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PROGRESS AND CULTURE

H. P, Blavatsky

(Exverpis from on article originally published in Lucifer, Yol. vi, August, 1890)

We, of the century claiming itself as the xixih of our era, are very proud
of our Progress and Civilization — Chureh and Churchmen atiributing hoth
to the advent of Christianity — “Blot Christianity out of the pages of man's
history,” they say, “amd what would his laws have been? — whal his civili-
zation?” Aye: “not a law which does not owe its truth and gentleness to
Cliristianity, not a custom whiel cannot he traced in all its holy and healthful
parts to the Gospel”

What an absurd boast, and how casily refuted!

To discredit such statemends one has Lut to remember that our laws are
based on thase of Moses — life for life and tooth for tooth; 1o recall the laws
of the Aoly Inquisition, f.e., the burning of heretics und witches by the leca-
tombh, on the slightest provocation; the atleged right of the weahliest and the
strongest to sell their servants and fellow men into slavery, not to carry imo
effect the curse bestowed on Ham, but simply “to purchase the luxuries of
Asia by supplying the slave market of the Sa racens” ; und hinally the Christian
laws upheld to this day in England, and called women’s disabilities, sucial
and political. Moreover, as in the blessed days of our forefathers’ ignarance.
we meel now with =uch choics hits of unhlushing blague as this, “We speak of
our civilization, our arts, our [reedom, our laws, and forget entirely hene
large @ share of all is due to Christianity” (lose),

Just so! “our laws and our arts,” but neither “our civilization™ nor “our
[reedom.” No one conld contradict the statement that these were won in spite
of the most terrible opposilion by the Church during loug centuries, and i
the face of lier repented and lowd anathemas against civilization and freedom
amdd Lhe defenders of hath. And yet, notwithstanding fact and trath, it is
being constantly urgeel that even the elevated position{(?!) of the Clristian
woman as compared with her “lieathen” sister, is entively the work of Chris-
tianity! Were it (rue, this would at best be but a poor ecompliment to pay to
a religion which claims 10 supersede all others. As it is net true. however —
Lecky, among many other serious and trustworthy writers, having shown that
“in the whole feudal legislation (of Christendom) women were placed in a
much lower legal position than in the Pugan Empire” — the sooner and the
oftener this fact is mentioned the better it will be for plain truth. Besides this,
our ecclesiastical laws are honeycombed as has been zaid, with the Mosaic
element. ltis Leviticus not the Roman code, which is the creator and inspirer

i of legisiation — in Protestant countries at any rale.

Progress, says Carlyle. is “living movement.” This i= true; but it is so
only on the candition that no dead weight, no corpse shall impede the [ree-
dom of that “living movement,” Now in its uncompromising conservatisin
and unspirituality the Church is no better than a dead body, Thereflore it did
and still does impede true progress. Indeed. so long as the Cliurch ~-the
deadliest enemy of the ethics of Christ — was in power, there was hardly any
progress at al}. Tt was only after the French Revalution that real culture and
civilization had a fair start .. ..

But what are really celture and civilization? Dickens’ idea that our hearts
have benelied as much by macadam as our Doats, is mare original from a
literary, than an aphoristical, standpoint. 1t is not true in principle, and it
is disproved in nature by the very fact that there are far more good-hearted
and noble-minded men and women in muddy country villages than 1here are
in macadamised Paris or London. Real eultiere is spiritual, It proceeds from
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: willitn owtwards, und unless a_person_is naturally noble-minded and strives
to progress un the spiritual belore lie docs so on the phystcal or onbward
plane, such culture and civilization will be ho hetler than whitened sepulchres
{ull of dead men’s bones and decay.” And Tiow can there Te any 1rue spiriinal

%

and_intellectuwal culiuce whici dvgmalic creeds are the Suate religion and
: Lnlnrcu] under the penalty of the opprobriun ol Targe commuiitics of

i “believers,” No_dogmatic ereed can be progressise. Undess a dogina 1s the

|' expression of a wnversal and proven lact 1n nature, 11 1s bo Deiler Hian metal

and mtellectual slavery, Une who accepls dogmas ends by beecoming a dog-

; mulis: mnsell . ...

! And what. alter all, does cur civilizalion amownt to in the face of the
erandiose civilizations_of the Pasl, now so_renwle and so Torgoltei, s To
lunllqll our woedern conceit with the comfurting 1den that ller BOVCr WEre
any true civilizations al all Lelore the advenl ol GHOsGaty? .. ..

Whither thien shall we turn o i a correboration of the mendacious claim,

B thal we owe aur civibizalion and culture. our avis. seicnces, and all to tlie

B elevaling and henign inlluence of Christianity ¢ W e owe Lo it nothing - noth-

iny at all, ueillluﬂ\ sically nor muerally. The progress we have achieved, so

far, relates in every case to purely poysical applmnu- to uhjects and 1lings,
nol te Wie Gtier man, We have now every comenicnce and comfort ol hle
evervihing that panders to oiur senses and vanity, hul not one atom of meral
improvement do we hid in Cliristendom sinee (he establishiment oI the religion
of Chirist. As the cowl does not make the mank. so the renuncialion ol 1lie old

Cods has not made men any better than they were before, hut only, perhiaps,

worse, At_any rate. il _has crcated a_new Jurm ol Tivpocrisy —- cant; nor has

eivilization spread as much as is claimed for 1t. .,

'
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{Exceepts from The Key o Theosophy by TP, Blavatsky, pp. 79000
1¥a yatt mein ta suggest that neither the veachings of Buddhin noy those of Christ hoave
heen heretofure riphtly understood ?
What 1 mean is just as you say. Both Gospels, the Buddhist and the Chreis-
: tian, were preached with the same object in view. Both reformers were ardent
philanthropists and practical eltruists — preaching most unmistukably Sociul-
ism of the noblest and highest 1ype, self-sacrifice 1o the bhitter end. “Let the
sins of the whole world Tall upon me that 1 may relieve man’s misery and
sulfering!” cries Buddha; ... “I would not let une cry whow { could save!”
exclaims the Prince-beggar, clad in the refuse rags of the burial-grounds.
“Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavily laden and 1 will give you
rest,” is the appeal to the poor and the disinherited made by the “Man of
Sorrows,” who hatli not where to lay his head. The teachings of both are
houndless love for humanity, charity, forgiveness of injury, forgetfulness of
self, and pily for the deluded masses; both show the same conempt lor riches,
and make no dilference between mewm and fuum. Their desire was, without
revealing 1o all the sacred mysteries of initiation, to give the ignorant and ihe
misled, whose burden in life was too heavy for them, hope enongh and an
inkling inlo the truth sufficient to support them in their heaviest hours. But
the object of both Reformers was {rustraled, owing lo excess of zeal of their
later followers. The words of the Masters having been misanderstood and

wisinterpreted, bebold 1he consequences!

e mm e s e mmE e

1
L]
1
1
1
£
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
1




s .

o

THE NEED IS GREAT!

Boris de Zirkeff

With the present issue Theosophia
begins its second yearly cycle,

Against many oids and wneertain-
lies, it has survived iis first twelve-
month. lts ups and dowus have been
many. An experimental venture from
the oulsel, it has nevertheless secured
for itself a foothold. UHs present cir-
cumslances are shaky, Ilts futire fale
unknown. It the printing of this
seventl issie is tungible evidence that
it intends to live, awd no one of the
prophet-alarmists have yet been in-
vited to attend the untimely [uneral
of the youny prodigy.

We thank all those who gave it
their support in subseriptions, dona-
lions and articles. Some have promised
to heln and liave done so; others have
spoken volumes about it but have
failed to eive any langible evidence
of what their voices spoke. Others
vet have neither wtiered any audible
sound nar given any help. We thank
them all: the hrsl ones Tor hard, cold
actualities; the second vnes Tocr kind
thouglis on our hehalf; the others
for letting us siitl imagine through
their silence that they might yet be-
come vocal or even send us a sub-
seription unawares.

Our ebjectives remain the same—-
to disseminate Theosophy in a world
of confusion; 1o broadeast anywhere
seeds ol redeeming thonght, amidst
the piled heans ol intellectuat aud
spiritual ruins. Some there are in-
deed whase hearts arve in seavch of
Trath; some there are whose minds
anguished and torn, intuitively feel
the nearness ol a Sacred Soil—a Con-
tinent of Spiritual Thought, whose
exaclt whereabouls have Leen lost in
the general confusion. We ure in
scarch of thesc lonely Seckers, Will
anyone help us 1o lind more of them?

While our ohjectives liave nol al-
tered, the world has. “Ol, hut it
really hasn't,” we hear somebody say.,
Let us nndersland eacls other. We
do net mean that il has changed s

motives, its values, its methods, nor
its deep-rouoted character. We rather
mean that the kaleidascopic pano.
rama of & world in ruthless npheaval
against itself has brought into a still
more tangible reliel the cleavage he.
Iween the ruined and receeding past.
and the mouming tide of the imme-
diate hitore, Yes, and it has changed
in one other respect, The need has
Lecomz much greater; the ueed for
ight, for decency, lor justice, for
solidarity, for anmterstanding. — the
crying, awflul, inariiculale need for
new amnd lasting ldeals; ldeals thai
will not only leln in the fury of ihe
lashing storm, bul will be strong and
universal enough to prevent any like
storm of haman passions from ever
hreaking apain. Where except in the
Aveless Wisdom of Mankind can these
ldeuls ever be found ? Where. tell us?

Confused by the din and clatter of
empty slogans, rudderless on a sea
of contendiny ideas, thousands of
men and women are losing grip on
themselves, too isnerant of tle laws
of life 1o attribhale their sorry plight
to their own direct and cumulalive
actions, Their prevailing philoso-
phiv of life iz not worlh the name;
we all know it.

Behold the spectacle! 11 is a race
for money and more money ; for pow-
er and more power; for pasition.
weallh, possessions, honor, pride.
success, elamor, jrrespective of low
many human corpses or rained lives
it takes 1o reach them.  Patriolism
made to subserve igneble purposes
ol peliteal and economic chicanery.
Heroic courage in the Causze of hu-
man deslruction, Viees and erimes
of one group or nation elevaled fnlo
virtnes when indulged in by anather,
Millions of “inmocent” people hombed
out of existence, seme ul theiv fac-
tory benches, “innocently™ siuling ex-
osives into bomhbs, others at their
homesz, “iunocently™ enjoying the
fruitz of the earth and the achieve-
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ments of modern science, bought with
bleod-money. Science, the handmaid-
en ol truth, devoting brain and skill
1o the ranse of human slaughter.
Al, but this is the =ordid side of
life. we ave refd. After all, there is
anather side; there is refigion. there
are the Clurcles; the spiritual mes-
sace of the shepherds of Christ’s own
flack. We turn to them in leart-an-
vuish, How strange are the sounds
that reach our hewildered ears. Min-
isters of the Cospel executing donble
sonmersanlis in mid-air to prove that
all is well with our soldiers; they
ight a just aml honorable cause —
all of them. mind you. on both sides
of the conmtending hordes. This s
God's own war. it appears. The
Cauze of civilization versus chaos,
the Cause of Christianily versus a
resurgent paganism, Saldiers, be not
disturbed in your hearts! No nerd of
worrving. or even giving it a second
thought. It is all God's will on eanth.
Were Christ with us now. He =surely
would a2mend the text of the Sermon
on the Mount: but as He is nol here
tusl pnow. and has not been heard of
fur gnite some 1bme, we, His vicars
and pastors, are deing it for Him.
And the old and ugly story gocs
on! The blood of Brothers is spilled
the world over. The theughts of mil-
lions are poisoned with distorted
ideas. The sacred feelings of men
and women are violated ; their ntoblest
intuitions are trampled into the mire
hy those who pretend to lead them
10 the Light,

The true Theosophist's sympathies
are universal, lle triea lo \ake no
sides.  He is deeply sorry for men
and women whose actions are divected
apainst the simplest Laws ol Lile,
He condemns unequivocally these ac-
tipus. e does not condemin the ac-
tors thiemselves. for theirs is a state
of imuorance, of spiritual paueity,
of intellectual blindness nul  con-
ceil. fromnn which there is no eure bt
Kurowledge. Spiritual Knowledge;
and this is no gift from on high; it
lias 1w be eorned throngh sulfering
and acquired through inner growth.

Cue thing ubove all else stauds out
in this chaotic worldiit is Cani under
all and every Tarmi; hypocrisy ran-
wine rampant ; planned aind organized!
confusion of the minds of wen so
that seine mighl achiieve theiehy friow-
er over olliers. and fatme and wealil.
[i_is Uie_road whick Teads 1w the
afryss. It is the heast Tn Man degraded
and made strong by dragmng down
1o ils own low plane the Sacred Tires
of the Spiritual Self.

The ‘Temple ol Humanity is de-
scerated.  Ns  altar-dives burn low.
The sundizhit ilters in furntive gleams
through clouds of lunpsan passions,
Methinks there stands a ligure grave,
anstere and silent, of (laming gaze,
The lour of soul-communten is at
hand. 'The 1ext is chosen:

“My dwelling-place shall be known
as the Abode of Meditation; il ye
have made of it o den of iieves!™

A WORTHWHILE EFFORT

We draw the attention of our rewlers to the splendid work of our good friend
and {ellnw-warker, Dr. Sheldon Shepard {2431 Noo Gower St Hallywood 28,
Calif.. GRanite 7690, thraugh what he ealls the “Fouwrway {nter-Beligions So-
viety for Tolerance inclading Protestamt, Catllie, Jewish and oither people.
Dr. Shepard is enpaped huilding Tor muetual nnderstanding aml goodl-will among
relipionists of various Taiths, e is courageously hghling prejndice, suspicions
and hatreds, seeds of which moy he discerned everywhere. Only through the
eradication of these van we hope for n New World, ‘Fhe feld of our differing
aid vet deeply co-releted religivus views is o froitlul one to bring men and

women cleser together.

Listen to 1}, Shepard an the Radio. krac (1330 ked, every Thursday, at
1 1UAML An etoguent and convineing sperker, of wide sympathies and universnl
outlovk, Dr, Shepard hae heen Tor many years in the licld ef tree human serviee,
“He has many friends in the Thensophien! Socicty and his objectives and ideas

are parl of the Movement,

[
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THE WISDOM-RELIGION

Theodars Heline

It is now about three-quarters of a
century ago since Rhue. Blavatsky
was at work re-introducing 1o the
Western world the dectrines of the
Ancient Wisdom. Only a lew were
ready for her message then. But the
time was ripe 1o lay the Foundation
for this day when the multitude can
be reached. And seldom, if ever. in
the whole course of man's search for
the Light lias a comparable oppor.
tunity come to the revealers of 1le
Arcane Doctrines to proclaim their
truthis o the world,

There is a receptivity today that
did not exist when Mme. Blavatsky
commenced her work, Theoloay is
less dogmatic and science less mate-
rialistic. A planetary infiltration of
fresh energies has caused former
rigidities of thought and outlonk to
pive way o mwore elastic and expan.
sive viewpoinis. Human conscious-
ness is keyed to a higher octave of
reality and the zoul is emerging imo
a new cycle of expression.

That the twentieth centiny was o
witness such changed conditions was
foreseen bv Mnie, Blavatsky when
there was nothing to indicats it to the
academically learned of her day, Sle
made & statement to that ellect in
1888 wlien declaring thal our present
cenlury would see the great principles
laid down by her in The Secret Doe-
trine commonly accepied as the foun-
dation of scientific fact. This has
come to pass to a lar greater desvee
than is realized by the average in-
dividuat. As the late Dr. G. de Pur-
ucker ohserved, the approach of aca-
demic science is “in certain circum-
stances so close and so perfect in gen-
eral postulates thar it amounts al-
most to identity. 11 these great scien-
tific thinkers” he adds, “continue as
they have begun, occult and academic
science will blend inlo one system and
in more than one direction.”

The Wisdom-Ueligion builds on
the motvo: There is no religion higher

than Truth. To thar truth. the truth
that shall make us free. religion and
science are equally dedicated. And
vet how divided the two have been,

- how fierce al times the antagonism.

liow bitter the conilicts!

The very fact that this has heen so
indicates how greatly hoth have suf-
fered Trom a lack of the inner gutding
light. When the Mysteries were still
()IJ(EIII\-' present among men as ”](')'
were in the days of Ancient Greece,
no such difference belween science
andl religion existed. They were ree-
opnized as being bt 1we different
aspects of Truth which, tozelher with
art, made up the major modes of
Reatity’s triune manifestation. Todav
a resloration of that fost unity s
under warv and it is the revived Wis.
dom Teaching that witl Lesiow the
knewledge, the understanding and
the vision necessary to effect the per-
fect reconciliation.

In this process of rapprochement, it
is important te note that the Wisdom
Religion draws physical science 1o its
level before it wins over organized
refigion, At frst sight this seems
scarcely credible. considering  the
fact that whereas the province of the
former is mere matter, the laiter is
centered in the concerns of the spirit.
Furthermore, physical science became
for a time so skeptical and materialis-
tic as to virtually “bow God out of
existence.” Late uineteenth centnry
science was avowedly aunostic, if not
actually atheistic. And ver today it
outruns doclrinal religion in ils ap.
prehension of Reality and is un-
doubtedly doing more than any other
single lactor toward establishing a
new philesophy of living and heing.
In the words of General J. C. Smuts
in a presidential address delivered
lielare the British Associalion [or the
Advancement of Science a few years
ago, “It may fairly be said that
science is perhaps the clearest revela-
tion of God to our age.” To which
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he added: “The world consists not
only of electrons and radiations, but
alzo souls and aspirations. Beauty
and holiness are as much aspects of
nature as energy and entropy.”

For lung centuries the Church was
the prime revelator. Throughout the
Ages she reigned supreme. Ant and
science were lier handmaidens. All
men looked ta her Tor the highest
word that could be spuken on Tlile,
its problems, i1z mysteries, its des.
tiny. But from the time that the priest-
hood ceazed 10 be recruited from the
initiated. the inner Heght grew dim-
mer even though the outward forms
mrew greater. Authority passed [rom
that “inmost center where truth abiiles
i fulness™ ta externals. To Catholic-
ism that authority centered in the
Chureli; 1o Protestantism in the Bibie,
And in this exlernalization its vitality
declined and its leadership waned.
[t became a state institulion and Ta-
hored under the assumption that il
was in possession of the whole and
final truth with regard to God, man
and the universe. Traditions and dog-
ma held it in narrow bounds and its
appeal was not to reason, hut to hlind
{aith, It ceased to be either free or
creative.

But the spirit of man is hoth, It
is divinely charged with an wurge 10
know and to du, Conszequently when
the Church discourazed and virtually
forbade inquiry independent of s
jurisdiction and approval and, move-
over, tmposed penaliies even up to
death #tself for a vielalion of such
restrictions, it was inevitable that
there would be rebels, and presently
in sufficient nwember to wrest from the

Church the supremacy which she had

so long maintained over the whole of

life. Being denied the fellowship of
the “faithful,” these free suuls were
quite content to be counted among the

“faithtess,” As John Tyndall observed

in an address which he made in 1871

as president of the British Associa-

lion for the Advancement of Science,
quuting Fpicurus: “Nol he is godless

who rejects the gods of the crowd bt
rather he who accepls them.”

Since the Cliureh Lad fost so much
of Whe true light, it foflowed thar the
civilization which it sponsored was
correspondingly unenlightened. Famn.
est truth seekers recognized this fact
and set out ta jncrease the fight, They
believed ignorance to be 1le great
sin, and, in the words of Shakespeare,
“knowledge the wings wherewith we
fly to heaven.” They therelnre cul.
tivated reason and logic: they em-
harked upon methodical observatinn
and experimentation. And so moderu
science came into being, not with the
help of oarganized religion, bt in
spile of its bitter opposilion. Nothing
could deter the seientific explorers in
their new pursuits of koewledge, nnl
evea martyrdom itsell.  For truh
is no less prized by the seientist than
the religionist. As a watler of fact, it
is perhaps not going teo far ta agree
with a conlemporary, quated by Lin.
stein in an article by Lim on Religion
and Science, that “the anly deeply
religions people of our largely maie-
rialistic age are the carrest men of
researcl.”

And so even thongh science lead to
agnoslicism, it has enhoinated in the
most impressive alinwation of our
time. As Francis Bacon, “apostle of
the scientific method” observed: “A
bitle or sunerficial test of philosgophy
may perclance incline the mind of
wan Lo atheisms; bt o full drangh
thercol brings the mind hack again
ta refligion. For in the eidrance of
philosophy when the secoml causes,
which are next unto the senses, do
ofler themselves to the mind of wan,
and the mind ilself cleaves unlo them
that dwells theve, an ohlivion of he
Highest Cause may crecp ing Dul
when a man passeth on Tarther and
behulds the alependency, eontinua-
tion and conlederacy of cavses. and
the works of DProvidence, then, ac-
cording to the allegory of the pocs,
hie will easily helieve that the highes
link of Nature’s chains needs be tied
to the faor of Jupiter’s chair.”
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From the niveteenth to the twen-
lieth century science has negotiated
this passage. In the last eenlury we
had Tfearless questioners and grave
doubters,~Darwin, Nuxley, Spencer,
Haeckel and Tyndell. But as il is the
questioners who became the knowers,
we have in his cenlury  great he-
lievers such as FKinstein, Millikan,
Jeans, Eddingtan, Pupin and lLodye.
What these men of pure science have
taught sbout 1the nawure and origin
of matter, the atom, space and so on,
s virtuallv al one with the Secret
Doctrine,

The leaders of the New Science
have spoken. Theirs is the Fverlast.
ing Yea, They have opened wide the

Wisdom-Religion 0 wke vver. It is
the hour Tor which Theosophy has
long struggled and prepared. Bonow
hecomes ils golden opportunsity 1o
iterpret o a multitude of hungering
souls the meaning of the new revela-
tion which is upon us. This it can
do becanse 6 ministers at once to
head and leari. [1 can satisfy the
gapiration of the zoul and the ques-
tioning of the mind. It holds the keys
1o the spiritual stguilicance ol 1hal
whiclt physical science has so hril-
liantly revealed, and thus aidvances
the day thal is now fast appreaching
wlen the Mysteries that have so long
Leen in hiding can onee more re-
appear in the open ta held the Torch

door that Jeads from physicel to  of Truth alolt for all to sec and
spititual realities. I is now fur the  follaw.

We wish te express our Tellow-Teeling and apprecigtion in regard to the Yew dge
Ineerpreter, a monthly magagine edived by Dry Themdore Heline, auhor of the remarkable
artiche printed du the loreguing pages. This publication ix “desoted 1o stnlies designe? 1o
wid the modern seeker 1o spiritnal reorientation in the fight of the Ageless Wisdom ™
lis many essavs on historical aml seienlifie subjects preseat the often jgnored oecull hack.
drop af well-known events in cecent gl anvient history, Ahle articles from the pen of
Mrs, Corinne Hlebine on such subjects s the mystic inteepretation and healing power ol
Muste: and Color are dilfecent enongh (ron the gocepled views 1o be especially intercsting.
We draw special attentinn to the Janwary, 1985 izsue, with its timely stady of Adther
Fddington™s work in an anicle emided “The Yoice of the New Seicnces We deeply appe-
ciate Dr, Hel ne’s help and message appearing in our own pages, and greet him and bis
scholarly wile as co-workers and fellow-travelees on the agebess highway whicl Leads Tiom
ignornee to Koowledge, and frn darkness inte Light, far all men. {New Age Press,
Bux 6133 Mewrapalitan Station, Los Apgetes 1L, Calif,y —Ed. Theos.

PERSONALITY
Reins Roos

And just whal is rersoNsnTY? Wehster defines it as “That whicl: consti-
tutes a person.” Same psychologists say personality is the outpicturing of
what we really feel and think and are deep down ingide—it is that which
others see in us. [n brief, what we ztre is the resalt of what we think. It i
therefore up to each of ns 1o create his or hier own personality.

If our thoughts take the right channels, we allain poise, and poise is per-
haps the most necessary ingredient in a cheoning personality. Poise. con-
cisely, ia personal harimony and a “complete inner assurance” twhich does
not mean conceit—it is something quite ditfferent). Without poise there can
he no charm, and il we do not have chiarm, all our ather qualities, however
excellent, are “as sonnding birass and a tinkling cymbal.”

In addition 1o poise, a pleasing personality calls Tor a good appearance
and a natural Triendliness, and the acqguisition of that ability, so rare, lo
work in comnplete harmony with thoese abont us,

The creation of personalily, like charity, “heginsg a1l home,” in our own
thoughts, iu that innernost place of our being where all desires are formed,
And a desire, if intense enough and deep enough, cun produce anything, can
outpicture any kind of personality we wish to express. Although we canuot
draw a picture of personality, nor plotograph it even with the finest lens, il
is that thing about us which makes lor suceess or failure in our daily lives.

{From the Los Angetes Banker, March, 1913)
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THE THEOSOPHICAL SPONGE

Dick Cuning

Do you remember the family
sponge? Do you still have one?
Fine!' Go ger it immediately and
then come on out here and make yonr-
selfl comfortable in this srm-chair.
By the wav, bring along a pan of
water. We'll be very careful not to
spitl a drop on your 9x12 Axminster.
Al set? N s an Axminster, isn’l it?
Well, it doesn’t malter.

Take the sponge and place it in the
pan. See what happens? Of course
vou do; it has the same character-
istic activity associated with all good
sponges. 11 absorhs 1he waler.

Now the reason | invited you out
here in your charming and well-
appointed front-room, was lo use this
sponge as an illustration. 1t may be
teo abvious an ilustration, buat the
resulls thevefrom are invalunable,

{sn’t it remarkable in a way how
many of us are like a sponge—parti-
ally s0? I say “partially” for a rea-
son which 'l tell you abouat in a
moment. We ahsorh the Theosophical
Water of Knowledge and keep it in
our mental sponge, with a few drops
splashing back into the pan of life
only occasionally. We rarely wring
oul the gpange or pul pressure an it
to give hack some of its contenls. We
remain bloated in onr intellectual
knowledze wilthout having ahsorhed
ilie teachings in our Spiritual Con-
scinusness,

For if we did—if we had—this
sponge would be under a constant
pressure, with a steady siream being
poured back, We would be actively
engaged in pouring words of The.
osophical Knowledge out of our
{iearts and minds and spirits into the
ears of those who might gather to

listen—or on pages lor those who
might care 1o read.

Mankind needs that “pressure” to
refease the Knowledse of the Higher
into the lower. So do Theosoplists.
Aren’t the times of aur years a cause
for the “exerntion of 1hat pressnure”?

Non’t you feel humanity is being
squeezed as never helore into the
husiness of learning and developing?
Forcibly and vielently twisted iuto
growing? The pan of life is nearly
dry from the waste of improper
thinking, of dismal action. Never he.
fore has the world necded your The.
osophical Knowledge move than
RIGHT NOW, :

Why don’t vou go into action im-
mediately and starl compressing that
metal sponge of yonrs? Siart in
RIGHT Now and see if you can’t devise
some means ol taking what you know
of Theosophy and pouring it hack in-
to a channel of hroad understanding
that will irvigate the wminds of
met; those minds hot and dull aud
dry with the desolation of unwise
thouglits, unwise actions!

You ean belp men to think betler
thonglis; thouglts of inellectual
vigor and goodness and  kindness,
Werent yau given a tremendous
growlh afler reading yonr hrst The-
asopliical Manual or whalever it was
you read? And didn’t you feel in-
gpired and probably troubled in your
heart of hearls after listening to the
eager voice and tocking into the shin-
ing eyes of yonr Thensophical Frieml
or acquainlance? IHdn't you feel
perhans you should look imo this
thing called Theosopliy more deeply
and do something about spreading
the Truths of Nature?

Weren't the choking weeds of dog.
ma and sell-satisfaction disturbed to
their grasping roots when your mind
received the sparkling elixir of Uni-
versal Truth? If nol, at least your
friend’s “mental sponge” pravided
the first drop that evennally eroded
your own self-created shell of spivit-
ual limitations, That was worth some-
thing, wasn’t it? Pl het you're glad
about it now, aren’t you?

You recall I mentioned that we
were “partially” like sponges? Here's

what T mean; its true that we oo
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can submerge our menlal sponges
back into the clear water of Truth
and Cosmic Knowledge by reading
and listening to those who know more
than we do. But this sponge that we're
using for owr tllustration must he
dipped back into the water if it's to
be wsed again; when the waler eva.
porates evenlually, there’s no more
o be used in this pan without re-
plenishing the supply.

Bul you are not like that.

That's why 1 =aid we're “partially”
like a sponge, Because when you give
out a Theosophical Truth, yen den’t
go dry. Yor can release that Truth
many times over; you can exert the
~ressure again and again and the
Supply (Truthy will never he ex-
hausted. Instead, its implications will
grow as vour mind and consciousness
hecome a fitling reposilory 1o ve-
ceive its ramilications. Isu’t that en-
conraging ?

Well, here’s your pan of water and
here’s the sponge. We didn't spill a
drop did we? Bul one thing we'd het.
ter do is to starl pouring the Ancient
Wisdom oul inlo lhe human wastes
of the world as quickly, as consis.
tently, as intelligently aud diploma-
ticatly as possible, hadot we? iow
about you? How aclive a part are you
going to take in putling un the pres-
sure? The Pressure that squeezes
the sponge that never runs dry?
L el 4 ™
That’s fine! no 1T now!! Doo’t neg-

lect a single opportunity to 1alk,
write, think and po Theosophy for
the benefit of your fellow-men; that
Brothethoad of Man of which you
are a part, Take a maore active role,
Get Dusy!

Don’t worry or be afraid to lalk
in public. [nstead, dv something
ahout it and remember Lhis: one of
the grealesl problems facing The-
psoplists is betler 1o understand the
egreal Tesachines which the Theoso-
whical member claims o support,
Because a lrue and deep undevstanid-
ing of the Ancienl Wisdom will mnake
it pessible to counter many of ihe
argwmenls of the skeptic.

Every skeptic is a potential The-
osaphist. His reluclance to acknow |-
edee or give in 10 your premises, is
your challenge to a more complete
self-improvement ceursze in lerms of
daily Theusophical meditation, think.
e and living, How can you help
lim, i yon can’t help yourself?

Aud speaking of spreading these
Truths, what aboul the statement of
Master K. H. in the Wahatme Letters
{p. 309}

“The ouly object to be siriven for
is the amclioration of the condition
of anvy hy the spread of truth suited
1o the various stages of his develop-
ment and that of the country le in-
halits and belongs to.”

Wlhat are we doing about it?

A THEQOSOPHICAL LODGE FOR MEN ONLY

It is Lodge No. 65 of San Diego, Calif. This is o mosl interesting and
worthwhile group of husiness men who organized lthemselves a couple of
years ago into o regular Lodgze of 1he Theosophical Society. Their seeming
“exclusiveness™ should not he interpreted as a reflection upon the “fair sex.”
Far from being “women-halers,” they are in many cases splendid fathers
amdl hughands, and all around construetive elements in the commnnity, They
meet every two weeks, on Wednesday evenings. Hervey ). Benner has Leen
giving {or some months past comprehensive and deeply-thought-ont putlines
of the muin theosoplical teachings, with their application to everyday prob.
lems. Well worth attending. You will meet a “Lbunch” of wnusually fine men
and may he sitrprised to find that they are right-dawn-to-earth people( with no
whiskers}), some of whom are well-known in the eity, Several of them are
Masons. Why not call the Secvetary-Treasurer, W, W, Steveus (3121 Gold-
finch St., San ego, Calil.) ot Wooderest 3153, and ask Tor informalion
ahoul meetings! 1f you are a Thinker, you owe il to yourzelfl to meel other
Thinkers!
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" Oheosophy Speaks”

CHARACTER, HEREDITY AND ENVIRONMENT

Transeribed Rodio Broadceast of Junvary 23, 1944
avay Station KMPC, Baverly Hills, Californin,

(2]

Announcer: “Theosophy Speaks!
“Light for the Mind — Love far the Heart — Understanding for the Infellecr”

Last Sunday in our fonrth and final hroadeast on the subject of geiscannamon, “Theaso-
phy Speaks™ hronght our that all growth aod improvement is slow end geadual, and in-
eludes Spiritugl, Merab wnd Intellectual progress, as welb as Physical. Therefore, we nsy
have a dong-range view of the evolution of Slan ... The Twman vace is millions of years
old. Civilizations bave come and gone — there have been Golden Ages and Dark Ages,
And all of us lived in them and contribaied 10 them, for bener or for warse. We said that
in eur long evolutionary journey, we live many tines. Iu those many lives we make inis-
takes — throngh  goord, njustice, ignoring duty or obligation, hurting oihiers throngh
poseip, inllicting our will wpan otliers 1w make them do wrong, awd throngh scltishness
snd indifference. And siuee Nature is huilded upon harmony and balance, when we
distort the balanee, make diseord of the harmony, they wmuost be set rigl by the one
responsible: this often results in griel, pain and trouble, This is due 1 the Universal law
of acrox and neEaceios, or cause and Ereect, Theosophists call it KAHMA,

Tonay, our seene is a lecture hall, The speaker, in intcaduring his subject, has just told
lis awdience that since our cuakavrens have been conditioned snd molded by the endless
chain of cavsg and grercr, his talk today will be primarily an explanation of cinanacres,

HERELLTY aid ENVIRONMENT. As we become part of his awldience, he is saying. ..

LECTURFR: . . . And 1his friend
said 10 me: “Which is the most im-
portanl faclor in human evolution:
Heredity, characler or environment ?”

You know, [riends, this nuestion
could be superficially answered cor-
rectly by saying that any one of these
three points was the most impartant
factor in human evolution, depending
upon one's viewpoint and depth of
mnderslanding. For example, some-
one might say that HEREMTY was 1he
most imporlant element. And they
would be enrrect 1¥ by heredity they
meant that countinuity of conscious-
ness that each one of us inherits from
ourselves—-that is, lrom what we were
in pagl incarnations.

