nature, with increased gross
or refined tendencies, and become ac-
tive principles within the active prin-
ciples of the Universe. As a stone
thrown inte a pond causes rings to
form and spread out to the very shore-
line, so a man’s thoughts either poison
or vitalize the emotional and thought-
atmosphere around him. For we live in
an ocean of World-thought and feel-
ng,

Thar man's thoughts leave cheir im-
press on his physical constitution ¢an be
easily observed., The effects of anger
upon his digestive {unctions is unmis-

takable, as also the depleting effccts of
worry, envy, jealousy, etc. on his well-
being and physical appearance. (du the
other hand an inner calmpess and peace
preserves a man's vitality which, again.
is imprinted upon his whole personal
appearance.

A man's thonghts and desires affecr
not ouly hinself for weal ar for woe,
but also others with whom e comes
in contact. Hence an answer to the
guestion: "Am b my brother's keeper?”

T'he "I'heosophist believes that livirng
i an organized Cosmos—not in Chaos
—all ts subservient to the Law of Cause
and  Lffect—the uneguivocal  Justice
of the Universe, He also belicves in
the perfectibility of man, not in one
Earth-life alone, but in life after life
of embodied existence, Creater perfee-
tion can only be achieved throvgh the
gradual awakening in man's inmost
being of Self-rcalization, i.e., realiza-
tion of his spiritual Self which is one
with the sulrssti senF of the Uni-
verse, At first, mastery over a man's
thoughts  and  cemotions  is  gained
through experience of pleasure and
pain, Gradually he will gain an fnner
peace, even in the midst of strife, hoth
in this life and in the hereafter that
follows so-called “death.” Life never
ceases, whether here on earth or in a
post-mortem state, The tendencies we
create remain with us at all times, and
produce the happiness or suffering we

“ourselves call into being, Through the

travail of many experiences we slowly
but surely gain self-knowledge and
mastery, added discrimination and un-
derstanding of the true meaning and
purpose of life,

In the Boak of Revedating we read:

“To lum that overcometh will | give
to eat of the tree of lie"-—the tree of
Knowledge and of Wisdom.
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EACH LIFE HAS ITS PATTERN

L. KAYONNE

“I can't understand why it happened
to me!” How many times have you
said that when something had gone
wrang, and things just dido’t seem
fair? JMlavbe you were disappointed
by the postponement of some antici-
pated event, or things just didn't go
right at the office; or some event hap-
pened to change the course of things
in your life. Later on you look back
and find there was a reason for things
unfolding as they did, and often the
worst ones turn out to be blessings in
disguise. 1f we could only think of
dizappointments or changes in our lives
as blessings in disguise, how much we
could benefit by such a philosophy, 1
can look back now and find muany past
happenings that turned out to be just
that; if they hadn’t happened as they
did, and when they did, T might stilt
be in the same rur, Sometimes it takes
a painful jalt to shake us out of our
lethargy, and to make us realize our
opportunities, | used to ask the powers
that be for a philosophy to guide me in
momeuts of despair, but now | have
found that it s far more important
to have a philosophy thut will guide
me in my moments of fortune, for with-
out a guidance n such times, how
would T learn to appreciate and be
grateful for that in which T have found
happiness ?

Some ten or twelve yvears ago, T was
introduced to "Fheosophy, and didn’t
want anything to do with it. 1 didn’t
laugh at it or think it ridiculous, but
just didn’t want to be bathered about
it. To be truthful, 1 wusn’t ready for
it, and T suppese subconsciausly knew
it, T have always been in Theosophical
surroundings, having parents who were
very devoted to the teachings, but it
wasn't until two yvears ago that [ be-
came curious about this matter. Now,
upon retrospection, 1 can see where
T was just beginning to prepare myself
for the acceptance of it. Since that
time 1've become very interested, ac-
vept the teachings, and try to make

them a part of my life. During the
period of my early fntroduction to
'heosophy, 1 rebelled at the thaught
of studying it, for that was an adales-
cent period when anything spiritual
or intellectual wasn't worth the bother
to me, 1 learned many other things
during that time which had very little
to do directly with Theosophy, but
they made a good foundation for what
was o come later,

T am glad T didn't try o accepr The-
osaphy at that time, for 1 might have
acquired a permanent ddishke for it.
[ realize [ made a lot of people un-
happy then by acting the way [ did,
but it was all part of a pattern which
was o come to light later on: a blessing
in disguise, During the time when peo-
ple were trying to introduce "Thensophy
tn me, [ had something else to learn,
and far that matter, 1 still have and
always will have, but when | was
ready for Theosophy 1 found it

After finding such a philosophy, 1
then had to adapt my life to it, until
I could make it a part of living, a way
of life, Whenever things went wrong,
I becane couvinced there was a reason
for it, and that perhaps things weren’t
so bad after all. All this wasn't easy,
for the problem was to convince myself
of the Karmic pattern behind events.
This is hard to achieve, when the re-
subts or the effects of some cause seem
unfair. Then things began to “break”
for me and | realized that certain cycles
of “bad luck” in my life were on the
decline, After being on the sunny-side
of the street for awhile, T realized an
even greater need for maore guidance,
for in cycles of good fortunc there is
greater temptation to become lazy and

- indifferent, and to make mistakes. Now

T realize | have found a philasophy
which can guide me in good or bad
times, and this realization comes at
just the right time, when things are
beginning finally to develop for the
hest,
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“1 WOULD LIKE TO AShK . ..”

Questions from readers are welcome. ‘Fry 1o make them short and to the
puint. They will be answered in the light of the Ancient Wisdon, and pub-

lished ax spnce permits. — Editor.

Why are all the Masters Orientals?
Are there no Masters in the Qccident?

‘T'he first question is based on mere
assutmption, [t embodies a common mis-
conception, A Master, Mahatman or
Adept is neither an Oriental nor an
Occidental, The latter terms denote the
geographical locality in which a phy-
stcal body is born, and the Master is
net g physical body. Master, Adept or
Mahatman are terms descriptive of an
advanced state of consciousness and
kanowledge, and these are universal in
their essence,

So then, using correct terms for deli-
nite ideas, let us bear in mind that
Masters or Initiates do not use exclu-
sively Oriental bodies, and are not nec-
essarily born in Eastern lands, Uhis
misconception is probably due to the
fact that the modern Theosophical
Movement has been closely associated
with two Initiates known by the init-
tals M, and K.H., the former a Rajput
by birth, and the latter born in the
Brilimana caste of India.

In the earliest period of the Theo-
saphical Society, in the seventies of [ast
century, the initigl effort along "I'heo-
sophical lines was under the tutelage
of the Egyptial Section of the Occult
Hierarchy, known as the Brotherhood
of Luxor, In it were active among oth-
ers the Adepts known as Serapis Bey,
‘Fuitit Bey, and Hilarion Smerdis, who
were Fgyptian and Coptic by birth,

Other adeprs have been active in
the modern 'heosophical Movement,
One of them was a Hungarian of noble
birth, another an Englishman, and still
another an American Indian, One of
the greatest among them was a certain
individual of Slavonic birth, who stood
in specially close relation to H, P,
Blavatsky and her mission in the world,

‘T'here are Nlasters or lnitiates in
many lands, "Uheir whereabouts are not
:llwalys known to s, but it can be said

with vertainty that they are not limited
to Oriental countries, notably ‘['ibet,
‘T'here are occultists of the highest at-
taintment and knowledge in maore than
one Occidental country, engaged in
compassionate work for the good of the
many, fanning the flame of spiritual
aspiration among those who are seek-
ers of Truth.

1t should also be stated that Initiates
move about and travel for various pur-
poses of their own. Ample records ol
this are avatlable. Wherever they may
be at any given time, they know of each
other's whereabouts, and are =at all
times in close contact with the mystic
center of the Brotherhood, which for
long apes has been in Central Asia.
All genuine lnitiates of the Right-
Hand Path awe their allegiance ta that
fountain-head of eccult inspiration —
the mystevious land of Shambhaia —
where dwells the Hierarch or Suprenie
Head of the spiritual-psychological
Hierarchy of Adepts on this Globe.
T'his Individaality of supreme spiritual
attainment has been referred te hy
Masters A and K. H. under such
terms as the Chohan, the AMahd-Clio-
han, the Chief, which are all utles
bestowed in reverence upon this Holy
Presence, ‘I'his Hierarch is what is tech.
nically kanwn as a Nirmdwakiya —:
complete human being of very lofny
spiritual achievement, minus the phy-
sical body only. He can also be termed
a human Bodhisattva, and is the spir-
itual-personal or epoic element in the
constitution of Gautama the Budidha
which remained here on arth for the
good of mankind, after the higher por-
tions of Buddha's conscliousness entered
into their Nirvina, This Tlierarch s
an aspect of the Silent Watcher of this
CHobe, Much confusion exists on this
subject among students, and we earn-
(fst]_\-' recominend a closer stinly of the
teachings connected with gt




oy is o that Theasophists do not
tede part in any political activity?

