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Augnst 11, 1831-May 4, 1891

WHITE LOTUS DAY

Ag the date of May B comes aromnil, in
the eyeling Seazons of the Year, all stu-
dents of the Ancient Wisdonr pay their
tribute of gratitude and afection to 1L.P.R.,
wha on that date, in 1891, at New Moon,
having fullilled her noble mission 1o han-
kind, went “Hone™ Tor o well-earned rest.
We =eemr to hear the eche of her words:

“He wla does not practice altruizin: he
who s not prepaced 1o share his fast mor.

sel with a weaker or pnorer than himeelf;
he who pegleets 10 hwelp his hrother nan,
ol whatever race, nation, or creed, when.
ever and wherever he merts suifering. and
who turns a deaf ear to the cry of hyman
mizeryt he who heats an innocent prrson
slandered, whether a brother Theasnphist
or not, and does not wnilertake his defense
as he wonldl undertake his own — ix no
Theosophist,”

— Lurifer, Vol T, p. 167,
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THEQOSOPHY: THE NEED OF THE HOUR

Boms nk Zikorr

In the crisis of our age is heralded
the birth of a new civilization. Out of
the ashes rises, Phoenix-like. the
shape of things to come. The tempo-

rary dissolution ol ethical standards,:.

the wide-spread suppression of Truth,
and the suicidal gospel of brute Torce
and opportunism, are here neither
denied nor disregarded. But te the

eyes ol a deeper ohserver they are:

only the scum rising 1o the surface
of the boiling canldron wherein is
enacted the alchemical process of
racial transmutation, a spiritual re-
reneralion of the vilal sireains of
Humanity,

That which seerrs to Ie the debase-
rcnt of many a lofty ideal. or the
stormy overthrow of once nable tra-
ditions, is but the clearine of the
grownd upon which nobler ideals and
more enduring traditions will be
crected in Lhe course of cveling years.
The psychical and intelleztual con-
Aagration which dissipates ino im-
palpable ashies whal sorre had riis-
taken for unshakable edifices of
Thought and Conducl releases al the
sane timme the penl-up Mood of a new
spititual vieor with whiclt to huild
a brighter future {or all men, And
while, in the dismal gleom of a tem-
porary spiritual hlackow, we see an-
cient aird familiar lighls going out
one hy one, greater and more eflul-
gent Beacons already now pierce the
enfolding darkness with their shalis
of redeeining light. _

The crisis we are in must be faced
and overcome, None can seclude him-
cell Fehind an imaginary wall of in-
lellectual isolation. Humanity is one
and indivisible. Every man or womasn
is an integral purt of the Karman of
the race, and has contributed lis cou-
struelive or disruptive part lowords
the shaping of this or any other cri-
sis, The appalling misery of loday is

our own handiwork., The World of
Tomorrew will not be built Tor us by
some Gracious Divinities descending
into our midst from a modern Olym-
pus. I it is ever to become an actu-
rlity, it will Liave to Le erected, stane
bv stone, through our own sel{-de-
vised eflerts and under the guidance
of our own spiritual manhood. There
is 1o other way!

There is a road which leads ino
the dawning light of a New bFra,
There is a meszsage which (ully an-
swers Lhe yearning of men for peace.
There is a knowledge which ean
solve our ballling problems and a
code of conduet which can provide
an unshakable foundation for a bet-
ter and nobler World to be. 'Thal
road, that message sod that knowl-
edge is Theosophy, the ageless uni-
versal spiritual tradition which no
cataclysmn has ever Leen able to oblil-
erale.

The lofty metaphysics of the An-
cient Wisdom are only for the few.
though they may be many, The sim-
e teachings of that timeless wisdam
are, however, for the braad masses of
the people, and they ean be under-
stood by all, rich and poor, edu-
cated and illiterate,

Cause and Eflect, the potential D)i-
vinity of man, Ueincarnation, Eihical
Respounsibility, the Unity of all Life.
the Solidarity of all the peoples of
the Farth, their indissoluble Brother-
hood or Oneness, the trne nature of
Deatli, the great precepls of conduct
which the Sages of all times have
outlined for vs —— these and other
simple teachings, presented in under-
standable language anl wilh the con-
viction of the heart, striking a re-
sponsive fire in the hearts of others,
conld usher in a new Order of the
Ages and accomplish that inner
change of minds and hearts which
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neither centuries of orpanized reli-
gion, nor generations of scientific
research, periodically prostituting its
findings 10 the wholesale destruction
of the human race, have heen able
to bring about,

The present journal is devoted 10
the dissemination of the message of
Theosophy: simple, for the many;
somewhat more technical, Tor the
few. The time is ripe fer a wider
sowing. It is our earnest lepe tha
the reader as well as the welcome
writer will find in this journal an
open channel to spread broadeast the
coul-liealing teachings of Theosophy,
and of Theosaphy alane. We remem-
ber these words of . 1. Blavatsky.
and we [eel in them an endorsement
ol our own modest ellorts;

“Laok areund you, my hrntliers and sis-
trrs. Not a seet. not a puild, or Society,
however insipnfficant and nseless, and Tar
smaller than our Theozoplitcal body, hut

has its rerngnized organ. ., . e weekly
or even monthly sheet af only four pages
is hetter aban sone: and il we had oot an
absobnte and imnediate necessity for sucl
n delensive orpan now, it would serve at
all timrs for the dissemination of suy the-
wsaphical teachings, the poprdurizatiog of
‘Fhensophy and Eastern L:tllil'n suited far
the imtelligence of the masees, . ., Teach
the eommnan taborer the tinths he fails
findd in the churehes, aaek yon will snon
have eavedl half of the mankind of rivilized
erowntrkes. {ur the PPATI0 s easier (o the
poor and the simiple of heart than 1n the
cltured 2urd the vieh,” — fssued by H.B.
from Lif Madison dvenue, New York City,
18A9. 1891, -

Let this be our Bauner, the Watch-
word of Trrosoriia, the Seerel Wis-
dom through the Ages, hoary will
time, yel perennially young. May its
pages  pitide the [oolsore pilgrim
through e murky clonds of 1he
present, to the Hills of Discernment
where is bhreaking even now the
“Dawn of the Mystie [last.”

.
ANTIQUITY OF THEOSOPHY

Frank G, Fisravson®

Theosephy ifram Theo — “God™ and Sophia — “Wisdom,” lience Divine
Wisdom) is a2 body of Teaching or a body of Secret Doctrine that has come
down through the ages Irom a Ffar distant and misty past, It is an esoteric
tradition that is older than the enduring hills. It was 1anght in the Mystery
schools of the Greek and Roman civilizations. Theosophy is, indeed, those
Ancient Mysteries; and those hlysteries, =aid the late Dr. G, de Purucker, are
as old as thinking man himself. Every nation, every people, every race lad
its own variety of that same bhady of Feaching or Arehaie Wisdom-Religion.

As the Guhya-Vidyi of the Iindus, this body of Esoteric Tradition, il one
It possess the master-key, can be found enshrined in the Upanishads —
those wenderful mystical literary works which later developed into the
highly philosophical and profound system called the Vedinta. it was the
Kabala of the ancient llebrews — Uie very word “Kabala” meaning some-
thing which is landed down or passed down from man lo man by tradilion.
The Kabala or Jewizl Tleosophy existed as a tradition — a sysiem or dec-
trine of the initialed Jews or Tanaim — long hefore it was reduced (o writ-
ing. Indeed the Kabala was the archaic Chaldean Secrel Doctrine, which was
a system of esoteric philosophy handed down in part by oral tradition and
wholly so in the case of its deeper mysteries.

The Goths had thieir mysteries. At the winter solstice they celebrated in
honer of Thor, the I’rince of the Powers of the Air,

The ancient Celts of Britain and lIreland had their mysteries — the mys-
teries of the Druids, whose initiates came from Egypt and Chaldea, “The

* The Hon. Frenk G, Finlayson, a Mason, is a 33° ITon, — Fd.
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Egyptian Priests,” says that eminent masonic scholar Gen. Albert Pike,
“tangly in their great mysteries that there was one God [one Divine Prin-
ciple], Supreme and Unapproachable, who had conceived the Universe by
His Intelligence, and bhefore he created it by His Power and Will.”

The early Christians held to tliose primitive truths which had passed from
the Egyjitians to the Jews and had been preserved among the latler by the
Cssenes, [ndeed, according to the Gospel story, Jesus himsell taught the Mys.
teries to his disciples — the few chosen and elect. In the Gospel Aceording
to Mark (iii, 11-12) we read: “And He said 1o them, Unto you is given to
know the mystery of the kingdom of God: hut unto them that are without,
all these Whings are done in parables; that seeing they may see, and not per-
ceive; and hearing they may hear, and uot understand.”

According 1o a learned masonic writer, Brother W. J. B, Macleod Muoore

33°, in the days of the early primitive Christians “the secrets of the mystery
of Christianily were pnly commmicated to 1he Initiates, and these Initiates
were first made Christians, then advanced in Christianity, and finally raised
to a knowledge of all ils Aporrheta. There were three degrees or steps in
Christianity, and its religions system was known as the ‘Disciplina Arcana’
— the discipline of the secret. There was an esoteric and exoteric doctrine.
The tliree classes whao received the three degrees of the primitive church were
the *Catechumens,’ the ‘Compelentes’ and the ‘Illuminati’,” (itist. of Free-
niasonry and Concordant Orders, p. 716.)

This age-old Secret Ioctrine or Esoteric Tradition, known today under the
name of Theosophy, and which, if we but possess the key. may be clearly dis-
cerned in the sacred writings, traditions and myths of all peoples the world
over, is the mother of all the great exoteric religions existing on earth today.
Qur learned masonic brother General Albert Pike, in his Morals and Dogma
{pp. 102 and 720), well says: “TTumaniiy has never really had hut one reli-
gion and one worship. This universal fight has had its uneertain changes, ils
deceitful rellections, and its shadows, but always after the nights of Error. we
see il reappear, one and pure like the Sun. . . . Through the veil of all the
hieratic and mythic atlegories of the ancient dogmas, under the seal of all
the sacred writings, in the ruins of Ninevah or Thebes, on the worn stones of
the ancient temples, and on the blackened face of the Sphinx of Assyria or
Egypn, in the monstrous or marvellous piclures which the sacred pages of the
Vedns trenslate for the believers of India, in the strange emblems of our old
hooks of alchemy, in the ceremonies of reception practised by all the mys.
lerious Socielies, we find the traces ol a doctrine, everywliere the same, and
everywhere carelully concealed, ‘Ihe oceult philosephy seems to have been
the nurse or the gmimo!her of all religions, the secret lever of all ihe imel.
lectunl forces, the key of all divine obscurilies, and the absolute QQueen of

Society, in the ages when it was exclusively reserved for the education of 1he
Priests and Kings.”

1 ;_object io be striven for is the amelioration of the condition
of MaN by the spread ol _truth suited to the various stases ol lis developmel

and ihat of Uhe conntry he inhabits and helongs to. TRUTH has no ear-mark
and doeés ot sulfer Tromn (he name under which it is promuloated — it the

said object is attained.” — AKlaster K. 1. in 1he Mahatmu Letters to A. P.
Strnett, p. 399,
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“Cheosoply Speaks’
pity op

WHAT 15 THEQSOPHY?

Transcribed Radio Broadcast of Deecember 12, 1943,
aver Station KMPC, Beverly Hills, California

Announver: “Thenaophy Speaks!™

“LIGHT FOR THE MIND — LOVE FOR THE DEART — AND
UNDERSTANDING FOR THE INTELLECT”

This i= the initial broadeast of o series that will undertake 10 auswer zome of 1the many
qiiestions in sur minde regarding the prablemns ol life amd the systeries of death, and
that will endeavor to sl the innale (hjlllllj of human llr-1|||:- amid their rightlul place

in o Universe that need not he * ‘mysterios"

SOUND Telephone rings . ., then .,

R1CK: Netlo.

GEORCGE forer tefephoneld : Riek, s is
Ceorge. Sav, you remember Bifl Plummer,
the chap who playved on the varsity team
in aur eld sehoal days, dun’t van?

RICK: OF course T do? What ab:out him?

CEORGE (orer telephonel: Tle just ar-
rived in town with a friend of Nis. Bruee
Seymour. They were in Africa together —
heen discharged from eervice hecanse of
injurirs. Well. theyve heen asking me a
Int of questions | can't pnswer — serms
they gt an earful of reincarnation anid
things like that over there and are trying
tn pet straightened et aon soire poinis, |
tald them T knew a ”lrncnplnq who might
have the answers. Haow abuout it — can we
caome right over?

RICK: O course, George, Tl do my
hest.

(oissoLye INTO} .

BILL: You mav think me very unin-
formed. Rick, bt T've avtually never even
heard af Theosophy until Genrge here men.
tioned it. Wonld vou mind elling me first
What Theasephy 1s?

RIC Well, fast of nll, the ward itself
is a combination ol 1we Greek words:
“Toeos” meaning God or Divine, aind So-
A" meaning wisdom nr knowledee, In
ellier words, Thyving Knvowiepcs — ar Usi-
virsal. Tautp, Theosophy  explains  the
How and wny of the Universe and nf man
thenugh Science, Weligion rnd Philosophy
-— beeanse anly through this combination
can complete truth he perreived,

BRUCE: That sonnds reasonable enough,

RICK: Therelore, Theosophy's mission
theough science, religion and plilosophy i=
tn help spread Lteot eon tre M, Lovr
ror TR HEART, Axn [INDURSTANIING FoR
1k InveLLker o ., and we think that alf
three must be salisfied in every man hef~ee
Ite has real knowledee and underetanding.

BHLL: You mean wnderstanding of his
fellowmen, don't you?

Many of the peints merely relerred 1o today
will lie discassed more thorougldy in subsequent hroade

auls,

RICK: Bill, when o owan wiilersipnds
him=ell ml lso the Universe of whicl e
i= an inseparable part, he will alsa ander.
stuped Wis fellowmen, But men have lowt
sight of the impitance of these things
durinr these mnaterinlistic vears when
things of the {lesh liave beeswie wore -
wrtaunt than thinps of the spiri,

BRUCE: Veasaphy is quite new, tHamel,
je’t it? Neither of us lins ever hieard of i,

RICK s The Wonn Theosnphy is vompar-
atively new — hut the universal troths
that Theosaphy presemis are apeless. As
Jong as there has been life, there Nas ex.
istedd an explunation of life, As leng as
mankind has Jived on rarth apl been puz-
zled repuvding the canse aml purpose of
ite existence, just so lonp also bave the
canse and meaning heen taupht by great
Syititmal Teachers thronghont the Ages.

BILL: You mean then that the ranse
aiel meaning of life can be explained hy
Theosophy theaueh a combinmion of sci-
ebee, religion and philosophy?

RICK: Yes, You eee, Seicuce deals with
phenomena, Philosaphy, with the CAuses
of phenemnena,  amd  Religion, with  the
Friies governing phenomens, The comnli-
nation of these three eomverpes in an un-
derstnnding of universal trath,

GEORGE: Mow do vou mean?

RICK: Well, let’s hegin with Seirere,
which deals with phensmena, or discav-
erirs, In modrrn scienee Thensaphy is he-
ginning v find a strong ally, inr it has
bronght albt the realization that there
are worlds heyvond pwe own, hidden to onr
phy=iral senses,

BRUCE: ‘That's right — most of us think
that lile an thia planct eandy is all there
in: we give no thought to other planets,
SHATS 4T UNIVErses.

RICK: T know it — and wr deny that
thev are anyibing elee excepl litte snreks
of Helt in the wight skv. 1T the Fasth,
which is wne of the smallest sperks in the
Lhiiverse, hag teeming life upen it, why
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should we say that other, Inrper epecks
have no life? To deny the existence of
anylthing sinply heeause 0 cannot be pro.
ven by established physical means, has be-
come an absurdity,
' BRUCE: As it should,
RICK: 1L PP, Blavarky gove to the worhl
! that preat work known az The Skeker
Docrrige, Some scientists devclare that this
book pave to science “a spiritmal view of
the universe,”” She shiowed that behind the
. materin] wniverse that we see, there is a
spiritual something — call it- by whatever
name you wish. In one of her writings, for
exemple, she maid that Lack of alt phe.
nomena that we know in the physical
world, like heat, electricity, gravity, lighy,
and so forth, there is whidt-she calls the
One Lirg, meaning the divine urge which
animates everything. And we helieve that

. when seientists inject this Semroat sig.
nificance into their discoveries, they will
R be closer 1o Truth. For ner science-is com-

plete_which leaves om any department o
Nature, whether visible or_nvisible.

GEORGE: Didnt she also ey, Davk in
the days when it was lieresy, that the atom
was divisihle?

RICK: Yes, she did. add’ was rvidiculed,
but now it is an established scientific facl,
as we all know,

BRUCE: What ahont Philosaphy, Rick?

RICK: Well, philosophy seeks” knowl-
edge of the Cavsgs hehind everything that
happens. A philosoplier, therelnre, is one
wlo tries o see heyend appearancess (Jne
of them, still living, recently wrote, *'The
divine life in man is not [ully. expresced
as yet. e ilds for himself in every life

sical body, threuglh which he tries to pive
expression 1o the inner, spiritual life, e
vibrates continnally hetween twa opposite
poles as it were — the divire, inner Spirit
H en the oane hand, and ilie lower, personal
sell on the other. Men's mind is therefore

dual, But — t(rause) -— there is a venter
within us all where trath abides fu full-
s ness — amil that is oor link with the Di-
vine." (ravse)l Now, Religion —
. GEORGE: Oh yes, Rick, some people
think that Theosophy is a religion, yon
know,

RICK: No, it is not 4 religion — just
ns it is mot A seience, or A philosophy.
Among Theosophizis there are people of all
religions, P'rimarily Religion is Evwics -

’ nnt merely specific creeds. In othier words,
Religion Itsell is & way of life. And 30 is
v Theosophy .
¢ BILL: But 1o most people, religion and
g a Leliel in God are synonymous. And you

haven't mentioned God.

RICK: Well, Theosophy maintains that
there in a 1hvine Sotree from which

on enrth & psychological nature and a phy-

EveEnyriing jssues, We do not eall it Gul,
for the reason that the word God Yeads in
o man-mile conception of the Pivine, We
give Ko mame to Divinity, Yoeu see, when
fou give a hame o an idea, it immediately
imits the idea, Thought rannnt he greater
than the rhinker — so if we establish a
God by means of nur nwn imapinations, we
ereate a pad as limited as oor fmagina-
tions, Ancther point is that Pivinity ean-
not be limited in any way whatsoever sinee
it isx inhnite, and must he Etenyan and
Fvenywuene, We draw the conclusion,
therefore, that sinre Divinity 15 everywhere,
that everything contaINs [Hyvinity — Trom
the smallest atom ~— 1o man — to the
greatest galaxy, And when we hnman be-
ings make the effan to express this Bivin-
ity within us, we grow in wisdom amd
greatness, This is the purpose of evolution
— the meaning af lile. travse)l Do you
want me to clarily any of these points. ar
1 o on?