In other words, and 1o put it very
briefly: each individual is his own
ancestor. You see, family and parents
are the channels through which the
stream of our evolution courses—
and the family alfords expression for
individual heredity, valher than fam-
ily hercdity. The heredity of an
enlity is delermined Dy wHat 1T bT-
seLr 18, This is why members of one
family differ so widely, although all
are born under similar circnmstances
andd From the same so-called heredi-
lary strain,

Bt the general view regarding
heredity would differ very widely
from 1his viewpoinl. Most people
think of heredity as only referring to
the pliysical, brain-mind, or emotion-
al Iraits that are passed on [rom
parent to child, and so forth, And
it must be admitted there are often
very siriking examples of similarities
of appearance and personality among
those having direct or close blood ve-
bationshins. Bul there are MoRE cases
where nwo resemblance of any kind
whatsoever exists between the par-
ents and their offspring.  lndeed,
muny of them feel like strangers to
each other.

But what about the many cases
where the children greatly excel (heir
parenls in accomplishiment or in
moral development? And isn't the
reverse afso true, where the children
fail to measure up to the ability and
motal slanding of their parenis?

And haven’t vou kunown of cases
where a person’s physical hady is
greathy allicted through illness or in-
jury, and yet, that same individual
had clear—even keen—menlal activ-
ity and strong spivitual diserimina-
tion that completely overshaduwed
the physical handicaps?

12
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History reveals eases of men and
women Lhrown inte jail hecause of
liberal or humane thinkiag, and such
individuals have, in spite of the phy-
sival restrictions of the prison cell,
written great maslerpicces seeking lo
uplift the hearts and free the ninds
of all men frem intolerance and in-
justice.

Were such souls as these merely
the result of the unien of certain
germ cells or cliromnsomes? Did
they inherit these traits from their
ancestors? Think a moment. Do
herces come from a lomg line of
heroes? Do murderers come from
families of murderers? We know Lhis
isn’t so . ... And how alwoul people
like you and me? Do our parents,
Lrothers, sisters, uncles and so on—
each and all possess the taleas,
traits or characters we have? (r
what is more important, the same
sonl-qualilies?

Do we inherit sell-sacrifice, com-
passion, intuition or creativenesa?
And whal is it that shines forth from
within some people aml serves as a
great inspiration to olhers? Are
these things inlierited? Tsn’y there a
missing link lhere? Tuspiralion and
the other soul-qualities just men-
tioned belong to individuad heredity
——not group heredity — and a man
inherits them from one =ource —
HIMSELF.

Now, whal makes a novel, a mo-
tion picture or a greal humanitarian
work Tive in the hearvts amd minds
of people? Is it the physical charae-
teristiecs of the leading claracters,
their ancestry and the environment
in which they are portrayed, that
makes them live long in our mem-
ory? Ta a certain extent it is. And
right here T want to say that hered-
ity, character and environment each
rlay a part TO A CRRTAIN EXTENT,
in the evolution of human lweings,

Let ws consider, then, what part
environment plays, First of all, what
is meant by environmenl? Usually
that it is physical and external eon-
ditions, inclmding the political and

economic aspects. And this is quite
true as far us it goes, But—does eu-
vironment really slop there? What
aboul the stars, and the inlluences of
the people we know and meet and
theic philosoplhies of life—good, had
and indifferent?  Iso’t 1this onr en-
vironment atso? In fact, it is dilicult
1o say wheve plysical envirenment
stops and where emotional, mental
and spiritual environment hegin—for
they are all interlocked aud related
one lo anollier, aren’t they? Eunviron-
ment, therefore, is & factor in human
evolution. groT, what produces or cre-
ates environmenl? That is the crux
of the matler.

Fach human soul fuds ivself in an
environmenl that it has earned, oth-
erwise it would not be there. This
may sound strange at firsl, but we
should not think of a ¢hild as merely
a physical body, nor as a newly cre-
ated soul at phliysical birth. nor as
Lieing totally unrelated 1o its new en-
vironment. Every child is the result
of evolmion, In each life il has cer-
tain lessons 1o learn. certain delis
and dwlies to pay, certain rewards
to reap, With love, liate, desive for
expression, and  Karman  imipelling
him. lie crooses parents and en-
vironment.

Let ws say that the child chooses
to return inta earth-life through
and B s parents. In selecting suit.
abile entry into this woerld, il is mag-
netically attvacted to those individ-
uals amd envirenments that envre-
spond 1o ils own nalure, developed
in the past—and that also permil it
Lest o wark out ils destiny,

This E«o, coming inlo flesh again
for more experience in the schaal of
life, would have cevtuin tendencies
in common, as well as dilferences,
with i1s chosen family, due to mag-
nelic attrzelion.

It is these points e conmaN that
cause people 1o think that the child
inherited iliese chiaracteristics.  Bui
the Fact is, that every canse |)1'(}(]1|('l':-3
a correspending cilect. Therefore, we
miust he the result of whal we have




made of nonserves. The real direct
ing power is within ourselves and
can withsland any environment.
That's the real meaning of the term:
“Self.made man.”

It is not denied. therefore, that
external conditions have a tremen-
dous inlluence upon us. Witness the
conditions in the world today. By,
we belong here now by reason of
our own self-made destiny; other-
wise we'd be somewliere else. Fvery
person is involved in the conditions
that he has earned or made-~hy his
own past actions, or hy his FATLURE
10 AcT when and where he should
have acted.

ffence, we see that while environ-
ment is very important, still it is
man himself who creates such con-
ditions and influences. But the inspir-
ing thing is, that he has the power,
and free will, 10 change these condi-
tions for the helter if he isn't satis-
fied, Anidl who is satisfied with him-
self, or with world conditions today?
Il you aren, i's up to you tlo
change yoursell and help change
world conditions so that the environ-
ment of your next life will be hetier!
1 really is strictly up to us, as indi-
viduals and as members of the
liuman race.

Now, what about chavacler as an
element in human evolution? Is it the
most important factor? Yes, T think
it is. Why? Because it is character
which estahlishes and gives meaning
to heredity and environment. lLet’s
analyze this viewpaint,

Tn the first place, what is charae-
ter? lsn’t it the expression of a man’s

inner being: his soul? And it can be
gnod or had, weo, can't it? Let’s see
what 1. P. Blavatsky said abowm it in
The Key to Theosophy:

“All good and evil things in hu-
manity have their roats in human
character-——and this character is, and
has been, conditioned by the endless
chain of cause and effect. But this
conditioning applies to the future—
as well as to the present—and the
past.” . ..

Usually, we think of the soul of
man as goad, even if it periodically
manifests in what we call an evil
manner. I suppose this is so hecause
we instinctively feel that the soul
possesses much potential or latent
roodness or nobility. And this is so
because the soul of man is connected
to the Spiritual Self within, which is
the source of all true inspiralion aml
intuitive knowledge or Wisdom.

Naw, where does character hegin?
At physical hirth? Well . . . if char-
acter is the expression of the Soul,
and [ helieve it is, and the Soul goes
on farever, then characler too must
be just as deaihless. Why? Because
it is impossible 10 have a Fulure—
unless tiere is also a Present—and
a Past. And if the soul perpetuates
itself into the future, forever, then
the character must also.

In the last analysis, the character
of a man is molded and re-molded
by lis own thoughis, feelings and
actions. Let's get that point slraight.
A man acts in direct accordance with
liis character. And as stated before,
his character is a irue expression of
the development of Lis soul.

A man gets rid of his worn-out
physical body and hrain at death-—
Lut his character stays with him, he.
canse it is connected to the death-
less, spiritual part of his Being.

There is something within man
that is deeper than heredity, environ-
ment or character, And that is: Your
Higher, or Spiritual Sell-—the laner
Christ, or Lthe Buddhic Splendor—it
is known by many names. But what
we call it is not terribly imporiant.
The real point to bear in mind is,
that this Spiritual You is the origin
of your Conscience, your sense of
tight and of duty. It is the storehonse
of understanding, discrimination and
wnselfish love, We all have it. We
can all give tolerance, harmony, cons-
passion, to our Dbrother-men. Lel's
untack our storehouse for the better-
ment and the upliftment of ourselves
and of the world!
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THOUGHTS BY

Spread over the fromt pages of
nmost of our [arger newspajers, quite
recelltly, W23 @ hews report cover-
ing the suicide of a very prominent
banker. The article covered the sub-
ject matler of some noles that this
tternationally known man had lefy
behind him, when he decided to try
and improve his cendition, by com-
mitting the error of destroying his
body, the anly thing which would
allow him to improve his condition.

The following are a few extracts
from these notes: “I have no troubles
of any kind, nor am I in bad physical
health—Dbut for a long, long time |
have heen depressed MentTaLLy, and
suffered from melancholia that stead-
ily gets worse. Except for this sENTAL
depression, 1 have everything to lve
for: good lriends, lovely business as-
sociates, andd a good liture in this
world, with financial cuse. B T am
unhappy—MENTALLY.”

The presidency of the bank he
headed paid him $72,000 per year, so
financial worries were not even a con-
iributory cause lo his problem. He
owned a beawtiful country estate, so
an unpleasant envirommnenl could not
have helped bring on lis depression,
The loss of his wife, two years ago,
is the only thing that can le lound
in the recard, that might account for
the despondency noied.

It is an interesting case, especially
when so many people are assured
that wapPINESS always lollows in the
train of wealth and the possession of
many THINGS, This muan had all that,
yet he reilerates he was MENTALLY
unhappy. Searching for a key to the
problem, we find it in his own re-
pealed words “Mentally Unhappy.”
it is quite & common etror to con-
sider Happiness or Unhappiness as a
MENTAL function. In reality these two
Intangibles of Life are functions of
the HEAnT and not the mind. The
error comes from confusing the mean-
ing of the words marringss and

15
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rLEASURE. The latter is somelhing
that tickles and appeals to the Mind,
whicl is why Pleasnre can be Tounl
in a Night Cluh, bt never Happiness.
Happiness comes from a hearl theol-
bing and invariably involves someone
or something uulsi(ie of the Happiness
Feeler, whicli ucls as recipient of the
Feeler’s Bounty. This is why Happi-
ness is felt in the presence of a Loved
One, the latier Iwing the cenler or
focus of that which is poured oul,
Pleasure is felt in the presence of
something which appeals only o the
mtan and whick operates from out-
side, poured out 1owards the individ-
ual who “Feets Pleasure”

From this we can sce that this vie
tim of his own folly coulil not find
liappiness, merely because he laoked
for it on the Memal Plane of Lifle,
instead of looking for it on the Spixit-
ual Plane, where it belongs. The
heart respowds to inliuences of &
Spiritual Natwre only. It is the at-
tachment 1o things and the conviction
that all else is condined to the mind,
that is the cause of all the Hnhap-
piness in the world. The Tleart is
simply starved, contacl with any-
thing Spirvitwal stops and the mind
and ]mdv lefr alone witle lhemsch'os,
{ind the tie unendurable, so the MixD
causes Lhe noby lo destroy itself.

And that causes us to consider that
perhans that very same thing is what
is happening to Lhe entire world. The
World Soul has shriveled up or
atrophied from disuse. The World
Mind and Body are simply appalled
at having to get along wgetlier alone.
so the World Mind devises frighiful
Ingines of Destruction to destroy the
World Body; in order that World
Mind may live alone with itsell.

matar:—H you are Unhappy, wn.
lock your lieart and get interested in
something outside of yourseff, and
Harriness will always follow,

And that’s Heart Doctrine Theoso-

1
phy! The Wayfarer.

Huded™ STunrmir

s S —

- o EE e am wm owm ow m om om o

1
1
1
1
1
&
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
|
1
1
1
1
1
1
1




SAN DIEGO THEGSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES

Theosophical Ceatar, Fourth Ave. and Olive 5t, San Diege 3, Calif., larksen 1740
Public Meetings — Sunday Afternoons — 3:00 o'Clock

GEMERAL TOPIC: ESSENTIAL UNITY
Chairman - - Mrs. Constance Hostler

May 6&ith — White Lotus Day, Selected Readings and Special Music.
May 131th — *The Unifying Influence of Theosophy” — Mrs, Lolita Hart (Covina),

May 20th — Round Talde: “Unity and Diversity” — Mrs. Agoes Sosnu, Ray Bennett, Mrs,
Bradley.

May 271 — Discussion: “Religions Unity” — Guest Speaker: Rev. Jozeph Fox and Foster
Grilths, F.T.S,

GENERAL TOPIC: EASTERN AMD WESTERN PSYCHOLOGY
Chairman — Mrs, Dorathy Friend
June 3rd — “How Sane Are We?” — Arthue W. Collins,
June 1h — *East und West, the Twain Shalf hMeet” — Miss Katherine Heck {Covinal.

June 17th — Dramatic Symposium of the Sacred Season —— Miss Rose Schneider, Misa
Nadine Nichulson,

June 24th — “Is There a Purpose to Life?” — Guest Speaker: Rev. Peter Samsom and
Harold W. Dempster, F.T.S,

Eotus Circle for Children {Theosophical Sunday Schnol), directed by Miss Edith Britain,

azristed by Miss Rose Schnelder, every Sunday, at 10:30 AN,

For information on all Theosopbhical activities in San Diego, tonsult Harold W. Dempster, Reg-
lonal Vice-Fresident, 3131 McCall St, San Diegoe 6, Colif., Bayview &83% {or Franklin 3131
daytime).

THEOSOPHIA
Financial Statement, May 1944 — May 1945

Dishursements Receipes

Prisiting - - . - « §646,70  Sulscriptions . - . - $123.00

Mimeographing -+ - - . 22,62  Single copies sold - - - 13.85

Postage - - B - - 41.81  Renewals - . - - - 160G

Envelopes - . . - - 19.36 Donations - - . - - 305,77

Incidentals - . - . - 6.51 $910.62
$737.03

Cazh RBalance - - . - §173.59

We thank all cur friends and fellow-workers for their help and support in the year just
ended. We hope they will find it worth their while 10 give us Further support whenever
possible, as well as 1o help us find new subseribers over an ever widening area, It has
been owr desire from the very outsel to reach.a paint when the Mmegazine may hecomne
self-supporting and rely on subscribers slone. It may take us some time yer Lefore we
reach this degree of success, Every new subscriber hrings us a little claser o the goal
rontemplated.

We alie wish to remind o number of our friends that their subscriplion expires NOW.
All thote whoe have recsived green, and later on rad slips, enclosed in thelr copiss, thould
renew their subscriptions right away, if they do not wish to lose the cantinuity in receiving
the magazinw. Addrass: “Thaosophia®”, Room 240, Western Bldg., Los Angeles 5, Calil,

—Editors, “Theosophia™,
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. THEOSOPHIA

A LIVING PHILOSOPHY FOR HUMANITY

VOL, I, No. 2 {8) JULY-AUGUST, 1945

i
' KatuemNe TINGLEY
k . Leader uf the Theosophical Suciety, 1896-1929
. “Seek the upward and ennchling path, and you are no longer alone: your own Divinity
Is on your side with you,.and what you can encompass of whut Universal Nature affords is
4 with yot to support you tewurels final victory,"—The Cods Aweit, p. 165,
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THEOSOPHIA

A Living Philasophy for Humanily

PUBLISHED EVERY TWO MONTHS UNDER THE AUSPICES OF
LODGE No. 80, AMERICAN-CANADIAN SECTION, THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
{International Haadguoriers, Covina, Calilernla)

*

DEVOTED TO THE DISSEMINATION OF THE ANCIENT WISDOM
Co-Editors: lrene Ponsonby, Boris de Zirkofl
Business Manuger: Norine G, Chadil
Subseription: $1.00 a yenr (six issues); single copy 20 cents.
Send subscriptiens and renewals to: Reomn 240, Western Bldg, 553 So. Western Avenue,
Los Angeles 5, California.

LODGE No. 60, THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
556 So. Gramercy Plate, Los Angeles 5, Colif. ¢ Phone: Fitaroy 5521 or FEderal 5914
Officers for 1945:

Sven Eck - - - - - President  Bertha Blanchard - - . Treasurer

Nancy Browning -« st Vice-President Eloise Reiniger - . - Secretary
Albert Charles lee - 2nd Vice-Presidene  Julic Gagné - - Assistant Secretary
Alice ek - - . - Librarian  Alice Copeland - - Assistunt Librarian

LODGE MEETINGS AND PUBLIC LECTURES

Owing 1o circumsionces beyond our control, und whith hove to do with the
temporary difficulty in finding a suvitobfe locodion fur our Public Meestings, thera
have been dizcentinued for o whils. As toon os new arrangements hove been
tompleled, oll the members and Friands will be nolified 1o this effach.

Study Closses

Men's Class. Texthook: Fundamentals of the Esoteric Philasophy. Second and Fourth
Monday af every month, at §:00 M. Meets at the liome of Ilen, Frank (5. Finlay-
soi, 500 So, Gramercy Place. Flizroy 30X,

Class for more advanced stwdies, Textimok: The Esoteric Tradition. For jnfortuation
call EXposition 5520 or Flizroy 5521,

Other Lodget in the Los Angeles Area

Lodge No. 5, 1595 Crassteads of the World, Tlollywood, Culbireth Sudler, President. Pub-
lie Lectures every second Sunday during the Summer menths, at 3:00 WM. Reading
Room open daity from 2:00 10 4:00. 1:t and 3rd Tuesdsys, Cluss in The Esoterie
Tradition: 2nd Wednesday, Women's Sty Ulass. For information eall: WAlnum
(1952 or MOrningside 11652,

Lodge No. 30, 1240 North Wilson Avenue, PPasadena, Mary L. Connor, President, I’hone
SYcamore 4-6440, .

Lodge Na, 58, 831 No, Mariposa Ave., Los Angeles 27, Mrs, Bessie M. Dickley, President;
Mrs. R, T Austin, Secretary, Meetings held on Tuesday alterncon frowm 2:00
.06, Public Lecture on the last Wednesday of the month, at #:00 P.M. Lutus Circle
for children every Sawurday from 10:30 10 11:30 AN

Lodge No. 63, 1595 Crossroads of the World, Hollywood. Dr. Jehn Creiset van Uchelen,
President. Phone HI-0019.

X

Los Angeleg Public Relations Committee, Arthur W. Beach, Chairmnan, 1043 North Sierra
Bonita Avenue, Hollywoad 46.
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DEVACHAN
H. P. BLAVATSKY

(A stindent found it diflicalt o understand the statement that “the spiriteal monad
leads for very long periads an existence of unalloyed satisfuction and conseisus enjoyment,
however without wrtivity, without exciling contrasts hetween pain and pleasure, witheut
pursuit and schievemear.” To his query us to “how can a conscious existence without
activity or puursuit be une of salisfuction or enjoyment,” 1LIB. gave the fullowing ox-
planation, criginally published in The Fheosephist, vob. iv, May, 1883, —Ed.}+
«... To realize the conditions of spiritual existence of any sort it i necessary
to get above the plane of merely physical perceptions. One cannot see the
things of the spirit with the eyes of the flesh, and one cannol successfully ap-
preciate subjective phenomena hy help only of those intellectual rellections
which appertain to the physical senses. “llow can a conscious existence with-
owul activity or pursuit be one of satisfaction or enjoyment?” I would only
emphasize the mistaken idea which this question embodies if one were to ask
instead, “how can a conscious exislence without athletic sports and hunting be
one of enjoyment?” The cravings of man’s animal or even bodily human
noture are nol permanent it their character. The demands of the mind are
different from those of the body. In physical life an ever-recurring desire
for change impresses our imagination with the idea that there can be no con-
tinuity of contentment, withoul wvariety of occupation and amusement. To
realize completely the way in whicl a single vein of spiritual consciousuess
may continue for cousiderable periods of time lo engage the attention—not
only of the contented, bhut the delighied attention—of a spiritual entiry, is prob-
ably possible enly for persous who alreadly in life have developed cerlain inner
faculties, dormant in mankind at large. Bul meanwhile onr present corres-
potdent muy perhaps devive some salisfaclion from the fact.—as explained
in recent essays on the subjecl,—that one sort of variety is developed in
Devachan in a very high degree; viz., the variety which naturally grows out
of the simple themes set in vibration during life. lmmense growths, for
example, of knowledge itself are possible in Devachan, for the spiritual entity
which has hegun the “pursnit” of such knowledge during life. Nothing can
happen to a spirit in Devachan, the key-note of which has not heen struck
during life; the conditions of a subjeclive exislence are such that the impor-
tation of quite external iimpulses and aliew thouglds is impessible. Buv the
seed of thought ance sown, the corrent of thoughts once set going (the meta-
phor may freely e varied to suft any taste}, and theu its developwents in
Devachan may be infinite, for the sixth sense there and the sixth principle
are our imstructors; and in such soeiely there can be wo jsolation, as physical
humanity understands the term. The spiritual ego in fact, under the tuition
of ils own sixth principle, need he in wo fear of heing dull, and would le as
likely to sigh for a doll’s liouse or a hox of ninepins as for the harps and
palm-leaves of tlie mediaeval lleaven.

v+« those portions of the universul Theosophical Movenent whirch live not only for teach-
ing the mere lenter of the Theosophical doctrines, but whiclh bive likewise for spreadiag its
triue spirit above everything else. . will live on into the future, and will do the wark
which our Masters Tounded the Theosophical Seciety 1o do .. ..

The Theosophival Mevement above everything else should be plastie, Nexible, and irs
exponents shauld always be open 1o the reception of new truth, and ahove everything else
should avoid self-righteousness, ignorance and sectarian conceil, and the emply fermalisms
arising in religious or gphitlosaphical sellsutisfuction ... The spirit of rath among us
Theosoplists shows itsell ghave everything else by a fervid sympathy for the souls of
men, wherefrom urises genecasity towards others.

~-G. de 'urvcker, Find of the Spirit, pp. 331.32,
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WE CAN BE YOUNG WITH THEM

BORIS OE ZiRKOFF

The Youth of every ape arc the
builders of the future.

Buovant with the well-springs of
life, every new generalion rises in re-
bellion against the former one and
challenges its crystallized moulds of
thought. its outdated ideas.

The surging passion of life. rising
as a tide in the Youth of every gen-
eration, carries the world beyond the
proint reaclied by caclter men and wo-
men while their impetus was at {ull
How,

i1 is bt the natural suceession of
cvelic eveuts, Withont it all history
would soon be at an ewd. and the
world but a pool of stagnalion and
decay.

As students of 1hat ageless Wisdom
known today as Theosephy. it is well
for us to apply this fact of being 10
the destinies of the Movemem [eor
which we work. Unless the Theoso-
vhical Movement of today exhibits
the healthy signs ol the Spirit of
Youth, it will not survive the present
generation. Unless its modes of
thought. its methods of work. its chan-
nels of presentation. are overhauled
from time to time. and adjusted to the
fiving needs of a changing world. s
career will come to an untimely end
and other cliannels, freer to conducl
the living flow of Cvelie Forces, will
carry the spiritual  potential into
succeeding generations. through the
Youtl: of the present ape.

Let us therefore azk ourselves a
few simple questions: Are we capable
of arresting the attention of (e
Youlh of teday? Are we successiul
in mobilizing i1s resources for the
growth of the Theosophical Move-
ment? Does Youth find in Theesophy
an answer to ils most imperalive
needs?

The state of allairs in the Theoso-
pthical Sociely is in itsell a sullicient
auswer lo these questions, The per-

centage of voung people in its mem-
bership is very small, The diverg-
encies of views as between the young
amd the old are very marked. The
ratent unwillingness on the pant of
the older generation to adapt, or at
least 1o try out. the methods of the
younger one, often puts the entire
machinery in reverse. jeopardizing
same of eur best oppertunitics of ex-
pansion. The ponderous, highly in-
tellectual nature of inuch of our liter-
alure, presenls ne appeal o voung
minds and learls whose intense de-
sire 1o see a better world finds itself
impeded by abstract dissertations
writlen in perlect good laith hut with
no living touch with the problems of
Youth,

And yet some of us are stitl won-
dering why do we not have more
voung peeple in our midst,

We lhave heard it =aid that the
Youth of todey is interested primarily
in politics and economics; and ns our
Society is Lraditionatly non-political
it finde it almost impossille to gain
the attention of the young people.
This i= a very cheap assertion, found-
ed mainly on a lack of observation.
and serving ns a successful eamou-
Hage for individual inertia in the
Cause of Theosophy,

Young people are keenly conscions
of the vital need to huild a betier
warld for all men: a2 world of human
solidarity, of good-will and penceful
inter-relations, T'his Cause, which is
but an aspect of e Theosophical
Ideal of Universal Brotherhood, has
essentinlly nothing to do whatseever
with party politics or the contentions
of rival economic lactions, although,
let it be said right now, the latter two
furces hnve secuted a strangle hold
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on the reaf spiritual, imellectual and
cthical issues involved in the problem
of global human solidarity. This does

.ot make these issues per se political

or economic. U simply emphasizes
the dire need to purify them from the
barnacles which adhere to them. What
else hut the soulsalisfying ethical
teachings of Theosophy can ever do
it? What can ever accomplish it less
than the dry intellectualities of a The.
osophical “theclogy™ devoid of a liv.
ing touch with the realities of a world
in conflict?

Youth is inteni—with grave and
unswerving intention, let us renmiem-
ber—to put an end to the insune out-
bursts of emotional frenzies called
wars, These wars are invariably
caused by a few. and then fought hy
the many. They are the result of
the selfish, epportunistic and corrupt
thinking of an older generation; vet
they are fought by the vounger one,
which is forced to sacrifice its life
and ideals to upliold Lhe established
order rooted in glaring injustice, ra-
cial animosity, social maladjustiment,
gnd the lust for power. What else b
the grand Ethies of the Wisdom of
the Ages can ever hope 1o put an end
to this state of allairs? Who else
but the Youth of 1he day—in collab-
oration with those ofder peaple who
are youwthfal in spirit and outlook—
can ever bring about that change?

Youth is eager to find a solution,
practical and simple—not an all-cure
working over-night-~to Hs personal
harassing problems: emotional un-
halance, sex drive, abvsmal rift be-
tween itself and former generations.
the opportunity to be heard in the
councils of the people, the validity of
Religion, il any; it wants to discover
whether it is worth trying 10 hecome
and to grow and 1o achieve, in a world
where the latest scientifie inventions.
prostituted to base and infernal ends
by entrenched monopolies, are apt
to mow them down any time, leaving

their tasks and their aspirations un-
done,

Let these questions he asked here
and now of any and every studemt of
Theosophy: Does our average pulilic
meeting answer these problems? Does
our average study-group offer a solu-
tion? Does the main bulk of our stan-
dard literalure present a guiding
thread out of the maze of confusion
the average voung person. boy or
girl. tinds himself in? Let any student
answer this with candor. honesiy,
sincerity, without “vested interests”
or “thonght monnpalies™ of a quasi-
theosophical kind, and with evidence
in hand conviucing encugh for the
voung people to grazp and under-
stand.

There iz very litile doubt in the
mind of some progreszive and foir-
ward-locking students that the meth-
ods of our Theosophical work should
be streamlined to the needs of a
rapidly changing world. The leach-
ings of Thensophy remain the same
throughout the ages. hul their pre-
sentation. must of necessity change
from generation to generation. shorl
of hecoming out-duted and useless,
Unless adapted to the mentalities of
the younger people. who are the
builders of the immediale future.
these presentalions hecone part of an
oulgeing era and are swepl away with
the era itself.

it is of great interest and of 1he
deepest value to discuss at length in
a circle of profouwd thinkers the
intricacies of HRounds. Root-Races,
Cycles and Hierarchies. 1l provides
a keen intellectual and spiritual grali-
fication to enler into the mysteries
ol the doetrine of Miya. of Swab-
hava, of the Void or the Fulbess, or
the succession of Budilhas and Bod-
hisativas. And it is nat only poszible,
hut factual, that certain rare voung
people may be deeply captivaled by
such studies. It is, however, a matter
of fact that teachings of this kind
belong to the profundities of the
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Eeateric Philosoplty amd are no maore
il for the consumplion of mosl voung
minds, intent on {finding a living.
vital solution to the present-day prob-
lems, than are the intricacies of quad-
ratic equations and the 1heory of
veclors uzelul material for the gram-
mar schoel. And yet it is precisely
what many students of Theosophy
attempt 1o do when discussing the
Wisdom-Religion with voung people.
Their minds are fascinaled of course:
what mind would net he! Fheir in-
nate courlesy may dictale to them lo
listen to the end without inlerruption.
But the net result of this mizapplied
and wronglv-timed effort at instrac-
lion is a feeling of Mfustralion on the
prart of the voung mind who lias heen
made to feel how insignificantly small
e is as compared with the alleged
great knowledge of the instructor,
and liow little has reallv heen =aid
about that harassing moral ar psycho-
logical problem with which he or
she came to the meeting. ceeking
help and guidance from a Theoso-
phist!

And vet we are wondering every
dav just exactly why do we have co
few young people in our midst. ans
trhy do they not rom around wildly
shouting about Theosaphy from the
housetops!

But we can atlracl their attention.
We ean mobilize their deep and last-
ing jnterest. We can enlist their co-
operation and fire their enthusiazm
and goide their unfolding theegh.
Al we need 10 do in order 1o achieve
this is 1o meet them half-wayv, lo
breuk our own theosoplical moulds
of mind. to conlact them on their own
groamd and 1o 1alk to them in their
own language. trying lo remember
that we ean be young with them. and
that Youth, alter all. iz not solelv a
maller of physieal hody. hut a state
of mind and an attitude of heart as
well,

The simplest wav to approach (he
Youlh of 10day is by means of mod-

ern seience with its diseoveries verp.
ing on aml sometimes even entering
the damain of the (eealt, as well as
veieing in =cientifie langunge certain
delinite truths of Occultism. Another
appreach is by means of simple. uni-
versal. ethical idens. apuelicalde 10 the
bailding of a beller world for all
men. These twe approaches meet the
voung mind half-wav.

It is of imperative need that we
realize 1hat the vresent-day Youth is
not the (](']na\'n(l. r-muoral. (|(.°|im|ll(?||!
sorl of a erowd. that has lost all
mowring and is rushing e its ulti-
male dvon. which we “oldsiers™ have
foreteald them anvway. din’t vou see!
This is a bneaboo ereatedd by oup
stubborn nnwillingness o see any-
thing hut our own ervetallized view-
point. the resull of our mental arterio-
sclerosis which makes us opposed 1o
all ehange.

We fail to see the nhyvious Tuel thal
the enly permanent thing in the Uni-
verse is Change. Youlh does not fail
to see it. U not only =ees it bat it
attempts fo o sullll.‘lllin;: abrout i1,

Henee the clash of ideas and view:

points. lence the inisunderstandings.

I has been the invariable experi-
ence of the present writer that voung
peaple of today are far more keenty
aware of the lundamental prineiples
of right and justice. as absolulely
necessary faclurs of a nobler civiliza-
tiva to be. than are tie people who,
alter almost a life-time spemt in The-
osophical  studies. are even today
constitulionally unalide 1o overthrow
their own religions. political and
ceonmmnic predilections. and 1o be-
comne {ree workers for the Cause of
lieman Freedom and Peace.

The present wriler has found, alter
boug and careful observation, that the
allezed “depravity™ of modern voutlt
i= mainty a revolt against old-fash-
ioued teaditions. fostered by moss-
backz whase enlire internal economny,
pavehological and mnental, is reoted




in the Middle-Ages and is ﬂlrt'pod
even lnda) in the wu]-slupnf\ ing the-
ological nightmares of a dead era.
The Karman for this state of ailairs
inheres with those who have heen the
originators and the upholders of these
psychological perversions. and not in
those who are desperately trying to
rise above them into the =un|1"|n of
Trwtl.

The “a-moral” characleristics of
some youwng people are simply the
result of the fact that they have found
out the empiiness of out-dated tradi-
tions, From which the spivit has long
fled. Unable to find as vet a new
code of ethics strong enough to sus-
win them tuough the stormy years
of life, relusing to he ﬂmd(-d ley
“ideas uplield by tieir elders who have
brought them and others to the un-
godly mess they find themselves in,
and lacking adequate Leadership. they
tuke tempurary refuge in a slate of
mind which scems 1o be devoid of
ethical ideas. This is not se. Modernt
Youth may be wulizeiplined. It mav
lack  restrajued. diserimination and
often even integritv. But closer oh.
servation reveals that many voung
people have o far keener apprecia-
ton of right and wrong, and far
nobler plans Tor the Twure of all
wen, than have heen shown Iw gen.
erations of peaple whose principle
weapons of alleged enlture have been
for the most part armed invasion,
rape, pillage, trallic in narcoties. eco-
nomic exploitation of wunderprivil-
eged, and a svstematic distortion of
facts through cunning propaganda.

Youth does not want any of this, Can
you blame it? Whal decent mati or
woinan would not agree with them?

A simple presentation of the basic
teachings of the ageless Wisdom:
Unity and Causation, Human Solid-
arity, Karman and Re-incarnation.
Dality of the Mind, Essential Di-
vinity of every Man. the lnter-rela-
tion of all that lives,—illustrated by

appropriate scientific discoveriea of
today.invariably appeals to the voung
people. Analogies drann from dall\
life. from surrr)lmdm-- events. from
their own problems. tend to elinch
the point in their minds. and produce
on them the impression that Theoso-
phy is a Iieing foree applicable 1o
the world of today, not a dry-as-dust
intellectual theory drawn out of lhe
caskel of a dreary pa:l and vicar-
iously re-vitalized.

We must invariably remember 1.
P, Blasvatsky's unequivocal statement
in The Key ta Theosophy:

“Eng. Bot surely the T8, udues not
stand altagether afool fron the =noeial
nuestions which are now se fast com-
ing to the front?