Tlus question is somewhat confused,
I'hensophists — by which, we suppose,
the questioner means members of a
Theasophical Society — most certainly
do take part in political activities, but
they do so as individuals, as citizens or
subjects of a countiy, not as an organ-
ization, Kach one of them has some
political bias or preference, although
there probably are many who have no
definite leaning one way or ancther in
respect to political affairs. We must
bear in mind that every time a student
of T'heasaphy votes or takes some other
part in the self-government of his coun-
try, he is politically active. Moreover,
if he is a true Theosophist who is try-
ing to live what he professes, his poli-
rical activity, as an individual citizen,
will be enlightened amd noble-minded,
and directed towards some ultimare im-
provement of the state of public affairs,

However, it should be born in mind,
and thoroughly understood, that the
I’heusaphical Seciety, fram its very in-
ception, has been strictly non-political.
As an organization, it represents no spe-
cial political system of thought, theory,
or doctrine, just as it does not repre-
sent any special religious creed or faith,
It contains within its ranks people of
all political affiliations ar leanings, and,
as a Society, it exercises no jurisdiction
over the palitical, religious, philosoph-
ical, ar scientific beliefs of its mem-
bers, 1t is, therefare, unsectarian in the
highest and fullest sense of this term.
And no temporary departures from this
fundamental basis on the part of this,
that, or another body of students, small
or lirge, alters in the slightest the basic
naturve af this platform, although it
does indicate the presence of human
weaknesses and  shortcemings anong
Theosophists, as s easily understood.

‘I'he Vheasophical Society does naot
vote; it does not support monarchy,
representative republivanism, socialism,
communism, or dictatorship, and this
for the simple reason that the Theo-
suphical Society is not an individual or
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i person, but consists of thousands of
men and women belonging to every
ethonic stock and every belief of man-
kind. Their one binding element is a
sincere recognition of the reality of
Universal Brotherhood as a fact in
Nature, In everything else, they ditfer
widely from each other, and respect
each other’s views and convictions.

The word “politics” has been de-
graded by malpractice, as so many other
words have, It now means a conten-
tion hetween mutually-opposed and an-
tagonistic political parties, while, as a
word, it is derived from the Greek
politeia, which meant the relation of
the citizen to the srate, the condition
and rights of citizenship. Other deriva-
tives from this word meant statesman-
ship, the art and science of ruling oth-
ers,

In The Key to Theasophy (pp. 227-
237, 263-271), and elsewhere in her
writings, H., P. Blavatsky points out
in earnest and convineing language the
necessity for every student of Theo-
sophy to tuke intelligent part in the
social, civic, and genuinely *poli-
tical” duties and affairs of his country,
so as to infuse through every apen
channel at his disposal nobler and high-
er ideas of justice, fair-play and im-
provement in the social structure of
the day. Even if your ewn personal
“statesnnnship™ may not go any further
than your voting precinet, remember
that in the ciase of some other student,
karmically placed in that position, it
may involve the destinies of millions
of human beings, and make of him an
enlightened statesman of the New Age,

Mutual bickerings of political pare-
jes have nothing to da whatsoever with
the standards and the lives of FTheo-
sophists, but Statecraft, the well-nigh
lost art of enlightened statesmanship,
is 1 science derived from the ancient
Mystery-8chools, and  will 1o due
course of time become a powertul con-
structive element in the self-govern-
ment and the social pattern of a new
Waorld Order, in whicl, let us hope,
students of the Ancient Wisdont will
play un Important pact.




ART THOL A DREAM?

F. ARTECHE

“And now thy &f is lost in sELF,
thyself unto TRYsELE, merged n THAT
seLF froin which thou first didst radiace,

Where is thy individuality, Lanoo,
where the Lanoo himszelf? . . "

—H, I Blavatsky,
The oice of the Sifence, p. 20,

T"he injunction of the Sacred Scrip-
tures the world over s that “all is an
illusion” er Maya, as the Hindus call
it. ‘I'hat it is a riddle there is no ques-
tion, and to the “matter of fact’” indi-
vidual it all may sound like pure non-
sense. This Universe, this world, which
we see, touch and hear, so real to our
sense perceptions, is, if we are to ac-
cept these teachings, but a shadow, a
phantasmagoria, the reality of which
our mortal brain is unable to fathom.

Examples such as the one about the
rope which, in the gathering shadows of
the evening, makes one suddenly jump
aside, mistaking it for a coiled serpent,
often appear in Hindu Literature to
illustrate in a general sense the doc-
trine of Mivi. "[his and other similies
will perhaps convey tu the average
mind kttle more than a lack of judg-
ment ot a defective vision, but with
a little deep thinking and some re-
flection one may, if not solve the un-
salvable riddle, at least get a vague
understanding of the nature of this
grandiose illusion.

Carrying the analysis of this doctrine
of MAaya to its ultimate cenclusion
through the channels of subjectivism,
one sees man, worlds and things vanish
away, leaving nothing but the One
Eternal Owmnipresent Mind, dreaming
a stupendous and, to us, inconceivable
dream—ecall it ideation ar evalution—
whose ramifications and complexities
are by far too vast for the human brain
to encompass,

To my way of understanding,
Bralimi is now asleep; this we call
Manvantara, It is in reality, as | sce
it, the Night of Bralima, who dreams
a colossal dream in the Eternal Now,

neither  consclous  noer  unconscions,
vozing out of its own Essence, or em-
anating, the Rays or Regents — the
Builders—which in their turn again
dream out of themselves their respec-
tive domains — the biniverse, the
worlds, then man. The latter also
dreams ocut of his own substance, as
he awakens to self-consciousness, his
own world, Slewly man develops his
subject-abject consciousness, and from
then on, aided by his sense-perceptions,
in touch with the plane of his evolution,
he builds his own material world with-
in the frame waork of time, space, the
pairs af opposites, and the other cate-
gorics and concepts which of them-
selves have no reality. Vhuas man lives
now under o double llusion, First,
the belief that he himself—the phantom
in the dreams—is a self-contained and
independent entity, the product of the
media upon which he operates, ar per-
haps the creation of a Superior Being
apart from himself, And second, the
belief that his mental concepts derived
from sense-perceptions and feelings are
realities.

Contrary to the Universal Alind,
which in manifestatton seems to fone-
tion  through its involuntary  aspect,
man gradually evolves the voluntary
aspect of his mind, thus expanding and
finally bursting, like a chrysalis, that
cage, that framework of false concepts
which, however illusory und painful,
serves him as a ladder to reach his
goal. Through the millenniuns of his
evelutionary  journey, as he ascends
along the fuminnus arc, he becomes o
Master aof Nature, finally to merge as
a fully seif-conscions being into his
source or origin, Brahmi has then
awakened,

“In Him [or It] we live and mave
and have our being.” This and nther
miystical sayings such as the onte in the
Bhagavad Fita, where Krishna, the
Logos, says: “1 established this whole
umverse with a single portion of my-
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self, amd remain separate,” give the
chiie not anly ta the doctrine of Em-
anations but to the doctrine of Maya
as well. Thus Brahma, “unconscious'
during the Manvaotara, dreams itself
away, giving life, substance and being
to its “‘creation” — monads, worlds,
universes, then man. By reason of his
awakening to full consciousness of his
divine origin, man could be said 1o
represent the volitional aspect of the

Witl and Nind of Bralmd, because
the Self and the selves are but the
oNE sELF. The latter, fully awakened.
will try once more to unravel the
mystery beyond the veil of eternal mat-
ter and consciousness, only to sink
again, in the bosom of Parabralhiman,
into a still greater and more sublime
dream of meditation. Pralaya is over,
and Time once more ceases to be—
the Eternal Now aloane reigns supreme.

“._9 _/4m a[looéing /or a 6goole .. ”
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A THOUBHT TUO REMEMBER

Have you discavered that thouglhts are things? When you formulate a clear
thought, if while you are thinking it you also experience a strong rush of feeling,

or desire, or will in conacction with it, you have created a living thought form

in the surrounding invisible world. “That thought form is eut to influence some-
body for good ar for ill, according to its nature, . . .

[During the second world war, the use of blood banks was organized so
efficiently that plasma was available right on the battle field, . . . Taday some
thirty-three hospitals are organized as the pyr BANK FOR S1G1T RESTORATION,

INC., on 2 national scale, . ..