BILL: Well, sll of this ix quite new to
me. but 1 find mysell agreeing with it —
instinctively, [ guess. So I'd like te make
swre first that I've got it firmly in my mind,
As | understand it, science, philosophy anid
religion must be considered together and
in relation to each other, in approaching
Truth and & real understanding of our-
selves and the universe,

BRUCE: Let me pick up the next pajnt,
Bitl. We must school ourselves tn lonk De-
yond mere outward gppearances for truth.
Also, thet because man vibrates between
the two apposile poles of spirituality and

materiabity, Tis mind s dual. And that his
Jad in this school ol TiTe 05 1o Tearn 10 redc-
ognize the lalse plitter and Ture of the
Linppal. — to puell away Trom pnide, jre.
nudice, preed, Jealousy” aund anper — and

instead ta Decome maenetically atfracted
to, and wnilied witle, the great spiritualiz-
ihe Torces of Jorgiveness,” paticnee, Toier-
ance, atnsellzhness  atd  cumpassion. We

lave the Tree will ta attract these duali-
ties ta us, or ta repel thew, TOs sirtetly up
io_each one ol us,

GEORGE: Let me 1ake it up from there,
Brure. Thensophy maintains that ne man
can have a proper comprehensinn of eth-
ics and morals without understanding his
proper place in the universe, his wrigin,
his real nature and destiny,

ICK: That's i1, You certainly have
canght the idea,

GEORGE: T donw't understand why spme
people think that Theosophy ix tos deep
{for the average person to understanil,

RICK: Well, you see it isn't, George, In
fart, it ia so all-embracing that children
can readily understand it — and yet its
abstract and teclinical wachings are cap-
alle of challenging the o= brilliant in-
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tellect, But one thing is certain — we all
have piinds To rHINK winin And il we ey
ta think eut diflicult things, we develnp
mental muscles, so to eprak — and legrn
haw to think maore deeply,

BILL: Thanks, Hick, fnr your clear ex-
planation abomt what Theosophy is. By
rou've only touched on Reincarnation, you
anv. Can’t you tell me something more
abom jt?

RICK: Reincarnation, as well as the law
of Cause and Effert, rnd Evolution, are
three uaniversal truths that will help us
lire the ethirs mast of us merely tafk aboun
now. They are also sbsolutely ecsential 1o
en ynderstanding aboent life and  death,
Naturally, | ran’t g inte them in detail
taday, beeause we haven't the time, B
Ill mention therm at least, Fiest, Rejuenr-
wnatien . . . '

BRUCE f=oftlyy: ‘Ihis i= jr, Bill — this
is what we wam clarilied.

BILL: Yee. Yon see, Hirk, we thouglh
and ralked a ot glwut life and deathe while
we were i the service, And oaceasionally
enme of the lellows would wention rein-
carnation — how we live and die many
times, Somehow it appealed to us — and
naw we're determined to know muore
abont it,

RICK: Well, we say it i= itlogical and
cruel for o human being to e limited 1o
one liletije o earth, hecause at death
we all leave too many unfinished threads
dangling. Alsa, we insist that the inequali-
tirs and seeming injustices in the lives of
peonle mesr have an wlequate explana-
tion that will appeal to the reason, as well
ps 10 the heart.

BRWCE: You mean we need more than
vne lifetime to tearn alb that lile on enrth
has tn offer, and that we are given other
oppurtunities in vepeated births?

RICK: That's right. We might say that
life i= a schoolhouse of experienre ond
one lifetine can be eompared to one grade
of school. We'se nll probably lived and
died a thousand times, with more to fal-
Iow, So you see how foolish it is to fenr
either life or dealls.

tan Lmz) Then there is the universal
touth regarding Caose and Effect, which
wr calk Karma: and it means that every
individual iz morally responsible for his
every thought, word and act, and is strictly

accountable for them. We reap what we
sow, I we zow beauty and harmony, we
vean tiver fust like thot, 1l we sow wgli-
ness and diseard, we reap that too, In
other words, the conditions of our lives
reflect whiat our theupls and aefions are
mvw and BAVE BEEN in past lives, Se do
our charaeiers, We are today what we've
made ourselves o be, Fach person s his
own linndiwork.

GEORGE: [ think it was n past who
put it thes wav: T am the eaptain of my
soul, the master of wy fote.

RICK: That's the it}ca.

(ravsel

BILL: And Erofution?

RICK: Feolution iz the universal proe-
eze by whicl everything changes, prows
aud develups, The word “evoligion” wrans
ta hring eov that which is wiros, Al
ns T osadel ewrlier, Divisiery iz within all
things, 'FThe diference between a plant, a
man, and an angel iz ppe of gpiriteal un-
{oldment o evolution, The pirrpose ol
cvalution is for AL life ta learn, az the
epes slowly roll by, to fully rxpress the
Divinity within, And =ince Nature waorks
slowly, amd rontinually  repents liersell,
evelution yequires TIME and  depends an
eontinwity, Menee, vur many hitths and
tlenths, And a2 man hepins 1o express
mnre of his inner, spiritoal natere, he be-
ging te approach closer to inlinite (ruth,
travsel Ihes that answer your equestion,
Rilt?

B Yes, it does, Rick, although 1
ernze there is n lob msre to e saidd on
these subjeets.

RICK: Yes, there is a preal deal more,
But [ hope Tve made it clear that Theo-
suphy is nat a ereed, but g way o LIre

— n_made oF eoudtict — Tor 11 13 _the

great_iutevpreter ol lile, Troal ¥= i5 man,
hut we cannol Qind it, or _understangd i,
il we putrage the laws of Natore by sell-
ish. _unwurthy_ thouphts _and actz_ tn_our
daily lives. Man__doeen’t _nchieve prowil

- w e ke o wm om owm om m momm

or_goaduess nutil he deeldrs pinsrLe that

he _wants them, and then works wwanl
them raeh dov — 1hey are unt given o us

as_pilts, The Tundamental Taw "ol nalure
ig: JFanvony, And we can_starl_any min-

ute_wr_wisll 1o _end discond in_our Tives
and_characters Ty _petiing “in key  wille
the hanrony eof the universe.

THEQSOPHICAL RADIO BROADCASTS

The Radio Trogram printed abeve inougorated a series of 13 hrordensis piven over
RKAMPC at 2:15 PAL every Suneday, the Gual ane being on March 26, 1911 The rost of
this seriez wa= ahout 2600, W has heen seggested that “Tneosorny Sreaks” he on the
air for an indefintte period. This will depend upon the Tunds that ran be raised, Duoring
the summer manths, the Radio Committee will prepare ecripis {or a 26 ar 3V-werk series,
Resulis of the series just ended have been highty mpatilying, both in new contrcts ol
literatare sald, — A, I, Beach, Chairnian, Public Relmtions Commiteee.

R




THE SPIRIT OF SERVICE

Haroen W, Deympester

Everywhere today men and women
are learning the meaning of service.
Millions are serving in the armed
forces; others in civilian lile find
themselves required 1o serve more
than they ever theught would be ex-
pected of them on the home front.
Some find themselves tied down to
conhining home duies. taking care
of those unable Lo do for themselves,
Pressures of all kinds in family,
business, social and community life
crowd in from all sides so that we
all have lesg amd less lime to think
of the [ittle personal self. Some forin
of service is ever making demznds
upon our line,

What is the meaning of i al}?
What is really going on all over the
world that causes the requirement of
service to stand oul in such hold re-
lief? .

Let us analyze the situation, In
contrast to the personal self-seeking
motives and isolations of the past,
individual and national. today Na-
ture seems 10 be forcing info activity
such forces a= require men and
women Uie world over lo 2ct as sell-
sacrificing cotperative unils, It is a
case of Lhat “or else,”” Never helore
in recorded history have we seen
such evidences as exist in this par-
ticular eyele of the spirit of coiper-
ative service. An armed force is dis-
ciplined so to act that one hranch
of the same it works in harmony
{Gung Ho, as the Clinese say) with
other branches of the same or other
units for a common cause.

What is the Theosophical signifi-
cance of all this? Regardless of
man's religious views, or whether he
knows or admits it or not, he is be.
ing introduced 1o some of the real
occult Truths of Life in the form of
a ereater realization of the factual
nature of the prineiple of Universal
Brotlierhvod (really Universal Rela-

tionships), even amidst the horrors
of this present war; he hecomes
aware of a deepening sense of indj-
vidual responsibility Turther 10 free
himself through service (Karman)
amdl a conviction grows upon him
thet present and past-war codpera-
tion iz a “must” on the blueprinis of
the world we should be hailding by
our thoughts and actions of today,

These are unot new thoughls 19
those who are {amiliar with some of
the fundamentals of the l=oterie
Philosephy, But they are decidedly
new lo the minds of the masses every-
where.

If we see an individual. a group
or an organization. living and acling
according to these decper concepts:
Brotherhood, Responsibiliny and Co-
operation, we ahbserve that their ac-
tiens and inner feelings speak louder
than words. Their desire and motive
is to serve altruistically. perlorm
cheerfully and willingly their small
or large responsibility, in the inter-
est ol cobperative accomplishment
for the good of all mankind. Aud
this they da without thought of per.
sonal reward or faver. Men and
women ol this ealibre do not have to
be urged by others to do their part
in any cause; [or they are already
doing their duty, and are hoping they
mieht do much more.

Several factors enter into this pic-
ture: first, Karmic and Cyelie condi-
tiuns ol our own making are uccenti
ated now, in this period of extremely
rapid vibralion; secoml. evolving
aml reincarnating egos which are
coming into manifestation in this
cycle are hringing new fold!} con-
cepts of the Universe and ils nature
with them. In addition to these. the
essential characteristics {Swalhava)
of each and all of us who wish to see
a belter world and want to do some-
thing to help bring it about, exesls
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itseif as au inlluence of construective
upliftment. Coupled with this is the
choice we make (the Right or Lelt-
hand Path) in all situations, in our
day-to-day journey towards the at-
tainment of first-hand knowledge of
the Spiritual Sell.

May your Spirit of Service burn
steady and bright, and not licker out

after the first impulse to further serv-
ice has spent itself, What is needed
is an ever-constant tnner flame in the
form of an urge 1o serve in the up-
liftment of the race. To think about
it and to yearn for this kind of sery.
ice brings 10 us opportunities thal we
never dreamed were possible Try it!

THE BEACON OF THE UNKNOWN

H, P, BLAVATSKY

Excerpls from the brilliam and profound article written originally in Freach
aril published under the title *Le Phore de 'nconnu® in
La Revue Theosophique, Paris, May, 1889,

After all, crities who judge only
by appearances are not altogether
wrong. There is Theosaphy and
Theosophy: the Theosophy of 1he
Theosophist, and the Theosophy of
a Fellow of the Society of that name.
What does the world know of 1rue
Theosophy? How can it distingunish
hetween that of a Plotinus and that
of the false brothers? And of the
latter the Society possesses more
than its share. The egoism, vanity
and self-zufficiency of 1he majority
ol morials is incredible. There are
some for whom their liutle person-
ality constitutes the whole universe,
beyond which there is uo salvation.
Suggest to one ol these that the
alpha and omege of wisdom are not
limited by the circumference of his
or her head, that his or her judg
ment could not be considered yuite
equal to that of Soloemon, and
siraight away he or she accuses you
of anti-theosophy. You have been
guilty of blasphemy against the
spirvit, which will not be pardoned
in this century, nor in the next.
These peeple say, “l am Theoso-
phy,” as Louis X1V said, “I am the
State.” They speak of fraternity and
of altruism and care in reality only
for that for which no one else cares
-— themselves — in other words,
their little “me” Their egoism
makes them fancy that it is they only

who represent the temple of Theo-
sophy, and that in proclaiming them-
selves lo the world they are pro-
clziming Theosophy. Alas! the doors
and windows of that “lemple” are
no better than so many chaunels
through which enter, but very sel-
dom depart, the vices and illusions
characleristic of egoistical medioc-
rities.

These people are the white ants of
the Theosophical Society, which eat
away ils foundations, and are a per-
petual menace to it, It is only when
they leave it that it is possible 10
breathe freely.

It is not such as these that can
ever give a correct idea of practical
Theosophy, still less of the trans-
cendental Theosophy which occupies
the minds of a little group of the
elect. Every one of us possesses the
faculty, the inlerior sense, thal is
known by the name of intuition, hut
how rare are those wha know how
to develop it! It is, however, only by
the aid of this faculty that men can
ever see things in their true colors.
It is an instinct of the soul, which
grows in us in propertion lo the em-
ployment we give it, and which helps
us to perceive and understand the
realities ol things with far more cer-
tainty than can the simple use of our
senses and the exercise of our reason,
What are called good sense and
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logic enable us 1o see only the ap.
pearance of things, that which is
evident o everyone, The instinet of
which [ speek, being a projection of
our perceplive consciousness, a pro-
jection which acts from the subjec-
live Lo the objective, and not vice
versa, awakens in us the spiritual
senses and power to act; these senses
assimilate to themselves the essence
of the vhject or of the activn under
examination, and represent it lo us
as it really is, not as il appears to
our physical senses and to our cold
reason. . . .

This is true Theosophy, iuner
Theosophy, that of the soul. But fol-
lowed with a selfish aim Theosophy
changes its nature and hecones de-
monosophy. That is why Oriental
wisdom teaches us that the Hindu
Yogi who isolates himself in an im-
penetrable forest, like the Christian
hermit who, as was common in for-
mer {imes, retires to the desert, are
both of them nothing Lut accom-
plished egoists. The one acts with
the sole idea of finding a nirvanic
refuge against reincarnations the
other acts with the unique idea of
gaving his soul-—hoth of them think
onfy of themselves, Their motive is
altogether personaly for, even sup-
posing Lhey aitain their end, are they
not like cowardly seldiers, who de-
sert their regiment when it is going
into aclien, in order to keep out of
the way of the bullets?

Tu isolating themselves as they do,
neither the Yogi nor the *“Saint”
helps anyone bt himself; on the
contrary, both show themselves pro-
foundly indiflerent to the f{ale of
mankind. whem they Ily from and
desert, Mount Athos contains, per-
haps, a few sincere fanalics: never.
theless, even these have without
knowing it got ofl the only track thal
leads to the trulli — the path of Cal-
vary, en which each one volumarily
biears the eross of humanity, and lor
hamanity, In reality it is a nest ol
the coarsest kind of selfishness; and

1"

it is to such places that Adam’s re.
mark on monasteries applies: “There
are solitary creatures there who seem
to have lled from the rest of man-
kind for the sole pleasure of com-
muning with the Devil téte.a-161e.”
. . . the grestest asecetics and saints
of our days are not those who relire
inte inaccessible places, but those
who pass their lives in traveling
from place to place. doing good and
trying to raise mankind. . . .

The Beacon-light upon whicl the
eves of all real Theosophists are
fixed is the same towards which in
all ages the imprisoned human soul
has struggled. This eacon, wliose
light shines upan- no earthly seas,
but which has mirrored ticell in the
sombre depths of the primordial
waters of infinile space, is called
by us, as hy the carliest Theoso.
phists, “Divine Wisdom.” That is
the last word of the esoteric doc.
trine; and in antiquity, where was
the country, having the right to eall
itself civilized, that did not possess
a double syslem of Wisponr, of which
ane part wos [or the masses. and the
other for the few — the exoteric and
the ezolerie? This name, Wispour,
or as we =zay sometimes, the “Wis.
dem Religivn™ or Theosophy, is as
old as the human wmind. . . . Uuder
that name, so noble and s correct in
its definition, all the masters of an.
tiquity designated the aggregate of
our knowledge of things human and
divine, . . .

The InriNITE eannot be known to
our reason, which ean only distin-
guish and define; but we can alwavs
conecive the abstract idea thereof,
thanks to that facully higher 1han
cur reason — {ntuition, ur the spir-
itual instinet of which [ have spoken.
Only the great Iniliates. who have
the rare power of throwing them.
selves into the state of Samddhi . . .
only these can boast of having heen
in contact with the frfinite: but no
mote tan other mortals can they
describe that state in words.
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THEOSOPHY TODAY

Wene R, Bencstrom

Did you pick up the paper this
maorning  and ﬁna”y put it down
with a confused sense of wncertainty;
a passing thought, perhaps, that yes.
ter year liad departed and that the
futlure was inescapably one of con-
fusion? Did you recall the humani-
ties which graced your former years
and ponder upon their seemingly
wholesale abandonment for the exig-
encies of necessitous preparation for
a war economy? If you did, your
thought was arrested by the realiza-
tion that there must be retained some
principle of coenduct eor guidance
vital and strong enough to transeend
the tumult and direct your life
through the shoals of such a stormy
passage. D)id it occur 1o you that
vour Theosophy was of that vital
dynamic which could rend the ciouds
of couflusion and chart your course
for today?

This paper is a plea {or vital tiv-
ing in trying times; a plea for the
expression of a vital philosaphy as
elfective and maore supple than the
sinews of a trained athlete. Theonso-
phv is a philosophy as old as time
and as modern in its usefulness and
application as the latest discovery
in the scientific laboratory, Do you
realize this?

This is not a plea for the incau-
tinus lo run lo the nearest corner to
atlempt to convince all comers that
Theosophy has a vital niessage for
today, but a challenge that you may
reinform and refortify yourself re-
sponsibly to discharge that duty
which Theosophy imposes upon you
so that hy patient understanding and
unselfish service men may observe
and say: “What is that pewer which
directa his 1ife? He is strong. [le s
sure. lle is not perturbed in spirit.
He must have something that is
strong and noble. 1 will ask him,”

Observe the humble truism: Noth-
ing is of value unless you use it. To

use anything eflectively, we are
faced with a duty of administration,
a respensibilily, Is your Theosophy
a responsibility with you? Is your
responsihility, your Theosophy, dis-
charged among your fellow men? If
nol, you have missed the challenge
of service 10 a hewildered world to-
day. OF all studies, Theosoply is
hest able 1o provide the mind with
that broad perspective which  will
give a halanced power of assurance
1 the ordering of life in uselul as.
sociation with one’s fellow Deings.
This outlook is Tar removed (rom
the self-centered psychosis of the
escapist. It is far removed {rom the
selfish dicta, It is rather that sub-
stanlial realization that the acquire.
ment of each ounce of learning and
information is but a sacrificial act
of dedication upon the altar of hu.
manily toward the goal of the divine
perlectibiility of man,

(4 your Theosophy 1 ask you to
rellect. From ils wide and seemingly
unfathomable depths you have
drawn inspiration and sirength. 1If
you have lbeen earnest in your
search, your vision has been opened
lo a great spiritual realization — a
realization engendered of a grest ne-
eessity, Be alert to this necessily.
llere is the challenge of use. tie
moral responsihility of a useful ap-
plication 1o life, What had the Naz-
arene in mind when he said: *“The
light of the body is the eye: if, theve-
fore, thine eye be single, 1thy whole
body shall be full of light” —
{ Matt. vi, 22)

Let your Theosophy bhe a houn-
teous least springing from the inner
resources ol your heing, so abun-
dant that it may fleed the famished
who are altogether too near to you.
You have hut to exiend your arm
to describe the arc of duty and with
that duty performed, you are re-
freshed hy the [ragrance of 1he im-
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personal deed. The wise man is great  take your Theosophy with you into
and noble, though he be humble, be-  the market place?

ciuse as he lovks eye to eye with his
fellow man, he has but viewed the
couhterparts ol a vast spiritual lra-
ternity,

How do you walk through 1the
market place? With averted eyes?
With the captious confidence of the
sellish one or with the earelessness
of indifference? Ur do you go with
the eager eye of recognition of good
will, that inlensity of uzelul dedica-

tion betokened by simple friendli- ven by v i il
ness and sympathetie understand- faarnleslness glven by yot, yoiu wi

ine? Do you realize that \he medi. i lime reap a harvest which will
cines and unguents of the humhle [feed the hungry and eonfused and
are as rich in their healing as the incidenially grant that benison of
patronage of the one whose wealth tranquil peace to your life which
may serve a larger cause? Do you is beyoud all cost.