“Theos. The very principles of the
T.5. are proofl that ir does not—or,
rather, that most of s members o
nat—zn stand aloof, M humanity can
only he develnped wentally and spirit-
ually by the enforeement, first of all,
of the soundest and most seientifie phy-
stological laws, it i the bonmden dary
of atl wha strive for this development
o e their uimost 3 see that thwe
laws shall be generally caveied out, Al
Theosogliats are only ton sadly aware
that, in Qveidental countries e<pecially,
the social condition of Jarge muisses of
the people renders it impossible for
either their bodies ar their spirits te be
properdy trained. so thar the develop-
ment of botl iz thereby  acvested. As
this training and developmem is one of
the express ubjects of Theosaphy, 1he
T.5. is in thorough sympathy and -
many with all true eforts in thas di-
rection” tpp, 232-33)

If the Thensophical Movement is
to live into the future. it must do so
through the Youth of today in col-
laboration with older people. To he
able to so. it has to streamline its
methods, stimplifv the presentation of
its leachings, and carry them o youna
minds and hearts with an enthusiasny
born of profound conviction and sin-
cerity. It is either that or a Theasophi-
cal Church. whercin the priesthood
“true and faithful to estallished tra-
dition” will have supplanied the Liv.
ing Fire of an ever-imfolding Truth.
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FIRST THINGS FIRST

NEWTON WEBER

I am trying to be a Theosophi=t.
The first thing 1 have learned is the
trinh of the doctrine of the bLratler-
hood of man. The most basic reality
i= that all nen are one. that [Divine
Aind creales. permeantes, and directs
evervihing in the universe. visilie or
invizsible, God 1= in all, 1hrough all,
ie all. and other than Him there has
never heen anviling, nor will there
cver le,

I know now thal when 1 harm an-
ather by thonght. word. or deed. 1
harm miveelf and all men for | am
inseparably part of the whole, MMy
indifference to the wellare, social or
spirilual. of my fellow man can re.
subl in nothing but =ucial or spiritual
poverly for me. 1 must be concerned
for the happiness of all men, for
therein can be mv onlv real jov.
These things T know hecause Lhe
Great Teachers have tanght them. and
lived them. and Life itself sapporsie
the 1rth of them,

1 believe that the Supreme hielli-
cenve has work fer me to do and
which no other living individual can
do fer me. That work. whatever it
way he. 1= a part of the averall plan
for the perfect universe which exists
in the Mind of the Great Engineer.
My first duty in this life is to strive
10 discover my part in the whole pic-
ture. and 1o subordinate at anv cost
sellish. personal desires which run
counter to the will of Lad. and which
mayv hamper my efliciency in carry-
ine out the Divine Work,

I know that my hody is not the

real Self, bat [ realize that it is a

necessary inslrument throuph which
the Self expresses itself on this phy-
sical plane. § om indeed grateful
{or this bady and {or the encrgy with
which the Creator supplies it. | can.
not nflord 1o indulpe in praclices
which impair in any way the elfective
{unclioning of this instrument, for
thereby | am deleating 1o a alegsee
the fulhllment of the Pivine our
pases. Sinee 1 believe in Lhe brother-
hwod of man. 1 know that eacly in-
dividual has his 19k to perform. even
a= [. So 1 take care, then, not to en-
couraee him in any indnleence which
will iitetlere with the harmonions
fimetioning of his faculties. fmt =eek
vonstantly to inspive him 1o new
heights of achievement.

Always L tarn in uraver and medi-
tation to the Fatlhier of Lialis, to ask.
not for the fattitlment of sellish de-
sires nor malerial possessions,  but
for wealth in terms of love. wisdom,
humility, courage. understanding.
patienee. and compassion, These
riches are the kevs o the Kingdom
of leaven and without them one
must remain (orever outside the antes,

These are the yanc.’s of Theoso.
phy, Uil 1 onderstand them and
put them into wetion, the deeper and
more complicated teachings would
lie of as little importance 10 me as
i would be 1o the world without prac-
ticing what { have already under-
stoud.

“Let us then be up and doing;

With a heart for any fale;
S0l achieving, stll pursuing,
Learn 10 labor and to wail,”

“He who does nat practire altrgism: he who is not prepared (o share his fast morsel
with a weaker nr poarer than himsell: hr who neplects to help Lis hrother man. of what-
rvee race, nation. or creed. whenover and wherever he meet= soflering. mind who turns
deaf ear 1o the cry of hnan misery: he who hears an innecent person standercd. whether
a hrmher Theosophist ar not, and does not undertake his delense as he would nudertake

his own—is no Theosophist.”

—Quoted by H. I’ Blavateky in Lurifer. vol. i, Nov., 1887, p. 167,
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" Oheosophy Speaks”

FERSONAL KARMAN

Tranieribed Radio Broodeast of Jonvary 39, 1944
over Station KMPC, Beverly Hills, Calif.
Anmowncer: “Theosaphy Speaks!™
“Light for the Mind —Love for the Heort — Undarstending For the Intellect

In anr talk last Sonday on cianacren nereptiy and Evvinaessext, “Theosophy Speaks”

brought om that the character of a man is molded and ronditioned by his thenghts, feel.
inps and nctions—and fikewise. that he acts in direct accordance with his rharacter, Tn
other words, a man’s character is the Irue expression of the development of his sl We
rlzo said that while we discard the physical pary of onr natore at death, our cHakaciEr
is deathless, and accompanics us throughout eacl Life. and survives each death.

Taday, our seene i« a private home, Five friends are visiting. Oue of thern has old e
gronp abmut an wecident 1o a muial friend .. Land a Theasophist present has< heen ex-
plaining that evervihing that happens 1o ue is 8 link in the endless vhain of vavse and
EEFECT—thal thread by fhiread we weave onr awn destiny, Let's join them in their

disrussion ., ...

Tom: Do vou mean that we are
responsible Tor everything that hap-
pens to us—even accidents?

Druce: Yes, [ do.

Hal: That interests me! Just how
do you mean?

Bruce: Well. the specific word
coverihg it is KARMAN—or 88 some
prefer, Kannma, It's a Sanskrit word
mezaning: Action and Rezeclion — or
‘Cause and Effect, This natural law
ts kiown to all phyvsicists, invenliors
and chermists, az it is the comimon de.
nominator of all phenomena, As
we've mentioned helore. Universal
Laws alfect everv division. or king.
dom. in Nature. including the humun,
And because we have [ailed to con-
nect this Universal Law of Cause and
Effect to the life of man. we fack
moral responsibilitv, our sense of
values iz distorted. and so we be-
come inclined 1o hlame others for
vur mistakes and shortcomings—and
accidents, too.

Tom: But isn't that because most
of us are ignorant of his law of
Cause and Effect? Indifferent 10 i1,
perhapa?

Bruee: It probably is. However,
the Universe is builded vpon and de.
vends on, law. order and harmony.
And when through ignorance. care.
lessness or viciousness we bring about
DISORDER, the Laws of the Universe
seoner or later ADJUST the unbalance.

And thie adjusting is what brings
abonl suffering, struggle. disappoint-
ment and pain,

Ruth: Bul doesn’t Karma also
mean retribwtion—reaning what we
sow ?

Bruce: Yes it does. Ruth. You
see. sihce Nature is essentially lar-
mony and balence. anv disturbance
must be adjnsted. as Pve just said.
If we harm anolther persain. repent-
anee cannol UNDE the wrong, Nature's
faw of harmenv has heen violated,
and the man responsible must restore
that harmany in this. or anather life.
in thiz way. we not only reap WHAT
we sow. but WiHHERE we sow,

Hal: What do you mean?

Bruce: Well. for instance — a
farmer doesn’t sow a erop of corn in
—say. South County. and veap a har-
vest of potatoes in North County!
No. indeed. We meet the consequences
of our thoughis. words and acls
where we have sown them. Which is
in oURSELVES—-and on EaRTH. too.

Ruth: Well, there certainly is
nothing escapist about that, is there?

Irene: 1 should say not. Seems to
ine it takes a great deal of moral

“courage to believe that.

Bruce: You bet it does, You see,
the human race is one great unit of
beings, who are dependent upon each
ather for everything—and yel. most
of our troubles. mistakes and sufler
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ing stem Froan the idea that a man
can live unto and For himsell aloue.

Towm: Selfishness and preed have
always Dbeen at the oot of most
WrLES.

Freme; Why, we can be selfish
even when we are helping someone,
il our motive isn't right,

Ruth: That's true. And some peo.
ple use will poicer to make vtliers do
wrong.

Bruee: Yes—motive is ol prime
imporiance—aml harma always takes
il into consideration. Nothing we
think or do, uothing we feel or say,
is LosT—Dbhut forms the foundation
upon whieh we build aur Tuture lives,

Irente: Nut don’t vou think that
tesentment over life's inequalities and
injustices is patural?  There are so
many cases where a goad person
seems Lo be punished. and a bad per-
son rewarded. And it makes people
hilter,

Bruce: No doubt about it. We
resent heing unjustly treated. And
men are nob poing o do vipght unless
they see a uessox for it. There mnst
he a basts Tor ethies.

Tom: s thar why Theossophy is
helping 10 spread the truths abow
Narman and Reincarnation?

Bruce: Yes it i, When people
realize that each judividual s pers
sunally respansible—spiritually, wor-
ally. inteflectually. emotionally, and
even physicallv. for evervthing in lis
life—and that in Uaiversal Law aud
Justice, theve is no such thing as a
rriviLEGen being who gels svmething
for nothing—and also that lortune
and misfortune of all kinds are sevv-
inpucen, their resentinet would give
way to understanding. Thread by
thread we weave our own destiny,

Hal: 1 believe that.  Tyve read
somewhere, oo, that we forge the
chains that bind us.

Bruce: That's auother way of
pulting it, Hal. You sce, at each re-
birth. aur badies. environments and
characters are the unerring conse-

§t
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quences of what we have desired,
worked Tor. and either failed or sue
ceeded in, during past lives.

fluth: What vou are saving then.
Bruce. is that vur troubles, probitems.
tragedies, illnesses. bad Yuck and su
forth, are past MISTAKES in oer lives
rizing to the surface so we can work
them wut, lsn'y that it?

Bruee: Exuactly. We make our
future by the way we live today, Tow-
ever. our expeviences and pesition in
lite are really of secondury import-
ance, because they're valuable oNLy
tor what we can tesey from them.
The thing 1 look Tor and concemrute
ou is: How is this changing my cpan.
serEr—and is it for the BETTER?

Tom: 11 seems then that every-
thing we do and thivk is really im-
portant. I've never vealized that he-
tare, Most of us are of the opinion
thal we can get awav with things that
nobody elze knows about.

Rethi: And what 2 misiake thet
is! Tsn'v it true that thowehts lead to
artions—aclions (o habits—habits to
cliaracters — aned characters lead 1o
destiny?

Bruce: Tndeed §t is. and 1hat's
well put, Ruth .., Actually., we de-
cide our own destiny by our choice of
alterpatives which life presents. Pram
moment to moment we clioose the
right or the wrong action,

Hal: U'm inclined 1o agree with
you, Bruce, hut on the other land
there ARE times when some 516 event
comes aloug and changes wmy whole
life, and § don’t seem o he in charge
any longer — i's something bigger
than [ am.

Druce: Bt vou are in charpe
nevertheless. When s ship is in 2
storm al zea, the captain is in charge,
If lie doean't retain control, the ship
iz losl. And when rwe are in a slormy
period of our lives, wr stand at the
helm and shape our future by the way
we act and react, ten and there.

{rene: 1u other words, we are our
own handiwork.




Rruee: Not onlv our own handi-
work, but our own autohiegraphy. so
to speak. We have the tools of destine
in our hands and we corve until we
hecome a worthy temple for the Di-
vinily within us,

Hal; Well, if that's =0
really an arf.

Bruce: Lile is the Aighest art,
Hal.

Ruth: That's a wonderful way 10
look at it. And so many of us FEaR

life instesd. It's reallv foolish, isn't
it? -

Lile is

Bruce: Sure it is. because we've
all lived and died countlesa times.
wilth wore Lo follow. aud we've all
made many mistakes, Actually, every
eflort we make raises our fuifures into
fessons — and alzo transmutes every
atistake inlo experience,

Tom: And evervhody knows thal
experience.is the purpose ol life,

frene: Knowing that. it seems 1o
me that we should meet whatever
conjes to us with courage and under.
standing, instead of so much enm-
plaint,

Bruce: Of conrse-—hecause even
sorrows and Lragedies carry their les-
sons, and their henefits,

Tom: in fact. they are hlessings
in disguise in the final analyeis, aren’t
they?

Ireme: Well. the Chinese say so.
[ think it was Mencius. the greal ex-
pounder of Confueignisin. wlo said:
“When Heaven is about to confer a
GREAT OFFICE on anv mai. it first dis-
ciplines his mind with sulfering, and
his hones aud sinews with toil. It ex-
poses him lo want. amd subjects him
to poverty. It confounds his wuler.
takings. By all these methods, it stim-
vlates his mind. bhardens him, and
supplies his incompetencies.”

Tom: 'Thats verv enlightening,
Irene. 1'm going to write that down
and memorize it. | know f complain
about chstacles whenever one con-
fronls me—hbut it'll help a lol to
know that a1l hardships and obstacles

n

are  necessary o achievement and
growth—lecanse they make ns oy
harder. :

Hai: You know. it's a slrange
quirk in enr viewpoint that so many
of us wonder why “God™ visits us
wilh ohstacles, trouliles or tragedies
—anid vel we accept the good things
and eenditions of 1ife as our just due!

Ruth: That's richt — we never
question our good-fortune or happi-
ness!

Bruce: You know. some penple
think that Karma. or Cause and Ef-
fect. is an evil influence that slands
wailing lo strike a man al the hrst
favorable moment — forgelling that
Karma also bring= 1he good results
and esmpensations—the rewards—of
life. Karma is our heuelacler, for it
never fails to mete our all compen=za-
tion—and 11 demandds that the small.
est coom act or thought should bring
reward.

frene: I've wondered why explan-
atious nlout Karsmaxy were alwavs
about the higobrious aspects of tife
—thee sad. the tragic thimzs, ' oglad
vou're meutioning the brighter side
fon. '

fBruce: Well, just as Hal said. we
accept the good things a= our just due.
and don’t woirder about them. It's
the =ad and rroublaus things that
mystify ne. How many times have
vou heard people ask: “Why should
tiis happen to stE—whal lhave [ ever
done 10 deserve thie?” We can le
very sure that there 18 a reason—
even thongh we cant check hack into
the dim past for it. “With what meas-
ure ve mete. it shall be measwred unto
vou again.” as Ihe Bible says.

Hal: Then. even though we don’t
know wiv ihings happen or don’t
happen. we should leok for the les
son that's in them ?

Bruce: That's the idea. 1 think
you'll all be interested 1o know, toa,
that Karma operates in three fields.
First. in the bady and in the circum-
stances of life, Second, in the mental
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prart of our nature, when triads of the
tind are expericanced. And Tinmn, in
the psvchical o emotional nature.

Hal: How abowt an example or
two. Bruce?

Bruce: Well. a psyeluval instance
might he thiz ... A man way be filed
wilth hate for and a desirve 1o kill an-

-T other. But before he can Jdo so, the
| ather dies, Thoughts and  desires,
,' though.are ENERGLES and they heeome

more powerlul as they approach ex-

( pression. lu this case. being deprived
of itz evil outlet. the dark torrent of
hate turus back upon its creatar. The
energy just cannot vanish inte thin

I air, it MUST produce an effect. even

thongh it iz plosically impossible.

Awl in luruing back o itz ereator,

this bale has at least poisoned the

passivn. Sinee vou reluszed to learn
thi= Jesson with all of the so-called
advuntages. perhaps vou'll leam it
without them. So in another life vou
are burw intg an envirewment of pov-
erty,  You Kxow now what it is o
he poor. downtrodden. and  itl-con-
sidered.

Rueh: And that provess goes on.
L suppose, until the lesson of con-
grussiun has heen learned?

Bruee: Yes You see. we ave given
wany chanees in our many lives to
grss and improve.

flal: Karma is also self-discipline.
isn't Y

Bruce: 1t is. Sometimes when a
person is plunged Croan ome kind ol
life o anolther. =av from luxwry to
privation, il is becavse the person’s

T SRR ey

man's natnre, He has alered his  sony. craves such a change, I senses
character for the worse. And a1 $OME {he need of an adjustmemt from one
1i7mE he must painfully repair thal  extreme to another 10 — well, 10
damage.  You zee. late ds just as grengthen character., . even though
magnelic as love, the person vuticardfy resents this so-
Tom: We don't realize the oy~ ealled tragedv. So vou =ee. the law
namic forees we so idly and care.  of cawse and EFFeEcT duesit always
lessly play with in lile, Jo we? mean the pavment of a karmic debt.
Irene: We also hear peaple ssy, Karma is reallv a merciful Jaw.

' which is our teacher, friend gl za-

“Well, that’s ow | am—nothing can % ; A
be done about it." According 1o what  vior. We grow through Karma be-
cuirEe we LEWRN,

vou've said. something ¢y he done
shoul it—sF he done about il Hal: ['ve often wondered why so
Bruce: When we obev these comn- 1Y of us ave .Ir_uslr.uled in - the
mands of our Tower nature. we are things we wanl most in I'r".' »
heing mastered by a fault or a weak- ] “r.'f“"' “ ell. u""l ’l ‘sanl i‘JL'ftlll‘.
ness. We're being a slave to some- !w?‘ -a l_e”"’ml“‘." "'“ ;?M"m eren
thing small and mean within us. in [rustration. We can he sure that
. . - all the foctunate and anfartunate con-
Rueh: Aud that isnt even ".m"“" ditions and happenings in our lives
cent. After all, we do have an inner. Lo 10 us = because we've -
better self who could take command. o0 rop from ourselves! Aud we
X ”ﬂ{= How aheut anather example,  Lave them Decause THrOUGH them we
Brure? liave the opportunity to grow. So. in-
Brice: Well. sayv that in a previ- stead of wasting time and energy in
ous life vou were very rich—aod you  resentment, self-pity or whining. we
spent your tume in rictous living, should accept them fearlessly as our
with never a thought Tor the unfor-  very own, analyze them for the hid-
tunates. lu Tact. vou despised them, den lessons in them, and then work
booted them if they got in your way, hanl o learn. Finally we'll be rid
aid so Torth, It is evident that you of them—Dbecause nothing lasts for
need tie lesson of kindness aml com-  ever.

12
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Tam: It zeeriz to me that some
other things we have 1o get rid of are
‘} k uncharitable criticism and eondenima-
. tion of others, irresponsibility and in-
' difference.
\ Brioce: Well, when 21l is said
' and done, lile is a school--a [ong
course of education—with a large [ist
of subjects to be learned; chiefly; 1.
selfishness.. self-mastery, sell-control.
| self-kwowledge, and self-salvation.
We'll be [ree of struggle, pain, pov-
erty and frustralion as soon as we
learn our lessons from them. and live
in conformity with Universal Lawe.
Irene: What are the Universal
Laws, Bruce?

-

'4'

Bruce: Love, harmony, compas.
sion. discipline. justice. growth, un-
selfishness, and brotherhood, These
lead to the Perfect Man,

Ruth; But is it really possible to
hecome perfect. Bruce?

Bruce: Life is Tull of dignity
and beamty, Rtuth. and a man can
work toward this Perlectton because
he is MASTER of his own destiny, and
can make of himself wharsoever he
witls, No heights are UNreachable,
Urerring Justice balances all 1hings
as the eveles wnroll, so we can saflely
leave the resufts of our eflorts 10
Divine Law.

) LAST THOUGHTS BEFORE SLEEP

Many students have asked: Heow is it that our last Ihoughts hefore sleep-
ing are carried on more or less positively during the sleep staie?

2, It is the permanent re-incarnating entity who does the thinking(!) and
not the personal man functioning through the brain mind. The positive action
! of thought which enlarges its contacts is of quite a different order fram that

of the sutomatic and negative repetitive corvelation of impressions received
1 * - " I
while awake. though these latter are what is generally sensed in the senii-

conscious dreaming state,

There is another indication of this in the apparent result of purposeful

thought: il the personal entity polarized the mind in the form of a definite
‘ question of the right kind. the reincarnating entity would react to it. and
R Lransmit an answer in the form of an impression which the brain could receive

and translate,

\ The complexities of the constitition are so enormous that it is impossible

to trace them, but it is possible to et a general understanding of the processes

when we realize the various interpenetrating radiations of the Principles in

their seven-fold divisions and degrees of evolution an and through the central
: and underlying point of SELF. One can see then that the plane to which our
< human sel{-consciousness reaches will react on the waking miud as the result
1 of its previous polarization and direction.
I —1L.. B,
| The truest happiness is to be found in the deep interior study of the great
s mysteries of nalure and life, seeking thus to find the best manner in which
the soul may express itself, and in a constant fulfillment of this manner when
AN found. I they can be taught to see and feel this and the true meaning of it.
| the work is done. Labor, therelore, faithfully to accomplish this iv yourself.
v for we cair terch others only what we ourselves know. and this knowledge is

13

one with experience. The divine light burns for all; take your part of it and
iHuminating first your own leart, the power will then be vours to illuminate
others. Remember, words are not needed. In the silence these things are done.

—Auributed 1o William O, Judge.
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DEEP THOUGHT — DETERMINED ACTION
DICK CUTTING

fThese excerpts from o fetter are puldished here
un wccouni of therr tatrinsie ethical cafue.—Ed.)

... As long as we trv in whut we
earnestly and intelligentiv believe to
be the right divection, all is not lest.

To have given up...to say: “l
don’t care”™ ... "What's the use”...
“What does it matter™ ... is the worst
ol man’s shortconings.

We simply cannol withheld our
support and eonstructive elfort in the
presentation of the Work of the Mas-
ters simply because our hearts are
temporarily discouraged al some tran-
sitory difliculty in the dissemination
of Theosophy. Fach member of the
T.S. is in & given state of develop.
ment as is every member of the hu.
man race at large. Errors in judg.
ment, resulls short of their ohjectives,
are snre o pecur as the hzmdling
of Theosophical  matters  procedes
throughout the coming years,

One thing is certain: there are uo
mistakes wlere there is no eflort. nor
is there the sligluest modicum of
progress either. Thought fivst, and
aclion to follow ... action and more
action. in cerrespondence 1o prior
theughtfulbess, Thizs could well e
the key-note of activity for all of us.
So much of our evolution depends
upon an expressive combinaltion of
these 1wo factors. Thouglt and ac-
tion...out of all action and think-
ing some mite of knowledge is sure
to follow, and it is thiz rvesuhiant
knowledge and wisdom accumutated
through experience that makes it pos-
sible for us to go ever onward. along
the path of inner und outer develop-
ment,

There is nothing new ahout this.
But it is necessary we thiuk along
liiese lines now and then to revitalize
our perspectives, i is better to make
mistakes than to sit hack on a cushion
in a comfertable room and do noth.
ing. All progress invalves errors and
corrections . . . thought and action,

and new reflection and new lrials.
Each of us can learn from his own
mistakes in judgment and thinking.
Only the coward is afraid 10 pay for
the,

Be wlad to pay the Karma for a
womentary deliciency in Wisdom in
the carrying out of a certain aclion,
the result of which may not have
bren as satisfying as it might have
been.  Pay for v gladly ... leam
{rom it...and be paid also. The
Karma of tlie Tuture is like the prob-
lems you are facing today. You
created the difliculties amd pleasures
of the moment’s occurrences. Any
dificulty vou face of your own or
react to in others’. is of your own
doing. The very fact that you may
he couscivus of dizerepancies in the
world of action about you is a sure
sizn thal vou are wilnessing a sceue
in which vou were once before either
u spectalor vr an aclor,

So. what's to be done? Simply
this. Plunge right into the thick of
life where the swirl of action is Fast,
inquiet, troublous and agitated. Un
vour very best 1o pat inte action the
teachings of Theosophy. Fry ... any-
way. No progress was ever mude
without the valor of somie soul who
had the courage to try to make things
hetter. and take on the Karmic con-
sequences thereof, Such are often
branded Ly the world of today as
“radicals.” The Avatdra Jesus was a
“radical.” Be a radical Theusoplist,
then. Be a doing Theosopdiist .. . be
a thinking Theasophist. Try ... and
take the load on your shoulders and
carry it, aud never let it fall through
inertia,

As Dr. G. de Purucker so aptly
said; “Begin, and more than hall the
battle is wou. Continue, nnd not only
is the hattle won, bul new viclories
are assured.”
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THOUGHTS BY

The Wayfarer had leen eojourn-
ing for sote limne in & great city, con-
sumed by a profeund Nosialgia, gen-
eraled by the Ldividualism — Pas.
gions—Contlicts found on every hand.
Rugged Individualiste, blocking 1he
front of the lursses, prevenled others
from passing lo vacant spaces in the
rear. Passions running riot. as shown
hy erime stories in Ihe dailv news-
papers. Conflicts of thought and
deed. shown on every hawd hy state-
menls and actions of specific gronps
ol individuals. reiterating their e
manDs, as if they were the only ones
worthy of anyv consideration in life.

With the complete unconcern of a
Waylarer along the Highwave of
Life, all these events could he looked
on impartially and wilh curiosity,

It was noted in this particular
Concentration Camp. which is really
what our larpe cilies are. that on
lips and in print. two words were
constantly heing used. They were
waR and PRACE, The use of the former
word seemed to be waning, while the
use of the latler oue was waxing.
Listening to the aimless pratiling of
the people, one gathered that the
World War was coming to its close,
and thal on this account PEACE. hy
some unknown Alchemical or Magi.
cal means, wonld automatically take
its place, withowt any eflort on the
part of the peoples of the World to
so bring it abowt. The city’s muli-
tudes, racing about their personal
aflairs, scemed convinced that this
concept was a lact, Phrases like “Busi-
ness as Usual,” *Reduced Taxes,”
“Unlimited  Gaseline,” and many
others, were heard on all sides,

Filled with a desire to come up for
air, for awhile, The Wayfarer wan-
dered to the center of the eily’s
largest park, where an illusion of
geparation {rom urhan surromdings
was to be had, inasmuch as nothing
could be seen but trees and a reason-
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THE WAYSIDE

able facsimile of a countryeide. The
immediate effect of Lhis was reAce
tfelt in the Heartl, when formerly
the elfect was that of war (felt in
the Xind). This fact alone wonld
geem o indicale thet War is a mat-
ter of Congestions of Humanity,
while Peace is a matter of the Tran-
guility of Nature. This of course
simply ecmnpelled the consideration of
the fact that PEACE—HEART— NATURE
and WAR — MIND — 1TV, eonstiluied
two natural Trinitics, that contained
within themselves the solulivy of the
problem of ’eace versus War.

The maller was now getling inter-
esting. and as lhere were no noisy
and hurrving human heings around,
te agitate mewally and phvsically
the thought waves, it could he fol-
lowed threugh, Inasmuch as. when.
ever we eslablizh one of the nalural
Triads of life. we can keep on tran-
sposing them to nther terms. and in
this way alone often solve apparently
imsolvable problems. the next step
was to reduce or transpose the |asi
two Triads or Trinities given. Doing
this we obtained pEACE—SIMPLICITY
—NATURALNESS and WaR—aoMPLEX
ITY—ARTIFICIALITY., At once thie anly
method by which Peace can come to
a siricken world.. and War he pre
vented in the [uture, is wunrolled he-
fore we. A simple, natural life. =uch
as found in the country. promntes
Peace. A complex. artificial Ffe, such
as found in eities. promotes War.
This brings us to the point that any
Peace Conference should be held in
the open. in the countryv. and the
participants should he thase with a
fove of nature and not those addicied
to city life. Farmers never made a
war, City Dwellers made them all.

Morar:—Tranquility of 1the lu-
mman Heart must supplant the Rest-
lezzness of the Human Mind. in order
that Peace may supplant War.

And that’s just Wayside Theasophy,

The Wayfarer,
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AN INTERESTING SUGGESTION

1t connection with the subject of increasing the circulation of “The-
osophia,”™ and making it wmore valuable as a means for the dissemination
of the Ancient Wisdom. the suggestion was recently made to devote entire
issues of the magazine, at least From time Lo lime, to one specific subject.

Such important and hasic teachings of Theosophy as, for instance,
Cycles. Karman. After-Death States. Universal Brotherbood. Ancient
Civitizations. Psycliic Powers. ete., might be represented by a lew simple
but informative articles. aud by suitable reprints of especially valuable
passages bearing on such. subjects from the pen of 1. P. Blavatsky,
W. Q. Judge. G. de Purucker, or other not-easily accessible sources.

The Editors woubd like to hear in this connection the opinions and
wishes of our subscribers and Iriends. Is it worth trying? 1o our Iriends
feel that such a policy will adil 10 the value of *Thensophia™? Will they
want to secure a few additional copies of such issues. to interest otlier
prople in specilic Theosophical teachings? The ditors would welconie
the suggeslions of all thusze who may give attention to this notice.

—Editors, “Theosophin.”

SAN DIEGO THEOSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES
Theosophical Center, Fourth Avae. and Olive St, San Diege 1, Colif, Jackson 1740
Public Meetings — Sunday Afternoons - 3:00 o'Clock
GENERAL TOPIC: GOD AND THE EXPANDING UNIVERSE

Chairman: Earle Hostler
July bt — Panel Disenssion — Mrs, Margaeet Daun, Miss Edith Brittain, George Stmpeon,
July  Hth — “Coneeptions o Deity™ — Clarence Wesner (Cavina),
Fuly 15th — ~Spivitnal Tvends in Modern Science” — Boris de Zicknlk,
July 220d— *Our Universe and God”™ — Dmald Prev and Daniel Peterson,
Juby 29th — ~1s Man a Part of the Universe?" — Uuest Speaker: Proll Harry € Siein-
metz. State Uollege, and Miy, Constanee Wastler, £E5,

GENMERAL TOPIC: REVIEWS QOF PROGRESSIVE BODKS
theivman: Mrs. Morg Forbos
August Fth — Mrs, Dorothy Friend,
Augnst 12th — Mr., F. C. Clemeshaw (Covina),
August 19th — Mrs luez H, Coparet.
August 26t — Dr, Howaed B Bard,
Books ars to be announced later, Watch the daily papars,
Lotus Circele for Children { Theosophical Sunday Schonl), directed by Miss Edith Brictain,
useisted by Bliss Rose Schaeider, every Sunday, at 10:30 AAL
For information on all Theasophical aclivities in Son Diego, consult Harold W, Dempsisr, Reg-
jonal Vice-President, 3131 McCall St, Son Dlege 6, Colif, Boyview 6839 (or Franklin 3131

doytime).
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i GorTruiED DE PURUCKER

s Leader of the Theosophical Society, 1929-1912

! “To bring peace 1o men, lo give them liope, to give them light, to show them the wny

| out of the inlricate maze of material existence, to bring back to one’s feltow-men ihe
¥ knowledge of 1heir own essential divinity as 8 reality—is not that a subbime work?”
: —Golden Precepts of Esotericism, p. 164.
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The World of Tomorrow — A Challenge to Youth!
BORIS DE ZIRKOQFF

Tlere is a tide in the aifairs of
men. .,

There is hidden and potent guid-
ance in lhe seceming maze of human
unfoldment, a polden thread of in-
tetligent  purpese, whieh runs wn-
hroken through the rise and fall of
the lides of civilization, the ebl) and
llow of man’s creative Thought . . ..

ilistory is but an endless succes.
sion of awakenings through which
man paszses [rom relative darkness in-
to a relatively greater light. reaching
out, often with frailty and indecision,
sometimes wilh strenglh and convie
tion, towards ever widening horizons
and ever receding vistas of potential
achievement and Truth,

From bitter hatreds, selfish ex-
ploitation, and parochial molds, man-

“kind is slowly rising through the ages

towards those universal, workl-en-
compassing, soul-satisfying ldeals
which sooner or laler are destined
with the inevitability of Karmic des-
tiny, to hind the Human Race into
glabal solidarity and lasting under-
standing,.

We, who stand today aghast wit-
nessinng the surrounding devastation,
hearing the lman cry for help and
surcease of sorrow, cannot be so
blinded by the immediate horror of
the day, as to lose those distant
spiritual perspectives against the
hackdrop of which mankind is mov.
ine through a world-wide revoluiion
of thought towards the Myslic Portals
of a nobler Iira,

‘This is the moment in hislory when
all constricting nationalisms, all men-
tal and moral isolationisins, must
vanish from the collective mind of
the human race, Far above and be.
yond the mere political issues, which
are but a temporary aspect of the
workings of human consciousness, we
must rid ourselves, as a race, of our

inveterate lust for menlal exploila-
tion, for the moral oppression of
those weaker than ourselves, and lor
the distortion ¢f trnth through cun-
ning ways so insidiously suggested
by our selfish minds bent upon per-
sonal power at all cost,

The conflict in the outer warld
will not cease until the worst of 1hese
tendencies have heen relatively erad-
icated, for there is ne room for them
in a World which is Oue World, and
amemg men who are all Brothers un-
der the skin!

In the secret heart of all human
life there is a Divine Urge which ever
cries out for new and fuller vealiza-
tion. It is the Elan Fital of Bergson,
the vital leap forward ., . the hunger-
ing quest of the human heart for
lile. far life more abundant,

That passion lor lile is the vearn-
ihg of every age and civilization. Tt
demands expression, and its demand
is imperious; it must be satished,
come what may. Denied one form of
expression, it seeks anotlier. Thwarted
along one line, it breaks out in an-
ather. Iistory is but the manifesta-
tion of one or another form of this
passion for life, hehind which beats
the Divine Urge of all Being. ..

And let us remember this: if this
passion for life finds no suitable
channel in the civilization of the time,
or the religious and social order of
the time—that civilization and social
erder will fail; do not doubt that! If
worlhy leadership is net forllicom-
ing, sulficiently in touch with the
broad masses of the people, and with
the idealism of the best among them.
the insatiable passion for life seeks
satisfaction in outhursts of violence
and hrutality.

Only that civilization which can
lead the passion for life enward and
upward can establish its claim 1o the

i
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future and to all the endless possi-
bilities of that future.

In the present era, it is not enough
to provide for the needs of any part
of mankind, of any group of men,
caste or class. Human life, if it i= 1o
be led to the heiglus of future achieve-
ments, must be led, guided, saved as
a whole, not in fragments. The only
civilization which can possibly en-
dure is the civilization which em-
braces in its heneficent influence ev-
ery child of the human race. To the
extent to which any race or nation
exhihits the festering sore of racial
anlagonism and animosity; te that
extent it is deomed in the coming
era and will have to vield ks place
in the Sun to another whose bonds
of conunon humanliood and whose
universal sympathies establish its
claim 1o the [uture, in the era of a
Federated Humanity.