[iportant as are these developuents, they pale into insignificance when

compared to the influence that can be wielded by humantty's thought banks. Fvery
person capable of thinking clearly is constautly contributing to one or another ot
the thought banks, Let an evil man, easily moved to commit a crime, be con-
fronted o the mental atmosphere with a thought form presenting the deed as
desirable, and he will be motivated to carry it into action. He will have drawn
upon the bank of such thoughts created by people whe have furnished the motivat-
ing force by their vareless thoughts. Tortunately, there are also banks of noble,
kindly, and beautiful thoughts, Anyone, who is trying to think clearly, but who
is oppressed by the bewilderment, fear, and suspicion ameong men today, can
attune himself to and draw upon the thought banks built up by those who con-
template in many ways the spiritual greatness anid beanty of mankind, Thus
nray his Taith he restored when faith is desperately needed.

i.et no one believe, then, that time spent in high-level thinking about man
is mere idle preoccupation — stratsspheric lights into unreality. Every great
thaught about brotherhood, abaut the unity of nations, about the divinity slowly
awitkening i haman hearts — every nohle concept of man’s high destiny — s a
direct and valuable contcibution to mankind’s thought bank.

— James & Perking, Presidenn, The Theasophienl Sacieiy
in Ameviea (Advar), Discorery, February, 1946




WHERE THENSOPHY AND SCIENCE MEET

BORIS de ZIRKOFF

Scientific mlvances continue to point
in the direction of the teachings pre-
sented by the Esoteric Philosophy.

We now hear of mysterious radio
waves continnally bombarding the earth
and coming from no particular ascer-
tainable source. Very little is known as
vet regarding these tuneless, codeless,
casmic hroadcasts, except that they come
from the outer space and impinge upon
our most sensitive instruments, The
National Bureau of Standards is build-
ing at Sterling, Va., a radio observa-
tory to study the waves and their mys-
terious origin, ‘Fhe work will he in
charge of Grote Reber, a young sci-
entist of 35.

Some yeuars ago, having heard aboue
these radio waves, Reber built a radio
“telescope,” which consisted mainly of
a saucer-shaped receiver some 30 feet
in diameter. With this apparatus he
made a radio map of the sky, He founl
that strong broadcasts were coming
from the Milky Way. The majority of
galaxies have a dense central nucleus,
but the nucleus of our own galaxy or
home-universe (if one exists) is hidden
by clouds of cosmic dust which block
its light, Whea Reber turned his radio
“telescope” an the locality where the
nucleus ought to he, he got a “bhulge”
of powerful energy, He concluded that
such a nucleus exists, In another area
of the sky, where only faint stars can
be seen, Reber found an invisible some-
thing which “'shines very brightly in
the radio region.”

In connection with the above line of
research, students of Theosaphy should
remind themselves of the following
passage from a letter of Master K, H.
received by A, P, Sinnett in Ocrober,
1882

“Not all of the Intea-Mercurial
planets, rior yvet those in the orbit of

Neptime are yet discovered, though

they are strongly suspected. We

kirow that such exist and where they
exist ; and that there are innumerable
planets "“burat out™ they say — in

whscuration  we  say — planets  in

formation and not yet Tuminoens, ete.

. .. Science will frear sounds from

certain planets before she sees them.

‘I’his is a prophecy.” {The Mahatima

Letters, pp. 169-170.)

A similar reasoning could well be
applied to other cosmic bodies not of a
plasetary tvpe. There may be many
physically invisible solar badies (which
means stellar, of course), whose rela-
tive ethereality cannot be detected by
onr eye-sight, “T'heir presence, and pos-
sibly their very motions, may be dis-
covered one of these davs by means of
radio waves and  their innumerable
madifications,

it the field of Cosmogenesis, astron-
omer Fred Whipple finds fresh evi-
dence in support of his “dust-cloud”
theory, He halds that in the beginning
there was an immense dust-cloud in our
part of space, similar to clouds visible
through the telescope in many parts of
the sky, lc condensed over a period of
millions of years and formed a blazing
star — the sun — while giving birth to
planets at the same time. Whipple
thinks that the carth is just about as
old as the sun, "T'his is a far cry from
the prevailing theory that the planets
were formed when matter was driwn
out of the sun following a collision or
tida! wave caused by the approach of
another star, This older theory, «rill
generally accepted, makes inhabitable
planets a rare “accident” in the uni-
verse, But, Whipple’s theory would
make it the normal thing for all stavs
to be attended by planets which prob-
ably have living beings on them,

Students of Theosophy will observe
the gradual approach on the part of
this scientist towards the ancient teach-
ing according to which an original
“cloud" of cosmic matter — primordial
matter in its state of prafaya — is slow-
ly re-invigorated and re-viralized froem
within by the iniluence or rather the
influx of spiritually-inagoetic energies




and forces from the Cosinic Entity then
about to re-imbody itself as a galactic
universe  {(or a solar system, on a
smaller scate). Within this cosmic
“womb' appear various nuclei or pivot-
al points of whirling energies — fayn
centers — from aml out of which are
born both the ceantral luminary and
the planetary bodies of the system (or
larger condensations and groups of

luminaries, if we consider a galactic sys-

tem including billions of individual
solar systems), Science is moving to-
wards the recognition of the fact that
the Sun is the older brother of the
panets, an ancient teaching of the
esoteric  philosophy.  (See the many
references to the Nebular Theory in
The Seeret Doctrine, landex; and chap-
ter v, Fundamentals of the Fsoferic
Phitosaphy, by (3. de Purucker).

Fresh evidence has been advanced
to the effect that sweteorites are frag-
ments of a shattered planet that once
revalved around the sun, T'he idea it
self 15 not new, Astronomers have long
been aware of an “empty” space be-
tween the orbits of Mars and Jupiter,
where a whale belt of asteroidal bodies
of various sizes are cireling the Sun.
The idea of a shattered planet fell into
disrepute in recent years when the ages
of the meteorites were caleulated by
the same method employed in dating
earthly rock formations, namely by
their radioactivity and their helium
content, 1'his research indicated that
besides being of different content, some
being stane. others nickel and iron,
the meteorites have varying ages,

[t should be pointed out in this con-
nection that the above-mentioned meth-
ad would be fairly accurate only if
the rate of radioactive emission had re-
mained chroughout past ages the same
as it s today, T'his assumption s a
grataitous one, am! cannot be substun-
tiated, 1f the rate of disintegration
varies with the ages — and the csoteric
philosophy states that it most certainly
does, and advances valid reasons for
this statement — caleulations as to the
age of rock formations are faulty.

According to Dr, Carl A, Bauer,
Harvard astronomer, some meteorites
could have been promaturely aged by
the atom-smashing impact of cosmic
rays while moving around in space,
This would tend to remove the difh-
culty of “age.” Bauer thinks thar an
ancient planet was broken up several
hundred million years ago: it was
stuatler than the earth but similar in
construction, with a nickel-iron core
and a stony shell, Strong support of
this idea came from Dr. Harvison
Brown of the University of Chicago,
Having made a special study of some
100 metearites that have fallen on the
earth within the last century, he con-
cluded that “all the fragments came
from an exploding planet which had
a molten core ef nickel-iron at about
3.00¢) degrees centigrade.” T'he delicate
chemical techniques emploved by Brown
were developed during the Manhattan
project. ‘I'lis new method is expected
to help work out the whole history
of the solar. systemy, including the for-
mation of the sun and the earth,

According to the oceult teachings,
meteorites are fragments not only ot
disintegrated planetary bodies, but also
of suns, whose lifesspan has ended.
Space is full of such fragments. They
are in due course of time re-integrated
into newly-formed suns and planets.
T'he belt of asteroids between Mars and
Jupiter, whife unquestionably formed
of fragments of some “exploded” plan-
et, is nevertheless nvterial out of which
a {future planetary embodiment will
be built. There exist some very inter-
esting teachings on this entire problem
scattered thronghout The Secret Do
irine and elsewhere,

We also wish to draw the attention
of atl students to the following epochal
words of a distinguished scientist, .
Fdmud W, Sinnott, Director of Yale's
Sheflield Scientific Schoal, the oldest in
the country, We quote from his address
delivered in October, 1947, at the cen-
tennial celebrarion af the School :

R E P EE o e

LI I




“Seience is madern, popular and dom-
inant. Il needs oo special pleaders, . . .
It cannot belp being tempied o a certain
arrogance atd a conviciion that the keys
of truth are in its hands alone, |[Buw]
logic and reason are no monopoly of sci-
ence. . ., Ta many thoughtful minds the
gains of science are secondary and
superbcial things.

“Let us face the fact that what the
warld nast have is a fuller cultivation
of those gualities which are best termed
spiritual. Whatever we may think as to
their arigin, as scientisls, we should na
longer sneer at them; for on their
strength depends our own survival. Man
leads a double life, of mind and spirie.
I'f mnind is suspeet, as in religious fana-
tivisin, man may become a creature only

of his instinets; if spirit is suspect, as

today when scientihc wmaterialism car-

ries such authority, he is in danger of
depenerating into a sellish and soulless
mechanism. ' be # whole mman, he aiust

cultivate bath parts of him. . . .

“The sciences must be taught not as a
privileged and superior discipline but us
parts of a great whole and against the
background of all human koewledge.
Only whole men can save the world to-
day.”