In relerring to Theorophy as a
vital phitlosophy it is not altegether
suggested that a field of philosophi-
cal study iz necessary, That is amply
available and may be pursued in +fue
course. [t is suggested, however. that
a substantial guide to a useful and
nolle lile is waiting for yeu: a
chart to seas of adventure never
dreamed of perhaps and that assur-
ance to you that for each ounce of
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A Selectinn of Talks on Theosophy as Helatod Primorily |
to Human Life and fuman Probloms

A NEW BOOK BY G. DE FURUCKER
This is the second volume, issued posthmously, of callecied 1alks and addproes
by the late Theosophical Lender, A timely note is sounded in these inspired swrit-
ings. The auwthor (heaws a flood of Jight upon such subjects as “Nature's Way
After Death,” “llow Can You Prove Reincarnation?”, “Fhe Living Buddlas in
Tibet,” *The Guardian Angel,” *The Yopa of ‘Theosophy,™ “Lost Cantinents anl
Onur Atlantesn Heritage,” and others. This swork not only raizes a signal of inzis.
ant werning, but unlurlz a banuer of wneonquerable hope, for the new Messjanic
Cycle now opening.
8$2.50, cloth, 354 puges. Can be ardered from Lodge No. 61).

SAN DIEGO THEQSOPRICAL ACTIVITIES
PUBLIC MEETINGS — SUNDAY AFTERNOONS — 3:00 O'CLOCK
THeosumcal Center, Fornra Avesve asp OLive Sinker
General Theme: Karman — the Law of Cause und Effect
Codrdinator: Mrs. Dorothy Friend
May 7 — *The Wheel of Life,” M=, Mildred Traxler. Auspices: Lodpe Noo 61,
May 14 — “How to deet the Karman of Taday,™ Miss Judith Tyberg of Covina ead-
quariers, Auspiees: Lo Jolla Lodgr,
May 21 — “Does Chance or Justice Rule Our Lives?™ Boris e Zirkofl, Field Lecturer,
Auspices: Lodpe No, 1,
May 2B — P’anel Discussion: “What Ts & Good Man?" Guest Speaker, Fiof, Harry G
Steinmetz, State Colege, and Mrs, Jalie Shore, F.T.S.
General Theme: Hierarchies — The Luddder of Life
Cobrdinatar: Mr, Foster Grilliths
June 4 — “Hierarchies and the Teacher Gautming,” Me, T, T. Clemesha. Auspices: la
Mesa Lodge.
June 11 — “Builders of Worlds and Men.” Kirby Van Blater of Covira Headquarters.
Auspices: Lodge No, 65.
June 18 — “Wanted: A Universal Philosophy.,” Arthur W. Collins. Augpices: Ocran
Beach Lorlge.

June 25 — Panel Discussion: “The Theory of Brotherhood in Practival Government,”
Guest Speaker, Mr, Crowell D. Eddy, County Assessor, and Mra. Mary Fay, F.T.S.
13




Chariacter Forum Jor San Dicgo Yonth.

a noweseetarian geonp, meets at Theosopical

Center every other Satnrday night. Entertaining, edueational, social. For inlormation
l‘nn:]lll Hnnu_-r_nm'km:, Director, Bavk of Ameriva Building, Franklin 7825 or Main 2100,
Fuor oither information on all theosophival activities in San Dicgn, ecansult 1larobd

W. Dempster, Regional Vice-President, 3831 MeCalt Sireet, San Diepa 6, Calil

6839 {ur Franklin 3151, daytime).

. Bayview

THEOSOPHY YESTERDAY AND TODAY

Tueanone Henrse

The Wisdam of God, or Theasophy, is
fur all daye. The trmths it expounds are
tizueless, The times it works in ace change-
ful. Thus s emphasis shills as needs
change and its methods vary as cirewsa-
slances requive. Bod alwavs the Ancient
Wisdam in whicl it is centered yemoins:
aud Ahe ideal of human hrotherhood  and
universal religinn o which it is dedivated
stands unaltered,

Yesterlay Theosoph primacy enticern
was to reach man’s o lieving intellect,
Todtay B odis ta quicken Nis uopereeiving
hea ko Yesterday it was lilasting a mate-
rialistic science. Taday it is relisuelizing
a diseredited  henlogy,  Yesterdav  ihe
hread: tnday the heart. Thuz werking in
wevordanee with nature’s awn rhythins, jt
stresses the aliernating needs of man's
twe-lold principle in its endeavors to hring
fanth the balanced state which exhibils the
}[hlminml Mind and the Understanding
eart.

Nad the materiadistic philosophy ol the
ninetcenth  century heeome  perasanenly
dominant, man's destiny would have been
cut short and Bwdted 1o the relatively
small polentials of this, the lrast of 1he
seven worlds to which he s linked. While
that threatened dangev has net yet passod,
the directinn is debaitely changed, ‘The
seience that dondued is beginning 1o he-
lieve. The investigator that sealled is 1urn-
ing reverential, and cold intellect takes
counsel with an enlightened mystivian, In
eflecting 1his chanpe, Theosopliy's inlle-
ence has been incalewlable,

Today ‘theosophy ran give greater cr-

phasis to man's religinnz perds than when
it was primarily absorhed in injecting the
fight of the arcane teuths into his seience
The spiritual vevival Tor which the wurld
is waiting needs its help, Iy must he hased
an the load principles which it rxpoumils,
It eannot be Imilt on lifeless formalism,
outgrown dogmas, and erecdal separative-
ness. 11 most lay hold of fresh meanings
and more wniversal econeepts such as Theo-
suphy offers, hefore it can enter indn o
living ereative faith that binds all men
into o warldewide hratherhood and 1ha
birolherhood dnto a joyons canscious com-
mesnivn with God, -

Theosaphy mreets this day and all its
rhallenges with a wisdom thar runs
throngh the ages and with principles that
are eteonal, T provinee is that of nind
plug spirit, the ner as well as the anter.
Unobarasively it laliors to prepare fnunan
runseiousness to receive and to utibize the
{resle spiritunl energies now extering onr
planetary lile, 1t stamds ready to channel
these forees, 1o interpret sheir sipnifieanee
amld o aid the growing pumbers whoe have
sty =t ot in scarch of heir sonls,

Theosophy's serviee rans quier and deep,
By itz very ualure it could- not be out-
wardly impressive since the manifestations
it labors Tor belimg to the Tuture rather
than to the present, Jis (ol fruithge conies
lung hence. Bot o dhe discerning, the
spiritual potencies it hoas released are De-
yod eompute, and the saving grace il has
imparied 10 an nnendightened civilization
only the Cosmir Recorders rrn mcasnre,

I is in oa glovivus tradition thar Thea-
sophy today carrivs o,

Eak

NEW HORIZONS

Ide. J. W. A, CrorseT van UcHeLes

“All you read, alb you hear, is war, war,
war! I'm nm even reading the newspapers
any more and hardly listen 1o the radio,”
someone rewarked the other day. It is a
sort of escapism or jsolationism, As il
there were such a thing as iselationizsm in
o universe where nething stands apart,
but all is inter-related from  the 1nost
minute stom to the farthest star! Or, as
a famons French biologist put i “Vout ce
(i vit, partivipe d'une méme vie,” Wonld

unt these wha haobd o philosophy af life
worth enltivating rather seek diserimina-
tion as the necessary usset in a world gone
mad? Can the philesepher not serve in
maintgiving constructive  thonghts in a
worhil ol destruction? Construclive thoughis
are heing expressed, tven in the pages of
papers which or the reverse side describe
the horrors of war, Like the sunrise must
fsllow the creeping hours af night, so the
time of revonstruction js opproaching with
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the progress of war. A philesoplier need
not be the impractical dveawer he aften
is portrayed o be: well sy fe view with
rolit the materialistic  realities of  life,
True there may be some who are inclined
te doubd and ask what iz the gond of it
all, meaning our thenzaphical endravor,
Itowever, may uot the work Le considercd
successul 1o the extemt these teachings
find an echo in the hearts and minds of
men? And many sre the indications. re-
flected in 1the press the world over, which
show an awskening understanding of the
true values of life, The necessity of vision,
the all-importance of thaught rs the fore-
rinner of artion, the inevitable require-
ment of coiiperation, these idens are be-
coming recognized as fuits no longer to be
denied, When the president of the Dnieed
States niddressed the youth of this natinn
ke said: “The briter workd for which yon
fight . . . will be made possible onbv by
ion, inteligent planning and hard
work, . . . Warld events and the coming
need of ell homanity are joining the cul-
wre of Asia with the cnliure of Furape
and of the Americas, to form for the first
time a real world civitization,”

Yice-President Wallare, in ane of hiz
gpeerlies tonching on the Atlantic Cling-
ter, plured emphasis e “the dignily that is
in every lnnnan sanl™ and pointed o “ e
unavoidahle necessity of coliperative ef-
forts.”

From arcenss the horder spake President
Manuel Avila Camacha: “H the world's
moral edge iz not wholly dulled, the vie-
tory ol the demoerncies will ehaupge seevi-
twlde intv cooperatian, and explotiution of
man by man’into mutual helplfubness. This
is what we ure fighting for.”

Again in Willkie's “One World® the
very same thonghts have heen expressed,
s those voired by many others, conserva-
tives and fiberals abike,

Tuday's periodicals of every descriptian,
too, are more and more echoing these
views, In an article entitled “Aen Who
Vision Tomorrow” in oae of our leading
West Coast monthlys, we read: *Men wilh
imaginalinn, ‘dreaming dreams nn mortal
ever «ared 10 drean befere,” hold the
fiture in their hands. . . . Realities ure

born from the womb of ideas, The finage
formed first in the mind fAnds roncrele
manifestation in every thing ereated- by
the hand of man. , .. Time and space are
dissn!\'ed in the crucible we vcali imagina-
tion.”

With a view 10 the future the article
ends; “Throngh all the spes stateanen,
peets and sages have dremned of a wa
less world woder o Cparlinent of men
Henry of Navarre and Immanuel Kant bad
that visions, Woodrow Wilsen and Lard
Robert Ceei} dreaiped the same  drean.
Franklin Raozevelt and Winston Charchill
cow that Tuwre when they  penned  the
AMlantic Charter. God planted the seed of
that better world of brotherhood in the
hearts of men”

Anmher striking expresgion ol the jdea
of hrotherhaod, amidst the thunder of war,
was wvniced in the Swiss newspaper St
Galter Rheinbote as lullows:

“We toa carry responsibility Tor the
stute the world i= in today. Our fault lies
in the fact that we have forgoiten to he
truly human, as much as those now furced
to enary bestialities. . . . To be human
requires above all that we feel and realive
our aneness with all others, Nol merely in
a sociad, but in an inner sease, . .. Human-
ity is nothing else bhut brotherhood and
as suel exeludes sll animoxity and sn-
taponism. If you do net reengnize your
brother in your fellow creature you are
nut haman”

These are only a few guotations from
widely-varving  sources  which  can Le
greatly muhiplied. Newspaper accounts of
current thought and events, one-day hut-
terllies passing over the desolate stretches
of human existence, are not meant to ofler
the most outstanding philesophical essavs,
and yet who will say that artivles like
these may not he read to advantage —
awd underscored in supporiing activity by
word and deed, We may be “in this world,
though not of it hut we muse deal with
e conditivns in the midst of which we
live and wnrk. It is no use 1o seck escape
irom our firld of action. Rather shall we
take our share in the consiruciive efforts
it may offer, guided ly the wisdom of vur
philosophy: Theosophy!

VE

THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

laternational Headquarters

Located gy INA1 State Mighway (Garver Avenue) near West Covina, Calif, Center of
Theosophical University and of our lorge Printing Plant and Publishiaz Hause, The
public is vordially ioviled 10 the Forum Lectures held in the Temple every Sunday at
3:000 AL Bus service vig Pacific Fleciric Motor Transit Lines; inquire for schednle.
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Stalement

The original Theosophicral Society was
fonded in New York City in 1875, by
Helena P, Mavatsky, Cal, Heory S Oleotr,
Wm, . Judee and others. Al prezent
there are several independent Theasophi-
cnl arpanjzations differing in methods of
work hot all having as their main oh-
jertive the dissemination ol 1the Ancient
Wisdom and the promotion of Usniversal
Brotherlinod,

Al gentiine Theosophical work s i
variably devaid of ereeds and ilogmas; s
nature = philosophical, religimue,  seien-
tifie and humanitarian: it is tradilionally
unsectarian amd  sirictly nonepoliticat, Tt
forms an intepral prrr of a vniversal in-
tellectual  and  ethical  movement  which
has Dbeen active, whether peblicly rerog-
nized or not, in all vaces awd npes

The oljects of the Theosaphical Socivry
are: tat To difuse among men a kuowl
eidpe of the laws inlieeent in the Uni-
verse: (B T pranlpate the knowledge
of the es<ential unity of all thal i= awnl
tn ilemonstrate that this unity = Tonda-
mental in Nature: (Y Ta form an active
bretherhond ameng men: (Y Te stdy
ancient il modern religion, seivuee, il
philosophy; te) To investigate the puwers
innate in man,

The sole conedition of Fellowehip in the
Theosophical Sociely i= a =ineere aceept
ance of the principle of Universal Dratbier-
howd, Fellowe of (e Sociely nre required
to show the sanie thaughtful considerntion
For the beliefs of wihers that they desies
others to show tnwards their own,

The ‘FTheosopliical Suciety. with General

Oices formerly loeated m1 Poing Loma,
uow  lias itz Inlernational  eadguarters
near Covina, Calil, From 1929 to J942 its
Leader was D Go de Purnekers sinee his
possing, the Soctety is under the  juris-
dirtion of the Cabinel, whose present
Chairman is lverson L. Harris. Trom esrly
youlle a desoted studenl amd 2 very active
worker in e Orgauization,

The Socicty is coumposed of Natienal
Seclions, mtonomous amler ils Constitu-
v the Sections, in turn, are compozed
of antenomons Ladges, under the direction
of thieir National President. The  elief
Ofiecers of the American-Canadian Section
arer Dol Artlr L, Conger, Presidem, 802
Jarkson Avenurs, Washingtan 12, D.C2 )L
Finory Clapp, Exeentive Viee-President, 30
Hontingten Avenwe, Boston 16, Mass,; the
Repional Ofhieial for the Westorn  Coast
iz 1lold W, Dempster, 900 Thivd Avenue,
San Biego, Calil,

The oflicial Organ of the Seciety is The
Theasophicel Foram (8200 a year), The
Ameticnn  Sectinn mapazine is Lucifer
{500 a year), 1n this Section there is o
wintnnnn tnembership Tee of $60K) a vear,
Thie i< net in e pature of eompulsory
dnes, hut is rother o weral ohligation vol-
nntarily  wssomred,  This amannt  ineluildes
vewrly subieriptions 1o hoth magazines
mentiomnl whove,

Further inflarmation regarding the So-
ciety will e gladly Turnished upon re-
quret, Addrezs: Graee  Finlayson, Serre-
tary, B0 South Gramerey ace, Los An-
gebes 5, Calif,

STANDARD THEOSOPHICAL LITERATURE

H. P. BLAVATSKY

The Beeret Doetrine, £ owls o A
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The: I¥hapasvadd -t
Yorn Aphorlame of Fatands

KATHERINE TINGLEY
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CHARLES I RYAN
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Yhewemmend Lo e 2.5
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JUDITH TYBENG
Banskilt Werw i the Wisdon Rellgion ... 12,50
THEDSOFHICAL MANUALS
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MAREL COLLING
LAl o e Tl L 50
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THEOSOPHIA

A LIVING PHILOSOPITY FOR IMUMANITY

YOl. 1, No. 2 JULY-AUGUST, 1911

SOME WORDS ON DAILY LIFE

It iz divine philesophy alone, the spiritual and psycliic blending of man
with palure, which. by revealing the funduental truths that lie hidden under
the objects of sense and perceplion, can promete a spirit of unity and har-
ntony in spite of the great diversities of conllicling creeds. Theosaphy, there-
fore, expects and demands . . . a great mutval toleration and chartty for each
other’s shortcomings, ungrudging mutual help jn the =earch Tur truths in
every department of nature — moral and physical. And this ethical standard
must be nnllinchingly applied 1o daily life.

Theosophy should net tepresent merely a collection ol moral verities, a
bundle of metaphyaical ethics, epitomized in theoretical dissertalions, Then-
soply must be made practical; awl it has, therefore, 10 be disencumbered of
useless digressions. in the sense of desullory orvations and fine 1alk, Let every
Theosophist only do hiz duty, that which lie can and ought 1o do, and very
soon the sum of ltuman misery . . . will be Tound visibly diminished. Forget
SeLF in working for others — and the task will become an easy and a light
one lor you. . ..

Those of vou who would kuow yourselves in the spirit of truth, learn to
live alone even amidst the great crowds which may sometimes surround vou.
Seek communion and intercourse enly with the God within your own soul;
heed only the praise or hlane of that deity which can never he separated from
vour true sell, as it is verily that God itself: called e lhicuer Coxscrovs.
NESS. Pt without delay your good intentions into practice, never leaving a
single one to remain only an intention — expecting, meanwhile, neither re-
ward nor even acknowledgment for the good you may liave done. Reward and
ackuowledgment are in yourself and inseparable from you. as it is your
Inner Self alone which can appreciate them at their true degree and value.
F'or eaclt one of you contains within the precinets of his inner taberuacle the
Sapreme Court — prosecutar, defense, jury and judge — whose sentence is
the ouly one without appeal; since none can kunw you hetter than veu do
vourself, when once you have learned 1o fudge that Sell by the never-waver-
ing tight of the inner divinity — your ligher Consciousness.

Theosophy can only find objective expression in an all-embracing code of
life, thoraughly impregnated with the spirit of mntual telerance. charitv. and
brotherly love. . . . Theosophy has to fight intolerance. prejudice. ignosance,
and selfishness, hidden under the mantle of hypocrisy. It has ta throw all the
light it can from the toreh of Truth, with which its servants are entrusied. . . .