The world-wide conllict of the day
is essentially a change of human con-
sciousness, and the owward form
which it assumes here and there
around the weorld is hut a [eeble aml
inadequate manifesiation of a great
inner awakening of bolth mind and
heart. Its very magnitude and depth
are the primary reasons why it is
altended by lerturing pangs, and the
ireaking up of a mental and psychn.
logical prison-house wherein the soar-
ing human consciousness can no long-
er lind an adequate home.

From time to time there arise in
history what might be termed Cli-
macteric Cycles. They represent a
convergence of many Karmic threads
or lines of Karmic destiny, Such
eycles are characterized by rapid and
usnally violent developments during
which momentous changes lake place
within a short and crowded time. At
such times, there is a breaking up
of old molds, mental and physieal.
There is also the ushering in of new
idens,

We stand today al such a Climac-
leric point. As is usually the case, we
have with us on the stage of history
“Men of Destiny” who are in the last
analysis bt foeal points for the dis-
tribution of delayed and aceumulated
Karman, Whether destructive or con-
structive, from our limited human
point of view, these men are an in-
scparable part of tie workings of
Cosmic Law, which is also Cosmic
Justice. Let it be clearly understood
that behind the seeming confusion
in the outer world there is intelligent
and planned guidance, owt of which,
in due revolution of seasons, there
will arise the faint defineation of a
new Continent of Thought.

Givilizations come and go. Feery
civilization has its life-.span and its
delinite  mission to  perlorm. And
often the new type of civilization
perminates and mlures within the
devastating downiall of the former
one.

What is Civilization?

Sutely it is nol the complex of de-
vices, mechanisms and instrumental-
ities by mreans of which we live, It
is not the gadgets produced by the in-
ventive genins of man’s ntiml, These
are no more than means to an end,
often obscure and uncertain.

Civilization is primarily the realm
of spiritual and moral ends, of crea-
tive [actors as expressed in art, liter-
ature, ethics, religion, philosophy, in
educational and cullural pursuils, in
the structure of the social order. It
is the realm of the spiritual goals
for which we live,

Civilization is not made up of
things. 1t is made up of values, of
ideas. It is not what we use; it is
rather what we are,

Appraised in this light, the depart-
ing order to a large extent stands self-
condemmed. Its ouldaled molds of
thought cannot house any longer the
expanding consciousness of a new
type of humanity.
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Today, in the very thick of the
turmoil, behind the gory headlines,
far and ulove the lethal clouds of
human torture and often despair,
sometimes in the very midst of the
hell-fires of human hatred, there is
dawning a grand realization which
only wilfully blind men will not see,

It is the stirring realization all
aver ithe world that nations collec-
tively, and men and women individ-
ually, cannot live unto themselves
alone, but must of necessity live as
wmembers of one human family.

- Above the beating drums of clash-
Ing hordes, above the roar of hattle,
gnd the hideous clank of mechanized
murder, whicli gilly slogaus have ele-
yated Lo principles of conduet ... we
hear an overlone, the leit-niotif of an
gpproaching sympliony, whose key-
pote is Global Consciousness; the
dawning recognition that 1the only
way out of the prevailing horror is
te think, and to feel, and to act, and
to Dbuild on wuniversal loundations,
with a world-wide scope, one for all,
and all for one.

“ Through storm and struggle,
through the clash of divergent cur-
rents of thougli, through the pangs
of birth and the growing pains of
all things that change and unfold,
there is being horn the World of To-
marrow, Il the spiritual and moral
ideas now seeking manilestation find
imbodiment in this new world; a new
civilization will have i1s sway; a
civilization based upon the supreme
spiritual, intetteciual and ethical
worth of the Individual, as an inte-
gral and vital part of the collective
Whele—Humanity.

- In this World of Tomorrow a maore
genuine realization of human solid-
avity on the global scale will have
hecome a living reality. Universality
of ideas, world-wide integration of
mankind, vision, the search for the
Grenler Life, care for the under-
privileged and the oppressed, the ex-

ploited and the less [ortunate, ideal-
ism backed hy stark objectivity, 1he
enthronement of justice, the lostering
of peaceful and constructive idens,—
these are the very essence of the The.
osophical Movement, Mark, there-
fore, the surge forward of the The-
osophical Movement in the workl!

The creative leadership of the ris.
ing civilization belongs to the Youth
of today. In it is the promise of Lhe
immediale future. In its ranks are the
men and women whose construclive,
universal, integrating ideas will ce-
ment the solidarity of the human
race on lines of practical brother-
hood and genuine fellow-leeling, and
through the achievements of physical
science when applied to purpases of
peace and good-will.

The task of the rising Yourh is
heavy. [is responsibility is great. We
mnay well ask ourselves: Does it fully
realize it?

It lies in its power to put an end
te the selfish exploilation of man by
man; to extirpate through powerful
and just relorms the roots of social
degradation, of abject poverty, and
of hideous crime fed and upheld
by class struggle and the power of
wealth; to lift the masses all over the
world to standards of education and
of livelihood that will give them the
necessary leisure to indulge in and
enjoy the artislic, spiritual and noble
intellectual pursuits of a fuller life.
It is up to them to sweep out the fast
vestiges of a moribund materialism
which brought us to the present
chaos; to free men’s minds (rom the
soporifies of organized sectarianisin,
whether religious or scienlilic, and the
soul-stupefying regimentation bred by
a eommercial and utilitarian outlook
on life, The ethical dignity of Man
must be restored!

For the solution of these prob-
lems, individually as well as racially,
the Youth of today can draw upon
the spiritual wealil of the teachings




of the Ancient Wisdom, in an cra
diagnosed by Wm. ). Judge as being
the era of Western Oceultism. The
marvellous advances of scientific re-
search and theory have brought mod-
ern science to the point where the
chief postutates of oceull thought
can be shown as being scientifically
sound, and in harmony with the ris-
ing scientiflic conceplion of nature.
This is an enormeouns asset, one denied
Lo former generalions,

The essential Oneness of all that
fives, the inescapable Causality un-
derlying all manilestations of Na-
ture and the operation of all cosmic
laws, the exiztence of super-sensuous
worlds outside of our conception of
space and time, the reality of the un-
explored powers of the human mind,
the exizlence of spirilual agencies be-
liind the processes of evelution, the
illusory nature ol the malerial uni-
verse, the fundamental unity of
energy and matter, the eleclrmmag-
netic nature of all phenoniena of life,
—-these and others are loday seien-
tilically dentonstealle postulales ol
anecient occultism, upheld by the
greatest living scientists, thongh ex-
pressed in their own terminology,

It hecomes therelore self-evident
why the Youth of today should he-
come [amiliar, at least in broad out-
line, with the unifying philosophy of
the Ancient Wisdom, and with the
ethical precepls of the modern The-
ozophical Movement. The lalter, its
lnnman frailties and obvious mistakes
notwithstanding, vemains in this era
the most serious movement of Lhe
age; and no forward-looking man or

woman determined on building a
nobler civilization lfor the many can
aflord to remain ignorant of its hasic
purposes and ideas,

It is_of grave imporlance 1o re-
member that Theo=opliy 15 primantly
an _ethical _doelrine, a code of con.
duct, a way ol living. Tt is not solely
as_intellectual philosophy, Therelore
its tleachings conlain at ileir very
heart practical precepts and patterns
of hehavior which, if applied to the
solution of oue harassing social prod-
lems, can resolve them inle harmony,
And it is preciscly witl these sovial
problems that the mined of the res.
em-dlay Youlh is so greatly coneerned.

Theosophy is a philosophy of
hope; it recognizes no ollier ohstacle
in the way of haman progress and
growth than our own sel.made ig-
norance aind innate inertia to change;
these can and must he overcome by
the application of the latent divine
potentialities of every human being,

Theosophy is alsa o philosophy of
optimizm. Its oullook on life, with
its eriplsasis on the free will of an,
fashioning his desliny aceording to
the nature of his ideals. is one of
deep and abiding optimism—not that
fatuous oplimism that proclaims that
everything is good and all is well
wilh the world, but the kind which
sees in the indomitable =pirit of man
a determination to right all wrongs
and injustices, an optimism  that
senses, as the moving foree belind all
evolution. whether cosmic, social or
indivietual, an trresistible power mov-
ing for good in the vasl drama of
human life.

The best way, in fact, 1 believe the only proper way by which a Section can geow 10
he sell-canlident, self-reliamt, aggressively active in ‘Theosaphic dissemination, is by in-
culeating at every turn the feeling that the members in any Section must earry their awn
wark and depend wpon themselves—always uniied of course in unbreakable bonds of
unity with the T, S, as a whale. In other words, the wembers of o Section must learn to
shoulder responsihility and act upon it. T beliove growth will come Trom thiz. and T mean
the eolid and enduring growth sa alten symholized by the oak, and 1 have never favonred
the wmere mushronm prowih which may be spectaculsr and rapid, but withstamls ne

storms aird endures ne length of time,

—From a Letter of G, de Poricker to the American Sectivn
President, April, 1941 reprinted from Section Bulletin No. {1,
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CYCLES AND NUMBERS

ROBERT F. KERR

The doetrine of Cyeles is a most
interesting. study 1o the mathema-
tician, but to the auninitiated the
seemingly unrelated wumbers which
we run across are a naze of mis-
celtaneous values which refuse some-
times even to he “round” numbers.
Why should, (or instance, the Mes.
sianic Cycle he 2160 years amd nat
an even 2000 or 2500 or, for thal
matter, why shauld it not be smne
other odd number like 21597 Why
just 21607

The Messianic Cycle of 2160 vears,
the Platenic year of 25,920 years, the
Yuga-periods of 132,000, 61,000,
L290,000, 1,728000, our year of
(about) 360 days give us a series of
nmmbers whieh do nat, at first glance,
seem lo answer any set law, We
would prefer, perhaps, that the “im-
porlant” wumbers should bhe 256H),
10,000, 100, and so on; bat when
we come (o examine the eyclic mnn.
bers, we find what is perhaps a
clue 1o their heing what they are—
not just one maore, or five less. or
multiples of len, ete. After we have
examined them we might even for-
mulate a theory to show why tlese
numbers are imporlant in the Ancient
Wisdom.

Now, if 1the number 360 is broken
down inlo ils smallest parts we find
it is made up of two multiplied by
itself three times, times three mulii-
plied by itself 1wice, times five. Or,
mathematically speaking, 364 equals
2" x 3* x 5. Similarly, the other num-
bers mentioncd may lLe broken down
as follows:

: 2,160 equals 2'x 3" x5
25,920 eqnals 2'x3'x 5
432,000 equuls 2'x 3" x &
861,000 equals 2°x 3 x 5
1,296,000 equals 2" x 3' x5
1,728,004) equals 2 x 3" x &'
~ What have we discovered? That

there ig, at any rate, a delinite con-
nieclion belween the so-catled “eyvelic”
nnmbers. Try this with any somber
apnearing in vour stidies of the law
of cycles and ven will, alimost with-
oul exception, hiud it to be a mulliple
of one or more of the three loiwest
indivisible numbers, 2, 3, and 5,

We have discovered something
aboul tlhie numbers, ol what con-
clusions can we draw therelrom?

Let us turn to a little elementary
arithmetic. We think of the numlar
11} a= a very easy [kzure to handle—-
passibly becausze we have len fingers
te check ourselves by, and also he-
canse to multiply by My we add an
07 But the number 12 is a much
more uselul one, for the simple rea-
son that it can be divided into so
many different parts. 12 can he di-
vided by 2. 3, <. and 6, whereas 1}
can only he divided by 2 and 5. It
iz for this reason that a civele is
divided into 300° and not a “roand”
figure of 350 or 00, 360 may le
divided po less than twenty-1wo dif-
ferent ways, whereas a larger figure
like 400 has only Taurteen divisors.
It was a wize thing to measnre time
by dividing 1he day inte 21 equal
parts and the hour inlo 60 minules
since these two numbers also have a
high number of divisors, or, in other
words, thev may be divided into a
great number of difTerent equal parts.

Similarly, the number 720 has as
great a number of divisors as any
number up to 1000 and even con-
stderably above it. We would nalur-
ally expect to find the same thing to
annly to three limes 720 or 2,160—
the Mlessianic cycle-number, alse to
six times 720 {or twice 2,160} whicl
is 4,320 and so through all the evelic
numbers—and. indeed, this divisibii-
ity is the property which distinguishes

" them.




You will hind the numbers 4, 3. 2
recurring many times in the cycles.
432, you will note, is the same as
three gross, or three times twelve
times twelve which brings us back to
that most uszeful of numbers— 12,
which las the highest number of di-
visors for its size of any in the book.

Now let us consider what cycles
really are. They are the vibration, the
turning and returning, the periedic
recurrence which H. P, Blavawsky
tells us is “one of 1he absolulely
fundamental laws of the Universe.”
Cyclic periods are those at which cer-
tain intluences gain in power, many
conditions become favorable and the
elements of smaller cycles now begin
to appear fogether in \he turning of
a greater cycle.

If we are to assume that cycles
are not chance-chosen periods, we
must also assume that we are always
and in every phase of our lives and
on every plane of our heing, subject
to cycles of every possible periodicity
or [requency. llow then, does such a
seeming “jumble” of cycles ever “un-
scramble” dtsell and make itself felt
in the larger and still larger turn-
ings?

Il we are subject 1o cycles of every
possible {requency, then a eycle will
be ending, “something” will hie hap-
pening, and an inlluence will be felt,
every second; another every lwo sec.
onds; anotlier every three scconds;
one every year, another every Lwo
years, anolher every iliree years and
so ob, according to which measure of
time we happen to choosc,

Let us forget actual periods of time
and say that there are some cycles
that are one unit long, others two
units, others three umnils, ete., so that
we have an unlimited series of cycles
rumning concurrently, but of every
possible Jrequency.

We might demonstrate this in a
practical way by taking a yardstick
(see drawing) and looping on Lo it a
tape or thread, attaching it first on
the end and then at every inch mark,
so that it hangs down like a Christ-
mas paper-chain draped on a wall,
Another thread is then allached at ev-
every tbwo inclies, and another at every
three inches, and so on until one
final loop hangs dewn the {ull lengih
ol 36 inches. Iu each hanging leop
we see a cycle and the point where
it is atlached is the culmination of a

A mraphle example af how Cycles, regpresanted by foops on w yard.sflck, ronvergs mndl strongly an nirmhery with
the highest number of divisers, such g3 12, 24 and 38, and would do Nkawhie an tyels-numbors: 216D, 25,820, siv,
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period when the influence of that
particular cycle is apain felt,

As we look along the yard-stick
we see that at the six-inch mark there
are four cycles exerting their influ-
ence—the one-unit eycle, the two-unit
cycle, the three-unit cycle and the
six-unit cycle. On the other hand the
next mark to it—the seven-inch mark
—has only the one-unit cycle and the
seven-unit cycle ending there. The
twelve-inch mark seems to be [fes-
tooned with loops, or cycles, all cul-
minating at that one point. At the
ollier end of the yard-stick the 31"
mark has but two loops while the
36" mark has nine cycles ending
there.

Il we had a long enough measur-
ing stick divided into some 2500
equal parts, we would find that our
loops would concentrate themselves
most strongly at the 2160 mark. Not
2500, or 2159, but 27160—the Mes-
sianic Cyele period!

Now of course the number of toops
on our measuring stick, at any partic-

ular point, is the same as the num-
ber of divisers of that rumber {in-
cluding one and the number itself).

And so we see that the cyelic num-
bers seem 1o owe their imporlance Lo
the number of their divisors, and
that certain larger eveles are a gather-
ing together of the influcuces of
smalter cycles, Given a long enough
period of time and an unlimited var-
iety of frequencies, the smaller eyeles
or vibratiens witl gradually syn-
chronize themselves into the larper
cyeles, with the combined inlluences
of all of them making themselves felt
at the one time.

We would be interested to know
wlether our readers leel this to he a
reasonable deduction. [t has helped
us to understand that cyeles are not
random-chesen periods but are made
up of smaller, more easily conceiv-
able time-elements.

Thus we begin to see that order
comes out of seeming chaos and that
Universal Law and not chance exerts
itself on every hand.

CYCLIC PERIODICITY AND THOUGHT-HABITS

G. DE PURUCKER

(The following excerpts are taken {rom personal letiers written in 1935 by our late

Teacher to the undersigned, and verbal messages transcribed from stenographic notes.
-8, de Zirkoff.)
... Cycles come and go, and precisely because of this periodicity, there are
cycles, at least what we term cycles. The cause of this periodicity in Nature
is the existence of what might e called thought-habits arising out of thought-
deposits, with which men and pods are involved. The Laws of Nature, so-
called, are similarly to be explained, and are likewise of a cyclical character.
The reason for the latter is the same, but the sweep and time-periods of
:Nature's Laws are enormous when envisaged by us, little men, Reincarnation
is an example of the human cycle essentially brought abiout by thought-hahits
and thought-deposits, with afliliate energies, attractions and repulsions, to wit,
Empedocles’ ‘hate’ and ‘love.’

No man need be subjected to enslaving or enslavement by any evele, if he
set his will and spiritual thought on higher things, for thus he rises ahove
the thought-deposits, etc. Then he controls \he cycles manifesting in human
existence, and working automatically as it were. The Masters and high
chelas do this and are to a great extent ‘superior’ or relatively in command
of eyclical periads, and net their slaves, as ordinary, unenlightened and
[rassional men are.

Psychology is invelved in this, individual and mob psychology. Just as
civilizations rise and [all eyclically, and evolution proceeds similarly, as
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evidenced by the teaching regarding root-races and their various sub-races,
so do smaller eyclical evems in lwman histury sweep multitudes into 1em.
porary deliriwms, leaving wise ones untonched. War, peace, civilizalion,
bacharism, are therefore all cyclical—also great outbreaks of pandemic,
diseases, ele.

The way 1o inaugurale a new eyele is 1o hroadeast grand ideas, giving birth
o grand ideals; il these catel on, nobler eycles come into hcmg ard the
evil ones die oul. because the mullitndes react, refuse to bhe enslaved, no
fonger follow, Thus wars, psychological outhreaks of meb insanity, can be
checked, enred. It is the principle well known by true astvologers, who are
first and Toremost trained theosophisis, or at least onght 1o he; and it can
he expressed in the well known words: the stars impel, they do not compel!

Thus we see how even inveterale, age-old eyeles, though always dangerous
and compeling to the weak, can be surimounted, worked against, and in lime
hrouglt 10 a stop. One of 1the foremost leachings in this respeet is thal man
has flee will, reacting against environment, to wit, eyelieal conditions, and
having power to surmounl Lhem. Thus Falalisin is nol taught in Theosophy,
Lut Karman is.

Finally, if war cycles should hegin to How upon us—il there are enough
nien and wemen 1o use their higher lhounhl superior to that of the cycles, and
o employ their will for rl('hlcuucnrcc and Drotherhood—such eveles <hould
not tonch them, amd, allimuuh aronsing anrest hecanze of the multitndes, amil
hrmﬂmﬂ about horrors lluv and 1|1t‘re.—-—lhe grealer, higger and nohler
hmin l:r‘.mgs lead on and guide human destinies, leaving the lidal wave to

How by, and spend its force,

. ... You are asking what may seem to you to be a very simple question, but
you yoursell will see, afler 2 moment’s reflection, that it is an extremely in-
volved one, . ... The general rule is—aund it is a wonderful key-—that the
small repeats the great, that the little yugas not only are included in the
greater yugas, but repeat them on their own livtle scales, llxnmplc: The
present Fifth Rool-Race, considered as a whole, and including all its minor
sub-races, whether great or small, is now in iis Kali-Yuga, which hegan
something over five thousand years ago, at the deatly of ]\ll‘ahn'l., and will
last inlo llu, fulnre for abowt 127, 000 years., Keep in mind that this is the
Kali-Yuga of the entire Root- H.lcv the ereat Kali-Yuga.

Now, l]lr-n all the minor L}LIeﬁ or yugas of this Fifth Root-Race will,
sone of lhem, be rising. and some of them be falling, and imerworking \\1l]|
each other, and yet will all he suliject 1o the great Kali-Yuga of the Rnot-
Race, which has jnst begun. Thus, a minor yuga or race may he in ils youth,
and vising 10 its Bowering, bul yet, becanse it s ineluded in the great descenl-
ing Kali-Yuga. will, although having a sharp rise, be nevertheless subject
to the general decline of the greal Kali- Yupa.

l\ext every minor cyele, great or small, included in the Rool-Race, in its
turn is septenary, and therefore has its own little kali-yuga, and in numerical
relations is about the same. Just as the great Kali-Yuga is 432 thonsand
years long, so a lillle kali-yuza may be perhaps only 432 years long, or
possilily 4,320, or possibly cven 43,200. The Ifindii or Aryan Race, which
was one of the very first sub-races of our own Fifth flace, is now in its own
racial kali-yuga, in addition to belonging to the Filtly Root-Hace, and there-
fore of course helonging to the great “Kali-Yt uga of the Roat- Race. But it is
striving 1o rise into ﬂm-.crmrr again, and will do zo in the {utare.
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INTRA-ATOMIC ENERGY

RICHARD H. CUTTING

The orgy of human slaughter is
about to end in a climax of man.
strous destenetion. Harmessed by the
cunning devices ol modern Science,
another occult potency of Nature is
enslaved by man and dragged down
lo perform staggering acts of ini-
quily,

Lven at this early hour, but a few
days after the disclosure of the new
weapen ol “civilized warfare,” anx.
ious voices are being heard from the
ravks of owtraged liwmanity. To these
we add our own,

It is au wuconditional and em-
phatic condemnation of wanton vio-
tence, unhridled cruelty, promiscuous
destruction; of its inlluman methods,
shady objectives, and infernal hypoc-
risy, on whalever side of the bypo-
thetical “fence™ it may be perpet.
rated.

We stand appatled lbefore the spec-
tacle ol Science betraying its homan-
itarian mission to prostitute its in-
ventive genius lo purposes of devas.
tation, We are shocked at the sight
of prevailing conditions which furce
top-men on the rostrum of scientifie
and “educalional™ institutions to per-
fect murdercits gadgets with which
to victimize fellow luunan beings in
our vaunled civilization, We wonder
how long the conscience of 1thesze men
will remain quicscent! The Karmic
Law never sleeps!

The works of 1, I'. Blavatsky teem
with warnings to those who in her
and future limes would allow their
sellish greed and lust for power to
divert Nature's forces to low and de-
grading ends. Fvery student of the
Ancient Wisdom should consuli now
her amazing chapter on “The Com-
ing Force,” in The Secret Doetrine,
Vol. [, pp. 531566, wlerein is out-
lined the disecovery by Jfohm Worrell
Keely of Philadelphia of what he
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called the “eltheric” foree. Space pre-
vents us from quoting here more
than a few bLriel pussages.

Yoo llad Keely Leen permitied to sue.
ceed, he might have yeduced & whole army
to atoms in the spare of a lew seconds
as easily as he reduced a dead ox 1o the
samie condition, ...

“IF the question ia asked why My, Keely
was nnt allwwed to pass a eertain Theit,
the answer is easy; because that which le
has aneonscionsly discavered, is the terrilihe
sidereal Foree, known o, aml nmaned s
the  Atlameans  masn-mag, and by the
Aryan Rishis in their dshter Vidva by a
name that we da vot like o give, Tt s the
vrit of Rulwer Lytten's ‘Coming Race,” ane
of the coming races of onr mankimd, 'The
nawme vril way e a fiction: the Foree
itself s & Taet donhied as little in India os
the existence itsell ol their Rishis, since
it is mentinned in all the secret works,

Tt i= this vibratory Foree, which, wlhen
aimed at an army Trom an Agni Bath hxed
an a flving vessel, a ballvon, aceording 10
the instruetions fowmul in dshtar Fidv,
redured 1a ashes 100000 wnen and ele-
phanis, us easily as it would a dead rar
it is allegorized in the Vishan Porina, in
the Ramayana and mther works, in the Jable
abowt the sage Kapila whose glonce mmle
a monntain of pshes of King Sapgara’s
GO0 son=, and whirh is explained in the
esoleric warks, and relerrei] 10 as the
Nepilukshao—Kapila's FEve?

“And is it this. ... destruclive apeney,
which, onee in the hamls of some madern
Attila, ..., would reduve Europe in a lew

dave tn s primitive chaotie state with no
man lelt alise to 1ell the tale—is this foree
to lecome the common property of all men
alike?

s The diveovery in its completensss
ie by several thouzand—or shall we say
lndred  thapsamd?—sears ton premature,
It will be at its appointed place and tine
ody when the grear roaring Homd of spare
vation, micery, and underpaid lahour ebhs
hark apain—as it will when happily ax
fast the just demande of the many are
attended to: when the proletariat exists
hast in name, and the pitiful cry for bread,
that cinps thiroyghont the world unheeds:l,
has died away, Thiz may be hastened by
the spread of learning, and by new opens
inga [or work and emigration, with hetier
prospects than exizt now, ead on sone new:
continent thut may eppear, Then only will
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‘Krely's Motor and Force,' as eriginally
contemplated by himsell and fricods, be in
demand, beeanse it witl be more needed by
the poar than by the wealthy”

It is of great interest 1o find Karl
H. von Wiegand, Dean of American
Forcign Correspondents, writing in
the Los Angeles Examiner of August
9, 19:15:

.. American and British super-scien-
tists may be playing today with the pos-
sible destruction of mankind—and that of
parts of the earth, or even the enlire
Hanet.

“That is the frst appalling impression
awd uneasy feeling created by the sensa-
tional ollicial announcement ....that na-
ture’s greal secret of atomic disintegration
has been discovered and that an ‘atomie
homl® has heen perfected,

“It recalls vividly Autantis the ‘Lest Con-
tinent’ of the ancients, mentioned by
Plate, the Greek philosnpher: Herodotus,
the pgreat historian, and other asncient
wrilers. ...

“According o anrient legends of the
priesthood, the scientisis of Mt age dis-
covered a secret of nature which might
have heen that of atomic disintegration
and arrogantly used that celossal power
for selfish and evil purposes,

“The power got vut of hand, turned on
them, and sank the eontinemt of Adantia
beneath the waters of the Atlantic in what
is liclieved to have been the grealest
earthquake since the advent of man on the
planet....

“Possession of such forces of destruction
«ov.could, in the hands of evil or even
selfish political powers, completely master
and dominete the warld and enslave all
peoples,

*It would he Utopian indeed 10 believe
that such unlimited power will always re-
wain in ‘Good” hands and be directed and
exercised only by ‘Good' hands....

“ls the last of the Faur Horsemen of the
Apocalypse ahont te ride apon this earth?

“Whether one helieves er dishelieves in
these prophecies of the eventnal destructive
consequences of persistent evil and injustire
and abuse of power on this earth, the dis-
covery of the servet of such Fforces of
nature as have ta do with the very exisience

of this planet and which are edicated to |

dostruction, is not  trangquilizing 10 the
mind that thinks and reflects, It gives us
no assurance of peare in the future”
The intra-atomic enerpies tapped
by “modern Allanteans” are not
exactly these spoken of by H, P.
lavalsky—C(ortunately so; yet they

are one of Lheir lower correlations on
an inferior sub-plane. From various
lactors involved, we venture lo say
that the so.called “atomic” {orees re-
leased at present are those of the fifth
sub-plane of this our physical sub.
stance, When we remember 1hat they
are used by men of the Fifth Root-
Race, heavily weighed down with
Atlantean or Fourth Root-Race Kar-
man, the implications and dangers of
the situation should be self-evident 1o
intuitive students of the accull.

Spiritually-minded men like Keely
himself would be dealing with high-
polency akishic forces, and fortun-
ately enough would be utterly unable
{in the vresent age) to teach others
how 1o do so. Ilence their secret dies
with 1them. But our scientifie wiz
zards, of materialistic bent and of
most doubtful ethical standards, re-
sponsible for ullra-scientific develop-
tments, would have access hut to the
lower modifications of sastral ener-
gies, maleria) enough to he caught
in by gadgets, and to produce chem-
ical reactiens, and electronic phe-
nomena. These lower correlations are
not operated hy direct psyche-mental
forces projected bv the will of the
operator, but depend upon physio-
chemical processes—hence ultimately
upon certain mechanical devices.

We are deeply convinced that the
present nge sees the birth of a New
Era, and that sign-posts of spiritual
re-awakening ahound everywhere. Bul
it would be wilful blindness to deny
the existence of potent elements of
exireme danger, which, if disregarded
or ignoved, might well bring about
the complete ruin of the race. Tt
is, therefore, of imperative necessity
lo restore the supremacy of Fibical
Values in a world gone mad with the

fust of destruction, insane with the
delirium of power and preed, The
time is frere and now when the ir
responsible course of applied Science
should be curhed and channeled 10
purposes of service by the collective
will of an outraged huwmanity.
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TOLERANCE AND UNDERSTANDING

MARY ELLEN WALTERS

" The word tolerance in relationship
to what I have to say is in itself mis-
leading because it denotes the action
or capacity for enduring something,
whereas a word with more of a con-
notation of kindliness and under-

‘standing is much to be preferred.

However, if there is such a word it
escapes me for the moment, so we
will have to accept tolerance as an
unsatisfactory substitute,

Each separate entity in its blind
search for truth, leads itself into
dark, tangled mazes wlerein it be-
comes hopelessly confused and must
retrace its foolsteps time and time
again, or [rom which it emerges tri-
wmphantly guided by its own inner
light and prepared to enter into the
next labyrinth with increased elarity
of vision. Bear in mind, however,
that no two entities ever become
involved in identical mazes or ever
emerge by the same route, There-
fore it is the privilege of no man
either to condemn or o condone, be-
cause noe mtan is so withoutl error as
to he able rightfully to declare him-
sell a judge. To e possesced of a
knowledse so preat as to justify a
judgment would necessarily entail an
understanding so deep as to make a
judgment impossible.

Neither you nor I is wise enough
or great enough to criticize the di-
vine creations ol the divine power.
What we unconsciously ry to do, is
to reassure our personal vanity with
a smug assumption that we certainly
would not perform in the manner of
the person in the defendant’s chair,
How do we knew what we would do
if we were someone else, when actn-
ally we are as yel acquainted wilh
only the more apparent factors in
our owh natures, at the zame time
being dimly aware that other lactors
are in constant operation lo form the
complete equation,
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There are limes when we all lose
our perspective on life; a painful ex-
perience but an edueational one, be.
cause by so doing we learn that there
is more than one perspective, each
useful in its own way,

Everyone is entitled to his own
protective coloration, which we call
personality, until such time as he
gains conlidence throngh self-knowl-
edze so that he no lonzer feels the
defensive urge o protect his care-
fully guarded egn against imagined
hurts. When such seif-knowledge is
attained. he is then free to let him-
self be known to others without fear
and without embarrassment. Until
such time we must accept him as he
presents himself: a2 eombination of
Karmic agent and Karmic result. And
to pass judgment on his actions. re-
actions or personal affeclations is
alwout as reasonable as to say, “John
should neot drink lemonade because

lemonade gives me a stomach ache.”

The seed of a pine tree contains
within itsell potemialities for pro-
ducing a cerlain pine tree. Not an
oak or an elm, or even annther pine,
If that seed iz nlanted and grows. vou
may nat find so muoch to admire in its
size, shape or color as in another tree
of the same species whose growth has
been influenced by a slightly difTerent
tyne of =soil or different quantity of
waler. Yet to the eves of a bird the
first pine tree may present far more
desirable qualities than any other
pine. You and the bird are judging
the identical tree from two entirely
unrelated sets of standards. Does that
make the bird wrong?

To quote Philip Wylie, “Truth
exists in each man in lorms of re.
lativity and changes in each man
with his changing perceptions.”
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THE NEXT MAN

(Reprinted from the Tmmanuel Chureh Messenger of Los Angcles,
California, May 11, 1945.)

A few weeks ago [ had something to say ahont “The Man of the Future,”
al in response | received a clipping expressing similar thoughts by Dr.
Joseph Fort Newton of Philadelphia. His title is *“The Next Man,” and bis
brief sermonetie makes lour points as follows:

“First, a savage is a man who lives on others. Ie preys rather than prays—
olieying the basic law whereby life feeds on life, on the earth, in the sea, or
in the sky.

“Second, a barbarian is a man who lives whether anyone else lives or not.
e looks after number one, resardless of what may hoappen 1o others, If they
Fall by the wayside, it is not his afair.

“Third, a eivilized man is one who has learned to live and let live, He is
tolerant—he has feeling for others—life is not just a sellish. ruthluss scramble,

“Fourth, the world waits, leoks, and longs for another 1ype of man-—tatter
of soul, more wise and tender of lieart—ilie man who lives and Aelps live,
te is our next man.

“The world is full of the sounds of insult, shame and wrong, and trinnpels
blown for war. We have charlalans, dictaters, and demugognes—we wanl
another kind of man,

“What the world needs is not more dexterity, bul more develion—nol more
leisure. hut more peace—-not more wealth, hut more well heing,

“Bandits we have aplemty—men who rob and ruin. Now we wait builders
who will repair the wreck. We want “greathearts” who witl patrol the roads
and make them sale for all.

“Iliese are the gifts and graces of the spiritnal man, who has insight, conr-
age, compassion, and understanding. These are qualities of the soul, and

withoul them we lose our way.”
—Paul Talbot
{United Business Service.)

SAN DIEGO THEOSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES
Theosophical Center, Fourth Ave. and Olive 51, Son Diego 3, Calif, Jockson 1740
Public Meetings — Sunday Afiernoons — 3:00 o'Clock
GEMNFRAL TOPIC FOR SEPTEMBER: MODERN EDUCATIONAL TRENDS
Chairman: Dr. Louis E. Van Normun

Sept. Zoid— Raound Talle Diseussion — Led by Mrs, Mary Foy,
Sept, 9th— *The Educational ldeal” — Mrs. Claire Wesner {Covina).
Sepl. 16th— “Edueation in Ouwr Madern World” — Mys, Lawrence Krettler.
Sept. 23rd— Discenssion — “The Modern Probiems of Youth” -~ Mrs, Jalie Shore and Mrs.