Amen, could well be said to this by
every student of the Ancient Wisdom,
To regenerate modern science, there
ts urgent need of the spiritnal and high-
ly-ethical outlook on the part of its
foremast leaders.

VULCAN, THE INTHA-MERCURIAL PLANET

ARTHUR LOUS JOQUEL, 1

Astronomical research, which was
dormant or at least extremely curtailed
during the recent war, is beginning ta
be resumed, Along with the completion
of the 200-inch Mt. Palomar telescope,
there shauld come a resurgence of in-
vestigation in all the varied fields of
astronomy, and particularly in that di-
vision which has been seriously neglect-
eil for many yvears — that of planetary
investigation,

Bedides pointing the telescopes at
the eight already known planets, there
is possibility of work being <done to
determine the likelihood of existence
of further majar bodies in the Sun’s
family, T'here is ample data to war-
rant such a search. Even with the dis-
covery of Pluto the outer planets do
ant conform strictly to the orbits laid
down {or them, And the evidence for
an as vet unrecognized intra-Mercurial
planer (or planets) is strong enough
to encourage considerable wark in that
direction.

Since 1618, when Riccioli recorded
a “hery red globe,” and up to the re-
port of Guillaume, who in 1929 saw a
black spot rapidly transiting the Sun,

over seventy observations have heen
made, many of them by men of unim-
peachable reputation and high ability.

Despite the existence of observa-
ticns over a period of one hundred and
fifty vears previous, the problem of an
intra-Mercurial planet was  first  se-
riously discussed in 1857, when a com-
bination of the facts that Mercury was
not contorming te its caleulated orbit,
and the reparted observation by Ratter
of an unidentified body crossing the
Sun on June 11, 855, brought the
question into prominence among astron-
O1MNers.

The general opinion then prevailing
was that there existed a belr of asteroidal
fragments circling the Sun within the
orbit of Mercury, the attraction of
which fragments would account for
the perturbations noted, And it was
while discussions were in progress un
this problem that a physician and ama-
teur astronomer, IJr. Lescarbault of
(rgéres, France, announced that on
March 26, 1839, he had observed a
body of planetary size crossing the face

of the Sun.




Lescatbault’s report was carefully
investigated by Leverrier, the famous
French astronomer, who satisfied him-
self of its validity. Leverrier gave to
the planet the name of Vulcan, and,
abindoning the asteroid-belt hypothesis
which he had held, began to calculate
when it would again transit the Sun.
From the list of twenty observations
then recorded, Leverrier selected six
reports of unknown dark bodies seen
crossing the Sun, and proceeded to
waork out from this selected group the
data an Vulcan.

From his study of these six transits
— teported by Fritsche, October 10,
1802; Stark, November 9, 1819; De
Cuppis, October 30, 1839 Sidebotham,
November 12, 1849; Lescarbault,
March 26, 1859; and Lummis, March
20, 1862 — Leverrier predicted that
the next transit of Vulean would take
place on March 22, (877, Astronomers
the world over scanned and photo-
gruaphed the Sun and its near vicinity
on that day, but Vulcan failed to ap-
pear. -

The intra-Mercurial planet theory
feil into disrepute, and Leverrier died
a few months later. A brief Aurry of
tnterest was aroused shortly afrerward,
when two independent ohservers, Pro-
fessors Watson and  Swift, reported
sceing unidentified star-like objects near
the Sun during a total solar eclipse on
July 29, 1878, Bur astronomers in gen-
eral were content to let the questien
of Vulean be guietly forgotten,

In 1888, however, the matter was
brought up again — this time in a dif-
ferent fielld. H. P. Blavatsky, writing
in The Secrei Doctrine on *Plancts,
Rounds, and Man,” stated:

oL we are told of the planets — of
which searr onfy were held as sacred,
as heing ruled by the highest repents or
guds, and not ar all beeause the ancients
knew nothing of the athers. . . " (Vol
I, p. 152)

To this a foornote was added:

“Many mare planets are enumerated
v the Seceret Books: than in medern
astronmical wor ks

In various other places Madame
Blavatsky referred to “{the earth's)
invisible companions,” “every hitherto
discovered planet {or those stil! to be
discovered},” * ‘planets of which as-
tronomy knows nothing’.” “U'bese cas-
ual references to the subject were not
enjarged upon until the following year,
when in the ‘“Instruction Number
Two'* of the Fsoteric School of Theo-
sophy, she wrate:

., . the Sun ix not a planet, I the
central star of our system, and the Moan
a dead planet, from which all the prin-
ciples are pone, both bLeing substitutes,
the one for an invisible intra-Mereurial
planet, and the othber fur a planet which
seems 1o have now altogether disappear-
ek from view.” {Page 311 [(Also The
Secret Doctrine, Vol L1E p. 459.)

A lietle further on in the same work,
a fuotnote states:

“Fhe planet for which the Sun is a
substitute, was still nearer the Sun than
Mercury now is, and was one of the
mast secret and highest planets. 1t i
said to have become invisible at the
¢close of the Third Race.” (Page 34)
{Alse The Secret Boctrine, Vol 111, p.
462.)

During the first half of 1889
Madame Blavatsky was atrending the
T'heosophical Lodge in London which
bare her name, and answering many
questions concerning statetnents which
she had made in The Secret Docirine.
Awmong these questions was one  re-
questing information about the planets
for which the Sun and Moon were
substitutes, She replied

“I'here is no secret in it, thouprh our
modern astrolugers are ignerant of there
planets, One is an intra-Mercurial plan-
et, which is supposed 10 have been dis-
covered, and named by anticivation Vul-
can, and the other 2 planel with a retro-
arade motion, sonetimes visible at a cer-
tain hour of night and apparently near
the moen. ‘The sccult infuence of this
planer is transmitted by the moon”
{Transactions of the Blavatsky Lodge,
n, 48.)

T'"he most pronunent contemporary
authority on the problem of Vulcan s
I.. 11, Westen, whose little brochure,
“The Intra-Mercurial Planet Vulean™
was published in 1908, [ this he has
collected o lot of evidence that the an-
cients held knowtledge ot other planets
hevond those visible to the naked eve,
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which figured in the general astron-  its passage across the Sun will be
omical lore of the time. According to  unebservable.

Weston: .
Weston has calculated the rotatianal
f “I'ne selection of this name {Vulean) peviod pf Vuk‘an_ aroumd the Sun o _bn-.
vy way, as a matter of fact, due to a singu-  approximately nineteen dJays, and its
| tar mythological story which gives an  nean distance from the Sun at 12-
Ii ) almost  exact description of an ioner ?53 00 miles Richand A Proctor
ks planet. An intra-Mercurial planet #s pre- 7707 British astr - i1l ' :
l tended 1o be hat, like a black-smith's @ prominent British .lhtll)ll(]llltl’;’) the ;
! iron, because it is close (o the Sun, amd  last ventury, caleulated  that Vuoloan :
: Vulean of mythology, or Tubal-Cain of  would transit the Sun at least onee a
R the_ Bibhle, wax fe_lgned o be a _hlnck— vear, and possihl}' oftener, t]t"pcmlin;{
smith, wr an artisan engaped in the - he inclinati £ its orbi
occupation of forging hot iron. Vulcan OV the mchnation ot 1ts orbit,
caught Mars, and made sport of him . . . PR T
‘, hefore Olyinpus, and we actually fnd It is pm”lh[c' "150! that Vulean is

ducing a detrimental effect un Mars. ... quvisibility into which it passed ac the
_ l: seems possible, if not prabable, thar 40 of the Thind Roeot-Race. Tn this

Vulean was the true ancient name for 7 . 51 in the future be observed
] . the preal intra-Mercurial plaper, and  ©9%5¢, 1V witl I the future be observes

that the attribures of che Vulean of again, and finally may return to fuil

L some inyisible planel pear the Sun pro-  beginning to emerge partiafly from the
1