Written by a Master of Wisdori: ariginally published in Lreifer ¢Londnn) Jan., 1848,
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IS THERE JUSTICE IN THIS WORLD-DRAMA? -

Baris du Zirkeff

C“What abowt Universal Justice in
the World of Foday?™ This question
is being asked these days by thought.
ful minds. It requires an adequate
and convincing answer. The teach-
ings of Theosophy provide that an-
swer, and they are sitnple enough 1o
be understood by anyone of average
intelligence. '

Most people are bewildered liese
days. Perplexed, confused by a world
in upheaval, having lost the last ves-
tiges of their precarious fonting, they
fml to sre any sense in the world-
drama before their eyes. They imag-
ine that Universal Justice has he-
corme a fatal victim at the lands of
warring nations, and they do not
seern Lo realize that it is rather 1he
warring nalions themselves that are
meeting a somewhat rough treatment
al the hands of Universal Justice,
There seems so liltle genuine knowl-
edge as to wlhat the Universe really
is, and how it functions and why,
that people at large liave fatlen prey
to stranze and one-sided views when
it comes to Justice and its interpre-
tation,

The Ancient Wisdom, known 1o-
day as Theosophy, which means the
“Wisdom of the Ilivine.” throws a
fload of light on this entire problem
of justice and sceming injustice. The-
osophists have lml;zﬂl throngh the
ages the same Dbasie Tacts of Life.
Whether expressed in one language
or unother, in ence civilizalion or an-
other, the message has always been
the same, and the records of that
message can be found scattered far
and wide through 1he pages of his-
tory and upon the monuments of an.
cient times.

In the light of these age-old teach-
ings, the Universe we live in is one
of Law and Order. The most funda-
mental operation in the Universe is
Causation. We mean hy this the un-
faltering sequence of Cause and Ef-

fect. the succession of seed and cor-
responding harvest, of action and re-
action or consequence, The ancient
Hindas called it Karman. Karman is
the I'rinciple of unerring, never-fail.
ing Justice. The workings of this uni-
versal Causation stretch (rom atom 1o
stars, from the electran 1o 1he onter-
most spaces of the Universe, from
the hirth of a thought to that of a
whole Galaxy.

Strange how this thought has be.
come unfamiliar to the eciidental
mind! The Christian world should
be quite Tamiliar with . if it really
understood something of ils own
Christian Scriptures. St. PPaul, writ-
ing to the Gulatiuns vi, T) =aid:
“Rrethren, be not deceived. The -
vine is not mocked, For whalzoever
& man soweth, thut shall he also
reap.”” A very terse oulline of the
docirine of Karman. The same teach-
ing can he fouml in the Old Testa-
ment. To quote hut one passage out
of many, in the Buok of Job (xxxiv.
1t} it says: “For the work of a man
shall he rendered unto him, and
cause every man to find according o
his ways.” In theory. therefore, i
not in actual practice. the idea of
Causation is part and parcel of the
Scrintures upon which the Oceiden-
tal Christian world has been based
for many a century.

The teachinz reparding Karman is
interwoven with its twin-teaching of
Reincarnation, the lwo being but as.
pects of the same grand operation
of Nature. :

To understand the workings of
Karman or Causation, which alse
means to understand Universal Jus-
tice, it must be first clearly under-
stood that Nature, the whole of the
Universe, visible and invisible, is a
Unit. Tt is an Orzanism. It is of
course composed of an infinite sum-
lier of lesser units or organisms. All
of these innumerable grades and vari-
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eties of units manifest a conscious.
ness of their own and evolve towarils
something  grealer. They are all
united and integrated into & Whele
by the One Conscionszness which in-
eludes and i= common to them all.
This thought is of very greatl impor-
tance in Theosaply, Yoo will find it
rellected in all the great religions of
the world. It warrants carelul con-
gideration and close stidy,

Anotlier thought of paramount -
portance iz this one, Fvery (houglt
and every action alfects. to the de-
arce of energy invalved. every other
evolving unit ar entity. 11 follows, of
rourse, 1hat every entitv. evervwliere,
reegets in correspanding degree up-
an lhe thinker of the thenght or the
performer of the artion, No inan can
ever think a thought, or leel an emo-
tion. nr produee an action. without
arousing some reaction from other
evolving emities, whether he knows
it or not. and whethier the reaclion is
immmediate or delayed.

In considering the subject of Kar.
man, one should carelully distin-
guish the three main types of kar
mic action, The idea is not difficult
to grasp. The first type of Karman is
that which we reap or nudergo noiw,
at the present moment in time. I ie
the gathering of the good or evil
harvest of our former deeds. done in
lives lived before. I is like meeting
now the just consequences of lhe
cauzes we getieraled in the past. We
might ook upon this as the dynamic
Karman operating Now.

The second type of Karman is that
which we are sorring now, for future
reaping. It is the cauzes which we
are generating now and which will
Liring about their own [lruition. in
due course ol time. whetlier 1omar-
row, or in seme years, or in several
incarnations,

The third type of Karman is that
which is as vet latent. It is Karman
for past deeds, ripe but huding no
suilable channel as vet lo manifest
itsell through in an adequate wav. It

l

might and will manifest itsell al auy
suitable time. It is deleyed Kayman,

Whatever happens o us through-
oul lile bappens apaivst the back-
nround of these three types of kar
tie action, Whatever comes our way,
good ur seemingly bad. is {nvariably
self-made,  sell-generated, and sell-
brought-ahot. We Bame others be-
vinuse we have lost the true philoso-
phv of Hfe; having lest it, we have
adistorted view of things and events;
we do not bave the corvecl perspee-
tse of thingsy if we had it. life
would he full of deep meaning. and
everviliing i it pleasant or unpleas-
ant, would earry with it a deep les
ennn pnid an oppociunity Tor Turther
arowtl,

The World of Today i= a pewerful
maunifestalion of hetl individual and
national. and even globat Karman.
on the seale of the entive human rece.
We must remember thal ptions re-
imhody  thewnselves  colleetively, as
groups of human  beings, becanse
such groups are stropgly  ted 1o-
gether by honds of mutual and com-
mon Karman originaled in the dis-
tenl past, when these human beings
formed another natien or eciviliza-
tion upon the seene of hygone his
lory.

Every lunsan being is an agent of
Kuvmai, This s sell-evident, because
evervene of us mrets hiz karinie con-
sequences through and by means of
other human heings who make and
are the evenls which we meet through-
ont any lile-span. Bul some people
are more powerlul agents than oth.
ers, Their appearsnce on the stage of
history marks the beginning of same
particularly fmipertant eyele inwhich
eome drastic balancing of aceounts
i= tn he accomplished on the karmic
ledger. These men. called in Theose-
phy Men ol Destiny, hring about
through their actions, their moves,
anl |):1|'1ir_'11|m'|y teroush their idens,
world-shaking re-adjostments of na-
tinnal and international equilibeivn,
Outworn moulds of civilization are
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swepl out of exislence; new hegin
nings are hrought forth; new seeds
are planted in the soil of human
mids; new and undreamt of ener-
gies are veleased in the midst of the
liuman race; and these energies build
a new lype of civilization,

These powerflul Karmie Agents
may e eiher Destrovers or Build
ers, It should be distinctly under-
stood that Destroyers cannat be
Builders; therefore. in the midst of
destruction we should be tooking Tor
other agents at work. perlaps behind
the scenes, laying foundations for the
new civilizatlion. Destrovers are oflen
more conspicnons than Builders, and
that is why recorded listory gives
them such a prominence.

So let us not he dismaved. lacing.
as we do. a world in upheaval! Life
is a manifestation of Law and Order.
Seeming chaos resolves ilsell ino

the pattern of an intellizent and
planned change, when viewed from
a vantage peint high enough, and
commanding a perspective wide
enough, fo see the far distant hori-
zons on all sides. Therelvte, let us
ascend in onr minds to as lofty a
vantage poinl as we can, and view
life fearlessly and without bias.

There lies beyand the present tem-
porary strugele a Greater Age. Ahead
of us there are illimitable streiches
of future growth, endless horizons
for human hope to explore, vislas
ever-receding, ever-widening, with-
out end, Above the swirl of human
prassions, unchained for the moment.
the Sun of a New Age is shining up-
on the highway of hnman progress,
and no amount of upheaval, and no
depths of davkness, can ever stay
the upward climb of the Human Saul
sturward!

EVERY THEOSOPHIST A LEADER

G, de Purucher

Pertinent excerpts fraom an address delivered at the New York Lodge,
September 16, 1932,

<o livery one of you is a Theasophieal
headquarters, and not only as our Leloved
Judge explained i Make e one of
you to ba yourself o eenter of the dove-
ment, a lodge of one: but 1 1ell your mare:
edch one of you shoulil be and actually is
a lewder, o leader of wen, a Thencophical
lender, one wmare or less trained to guide
his feflows, OWY 1 peay that you do no
fivget this; for i1 this wdea prevail among
us, wo inatter whot ane may =ay abant the
relatively small womber of adhecents (hat
the Theasaphical Socicty at preseal has
as eompareldl with the wany willions of
humanity — il this spivit prevails, 1 ye-
peat, we Theasaphisis shall he not merely
the leaven raising the general averape of
hwmanity, but verily you will he Jeaders,
puides, feuchers: and that is what each
gennine Theosaphist shonld aspiee to be
Tell yourselves and Aell cach siher that
you are leaders. Your present Leader by
his position mierely exemplifies that fuel
— the spirit sl self-desntion te o grandinse

Catse: and cvery one of you could have
that same spirit, and T beliese you actu-
ally have it ., . It iz the duty of every
Thensuophist tn be a leader, e be a guide,
to he a teacher, and 1o give full-handed
and in measure averflowing, of whar he
himself has — flowing Torth from  his
heart, Any mon whe does 1hiz is o notural
header ol his fellow.men, . . . Nathing can
dannt this spirit of selfaleveion, 1t will
provail over everything, Lecanse ils Toun-
tain is love — love of mankind, love of all
that is, . . . Lave is no mere sentimental
emation: Jove is vision: love Js harmony;
Inmve is thar which llows forth from one w
others: and when o oman or woman has
thi= in hiz heart or in her heart, then he
or she is a natural leader, T disive you all
to be leaders, Do be achamed of this
lofty calling. Proclaim yourselves s g
piring to e true leaders. No oone in the
T.S. ia too hnmble to help zomeone else,
1o show the way, and the way-shower is
the teader, the guide. and 1he tracher.
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“Oheosophy Speaks”

WHAT IS MAN?

Transcribed Rodio Broodeost of December 19, 1943,
over Statiun KMPC, Beverly Hills, California

Announcer: “Theosaphy Speaks??
“LIGHT FOIUTNE MIND — LOVE FOR THE NEART —
UNDERSTANDING FOR THE INTELLECT
Taday we lind three ltiends dining together in a downtown hotel — it iz the first time
they've seen each other in years, As we tune in on them, their conversation lns asswmed

a sctious trend, =

Sound: Restaurant noises and low
music, (Jver these sounds . .,

TOAL: You know, the more I think
of it the better T like tle idea of get.
ting logether for a reunion at least
once it five vears.

BILL: I do too. You (ellows
haverr't changed a liit!

HAL: Neither of you have!

TOM: Wait a minute! That's quile
a pat remark. 1 know I've changed.

BILL flawghs): 1 beg to dilfer. 1
don’t sce one wrinkle 1hat wasn't
there when we met five years ago.

HAL: Which is really saving some.
thing. considering the hectic period
we've heen  passing through. Asnel
(laughingly) as for mysell — well,
I'm an old, old man at 42! (A}
laugh.)

BILL: What keeps you so young.
Tom? Found the secret springs of
youth. ar something?

TOXM: Oh. 1 dont know — let’s
say for the first time in my life {"ve
found a real philozophv and that
I've got my feet on the ground.

ATAL: And vour head in the clouds,
I suppose. .. Say. that reminds me.
You loys heard, of course, ahout Ted
Smitlers pelling smashed up in hat
plane erash?

TOR: Yes, I did. Poor Ted.

BILL: 1 hate those sudden ends to
worthwhile lives and promising car-
cers.

HAL: Me too. [le really was on
his way up. It heats me WY such
a hrilliant. constructive guy like that
shiould have to go. when he still had
so ntuch 1o give 1o the world,

BILL: That's what [ say! 'Fhe
aimihilation of a fellow like Ted
Smithers is something 1 resent,

TOAL: Bont you think “annihila-
tion” is an unfortmimte word?

BILL: No! Siark realism, my boy,

TOM: Well, as far as I'm con-
cerned, it's a slark miseonceplion.

HAL: 1 agree with Bill, Tom—for
when you die, well-—that’s all there
is; tiere 1=t any more. s there?

TOM: I'd say that Ted reached the
e of his privsican life only.

BILL: oxuy! Why, physical life
is the only Yife any of us has,

TOM: In other words, your body
is vou?

BiLL: Absolutely!

HAL: What else could it be?

TOAL: Well—when you say “This
is my body” you iniply that it belongs
te vou, Right?

BlLL: Yes.

HAL: Perliaps.

TOM: Well then, how can it be-
long 1o you and be you al one amd
the =ame time?

AL: T don’t get it

BILL: Oh, it’s just a play on
words. (Hal and Bill faugh.)

TOM: Indeed it isn'l. For inslance,
you also say, “My mind” ... 1f youo
nsisl you are your BOpY oNLy, where
does vour mind come in?

BILL: Well...the miud is part of
the body.

TOMN: You mean, the hirain is part
of your bodv — certainly not your
thinking neind,

HAL: If 't mol iy hody, what in
the workd am1?




BILL flaughs}: You're an evolved
amoeha — and a handsome one ton.
(At lnugh.)

‘TOM: Your body is noT you, Hal.
I’s merely an iuslrument that you
uge. Your mnind is an instrument also.
In fact, so are your emolions amdl
desires,  But, their guide, or their
masler, is you ~— the REAL you that is
unseen.

BILL: This all sounds very inter-
esting, Tom — hut, aflter all-we ouly
have your word for it, There's no
sciculific basis for veur supposition.

TOM: If you're going 10 get off
on the subject of “seientific proof,”
I'll have 1o remind you boys that 50
years dgo there was scienlific prool
thiat the alom was not divisible, Seien-
tists themselves now say it is divis
ible.

BilLL: Well, to get hack to our dis-
cussion ., . I'll agree with you only to
the extent that ! am my hady and my
mind,

HAL: But. Tom, yon were leading
up to something -— Fm curious. [
want o kuow what in the world 1s
man, anyway?

BILL: Yes, you've told us that we
are NoT our bodies nor our minds.
Now suppose you tell us what we
really are.

TOM: All right — you asked for
it (Laughter} ... We all agree then
that man has a purcly physical hody,
hut that this physical hody is only
the servant, or instrument, of the real-
man-heliind-the-seeaes,

BILL: 1 see. You mean theat man’s
body is like a violin? And that it's
the inner or invisible man that directs
and produces the meludies that come
from the violin?

TOM: Exactly. But say — this
could go on for hours, and we've
got lots of other things to talk about.

HAL: No, no, Tom, Please go on.
This is very stimnlating,

BILL: ') say it is.

TOM: Very well. Man is really a
eom posite being, and as such cosmic
vitality llows in and oul of his phy-

sical and pattern bodies anid eneryizes
every cell and  atom, magaetizing
them into one complele vnil, s that
they function tlogelher as a single en-
tity. Now, there you have a body
capable of life. But what makes it
LIVE? — (s the pesive for life on
the part of the conscivusness of Lhe
Fgo within man, or hehind the scenes
if you like. This is what animales
man and causes him o be alle to
function as a human heing, This Fgo
within desires life and more experi-
ence, and so becomes the TENANT of
the body, and is ready for another
installment of life on the physical
plane. As a human being, and com-
plex as it is, it desires many things
... some good—some bad. Bul good
or had, high or low, it is npEsme,
working throngh his conscionsness,
that makes the human being rive
and acr,

HAL: And Liis actinns speak louder
than words, eh what? {Laughs.)

TOM: You bet. And some let their
emotions rule them, tou. If they're
sebfish, or vain, or impatient, gossipy,
surly or greedy, well, you know. they
alibi themselves by saving: “Well,
that’s the way 1 am, and there’s noth-
ing ! can do about iL.” Aren't they
being slaves to 1lieir emolions and
had habits, instead of being MASTER
ol them?

BILL: Do you mean, Tom, that we
shouldun’t have any emolions?

TOM: Don’t e ridiculous, Bill.
We all know that some emotions are
ol a very high type — such as sym-
pathy, aspiration, beauty and hope.

AL: But, Tom, you haven’t ex-
plained where a man’s mind comes in
yet.

TOM: I'm jusi coming to that now.
It is queite true that animals lhave
physicat bodies, vitality, desires and
grmotions, just as man has, BuT, what
takes man out of the animal clas-
sification is his msp, the inslrument
through which lie reasons. In fact,
the word MaN comes from the San-
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skrit word MANAS, meaning “to think.
"Fherefore. mman is a THINKER.

HAL: Tom. 1 Dbelieve I'm Degin-
ning to get the idea, In flact. \\lnl
vorr just said clarifies it for me bet-
ter than anvihing Uve heard, Man is
above the animal in evelution. en,
because he has a thinking mind —
and vet, hecause man can say “My¥
mind,” he is something even greater
than a man. isn't he?

TOM: Exactlv. but anly potenti-
ally so, Hal. Now. I want lo say
further that man’s mind is dual, just
a= liis desires and emotions are. And
beeause it iz dual, it can swerve or
waver from one extereme to another.

BILL: But, what alwowt people who
are just averase — who don’t [fuctu-
ate hetween noble mental processes
and, shall we say, hestial ones? You
know. peaple like ourselves.

TOM: Bill, the average person is
alwavs {luctuating between construc-
live thoughts and impulses, and de-
structive or unwortliy enes,

BILL: But that's enly nalural.

HAL: Well, it's only “ratural’ be-
cause we all seem to do i, But, un-
informed as T ain about these lhmmt
it seems only logical to e, that it's
nup to each one of us to CONTROL his
thoughts — at least not to have =o
many unworthv er low enes, ani
more of the belter ones. Am I right,
Tom?

TOM: You know you are, llal.
You see. it is through his mind, de-
sites amd emotions that man grows
and evolves — upward or downward,
That is where man meets s chal-
lenge. Where he crucifies himself if
he fails. or where lhe hastens lhis
evolution if he succeeds,

BILL: Just where does free will
fit inte the picture?

TOM: Since man is master ol his
body. his desires, emotions and
thoughts, it is up to him, it it?
ITe is free 1o choose, {ree 1¢ control
these wayward children of his, The
consequences of liis choice are his,
Fach must think and choose Tor himn-

|

self. and so clisb \he ladder of evo-
hiion. Do you know why?
HAT: To grow slrong, I suppose.

TOM: Right. When the conse-

fuences of a man’s aclions are thrown
in his lap. he lenins tlie lessons of
his own expericenre.

HAL: It really is important ther,
how anrd what we think, desire and
do, isi'tit, Bill?

BILL: Yes, it certainly seems sn.
At Teast, I Teel mure inclined 10 he
carelul in the Twure. But. Tom,
}'ml'\'c slc)]nwd at the mind. And you
distinetly told us that Man was far
greater,

HAL: That's right. So far vou've
tald us that man i= not his body, nor
his desires or emotions, nov his mind
eyven.,

BELL: Yes. You've told us what
nian is not -—— now suppose you tell
us what ke is.

TOM: Oh. pinuing me dowa, eh?
Well, since | got as far as mindk. 1’11
have 1o oo on from there. No doubt
vou've both heaed about intnition,
or lumches?