Lury Nicholsan,
Sept. 301 — Disenssion — “Educational Aims” — Guest Speaker: Dr. John Carroll
(County Schoals) and Mrs, Mildred Traxler, r.1.5.

SUBJECTS FOR THE MONTH OF QCTOBER

Oct, Tth — “Keynotes of the Coming Age” — Baris de Zitkoil.

Ot Vih — "How to Read o Lile” — Katherine G. Heek (Covinal.

et 215t — “Ilidden Intliences in Life™ — Major Huliert S, Turner.

O, 281h — *Will and Knowledge versus Hopes and ears.”

for infarmaiion en oll Theosophicol aclivities in Son Diego, consult Harald W, Dempster, Reg-
ional Vite-Presidenl, 3131 McCall 5t, San Diegs &, Calif., Bayview 6839 {or Franklin 3131
daytime),
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THOUGHYS BY THE WAYSIDE

“Peace Neturns to World,” stales
the headline in the metropolitan
daily. Carefully scanning the article
thereunder, nothing can be found to
support the headlive stalement. All
that is there, is that a few of the
Great Nations of the Warld have
stonped flighting.

In these few words is epitomized
the viewpoint of the Urban Dwellers,
To them, the absence of one thing
must inherently bring about its op-
posite. No more fighting, then much
more l’eace. The concept is just as
artificial and unnateral as the build.
ings, streets and life of he cities
themselves. ’

Showing the scremming lieadline to
8 denizen of the rural areas, his
scolling response was “How can it
rETURN when it never left, in the first
place?” Here we lave the two diver.
gent points of view, both influenced
by the respective environments. In
the case of the rural dweller, his idea
is natural and is based on his simple
environment,

In the case of the city man, all his
life is a ricnT. He fights for em-
pMoyment; he fights his way upward
in his firm: he fights his way into
the public convevance that takes him
to work, and he fights again in order
lo get owt of the same conveyance,
Receatly ‘lie has added another fight
to the many others; the fight to find
a place in which to live. Born, bred
and trying lo thrive on a continuous
geries of figlis, the concept of Peace
cantiot be ather than a state in which
no FIGHTING has to be done.

In the case of the comntry man,
the malter is quite difTerent. He has
many a figlt on his hands also. How-
ever, they are against the insect king-
dem, against wealher, against de.
pleted soil, against the natural forces
that surround amd sometinies domi-
nate him. Ilis fights are not against
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his own kind. as are those of the citv
dweller. On this account he knows
that PEACE among men is always pres-
ent—NATURALLY, He also knows that
PEACE among men is ouly absent—
UNNATURALLY,

Such theughis as these are difficult
ta hold or express. unless one fol.
lows that Oriental axiom of “Inlernal
Tranauility at All Times,” However,
they can be understood. even by city
dwellers, when thev relite to the in-
ner recesses of their Beings, It will
be easier for them to lave =uch
ideas when they leave their man-marle
Temples and rest in Nature’s Tem-
ples on mountain taps, in the depths
of forests, or by the sides of habbling
hrooks. ‘That is just why city dwellers,
at every gpportunity, ltee to the coun-
tryside. While they claim to love
their conpgesled commuuities, they are
alwayvs willing 1o leave them at the
slightest pretext. It is man's innate
gense of being at PEACE anly when
he strolls by the Waysides of Life,

When we leave the marts of men,
then we reatize that signed agreemenls
ameng nations, internalional Police
Forces, and Atemic Bowmbs, do not
represent the Road 1o Meace. Then
comes the realization that the Road
to Peace fs a broad and well marked
highwey. It runs straight to its des-
tination, The name of the highway is
NATURALNESS, The only vehicles tha
can pass over this road are lebeled
co-0PERATION, The only competent
chauflenrs for the vehicles arve those
who call themselves nkoTivERs. It i=
all very simple—to a Wavfarer. it
is all terribly complicated for the
city dwellers, hecanse there is no
traflic to FIGHT on this lighway.

MORAL:—Let's stop talking about
ATTANING eace and accentnate, ju-
slead, the coxseryinG of it

And that's Peace Theosophy.

The Wayfarer,

Hederd S-Trnna’
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THEOSOPHICAL LITERATURE

Thess and othar books ton be obtoined from the Ediloriod Office of THECSQPHIA, 240 Western
Bldg., 553 So. Western Avenue, Los Angeles 5, Colifornia, or by ordeting direct from The-
esophical Universily Press, Covina, Califarnia,

FOR BEGINMERS AND INQUIRERS
THEGSOPHY FOR BEGINNERS, €. J. Itxan & Tadia [oss

THEOSOPHY CAH EXFPLAIN. I. T. Wreighe
fHTROOUCING THEGSOPRY, Alan It. Brage, Simple yet eompeehrnsive outline..

- .. B leallets 1¢ each, 100 caples § .75
42 hmr-nnga leaflall Se x sel, 10D toplen L33

.25

THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCAETY, Nix Nature aml Objectlves feonphled) 10
OCCULTISM AND PSYCHIC PHENOMENA, ¢i. re "wearker. Tinwly warnlng of PHS—— pavehlsm., .10
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WHAT OF BEREAVEMENT?

BORIS DE ZIRKOFF

" .

[‘O(Iay, as never [u.-lm‘e, the specter
of deatl hawds the murvished minds
of millions.

Men and women alike, irrespeciive
of their outlook va bfe, stand aghast
hefore e panorama of organized
slaughter which robs them overnight
of lheir paceats, children, sweet-
lieatts,

Even many a =tudent of the Ancient
Wisdom finds it diflicult to co-urdine
ate his intellectual, mainly theorelical
anderstanding of  Theosophy. with
the sudden sheck of bereavement,
feaving lnwt a disconzolate loneliness
where there scemed to be security
and promise hefore,

They ask: What can it all mean?
How 1o fill the empliness of heart
and mind? How to mend the jorn
skein of life, and find 8 new and
eironger ineentive to rebuililbthe shag-
tered structure?

One thing is absolutely sure. ‘Fhe
Ancient Wisdom does not offer anv
kind ol sentimental *consalation,”
nur does il ey 1o send e inguiring
sond lo qlr'ep by pointing 1o the sweet
will of “God™ s the only selution
of the problem. “God” trying his
children! This alliezed panacea is ab-
sent from Theosaphy.

Nor does the prezent writer—a
student among many others—claim
to ofler the one and only explana-
lion which can awml must satisly on
account of ilz compleleness and final-
ity, without any further ¢llort ou the
part of the reader, who may he him-
self the sullerer aud the viclim of
the prevailing order of things,

In order to arrive al some solulion,
and derive from it additional strength
to meet the issnes conlronting us,
it is imperative that we think, think
deeply and repeatedly and iutelli-
gently. It is necessary that we arm
ourselves with reasoned judzment,
with entightened logic, and illumine

these with whatever flashes of intui-
tion we may evoke from within our
deeper Selves.

Let ns ask eurselves a few simple
questions, in vrder 1o clarify 1he i=.
siee at hand. We will take it for grant-
edd that certain elementary |umr-||1|1-
of Theosophy ave familiar to us.

ts death on the haulehield an es
pecially terrible oceurrence? There
ks no reason fo suppose that il is, It
is just one form of physical dissolu-
tion which the Ego undergoes in s
cvelic pracess of u-pmm'd re-hivths,
Physical sullering is largely a malter
of ‘sell-conscious mental awareness.
It is a well known Tact that our ex-
periencing of pain i= cemditioned Ly
e state of our mind. The mental
and emotional stale of many a soldjer
must ol necessity  faranting excep-
tions) be of & unature which aliers
greatly  his realization of physical
pain. It is quile casy o iimagine that
many a miserable wrelch in every-
day life, dving of fairly ualoral
citnses, mav be experiencing a greal
er pain owing 1o a lorlured min
and sordid emotions, then the man
whe is convineed Le is daing his ut-
mo# duty te slale or race.

lHas Nature ho compensalion 1o
offer in the case of violent death in
war? 1L exhibits such compensation
in every dirvection and in all olher
fielids of life. The weneral shock to
the organism, its stunned condition,
may well compensate Tor much that
seems to be conneeted with physical
tarture, We cannot disregard this
possibility, even if we are unable to
prove it mathemalically,

As everything in Nalure is order-
ly and sequential, and iz governed
hy striet causation, it stands 1o reason
that vielent physical death (which,
strictly speaking, is not and should
not be called ‘deatl’, as il is merelv
a premalure tosing of the physical
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garment) must hear a direct relation
to the tolal Karmie record of the im-
bodied Ege, and must he, in the case
of thousands of individunls, and per-
liaps millions, an wnarvoideble {in
this incarnation} efleet of causes sel
in motion by the Ego in other lives,
an eflect over whicl the personal man
las no control whalscever, as it is
a mere running down of a complex
karmic spring wound up through and
Ly long-passed actions,

Il this is so, and we believe that
it is, there mnst result Lo the experi-
encing Fgo a great freedom through
the sudden exhaustion. complete or
ouly partial, of accumulated physical
karman, brought about by physical
dissolution in the manner we are cou-
sidering here. Some slate or otler
of the individnal’s karmic record is
thereby cleared. Is it something that
we are too selfish and teo personal
1o wish for another? We do not wish
him violent death on the hattlefield
ar in a bambed-out city; but we wish
him and all else ullimate Ireedom
{rom a heavy load of karinic indelt-
edness incurred in many past lives.
We ourselves are part of that rec-
ord; therefore we are experiencing
pain and sorrow. even if not physical
suffering, with him.

Have we asked ourselves whether
the reincarnating Ego of 1he so-called
victim may not have asked preciselv
for this kind of lile. and this kind
of ending to it this 1ime? In the vis-
ion of the re-imbodying Ego, whose
consciousness bridges the gap of so-
called “death,” the events overtaking
the personalily acquire a vastly dif-
ferent meaning and are not lo be
appraised in the poor light of our
brain’s fitful understanding.

Does physical death really sever
our contact with the one we love?
Iave we asked ourselves this ques-
tion, and pondered over it? Have we
ever seen the one we love? No, we
have only heen aware of his physical

form and of some traits of his cmn.
tional and mental make-up, These are
not worlh much, seeing that a slight
alleration of physical condiliens,
such as heat, electric current, intense
cold, ete,, destroys them completely,
These are not e things we love in
our dear ones.

In spite of a heavy entanglement
of physical matter, we succeeded
during life in communicating with
the veal tenant of the form through
such imperfect symbols as words,
signs, facial expressions, and the in-
tangibde current Trom mind to mind
and from heart to heart. Are we =0
sure that these latter methods of
heart and miml and spirit may not
lic intensified alter physical dealh, so
that we may come o fnow those we
love even better, and Lo hold spiritnal
communion with them in the silences
of our being? Spiritaalism? Oh no!
Unly the recognition of the unbreak-
alle ODneness of all life, in which
Oneness there can be no solulion of
continuity anvwhere, if Nature is to
hold together; and we kngw it does.

Shall we mweet them again? By this
of course is usually meant one de-
finite thing: are we going to sce them
apain in the same form and with the
personal peculiarities which dispin-
guished them from others. [Heayen
forhid! Are we that selfish? Do we
really wish them te re-appear in jin-
bodied life without much, if any,
change or improvement, just to
please us—we whe will, let us hape,
be considerably changed ourselves?

After all physically pleasing traits
have been sel aside in our analysis,
are not the things we love in them
mainly mental, psychological amd
spiritual 7 Are not these the greatest
attraction binding =oul to sonl? Will
not these he again the strongest lipks
and signs by which we will withon
a doubt recognize those we love in
a luture imbodied existence? In the
mealime, are we sellish encugh to
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desire their restoration lo physical
form and limitations, just to satisfy
our hunger to see them physically
alive? Shall we disturb the harmony
of Nature whicli has mercifully
plunged them into a mucl needed
rest, and attempt to drag them out
ol this condilion cither through our
mental anguish or, worse yet, through
accepled methods of mnecromancy,
called Dby various higlisounding
names and devised to delude and
fascinate weaklings among men? Let
us think!

We do not want these loved ones
of ours to die a seemingly horrid
death on foreign hatllefields. We do
not want them 1o he slaughiered
amidst the rubble of destroyed cities.
We do not want themn to he enstaved
and tortured at the hands of men
whose ideologies they do not accept,
Very well then. Are we willing to no
something to prevent such conditions
from ever arising? How much wonkd
we sacrifice of our own comfort, ease,
wealth, security, and living standards
in order 10 become indefatigable and
uncompromising werkers in the
Cause of human freedom, justice, de-
cency, solidarity and peaee?

No cause lias ever heen furthered,
and no lasting accomplislunent ever
achieved witliout personal and eol-
lective suerifice. And what we are
willing and anxious to sacrifice in
the Cause of Mankind and its wel-
fare indicates wilh considerable pre-
cision just exacely how mueh that
Cuause and Mankind mean to us. Most
of us might be surprised at our find-
ings were we to experiment upon
ourselves (not the other chap!)

The cenditions in our world will
not change — cannot change — unitil
and unless we discard old, crystalliz-
ed, sellish grooves of thought and
fcelmtr followed by equall) selfish
acts. It is these ways of thinking and
acting that have hrought us 10 tle
present impasse. Shall we uphold and

perpetuate them knowinply?  Nat-
ional and international apperntunism,
constricling and  blinding aational-
ism, racial animosity, religious sce-
tariznis, theological dogmatism, in.
sane fanaticism in all the main issues
of our common life; lust for power,
money, possessions; accumulation of
physical riches and, paradoxically
enough, of spiritval paucity; 2 pas-
sion te impose our own lack of vis
ion upon other minds, the eraving to
subject weaker ones to the superior
strength of our own blind will, ex-
ploitation of 1the weaker and more
ignorant by the physically stronger
and the more cunning-—most of these
narading under high-sounding names
designted to delude, to fascinate and
enslave, And some there are amongst
us who, from high places of Church
and Siate, have the arrogance to
sneak of this den of iniquities as
being a “Christian” civilization ar-
rayed in just and sacred conflict
apgainst the powers of darkness, a re-
vival of the “heathenism” of old!
What unspeakable folly? What blas-
jhemy against the Sermon on the
AMount!

No mere palliatives will ever help
ug, neither individually nor collec-
tively as nations. Nothing short of
a return to the simple natural laws

of ethical conduct can eliminate the
glaring injustices in so-catled “civil-
ized” countries, and prevent the
neriodic  outhreaks of emalional
frenzies, catled wars, which have
characterized for centuries past our
abortive attempts at building a true
civilization. Then only will arise in
onr relatively self.controlled and il-
lumined minds the true understand-
ing of nature’s laws, including a
greater-view of so-called death whir-h,
robbed of all its fears and specters,
remains for ever, like unto initia-
tion itself, the Mystic Portal into the
Silent Land of Nature’s Inmost
Heart.




OUR CYCLE AND THE NEXT
H. P. BLAVATSKY

(Exverpts from an avticle by that wame, originally published
in Lucifer, Yol. iv, May, 1889)

.o .. Happy the optimist in whose heart the nightingate of hope can still

sing, with all the iniguity and cold sellishness of the present age hefore his

eves! Qur cemtury is a hoastful age. as proud as it is hypoeriticals us cruel

as it is discembliog . .. Instead of trath and sincerity, we liave propriely al

cold. cultured politeness . . .. Falsification on every plane ... Lile—a long

race-course. a leverish ehase, whose goal is a tower of selfish ambition. of
pride. and vanity. of greed for money or honours. amd in which buman pas-
stong are the lorsemen, and our weaker bretliren the steeds, At this terrible
steeplechase the prize-cup is purchased with the hearts” blood and sulterings
of countless Fellow-creatures. aned won at the cost of spiritual sell-degradation.
o Pride and ronceit ave the two hideous cancers devowring the heart of
civitized nations. apil sellishiness is the sword handled by evanescent person-
wlity to sever the golden thread that Finks it to inmronal Ixtmvioranry . ..
“L an the one, and God's elect.” savs the proad pation. “F am the invineible
and the Toyemost: tremble all ve around me!™ Behold, there comes a day
when we =ee it ¢rouching in the dost, hleeding and mangled.

.o .. Suel is the 1errible piclure presented by our present cvele, now neaving
ils close. Lo those Trom whose eyes the seales of prejndice. preconception amd
partiality have Tallen, and who see the teuth that Ties beliind the deceplive
appearances of our Western “civilization™, But what has the new evele in
store For Twmanity? Will it be merelv a continuation of the present. only
i darker and more terrible colowrs? Or shall a new day dawn for munkind,
a day of pure sunlight. af truth, of charity, of trae Lhappiness, Tor all? The
answer depends maindy on the Tew Theosophists who, true to theic colonrs
through good repute amd ill, still fight the baulle of Trul against the powers
af holinnes oo,

7 Theosophy prevailing in the streggle, its all-emluucing philosophy
alrikes deep root into the winds and heart of men. i its doelrines of Reinear-
nation and Karma. in other words. of Tope and Responsibility. find o home
in the lives of the new generations, then, indeed, will dawn the dav of joy
and gladuess for all wha now sullfer and are outcast. For real Theosophy
15 Anrrvisy, and we cannot repeat il too often, 1t is hrotherdy ove, miutual
help. unswerving devolion to Truth. IF once men do bt realize that io these
alene can true happiness be Found. and uever in weallh, possessions, or any
schish gratification, then the dark elouds will roll away. and a new hpanity
wikl be bora upon eartl. Then, the Goines Ace will be there, indeed.

But. i wet. then the slorm will burst, and our boearted westeen eiviliza-
tion and enlightenunent will sink i such a0 sea ol horror that its pavallel
listory has never yel recorded.

Reminder to vur Subseribers — A mumber of our subseribers hove
not yei renewedl their subseriptions. As we are oplimists, we feel that
tliis is mininly due 10 an oversight,. Every renewal aned every new
subseription helps us to pay our hills and plan for Tulure issues,
We trust we can count on your continued suppovl. Let vs hear (rom

vou!l —Fditors, “Theosophia.”
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ACTION AND RE-ACTION

EMILY E. PLUMMER

Order is a Universal Law, there
fore from the highest spiritual plane
io the lowest physical all the mani-
festalions, formations. and vperations
have an unbroken “Cosmic vilality
plus intelligence” As we are parls
of the Cosmic Whole (1his nuiversal
Being), and therefore are governed
by this same law of order, we should
conslantly realize this in our every
thought and  deed. and alzo know
when Nature’s laws are hroken by us
in any way whatever we hring g
trouble, prin and sorrew I ourselves.
until we have learned to adjust onr
thoughts and actinns harmoniously
with this wniversal law of order. We
then progress on that path which
alone leads ws ever furward and up-
ward lowards our desting of God-
ll(]‘n]- ” Iil“' allll tll't'l'r were ol ()l)'
eraling [rom the highest to the low-
est realms of Jile, then would here
not be eventually coumplete destruce-
tian of alb things?

Think of our Mother Farth and
all lier sister planets in the Solar
Syatem, each one on 115 awn orhit,
and each one rolaling on i1s axis
for millions of years guided by
Father Sun, thus giving to atl their
inhabitams, winters and smmmers,
springs aml falls, and day and night,
times [or action and rest during their
evolutionary climbh,

is it possible that there conld bLe
planets and suns withoul laws govern:
ing and contrelling their mations?
Can we think that in all of Nainre's
realms, below the mineral and on
up te man, awl inlo the spiritual
kingdoms, there is neither law nor
order? II no laws governed life in
the univerze, what would prevent the
stars and planets from colliding and
demolishing one anather and all their
inhabitnins? Also the sun might ex-
plode or glide away {rom its own
appointed  path instead of giving

needed light, heat, and life energies
to the Solar Svstem. Then again, such
moenstrosities as enrrots growing on
rose hushes, and roses o apple trees,
and animalx  hecoming  plants  or
slones animals! Can we passibly he
lieve that a Deity. sopreme Sourvee
and Head of all things, would not
lie working out and bringing forth
and guiding all things through baw
and arder?

Ixpressing il more conciseby, the
universe is operated in a perfectly
mathematical arder thronsh dilferent
rates of vibralions and in coxmic ac-
tions from Ihe highest to the lowesl
realms of Nature. However. the tower
classes of lile, including the huaman
kingdom, are but dimly aware of
these laws of lile; especially humani-
ty because of scllishness and misguid-
ed will-power, Hindreds of diflerent
diseases rage among us beranse of
chemical changes prodoced in our
bodies, oflen resubting in insanity
throurh tewmper. deceit. ernelty, une
bretherly  Tabits  fram  childhonod
through adulthood. Al:o our liking
of Taod and deink goes far bevend
what is neecessarv for onr suslenance
anid health. Animals in their natural
state, tiving so simply in {ood and
in all other wWave, _aul(l conslanilv
breathing fresh air, are almast [rec
from diseases of any kind. Thus dis-
aster in many forms comes upon s
untit those laws of nature are learn-
ed and wracliced through wnderstamt-
ing and reverence,

Coming down to onr daily living.
il we constanily realized that from
gtom to cosmos and bevond every-
thing is regulated by law and order,
or in other words, Universal Har-
mony, and that when the smallest
law is Droken by us it hrings in
course of lime its just retribution, we
would not then he living in such a
chaotic world, Therefore let us study
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the duality of man: our highest, un-
selfish, uplifting Selfl, and the lower
sellish, downward-lending self. We
all certainly know that actions bring
Jorth re-actions, some which are
harmful in results and others bene-
ficial. That is what brings about sgo-
called good and evil in our dailv
living, not only upon ourselves, but
upon athers, for actions either help
or liarm the aclor. as well as others
allected by him. They either advance
or retard the evolulion of the one
responsible, and their inllnence iz ex-
tended to form karmie links that bind -
us to others, and which will have 1o
be worked out in future births. A
hahit is a course of action or con-
duct; in other words, the repetitive
act hrings about in course of lime a
condition in which the act hecomes
spontaneous, Therefore habils lead us
upwards or downwards. (Good ones,
impersonal habits of thought, formed
by unselfish, Jolly ideals lived up to,
not only for ourselves, but for all
mankind, lead us on in evelution to-
wards spiritual destiny, Evil ones,
unless broken and conquered com-
pletely, gain strength also in course
of time, and not only weaken the
viclim hut hecome a spontaneous
series of actions throughout life and
persist in fulure lives until over
come,

“Sow a thought and you reap an
action; sow an action and you reap
a habit; sow a habit and yeu reap
a character; sow a character and you
reap a destiny.”

Our web of desliny is woven by
ourselves; first by thouglt, then by
action, This truth is beautifuily ex-
pressed by our late lender, . de Par-
ucker, in “Golden Precepts of Fsoteri-
cism.”

“Fhe higher you go along the
evolutionary pathway, the more care-
ful vou wmust be; therefore you
should be most carelul of whal yon
think and feel and of the acls that
you do. You have learned at least
in =ome degree how 10 uze your Will.
and what will be the result of it
and Nature will held you responzible.
As the law of the universe stands, you
cither rise or fall by every thought
that vou have and by every act that
you do. At every instant of human
existence you slaud at the parting of
the ways—the right hand or the 1ef1.”

We musat ever hold in mind that
rensonal. sell-congquest is a paile of
prowtl. and since two pathways lie
ever before us fromm birth to death,
life alter life, f we adjust all
thoughis and actions harmoniously
with this law of order, we progress
until we become Masters of our {ate,
marching towards uitimate Divinity.
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{or Fronklin 31371 daylime}; or T. Marriotl, Chairmen Public Relalions Commitiee, 3926 Normal
Avenye, San Diego 3, California, Juckson 8997 (or Franklin 7643 daytime).

R




W Oheosophy Speehs

NATIONAL KARMAN

Teanseribed Rodie Broadecust of Febrvary 6, 1944
over Station KMPC, Beverly Hills, Calif,

Announcer: “Theosophy Speaks!”

“Light for the Mind — Llave for the Heart — Understianding for the Intelleci”

Lrat Sunday, "Theosoply Speaks” dizeussed the Universal Law of cavse ase
EFFECT Tknown 1o Thensophists as karmax) from the personal viewpoint. Tt
wna sgid that we meet the consequences of all our theeghts, leelings and actions
where we liave sown them, whielr is 5 orrsenves, and ox gansin. This canme
be nccamplished in one short lifetime--therefore man lives, nr REINCARNATES,
many tines, It was alse said that all 1he fortunate and unfortunate venditions
and events in our lives BELONG Yo us, beranse we've fnherited them—Irom
ouRsELVES. And, in Universal Justice, there is no sueh thing as & rRIVITEGED
betng. 1t was brought out theat nran has the tonls of destiny in Iis own hanls
and carves lis future by lis own actions, Therefore, Life §s the Tlighest An.
Today, in a transeribed dirlogue, five Iricnda meet to disenss the law of canse
AND EEFRCT from a NaATIONAL or Wonrh viewpoint, Here they are.. ..

Hal: 1 was just saying as we
were driving over here, how wonder
ful it is to get logether quietly for
these discussions. It has a decidedly
elevating eflect, Makes you feel that
you want te pass on lo others what
has impressed you as being hopeful,
and—

Irene: Well, here's Ruth!
Bruce: Hello, Lhere,

Tom: Had car trouble?

Ruth: No—I had to tuck the

kiddies into bed. Precious things,
aren’t they? But what a responsibili-
ty!

Irene: [ should say they are!

Ruths  Many times as 1 look inte
those little faces 1 wonder just what
pathway in life they will take. If ali
children could only be tauglt some
of the fundamental laws of nature,
as future citizens they weuld KNoOw
how to build a better world.

Irene: The tules are simple
enough loo. Honesty, justice, unsel-
fishness, kindness, tolerance and re-
sponsihility.

Heal: How right you are! People
everywhere, young axn old, veed to
have a clearer understanding of mo-
ral responsibility. And they also need
to knew more about Cause and Effect,
or Action and Heaction.

Tom: [Isn't that what you Theo-
sophists eall Karma—or Karman?

Haol: Yes—Karman is the fech-
nical word for it, '

Bruce: Now ! art in a fog, and
stretching my  imaginalion to the
breaking point ~— hecause 1 thouvght
Karman was an {Jpera! Somebody
sel me right!

(Laughter from all)

frene: I vou have a desire to
break into =ong, just conirol it wutil
later!

tLaughter comes over)

Haol: Well, Karman, spelled
K-A-R-M-A-N, is & Sanskrit word vsed
lo designate one of the most impor-
tant laws of Nature. It means Action
and Reaction. You see, when an en-
tity ACTs, it acts [rom within. This
action impacls upon surrounding
Nature, and Nature reacts against the
impact, And the combination of these
two—ol energy acling vpon Nature,
and Nalure reacting against the im-
pact—is what is called xauman, or
Action and Reaction,

Bruce: 'That certainly is a pow-
erful thought, Hal.

flal: Well, Karman is eszential-
ly a chain of Causation—stretching
back inta the inlinity of the past and
into the infinity of the future. Action
and Reaction are inescapable hecause

;
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they are in Universal Nature, which
i= infinite, and therefore everywhere
und timeless. And. since this Law 15
Lhuiversal, it natoeally aflects every
departmient in Natiiee,

Tom: What do vou mean?

Hal: Aloms, elements, plants,
animals, plancts. races, nations. and
men—all aceording 1o theiv various
slates ol development awl conscious:
NesEs,

Tom: Well. that's new to me! {
didnt know 1here was Natiowal or
World Karma!

Hal:  Yes, there is. The universe
is hailded on law and order, har.
wonv and justice. And when in anv
way this harmony is disturhed, Na-
ture veaclts aml demands that har-
wonv be restored by the individual.
or the nation, thal is responsible,

Bruce: That's a tremendous
idea—and interests me very much
Hal. just what is il that causes nat-
ional ar world Karman?

Hal: National Karman iz effect-
el when the same individusls who
lived in the same nalion (perhaps
thousands of years ago) are relhorn
togzether, amd through certain charae-
teristics in conunon, formt the so-
called uvatianal or racial traits, The
peaple of a nation are associated 1o
pether beeanse a5 A Grovr lhey have
saneihing to work out. to learn, And
if the essential character of the group
is of a high quality, the nation will
liave good Karman. And the reverse,
of rourse, is alse 1rue.

Tom: How does Nalional Kar-
tman show itsell?

Hal: Well, if it is heavy—usual-
Iy throngh revolwtions, {amines, up-
lieavals, sterility of women. and wars,
However, reflorms in social structure
and natienal well-heing are also the
resilts of a nation’s former activities,

Bruce: Dut why are we horn in-
to any parlicular nation?

Hol: A man is horn into s fami-
Iy, a race. or a nation—not by
CHANCE — but by desigu. Decause

these provide the cirenmstances and
environments hest suited 1o the work-
ing oul of his Karman. Also, he is
bhornt into a cerlain family, race. or
nation, bhccause be is magnelically
altracted there as a vesult of past as
sovialions, relationships, and actions,
And whalever alleels the nation, al.
feets the idividuals that comprrise
the nation. And the reverze is alsu
truc—whatever the individoal does.
affects the nation. So you cvan see
that not only the thoughts aml acls
of each person, It the eollective
thonglis and aclions of a naffon, re-
sall in peace or war, wealth ar pover.
ty, construclive advancement or de-
gradation,

Irene: And @ suppose in just the
same way, the colleciive thoughts
and aclions ol ALL NaTIoNs will form
or deform. shape or misshape, the
destiny of the wouin?

ftal: That's it exaclly,

Ruth: Bt | don't mulersiand.
Caw’t a nation fulhl i1s Karma with-
out wars, famines, epidemics and
other suffering?

Hal: O eourse it cun.  These
tragic things ean be ancutralized or
even eliminated through right living
and thinking. Any nation that di-
recls its aims toward things of the
Spirit, intellectnal aspirations, peace,
heanty, the wellare of all — and
hrotherhiood, would have a Karman
writlen in golden capital letters! But
no amount of fegislation is going lo
hiring about this uplifimewt. Tt will
have to come from the heans and
souls of the rProPLE composing lhe
nalion, In Whe bnal analysis, as Trene
said, it is up o us—THE PROPIF—
o shape or mis-shape the character
ol our nation—and its luture,

Ruth: 1t isn't nice to think that
we, as individuals, are fesponsible
for the injustice and leartache in
the warld, is it?

Hal: No, it isn’t—bul after all,
we can DO something ahout it, can’t
we?

10
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Tom: But how-—and where?

Hal: Well, we've said before
that nan is the maker of his own
destiny. Just as surely as there is
night and day, man brings light and
darkuess into his ewn life. He weaves
the pattern of his life, his charaeter,
and his destiny, with the threads of
his own thoughts and actions. And
so it is with nations. This process
has gone on through the ages—anel
ltas woven all men so closely inte
one great Family, that we cannot
disclaim responsibility as our broth-
er's keeper.

Bruce: 'That's true—and the ad-
vent of the airplane. radie and other
means of communication have
brought us so cloze together as a
World Family that we cunnnt side-
step it—and we must learn to live
together amicably. Weorld conditious,
too, are forcing us lo realize lhat co-
operation and brothethood are abso-
lutely essential,

Hal: lleve’s nnother way of put-
ting it. We all liave a common Spirit-
ual Parentage, a kinship with all
other men. As a malter ol fact, we
must consider the Universe as a
WHOLE, or as one great Organism,
in which smaller orzanisms function
as 8 PART ol the whole. Like the
fingers of one liamd, like tlie hand 10
the body—so is eacli lvman leing a
part of the great organism called the
Universe. And hecause we are so
closely related, whulever aflecls a
PART of the organism, alfects the EN-
TiRE organism, lv some extent,

~Irene: 1 think [ understand
what you mean. When any oNE in-
dividual—whether that individual is
a8 man or a nation—when any ONE
does a sellish, cruel or unkind act,
it is like a knife-thrust into the very
fabric of the World Family,

IHal: That's it. Lvery man and
every nation in this World Family is,
right this inoment, the exact result of
such past theughts and actions.

Ruth: Oh, 1 see. Then that ac-

1T

counts for seme people and naliens
beitg hackward, greedy or cruel, or
progressive amd cubtured,

Hal: Yes. Upon the individuals
compesing a nalion rests the Kar-
man of the natiou. If they are intel.
tectually and spiritualby atave, the
whole national trend is for the good
of all. And that nalion is a lorce, a
power [or good, in the world.

Tom: And the reverse must also
be true—if a nation is indilierent to
certain moral laws, if its political
and social standards are low, that
nation iz a threat 1o the well-heing
of the whole world!

Bruce: Then von say thal a
nation, or the world for that matter,
can set its house in order by the way
it thinks and acts. But how can this
he done through thoughts, for in-
stance?

Hal: Do you realize the power
that is generated by collective think-
ing? 1 is 1pkas that make and un.
make nations and civilizations, 1T we
want peace and humnaun belterment,
we must first THINK peace and et
terment, and then fotlow up thought
or idea with actions that will make
the thought Live! You see, ideas have
the power to shane the minds of men,

frene: Thoughts are ENERGIFS
then—and we all know that energy
cannot be dissipated. It must prod-
uce an effect. So that gives us some
tdea liow potent thoughts really are.

Hal: ['m going to tell you some-
thing that may sound a bit startling,
but it's true. Evervthing in the workd
—{rom atoms to the Universe itsell,
was ONCE A THOUGHT —Lor instance,
we are llmlIgllls—cuncmlml.

Ruth: You almost [righten me
—1 had no idea that my thoughts
were that important!

Tom: But why haven't we paid
tmore alteniinn  to  the power of
thoughts? After all. philosophers and
Teacliers have taught the importance
of them for ages. ['ve read a lot aliout
it, as many peeple have, hut it just




never penelrated. You know the Bibie
says: “As a man thinketh in his
heart, so is he,”

Hlal: 1t's probably hecause our
tendencies have heen cenlered more
on e material than on the spiritual
values. But the tide is beginning lo
turn.