e mythology carrespond with the scientific  view as one of the Sun's family of
| effects of the intra-Mercurial planet of planets
.. Chaldean Astrology.” i
' : . ) As pointed out by Dr. G. de Pur-
[- : Weston refers to I)_umm:rltu’s, phil- ucker in his Fundamentals of the Fsu-
i osapher and astrologer of the third cen- T -
: “ teric Philossphy :
© . tury B ©, as stating that “there were
certain planets invisible and unknuw_n “I'he teaching with reference to that
to t]!e commaner sort of ohservers of his planet, the highest {in une sense} of our
l day.” He mentions the Jewish worship seven sacred planets, is this, that it be-
;e of an “invisible deity situared in a place came 1nv1s||’>le to vur physical senses a1 ]
too intensely light to gaze upon.” and abont the middle puint of the third Root-
: Y " 0 gl pe, - A Race; Dbut as we have now reached
preseuts evidence to show that the again, on the upward Ary, the plane cor-
Fgyptians had koowledge of Vulcan, respending to the degree of plane-de- :
an inteltigence which was possibly de- velopment of the Third Root-Ravce; in a :
ived f ¢l Iv Atlante: relatively short cyclie period, it shaould :
vived Trom the early tiantean astro- begin again to show itself; byt even - :
logers. day, while it might be generally invisible
; B ol an account of what we may eall i
j Re ﬂrdmg the customary invisibiliry ethereality, if searched for by telescone
. ¥ ¥ ethereality
of Vulcan at its caleulated times of it might nevertheless be seen, lil;"":r fﬂ-
transit, Weston sets forth the hypo- (‘;;:’L“h{:ﬂj“:‘fg;";"Ee:;l‘l'::":ﬁe Pt
» . f . 5RO ¥i b ¥ -
thesis that the p]_:met s a thin, flat deseribable brilliance of the sun throws .
disc of matter, instead of being a anvthing that appears before it fun :
3 s X ] 24 e 4 I} H
spheroid like the rest of the planets. As visibility, s0 to SI’“"I\\ as a darker "i'd.‘" :
b its axial ratation would place the thin and it could thus he seen as sueh o
: N L shadowy body crossing tlie solar dick
. ecdge of the dlisc toward the ecliptie, it fp, 299).
would be extremely difficule o ohserve.
Westen postulates  that  occasionally T'he question of Vulcan is still un-
. Vulcan captures masses of matter from  settled, and will probably remain so for
. 1 i !
P Sun-circling comets, and this material, some time to come. But when the prob-
surrounding the planet in a glohe of  lem is finally settled, much eredit wiil
. clowd-like matter, makes it visible dur-  have to be given to H. P. Blavatsky
- Il N ] h Voo - .
ing a transit, When Vulean next ap-  for having positively affirmed the exis-
. proaches the node, however, its high  tence of this planct, and pointed out

axial rotation will have by that time its true place in the scheme of the
thrown off the cometary clowds, and  solar system.




I5 YUUR “COLOR SLIP” SHOWING?

LEE COLRY ELLSWORTH

Suyuarely before the nations of the
world and before every citizen stands
the problem of peace and brotherhood
as opposed to war and separation, The
problent loams over us like a terrible
genit brought forth by the rubbing of
the sclentific famp of atomic fAssion, A
little toa late to decide if we wish to
catl forth the genii; we have already
rubbed the lamp!

Perhaps the maost vital problemy in
America’s approach to the world and
the passibility of world government les
in her national attitude toward peo-
ples of other nations, and peoples of
darker skins, Nations are people —
we cannot Inse sight of this fact, Nor
can we lose sight of the fact that the
representatives  of  governments  whao
face each other over conference tables
are individual haman beings appraising
other individual human beings, 1t s
not nnseemly to imagine that the dele-
gates of the brown, biack, amnd yellow
skinned peoples veil their eyes and think
their own highly personal thedghts, as
they appraise the white skinned Amer-
ican delegates across the table, consid-
ering the white man’s personal back-
ground in the United States ail his
nation’s history in the light of racial
prejudice and color distinction. Amer-
ica has been reminded at several such
weetings that her “caoloced slip” s
showing, And so it is!

T'he grave international prohlems
facing the world's leadership and the
seemiing apathy of that leadership to
assume the peaceful, tolerant attitude
reguisite to the understanding and set-
tlement of the problems, may make
them seemn hopeless at first glance, But
they are not so, for “as & man think-
eth in lus heart, so is he,” and as a
nation’s people think in their hearts, in
that exact manner will the nation fune-
tion. In this sense the tmlividual eit-
tzenn and his thinking processes assume
pitramount importance in the general
problem, [f the thought processes of a
natien’s people may be turned away

from prejuilice, division, segregation
and disceimination, into unity, aceept-
ance, harmony and the gathering to-
gether of neighboes, the working of
natural law  will turn the nanon’s
leadership away from the same evils
and into the same peaceful channels.

Funk & Wagnalls standard diction-
ary defines prejudice as a “judgment
or opinion formed without due exun-
imation; a premature oy biased opin-
ion.” A prejudice, then, is a pre-con-
ceived opinion rendered without benelit
of reason and investigation. All preju-
dices are cut of such cloth and no man
s without them., When man functions
without reason he is the prey of his own
prejudices and the mass prejudices of
the unreasoning element m his society,

There are veasons foe the psychotic
race prejudices in America, but there
are no valid bases for the opinions
which spring from the prejulices, The
reasons for prejudice are wniversally
psychological and  economic, No one
nation may lay sole claim to the pre-
disposing causes of prejudice.

It was convenient economically to
form taboos apainst defenseless peaple,
privcipally dark and yellow skinned
enes, in order that the white majority
might assure itsell adequate labor of
unlimited hours without comment from
the chore-boy. .

[t was a relatively peaceful system
until the numbers of the white majority
increased to the point where menial
tasks formerly relegated to the minor-
ity chore-bov beciume attractive paying
iabs to the bankrupt white metubers.
The chore-boy found himself the tar-
get of two archers: the social taboos
of the upper cluss chained him to his
menial tasks and no othees, bhut now
he must compete with the lower class
to hold his menial task if he proposed
fo eat,

Psyehologically, the dark and yvellow
skinned peoples, topether with the ior-
cign-barn, served a5 a crutch to those
white nationals of sagping ego who




requiresl a scapegoat above whom they
might tower in mighty superinrity.
Worse still, individual members of the
scapegoat groups believed they, too,
could salvage their pride by assuming
to tower over the members of another
seapegoat group!

I'he pattern of abselute racial and
natiomal prejudice was acomplished !

T’he vbject of this discussion, then,
is to try and disperse racial prejudice
with racial reasons in order that so-
ciety thraugh the power of its indivi-
dual thinking and reasoning members
may face the light of national and in-
ternational responsibility, strang and
free in the knowledge of a fact in na-
ture, and true 1o the fist object of
the Theosophical Society: ““I'o form a
nucleus of a Universal Brotherhood of
Humanity without distinction of race,
color, or creed.”

Scientists tetl us that noe human
“race’” can be identified with any de-
gree of accuracy. I'he so-called “races”
are simply components of the human
race and are so completely mixed and
admixed as to  defy classificarion.
Physiologists assure us that the blowmd-
stream of the human race is one. Not
even the microscope can reveal a iif-
ference in the blood cells and plasma
of human beings, except that they be
lealthy or diseased. Sociolngists have
failed to prove that there is any dif-
ference in the mental or intellectual
potential of the “races,” and the find-
ings of some of these efforts to prove
a white superiority have resulted in an
embarrassment  to  the investigators.
Even the chromosomatic equation of
the buman race is one, pretty clearly
indicating Mother Nature's intention.

I'his science knows: there are de-
cided levels and gradations of intelli-
gence and potential within the mem-
bers of the human race. These levels
are comtion to all races and to all na-
tionalities. Bevond this, science cannot
prove racial superiority or inferiotity,

Hf science and every major religion
on the earth, as well as the most ancient
of esateric teaclings, proclaim ma o

be homogencous, how i3 it then that

society persists in racial discrimination,
segregation, restriction and intolerance?
Simply because man is collectively and
individually prejudiced . | . possessed
of opininns formed without examina-
tion and held without reason.

There are those among white Amer-
icans  who  persist in discriminating
against and  restricting the Jews in
spite of the despicable anti-semitic holo-
caust in Lurope which plaved some
part i American entry into the last
world war. ‘Phey say it is because Jews
are “loud, avaricious, grasping, and
strange.” We are to assume then that
the white Gentile produces nn loud,
avaricious, grasping, and strange peo-
ple? Hardly.

I'he Jew is often chosen for special
malice for two reasons: first, because
for ages somieone else, simewhere else,
has been choosing him, and he serves
s well when we feel we need a per-
sonal object of mmnovance when things
it general do not suit us, and second,
hecause some in our midst suffer from
i strange neurosts concerning the divi-
sion of the world’s poods. AMuch of
their thinking is based on the propo-
sitton: 1f someone else gets something
1 have or want to have, then there will
not be enough for me, 1 o Jew owns
same of the world’s gowds, then surely
same Cientile somewhere s suffering
from a lack of them. Undoubtedly sol
but a great many devout Jews are suf-
fertng from the same material lacks.

This narrow attitude never takes
inte account the host of musicians, hu-
manitarians,  sclentists,  rtists,  and
martyrs who have trod down the ages
in the Hebrew Faith since the deliver-
ance out of lgvpe.