INAL: Ol sire — women are sup-
pused to have that,

TOA: We all have it, but women
seem Lo give more nulterance loo it
than men. Inluition is beyond Mind,
fellows, It doecsnt need 1o neAsON
— it kNows, And the reason intui-
tion knows, is hecause it iz linked
to the Spiritual part of man's cons-
posile nature. But. the brain and
thinkine mind must ligure owt things
nust rationalize, hecause it is hamp-
ered hy objeclive considerations, such
as douhts, weaknesses, prejudices,
versonal preferences, ete, So, you
see, all ol vs should endeavor to cul-
tivale onr ininitive facullies. Decause
these intnitive facullies, related as
they are to the Spiritual part of man,
are a fink to and with his viviNE Ma-
1ime, Well, there yon have it, gentle-
men,

BILL: Phew, Fye gt enough men-
tal meatl o chew on for a ]l}ng time
lo eome.




HAL: Let me get this straigl,
Tom. Man. according to whal you
have just told us, has a physical na-
ture, euergy or vilality, an emotional
and mental nature, and also & Spirit-
ual and Divine nature, all connected
togelher,

TOM: Right vou are.

BILL: You say he r1ias these —
these divisions or parts. But, brielly
speaking, actually what 1s man?

TOM: Man is an embryo God, Bill.
He has the possibilities, the poten.
tinlities — the seeds within himsell,
Just as an acorn has wilthin iteelf
the potentialities to grow inlo a great
oak tree. Just as cosmic dust ean
produce n Universe. Now, under-
stand, I don't say that man iz a God
— Now, T say he is using the tools of
body, vitality, emotions, desires and
mind, in erolving or growing toward
that futare. The seed of Divinity is
within man, as it is wilhin all things,
This is a comnon deneminator of
everything in the Universe — and
sometime, NMan will become that Di.
vinity in a very much larger degree
than he is capable of expressing at
present.

HAL: But, that will take bhillions
of years, Tom. When [ think how
{ar away [/ am {rom that future!

TOM: OF course it takes 1ime. Hal.
It takes much time 2nd many lives,

BILL: Wait a minue! Many Hives!
Are you intimaling Reincernation?

TOM: Certeinly. Surely yon mnst
realize that 70.0dd vears aren’t
ennglt to accomplish very much.

BILL: You ean talk from now “iill
doomsday and VIl never helieve 1hat
men ean turn inlo animals!

TOM: Well. I'm very glad to hear
vou say that, Bill — because - they
don’t. That's a groes misconceplion
of Reincarnation,

HAL: Sounds imteresting. Tell us
something more about it. Tomn.

Sound: Restaurant noises again
and low music,

TOM: De vou fellows realize what
time it is? This restaurant doesn't
stay open all night. you know, In-
stead of waiting 5 vears. perhaps
you'd like to continue this discussion
next week ?

HAL: Yes. sir!

BILL: Thal's a good idea — we'll
see you then.

DOES CHANCE OR JUSTICE RULE OUR LIVES?

The Ameriean Section of our Socjety
haz recently published a 98-page pamphiet
hearing the above intriguing  title, lis
author is nn ope else but our old and
trusted Triend and co-worker, Nils A. Ain-
neus, of OQakland, Calif. We liasten 1o give
notice tn this remarkalle and timely pam.
phlet, hia simplicity af presentetion, its
non-technicnl, evers-day lanpuage, devoid
af all redundancy, the irrefutable logic of
it= argumenls, and the dirertness of its
appraach are some of the marked traits
of this litle e=zay, Nils Amneus lias emi-
nently succeeded in  presenting tn  the
stronger in Theospphy the tearhings of
Canse and Effert (Karman} and Reincar-
nation. in & way which is convineing and
appealing. A man of the business world,
eogaged in scientific work, a profound stu-
dent of the Ancient Wisdom, the euther
is espeeinlly litted Tor the task of ootlining
the teachings of ‘I'ieospphy in a manuer

narticularly snited  For inguirers. Amonp
the subjects discussed are the Meaning of
Life, Universal Mind, Is Selfichness Profit-
able?, Survival After Death, bLaw  of
Chance, Existence Helare Birth, The Ne-
eeszity of Reinearnation, and Are Ethical
Teachings Praciiceal?

In our camlid estimation, this pamplhist
is the best approach to the teachings of
Karman and Reincarnation that we have
in our beginners’ literature: it should he
ol special value to pur feld-workers aml
lecturers and 1o all these who are trving
tp disseminate simple theasnphical Ytera-
ture amnong thinking bur unirained minds
We hope this pamphlet will have a vers
large sale, and that its reasonable priee
of 25 cents a eapy will he an ineentive 10
our metmbers and friends to by additiona)
copies Tor free alistribution in promising
places, — B. de 7.
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To the Soldier, Sailor or Marine

Dear Frieud:

There ave times when a lellow says
to himsell: [ wonder what it is all
about? It is a fair question. sure,
but one thal somehow wever gels
answered. You're nol going to get
the answer now, hut you're going 1o
gel a good tip worth following v,

We all like to sit down and “shoot

the breeze™ about this and that. Some

times it lets off the steam and we leel
lighter but sometimes we don’t feel
we gol the load off our chest. Its a
funny thing with us humans, we have
o gel it “in the neck™ mnst often o
slir us up to the extent that we give
gnme serious thought to the things
that hother us. Sure. | know. there
are thosze we love and those who love
ug; and then we have our ambitiors
amld hopes. but in between, a fellow
often wonders what helds 1the works
together and what makes it tick.

IMid vou ever lie real siill and listen
to vour tivker? I's kind ol uncanny!
How regular it is and as far as we
know all that keeps it ticking is that
hreakfast we ate. Aand then we won.
der how that breakfast got worked
up in the ticker. Usuatly. when a
fellow gels this far. he decides a nap
would help and that takes care of the
problem {or the mwomend. But it
comes back!

Did von ever think about alf the
energy yun see about you —1 mean
the wind. the crashine waves, the
lighining haolt, the rotatine earth, the
trausit of the stars and planets? And
you've read about the elecirons. radi-
ant enevay. loht, electricity and otlier
physical forces. Funny stull! You
can’t put yeur hands on it hut if
you're not careful you're apt to get a
jolt. Al this energy we see, spends
its time moving matler around, organ-
fzing it or busting it up. And tlen
soniething happens: You say to vour-
gelf: “This is sirange, here 1 am
locking at this and [ know 1 am
juwdging what | see.” In ather words,

10

you say: “I am conscious of the
phenomena | behold” And when vou
say “l am conscious ” yon realize that
there are others who are couscions of
the same things and so yon are forced
o cenchude that there is a Conscious.
ntess that pervades all mankind. 1t
seems that your participation in this
realization puls you into a sorl of
bratherhood with ethers.

And then you say, so [ar so good,
but there has 10 he some purpose ta
all this and you're right. If you are
aware of your conscioushess nnd the
other fellow is likewise aware of lis
conscinuzness, there must e =ome
place from which it came. Just as
the physical forees move matier
around so there must of necessity he
a force which activates yvour cons-
ciousness. Now we have got to a point
where the lahoratory won’t help us
mucl. At this poinl most of us rim
against what the prof in school called
a “concepl.” a universal idea, and
that’s a prelly good peg 10 start witl,,
In other words, we conceive of a
source of our consciousness and we
think of some Divine power which
expresses Hsell in us and the other
fellow as consciousness.

This ought to be a good place 1o
take a nap. but maybe vowll stick
with me. I have a tip for you. It’s
a hig pill hut take it whole — it may
give you the answer. Fmerson ealied
it the “Oversoul.” You ean't resson
it oul of the picture. It's there and
it'’s what makes everylhing tick. 1’s
what 1nukes sense to the whole works
and it gives us a chance lo ligure a
jrurpose for you and me, '

A purpose? Sure! You're a part
of that (hersoul, So am [ and all
your buddies and all humanity. Just
as sure as that Oversoul is Divine,
you have a spark of that Diviuity in
you and thal’s what we ave talking
about — that's what makes 1hings tick
with a purpose. Yours truly,

JIAL
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FROM QUR STUDY-CLASSES

Qur various Study-Classes st Lodge No,
60 continue to engage in serious study and
disensston of 1he theosophical teachings,
As we proceed [rom one ehapter 1w the
next of the text-hooks we are studving,
students review them and tenin themselves
te express in their own worde the teach-
ings they find ontlined, as well az w adid
their ewn econsiderntions to round ot the
picture ar hring forth 1their awn analogies,
The Tollowing passages have heen selected
from recenmt remarks ll]' students:

Bereha Rlanchard: There wav lLe eaid
tp exizl three types of worlds in the Uni-
verse, ax viewed from our stawdpoint: Bor
world that we see amd are fawiliar with
and two types of invisible warlds. One of
three is made of sobstances and enrrgies
much more ethereal than hose  which
comypose the visible worlds: and the other
of substances amd encrgics more malerial
thar even aur ewn, We cannot ordinerily
see either of these fnvisible worlls hecause
our physical seases da wst respond Lo their
vibirational rotes. We ean see and are
aware of anly thaose things (hal have the
vibratiana) rate clharacteristic of our own
physical maner. The pawers of our sence.
apperatus are restricted to a smal range
of vibrations, and thus we are prevented
fram toning in to the vibrational ranges
ol oller spheres of heing.

Madern Seience is stodying this very
sibject under the name af Haliations or
ndionice, aceording 10 the field of ener-
gies it is considering, but it does not draw
fromn these studdies the wany interesting
conclusions which it could draw. OF the
seventy octaves of radiations known 1o
Science, harely one nctave can be per-
ceived hy our eye, This octave is very
famibiar v us os light with its varions
colors, By means of these we perceive
various forms in thiz world of matter, The
idea immediately sugpests itsell that were
we able 1o perceive other nctaves of radi-
ation, they might unveil before our eyes
forms= of substance utterly unknown to us
at present,

NP0 in The Secret Doctrine (I, 73,
5141 implies that physical matter is but
erystallized light: it ia abvionus from deeper
stiely of her words that she meam by light
univereal racdialion in general, not neces-
sarily our one octave of visible “light.” As
pointed aut by D, de Purucker, the stu-
et of occeliism would lenk wrpon the
seventy octoves of radintion. known fo
scietre as being a portion of that field of
rasmical activity and substances contained
in the lnower ranpes of the Astral Light,

Fred R, Cortis: Throughout the entire
constitntion af Aan, there runs the iden
of Dunlity on every plane, The Element-
gidle and the Cousciousnessside, The Ele-

ments nre ensauled by the Life of Folat,
we night say, In Ocenliism the term
“epul” is w=ed in the sense of “carrier™ or
“sheath,” S even on the highest plane
of our manilested structure, Almic sub.
stance orpanizes il=elf into the Spiritual-
Divine Soul. Buddhic substance is organ.
jzodd ipte a Spiritual Soul. As we proceed
below, we find the various elements ar
sufistiices erganized as tower souls each
with itz particular kind of =ulisianre.

The rvonrept of levels of souls sepms
logical if we regard the souls as vehicles
or encasements tn be used by the Monad
in manifestation. Each soul is huill ont of
the rubstance of ite own level and lw.
longs to the cosmie world of such level ar
plane, Tt i= organized 1o respond to the
vibrations of jis gown level amd to receive
gnd discharge such  ~sibrations and na
others.

What we call Principles represent the
consciousness-side of any plane or level,
The Principles work  throuel and Dy
nmeans of the Elewents, therelore throngh
the “souls” of any plane. The One Ao
nadie  Essence af any  Hierarehy  runs
through every plane of that Hierarchy and
manifests jt=elf on every plane as a sub-
siiary Menad: the latter manifels jteell
an every plane jn the doality of conscious.
ness and substance,

Frefyn M. D, Clafiin: In our eagerness
amd aspiration to become as much like un-
to the Masters as we may, we are apt In
try one of the first ways on the Path
printed out tn us, which is 1o attain “ln-
personal Love.”

We should think carelully that this, like
other lessuns in Theosephy, begins in the
narrower sphere. As in oue personal lives
we must begin with arithmetic helore go-
ing inta higher mathematics, so we chould
first learn 1o love those near us. Jast one
person, even, 1o whom we van pive onr
devotion without thouglt of the cost to
nurselves. Give in pladness hecanse we
Inve that one more than we love ourselves
ot any consideration for anrselves

If we do not thus start nur steps towan]
Imprrsonal Love, our so-called Love will
hecome ton impersonal and will have a
conlness that repels rather than ddraws
others to us. Fhizs is s because without
this kind of a beginning we would uat
have the deep well in our hearts of spon.
taneous, unselfish desire to work [or oth-
ers, grown there through long habit and
experience.

Amd when an fmportant test comes we
might (ail.

[.et ua lie glad when we have the op-
pattunity to give even a bttle of ourselvrs,
and doubly rejoice when the demands are
greater.

1
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THOUGHTS BY THE WAYSIDE

We are all of us more or less caught
in the sirewm of Lumanity that is (low-
ing up the great evolwionary road
that spirals around the mountain of
life. Consequently, we only see and
note the people who live. and events
that occur. immediately in our own
vicinity. To obtain a perspective view
of the majesiic procession, and to he
able Lo report impartially on what is
happening to the WHOLE, instead of
to a mere part, we must slep out of
the procession and take a scat by the
teavside, and then wateh and THINK,

The ward WAYSIDI. that vou will
alwavs find a1 the head of this page.
means “The border of the way.” It
is onlv from the borders of anything.
that the whole can bhe appraised. If
vou wish to appraise the merit of a
Cireus Parade, vou camut do it if
you are one of the poraders, as
vou will see only your immediale
surroundings. But you can play
“liookey” and step out of line and
sland by the wayside. Then, if von
were one of those gorgeously anired
individuals whe ride the elephants,
and veur position jist happened to he
in the center of the lerd. thereby
leading vou to hefiere that the parade
conprized nothing but elepliants, yvou
might be startled to fhind out that
camels, horses. animal cages and
many other diversified elements. were
also a part of the gorgeous, glitler-
ing, gigantic spectacle. Far the lirst
time you would really kuow what a
Circus Parade actually looked like.

The word WAYFARER, that vou
will always find at the foot of this
page, really means “a {oot traveler.”
Now, when you travel on foot, you
have certain advantages over travel-
ing in any sort of a velicle, in an
airplane, or even on horseback. You
liave complete independence of ac.
tion, going and coming when and
where you wisl. You are close to the
Good Farth, which iz your present
lwme, and fromi which you cannot,

get very far away, il you are per-
manently throush with i, Siill, at
anv lime vou can stop and Iook up-
ward and admire the beautics of the
heavens above. without vour view be-
ing obstructed by enclosed roofs of
anlomehiles, or railway ears. With-
out moving your body. excepl your
head, you can absorb the beaulies of
the exguisile colorings of a grimy
automobile oil smear, {loaling on the
iap of a 1tablespoonful of water in a
depression in the concrete highway,
or observe the threatened extinction
ol the soll, sunlit shadows on the
distant moimtain peak, by the dark
clouds coming wp over the horizen.

Being alone. surrounded by peace
amd quiet, free from the raucous
noises ol modern Lransportatisng, in.
trospection hecomes a reality and vou
see al ance that the oil smear shows
that everything we have is inherently
beantiful, il given the clance to ex-
press itsell; while 1he mountain peak
exemplifies that, while dark clowls
at times hlot owt the higher parts of
life. i1 is hut a passing plase. Be-
hold! Fven as you think this out, the
clouds have passed hy; the sun shines
on the mountain peak again. and the
conlrasting shadews that give it its
dehuilion. ance more are therve, Then,
a wavlarer iz compelled to mingle
with the multitude at times, as e
passes along through populated
places — man, made manifest; he
learns [rom the people, and ean also
help them. lecause he assimilales
what he learns, when he reaches, nnce
maore, Lhe peace, beauty and inspira-
tion af the countryside — God. made
manifest. Why don't you try it some-
time? Be a wayflarer and learn the
divine lessons of a “wayside seal.”

mMonar: We have to step out of
ourselres, in order to be able to know
the all-embracing.

And that's Perspective-minded The-
osophy.

The IWayfarer,




KARMAN IN THE BIBLE

Many peaple have wondered whe-
ther the teaching of Theosophy con-
cerning Karman or the universal
Chain of Causation is referred to in
the Hible. Some sludents have pointed
out the Ffact that this teaching is
defiuttely stated by S Panl, But it
is not generally known that veferences
to this universal fact of Deing are
quite nuwerous throughout he var-
jous hooks ol the Serintures. For tlie
benefit of students, and parlicularly
of public lecturers. who may have
oeccasion to compare the Theosaphical
ieachings with those contained in the
Bible, the Tollowing guotalions are
here breught together.

For the work of a man shall be
rendered unto lim. and cause every
man te find according 1o his ways.—
fob, xxxiv, 1.

Also unto thee, O Lord. belongeth
mercy: lor thou renderest to every
man according to his work. — Ps.
Ixii, 12.

«« .. and slall not he render to ev.
ery man accarding to his works? —
Prov. xxiv, 12,

I the Lord search the heart, I try
tle reins, even lo give every man ae-
cording te his ways, and according to
the fruit of his doings. — Jer. xvii, 10.

++ . [or thine eyes are open upon
all the ways of the sons of men: to
give every one according to his ways,
and according to the fruit of his do-
ings. — fer. xxxii, 9. :

Who will render to every man ac-
cording to his deeds. — Rom. ii. 6.

For the Son of man...shall re-

ward every man according to his
works, — att. xvi, 27,

For we must all appear hefore the
judgment seat of Christ; that every
one may receive the things done in lis
hody. according to that he hatl done.
whether it be goad or bad, — 2 Cor.
v, 10,

But he that doeth wrona shall re-
ceive for the wrong which he hath
done: and there is no respect of poer-
sons, — (ol iii, 23,

Be not deceived; God is not mock-
ed: for whalseever a man soweth. \lat
shall he also reap, — Gal. vi. 7.

- ocand T will give unto every one
of vou according te vour works, —
Rer. i, 23, ’

And. belold 1 conte gnickly: and
my reward is with e, 10 give every
man according as his work shall he,
— Rev. xxii, 12,

Tle above quotations are mgiven in
the wording of King James Bille.
This does nol mean 1hat stiddents of
Theosopliv accept this particular ren-
dering or translation as heing correct.
On the conlraryv. the translation is
definitelv very fanliv. But the ac-
cepted rendering does not materially
alter the meaning of the precepts
which these verses imbody, Our de-
duction is: the age-old teaching of
Cansation is 2 Christian teaching as
well. Bt it has been sorely neg-
lected by orgunized relision and s
practical efficacy has been reduced to
the vanishing paint. Onlv the teach-
ings of Theosoply, if applied fn daily
life, can make 1lis ancient tenet a
reality in our vode of conduct.

discontinued during July and Angust.

THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY ;

International Headquariers

Lorated at 1061 State Highway (CGarvey Avenue) near West Covina, Calil. Center
of Theoszophical University end of our large Printing Plant amd Poblishing Floarse,
The public Forum Lectures held in the Temple on Sundays at 3:00 PAL will he




SAN DIEGO THEOSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES

Theesophical Center, Fourth Avenve and Olive Strest
PUBLIC MEETINGS — SUNDAY AFTERNOONS — 3:00 O'CLOCK

Goeneral Theme: Swabhdva — each ond vvery Entity that exises is the result
of what ke wetwally Is spiviteatly i his own Nigher Nature,

Conrdinator; Mrs, Mary Fay

Ty 2 mpelling Forees of Our Enner Nature,” Boris de Zickofl, Field Lectueer, Aus
piees: Lodge Ne, 61,

July 9 — “Essential Fartors of Spiritual Growth.” Mrs, Lolita W, Hart of Cosina Head-
quarlers, Auspives: La Jolla Lodge.