Muth: Well, T think so0 oo,
There is 50 much goad in people and
yel we don’t seem to be able Lo get
along together—especially nations.

Bruce: That's probably due to
the selfish kind of nationalism peo-
ple are taught. What we need in the
world, it seetns to me, is maore of tlie
international allitude. You called it
Bratlierhood, Hal. ‘'hese serious dif-
ferences among nations are a direct
result of the “superior” feeling that
intense and selfish nationalism brings
about,

Hal: Well, vou know, when you
come right down 10 lacts, there is but
one Superior Race—and that is Hu-
MANITY,

Tom: Yes, amd there’s only one
Chosen People—the people of the
Farih,

frene: That certainly is true.
And  speaking of dillerences, or
points of disagreement — we even
have them in Tamilies! After all, we
are individuals aud are bhound to
think diflerently. But in a family,
for instance, in spite of diflerences
of opinien or viewpeiut, il is KIN-
s, the basic Jove of one for an-
other, that holds the family together,
And if only nations could realize the
essential UNITY and  BROTHERIIOOD
that binds us in a common bumani-
tv, it seems lo me that a greater sense
of justice, respansibility and con-
sideration would knit them together
g0 clesely that peace would be the
togical result.

Haol: Very well said, Trene.

Tom: Dut to get back 1o nations
again, lal, you said that everything
in the Universe is hased on law, or-
der, harmony, love and kindness. But
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will you tell me how it is possilile to
feel kindly toward a nation that deli-
herately upsels the harmony of the
world? A person [eels more like
hating it.

Hal: Let me tell you something
about hate, Tom. Anyone who hates,
generates a poison within himsell.
Literally and actually, rowson. 1 we
seud out thouglus of hatred into the
thought atmosphere of the world,
wE will be Uhe karmic sufierers from
that poison. latred is corresive and
destroys the spiritual, wental and
even physical, tissues of the hater.
We accomplish nothing with hatred.
Hate hreeds hate. Uf nations, or peo-
Me, need to he 1aught lessons—dis-
cipline and example will accomyplish
it—and Karmic Law,

Irene: Does the process of
Cause and Ffect, Action and Reac-
tion, go on forever? Won't there ever
he a time when we will be free of
hate, greed, envy, revenge and sul-
fering?

Hal: Well, right now we stamd
bewildered before the mysteries of
our own moking—and the riddies af
life that we refuse to solve. Bt once
we remove the blinders from our
cyes and fearlessly admit 1hat we
are the captain of our soul, the master
of our fate—individually, nationally
and cosmically, we will be awnkened,
And when this awakening happens,
the sway of Karman is altered. The
whole purpose of life takes a new
direction, and gradually constructive
causes are penerated which montry
the destructive effects. It is true that
we must meet the consequences 'of
our past lives, whether good or bail,
but we ean then meet them with
courage and understanding, and with
2 new Spiritual armor, We shouldn’t
fear karmic action—we should nLESS
it—hecause il awakens us and we be-
gin to grow spiritualiv. We can leamn
from everything. And when we are
actually LEARNING life’s lessons, we
are on the road to SELF-salvation.




INTERWOVEN PATTERN OF LIFE

VIRGINIA JEAN SMITH
“There is an imnost centre in ns all
Where truth abides in fullsess and—to konow
Rather consists in apening aut a way
Whenee the inprisoned splendor may escape.”

Try to picture in your mind an
interwoven pattern of threads in mul-
ti-colors. The threads in this pattern
are symbolic of each-one of us, our
living consciousness. FEach pattern
must have a designer and so it is with
this paitern of living consciousness,
There is a Designer, a Supreme De-
ing,

The many colors ol our patiern
represent seience, philosophy, relig
ion, and ethics. It is signilicant to
note that each of these is striving for
one basic thing, to lind the truth
within jtsell. 1t is very important
that these eolors blend. We, as ex-
amples of living consciousness, can.
nel get a[ong without any of these
colors,

When we stidy these lour main
hues we find that science is seeking
teatl through systematized and classi-
fied knowledge, philosephy through
ideas aud thouglis of individuals,
réligion through the practice of its
doctrines, and ethics through the
science of human dutjes,

Let us take science individually
and we will find within nature that
bhuman beings are brought much
closer together in the realization of
its beauty. We find strength and
harmony. Scientilically our human
forms follow a delinite patiern as
do the leaves of trees, the birds, and
plant life. We are one with each
other and with our Supreme Creator.

Philosophy, with its love of wis-
dom, seeks harmony and peace and
a unitary view of e whole. We are
all a part of the pattern and any
geod or evil we do to our brothers
has its effect on all, consequently af-
fects us in retiern. This is a very good

reason why we should try 1o develop
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—Robert Browning

an altruistic attitude. Reincarnation
has a fine point liere. for as we well
know, the good and the evil we have
done to others does not alwavs al.
fect us in this one life-zpan, and
there has 1o he some period when the
cause produces its elfect.

Relizion. seeking truth in the prac.
tice of its doctrines, shows thal,
whether we consider Boddhism, M-
hammedanisne. o Christianity as
practiced by the majority ol the peo-
ple of the eartls, their main beljef
lies in the idea that there is one
Supreme Being. and that basically
mankind is spiritual. This thought
lecomes vastly powerful in our lives
and brings us closer together.

Fihics, being the science of human
duties, presenis a piciure-pattern that
should not be overlooked, Through-
out this cartl most people are siriv-
ing to live peacefully and harmeni-
ously. Governmenls are trving to help
us hy enacting laws that protect and
bring us justice. International exposi-
tions have greatly contribuied to-
wards Dringing all men together in
a universal brotherhood. The Olym-
pic Games have also accomplished a
great deal in this ield. These projects
are teaching us to understand our
responsibilities lo our fellow men.

At times thiz whole patlern scems
eonfused, The threads weaken an:
break and must he mended aud re-
placed. Their colors fade or become
hrighter a1 different periods, but the
colors are vital to the threads, and
these chawges will continne to take
place uilil 1lse pattern and its colors
become interwoven with the Supreme
Being and all living consciousness
beconies one,
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THOUGHTS BY THE WAYSIDE

The Wayfarer had been sojourning

in the busy Marts of Men and had

heen agsociating with -many ol the

so-ciulled eadors nf Men. who relied

on  brass-bandedd  publicity, flam-
Loyant statements ad promises for
sellish apgrandizement. 1o atiract and
liold their many adiicrents.

Now the trek to the mountains had
hegun, in a scarch for Peace—liar-
mouny — Understanding, something
whiclh can abwavs be foumd in the
rarilind spiritnalized air of the high.
up places. Come to think of it the
uze of that word trek was not a hap-
py thought, and can be alibied on lo
the contaminating influence of the
lowlands, plus the aloresaid Leaders
af Alen, who so olten nze unhappy
similies, Suell was the Noslalgia
produced hy Urban Residence thal
the Wayfarer, in his urge for “un”
liad sleseended o low in the Way-
{avers’ standards that he was heing
whizzed along in an antemobile at
a speed Tar heyond the range of the
humble ox-cart that gave our South
Afrvican brothers that word trek.

Ruminating, as we whizzed alony,
over Lhe salient qualities that made
the ordinary Leaders of Men success-
[ul, the decision was forced that it
was all a matter of noise. It seemed
that the one who could shout the
Iowdest always had the greatest fol-
lowing. The one who could make the
most extravagant claims also seemed
ta have an edge on his rivals in \he
ficld. This broughl 10 nind the re-
membrance of having mel, in diller-
enl eities, no less than nive self-pro-

fessed represenlatives of the White

Brotherhood. Each one clained 10 he

the onLy

United States of this Brotherhood.

Nane of the self-accluimed nine in-

dividuals exemplified in face, de-

ineanor or actions, anylhing 1o sub.
stanliate their claims.
Such thoughts naturally gave birth

representative  in the.

t the question what is it then tha
cdistinguizlies u natural Leader Trom
the spurious variely? The answer
seemed to he it is the Achons and
re of the individual hat comms, It
is the cisimaeren of the individnal
concerned that is the matter of im-
porlance, and not the words uttered,
with their gecompaiiment of NISE.

Arriving a1t our mountain destina-

lion. Tor above the timher line, a
night's refreshing sleep hrought a
symbolic cleansing of mental debris,
Teightened by a slT ramble and
climb to an islriguing peak. Sitting
on u rock, Monaveh of all one could
FUTVEY, conhscivusness was turned in.
ward and illumination was searched
for. As always il vame, stimulated by
the puzzled thinking as to whal pos.
sible good all tlwse high mountain
penks could be, other than to Tur
nish chieerful roosting peints For cily
poisaned WaylTarers,

That utter silence, only 1o he found
on higl mowntain peaks, which seems
o comprise an uller negation of
soUNn in any Torm was presenl. As
well as this absence of sound. all
anima) and vegetable life was von-
existent. Only the mammeth rocks
and  disintegrared fragments from
them represented Nature; only Mine-
ral Atems were evolving in this par-
ticular ambient,

1t all seemed =0 ulile, so unneces-
sary and so glaringly lacking in sery.
ing any wseful or stimulating pur-
pose, olher than Lo the Mineral
Monads involved. This thought fur-
nished the key to the problem, s
Faowledge reminded the Waylarer
thal the Mincral-formed mountuin
had been pushed up from great
depths, where the mineral kingdom
iz Supreme. Moisture and {rost svaled
the suefaces and disiniegrated mine-
ral matter was washed down by the
melling snows. This mineral matler
eventually reaclied the lewlands,
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where it fertilized Dbrother Monads
evolving in the vegelable kingdom,
which in wrn tronsmuted the mineral
atoms, purcl} invrganic, into the
higher organic form of vegetable
substance. The thought about Snow
was a reminder that without high
and lofly mountains 10 calch the
snow and lold it in their icy embrace
until long after snow has disappeared
in the low]ands, then slowly to re-
lease their grasp and allow water to
run down the mountainsides to give
life to vegetation below. the latter
would dry up and waste away,

Already two great duties had been
found for the bare and desolate
mountain lop the Waylarer was sil-
ting on. Many more were found, but
the exciting part was that Tuner Con-
sciousness was literally shouling that
licre was the answer to the Leader
|nr0|)|c|n. This very mounigin was
one of Nalure's Leaders for 1he vepe-
table kingdom. and threugh that for
the animal and human knwdunm as
well. In uiter silence and distant iso-
lation, by merely HEING TILERE, it was
nmkiug possible what wonld other-
wise not be possible; namely life, as
we know it, on this planct. Fven lhe
Howling and Whirling Dervishes,
comprising the self-acclaimed
Leaders of the world. would noet he
alive and functioning without the aid
of mountains such as the one closen
by the Waylarer in an atlempt to et
as far away as passible from the
Marts of Men,

Then pouring throush the elarified
miml marched an endless procession
of Leaders of History; leaders in
the spiritual, menta! and material
realms ol carth-life. AlY of them with

one thing in common; a great part
of their Leadership was comprised
in just BEse treee, They, like the
mountains, towered aboyve the ordina

They umkcd mostly in silence,
often in exireme izolation from their
feliow-men, again like the mountain,
They acted as channels through which
the wisdom and knowledge of the
Ages could low to a wisdomAhirsty
world; the wisdom and knowledze
heing the counlerparl of the sanws
and raing that fell on the mountain.
Again, like the mountain,  these
Leaders withheld what came to them
from above, and ouly released il to
the world when the latter was in need
of ils minislralions.

These leaders newd no Blatant
Blithervings; their actions aml deeds,
with the results oltained, are their
enly claims to Leadershin. The con
cent is not new. Alahomel went fo
llle AMountains and so did that great
Leader, the man of Galilee, of hum-
bibe lalrlh antd position. ver stll the
Leader of millions, merely by the
INFLITENCE Teft heliingd, So it is that
essence of  Human  Leadeeship, in
any feld. is alwavs the INFLUENCE of
the Leader, much more than any
human words. Lincoln was an ugly.
ungainly lwlk of a man, with bl
limited mentality. In time of need
he proved 1o be one of lhe great
Leaders of the United States of
America. [le. himself, stated he was
onlv a channel,

Mowsi: In appraising the merits
of a LEapex, keep in mind the func-
tions of a mowntain.

And that’s Geological and Biologi.
cal Theosuphy!

The Wayfurer

Hotd § T

Mere brainamind acquaintance with Theosoplhic lext-hooks dues not
frove the genuine Theosophist, The genuine Theosophist is e who has love
for mankind in his heart, combined with a deep knowledge of the Theosophi-
and who carries these teachings into actual practice in his daily

cal teachings,

aflairs.—G. de Purucker, Messagrs to Conventions, p. 196,
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MUSINGS ON THE NEW YEAR’'S MORROW

,  BORIS DE ZIRKOFF
Freighted with pmential history, anather year of our Christian era is
being ushered in today. .

We miss a few familiar faces. No Christmas for them this time. True.
they are the least in need of it. They vanished from our sight, if not lrom
our hearts, in the steaming jungles of New Guinea, the burning sands of the
African desents, the licaving vasinesses of Lhe absymal oceans, on the fog-
drenched heaches of Normandy, and the hinod-sonked rubble that ence was
Furope; their youlthful hodies sacrificed to El Sabbaoth, the “Lord of Hosts,”
in the vain attempt to save the prevailing order from its fast-impending doom.
Our lieart goes oul to those who miss their presence, whose souls are chilled
with disappointment and stunned with sorrow which no posthumous citations
or beribhoned documents ean ever relieve. Muddy foxholes, tossing life-rafls
and blazing tank turvels filled with their loved ones must have haunted their
Christmas hours. We nffer them no milk-and-sugar consolation; but we hid
them to pause and think!

Swrfeited with commercialized Christmas, smothered with an avalanche
of presents, exhausted while making this “ihe greatest Christmas in history,”
the crowds have gone hack 10 mare familiar occupations — “making™ money,
“playing” politics, running after the ever-illusive “security” from the cradle
to the grave.

The old {nmiliar game is on again: the race for profits. the lurid greed
of entrenched selfishness, the arrogant audacity of mutual explaitation.
political chicanery and back-stage manipulation; public dislortion of most
issues, internalional “incidents,” lollowed in time by mass hypnosis through
clever slogans rtesulting in inass hysteria; a proud display of vindictive
pewer; an armed conlfliety the slaugliter of millions enslaved by war-lords
drunk on their own alleged glory; funds raised to kill and maim others;
the smashing of valued instilntions laboriously erected for human progress;
humiliation of a heaten foe; confused ellorts at general reconsiruction and
the rehabilitalion of a ruined generation of youth; fast.ebbing glory of
medals and ribbens and promotions — satiety for a brief period of time, only
o be followed by the recurrence of the chronic virulent Tever, with some new
name and a more gandy label . ...

This s the Twentieth Century, the high-season of our Christian era. Will
there ever he a Twenty-First?

L] * *

Saddened and perplexed, our thoughts go ramhling through hygone cen-
turies, brim-full of azzressions, revolutions, religious persecution and binad-
shed, back 1o the distant times when the Prince of Peace — symbol of our
Christmas season — walked this earth and taught .. .. There comes an echo
of the Master's teachings, spiralling through the corridors of time. ...

“Dlessed are the merciful: for they shall olitain merey . .. Blessed
are the peacemalkers: for they sholl be culled the children of Gad ...
Rlessed are ye when men shall ravile you, and persecute you .., Thou
shalt not J:;;'H v ox For all they that take the siword shall perish with the
sward ., .

.. .. But Hypatia’s flesh is torn from her hones hy the monks of Cyril . ...
Clarlemagne belicads five thousand at the hidding of Pope Stephen TIF;
then is crowned ‘“the most yious Augustus™. ... thirty thousand Albigenses
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massacred under Iunocent 1L, ... three thousand Vaudeis suffocated in a
cavern by the papal legate .. .. a hundred thousand Imirnt and tortured in the
atitos-du-fo of Torquemada’s Inquisition . ... (ilty thonsand puat 1o the swond
in the Netherlands by Charles V.. ..a wmillion of the Huguenots killed or
sent o the galleys . ... [anatical Calvinists vying in cruelty with their lu'ede-
eessors ... 1he Reformed Church burning thousands Tor “witcheralft” .. ..
pralitical conilicts tigltly interwoven with religious Ligutry laying waste to
Furope . ...

“Nut wait, wait ... Whis is past history.” we hear somebody say, “we have
feft all of 1his far behind.,” Have we? Tlie answer lies in Spain, the Spain
of vesterday and of today....

The chronicles belie the lofty message of the RMaster. 11 justilies no sacial
order based vpon the insane idea that human problems can ever he solved
by armed conllict, or the coercion of weaker wills to stronger ones tempor-
arily victorious. By what diabolical wwist of hnman minds can so.called
“religion” have ever been brought inte this picture, and vsed as a mallet 10
achieve secnbar pawer and material advantage? No civilization of this kind
can claim for itzelf the name of “Chyistian.” if it i= to mean the lofly pre-
cepts of the Sermon ou the Mount. No juvading armies anid navies, no muni-
tion faclories and no bombers. can eser he or become, no matier what the
perversion of our minds, symbols of o Christian erder. They are the im-
hodiment of the powers ol darkness and the revilers and slayers of the
spiritual message of Jesus of Nazareth.

Ll

“Yo hare heard that it hoth been said, An eye far an eye, and o
tooth for a tooth:

“fint 1 tay anto you. That ve resist not eril: but whosaerver shall
smite thee on thy right eheele, turn to im the ather alto ...

“Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thon shalt love thy neigh-
bour and hate thine enemy,

“But I say unto you, Lore yonr enemies, bless them that curse you,
do good 1o them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully
use you, ard persecute Yor o ..

“Iudge not, thot ye e not judped.

“For toith what judgment ye judpe. yo shall be judgedc and with
what measnre ye mete, it shall be measured to you aguin.”

Instead, we have built an order which for cemturies ou end has engaged in
svatematic and planned revenge for offenses true end imoginary, War Uriin-
inals of every nation have been judged and condemned by men whose allexed
ennw-white virtue consisted mainly in the {act that their side had been hetrer
erquipped with all sorts of murderous weapons and had woi, Hosw many of
them have asked themselves whether they may not have heen in coine way
responsible for Whe production of the crop of international criminals which
have appeared from time to time on the scene of history? True guilt and
responsibility might be found in strange and unexpected places were we able
to raize for a moment the Veil of Nature and beliold the intsicate web of
Karman at work!

“Take heed that ye do nal your alms hefore men, to be seen of
them ..

“But when thon doest alms, et uot thy left hand krote what thy
right hand doeth ..,

“And when thou pravest. thou shalt wot e as the hypoerites are:
Jor they lave to pray standing in the synagegnes and in the corners of
the streets, thet they may be seen of men. Verily T aay unto yonu, They
have their reward.
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“But thou, when thon pravest, enter inte thy closet, and when thou
hant shet thy door, pray te thy Fother wwhich in in secrety and thy
Father which seeth in secret shall rewcard thee opendy.

“But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen Jdo: for
they think that they shall be hvard for their much speaking ... "

The only logically consistent deduetion frem this would be: dismount
the gorgeous cathedrals erected only 100 often on money extorted from igno-
rant and superstitious people under threat of hell-lire and damnation; turn
them into hostelries; abulish the ecclesiastical hierarchies; sell the property
of the Churches 10 feed the lingry, and clothe the naked wretchedness of
homeless multitudes in every lond; and put an end, once for all, to the sanc-
timonious hypoerisy with which the message of the Master has heen trampled

under fool,
" =® L] *

. The imperative need of the moment is to re-awaken the dorinant Con-
science of the liuman race.

Whe ean do it? We ask, wHo can noar?

Organized religion, with its record of hloodshed and obscurantism. is
powerless o bring it abhowl.  Inspite of many sincere and well-meaning
souls within their ranks all over the world, mast Churches eannot eraze the
annals of Lheir own history, aud stand diseredited in the eyes of liberal, hu-
manitarian, and free-thinking people. As a regenerative foree, or a spiritual
rallying-point, they are largely impotent, hecause the spirit of 1he original
message has heen entombed under piles of masonry and theclogical in-
crustations. The Church knows it 1o0.

When recently some 100 clergymen were asked the explosive query:
“What is wrong with the Christian Church today?”, some frank disclosures
were made by progressive minds,

Said The Hev. Frank S. Persons 1, Bastrop, La.; Church people “are
worshippers of archaic palterns of thought, We have erected 1emples of the
mind and enthroued on their aliars certain handed-down ideas which we are
as afraid to displace as any African tribesman his equally homemade and
static wooden gods.” Said Rev. Fugene Smathers, Big Lick. Tenn.: “The
greatest weskness of the clurch is ils institutional self-centeredness. ...
secking 1o save ils own life instead of Josing its life in the service of men.
it is gradually hecoming impotent.” Said The Rev. William E. Hoach, Rad-
ford, Va.: “Ignorance is one of the greatest sins of the church....Many
of vur ministers are 100 years hehind the times....They are preaching
a personalized sort of rigliteousness which is. ... not Christianity.”

And while arold Ebrensperger, Fditor, Motive, Nashville, Tenn., thinks
that churcli leaders “are oflentimes goad Lecause they haven’l the courage to
be bad,” and that “ihey are masters of minar talents and the champions
of inconsequential virtues,” Nick Comfort, Dean of Oklahoma School of
Religion. states that many religious leaders “are waiting for Jesus to come
and put an end 1o the whole damned mess. When that happens they expect
to be on the jolb (o sing the doxology....”

If additional proofs were needed of the irreconcilable conflict hetween
the teachings of the Master Jesus and the actions of organized Christianity.
the recent world-tragedy has provided them by the thousands. ‘True 1o their
long-established alliance, both war-lords and clergy have invoked the bless-
ings of the Almighty upon hoth sides of the contending forces, armed to
their teeth with the hest weapons that Science could produce. With a few
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notable exceptions. Churches have sung the praises of viclorious armies,
alten upon the very siles of the most suvage devastation in history. In sev.
eral notoricus cases, they have condoned military aggression and vielence.

The teachings of Jesus proscribe every type of killing; they exhort us
to seek the belterment of all men, In true Christianity war is wholly un.
justifable and wnconditionally condemned. This the Cliurches have either
forgotten or have hidden mder a network of casuistry. A “Christian™ nation
engaging in war gives the mockery to its symbols, ils seriptures, ils precepts,
and to the lives of its truly saintly men and women who are a challenge
1o all parochial bigotry. Let us remind ourselves of the wise words of
Willimy Quan Judge (The Path, July, 1893) :

“Very carefully refrain From confusing Christianity with The religion of Jesus,
The laiter is not the former, inasmuch os Christionily {s split up into over threa hun-
dred different sects, wherein Jesus had but one doctrine.

"Pay the highest respect lo the sermons af Jesus, from the remembrance of lhe
foct that in bis discourses he but gave farth once ogain the ofd docirine taught 1o
him by the oncient Theotophists of whom he was o disciple.

*Da not make the blunder of mistaking the glitler of our civilization for Vrue
progress. Weigh fine houses, good clothes, mechanical devices, and unjversal suf-
frage ogainst the povarty, misery, vice, crime, and ignoronce which go wilh He
former hefore you conclude what is the best civilization.”

»* * »

Modern Science dues not fare much better than organized religion. Scien-
tific research, exploited hy political and mililary pressure-groups for pur-
poses of power through human desivaction. has become a slave in ils own
realn, dethroned {rom its kingly seal by vested interests. vving lor suprem-
acy. Despite the sincerity of ainany sciemtisis, and their sellfess dedication to
the pursuit of kuowledge, Science has heen pollited at it fountain-head,
beeanse hundreds of scientific minds have allowed Mliemselves to hecome
pawns in the hands of unscrupulous ringdeaders whose abjectives are to
misuse the magnificent advances of Science for rutldess warfare and power-
politics. This is being gradually realized by scientists awakening from the
recent nightmare. Tougli-ininded, realistic Dr. J. Robert (ppenheimer. of
the atomic homb researel. recenily said: “By our works we are commilted
....to a world united hefore this common peril ... . What happened dur-
ing the war....was not science, and itz whole spirit was one of [ranlic
and rather ruthless exploitation of the known; it was not that of the sober,
modest attempt to penetrate the unknown.”

Modern Science could have been the High Priestess of Knowledge, the
Hieraphant of Truth, if its researches had been coupled with, and upheld by,
the highest ethical standards of universal human wellare and good-will. As
it is, Science has hecome far more of a danger Lo the homan race than o
Llessing, and thoughtful men everywlhere are wondering today whether more
af science might not bring about the cataclysmtie extinclion of civilization
itse)f. Debased. inspite of the better judgment of many a scientist, forced
10 serve nationalistic cliques and ideological structures, modern Science has
lost the power 1o sway the conseience of the peaple, and must of necessily
cleanse its own Augean Stables hefore it can hope to become a constructive
power in the collective life of the world.

1€ we turn to Philosophy, the picture is no less dismal. 1t has often been
asked: “Ilas the Occident a Philosoply?” Personally. we dn not know of
anv. Here and there. through the history of Oecidental civilization, profound
minds have appearcd and have delivered their spiritnally regeneralive mes
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sage. Dut the overall materialism of most Occidental philosophical works
was nol conducive to the founding of any enduring school of thought 10 he
successlully compared with those of Greece, Hindusthin or China. As 1o
the puerile babblings of presentdlay psychology — with the nolable excep-
tion of Jung — and the conflicling oracles of itinerant rabble-rousers and
garrulous psychic addicts, few will mistake these for the spiritual message
of a New Fira,

“But of conrse we hiave the modern Theosophical Movement,” some people
will say. Yes, we have. No informed individual, observant of the many
changes What have occurred in Occidental thinking, will fail te credit mueh
of it to the wide-spread influence of genuine theosophical literature. and
nmainly to the works and activities of llelena Petrovna Blavatsky. ‘The im-
pressfon produced by her encyelopaedic writings has become a lasting one.
even when least acknidwledged. The numerous editions of her works which
have sold o1t are a testimony to the {act that thousands of people have con-
tacled and heen in one manner or another influenced by them. Wiiness the
theoretical speculations of vur most advanced scientists.

Towever, our own individual love for, and dedication 10, the noble ob-
jectives of the Theosophical Movement. cannot prevent us from realizing.
with considerable sorrow, that organized Theosophy in gll its many ramifi-
cations, does not constitute, througll the mouihpiece of its votaries or the
living example of their lives, that dynamic challenge 10 the broad masses
of the peaple which could rouse them from their ethical lethargy. The main
reason for this is the ohvious fact that most of the expounders of modern
Theasophy are {ar from being [ree of the mental inhibitions and psycho.
lagical moulds which their own great teacher, H. 1. Blavatsky, labored suo
lard to break down.

Ounly a man of deliberately wrong intentions and of closed mind will

‘read into these words a wholesale condemnation of present-day Thensophical

students and Theosophical communities, The heantiful self-sacrificing lives
of many of them are nol ignored; the devoted elforts of some of them are
not distegarded; no aspersions are cast upon their aspirations. their ander-
standing, or their work. But cold facts must be faced realistically, in this
our “Alomic” age when worlds of opportunity lie hidden in every moment
of time, and the vastly accelerated aspeed of evalulionary changes places
added responsibility upon all of us. And it is precisely against the back-
ground of these great and irrevocable changes that certain deductions might
be establisled.,

The modern organized Theosophical Movement. whatever its lahel or
organizational doctrines. must pavse on the threshold of the New Fra and
regenerale itself from the uulimited potential of its spiritual sanrce. N is
imperative 1o develap witlin our rather thin ranks a deeper licart-feeling
for the suflerings of the human race. Cold intellectuatism. worldly indif-
ference and unawareness nust give wav o an intense sympathy with the
souls of men. The isalaled pedestal of self-attainment at the expense of
avoiding ties with a polluted and troubled world of men must Le shattered.
Tle original purpose of tlie Movement must he revived. There must arise a
burning desire on the part of the many to disseminate far and wide the an-
cient teachings. with an enthusiasm born of profound conviction and un-
hampered hy the inhibitions of personalities, Unless we become reborn in
our awn ellorts to five Theosophy, the eyclical work of the great Teachers
will proceed inta the new requirements of the changing era under some other
one ol ils Prolean wianifestations. As pointed out by our late Teacher,
(. de Purucker;
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"The destiny of the world doe: not lia in the honds of men who are salf
satisfied with their self-suffictencies, who ore so proud of their houghty isslation
that they siond apart and will not even ohey the dictates of tha conicience within
them nor the sublime precepts of Brotherhood and froterns) peare. ... Every The-
osophicol Movement in the past has had to face the possing over inla @ Mew Ero.
Some hove foiled because they wers satisfied with what they had; satisfied that the
revelation given wos complete ond perfect unto the next Messlah who should come
a! ome indefinite time in Yhe fulure, and neglected the duty of tha mement, which
waos keeping the mind Nluid, the heart worm with brotherly love, and therefore the
avoidunce of crysiollization: churchlsm. Churches are always the donger of a move-
ment like oues, churches which are brovght abou) by self-salisfaction, with o feeling
that "We have the truth’ — yuapicious of cur fellow-men, ofroid to receive Iruth from
o brother, bacouse, forsooth, eur own opinion is so grea! that our inferpretfafion and
tronslotion of what we already have Is 1o profound and so perfect thal even «

brother may not know o little more thon wel

*This last iy the spiril of a sect, the spirit of the church, and we must not allow
it in the Theosophical Soclety; For if we do, then we betome but another sech,
another Thepsophical foflure; ond we shall deserve the fale that Haoture hay in
store for all failures,...Growlh tomes from the feeling thut we can learn mare
«v.. Growth comes from the rendiness to receive more light ot any time . .. Growih
comes from keeping the mind plostic, the heart warm with the Jove whicth Nows 1o
vs alwoys from the Heort of the Universe.” [(Mestoges to Convenlions, pp. 75.76.)

Whatever may be the relative value in this age ol religio-philosophical
organizations. nothing short of a caollective etlical regenerativn on a large
if wot a global scale can ever restore the frayed and thread-bare dignity
of Man. We must go hack to the essentials of decency, the imperious man-
dales of the Soul, and place a curh upon the inordinate and selfish fusts of
our brains, athirst for power. conmyuest. and the imagined seenrity of mate-
rial possessions. The inlangible avalanche known as progress is sweeping
all vur false gods away, exposing our shas, tearing the vetl of cur hypo-
crisies, uncovering out spiritual nzkedness, and the shallowness of our
lives. Nothing short of a willing return lo the principles of noble living can
solve pur perplexing international entanglements and individual confusions,

These principles have heen known for nges. They are neither new nor
far-fetched. Their universality hespeaks the global nature of the Ancient
Wisdam. Open the Upanishads of ancient India, her Gitd. hier Prdas; sean
the pages of the Dhammapuda and the Sutras of the Buddhist world; punder
over the precepts of the Sermon on the Mount; survey Confucian ethies;
lovk into the Book of the Dead or the {nscriptions of King Asoka, or the
Triads of the Druids. or the Meditations of Marcus Aurelius; make friends
with Plato and Plotinus, with Thomas & Kempis and Meister Eckhart, with
Jolm Tauler and St. Bernard de Clairvaux; discover I'ascal and Tagore,
Emerson and Thoreau, Tolstoy and Khalil Gibran; and you will realize that,
whether high initiate or devoted disciple, whether aspiring mystic or but
seeker after Truth, their idenlical message stands as an indlictment of all our
modern iniquities, our arrogant coneeit, our pride, onr entrenclied egotism,
They speak the language of the undying dignily of Man, aud proclaim the
Gospel of trinmphant living,
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IS SUICIDE EVER JUSTIFIABLE?

IRENE R, PONSONBY

Cases of suicide and sudden death
as a result of accident are so pre-

-valent today that the unthinking may

look upon them as commonplaces.
L is wise, therefore, for the theoso-
phist to keep clearly in his mind the
teachings about the results of such
deviations [rom the normal and or-
derly processes of Nature,

Man, the hwmaii being or Earth-
child, and his cycle of evolution con.
sisting of an inearnation on Farth
and a period spent in other spheres,
may be likened to a revolving pen-
dulum one sees in gome clocks. The
revolving pendulum may represent the
human life wave, or humanity, and
a given =pot on the disk an Farth-
child or reincarnating ego, following
the rhythmic repetition of activity
and rest—activily on Earth and rest
in the other spheres or worlds in-
visible. Birth and death then may be
the points en the left and right sides
of the clock front whiclh the given
spot on the revolving disk passes at
certain intervals.

If the viewpoint of ane watching
the cireling pendubuin be to one side
of the elock, the given spot on the
disk will be out of =ight longer than
it is in the line of vision, ancther
true similarity or analogy to the
time element in a cycle of evolution.

With this simile clearly pictured,
it will be understood why any event
that interrupts or hreaks the smooth
thythmic movement of the cycle is a
deviation from tlie normal, an abrupt
and sudden termination for the time
at least of the process of evolution.

- It has bLeen =aid that evolution is
for the purpnses of the soul. This
may be amplified by stating partic-
ularly for the purpose of the lruman
soul, the Earth-child. For it every
incarnation on Farth i= a vital op-
portunity for advancement, growth.
Therelore every event that challenges
the soul in any such lifelime is a
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crucial testing point, ene in which
llle “'IIUIE Cllfll'ﬂclﬂr 0[ 'he man i.q
weighed and measured. Success
proves the soul to he stronz and
true, failure means inherent weak-
ness. 1t also means that the test will
inevitably have 1o he taken againg
and i {ailure in this life to meet
the issue led to suietde, the very
character of the individual may he
so allected as to make the similar
siluation in a Tuture life harder than
belore 1o surmount,

In the case of the suicide. the in-
dividual deliberately cuts short his
span of life on Farth. In order to
escape what he dislikes or has nnt
the courage o face he pils his wil-
ful ignorance against the coordinated
and ceoperaling forces of the Uni-
verse—lhe rhythmie circling pendu-
lum~—and suaps the link with his
physical bodvy, the vehicle of his
progress on Larth. Has he escaped
anything? He lias destroyed only
his physical bodv: all the penl-up
mental and psychological farces con-
tered in him renain intensified bhe.
cause denied material expression
threngh the plivsical brair and senses,
e is the victim and at the merey of
these forces now, Is it likely that the
state he so precipitately enters will
be less distasteful than the oue he
souglu blindly to escape? No: it is
far worse,

In the case of death frem natural
causes. the Earth-child falls into a
eandition of complete unconscions-
ness aller the ceosciousness reviews
the panorama of the life evele just
ended. This unconsciousness lasts for
an iwdelinite time. after which the
excarnate entity slips inle a more
or less conscious state of realization
in the desire world or Kima-loka.
This period is followed Ly the sce-
ond death when the lower psveha-
vital body t=s left just as the gphysiceal
hody was discarded. Then the higher




spiritualized mind consciousness or
reincarnating ego paszes to the dream
stale of the Land ol the Guds or
Devachan,

In sudden death as a result of an
apparent accident—apparent because
in realily there are no accidenls—
the complete unconscinusness fol-
lowing plysical deatl is prolonged
uelil the time the natural termina-
tion of the vietim’s life span arrives.
Then the excarnate entity passes into
the desire warld and [ollows the same
processes outlined in the case of natu-
ral deatlt.