T'oday as tn the days of Herod, Jesus
of Nazareth would find no veom at the
inn and enly a limited acceptance into
the “hest” circles of Amcencal

Many people {including many mem-
bers of the persecured Jewish faith)
relegate all dark skinned peoples to
ghettos and districts because they sav
the dark ones, especially the Negroes,
are dirty, possesed of an unpleasant
odor, haisterous, fpnorant, and highly
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sexed.” A cursory glance at the restrict-
ing society will lay the same ills ar its
superior fect,

‘I'he American Negro, occupying the
tast rung of the ladder of acceprance
which prejudice has built, is the white
American’s hrother psychologically, in-
tellectually and spiritually, Few are the
American Negroes in whose veins no
sa-catled “white Bload” Aows. The cul-
ture of Africa has long since been lost
in a toral acceptance of the Anglo-
Saxon language and learning, standards
and ideals. Even the Negro's religion
is predominantly and devoutly Chris-
tin,

He may be dirty, but if he is, the
white man has continued to hire him
in the kitchen and nursery of America
without alarm, 1, as an individual, he
is supposed to possess up unpleasant
odor it is more often then not ador
common to all people who wark by the
sweat of their bodies, without sanita-
tien or knawledge of hygienic methods,
He may be ignorant of learning but
s0 are all people deprived of education,
T'he education of the white race would
rest on shallow ground were it left
to the voungsters to trudge off to schoal
willingly each day of their childhoad.
And if the Negro is boisterous or over-
sexed, well, high humor and loud fun
are good antidotes for pain and suffer-
ing, and surely the repeated attacks of
the white race upon the chastity of an
unwilling people migh reasonably have
cantributed something to that people's
attitudes, In any case, the Negro often
learned his munners from his white
brather.

lgnorantly assuming that all the
foregoing characteristics are true, to
what nether world of race do we vele-
gate the Negro great of art wnd science
am{ the professions, who have steppel
out of the ghettos of ignorance and
superstition into the world of know-
ledge and unprecedented accomplish-
ment? Ohne surely cannot say they are
Negraes, for they are possessed of none
of  these undesivable qualities, and
heaven forbid that one call them white!

Fven Gautama the Buddha himseld

waubd be vequired to ride in the jim-
crow car hetween George Washington
Carver and Fredrick ouglas for the
sole fact of his swarthy skin, were he
to cross the American continent today!

T'he “races” of the world are ane.
I’hey are one in all respects. Each has
its great and its loly. Each has its de-
based and depraved. 1n each there is
genius and ignorance, wealth and pov-
erty, decency and indecency, peace aml
war, sensitivity and dulness, weakness
and strength.

T'he maost casual student of the an-
cient wisdom s behalden by his know-
ledge to concern himself personally anil
actively with the problem of racial
antmnsities in the world, ft canmot he
lionestly asked: “What can 1 do about
it so long as society persists in the
tally ?” Society is simply the amalgama-
tion of individual units and is capable
of changing, as a bady, anly as its units
change.

1t is the bounden duty of every free-
thinker, of every man of good will, of
every scientist, every professional mun,
every workman who has been exposed
to the great mass of enlightening infor-
mation on the races ., , ., it {s up fo all
of these actively, consciously, daily to
construct personal bridges of contact
ad gaod-will to peoples of ather races,
creeds and nationalities. Within the
personal sphere of each of us this work
begins . within our neighborhoods,
our husinesses, our churches, schools,
and maost important, within our homes.

What good can be realized by pro-
testing  against  anti-semitism in our
lodges and societies if we refuse to in-
ciude the local Jewish neighbor family
in the activities of our community?
What hape is there for the solution to
the Negro problem, or auy other mio-
ority problem, if we persist in refusing
welcome to our children’s minority
schaolmates in our homes?

So long as a person refuses to admit
another person to his personal ciccle
on the basts of racial, religious, or na-
tional difference, that person is show-
ing race prejudice acrively, although
he may never voice a word against his
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brothers. [t is the inalicnable right of
man to exclude persons of any group
(his own included) from his personal
life oun grounds of unethical behaviour,
variant standards or simple dislike, but
o other grounds, no matter how sugar-
coated, how white-washed, or how
“reasonable” they may be, he is a preju-
diced man and is aggressively practic-
ing racial and religious discrimination
agiinst his fellows,

It the challenging words of a great
American, and a citizen of the world,

Thomas Paine:

“Wherefare instead of gazing at each
other with suspicious, deubtful curiosity,
let each of us hold out to his neighbor
the hearty hand of friendship, and unite
in drawing a tine which shall bury in
forgetfulness every former dissension.
l.et the nmnes of Whig and Tory (ieft
or righf, Negro ar white) he extinet;
and let none other e heard among us
than that of 2 good citizen, an epen and
resolute friend, and a virtueus supparter
of the rights of mankind and of the free
and independent states of America.

“When it shall he said in any country

in the world, iny poor are happy, neither
ignerance not distress is'1n be founl
among thein; my jails are empey af pris-
oners, my streets of beggars; the aged
are not in want, the taxes are oot op-
pressive; the rational world ix my
friend, because 1 atn a friend of its hap-
piness: when these things can be said,
then may that country boast of its con-
stitution and its government.”

This, then, is the day when thinking,
reasoning, spiritually awakened indivi-
duals on the American continent and
throughout the world must reach out
theit hands to their brothers of what-
ever race, ['hey must reach out to their
true brothers of similar conduct, ethics,
morals, education, and standards, and
must walk with them not only in spirit,
but also down the stmple pathways of
daily living toward the practical real-
ization of our American ideals and of
the Universal Brotherhood of Alan-

kind.

No atomic bomb that man can ever
create will hesitate in its deadly descent
long enough to iscriminate between
the pigmentation of a man’s skin!

DESIDERATA —

Go placudly amid the noise and the haste, and remember what peace there
may be in silence. A5 far as possible, without surrender, be on good terms with
all persons. Speak your truth quietly and clearly ; and listen to others, even to the
dull and the ignorant; they too have their story. dvaid loud and aggressive per-
sans: they dare wvexalions to the spirit. 1f you compare vourself with others, you
may becume vain or bitter, far always there will be greater and lesser persons
than yourself. Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans. Keep interested in
vour own career, however humble; it is a real possession in the changing fortunes
of titne. Exercise caution in your business aflairs, for the world is full of trickery.
But let this not blind vou to what virtue there is; many persons strive for high
ideals, and evervwhere life is full of heroism. Be yourself. Especially do not feign
affection. Neither be cynical about love; for in the face of all aridity and disen-
chantment, it 15 as perennial.as the grass, ‘I'ake kindly the counsel of the years,
gracefully surrendesing the things of yvouth, Nurture strength of spirit to shield
you in sudden misfortune. But do not distress yourself with dark imaginings.
Manyg fears are born of fatigue and loneliness. Bevond a wholesome discipline, be
gentle with vourself. You are a child of the universe no less than the trees and
the stars; you have a right to be here. And whether or nat it is clear to vou, no
doubt the universe is unfolding as it should. Therefore be at peare with God,
whatever you conceive Him to be. And whatever vour labors and aspirations in
the noisy confusion of life, keep peice in your soul. With alt its shany, drudgery
and broken dreams, it s still a beautiful werld. Be cheerful. Strive to be happy.

— Max Ehrnnann
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FORWARD WITH H. P. BLAVATSRHY

F. ARTECHE

H. P, B)s name, her work and
teachings unquestionably constitute the
one solid feundation upon which rests
the modern Theosophical NMovement,
Though at times she has been sadly
neglected by some, and though others
have occasionally departed from her
rrue teachings in the pursuit of a will-
o'-the-wisp luring them with fantastic
promises, sooner or later they return
o her, to drink again of the gquenching
waters of her knowledge and wisdom,
Today, mare than ever, she stands
as the only link capable of unifying
all theosophists regardless of any affili-
Eltiﬂ[].

Her traducers were many — from
within and from without, There will
be vet others, but their names, one

after the other, like 2 momentarily un-

pleasant draft, soon enter the portals
of oblivien to be obliterated from the
minds of men, while her own oame,
assoviated with those of the blessed
Masters, remains like a shining star on
the eastern horvizon, a source of hope
and inspiration, enshrined in the heares
of atl Theosophists.

In spite of this individual love and
reverence for our first teacher, there is
no denying the fact that the T'heosoph-
ical Movement, as a whole, presents to-
day a sad and confusing picture, Crip-
pled by labels and personal atrach-
wents, it is unable to fulhil in a digni-
hied manner its appointed task. This
disense which divides and cripples the
Movement is not new; it dates from
irs infancy, No doubt, the founders
toresaw all this and made allowinices
for such a contingency. They knew
that the Theasophical Society weould
attract for various reasons, apart from
a few dotuitive individuals, a great
number of people drawn fram diverse
fuiths and creeds, who would require
vears of training and instruction to
enithle them to digest at least a portion
of the teachings, and become familiar
with the ethical contents of the doc-
tl'iill‘:.