July 16 — ~Ilata and the Age Ul Wisdom.” Mrs, Jalic Shore, Auspices; Ladpe No. 1,

July 23 — “What Makes Onr Charaeter?” Mr. George Simgpson. Auvspices: ba Mesn
Lodge.

Tuly 30: Panel Diseossion: “Changing Character Patterns.” Guest Speaker, D, Oliver

Rutterlield and Mrs. Constance Fostler, F.OT.8. .
{evneral Theme: Erotution, Involuation and Cyeles
Conrdinator: Yr, Donald Proy

Augnst 6 — *Origine and Destiny of Man,” Harokt Dempster: Auspices: Lodge No. 65,

August 13 — “How Man Beeame o Thinker,” W, Emmett Small of Covina Headgquariers,
Muspices: Ocean Beach Lonlge,

Augnst 20 — “Philosophy of Symbal=" dlrs. Horothy Friewd, Auspices; Lodge No, 61,

Angnst 27 — TPanet DHeeussion: Ol and New Views of Man's Evolution,” Guest Spesker,
I'vof. Spencer Bogers, State Coltege, und M. Gearge Simpson, F.T.S,

Churacter Forum for Sen Diege Youth, a nomsectarian group. meets at Theosophiace!
Center every other Satarday night, Enterdaining, educational, social. For information
cansult Hamer Barkus, Director, Bank of America Bldg., Frankbin 2525 or Main 2900,

For other information o all Theasuphical activities in San Diegn, eansult Harold W,
Dempster, Regivnal Viee-President, 3131 MeCall Steeer, San Diega 6, Calil., Bay-
view 0830 tor Franklin 3151, daylime).

QUESTION BOX

" The Falitors of this magazine will he glad 1o reeeive questions reganling the teach-
U ings of Theosophy or anvihing eonnected with the Thensophical Movement, They
will he gnswered by students 1o the hest of their knowledge and printed as space
permits. We wish all subsceribers and readers to fesl that they can contrilnte mate-
rialty to the value ol this magazine by hringing ap subjects Tor discnssion.

— The Editors.

INVESTMENT IN HUMANITY

The need for simple Fheosophical literature among the men in the service
is very great. Our Literature Commitlee s organizing a campaign to meet
this need. Qur object is to build up u Book Fund. through contributions from
various sources, with which to purchuse Theosophical literature for the camp
ard kaspitad Hbraries of the Armed Forces.

As students of Theosaphy, we should be vitally concerned with what the men
in the service are thinking and reading, as they will play a vita! part in e
reconslruction that will follow the war. It is our duly Lo make a coucentrated
eltort 1o spread Theosephy now, as our opportunity to do so is especially

14 '

-Er Em m M W M O s m @ mmaommm

IS




-y

e

grcal, Most of us who are ar home have not bheen tonched by the war very
clusely, as yet: we go on much the same. in comparalive comfort. But wlhat
ahout those men “ont there™? Their hearts and mnds ave troubled ey are
ill with fear and loresonteness, And what alumit the mental outleok of 1hose
who are crowding anr hospitals? What are we doing to help L1 theie marale
and change their restlessness into relative peace? We cansot comact wany
of them pevsenally. bl we eon send thew a hright message theaugh our boaks.

The Commiltee is more interested in receiving money rather than the hooks
themselves. as thix will allow us to secure the books best snited for serviee
lihrartes, We will issue from time to lime reporls on contribulions received
and work accomplished. We have an extensive list of service libraries {rom
puvernment sources and lave started placing literature i many of them.

We Teel sure thal vou will welcome (his timely oppertanity to contribute
to a most worlliy canse and Jook upon it as an investment in Hamanity. Let's
all enlist in it withow waiting 10 bhe drafted!

Send all contvilntious to Mrs, Funice M. Ingraham, M3 North Sierra
Borita Avenue, Hollywaod 46, Califurnia,

Fraternally and cordially, yaurs,

Fuxsicr M. INcrama

Chairman, Literature Commillee,
YWestern Distr., P B. L.

THEOSOPHY AND ADVERSITY

. Dorsthy Lloyd Kerst

Adversity is a medicine which people are rather fond of recommending
indiscriminately as a panacea to their neighbors. Like other medicines it only
agrees with certain constitutions. There are nerves which it braces and nerves
which it ulterly shatlers,

Take our Theosophical friend: Because of a wider scape in vision lie iz nat
disnayed — comie whit may. le is no less sympatheiic with his fellow travel-
ers, but hecause le is confident of the justice of everylthing that happens in
his tife, lie is likewise endowed with the characier or spiritual strength to
accepl his tot with sleadfastness und Fortitude, He learns nat to hlane any-
one but himsell; and the hard spols in his life hecome portals of progress.
le accepis then as a challenge 1o his inner self; yes, even as an epporiunily
to express that inner self with heroic yet humble reaction.

The more he stwlies this “God-Wisdem,” the more careful lie is about
recommending any panacea to anyone, He realizes that eacl individual in
the world is building his own loundation and that experience serves as the
bricks and mortar with which each of us must huild. His sense of lime i3 nol
limited and he kuows that to build well is the thing that counts mest,

Adversity is good for our Theasophical friend. and to his neialhor lLe is
inclined 1o lend sonme of his invincible strength that is of the spirit, his in-
nermost sell, thus helping his neighbor to a self-awareness throngh his oun
adversity.

- w e —————
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Statement

The wnriginal Theosophival Society  was
founded in New Yark City in 1875, by
Relena I Blavatsky, Col. Henry S, Oleatt,
W, . Judee and athers, At present
there are several independent Theosiephi-
cal organizations dilfering in wmethuds ol
work Bbut all having as their main ab-
joctive the disseruination of the Ancient
Wisdom and the promotion of Universol
Brotherheod.

All genuine Theosophienl work is in-
varially devoid of rreeds and ilogmas; its
nature jg philuenphival, religives, seten-
titie and lamawitarian: it is araditionally
unseetartan and  strictly aon-politienl,. I
forms an integral part of a universal in-
tellectral  and  ethical  movement  which
lias heen avtive, whether gulldicly  recog-
nized or not, in atl raves sl apges.

The objeets of the Theasophical Seciety
are: tay To dilfuse mmang mep a knowl
edpe of the laws inherent in the Uni-
verse: thy To promulgate the knowledpe
ol the essential unity of all that is, and
to demanstrate that this unity iz funda-
mental in Nature: te) To forin aa active
broatherfiond among men: (db To sty
ancient and modern veligion. seicnce. and
philosoghy: (e) To investigale the powers
innate in man,

The sule condition of Fellowship in the
Theasophiral Snciely is a sincere aceept-
anee al the principle of Universal Brother-
hond. Fellows of the Society are reguined
tn show the sane thoughtful eonsideration
far the heliefs of othees that they desire
othere te shnw towards Hieir nwn,

The Theosophical Society, with General

Whees Formerly loented ot 'oint Lome,
now  Dbas its International  Headynarters
near Covina, Calil, From 1929 10 1912 ils
Foader was Dr. G, de Pucacker: sinee his
passing, the Soviety ¢ under the juris
diction «f  the Cabinet, whase  present
Chairman is Tverson |, arris, brom early
youth a devoted student awd a very active
wuorker in the Orgnnizatinn,

The Society is compesed of National
Seetions, antonpmous nwder itg {lonstitu-
tion: the Sections, in torw, are eomposesd
of mirtonamens Ladges, wneder the direction
of their National Uresident. The  eliel
Olicers of the American-Canailliun Seetion
are: Cob Arthe L. Conger, President, 802
Jaekson Avenwe, Washinpglon 12, 1LC: )L
Frunry Clapyp, Executive e-President, 3
Tuptinglon Avenue, Bostone 16, Mass, s the
Regionab Olictal  for 1the Wesiern Coast
is {lnrold W, Dempster, 900 Third Avenur,
San Diego, Calil.

The ollivial Orpan ol the Seeiety is The
Theasophical Forum (32000 u year). ‘The
American  Scection mpgazine 35 Lueifer
(2100 a year). In 1his Seetion there 35 a
mwinimue membership fee of 2600 o year,
Thiz i net in the natore nf campulsory
tlues, Tt is rther o morsl obligathen vol-
untarily assumed,  Fhia amount ineludes
yearly  snbseriptions  to both  magazines
mentioned above.

Further information reparding the So.
ciety will be gldly  Tuenished wpon re-
qwest, Address: Lraee Finlayson, Seere-
tary, Leddpe Nu. 60, 500 Souwth Gramercy
Plare, Los Aupeles 5, Calill

STANDARD THEOSOPHICAL LITERATURE

H. P, BLAYATSXY

The Heetvt Doetrine, 2 anls, i
10 Unieiled, 2 anle In one. . Lo
The REey tn Thaewspt .2 an
The Veier nf phe SHenes ki)
Coanplete Works, frs1 4 an fi.TH
wilL)aM 0 JUDGE
Folwwe frome the Adelent . A0
The thwegny of Theasephy | Al
Lotters Thot Have Helpel Me, Yol 1,510
The Bhagnind - Gla oo iP5
Yo Aplwwkans of Tatanfall T3

KATHERINE TINGLEY
The Wine ol Be.
The gls Aualt .

G. DE PURYCKER
Man In Exoblen L8050
The Ferdetle Trmlltinn, 3
Fumlamemaly of the E-nter
Messnges o Comaentlnns
Lnbden Ttoeeprz of Fantepie
Winel of fte Spbel(

The Muhatma Letters (o A, 1% Blonete .

+ 1*hi brsopng

CHARLES ). RYAN
N, P flavatsky wml (e Thessophieal
AMovem b, e e 22,50
BVEN EEK
Thoanelar: The Wreltlngs of a0 Hinchg € eln. . 2.0
JURITH TYRERG
Bamdo it Kove tn e A Ladhin - Tetiglon.
THEOSOPHICAL MANYUALS
15 Alerenl ones: What Fs Thenanphic f. lelne.
vammallog, Kavioh, Cieles, Evolytion, -
whbe oy Aller Death — What T, Tl

Astbinl Light, ote.. carh .o W25
E. 0. WALKER
elnemenatlom e s £1.00
MAFBEL COLLINS
Lleht on the I'ath.. 51

L. GDRDOM PLUMMER
Frmm Atom o Kosiuns
KILE A, AMNEUS
i 'hennee o Juatlos Bole tur Llves? 2%
TIFE YHEOSOPHICAL FORUM
fifriad cegan of e Thovsephient Soctely,
rlngle ropy 20 ceds, avarly submeripthon... 2

These nud sther ke aml pamphilets tnay be ohtalaed from

Famlgye Ko, A0, S0 Bonth 4

oy {"lnee, Loz Angelea §, Cnlbtarnia
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PUBLISHED EVERY TWO MONTHS UNDER THE AUSPICES OF
LODGE No. 60, AMERICAN-CANADIAN SECTION, THEOQSOPHICAL SOCIETY
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Co-Editors: Weno R, Bergstrém, Boris de Zirkoil
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LODGE No. 60, THEOSCOPHICAL SOCIETY
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Officers for 1944;

Hon, Frank G. Finlayson . . . President  Grace Finlayson . . . . . Secretary

Count ). M. de la Cruz . !st Vice-President  Evelyn AL D. Claflin . Aisistant Secretary

Norine G. Chadil . . 2nd Fice-President  De.SvenEek . . . . . . . Libradan

Bertha Blanchard . . . . . Treasurer  Zella Smith . . . . Assistant Librarian
Della A. Peirce . . AMembership Chairman

Public Lactures — second and fourth Sundays of avery month, 3:.00 P.M.

September 10 — “Why )5 Reincernation Necessary?” — Qoris de Zirkoff.
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October 22 — “Destiny's Magic Key" — Bertha Blanchard,

Study Clasees

Ladies’ Class. Textbook: Man in Evolution. First and last Monday of every month, at
1:30 .M.

Men's Class, Textbook: Fundamentals of the Esoteric Philosophy. Second and fourth
Monday of every month, at 8:00 P.M,

Class for more advenced studies; 1extbook: The Esoteric Traditien. Call up FE.5914
for particulars,

Othsr Lodges in the Los Angeles Aren

Ladge No, §, 1595 Crossroads of the World, 1ollywood. Culbreth Sudler, President. Pub-
lic Lectures every Sunday at 3:00 .M. Reading Room open daily from 12:00 te 4:00.
Phone MO-11652,

Lodge No, 30, 1240 North Wilson Avenue, Pasadena. Mary L. Connor, President, Phene
SYcamore 4-6440,

Lodge Neo. 58, 831 North Mariposa Avenue, Los Angeles. Dr. Wm. V, Gale, President.
Phone OL-3063,

Lodge No. 63, 1595 Crossroads ol the World, Hollywood. Dr, John Craiset van Uchelen,
President. Phone 111-0019,

*

Los Angeles Public Rrlations Committee, Arthar W, Beach, Chairman, 1043 North Siersa
Bonita Aveoue, Hollywaod 46, .
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SCIENTIFIC BASIS FOR ETHICS

G. de Puruckar
Excerpts from Questions We Al Ask, Second Series, Nos, 18 and 20

Evolution is bringing out what is within, unfolding the latent powers
locked up within the deathless center which every human is at the core of the
core of himself, Infinitude lies there; deathlessness lies there; and therefore
the patliway of growth is endless and beginningless.

The way by which to grow is ta shed the personal in order to become im-
personal. . . . To shed, 1o cast aside, the limited in order to expand. How can
the chick leave the egrg without hreaking its shell? How can the inner man
expand without breaking the shell of the tower selfhood? fow can the pod
within manifest itsell — that god in each of you, your own divine vonscions-
ness -— until the imperfect, the small, the coustricled, the personal in other
words, has heen cast aside? 11 is in impersonality that lies imamortality; in
personality lies death. Therefore expand, grow, evolve, become what you are
within! The gods call te us constantly — wnot in human words, bt in those
soundless symbols transmilted to us aleng the inner ethers which man’s heart
and soul interpret as spiritual instinet, aspiration, love, self-forgetfulness;

and the whole import of what these voiceless messages are, is: “Come up
higher!™

Nature is not mncked. Ner fundamental essence is consciousness and her
fundamentul law is reaction — consequences. What you put into the zround
of your character, you will reap; what you sow into yourself by thought and
will and {eeling, makes your character. Thus yon build yourself through the
ages; and il you do evil 1o some othier, that evil will come back 1o you. You
know ihe old saying: “Curses come lume to roost.” They do, indeed.

Here is the scientific basis for ethics. Ethies are not mere conventions.
There are inceed conventional ethics; but the essence of ethics, the funda-
mental principle that right is right and wrong is wrong, that dishonor is
wrang and that honor is right, that just dealing is right and that unjust deal-

ing is wrong — these fundamental things which I call ethics, are based on
Nature’s fundamental law.

Sow beauty into your character by your thoughts and acts, and you will
become heautiful. Sow love by your aspirations and thoughis and acts, and
love will build your character to be lovely, and you will meet the guerdon
of love, which is love. BBe lovely and you will be loved; be hateful, and the
very fact of your thinking and feeling hate, disioris your character, 1wisls it.
The torsion is tremendous, because your will and feeling are with it, and yon
will return with a twisted and distorted character, which may even manifest
in a twisted and distorted bady, the natural reaction on the physical body of
the indwelling encrgy of your character,

Sow love, and reap it; sow hate, and reap it; Sow good-will, deeds of kind-
ness and brotherhood ~— and you will receive good-will, and deeds of kind-
ness and brotherhoad. Be peaceful, and you shall receive peace; be kindly,
and kindliness will be your guerdon. Forgive, and forgiveness will be yours.
Strive, and you will gain; aspire, and what you aspire to you shall reap;
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for within you dwells an indomitable will springing from the very hearl of
thie Universe; amd 1o a man who uses his will aright and who uses his will
with a will. naught can oppose his progress. If he {ails. it is hecause his will
lacks practice; and if he uses that will for evil purposes, if he abuses it,
Nature will react upon him exactly according to what lic did and gave.

Use your divine part, that spiritual will -— use it wilh a will on the side
of right, of love, of peace, of brotherhond, of happiness Lo others. Nature's
reaction upen you will bring hack to you all that you have sown. Ethics are
man’s way of expressing his consciousness of the harmeny and symmetry and
heauty inlierent in the Universe,

You are gods. my Brothers; every one of you in the core of the core of
your being is a god, a divine entity. . , . You are Children of Cosmic Space.

M

For the essence of you is Boundless Infinitude — the All.

THE THEOSOPHICAL MOVEMENT

William Quon Judge
(¥From an article in The Mark, New York, Aupust, 1895)

There is a very great difference hetween the Theosophical Movement and
any Theosophiea) Socicly. The Movement is moral. ethical, spiriwal, uni-
versal, invisible save in eflect, and eontinnons. A Society Tormed for theo-
sophical work is a visible organization, an cflect, a machine for conserving
energy and putling il to u=se; it is not nor can it be universal, nor is it con-
tinuous, Orzanized Theosophical bodies arve made by men lor their beller co-
operation, but, heing nmere outer shells, they must change from time (o tine
as human defects come out. as the times change, and as the great underlying
spiritual movement compels such alterations.

The Theossphical Movement being eontinuous, it is Lo be found in all
times and in all nations. Wherever thought has struggled to be free, wher-
ever spiritual ideas, as opposed to forms and dogmatism, have been pro-
mutlgated, there the great movement is to be discerncd. Jacoh Bochme's work
was part of it, and so also was the Theosoplical Society of vver one hundred
vears ago: Luther's reformation must be reckoned as & portion of it; snd
the great siruggle between Science and Religion, clearly portrayed by Dra-
per. was every by as much a molion of the Theosoplical Movemment as is the
present Sociely of thal name — indeed that struggle, and the {reedom therely
gained lor Science, were really as important in the advance of the world, as
are our different organizations. Awd vmong political examples of the move-
ment is o he comded the Independence of the Ameriean colanies. ending in
the formation of a great nalion, theoretically based on Brotherlood. (e can
therefore gee that to worship an organizatian, even thouglh it be the beloved
theosophical one, is to fall down before I'orm, and te become the slave onee
maore of that degmatism which our portion of the Theosopliical Movement, the
T.8., was meant to overthrow, '

Some members have worshipped the so-called “Thessophical Sociely,”
thinking it 1o be afl in all, and not properly perceiving its de facto and picce-
nieal cliaracter as an organization nor that it was tikely that 1his devalion lo
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mere form would lead to a nullification of Brotherhood at the first strain.
And this Iatier, indecd, did orcur with several members. They even forgot,
and still forget, that H. I, Blavatsky lersell declared that it were leltcr to
do away with the Society rather than to destroy Brotherbood, and that she
hersell declared the Furopean part of it free and independent. These wor-
shippers think that there must hie a continnance of the old form in order for
the Sociely to have an international character.

But the real unity and prevalence, and the real internationalism, do not
consist in having a single vrganization. They are found in the similarity of

aim, of aspiralion, of purpaose, of teaching, of ethics. Freemasonry — a great
and important pari of the true Theosophical Movement — is universally in-

ternational; and yet its organizations are numerous, antoncmous, sovereigh,
independent . . .