The case of the suicide is very
different. Nature's orderly aud traly
conipassionale  processes have been
frustrated and confounded and the
consequences are dire. The impres-
cion left hy the panorama of the
life just closed on the excarnate en-
tity sp rudely bereft of its physical
body i= dominated by the violent clos-
ing act and alter the initial period
ol complele unconsciousness the on-
tity vouscs to an unrelieved and end-
less niglumare in which ils conscious-
ness whirls in reiterated repetition
throuel the stales of mwind and e
events of its suicidal ael.

Since the motives leading to sui-
cide differ in that the reasans, the
canses, are more or less selfish, so
specilically some suicides” after-death
stales are worse than others. And this
dreadful condilion of things must
conlinue wntil the time the suicide
would have died naturally. Then the

excarnate enlily will follow the stages
through the desire world and second
death to the dream state of Devachan.

fn all the cases discussed e de-
gree ol conscionsness in the desire
world and the quality of the dream
gtate in the Land of the Gods dilfer
with the particutar characler of the
individual as he lived Lis Farth ey-
cle. The man of markedly material
ambitions and undisciplined cravings
will have a very uncomforiable time
in Kima-loka. Tlis will he a state
similar to a series of horrible night-
marcs.

O the other hand, the high-minded,
aspiring individual will slip through
the slages preveding Devachan with
litde or no discomlort and his dreams
will be as commensurately more re-
warding as the materialist's will be
meager and impotent while in Deva-
chan.

Finally, to return to the simile of
the pendulum: its rhythmie sweep
continues and with the dawn of an-
other cycle of Earth life, the rein-
carnating ego or Fartl-child will
take its place once more on the re-
volving disk and passing the point
of birth on Earth will have a new
opportunity lo learn, to grow greater:
o strenglhen the wenkiesses, and to
turn the failures of the past into
fulure successes, .

These are some of e feachings
the Theosophist has received from
those who know whereof l]l.t‘.j’ leach,

“And let no one tmagine that it is a mere lancy, \he attaching of im-.

poriance to the birth of the year. The earth passes through ils delinite phases
and man with it; and as a day can be colored so cun the year. The astral
life of the earth is young and strong between Chiristmas and Faster, Those
who form their wishes now will have added strength te TulGIl them con-

sistently.”

H. P. Blavatsky, vuaren (London}, Vol. I, January, 1888
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SEEKING FUNDAMENTALS

JUAN CEVANU

It is said that everyone lives in the
individual consciousness where he is
by reason of Karman and evolution,
and that conzsequently no twe people
think alike; this places them wliere
tliey find themselves at any given
moment in time. This line of thought

has the appeal of logic, hut dv we.

carry it to its legical conclusions?
We zo out and seek o convert others
lo our way of thinking. Our attemynt
is mativated by lofty ideals, as we
see them ; but our ideas and ideals do
not necessarily fit others. Sinee each
one can think, helieve, and know only
in his own mind, the (Juest aud the
Answer to itz call, are always in-
dividual problems, If we are in a
group of individuals thinking along
the same lines, similarly atluned as
we say, we may feel encouraged and
henefit une from another, hut allow-
anee must he made for the Tact that
tomorrow our thoughts mav have
changed, and even our objective ap-
pears in a dillerent light.

Spirit aid matter are perceived as
duality in the world of manifesiation,
though e new Goddess Science has
proclaimed the ethereality of ap-
parent solidity, resolving malter inlo
seeming nothingness. And do we not
profess the (meness of All beyond
the realm of assumed duality; the
indivisthility of the seeming mani-
feld? For just ns light rays are part
of light indivisible in essence, so is
Life indivisible in esseuce and with-
out dualitv. Duality enters with mani-
lestation. By knowing the illusion of
the perceived, duality is overcome.

1t is proclaimed that we are rays
of the Eternal Flane, Can we sepa-
rate the rav [rom its source? Either
we are that God-Ilame or we are
nothing. Let us realize this Oneness
and be aware that nothing can be,
oulzide the Lizht that is everlasting.
We willingly admit the limijtations

1t

of our physical senses, But do we
truly realize that by our habitval
rebiance upon these senses we are
presented only with distorled views,
upon which we proceed 1o build even
more ertoneaus conceplions as to
what constitutes the world aronml
us? We allirm that the Christos dwells
within each human heart. that under-
standing must come from witliin, bey-
ond the physical senses which must
be transcended. Yet we continue
building npen laman perceplions of
what seems 1o be. We say that we
must learn to recognize the God
speaking through the eves of our
Lrother men. But du we know how?
Do we realize that we mnst sitence
the zenze perceptions in arder o dn
so? Do we recognize that what we
gee is nol the man, hot-an impression
upen the physical irstrument of =ight
wrongly imterpreted? We say these
things. reengnizing Truth as fram
afar. We accept them; hut do we
really know? :
Thinking. believing. knosing arc
gradations in the working of mind
throngli man, That mind inlluences
matler no one can deny. The possi-
bility of an imwmediate reaclion of
matter to mind science ne longer can
ignore. Simple examples of physio-
logical reactions lo thought pro-
cesses anvone can recall, such as the
rushing of hlood to the surface, as
in blushing, or the reverse in case of
stifliug fear, the effect of anzer upon
digestive proeesses, the plysiological
effects of worry and anxietv. Dr,
Alexis Carrel who became a devout
Catholic aflter witnessing the mira-
culous cures at Lourdes, and who by
the same token might have hbecome
a Christian Seientist or Aletaphysieal
Student, in his hook Man the Un-
known reproaches medical science lor
its indillerence towards spiritnal
values and mental processes, which
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had become so obvious 1o him. Forces
nat imposed from without, as in the
case of snggeslicn, liypnolism or even
in the form of allirmative anto-sug-
gestion, as tanght by Coué and others,
Lt as an awareness by Lhe individ-
unal; a slate of consciousness which
illumines {rom within without.

To illustrate the gradations of the
warkings of consciousness referred
to as thinking, believing and know-
ing, lel us lake the simple example
of the sugar pill. When the patient
thinks the assumed renwedy is poing
to help him, it may well do so. Il he
stronglv believes the =ame, the ex-
pected resull is most likely to occur.
Bt to what we knew there exists no
alternative. There is therefore a mark-
o dilterence involved; a thought can
he implanted, a belief may be arous-
ed to an extent—hut only the in-
dividual himself can know. Psyclo-
logists probing into the workings of
the brain mind will forever fail to
solve the mystery. The answer lies not
i man but in the universality of
mind.

It is in the mind that all things
exist and lave their being. Deing is
a slate of conscionsness, nat a place
or a fovm, but the timeless, space-
less, formiless Oune. OfF these things
we can know. It remains with the in.
dividual to reach 1hat state of know-
ing heyond a shadow of a douht,
Such knowledge has heen called wis.
dom. Thus to know, is to be.

Are the things we in our phile-
soplies profess and proclaim reali-
ties to us? IM so, vur lives must show
Torth the love of 1his wider under-
standing, the radiance of a greater
perception. Our lives will be changed
accordingly,

Men will stand in happy silence
within the radiance of a living ex-
ample of the law. Then words bhe-
coine unnecessary, for it is not what
we say, bul what we are that speaks
unto others.

How can we share with others
what we do not possess ouraclves?
We may repeat the words, the sounds

of a song, but the song does not live
il it finds no relleetion in us. There
is no beauty for the individual whe
_does nol recognize it. There is no
love if man does not kuow love.
And how do we know? Not hy feel-
ing, not by touch, or sight or hearing,
nor by means of any of the senses
we have recognized as being limited.
We say we must test values by their
universalily; we cannol measure the
gredter with the smaller, for we can-
not multiply to infinitude. We must
deal wilth what is universally shared
by all. We know that we share in
consciousness, wlimited by man-
made lime and measared space. Thus
we musl turn Lo miml, not in the
sense of human intelleet, bur Mind
as a universal principle. This is
sound philosophy under any name
and without label. The answer 1o the
Quest fies wilthin man himself; the
way for him is his way. Words can-
not convey nor reveal the innermost
of our Being that 15, And the only
voice man can hear in his lLeart is
the soundless voice of the silence.
The Egyptians did not ecall ihe
physical body a principle but com-
pared it to a many-mouthed vase
through which Life {lows forth as
through a channel. Perhaps we might
recall a mirror. The vision is not in
the mirror, but the mirror rellects
the vision; it may be seen distorted,
it may be seen true, hut the image
is untouched by our perception.
Let us seek Tundamentals apant
from the speculative thought ahow
the particular; we cannol hreak the

melds of mind by making new ones. -

When we find fundamentals we may
begin to build a structure of our
own, to house the individual who
within himself contains the All
What can there he outzide of man
that he does not already contain,
when he truly knows himsell as »
Ray of that Light Everlasting. When
this thought hecomes knowledge,
there is no shadow nor turning. The
projected hecomes the prejector, Man

the Creator of his own world.
12
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VIBRATIONAL BASES OF CHARACTER

T. MARRIOTIT

Analysis of human character is a
very compliceted matter and leads to
speculations of a recondile nature,
To understand character in its full-
ness it is necessary to study a long
line of causes far heyond our persen-
al knowledge, and which can only
he sensed with any degree of certi-
tude by taking inlo account the hasic
teachings of Theosophy wilth regard
to the Divine natitre of our origin and
the intermediate embodiments
through vast periods of time,

With our present knowledge and
senses it ig impossible to wnderstand
or realize more than the outline of
cosmic processes, but it is possible
to fellow some of them in a logical
manner and to speculate further in
erder to fill in gaps in the teachings
and appreach to a complete whole.

There is a basic dillerence in peo-
ple which does not scem due entirely
to such nossible experiences as they
must have undergone during acons
of time, which suzgests Lhat there
are hierarchies of entities, now
liuman, which have had different
origins. The nossibility occurs that
in the unfoldment of egoity in 1he
far distant past hoslz of monads in
several waves of evolution have heen
attached to and heen of the nalure
of the various planets of our solar
systemn, This possibility, if a fae,
would account for certain basie dif-
ferences in the characler of people,
and is confirmed to an extent hy
astrological readings of the nallﬂl\,
especially if the [act be borne in
mind that the entity unfolds its nature
by magnetie attraclions and on varied
lines aceording o its nature.

The dual inlluences of all the
planets are clearly evident in most
people, and in the main there is
always one dominant influence which
modifies all the others. It is a point
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of gzpeculative interest that each enli-
ty may belong to, and be a direct
child of, a planet through a lioug
series of lives, and that there may be
a =equence through the plancts of
each Solar life, from the parent Sun
until its final return as a [ully con-
scious omuiscient Solar Divinity,

The Divine spark inhering in every
entity would be celored by The quali-
ties of the particular planet lo which
it belonged. while at the same lime
it would lhave the qualities of other
planets in a sub-active condition. By
analogy one can see that juxtaposi-
lion of entities with the epposite ten-
dencies of the dual aspects, as alzo nf
those ouwt of sequential harmony,
would cause disturbance hy their
vibrational rates being dissimilar.

The above considerations can le
postulated to have occurred in vary-
ing degrees over the vast age of
humanity on this planet; witlh the
individual or collective group-kar-
man earriedd over {rom the AMoon,
it would make possible the mmany
dillerences in individual evolution.

So far as we are concerned in the
present life, a knowledgze of onr
l=|1ecial characteristic planetary
groupings might be of great benelit
il used \\lqel\' for IIIOIIQII most of
our circumstances are vet bevond our
direct control, 1o a small exient we
can exert the volition we possess and
apply it undersiandingly.

Personal frictions and dishar-
monies have a ralional explanation,
even though due to persenal karman;
lines of elfort might be indicaled
which would obviate toss of energy
i atteinpting the impossible; the
seauences ol action neceszary to re-
solve discords inte harmony shoald
Tollow, and therealter progress wonld
occur sponmtaneously along the lines
of least resistance.




THOUGHTS BY THE WAYSIDE

Welcome the New Cycle, everyone!

Cycles are man-made, as well as
God-made. The man-made variety
are quite potent, providing a large
number of people respect and obey
them. The New Year just opening,
helongs to the man-made variety, as
the natural annual ecycle hegins on
the twenty-second of December, the
Winter Solstice.

As the Sun hegius its annual pil-
grimage toward the North on the
twenty-second of llcecember. an ac-
tnal New Cycle is established by
nalural law. The sun now journeys
notthward instead of =southward in
the lieavens. The ancient peoples of
all climes considered the movements
of he slars and planets, lheir con-
junctious and changes as merely in.
dicaling chianges of lime on the great
Cosmic Clock, Turnished by the Uni-
verses, Aceording lo them, the Spirit
ual Intelligences who guide and try
te control the Universes use this Cos.
mic Clock, just as you and [ would
use an alarm clock. Movements of
stars and planets indicated the inter-
vals when =ome Spiritual  Intelli-
zences went ofl duty and others came
on duty. The inflluences radiated
througheut the Universes, or any sub-
section of one of them, dilfered ac-
cording 1o the particular Spiritual
Intelligence on duty at the time.
Looked at in this wuy Astrology takes
on a different meaning, and astrenc-

mical Movements became important. .

The Pagan Testival deneting this
Winter Solstice change is now com-
bhined with the Christmas TFestival,
and the New Year has been placed
shortly alter that. On this account
the Resolutions and Vows formerly
made on the twenty-first and twenty-
second of December are wow cus
tomarily made on the man-made an-
niversury of the first of Jannary. The
Wise Ones will utilize the days he.
tween the twenly-first of December
and the first of January for repeat

ing their vows and resolutions. Then
they will partake of all the benefits
of hoth the natural and artificial an-
niversaries.

We are accustomed Lo langh at the
idea of there leing any potency
in making New Yuir's Resolutions.
However, in Union there is always
Strength. The mere fact that cown-
less thousands of people are think.
ing along the same line on January
the flirst, makes the solulion of your
problems just that much easier. The
great power of thought is just he-
ginning to he understood. Many are
realizing that mMan actually has o
creative power within Lim, when he
has the power of thiuking. The mere
fact thai Blan can create with his
mind, is conclusive prool of his Di-
vine lleritage from the Gods. wherein
lies the Creative Ability. The crea-
tion of a telephane dilters in degree
etly from the erention of a Universe,

All the various Cycles affect ani-
mal and vegetable life only as far
as instinctive rtoutines can slowly
e altered by environment conditions,
However, with Man it is different, as
lis God-given power of thought al.
lows him 1o work in unison with lis
kind and thereby increase the polency
of his own individual theuglis, Cus.
tom comes inlo it a great deal. Just
thiuk low niany people go out on
New Year's Fve anid get drunk, while
they do not do so on any other dale,
That is what eustom can do for us
on lhe wrong side, Ti is just as easy
1o eslablish good customs, and a very
excellend time to do so is Dhetween
the twenty-second of December and
the first of January. Tt could be a
very {lappy World for ever, il all
the penple just wanted to make it 2o,
It only needs concerted aclion lo
bring it abouwt.

moiar: The Wise Man picks his
time for Creative Elfort.

Aud that’s Cyclic Theosophy.
The Wayfarer.

1 HM S M vrmnc

- o o o o w e——— e

- m m o Em Em E W M o  E E m m Em E AN o m m

- M R m o om e mom owm m

- -
o -

-

-

m m W m mm mt




A THEOSOPHIST —

A REPRESENTATIVE

Jan H. Yenenm
President, Netherfundish Section, T. 8.
(Transtation of o Letter eirculuated by our conrngeaus and stauneh worker, fan 1, Venema,

among the members of his Section, during

enanegh, §t was signed by the psendonym, P,

the hard years of oppression. Signifirantly
L. Grim, "Thessophia” considers itself for-

tunate to he able 1o reprint this inspiring messnge from on inspired man.}

fle always and everywhere a repre-
‘sentative of the Theosuphical Society
and of the noble philosophy of life
that it presents to the world.

A Fheosophist is n representative! Mem-
bership in a movement whielh 1. P, 1.
catled the wmest sevious of our times and of
which the Great Ones who stood behind
her, expecied even the redemption of the
World (see Muahatwin LertersY. makes us
renlise what a privilege and also what a
duty thiz representmtion implies. Whatever
our position in the warld may he, every.
ane af us is in his or her sphere the Lhearor
of the lodge-foree, and as such the possi-
hilitie= of exch one are unlimited, Al in
accordance with onr attendance at lodge,
or club-etadies, sur parlicipation in and
helping at these studies, will vur power
to gt as o representative extend by rhar-
acter-leveloparent and nobility of soul, All
the charavteristics ol the Juller two—eour-
tesy, sympathy with one’s fellowmen, gen-
tlentess, the intoitive anderstanding of the
diflicultica ol others,—Torm the signs of
reengnition of every reprecentative of the
T. 5. and its =sublime knowledge of life,
Urged forward by an irrepressible idealism,
n conviction hased on experience, an in-
dimnitable power of will to ottain, the rep-
resentadive of the V. S, nevertheless has al-
ways eo many enntacts with everyday life
that he is uever hlind to the suflering of
his Tellowmen, his miher “selves™ Tn pro-
partion to nuer penetration by owr will and

~ spiritnal aspiration inlo the esoterie hack.

grovnd of aur movement nud of thet which
is now called Theosophia, our ability to
he a worthy representative herpmes greater,
It iz thevefore, abave all, our attitude in.
lile which makes s representatives, heeanse
it makes people ask: “What has e in the
Jmckgrownd ol his being that makes him
he like that. think like thar, Aght like thal
amd perrist like that?™ It s the stimulation
of these yuesticus that really warks the
true representative, Tnvoluntarily it is felt
that this representation is backed by end
'n‘ocemls froin & ronseiousness that we

‘helong to an old. a rery old order—the

eternal order, whielh millions of years ago
supported thiz universe aronnd us, which
iz still deing thiz aud will do =0 hillions of
years hencer the rosmie order, one that
enn never disgppeint,

Whe shnll ever down or repress the
representative of & epsmrie ovder, a being

15

who feels the vibrations of the divine hier-
wrehies, of their spheres and theic music
in his sout? Wha shall check hiz power,
when he has a conseiousness—ever o«
tended by experience—that he represenls
an this autward plane the Hierarchies of
Light?  Whao shall deprive him of his
ability to reflert the osesess of this uni.
verse and yel afso its diversities in mani-
festation, Tt is just for 1his reazon 1hat
lie i= a hwman being and can peeform
things homan, with this refleciion of the
sulilime in his arts and in his atmosphere,

This artitwle of a representatise makes
life worth while. Our caparity 1o act as
such must inevitably herome  greater in
proportion as we Ddentily  murselves with
that tchivh we represent: the ancient wis
dom-religion, a knawledge of life that is a
synthesis of seience, philosophy. art and
religion, Tt iz foe thiz reason that the rep-
recentative s ready aml willing, at any
hour amd in any p]:lf'f‘. to express that
whirh he represents, either in the sitenee
or in o wards. Hie watehword is that of
Gottfricd de Purucker—Ego Sum Servus
Secrarum Dei.

Therelore he never hesitates v open his
honee fur theasophica! studies sl neetings,
especially in this ricing tide! For great is
the need of spiritual impulses in every
spltere af lile. Therefore, he also tries ax
a true representative fo formn everywhere
foei of the lodge-foree, knowing that every
one of sueh foci may, like a kindling fire,
becmpe a light that will shine in his vil-
lage, hiz wown. his rountey, nay, in the
whole world. “Politics”—yes, hie also gnes
in far “politirs”: the anly true, never dis-
appointing, never hatred-bearing poliry of
the cosmos around s, hased on radinving.,
piving, evolving. Thus his “politics™ might
be cailed the diplomary of the heart, which
alwnys wins,

Let ws therefnre, Theosophists of ol
land, never forget 1that we are represenia-
tives, ropresentatives of those wha have
gone before us an the Path, who ar~ ever
asking us—"what have vou done with our
precious pledge?’*: representatives  nof
LR, WLOLL. KT, and Goode Pooaml of
that for which they sacrificed themselves,
for which they worked and at which they
aimed.

On us—representatives of the T, S and
it phitosophy—they will e able ta rely,
Therefore a light will shine lront sur eoun-
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ty, a light fron the houses, from  the
Parliament Dbuildings, from  squares anil
streels, and it will draw the attention of
the workl and may help barper bt uot
necessanily pgreater couniries 1o do  (heir
\\'fll'k.

Let us be representatives—young and old
of Holland-—for we know the password,

we see the sublime goal and the divine
scheme, we hear the calb—Stand finn, carry
on the Maesters work! We pledge anrselves
1o muke of Theosophy a living force in
our lives,

Who shall resist the representative of
the Hierarchy of Light!

SAN DIEGO THEOSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES
Theasophical Center, Fourth Ave. ond Olive §t., 5an Diego 3, Calif, Jatkson 1740
Public Meelings — Sunday Afterncons — 3:00 o’Clock
GEMERAL TOPIC FOR JANUARY: THE COURSE OF ACTION

Chedtrran: Edith Brittain
Tan.  6ih—"Chance or Justice™—Ix, Iohn Gaveer Banks,
Jan. Thh=—"FExpanding Our Hovizans"—Jobn 1', ¥an Mater tCovina).
Tan 2mh—"Muvie of Event<s"—nkiddred Traxler.
Jan. 201th—"Building For Peace”—lvene Thali, Principal, Francis Parker School; anil
Miary Fay, rFaLA
GENERAL TQPIC FOR FEBRUARY: LOOKING FORWARD
Chnirman: More Forles
Fels. 3nd—“Frosn Parkness {nto Light"—DAlargaver [aun,
Feb, 1ith—"Fronticrs of the Sl —Claire Wesper (Covinn),
Febh, 1Tth—"Practical Objeriives”—Farle Haostler,
Feb. 2hh—"Steps Towards Brotherhood”—Patrick Lloyd (Pasadenal.

Sun Diege Public Relations Committee: T. Marrioft, Chairman ond Treasorer, 3926 Normal Ave.,
Sun Diego {Juckson 8997); Mrs. Mosa Forkes, Serretary {Welfore Dept, Civic Center); Horold
W. Dempster, Regional Vice-Presldent, 1.5, (5o0. TiHe & Trust Co., 240 Third Ave.), 313! McCall
S1., Son Diege & (Bayview £839; or Franklin 3131 daytime); Mrs. Mary Fay [Vice-Pres., Schaool
Board); Genrge L. Caffee, President, Lodge No. 45, 1.5, (First Mational Bank}. For information
on all Theosophical activities in San Diego wnd vicinity, consult the addrasses and felephonas
given above.

Studies in Occult J)/d[odap/ty.
By

G. DE PURUCKER !

Theosaphical Upniversity Press, Coviva, Californta, 1943

745 pages, Cloth 85.10
Wih the puhblication of this important volume, the literary oufput
of gur late Teacher is brought to a close, Posthumously collected from
liis talks to e studems and his world-wide carrespondence. this work
deals with a varicty ol profound lechnical ocenlt subjects amd contains
information that cannol be found elsewhere. Invaluable teachings can
I he found here on submerged continents. vanished civilizations, aler-
| death stales. the oceult mysleries of the inner constitulion of man and
the Universe. key-numibers of the Solar System, Hypnotism, the origin
. of Cood and Evil, and numerous other lines of thought presented in the
i maslerly manner of traditional Qeeultism, Weearnestiy hope that this
work will find its place on e theosophical shell of all our students,
stde by side with the other volumes from tle pen of G. de Purucker.
. The Theosophical University I'ress is to he Lighly commended lor its
' magnificent prinling and binding job on this volume. 'The choice of a
| telling title and an atiractive appearance can hardly be overcstimaledd
* when Lhe suceess of a hook is in view.
{ Fditors, *Theosophia”
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WiLrianm Quan Junce
Co-Founder of the Theosoplical Society and its second Leader
b April 13, 1851 — d. March 21, 1896
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LODGE MEETINGS
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meelings, EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING, ol B:00 P.M., ol the homs of Mrs, Nerins
G. Chadil and Mra. Florenca B. Makes, 709 Soyth Morlon Ave., Les Angeles 8 {(EXposi-
tian 5520). These meelings are open te all inquirers whe desirs 1o wequoint tham-
salves with the teachings of Theosophy. Members ars urged to bring their friends aleng.

Study Cluyses

Men's Class, Texthook: Fundementals of the Esoterie Philosephy, Secoml and Fourth
Monday of every month, at 8:00 .M. Meets at the home of flon, Frank G. Fiulay-
son, 500 So. Gramercy Place. Fltzroy 3020,

Ladies' Class. Texthook: Fundamentuls of the Esoteric Philosophy, Second and Fourth
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Mrs, R, H. Austin, Secretary. Meetings every Friday at 2:00 PAL Public Lecture on
the last Friday of every month, at 8:00 P.M. TLotus Circle for children every Satur-
day from 10:30 10 11:30 A.M,

Study-Group, A regular study-group is held every Friday evening at 8:00 PM. ot the
fiome of Dr. and Mrs. John C. van Urhelen, 2316 North Beachwood Drive, Holly-
wood 2B. For inforimation call Hlllside 0019,

x

Los Angeles Publle Relations Committee, Arthur W. Beach, Chairman, 1016 Nonth Spauld-
ing Avenune, Hollywood 46,
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Fragments
FROM THE WRITINGS OF WILLIAM Q. JUDGE,

The truest happiness is to be found in the deep interior study of the great
mysteries of nature and life, secking thus to find the best manner in which
the soul may express jtself, and in a constant fulfilment of this manner wlen
found. If they can be taught 1o see and feel this and the true meaning of it,
the work is done. Labor, therefore, faithfully to accomplish this in yoursell,
for we can leach olhers only what we ourselves know, and this knowledge
is one with experience. The divine light burns for all; take your part of it
and illuminating first your own heart, the power will then be yours to il
lumine others. Remember, words are not needed,

In the silence tliese things are done.

Those in whose midst you may live, quiet and uwnknown, will have the
radiance cast upont them merely by your presence. It is not what you say and
do, but what you are that lells, and that which will leave its ineffaceable mark
upon each characler you meet as upon all time. The Soul desires 1o express
itself in ils reflection, your lile. So live that it may do so. So think and ael
Lthat you may hecome a channel for higher things to descend to lower planes.

' ‘ﬁt

Meditate on things you want to know . . . Seek all knowledge within your-
sell, do not go without. You understand what is meant hy 1his; not that
bocks should be neglected but that information obtained from them should
e drawn within, sifled, tested there. Study all things in this light and the
most physical will at the same time lead Lo the most spiritual knowledge.

I

Sorrows, crosses, these are our opportunities, conld we but sce it so. But
he is far along who does =o see it. lle has attained who fully reafizes it.

¥r

The Lodge force working in a pure devoted heart sets free the soul and
lets it speak. The clernal verities resound forever upon the spiritual planes
and when the mind is pure and will hearken, the soul echoes them.

What of the darkness! What of the light! They are one to those who see.
How plain _these mallers are in higher moments, how drearily obscure at
other times, This will show you the value of higher moments perhaps, and
what those always living in them enjoy.

Be what you love, Strive after what you find heautiful and high and fet
the rest go. '

i 4

Can you not live so as to feel the great throbhing heart around you. so
8s lo express that feeling in even the smallest detail? Let there be nothing
cold or eynical in your view of life. Sense the pathos and the pity of ir,
trusting that some day to your now darkened eyes the mystery and the pain
will he untangled. Feel, feel, with everything that eries, with everything that
suffers, and in the most Liroken fragment of a life find some heauty, Let
your own squivering heartsirings teach vou the anguish in other hearts and
live to ease it. Pain is our best teacher. Do not dread nor flee her therefore,
she comes in mercy. .

Go forth 1o meet her, trembling, perhaps, but reverently, patiently, un-
flinching; only so can the lesson be learned, and from the dark hours spent
with her, a light shall arise, showing the way to stumbling feet, giving the
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power to comforl and console. And in the peace of that, your heart shall
understand and be =atisfied,
w

Harmony, sacrifice. devotion, lake tliese for key-noles, express tiem
everywhere and in the highest possible way. The beauty of a life like that,
the power of it, who ean measure or set bounds to.

Those who know and love vou can always see it, and it may also he
shining in some other heart which as yet has no light of its own,

The Lodge waits and walcles ever, ever works—think you not we have
patience?—and those who serve us must do the same.

You are right, no detail is overlooked. Lile is made up of details, each
a slep in the ladder, therefore who shall dare say they are small. We are
closer than you know. and love and thought brings us sull nearer,

Kill out doubt whicl rises within; that is not vourself, vou know.

Tle doubt is a mdvd, cast it aside. Listen not to its voice which whispers
low working on your lack of self-confidence.

Therefore | say, have neither vanity nor sell.depreciation. If you are the
Higher Self. you are all that is greal, bt since your daily vonsciousness is
far, far below, look at the matter impartially and Teankly. Vex yoursell not
with contradictions. Yon know that you must siand alone; stund therelove.

b4

If you have patience and devolion you will understand these things. es-
pecially if you think much of them aind meditate on them, for you lave no
conception ol the potver of meditation,

¥

Beware ol aunger, heware of vanity, heware, foo. of sell.depreciation;
these are all lions in vour path, Live each day, and each moment in the day.
by the light within, fixing your gaze upon it with faith and love. When the
hours of darkness come and you =ee it nol, wait in patience and coutentment,
knowing it still Lurns and that when morning dawus, if vour wateh has been
constant, you will see it burning, perchance more hrightly than helore. “The
darkest hour is hefore the dawn;” grieve nol, therelore, nor leel one noment’s
disquietude.

Your lamp is lit, tend it faithfully, it matters not that the suter eyes do
not hehold it. Keep yourself Aigh and strenglhen your faith, By your own
supreme act of faith you must claim and hold these things.

Closer incight gives heavier responsibility—do not forget that—and a
responsibility which aflects others more than it does yourself.

See to it, then, that the outer does not obscure the inner, for your lamp
must be carried aloft for others to see, or not seeing it, to continually feel,

Da not confuse the ouler with the inner, therefore, though the outer le
full and rich, remember it is so because of the inner shining through. and
lock ever back to that which shines. No sorrow, no disappointment lie there,
but a [ullness of realization of which you have no conception and a power
and strength which shall lift you above these confusions to a sure place
of your own. You have been too harsh with your lower nature, that leads
lo dangerous reactions. Quiel, steady effort is Tar better, casting aside all
thoughts of resulis.

Treat your mind as a child, lead it firmly but gently and in all ways
and at all times strengthen your faith,

4
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Through these tears of blood yoeu will learn; through this suffering yon
will gain the power to aid your fellows. What 1o you is the approbation
and disapprobation of anyone? Work and wait on, and all will be well.

e

How much mis-interpretation and misunderstanding there is regarding
these things, and by the most enthusiastic, the most devoted souls, whaose
emotional intensity, driving them along, blinds them utterly, and in the ful!
chase of new experience they =ee not that they are following only their own
desires, and again losing the subsiance for the shadow. It is discouraging,
and vyet the forces thus generated can be used for higher ends, and the good
intention of the deluded one counts for him. But remember, () disciple, thal
in the silence these things are performed and recognized and in the silence
alone.

Few indeed understand how deep that silence must he, few save those who
have at some lime known the peace of it. All excitement is psychic; and
though these whirlwinds of force descend, you must learn to hold yourself
still in their midsi, feeling neither auraction nor repulsion, vise chains are
forged 1o draw you to them, There are some who need this lessen badly, all
more or less, "

The great force acts dually and you must stand still, not passive or inactive
but unswayed. You must learn to take psychic emotions in hand as well as
physical. ,

Hold your purpose and your ideals clearly and steadily belore you,

Desiring truth, you shall surely have it, intending riglleousness you
shall surely so perforn, though alt things seem to conspire against you. ln
times of confusion and difficulty rest upon that and you may then unshaken
see no agreement, ho bight alead.

¥
I ineasure the height, not merely the depth of a soul by its stillness.
The Quest
MARY ELLEN WALTERS
!