The Movement in general is heyond

its kindergarten stage, and if these

mistakes and errors, often caused by
persanal pride and ambition, could be
justified at the time as being charac-
teristic of irs period of gestation, taday
the circumstances and times are some-
what different and therc is no lagical
reason for the perpetuation of the
same nustakes, As time goes on, there
becomes more and more apparent the
need for a remedy, a remedy which can
be found in the practicing and the liv-
ing of the doctrine we proclaim, instead
of merely theorizing about it. 1t is nat
a guestion of going “back to Blavawsky”
but of moving forward, wnited with
H. P. B

1I’his is nat a bid for the formation
of another Theasophical Society under
any guise whatsoever, nor do 1 know
of anyone at present contemplating such
a proposal, notwithstanding the dis-
honest hints and veiled accusations seat-
tered to this effect, Anvone can sce
there are already as it is tou wany
theosophical societies and independent
groups. What is needed is fewer socie-
ties it more Theosaphists of the con-
scious type, willing to work and co-
overate honestly with all other Brother-
Theosophists, regardless of afliliation.
to carry out some of the duties entrusted
ta the Movement.

I'he presence of one or more spiritual

“heads and teachers within the various

factions of the Theosophical Move:
ment has been heretafore one of the
majar obstacles to genuine thensophical
fraternization with a view to unify all
the existing factions. We cannot truth-
fully use this idea as an excuse today;
look wherever you may, all the signs
are negative. Were such a spiritual
guide to exist within any particular
sector of the MMovement, his or her
outstanding spiritual characteristics and
messages would be soon recognized by
most true Theosophists, without the
need of resorting to any psychological
strategy  or political maneavering to

-
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gain followers and maintain  power.
But lack of a spiritual teacher does not
necessarily make a corpse of the Theo-
sophical Movement, It may be a karmic
situation to force the unity of the sep-
arate factions, "I'he Movement is very
nmuch alive, but its tremendous poten-
tial energy is being wasted to maintain
and perpetuate those factions and labels
which have now ne definite meaning
and only render the Movement power-
less to act in a concerted world-wide
effort. “I'he time, 1 believe, is ripe to
begin to sow the seeds for an ultimate
amalgamation of all theosophical sovie-
ties and groups inta a single body, in-
creasing thus a hundred-fold the dyna-
mic putential of the Movenwent in its
ability to muake a real dent in the
thought of this New Age, and prepar-
ing at the same time a it vessel for
the New "eacher within this organized
body. As things stand today, the odds
are against such a unification all at
once. 1t will reyuire much washing
awnl  ironing before such a proposal
would even be considered by most.
However, it is worthwhile to make 2
beginning and to let the students of
the “Heart Doctrine,” irrespective of
their personal labels, consider this im-
perative need cavefully, and weigh
theit personal predilections and con-
venicnces against their duties and re-
sponsibilities as Fhensophists.

The T, 8. was organized munly to
farm “a nuclens of Universal Brother-
hood.” Can we truthfully talk of
Brotherhood when within the factions
themselves or i opposition to other
factions practices arve carried on which
are contrary to what swe preach? Many
examples could be cited to substantiute
this charge, but it is hardly necessary
to do so for these practices are well

known and fall mostly within the old
theme of “power politics’” — the canker
ef our civilization — and utterly un-
theosophical and unbrotherly, to say
the least, Which Society should 1 join?
Which is the true one? Which one s
the real nucleus of Universal Brother-
hood ? — asks the hewildered inquirer.
Can we pive him an honest and truth-
ful answer? “U'o tell him to join the one
he likes best, doesn’t answer the ques-
tion, and his obvious reaction is 1 re-
fusal to join any. Thus the stranger
leaves disappointed, The searchers, the
inquirvers, are legion today; what can
we offer them i we ourselves are lost
in the woods?

We ave in a New Age, andd, as stated
in a previous article, ntew orientations,
new policies i institutions are neces-
sary in all human emdeavors to cope
with its fast-moving tempo, This also
applies to the Theasophical Movement
as 4 whole, The annihilation of distance
and time brings the peoples of the
world closer to each other in space,
if not in feeting, and it s not necessary
te be a wizard to sense the need of
uniting at this time the energies of the
whole Movement into a single active
body, instead of ditfusing them over a
number of relatively powerless seg-
ments, The status quo, fikewise, spells
but death and disaster, Neither do we
have to go “back to Blavatsky” but
forward with H.P.B, She iz the sym-
bol and the central nucleus aronnd
which a unified Theosophical Move-
ment could gather strength and mo-
mentum and become the leading Hghr
in the thought of the New Age.

Can we not zll start scattering the
seed, and working constructively for
this beautiful and imperative ideal of
unification until it becomes a reality!

“Fach individual memmber has the right to zecept or reject whatever lie finids
in our Theosophical literature. Nor can there be any kind of a personal alleginnee
to any Theosophical leader which must he construed as authoritative, Fach of
us natueally has his own personal allegiance to one or more teachers; but that
is 4 matter of IHs own private life and not to be impuosed upon another.”

— ¢, Jinarajadasa, President, ‘I'he Theosophical Seciety (Adyar),
The Theasophisd, Augusi, 1947,
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NICHOLAS ROERICI: PIONEER DF THE SPIRIT

We wish to record the passing, on December 13, 1947, of Professor Nikolay Konstan-
tinovich Roerich, world-renowned  Russian  painter, philosopher, explorer, educator,
inspired writer, and profound mystic, whose personal friendship has heen (0 us a source
of great inspiration, Though typically slavonic in his world-outleok, his sympachies and
ideals, Roerich betonged to the world, and his work, artistic, humanitarian and literary,
aimed at the Brotherhood of all the people in a world made One. Founder of the interna-
tional “Roerich Pact and anner uf Peace Committee” intended to protect the cultural
treasyres of mankind against the ruthless destruction of war, acclaimed in this and other
serivities by kings and rulers all over the globe, Roerich never lost touch with the humnble
peaple, the long-suffering masses striving towards the lighe. In his books, as in his can-
vases, there shines that rare combinarion of true humility with the irresistible strengh
of the Spirit, soaring over the sordid side af hwwan life, reaching for 1he ever-receding
vistas of man's ultimate greatness, in a world of peace and guod-will.

Roerich's hears, in its untiring devotion, was wholly dedicated to the cause of Peace.
Through Culture and Beauty that Peace was to be attained. Through innetr growth and
spiritual illuminatian, it was to be made secure. Roerich was a profound studem uf the
Ancient Wisdem, in whose life the teachings and the individuality of 11, Blavatsky
played a very lmporlant pare. In this he was strongly upheld by his wife, }lelena Ivanovna
Roerich, whose magnificent translation of The Seeret Poctrine into Russian stamds as a
monument to both of themn.

For many vears past, Professor Roerich had lived in Iadia, in the Kulu Valley, high
in Puiijab, face o face with the Himalayas. The mystic North, with its auroral displags,
and the noble heights of Iofty ranges — both belonged 1v Roerich in a very definite way.
All through his life be strove towards the summits of the bpxut pointing the path 1o
those whe would follow, over crapgs and bolders, skirting precipices, up the slapes of
achievewent, range upen range, snward farever, towards the towering heights where
the sky hlends with the earth, amidst the whispering silences of snow-cavered peaks.

We publish the following translation from a Russian letter writen in 1937 by both
the Roerichs ta the Congress of the Roerich Societies in the Baltic Provinees. Its spiritual
appeal rings a true note of genuine mysticism. — Editor.

Diar Fripnps, .

We rejnice at the news of your unity, T'o unite for the good of all is itself
a truly heroic deed. In such a deed are combined both motion and achievement,
hoth self-abnegation and limitlessness. 1t includes every requirement of evolution.
In its very essence, a heroic deed is never ugly. Tt is forever heauriful. May you
rrcad the Path of Beauty!

We are moved to send you encouragement and a hright outloak for the
future. Be assured, if the foundations are sound, all else will thrive, I'he impor-
tant thing is that the roots should not be attacked by the rot of friction or outside
distractions. A tiny rootlet innocently peeping up from the ground, may be cut
off and burned by the passer-by. There are many such rootlets everywhere today
destroyed by someane at sometime. Let Nature herself exemplify for us the need
for expediency and atrue sense of proportion, Some aof our chief misfortunes are
ciused by the reckless wastefulness and carelessness of peaple who lack all sense
of proportion.

When visiting the ancient crypts, we have always been impressed by the
thought of the great fiame, the bright activity, which radiated from the under-
ground caverns. Yes, indeed, there is need for activity as a nursery for expanding
energies. In creative action even the most difficult conditions can be overlonked.
All weariness, as a rule, originates from a lack of creative action, or more cor-
recthy, of creative action far good. One of the best aids toward sllLIl action is, of
course, friendly collaboration, and this you have already achieved. There is also
need far true-hearted guidance; that you have also. “T'his neans you are well-
grounded and can safely move ahead whenever you are ready. . . .