When the Theosophical Seciely was young and small, it was necessary that
it should have but one government for the whole of it. But now that it has
grown wide and strong, having spread among nations so different from eacl,
other as the American, the English, the Spanish, the Swedish and others in
Europe, and the Hindi, it is essential that a change in the oniward form be
made. This is that it become like the Freemasons — independenl in goveen-
ment wherever the geograplical or national condilions indicate that neces-
sity. And that this will be done in time, no matler what certain persons may
say to the contrary, there is not the slightest doubt.*

The American Group, heing by geographical and otlier conditions out-
wardly separate, hegan the change so as to be in government free and inde-
pendent, but in basis, aspiration, aim, and work united with all true Theoso-
1thists,

We have not changed the work of ILI.H.; we have enlarged it . . .

Those who desire to keep up 1LI.K.’s war against dogmalism will applamd
and encourage the Anerican movement because their liberated minds per-
mit; but those who do not know true Theosophy, nor see the difference he-
tween forms and the soul of things, will continue to worship Form and to
sacrifice Brotherhood to a shell. :

*It is interesting fo aote in this connection the insistence of our late Teader, Dr. de u-
rueker, wpon the nutonoy and self-povernment of zlf the Natinnal Sections of onr

Soriety, as the hest comdition of heslthy growth threugh individoal initiative, — B4,
Theos.

SAN DIEGO THEOSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES
Thecsophical Canter, Fourth Avenue and Olive Street
PUBLIC MEETINGS — SUNDAY AFTERMOONS — 3:.00 O'CLOCK
General Theme: “The Two Paihs to Self-Knowledga”

Codvdinator: Mr. Earl Hostier
Seplemher 3 — “Man’s Divine lecitage.” Miss Iz Miller and Mrs. Tnez Daveaport. Aus-
pives: La Jolla Lodge.
September 10— “Fhe Two Puths” Mr, L. Gordan Plummer of Covina tHeadguarters,
Auspices Laige No, 1.

September 17 — “Man’s Eternal Chojce” Mrs, Constance Flostler, Auspices: La Mesa
Lodge.
September 24 — Panel Discussion: “llow Shall Ethics Be Taught?” Guest Spesker, Mr.

Richard Barhour, Director, Guidance Bureaw, and Mr. Foster Gritiiths, F.T1.S.
Chargeter Forum jor San BDicge Yoeuth, a nonsectarian group, mects at Theosophicat
Center every other Saturday night. Entertaining, educational, social. For information
consult Homer Barkus, Divector, Bank of America Bldg., Franklin 7825 or Main 2109,
For other information on all Theosoplical activities in Saa Diego, consult Harold W.
Dempster, Regienal Yice-Presidens, 3131 McCall Streer, San Diego 6, €Calif,, Hay-
view 683Y (or Frauklin 3151, daytime).
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THE BROTHERHOOD OF MAN

Horaee Willard

The amhar of this article is a young
Negro, horn and educated in Los Anpeles,
Calif. Ue has worked for ten vears in the
field of ratdio. Personally acquainted with
racial prejudice nud diserimination, this
festering disease of the soul affecting <elf-
ish and parvechinl mind=, he has acquired
a spiritual strenpth which results Irom op-
pesition conragenusly met, and has devoted
hi= life to the promotion of inter-racial vu-
devstanding. e donates [reely the inspira-
tinn of his pen to local papers pronimting
good-will among various races. The Editor
iz prend to count Horare Willard among
his friends, — FEd. Theos.

Upon the request of a very good
friend, 1 sit and write about the
“Brotherhood of Man.” Te write con-
vincingly about a snbject so much
discussed and so seldom practiced, is
not easy. So many talk and so few
do that the subject in itsell is abstract
amd minbiguous as well as Iackmg in
substance,

Practically the only true followers
of brotherhood are children; the
vounger they are the more fond of
their playmates and the less con-
scious of race. Mayhe because when
we're young we are recently from God
and thereflore closer to God.

In my youth I had the happy ex-
perience of enjoying a healihy fuli
childhood, of what so many adults
of today term “true racial under-
standing.” But we didn’t call it that
then. 1 just palled around with
’cte, because 1 liked Pete and he
liked me. Then there was Joe, a
Mexican Loy whose immigrant par.
ents moved in our neighborhoed seon
after I could walk. We both liked
Joe and evidently Joe liked us. The
three of us, Pele of French.Irish ex-
traclion, Joe the sou of Mexican im-
migrants and I a Negro, were the best

of friends. A strange threesome we
made in our later years. Joe with
his oily black hair and round chubby
face, Pete of the sandy curls and |
with kinky hair and dark brown skin.

Like most children we had two

paramount pleasures in lfe, food
and play, and together we enjoyed
them to the fullest. Over at Preie’s
house we had delicipus apple pie with
pieces of warmed cheese on lop and
ice-cold milk to wash it down. As
Pete’s mother put it “The inilk was
lo pgive us strong leeth 1n (-lu-w
another picee of pie the next day.”
And Joe's motlier was always good
for a handout of highly.spiced large
ted beans wrapped in a blanket-like
Mexican robl called “tonillas.” Gar-
wished witly chopped meats, this wus
exgitisite, My niom was [amous [or
her hot biscuits, golden hrown [ried
chicken and candied sweet potatoes,
and Negro mothers get a varental joy
from feeding and caring for any
child that comes along. From house
lo lrouse we pan-handled until our
little hammies ached: in the streets.
vacant lots or [lower gardens, we
played until six litde legs wouldn’t
carry three little bodies any lTurther
and there we wenl 1o sleep.

Three wards ol God [ree [rom
man’s greatest curse, rece prejudice,
But that was to come later, lor we
were destined in tlie ways of man,
and man’s education deals too much
with prejudice, both in the school
and al home. Or else how would a
child learn? When we enlered senior
high schonl vur friendship was slow-
ly breaking off. Nothing apparent,
we were just drilting apart. This
disturbed me to such a point that [
asked wmv father why Pete, Joe and
mysell didnt get on as we used to.
My dad said, “You're arriving at
your adolescent period, son. And
American adolescence iz when one
beeomes sex-consciouz and rece-con-
scions!” And so we grew wiser.
arademically. We learned that Lin-
coln freed the slaves and the slaves
were Ilack like me; we also learned
that mest of the peoples of blexico
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were poor and dnddolent and very
few had an education, there's where
loe’s parents came from. 1 knew
how he Telt when these subjects were
under discussion; | felt the same way
when the teacher talked about Negro
slaves, They didn’t tell nus about

Benito Juarez, the yreat liberator of

Mexico, or Booker T. Washington,
the Negro educator.

At home our education of hatred
and prejudice was also carried on.
Uncanzciously, but nevertheless car-
ried on! [ was told that my grand-
parents were sold as slaves, healen
and killed by white slave-owners. So
naturally 1 developed a dislike [or
whites. Joe was told Whe reason hbis
people were so poor; white oil men
and landgrabbers had robled and ex-
ploited the Mexicans of everything
they had. This was not wholly true,
but Joe believed it. Pete, on the olher
hand, was laught that his was the
more popular color and his prand-
parents were rulers, the darker races
mferior. These tales were fed into
our young ears innocently enougle, in
bedtime stories, nursery rhymes and
the many other ways home education
is administered 1o children, bt they
were just as effective as if they were
ground out by a modern propaganda

machine. Thus we were educated ac
home and at schoel! On graduation
day we stood in cap and gown and
received owr diplomas, and so well
were we educated that we scarcely
snnke to each other.

Today the world is at war. A war
thm was caused hy the same preju-
dice and hatred that was forced upon
me and my two friends. We have
liopes of making this a betler world
to live in when the peace is signed.
“We witl make a peace that will last
forever,” | hear post-war planners
say. “At the next conference table
there will be a program of peace so
tremendous, envoked npan the world,
that it will he impossible 1o enter
into  anether war for a thousand
‘years!”

This may be true, but T don't be-
lieve it. The next worid peace may
be drawn up at a conference table.
buv it will never be carried out unlil
we lave a meeting of the minds of
the masses, P'eople must again be-
come like little children, get close to
God, Torget creed, color and religion,
and love our fellow man because in
our fellow man is He who represenis
us all. Then and ondy then will we
enfoy true Brotherhoad of Mlan.

FEEDING THE HUNGRY

Groce Finlayson

Today more persons are hungry
lan there have heen {or ages past.
And it is for those who have food, to
give to those who have not. But what
is the kind of sustenance for which
ihe bungry crave?

Man is much more than his gross
physical body. e has many Selves
ranging from the divine to the mate-
rial. Which of these Selves is most
in need of food? Surely nat the body
which we are taught is the lowest of
our composile nature.

Too long has man been kept in
ignorance. Today many are no longer
satisfied with the pap which has been
fed them: the pap which has dulled
their intellect and prevented them
from “eating of the [ruit of the tree
of knowledge.” Blany are now eager-
ly searching for that which will wake
them up. They are wearied of the
sugar-coated sedatives that have put
Lthem to sleep. They are earer to know
what life is all about and where they
are going and how to proceed there
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in the best and most elicient way.

The story is told of a traveler on r
train of whom the conductor msked,
“Where are you going?” and the man
replied, “I do not know.” “Why are
you traveling?” the man was asked
and he replied, *I do not know,”
The eonductor enquired, “Who are
you?” and again the man answered,
“1 do not know,” Think of the mil-
lions today who would have given
the same answers. They cannol tell
where they are going, why they are
traveling or who they are.

Fortnnately, thousaiuds are waking
from their letharpy and are secking
the nourishment that will satisly their
wheited appetities. Life will hold a
nieaning and purpose il they are told,
that each man has within himself &
spark of Divinity, that he is lraveling
an aeon-lang joeurney toward perfec-
tion, and that lie has lived many,
many lives, endeavoring to unflold
this god-spark, that lie also may ulti-
mately attain godhood.

If these starving thousands are giv-
en but the two simple [acls of karma
and reincarnation, a whole new lile
will open before them. Wars will be
impossible when all men [ully un-
derstand the law of kanna: the law
of which St. Paul speke when he
caid: “Whalsoever a man soweth.
that shall he alse reap.” Would the
peoples of the earth he so unintelli-
pent as le commit wholezale murder
il they realized that the seeds ol war
will most certainly produce the fruits

ol another war, for which they will
have to pay either in this or some
future lile? :

Those of us who have heen given
these teachings are like guests at a
great banguet table. Tlow shall we
show our anpreciation? Are we going
to sit still and gorge on spiritual
food, abserbing all 1hat we can for
purselves alone, or shall we rtise and
seek those whom we can invite to
share the food from this abundant
table?

(a1 every side we are surrounded
by hungry Souls. The person sitting
next lo us on a sireetcar or hus may
be so bungry for an answer to lis
preblems, that his eatire Life might
be changed for the belter if he is
given some ol the food that sustaing
and satisfics.

It is easy 1o drop a word or a hint
that will start the mind of a stranger
thinking. Simple remarks like, “Well,
in my fast life I most liave done so-
and-s0.” or “In wy next life LI'm
deterinined to do ze-and-so,” will in-
variably bring forth the query, “0h.
do you Dbelieve in reincarmation?”
What better opening could present
itsell?

To my mind, the most zealous aim
ol every true theosophist should be
to do all in his power to get these
wisdom-teachings out into the world.
and never miss an opportunity to
feed all starving men, women and
chiliren who musl, sooner or laler,
he fed the apple of true knowledge,
as symbolized in the Bible allegory.’

THEOSOPHICAL UNIVERSITY EXTENSION COURSES

Throughout the winter momhs, Miss Judith Tyberg of Theossphical University
(Covine, Calil.) will conduct a course in Sanskrit lerms and grammar, 1t will be
Liehd on the fiest Friday of every month: at 2 P.M., at the hiome of Mrs, W, B,
Claflin, 552 South Gramercy Place, Los Angeles 5 (telephone EX-6G950), and at
7 P.AL, ot the home of Mrs, Inis Hurd,
Nelephone EX-0357). On the second Friday of the month, a1 2 P.AL, Miss Florenee
Collison will conduet a eoerse in Comporative Religion, at the heme of Mra. Clallin,
Call EX-6950 for any particulars regarding hoth courses.

136 Nortlt Catalinn Sireet, Los Angeles 4
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“ Z)/teadoplzy Speakd 7

REINCARNATION

Tronscribad Radio Broadeast of Decamber 26, 1943,
ovar Stalion KMPC, Baverly Hills, California

Annvutivert “Theosophy Speaks!”
“Light for the Mind — Love for the Hearl — ond Understending For the Intellect”

“1Theosophy Speaks™ will undertake to answer some of the many ¢uestions in our minds
regarding life and death, and will endeavor 10 shiow that Man cannot have a true compre-
hension of ethics and morals without understanding his proper place in the Universe. his
Origin, his real Nawire, and lis Destiny, Last Sunday, in diccussing man’s real Nature,
we hroupht owt that Man is not merely the hody which identifies him to others. That, in
reality, he is & complex heing with seven principles or levels of ronseiousness. These are:
the Physical, Astral, Energy, Emotional, Mental, Spiritual aml Divine. That he uses all
seven phases of his nature as toals for experience in his evolutionary pilgrimage in the
realms of matter, And just as a thermometer indicates Jenrees of temperalure, =0 dn
onur emotions, thaughts, and artions indicate o which level of nur nature we are funciion.
ine. Also, that the purpese of life is to bring sll of these seven levels of eonsciousness
uieder the domination of the spiritual &nd dicine parts of our real Nature, Today, realiz-
ine that many pronle are not ouly ruriaus, hut seriously interested in Refncarnation. we
hegin a =eries of fonr dinlogues en this subject. ur Scene: A cheerful, smnke-flled
firary. The host and two Triends visit as they wait for Sunday dinner. One of the guests

suddenly interrupts the conversatian ...

HAL: For half an hour now we've
been talking pelilics and economics
—subjects we discuss every dav. 1
want to learn somethinz about Hein-
carnation. Deen seeing intimations
ol it in mavies, books, noetry, and so
forth—and I'm actually getting cur-
ious about it.

BILL: AN I know about it is that
I don’t believe it—Dlesides there’s no
proof for it.

TOM: Neither is there any proof
against it, Bill.

CBILL: Tt's defeatist—Tfatalistic!

TOM: On the coutrary, old boy, it
takes courage to believe in Reincarn-
ation—Dbecause you niust {ace your-
self honestly,

'BlLL: Only longhairs believe in
it!

TOM: (Amused) Is that s0? . ...
Il probably come as a shock to
you then te learn that three-lourths of
the world's population believe in it
—and these three- fourths include
people in all walks of Jife. Here in
the Western World, what would you
say if I told you that there are doc.
Lors, scientists, lawyers and preachers,
who think and say that Reincarn-
ation is a fact—and that there is

much proof? Whv. Bill. the verv
fact that man intnitively knows that
there are reserves of power and vos-
sibilities within him that are secking
exnression—the fact that nearly ev.
eryone vearns to he somelhing which
he senzes wilthin—the very urze to a
better life—is our daily rroor that
man has a great destiny—a destiny
that each man achieves for himself,
It takes courape 1o face vourself
honestly and sav: 1T 158 Ur To ME—
though it takes me aeons of time—
and many lives,

HAL: But how would you brielly
define Reincarnation?

TOM: Reincarnation is a phase of
the Law of Reimbodiment. Atome,
stars, planets, universes, galaxies
all reimbody themselves, Human be-
ings, having hodies of flesh, rein-
carnate, The word “reincarnation™
means to re-inflesh.

BILL: You mean everything re-
imbodies?

TOM: Yes—periodically. Nalnre's
laws-——which might also be called
“nature’s maniTs’—allect all entities
in Nature. You see, Bill, one ol the
biggest handicaps we have is the
tendency to look upen man as merely




a product of paysicarn evolution, Tt
hias the effect of discounting man's
spiritnal natnre.  And the result of
this is a horror of death. How can
anvhody be happy or progressive if
lie: believes that death ends all?
Theosophy savs that man is a death-
less, epirvitnal being — using  hody,
emolions and mind as vehicles of ex-
pression and exeerience in the male-
rial workd.

HAL: Ol ves, you told us about
that last week. You said the hody,
our vitality, our emotions and desires.
and our power to think—were cur
SERVANTS.

TOM: That's right, Hal, You see,
Theosophy says that there is no such
thing as dead matier, Everything in
the Kosmos has some forim, or some
degree, of lile and energy. Now
where there is /ife, there is actfon,
Riaht?

BILL: O} course. Even in so small
a thing as the atem. the amouat of
energy in it is siaggering,

TOM: Isn't it logical. then, thal
where there is aetion—there is houud
to he fatigie?

HAL: Well, [ know thal at night
I'm so tired after a busy day that |
liave 10 go 1o sleep 1o recuperale!

TOM: wuy do you have to recup-
erate?

HAL: So T'Il have the vitality 1o
carry on my next day's aclivities.

TOM: Exactly. And that’s why
we sav that Reincarnalion is a NECES.
s5ITy. After abowt seventy-odd years
a lwman being is tired. Life has
worn ont his body. And lis soul
has had just as much experience as
it can stand at one time. So. .. hody
and soul need rest. The man throws
o[ his worn-oul bady and goes inlo
auother spliere to _ECUPERATE, Then
when the soul is refreshed after a
long period of rest, it iz ready and
vrepared—even eager—to reswmne ils
aclivities. So it is born again on this
earth—iu a new body.

BILL: Just 2 minwe, Tom. You
said, “he aoes ofl into another sphere

10

to recuperate.” I don't like such
varneness. WHERE does he go?

TOM: First you tell me wlhere you
go when you sleep.

BLL: (Laughs) To bed.

TOM: (Laugh} Your nony is
stretched out on a bed, yes, But the
reason it is inert is becanse you, its
{enant, have pone ol sumewhere.
When vou return and take possession
again, your bhody becomes animaled
again, Now, wlen you temporarily
left your hody in sleep, where did
rou gn?

BH.L: (Laugh) | asked you first.
Tom!

TOM: Tt certainly must have been
to anolher plane or sphere of con-
sciousness, Bill. DBecause life — or
consciousness—is conlinuous. There
is no such thing, actually, as Bivrn
and pEATIL Just varying kinds of
1IFE . . . We are born into one kind
of life—and we die inlo another kind
of life. Life is conlinwous—there-
fore, conscionsness, whelher on one
plane or another, is continuous, In
fact, we can say that sleep is incom-
plete death—and death is comiplele
sleep,

HAL: Say, that's very interesting.
{Meditatively ... ) Sleep is incom-
plete death—death is complele sleep.

TOM: You see, in sleep the with.
drawal of your conscionsness 1o an-
other plane is ouly partial and tem-
porary .., therefore, you can returan
to your hody and resume daily activ-
ities. Bt in death, the withdrawal
of your consciousness is complele—
and so your hody disintegrates, Al
any rale, the sleeping period and the
death period are hoth for the pur-
pose of rest and recuperation.

HAL: As far as I'm concerneil,
Tom, you make sense. But, why do
we have to come back 1HErRE — 1o
Earth?