The Soul of Man arose at dawn and gazed tenderly upon the gentle con-
tours of his beloved, Earth. “Slecp sweetly, thou delightful, sensuous bride.
Wait in thy abandoned stumbier for none else but me and dream of no other
countenance but mine, This day I go in search of that which will quencl the
thirst and satisly the hunger of both thee and me, for we ave one.” And so
saying he caressed her and went soltly from the fragrance of her presence,
casting but one lingering look backward over his shoulder. Then facing to
the Kast he set liis feet upon the pathway to the rising sun, and warmed by its
rays, he cast aside his raiment, walking naked and unashamed where all
might see. :

It

And that night he slept heside a still pond at the edge of a forest, and
waking with the first light of the new day he perceived lettered at its edge,
“Thou seckest the beginning and the end and all that they enfold, and thou
canst find them al thy feet within this pool. Look well, oh Soul of Alan, that
thou mayst know the answer.” And he looked deep into the clear waters and
seeing only himself, sighed and vesumed his journey.
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And on the second day his way led througl tlie forest, which was desire,
where he wandered as one lost until he came upon a bird of Paradise preening
its brilliant plamage. aml the bird spoke to him saying, “Whither zoest
thou, ohr Soul of Man?” And he replied, “Y am a seeker alter \he Fruits of
the Tree of Knowledge, whereby 1 shall know my=elf, and so knowing shall
know all things.” And the bird yearned toward him beseecling, “Linger vel
a while with me for I shall sing to thee and give thee hliss.” But the Soul
of Man passed on, restless and alone, hungering alter the fruits and thirsting
for the juices thereof.

v

And thus ended the sccond dav with the quest for fooil and drink stiil
un-fulfitled, and in the agony of his hunger the Soul of Man stumbled and
fell and lay despairing until sleep descended once again o these dark con-
tinents of night with slar-swept shores. And the angels came upon him where
lic lay, speaking to him in the language of dreams. “Ihy sufferings are real,
vet unreal. For in thy long travail which is ss but an instant, thou must
encounter both good and evil. Yet knowest thou that there is neither.” And
he awakened greater in understanding.

v

And it came to pass that on the third day his way led directly into the
snn itsell, and Tear walked by his side. Yet there was no lurning back. for
those who seck the fruit of knowledge ave consecrated to the search {orever
more. Thus Man entered intg the white radiance and come forth purified,
laving become allied with the forces of nature. And lo! on the other side
grew the Tree of Knowledge, bathed in the essence of the sun and strelching
its heavy-laden branches into the infinity of the cosmos, And its blossomns
shone like lights. seneing forth their over-powering {ragrance into the
universe, And aboul its great trunk lay coiled a serpent who rose vy regarding
Man, saying,

Vi

“Since thou seekest, thou hast found. But be thou aware that the [ruit
arows only upon the topmost branches. Therefore must thou be strajght and
strong and tall to attain the fulfillment of thy purest desires.”” And Man put
forth his hand and strove to reacl the lowest ripening cluster, hut to no
avail. And the serpent laid its head upon his shoulder hissing, “Reach a little
Iigher, Man, for liow else art thou te become God-like?” And the Soul of
Man stretched himsclf to his utmost, nntil the tips of his fingers 1ouched the
first fruit, yet could not pluck it from the bough. And the serpent recoiled,
sighing, “Thou must go forth again and grow still taller, Man, for \lie fruils
of the tree are reserved for those of mighty stature. Yet tarry here o while

beneath the tree and rest thyself before the outward journey nust comnence.”

vil

And the Soul of Man lay down and slept within its shade and arose re.
freshed, having hecome as a child apain, and strengihened, for the quest
was not in vain, Verily. what is knowledge but the hnding of 1he way, and
reaching it, to reach again yet higher?

6

-




The Nature of the Theosophical Movement
EORIS DE LIRKOFF

There is abroad in the world a
Force which is akin to the Sun. In
silent places, far fvom the rushing
torrents of worldly life, it works its
silent magie, unperceived. Yet in tle
crowded markel-pluces of men its
message can also be heard, its grip
and password recognized, if you but
search for it. It works for Good, for
Right, for Truth. Beginning—it has
none, nor can il ever have an end, for
it is a living, dynamic Fuergy, pulsat-
ing in and through the spiritual at-
mosphere of the Earth itself.

Mapkind has never heen without
spivitual guidance, At the forelront
of the evolutionary advance of the
human race, there stand Beings of
lofiy spiritual and inlelleetual attain-
menl, They are the natural product
of sell-direcled evolution. It is the
range and the depth of their con-
sciousness, and the universality of
their objectives which caunse them to
be the natural leaders of the human
race, whether recognized as such or
not. These men of titanie intellectual
and spiritual grandeur lave been
known by various names throughout
history; ey are the Masters and
Custodians of the hidden Wisdom,
and they form an assecialion or
brotherhood of Sages and Seers who
guide amd watch over the develop-
ment and growth of mankind as a
whole,

It is these Sages and Seers who
are on this Earth the most perfecied
imbodiments of that Myslic Force
which is akin 1o the Sun itself and
which works through them as its
main channel. Knowing the opera-
ions of Nature and the mysieries
underlying its functions on  all
planes, they are the sellless servants
of Cosmic lFarces and transmit them
ta those below in the hierarchical
structure of the human race.

The Mystic Force which the Nas.
ters imbody, and which ifows, to a
greater or lesser extent through every
selfless man or woman who is deli-
nitely working for the spiritval ad-
vancemet of mankind, manifests it
self in the world as a ceaseless drive,
a never-ending wrge towards higher
knowledge, an impulse towards etlii-
cal regeneration. character achieve
menl, spiritval iltumination and in-
ner conquest. Imhodied in men and
women of a mystical trend of mind,
of universal ohjectives. and of dee)-
seated search {or Realilies, this drive
or urge is the Theosophical MHove.
ment, irrespeclive of age, civilizalion,
or oulward ferms through which it
may operate.

The Theosophical Bovement las
existed at _all Hmes, and will never
cease to exish. W hatever its many

forms may lhave been, ils basic. un-

derlving impetns has always leen
o)t ﬂn{l lh(f BUTNe. llll(] llllf PIIC S g

ol _its proponents and represenlalives
lias  been  fundamentally  identical
From ase to aee, Jor 11 is universal
in essence and character.

These are some of the main key-
notes of any genuine Theosophical
Movement:

The Unity of all Lile—the Oneness
ol lieing—the essential unity ol all

that lives througlout Ihe” Dhnivelse.

The Divine orivin and ultimale
destiny ol all thay is, therefore of

.man himself as an inseparalde par-

tion of the All

The existence of a 'ath which
leads 1o true Knowledge and W tsdem

through the union of the hisman con-
sciousness with the Divine conscions-
ness al ihe core ol Tiims=elli as well

as te existence of a method of train-
inr and a mode of Tife which makes
il_possible Tor man to travel fhat
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Path successfully, in selfless service
to all that lives,

And the men and wemen through
the revolving ages who have taupht
these simple traths of Nature, have
all belonged, whether consciously or
not. to the same Mystic Urder, at the
heart of which the spiritual School
of the DNlaslers of Wisdom has its
sway. Many of them may not have
known self-conseiously the full im-
port of the thoughts they were in-
sirumental in spreading; some of
themn undoubtedly [followed in so
doing rather an intwitional urge
and a mystic “call,” then a Tully
formed plan, systematically carried
out. thers had a vague feeling of
Leing guided, protected and inspired,
perhaps throvghout a whole life-
time, as long as they remained chan-
nels far a certain type of regencra-
tive and uplifting thought. Stif!
others have heen in the past, and are
at present, self-conscious loilers in
the field of hwnan spiritual libera-
tion, aware of their link with the
Brotherhood of the Teachers, attined
at least in somne degree to the man.
dates issuing from such quarters,
ready to obey the direct guidance
given them. joylul in the carrying
out of instructions, sel{-sacrificing so
that others may awake and truly
live,

It is of grave importance for the
Cause we are working for to be ob-
servant, to watch with sympathy and
intuitive understending the reactions
of those who, as seekers and learners,
come our way and ask [or the Waters
of Life. We repeat: Waich their re-
aclions to both verbal instruction,
written word, and even casual re-
marks which we might make along
lines of interest to them. 1f you are
ohservant and allow vour intuition
to become active, you will notice that
many of these people have the un-
mistakahle earmarks of discipleship.
They are not total beginners in oc-

cult thouglt, though they may have
never contacted a single veeult hook
or student in this present incarnation.
They carry in their hearts and minds
a fnint memory of a knowledge once
possessed ond then somehow or other
temporarily lost sight of. In some
cases, more numerous than we wight
at first helieve, ey exhibit a sensze
of “coming home” when placed in
close contact with the ancient teach-
inas and some of those who expound
them.

Although it is doubtless true that
the message of the Ancient Wisdom
is for all who can grasp il, it is
nevertheless a lact also that we are
in search primarily for just this type
ol people—people who have been
already active in tle ranks of the
Brotherhood, in otlier lives and olher
ages, and have temporarily lost their
way in the intricale maze of sensuous
existence, Lt is our hounden duty 10
search Tor them, to seek them ont
in the midst of the masses, 1o sownd
the “call” and walch Tor the echo,
sometimes so {aint, in the hearts of
those who recoguize the call” and
follow where it lewds. These are the
people who have had cooneclions in
past lives with some genuine Seliool
of Occullism; they may have re-
ceived in it some degree of training;
may have altained some degree of il-
lumination and acqpeited some knowl-
edpe of themselves. Through complex
circumstances of their own individual
Karman they may have allowed that
Light to he dimmed in laler years
and the “link” with their own Inner
Selves to hecome somewhal weak-
ened, Their vision got blurred. their
perspective confused, their will per-
chance weakened, and a veil shrowded
for the time being the inner knowl-
edge which had been gained. They
wandered off the mystic Path, and
into the alluring byways of the
senses, captivated by the illusions of
the world, enslaved for a time by
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the enticing beauty of Miyavic
shadows, {3ut the memory of their
grealer Vision still lingered in their
souls; and when they awakened to
another life that memory inhered in
their very consciousness, drove them
to search again, as if {or a treasure
fost but vaguely remembered, some-
where, somehow to e recognized,

Let us watch for these peaple; let
us not miss them, pass them by, over-
look them while secking perchance
for something more startling and im-
portant! OUne word sometiine, one
thought, oue passage from a hook
or poen, often a tmere casual refer-
ence to a noble and universal idea,
is enough 1o strike a responsive echo
in the darkened corridors of their
mindz, and fan a flame in the sad-
dened chambers of their hearts. Their
self-made karmic effect of lemporary
forpetfuluess "and oblivion may he
coming to an end now. And anyone
of us may be performing at the par-
ticutar moment some magic act of
spiritual-psychelogical surgery, often
without our knowing it ourselves, The
link has been re-established. The ob-
stacle removed from the path of the
spiritpal currents within themselves,
the flow of inspiration is tapped
again, They recognize themselves ns
coming “home” alter manv a wander-
ing through the labyrinth of the
senses, back from the deep forests of
illusions, back to the “wind-blown
plains where the wild daisies grow.”

Irrespective of age or civilization,
the purpose of the Theosophical
Movement has invariably been to
‘disseminate Tralh through the teach-
ings of Lhe esoteric philosoply, con-
veyed through whatever channel was
the most suilable at the time; to el-
lTace crass materialism and the Tethal
spirit _of Dblind negation and pre-
judice: to Driug lo man_an ever
greater realization of his inlerent

diving consciousness, and an ever

greater knowledge regarding the op-

erations of Universal Nature of
which lie is an inlegral part. lis basie
objective—a long-range ane-- 12 lo
usher in, in due cooarse ol Lime, a
new order ol things, hased on the
spirilnal regencration ol mankind;
to bind men in one Universal Broilier.
hwood, illumined by the Divine Light
in_Nvatere wlich is the same as Lhe
divine light in man himsell; =o that
the time nmay come when, consclons
of their_essentia] Oneness with all
life, men will learn kow to live, and
the ideal of true Brothechond will
have become a dywamic faith in the
collective life of mankind.

Anyone who wishes 1o do so and
iz not alraid of independent investiga-
tion, can trace the warkings and the
infuence of the Maslers of Wisdom
and their School through a preal
many mystical and philosoplical
movements which have existed in the
past or still exist in the preseat. All
these movements and schools were
io a greater or lesser extent links in
the =ame chain, and manifested one
or another aspect of the same spirit-
val-intelleclual Force working as a
guiding influence throughout the
evolutionary history of Mankind.

To mention but a few of these links
at random: the Mystery-Schools of
antiquity, and their Initiatory Rites
—those of Eleusis and Samothrace
and Delphi; those of Fkbatana, Baal-
bek, Tarsus; those of Karnak, bMem-
phis, Abu-Simhbel; the mysteries
among ihe Druids, the Mayas, the
Seandinavian races, the Mithraic
communities, as well as similar seats
of occult knowledge and training
throughout the Orjent, often in se-
cluded places little known to men.
The Pythagorean School, the Neo.
Platobic succession of Teachers, the
Goostic teachings of the early Chris-
tian centuries, the Sufis, original
Masonry, the Fire-Philosophers of
the Middle Ages, the Martiniste and
similar groups in other parts of Eu-
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rope, as well as individheal mpystics
and seers, tuo numerons 1o mention
tere~—all these and olhers are bLut
hranchlets on e same trunk of
spiritual kuoowledge, reoted, as it
were in the spiritual constitution of
Mother-Earth. Al are but links in
the same Hermetic Chain which runs
like a golden thread of Ariadue
thirough the intricate maze of the un-
folding human race and ils destiny.

That aspect of the Universal Theo-
sophical Movement which Juas become
known since 1875 as the Theosophi-
cal Society, is hut the most recent
and fresh impetus given by the
Brothethood of Adepls to the latent,
poteatial mystical and occult ele-
ments in the Western civilization. It
represents the revival in a modern
form of the well-nigh lorgotten Mys-
teries of ancient days. As delinitely
slaled by 11, P, Blavaisky, the direct
Messenger of the Masters at the time,
the Theosophical Society was slarted
as a Philosophical School constituted
on lhe ancient [lermetic basis. an-
other link in the endless cliain of
ocendt bodies and associalions, all
earryving the same torch of Hahl, pro-
claiming the same message, from
age Lo age.

It should be clearly understoodd
that the Theesaphical Movement of
todtay, as of any other period in his-
tory, is Tormed of the sum-lotal, the
aggregate of occullists, myslics, and
aspiring scckers the world over,
whether they Dbelong outwardly to
any existing association for occult
stidy, or helong to noue. On jnner
lines. they are an integral part,
wliether consciously or net, of the
same universal Mystic Order which
Lelongs Lo no age or race in particn-
lar. yet embraces them all. Lev this
he remembered lest we fall a prey
to the spirit of superiority and in-
telfectual pride, and allow ourselves
to imagine that other men and wom-
en cannot have access to true knowl-

cdge or sce the Vision Sublime be-
cause, perchance, they are not avawed
members of a Theosophical {hrgani-
zation. [t is so easy for any one ol us
to llounder on the rock of seli.glorifi-
cation, and to lose our way in the
barren sands of self-righteousness!

In this connection, the words of
William Q. Judge (The Path, New
York, August, 1895) should Le ever
present in the minds of the students:

“There is a verv great dilference
between the Thensoplical Move.
ment awl any Theosophical Socie-
ty. ‘I'lie Movement is moral, elliical,
spiritual, universal, invisible, safe
in cllect, and continuous, A Sociely
formed for theosophical work is a
visible organization. an effect, a
machine for conserving energy and
alting it to use; il is not nor can
it hie universal, nor is it continuous.
Organized Theosophical hodies are
made by men for their beller co-
operation, hut. being mere ouler
sliells, they must change from time
to time as lhunan defects come out,
as Lhe times change, and as the
greal underlying spiritual move-
ment compels such alterations.

“The Theosophical Movement

heing econtinuous. it 1s to he Townd

in_all times and in all uwations.
Wherever thoushl has struggled Lo
he free. wherever spiritual 1deas,
as opposed o forms and dopna-
tisni, ave been promulboaled, tiere
the great mavement is ta e dis-
cerped . . One can  Lherelore sce

that 1o worship an_orzamzation,
even thougli it Tie the beloved theo-
sophical oue, is to Tall down belore
Form, and 1o become tlie slave
ouce more of it dogmatism wlhich
our_portion ol the Theosophical
Movement, the T. 5., was meant
to overthrow,”
The wniversality of the Theosophi.
cal Movement in every age or civiliza-
tion or race establishes its all-em

bracing character and is a guaranlee
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of its all-inclusive sympathies—sym-
pathies for the souls of men, As
such, the Theosophical Movement
needs at all times men and women
with a dynramic faith: with deep-
sealed spiritual convictions versus
mere intellectualism. 1t calls for
living brotherhood versus high-brow
metaphysics unrelated to life's pro-
blems. It requires that spiritual im-
petuosity wlhich alone can rise over
the incipient dangers of mental stag-
nation and indiflerence.

The Theosophical Movement_js_a

an_ever-bubbling freshness of the
deep springs of life, The teactings
of the apeless Wisdom are ever
young, hecause perenntally true and

ever-enduring as Nolher Natore Tier-
self. The expouents of thal Wisdem.
whalever their physical age may be,
must ol necessity be young 1n spirii.
crealive 1n thetr Imaginalion. i fove
wilh the stars and  wiih star-Tike
thoughis, wedded to their Tolty Tdeals,
joviul pHerims Dent on a wondrous
journey towards the Gates of (ol
men _and women who. as a modern

Movement of Vouth—vouth not as a

thinker has sutd, instead of Tooking

condition of mere bodies, but as a

behind and asking why? Teok 1o the

state of mind, a vigor ol thouglt and « futire and ask why nel?

Fairy Tale Facts

POLLY CARR

Again it has occurred to me how
much we know as children — how
much we forget in our heavy.lidded
aduelthood.

The docirine of Karma, for in-
stance, in some of its aspects, scems
to he quite well-known among chil-
dren. Their parents ostensibly do not
teach them this, {or their parents
have lost sight of it...but among
children there circulates the admeoni-
tion that you must be carelul what
you wish 1o another, for certainly
if it is & bad wish it will come full
circle end wreak jts full evil-—not
on its object—but on its originater.

Then, how about the myths and
legends—thie engrossing “lairy tales”
of childhood? Their thread of sym-
bolic truth is canght up in the warp
and woof of the child’s mind and
character, and he knows they are no
}nere fantasies but seber and exciting
act,

It is as though the child has but
shortly returned from drinking at
some vital well-spring. e has anly
vesterday been at the center of reality
and the illusion of our present ma-

1

terial world has not vet scaled his
eyes.

Some deep, thrilling recouxnition
tells him it is a serious and a real
thing when the Prince meels the
dragon in the fairv tale. That, the
child knows in some part of lis
being, is The Battle—the inescapable
fight—the ultimate test of us all.

That fight is the elimactic scene in
the fairy tale towards which all the
hero's progress has heen pointing.

He is a Good Prince—handsome
and kind and strong and wise. {)r
perhaps he is a baker boy, or a
mifler’s son, or a shepherd. But al-
ways he is a True Prince within, and
worthy of his mest cherished dusire- -
that one object which alone will be
his life’s fulfillment (In the tale. us-
ually, the King's Daughter, the Bean-
tiful Princess).

Buat is he worthy? That, it seems,
must he proved.

There must he a test of his worthi-
ness to gain his ultimate fulfilhment.

There ts nothing ekse Jor it—lie
must do baitle with the dragon. The
evil dragon—the fearsome beast—the
Ugly Thing that guards his treasure!




Alone, armed only with his sword,
with no knowledge or experience of
such a fight, he must walk up to this
vile creature, and he must not falter.

What does he know of this heast—
save that it has done to death many
men before him? How does he know
what magie powers it mav possess—
what incredible strength? Can he
dare 1o pit himsell against this fear-
some Monster ?

Yes, he dares, because he must.

He dares, because he is man, and It
is beast.

And so the awful struggle begins.
The dreadful sight of the dragon
must not confuse him — its eyes
streaking fire, its breath clowded in
sulphurous [wmes, its horrible lash-
ing lail—and all e indescribable
hidcousness that man has never seen
hefore and cannot find words for,

These must not dismay him. He
must see them ad accept them; and
finally when the hattle reaches its
height—when he falters and is ahont
to fall—tlhen, suddenly, he must
know. This monsler is his own! This
heast is Ainsel{—the underside of his
fair face, the deepest depths within
kis guileless eves.

[1 is himself he must fight and kill.
And though the knowledge that this
thing is himself brings a cold wave
of horror and a sickness and disgust
Leyond expression, it brings a power,
100. Then all the goeduess of the
Good Prince cothes to help him: his
gentle and staunch heart, the clean

muscle and sinew of his spirit, every
kindly deed and generons thought.
The strength that is his own rushes
into lim and his Evil Genius is slain!

Then, with his foot on the head of
this Thing that no longer liolds any

fear for him, the Prince is trivmphant
and purified, and worthy 1o claim the
fulfillment for which he has fought.
(In the fairy terle, usually, of course,
the King's Beautiful Daughier.)

Then, there is that other version of
the same tale...Beaumty and the
Beast. The Beast is so hideously ugly
none can look upon it without shud-
dering. The Princess is heautiful as a
star—and who would dream that so
lovely and gentle a princess could
regard such & beast withvut swoon-
ing?

But the Beast looks at the "rincess
with such pleading eyes and she sees
in those eyes a look of such entreaty
and sorrow that lier heart is touched.
She must embrace the Beast — she
must aceept it as her own -— and with
greal bravery and compassion the
princess tenderly kisses Wie horrid
Beast.

What a miraculous change!

For where the loathesome Deast
slood, there now stands a fair young
Prince—who will take the Princess
as his bride, and they will live happi-
ly ever aflter,

The Princess must Nirst understand
—and love and take to ber heart
completely — the wgliness of the
Deast. Then and only then is she
made complete and whole. Unly then
does the illusion fall away and the
true nature of the Beast appear, s
ugliness and evil are her own—and
they are transformed by the bravery
and compassion of her hearl.

No mere fantasy—hut sober and
exciting fact. The child with lis book
of fairy tales knows it. For he is
wiser than the *wise” adult. The
child knows his fairy tales hide a
‘ deep reality.

12
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Thoughts By The Wayside

Recently, nas. the Wayfarer has
passed through the coneested and evil
smelling monstrosities of modern life,
known as cITiES, he has become aware
of & brand new Fear dominaling the
minds of men.

Whether it be in crowded hus,
noisy restaurant, public meetings, or
a gathering of friends in a private
home, THE. universal topic of con-
versation was found to be the im-
pending doom of all humanity {rom
the eflects of the Atom Bomb.

Now, one of the boons vouclhsafed
the Wanderers through life are the
habits of analysis and contemplation.
So as the Wayfarer left the city far
behind and the peace, tranquility and
calm of the countryside was welcomel
as 8 Spiritual dralt of the Elixic of
Life, a mental. analysis of the as
tounding situation was indulged in.
Are such reans really justified? The
answer is ves, insofar as any fear
can be justified. The leading scien-
lists of this and other coutitries have
stated that there is no MATERIAL de-
fense apainst the Atom Bomb and
that if the nations, or individuals,
start using it. all life on this earth
will cease. These scienlists point out
that one A-Bomb of sinall =ize, such.
as those wsed on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, has the same power of de-
struction as wenty thousand tous of
TNT, providing you could place such
a huge amount of TNT on a very small
spot, something which obviously can-
not be done. They also point out
that these two very. small bhombs
produced the unbelievable tempera-
ture of 3,500,000 degrees Centigrade,
which is much hotter than ilhe ave.
rage temperature at the Sun’s surface.
These same scientists are now in mor-
tal FEAR of the Frankenstein monster
they have created. When military
exneris are asked about defense meas-
ures, they also answer: “There is no
MATERIAL defenze.”

Contemplating and pondering over
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the results of this analysis, the answer
te the problem is found in the very
words of the scientists and mwilitary
experts themselves. They both say
there is no possible MATERIAL ddo-
fensze, Therefore, the defense which
must exist should be looked for on
the remaining two planes ol exis
tence—the Bental and Spiritual.

It does not take long te dismiss
the Mental plane for the very bombh
itself is the result of the ExrLUSIVE
dedication 1o the human ©Mind alane,
unsoftened by the “gentle breezes of
Soul-Wisdom.” The mind aloue is al-
wavs destruclive, hence the very first
use of the discovery of the release
of atomic energy was to kill 200000
people and destroy two large cities.

This leaves onlv the Spirial
Plane to consider for our defence
against the Atom Bomb. This is the
ahode of the Seul, the souree of Con-
science, of the Ethics and Morals of
Life. Contemplation then {ills in the
details and we hind the only possible
defense apainst universal destruetion
is for no one to wish to use the Atom
Bomb, for ethiral, moral and spirit-
ual reasons. This becomes a matter
of individual character education [or
all the World's peoples. It demands
a World Brothethood, at least far
the purposes of World Government.

(ne of the Nuclear physicists who
helped develop this monstrosity hap-
pens to be a friend of the Wavfarer,
so the next step was to present the
above findings 10 him, This scientist
answered as follows: “That is cor-
rect, the only possible defense
against desteuction by the atom homb,
lies in the ethical, moral and Spirit.
ual regeneration of the people. It is
out of our hands now and in those
of the World’s Spiritual Leaders.”

BonrsrL: Science and Religion. for-
merly so far apart, are now knitted
together hy the Law of Compulsion.

And that’s Scientific 'l'lwomplu

) The u}]arer
" . .
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What About the Negro Race?

EDWINA BOODTH

Racial prejudice and discrimina-
tion are the shame of what we call
onr civilization. It is up to everyone
of us to work for their wltimale of»
literation, so that a simple recogni-
tion of human brotherliood may re-
place those Feelings which divide the
human family.

How often do we pause to cop-
sider some of the simplest facls of
Nature whicli cut at the root of racial
prejudices? Take the case of the
Nearo race. Quite apart lrom any
nolitical or economic lactors, Lhere
are many sell-evident Lruths which
we only too often overlook or deli-
berately ignore.

You hear people ask the question:
Whv is there hatred towards the
Negro?

Because we do nat wnderstand the
difference between the negro and the
white man, that is {f one can call it
g difference. The negro and the white
—are they not compiosed of the same
substance, the same blood. water, and
cliemical salts that make up the
human bodv? We all have a bodily
structure with practically the same
aimautit of bones, tssues and muscles.
We all zrew from a similar “spark”
—the life-atem. We all have similar
emolions, feelings, moods and other
setisitivities. Our thoughts are just
albiout the same, thongh of course we
vary in the display of them. But is
that not caused by differences both
in our present environment, and in
the listory of our past lives? Will
not the spirit travel just as far, and
develon towards the [lighest, whethier
a man be black or white? Cannot
the black and white be interchanged
in their next incarnation? We often
forgel these simple thouglis,

(hhers wonder
neeroe black.

what muakes the
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The negro wears a dark skin due
to a pigment in the skin. Pigment is
a coloring maiter, Color is a quality
of visible phenomena, 1§ we under-
stand this, then we can say that there
is a difference between the black race
and the white one; but that is the
only owfward dillerence anyway. Do
we refuse food, coffee, tea or milk,
just on account of its color? The pig-
ment of a negro’s skin is caused by
many things: there are climatie con-
ditions {o consider, solar radiation,
geographical location. and pre-his
toric migrations, as painted omt b
lir. Herbert 1. Fleure, a l!ritis,‘;
geographer and anthrapelegist. May
it not be that the Alrican huilt up a
special protection from his enemies
by wearing his dark covering? Was
it mal a prolection from climalie
conditions? Tle real reason may be
lidden in a past so remote as 1o he
untraceable to mere antliropology,
wnaided by the teachings of the an-
cient wisdom. 1 believe that a Guid-
ing Power pave the negro a “tool”
to use in his carth-life, a black skin;
so let's Lielp him 1o use it to 1he best
of his ability!

How maony times have we lieard
the question: Why should the Negro
have eaual rights with the White
man?

Doesn't the blade of grass and the
mulberry bush have the same op-
portunity ? Stamp or trample on a
hlade of grass, and thean watch it
slowly, but surely, push its way up-
ward. That is what the Negro is try-
ing to do. As many times as you crush
a hlade of grass, just as often will it
fight 1o stand up again. Doesn’t the
hlade of grass and the mulberry hush
have equal rights to live, when first
they appear on this earth? Do they
not liave water, sunshine, and
nourishnient? Then il you starve the




one or the other, is not the lesser one
going to fight that much harder f(or
those . rights? Why not have the
‘negro and the white man live next
door to each othey? We don’t seem
to mind it if the mwechanie and the
artist live side by side. Should not
the hlack and the white work side
by side (and without any confliet} ?
The rose and the lily, 1he hiade of
grass and the mulberry bush all live
and work in their appointed sphere,
and often side by side, 100, They do
not suffer in congequence of it. Who
are we then to question Mother-Na-
ture and her ways?

Others raise the query: What has
the Negro done for Mumanity?

It should be commonplace knowl.
edge thal the Negro has made many
scientific discoverigs. The white man
is now using them in various aspects
of his existence. Let's look at the life
of George Washington Carver, as an
illustration. Dr, Carver, the holder
of the 1923 Spingarn Medal for
Negro Aclievement, invented numer-
ous scienlific marvels. From wood
shavings e made svnthetic marble.
From neanut shells lie made insulat-
ing walls for houses. From cow dung
he made paint. From the ordinary
veanut he made more than three hun-
dred products, including milk, cheese,
vils, shaving lotious, wood stains,
dyes, linolenm, soaps, lan remover,
printer’s ink, and even axle grease.
Tliese are just some of the marvels
oblgined by Dr. Carver. And this is
just ene man., .one negro man, He
asked nothing for his work, nor did
he accept anything for his services,
Yet, even though a member of the
neero race discovered these products,
does that race enjoy them all? Ask
yourself thiz simple question and
nonder over it!

The Negro race has made many
people conscious of rhythm. whe had
no appreciation of it before. thythm
is of course lorever present, in every
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waking or sleeping moment of our
lives. The very first Dbeginnings of
the idea of bloud-plasma originated
with a Negro in [492. Some ol our
musical instruments, such as the
drum aud the Hute, are the outrrowth
of the primitive peoples of Africa.

One of the most successful, idealis.
tic and practical educational ventures,
nationally recognized todayv, is the
Piney Woods Country Life Schoel
for underprivileged negro boys and
girls, conceived and carried out hy
Prof. Laurence C. Jones, a remark-
able negro mind, with more honest.
to-zoodness brotherhood in his in-
stitution than in mauv other high-
sounding educational organizations
put topether.

So we ask what has lhe negro race
done for humanity? Doesn’t that
make us {eel a little bit ashamed?
If the negro race were given at all
times the opportunity and equality
teat the wlite man enjoys, that race
would eventually hecome as highly
recognized in all fields of endeavor,
as we ourselves claim to be. Give
them a chance...we have already
ours. Lift vour loot, white man, amd
let that blade of grass sprout and
grow!"

And then there is this query:

What can we do to furtlier the har.
monious relationship belween the
vegro and the white?

As Lin Yutang has said: “The
changes in our way of thinking must
be basic if we are to he saved.”

We must try and understand the
numerous problems that are con-
fronting us, and then work and strive
for & more universal love towards
all mankind. We ourselves cannot
grow and develop, if we have not
the will to see and 10 find these pro-
btems, and then 1o attack them
througl the medium of positive con-
structive thinking. We must try at all
times to he understauding; to grow
and look for the humane side of zli
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prahlems that face us every day. If
we do this, then we will have a uni-
versal love for all mankind...an
understanding of most problems. ..
a kind and sympathetic feeling for
all minorities . .. yea, for all that
lives.

Tle questions we have hrielly dis-
cussed are but a very few ol those
that people seem to be always asking.
and yet they are the important ones

the answers are. Racial intolerance js
stupid and illogieal. 1t is a fruitful
cause of wars between peoples and
nations. How easily this could be
avaoided. IT unly all of us could real-
ly understand! Or even try 1o under-
stand.

As recently pointed out hy Buel
Gallagher on the radio: “To deny
equality, or 1o demand segregation,
is 1o deny both the Brotherhood of

in mwany minds. How very simple  Man. and the Fatherhood of God.”
Fidelity, and the Future of the T. S.
. DE PURUCKER
(Exverpts from an editorial in The Theasophical Forune, Jannary, 19393

. .. . Breaking up into its diflerent componenl or separate societies, the Theo-
sophical Movement has nevertheless lived on .. .. Fach one of these different
sucieties will succeed or fail, in my judgment, precisely in accordance with
the degree of spirituality and intellectual penetration and selfless devation
whicl its members as individuals possess; or, lacking these, any one of them
will drift off, as H. . B. pointed out. on 1o one or more sanlbanks of thought
and there decay and become another sad wreck in the cyclic history of
Theosophical endeavor.

et us paunse a moment and look at these sandbanks, that we may more
clearly understand just what they are. They are rarelv if ever, indeed never,
in wmy judgment, sandhanks formed of the thouglt of other muevenients con-
lrary Lo our own, but abways of the mental prejudices, hiases, and intellectual
and emational waywardnesses whiel it is human uature so atierly to cherish,
4 In ether words, these sandhbanks are the product of vurselves, of Theosophists,
ol whalever society we may helong to. We are caught and ensnared by our
own weaknesses and our inlidelity to the principles | have mentioned above,
in which principles lie our only safely, our sheet anchor, as well as our
assurance ol lulure success,

Any sociely, for insiance, whieh hecomes merely a bibliolatrous sect,
worshiping books, however grand they may be hecanse of the teachings
contained in them, is almost certainly destined 1o fall inte the next error
of judgment, which is the worshiping of dead Leaders; and this is one of
the pitfalla. one of the commonest sandbanks, of organized theuglt which
onr own beloved T. S, must at all eosts avoid,

SAN DIEGO THEOSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES

Theosophical Center, Fourth Ave. and Oflive 5t., 5an Diego 3, Colif., Jackson 1740
Public Meelings — Sunday Afternoons — 3:00 o'Clack
Marelh  3rd—"The Iistory of Magic”"—Dorothy Fricud.
March Mth—"lnvisible Man"—Clarener Q. Wesner (Covina 1ldgris))
Mareh 15th—"An Actor Looks at Thensophy™—Tom Chstterion.
Mareh 21th—"Celtie Lare"—Genrge Simpson,
Mareh 31s1—"Mind and Matter”™—Dr. Corey,
April Tth—"The Theosophiral Movement and the Atomic Age™=Turis de Zirkedl,
April THh-—-"God, Atheism and Theesophy™—Lolita Hart (Covina Hdgets.).
April 21s1—*S¢ience Appeals to Religion”—RMajor Tubert S, Torner.
April 28ih—*Theosophy and Herrdity™—T. T. Clewesha.
For information an all Thessophical activities in $an Diego ond vicinity, inguire of Harold W,
Dempster, Regionol Viea President, 3131 McCall Sireel, San Diege 6, Califarnia, (Boyview 6839),
or T. Marriolt, 3926 Normul Avenve, San Diego 3, Colifornia [Jackson B%97),
16
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