It is good to realize that self- pe:tt:Ltlblhty is not self-seeking but definitely
creative action for the good of all. Only in this purifying fire will you ever attain,
Very frequently people injure themselves and all they contact by allowing slander
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and mackery of others behind their back to go en unchecked, [n such an event,
explain to the persons involved that all evilsspeaking and slander returns to them
tenfold, and at the most unexpected moment when, perchance, they are under
the iflusion of having won g victory, OQften peaple are deluded by the satisfaction
of victory just when they stand on the very brink of an abyss they themselves
helped to dig. Whereas when the heart has been pure, when it has been true, no
evil can germinate. "U'hen, if distorted nunds slander and scotf ar vou behind vour
back, you can rejoice tn spirit, for in spirit vou will be strong, unshakeable, and
undaunted. )

[very worker has his own special task. Fach received his awn lofty mandate.
Léarn not only to reverence but also sincerely to love vour bright creative task. . | .
It is difficeit to believe that people stll imagine their thaughts can remain secret,
There is naught so hid that will not be revealed. What is secret is being disclosed
on every hand at the present time, and the boomerang of evil strikes back at the
thenwer with special rapidity and power these days. Flow tragic it is to see the
evil-doer, who, in a moment of madiess, has loosed arvows of poison, cringe when
the venom he has scatterved hits the hand that released it!

Hearth-fires of good action are as necessary as boards of health amd sanita-
tien. Many are the complaints becanse of the lack of sanitary measures. Snmilarly,
we must see to it that creatively constructive centers nultiply on heneficent fonn-
dations. Let us maintain our sacred pateol with “weapons of Light in both landst!”

Thought is more essentially real than are words. Thought s creative, and
therefore is a nursery of both good and evil, T'he man wha generates an evil
thought s no less, if not more responsible fer the result than is the one who com-
mits an evil action. This you know anly too well, but you will have to reiterate
it many, many times. [Jo not regret having to repeat these simple truths over aml
over again to all you meet. In doing so trv to find the most telling way ; take into
consideration your interlocutor’s circumstances. Learn to discern when a gentle
word is enough or when a thunder-bolt of Light is needed.

[Yetermine for vourselves, whenever pnssible, where a powerful inner vrge
lies hidden or where only a seed for good lies dormant, Watch without anxiety
the sprouting of the seed. Every good seed will sprout sooner or later, and it ix
not for us ta say how aml when the good seed sown should kear fruit. The sower
should sow but not imagine himself to be the reaper. He who is chosen to reap
will gather in the harvest. And who can say which s the most wonderful; the
sowing or the reaping? Sowing tires the hand, annd reaping tries the back., Both
effarts are moistencd with sweat and are betabored. But these are jovous efforrs,
tor in them inheres the promise of good, and your heart, when kept pure, knows
where true goodness abides. Individually and in friendly intercourse with each
ather, you will tirelessly sow good and in that work vou will find joy and vigor.

Meditate on spirituality, Discuss Beauty and Knowledge, Sustain with
thought such movements as the emancipation of women. Labor for the co-opera-
tive principle, for mutual helpfulness, for a sympathetic suppert of the vounger
generation, for the sake of a brighter future.

I’ake the initiative in comnplete self-abnegation, (Hten have we yvearned for
vour to become infuential citizens in vour own countries. Thus, in vour own
latiguages, as you expand in creative effort, vou will carry to vour cauntevimen
the message of joy and perfectibility, May it be so! Uphaold each other, help each
other aver the rough ground of human culture.

Mutual friendship is mutual co-operation and the latter 35 a theme-song to
labar and creativeness, Prayer for creativeness is blessed with strength. May Grace
descend upan you it all vour labors for Light!

In heart and spirit yours,
Himalayas, 1937, Iirena Rocrrent - Nicronas Roericn
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EXCHANGE MAGAZINES —

We gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the current issues of the following
magazines and journals. The Theosophist {Adyar, India), Brahmavidya |Adyarl,
El Teosofe Sudameticane {Montevideo, Uruguay), O Teosofista (Sao0 Paule, Brazill,
The Canadian Theoasophist {Toronto, Canada}, Theosophical News and Notes |London,
England), The Indian Theosophist (Benares, India}, Theosophy in Ireland {Dublin,
Ireland), Boletin Mexicana and Dharma i(Mexico), Amanecer (San Pedro de los Pinos,
Mexicol, De Theosophische Beweging (Amsterdam, Hollandl, The Theosophical Move-
ment {Bornbay, India}l, Theosophy {Los Angeles, Calif.}, Het Theosofisch Forum (Rot-
terdam, Holland), Teosofiskt Forum (Stockholm, Sweden), The Golden Lotus (Phila-
delphia, Pa.), The New Age Interpreter (Los Angeles, Calif.), Free Mind (Portland,
Ore.}, Divine Life and Biosophia (Mexico), The Quarter Hour (Los Angeles, Calif.),
Eirenicon {(Hyde, England), The Rosicrucian Magazine [(Oceanside, Calif.), Ludziom
Dobrej Wali (Scuth Bend, Ind.}, Bolletino Mensile (Savona, ltaly}, Theasophy in New
Zealand {Auckland, N. Z.), Mordisk Teosofi (Copenhagen, Denmark), Bombay Theo-
sophical Bulletin (Bombay, India}, De Theosoof {Leiden, Holland}, Manas iLos Angeles,
Calif.}, New QOutlook (Los Angeles, Calif.), Theosephia i(Aarhus, Denmark), Teossfisk
Tidskrift {Stockholm, Sweden) .

“THE SEARCHERS"
DDON"I" MI1SS READRING THI5 BOOK!

The leng-expected new book by IDr. Gustaf Stedmberg, called The
Searchers, has now been published. I'hough not a large work, it 15 never-
theless a major contribution to scientific and philosaphical thought, The
eminent astronomer and thinker develops further some of the feading
thoughts expressed by him in The Soul of the Universe and elsewhere,
Fvery student of the Ancient Wisdom should read this fascinating book
written in the form of a discussion between a group of men. Dr, Striim-
berg's theory of the “Autonomous Field” is the closest scientific approach
to'the recognition of the existence of an astral pattern underlying all physi-
cal structures, "'he possibility of reincarnation is definitely hinted at in the
Epilogue. T'he book has a spiritual appeal and sounds the note of high
ethics, David McKay Co,, Publishers, are ta be congratulated for issuing
this work., A more L_\tcnmc analysis of it will appear shortly in the pages
of Theovsophia,

The book may be ordered from the Port Orient Book Co., 1252 Tlirst
Ave., San Iego [, California, or from the Editorial Offices of Thensuphia.
{ Price: $3.00).

THEQSQPHICAL MOVEMENT
(Partial Pirectory) .
THE THEDSOPHICAL SOCIETY: Intern’l Hdgrrs., Adyar, Madras, India. C. Jinarajadasa, President.
QOff. Organ of the Pres.: The Theosophist.
United States Section: lames 5. Perkins, Gen. Sec'y, *'Olcott,” Wheatan, IlI. Off, CGrgan:
The American Theosaphist.
Canadian Section: Lt.-Caol. E. L. Thomson, Gen. Sec'y, 92 isabella St., Toronto, Ontario. Off.
Organ: The Canadian Theosophist (Dudley W, Barr, Editor),
Canadian Federation: Elsie F. Griffiths, Gen. Sec'y, 671 Richard St., Vancouver, B.C. Off. Organ:
The Federation Quarterly.
Literatura: The Theosephical Publishing House Adyar Madras, India, and 68 Great Russell 5t.,
Londan W.C. |, England. — The Theosophlcal Prass, *Oleott,” Wheaion‘ IIl. — Editiens Adyar,
4 Square Rapp, Paris vii, France.
THE THEQSOPHICAL SOCIETY: Intern’l qurts Covina, Calif.,, USA. Arthur L. Conger, Leader.
Off, Organ: The Theescphical Forum.
American-Canadian Section: Maj. Olives” ). Schoonmaker, Pres., Theosophical Headguarters,
Coviria, Calif. Off, Organ: Lucifer (M. R. Franklin, Edjter),
Literature: Theecsophical University Press, Covma, Calif. — Theosophical Bock Ca., 119
Stoughton Rd., Guildford, Surrey, England. — U.M., C.AJ. van Dishoek cv.,, Nwe. 's- Graveland-
scheweg 16, Bussum, Hoiland. — Box 1292 G.F.O., Sydney‘ Australia, — Teasofiska Bokfsriaget,
nérsgatan 29, Stockholm, Sweden.
THE l..I ITED LODGE OF THEOSOPHISTS: selected iist of centers— .
Los Angeles 7, Calif., 245 West 33rd St. Literature: Theosophy Company, publishers of the
magazine Tlleasoplny
Bombay, India, 51 Mahatma Gandhj Rd. Literature: Theosophy Company, Ltd., Publishers of the
magazine The Theosophleal Movement. — International Book House, Ltd Bombay 1. —
"P\ryasatha. Malatzar Hill, Bombay &, Editors of \he magaznie The Aryan ‘Path.
Bombay India, Ananda Nwas Bhau Daji Road, Matunga.
London, Engtand, 17 Great Cumberland Place.
Paris v, Frarce, 14 Rue de I'Abbé de I'Epée.
Sydney, Australla Federation House, 16G Philip 3t
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