TOW: Why were you horn here in
the. First rrAace? It wasn't blind,
accidental happenchance! Nature
doesw’t work that way., Logically,
there is something we must ac
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complish in this particular spot—
cafled Farth. Let's say that the Earth
is a school—where there are various
subjects we must master in order to
evolve, or graduale, into a higher
sphere of lile. You start in the frst
grade—vyou study, learn, then you
are given tesls, If you've done vour
work well, you pass into the second
grade—and so on. nur, if you {ail in
your work, you must remain in that
same grade unlil you HAVE learned
your lessons. The reason we come
back here—is hecause the thines we
have to'learn 1ERE cannot he learned
any other place-——or we’d be THERE
instead of here. A farmer doesn’t
nlant seeds in one place—and then
travel miles away 1o another [arm
to harvest lis crops! We. have to
come hack here to reap the harvest
on the spol where the seeds were
sown.

HAL: Your point is pure logic,
Tom ... maybe i's fear that makes
me wish ['d go somewliere else,

TOM: Your scene of action, Hal,
until you have mastered all the chal-
lenges and problems the Eartl has to
offer—is right on this planet. Why
go to another place when you haven't
been a sucecess here? You see, your
unfinished duties and obligations, the
unlearned lessons and unsatisfied am-
bitions ruLL you back here. We call
it magnelic atlraction.

BILL: Well, 1 for one don’t want
to come back. I'd just as soon enjoy
life and then be snulled out.

HAL: I guess everybody would—
hut evidently Nature doesn’t -work
that way.

TOM: Your way would be -easy,
Bill-—but it's not very courapeous,
is it? You see, {ellows, the NEED is
lo tell people of their siGNIFICANCE
in the evelutionary plan. We need
a larger view of the purpose and
destiny of the human race. You and
1 didn’t spring into being at the
MOMENT OF BIRTH! Theosophy is the
only thing I've come across that, to

1t

my mind at least, satisfactorily Ex.
rLAINS the riddles and inetqualities of
life. It shows man’s relation to the
Universe. In fact, man is a pilgrim
—with a Spiritual origin and a Di-
vine Destiny.

BILL: Well, it certainly is o dif-
ferent conception than most evolu-
tionists have.

TOM: Yes it is. But you see, Bili,
the materialistic idea of evelwion
leaves oul man's Spiritual Nature—
and also the spiritual aspect of Na-
ture itself. And you simply must
take it into consideration hecanse the
core of Nature is essentialty Syiri
tual.

ITAl.: As you were talking, Tom,
I got the feeling of tremendous per-
iods of time. Endless, almost.

TOM: Nature works slowly. and
continuously repeats itzelf. Lvelo
tion requires TIME and depends on
coNTINUITY, We are evolving, grow-
ing units in an evolving untverse, and
need time—yplenty of time-—te reach
our goal. That’'s why we say RRIN-
CARNATION 18 A NECESSITY.

BILL: [ agree that evolution takes
time-—hillions of years perhaps. But
I still think that people evohe
through their descendants-~and not
individually.

TOM: Bill, have you ever asked
why people are so diflerent? Why
are some so rich in money and so
poor in kindliness—wliy are some
bortw with sueh poor health-—why o
opportunities come 1o some people
and not to others—why do some hasve
more will power than others—why
are some born with lendencies 1o
evil which they are given little time
to outgrow? Why. the inequalities of
life are in themselves enough to em.
bitter the heart and destroy intia-
live!

TOM: It is, Bill, to a certain ex-
tent. But think a moment. Heredity
and environment are consequences,
not causes. The answer lies mucl
deeper than that. There are inequal-
ities in people of the same heredity
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and environment, One child in the
family will he stupid, another hril.
liant. One will have perfect health
and his brother be horn an idiot. One
will submit to hLis environment, and
his brother will raise himself out of
it and become President!

HAL: Now you're saying some
thing! FEvervbody wonders why that
is.

TOM: 1t’s because we've all taken
up where we lelt off before. Some
have learned their lessons and passed
on to the next grade—while others
fatled the tesls and must do Lhem
again. Some have waslted time and
are born without talent and just plod
alonz. (Mhers acquired a high degree
of perflection along certain lines and
are born perliaps musicians, geniuses,
prodigies, We might have a lifelong
dream of a career that was never pos-
sihle—aor other unsatisfied longings.
These are energies. Somewhere —
sometime — they must develop and
bear fruit,

HAL: That must be what the phil.
nsophers mean by “the hunger of 1he
human heart.”

TOM: Yes. And only human life
can salisfy it.

BILL: I know., but [ still think

these “unsatisfied longings” bear

fruit, as you put il, in our ehildren,

TOM: A child ol yours cannot
complete Your evolution. He has his-
own—you have your own. We don't
enter a university and exnect to leave
it, an educated person, in one lerm.

TOM: Neither can we masler lhe
schoal of life—in onre lifetime. It's
foolish even to suppose it. One
seventy-odd year life is not enrough.

HAL: Do you think we develop
talenis in past lives which are our
easiest lines of elfort now?

TOM: Yes. Then too, you've de-
veloped namTs, good and bad, which
are the easiest lines of effert. Por
instance, take a man who dies a
drunkard’s death—

an.’l‘f'fi: ()’h’.‘".l’ﬂg 0! d‘(}'ﬂr e

MRS, BILL: Oh, Bill dear, I'm
sorry lo interrupt this confab —
{ pleasently ) but divner is ready and
wailing,

HAL: {Laughs) And we cerlainly
can’t talk ahout a drunkard during
dinner, can we?

All laugh . ..

TOM: Tell you what—yew're in-
vited to dine with a& next week, boys.
And we'll go inlo a few more de-
tails. That is, if you want te.

HAL: Yes, ! can make it.

BILL: That’s a splendid idea.

MAN AND THE INVISIBLE WORLDS

Dello A. Pierce

(Condensed from a talk given before a Study-Class}

The Universe, structurally, is made
up of planes or spleres, visible and
invisible, extending endlessly in the
direction af Spirit on the one hand,
and of increasing maieriality on the
other. In this evalutionary patlern
moves “little man,” somewhere be-
tween gross materiality and ethereal
spirituality, “muddling” his way
through every experience on cndless
planes and worlds,

The evolving entity, in whatever
form it may be manilesting, when-
ever it has hinishesd a cycle of exper-
ience enters a bigher plane and goes
through a similar cyele, hut on a
higher plane of growtl, in the Cosmic
Hierarchy. Tn this new cycle of ex-
perience he is a beginner, just as our
new personalily of every incarnation
is Nirst a child in its development on
this physical globe.

12
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All leginners studving this truth
wonder why we do not make faster
progress, But when we remember
that Cosmic Life works through end-
less stages and degrees of substances
and forces, then we realize that this
growth s one of expansion of con-
sciousness and sensory preceplions,
In other words, when the Human
Life-Wave has finished this present
world-systems. Consciousness, in its
MHoom, so-to-speak, inte entities that
would appear god-like to us, at our
present slage of evolution.

This is the destiny not only of man
but of evervthing that lives,—endless
growth through endless time to learn
first-hand everything in innumerable
world-systems. Consciousness, in its
continwous expansion, must do so
self-consciously, with complete aware.
ness of its own growth. Pure con-
sciousness is free of all limilations.
It manifests according to the space or
sphere which it infills. It can be
Cosmie or electronic, so lo say, he-
cause in ils own essence it cannot he
measured or limited. Some conseious-
ness on an electron may have thoughts
similar lo our divine thoughts. This
is so because all forms of mani-
fested substance are, ultimately, ofl-
springs of Cosmic Intelligence; every
mathematical point in the Universe
is infilled with Cosmic Consciousness,
because rooted in it from all eternity.

We liumans are of course still very
imperfect in our evolutionary growlh,
Beings on other planets of the Solar
Syslem are more advanced and think
diviner thoughts than we do. Beings
inhabiting the Sin—how strange this
must sound in the ears of accepted
physical science! — are thinking zod-
like thoughts hecause their conscious-
ness has reached god-like or Solar
expansion. '

Just as the Universal Life or Con-
sciousness works through and holds
together our own Home-Universé, as
astromers call it, so the life or viral-
currents in man’s physical and astral
structure is the lower aspeect of that
vital, cohesive, somethine which liolds
all of man's constitution together as
a Unit or Organism.

There is an entire Universe within
the human body. It has ils worlds,
its planes, and it is inhabited by mil.
lions of cells, grouped into “king-
doms” and “races.” such as bone-
cells, nerve-cells, tissue-cells, what
itot. Dur econscious Selfl is the ruler
or god of this system. Likewise, the
Suns or Stars, planets and satellites,
nehulae and slar-clusters, are organs
and structural parts of a Universal
Urganism, compaosed of all the suh-
stances and ferces of a Universe.
Our own life is merely an intexral
part of that infinite life throhhine
through the arteries and veins of
Cosmie Space. Man evelves between
two Infinities: in the direstion of Cos-
mic magnitudes, and in the direction
of the infinitesimals.

All the great and insvired Poets
and Philosephers of history have
voiced the Truth that the “Warld
Soul” permeates everything, It is hut
another way of saying that the Su.
preme Self of any Hierarchy infills
it throughout and permeates it with
its Life. ‘That “Highest” dwells in
every man that is born. This is true
ancient Pantheism: the Deliel, the
intuition that back of all things there
is a Divine Essence that jszues in-
numerable multitudes of rays. life-
conscigusness-rays, Lhat FEssence beine
the Spiritual San from which all
Universes ow forth into heing, and
inte which they will all eventually
return,

BT\ you think you ave right, and can tell the remsons why, do not worry over what

people will think. Do what your head and conscience dictate. I you cannot say correetly

what you thiuk, you cannot think cetrectly.—Joseph Stalin.
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THOUGHTS BY

Sitting on a hill-top ene day, en-
grossed in silent contemplation of a
view that embraced the majestic ex-
panse of a tranquil acean on one side
and the silent grandeur of a mountain
range on the other; a thought kepl
Mashing into mind-——Tranquility, that
is of the essence of Nature’s Ways.

Whether it be the sprouting seed,
or the slowly rising mountain range,
Serenity — Tranquility — Calmness
reigus. Fven the wild animal life
that abounds, is governed by dhe
same rales; accentualed, bul not de.
nied by sporadic quarrels and fights,
indulged in by individual members
of ils varied species. Man is like that
also.

Then, lollowing through. came the
ffash: Then why is it that man alone,
the highest manifestation of life on
this planet, is yet the only form of
life 1hat seems to lack—Trangnility 7
How rare it is to hnd a single hnnan
heing wha lives serenely, remaius
tranqguil at all limes and preserves
a calm attitude under all circum-
slances!

In fact, one has 1o admit, Confus-
ion — Disorder — Agilation seem

he the normal living of this so-
ealled Lord of Creation—NMan, Sure-
Iy the Divine Intelligences thal must
e belind all creations, did not en-
dow Man with a =elf-conscious mind
and in return robh him of the IHess-
ings. vouchsafed all otlier crealed
forms?

Now, here is onc ol 1he great hene-
{itz of silent contermplalion, especially
when surrounded hy nothing hul
Serenity — Tranquility — Calmness,
which of course means silting some-
wlhere by The Wayside. 1t is this:
Auswers just come to the most per-
plexing of questions. Aud so it was
in this case. 1t is the greal abuse of
the Gifu of Tongues that is responsible
for Man's isolation from the Tran-
quility enjoyed by all other living
things, TL is the ceaseless challer,
the wagring tongucs, and the discord-

THE WAYSIDE

ant voices, as well as the disturhing
mass of the writlen word, all heamed
gt crealing Confusion, establishing
Disorder and inenleating Agitation,
that is respensible Tor the lack of
Tranquility in ocur daily lives,

Remember, | said it was the abuse,
I did not zay the use, of the Gift of
Tongues that is responsible, Words
have lLieen called “The winged mes-
sengers ol thought.,” Then, many of
these messengers, must have lost their
wings, like the Dodo Bird, which
also why they have died out. For,
just fisten al any time 10 the etern-
al clatter of conversation you hear
around you, wherever you go, al any
titue, in the busy marts of Man, or in
the salons of a social gulhermg, and
try to find even a vestige of a thouglt
hehind the continuous llow of words,
words, words.

Science tells us that al! hodily
arowlh oceurs during the sleeping
liours. Perhaps that is hecause tle
tongues are stilled in steep and the
many foot-nounds of energy wasted
in idle chatter, that is so exhausting
to the chatterer, as well as the chat-
leree, in sleep can go about their duly
ardained 1ask and rehabilitate the
Godly Form we use. Any public
speaker will tell you that an hont’s
address is s exhausting as several
houss of pliysical Jabor. The former
drains the uervous system, the latler
wears down the nmmscles, Is it any
wonder we lave so many nervous
people around us?

Then why the Gift of Tongues, in
Hie first place? (bviously, the answer
is, az Man was given a Mind, it was
intencled as a means 1o express Con-
struclive Thought alone. Nan has
nreflerred Lo use it, for the most part,
1o express Destructive Thought alone,
Therefore CONFUSION reigns.

MORAL:—Internal Tranquility at
all times, is the patliway to Peace,
and Understanding, and that’s Con-
templative Theosophy.

The Wayfarer.
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THE CASE FOR ATLANTIS

Boris de Zirkoff

Students of Fheosophy are grateful
to our friend and veteran-Theoso-
phist, Dr. Charles J. Ryan, of Tat')
Idqrs., for his recently published
essuy modestly entitled “Notes on the
Place of Atlantis in World Evolu.

“tion" (Theos, Univ. Series. No. 5,

1944}, These are in realily more than
just “Notes,” as the pamphlet covers
in its 25 pages important facts con-
nected  with  submerged continents,
and is, willoul question, the wmost
valuable and aumhoritative oudine of
what is actually meant by “Atlantis”
it Theosophical terminology, its place
in the evolutionary history of the
Earth, and the hest-fonnded evidence
for the support of this anciem tradi-
tion. Dr. Ryan’s paper is invaluable
for theosophical speakers when at.
tempting to deal with this popualar
and captivating subject,

The author brings forward gea-
graphical, geclogical, hiological and
allied factors which cannot be ex-

plained without the forimer existence -

of the vast continental systemn of Al-
lantis, Tle reviews the teaching of

the orderly suceession of Cycles in.

Nature, giving hinls of the probsble
inversion of the poles of the Farth,
and its bearing upon the submergence
and rise of continewts. A bird's-eye-
view of Rounds and Races follows
with a sureested explanation why the
“primitive” tribes possess highly com.
plicated languages and a knowledge
of occult farces and their usage.

Special atiention is drawn 1o the .

vital distinction between the Theo-
sophical teaching of the antignity of
Atlantis, and that of those anthro-
pologists who accept the probability
of vanished civilizations, This de-
serves 1he most carelul atention of
the reader. Atlantis should be re-
garded as a system of eontinental
masses that covered rarious parts of
the Earth and not as u were island
somewhere in the Atlantie Ccean,
This is anotlier very conunon error.
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The fascinaling subject of the ac-
tual age of Atlantis is carefully gone
into, the teasons for the disintegra-
tion of its civilizations, and the waves
of emigrations which left il for other,
then rising, parts of the Globe. Dr.
Ryan discusses the antiguity of civil-
izations in general; he poinls out the
confusion amd uncertainly existing
aboul this among modern scientists;
the magnificence of some of the re-
mains of early cultures, followed
here and there by what appears o be
abject bharbarism; very telling [fac
tors and evidences are brought to-
~gther,

Dr. Ryan's essay should be highly
recommended 1o all students, and
those who, while not directly inter-
ested in Theosophy, love the study
ol antiguity and of the evolutionary
history of the Earth. As far as our
speakers are concerned-—and let it
be stated without any unkind criticism
in mind—they cannot be pardoned
anv langer for confused, erratic or
misleading statements on the subject
of Adantis, on the alibi that H. P.
Blavatsky’s teachings in The Secret
Doctrine are very sketchy and seem-
ingly contradictory. With Dr, Ryan’s
pumphlet at hand, and with supple-
mentary study of available material,
any speaker can deliver a lecture on
Atlantis which will have scientific
value and spiritual worth,

In our own field-work, we are con-
slantly discovering people who have

Deen for many years assiduous read-

ers of Dr. Ryan’s scientific and oc-
cult articles in Theosophical maga-
zines, and who have even made col-
lections of them. So we feel we voice
the feeling of many students when
expressing the hope that our good
friend, Dr. C. J. Ryan, will continue
to give us vuluable material from
his more than half - a - century - old
theosophical sindies, through the med-
ium of his experienced and inspired
pen.




Statenent

T'he ariginal Theosaphical Society was
fornded in New Yok Chiy in IB75, by
Hlelena P. Blavatsky, Col, lenry S, Oleolt,
Wm. {}, Judpge aml others, At present
there are several independent Theozopli-
ral organizations differing in nethods of
work but all having as their main olb-
jeetive the dissemination of the Ancient
Wisdom and the prometion of Universal
Brotherhoad.

All genuine Theosuphical work is in-
variably devnid of creeds amd dopmas: s
natture s philosoplical, religious, scien-
tific amedl humanitarian: it is traditionally
unsrclarinn  and  striedy  non-political. It
forms an integral part of a wniversal in-
tellectual  and  ethical movement  which
has been nctive, whether publicly recog-
nized or not, i alk races and ages,

The objects of the Theosophical Society
are: {a) To dilluse ameong men a knowt.
edpe of the laws inherent in the Uni-
verse: (B To promulgsie the knowledee
of the essentinl wnity-of all that §s. and
te demensirale that this unity is Tunda-
mental in Noture: (e} To form an active
Lrotherhood among men: {dY To stady
ancient and modern eeligion, science, and
philesophy: {e) To investigate the powers
innate in man,

The sole condition nf Fellowship in the
Theosopliieral Saciety is a sinrere acrept-
ance of the principle of Universal Brother-
houd, Fellnws ol the Sariely are reguiced
1o show the same thmuphtful constderation
Inr the beliels of nthers that they desire
others to show towards their o,

The Theosophical Society, with General

OMees formerly lacated nt Point Loma,
now has ita Toternational  Henrdguariers
near Covina, Calill ¥Fren 1929 e 1942 Qs
Leader was Dr. G, de Purncker: sinee his
passing, the Seciety is under the juris.
dirtion of the Cabinet, whose  present
Chairman is verson L, Harris, [rom earky
youtlt a devoted stilent end a very active
worker in the Organization,

The Soeiety is romposed of Natienal
Sections, amonamaus under its Constitu.
vion: the Seetions, in turw, are composed
ol antonomuous Lodpes, under the direstion
of their National President.  The chicl
Olbeers of the Ameriran-Conadinn Section
are: Col, Arthar L. Couger, President, B02
Jackson Avenue, Wazhiogton 12, 1LC; L,
Ewory Clapp, Exeeulive Vice-President, 30
Humtington Avenue. Bostom 16, Mass.: the
HRegionnl OMeial for the Western Copst
is Hareld W Dempster, 93 Third Avenue,
San 1Yegn, Calil,

The olicial Orpan al the Society is The
Theasophicad Forum (32.00-a yeart. The
American  Seetion mapazine is Lurcifer
(2100 n yeard. In this Sertion there iz a
miimun membership fve of 26000 a year.
This is w0t in the nature of compulsory
dues, but is rather n moral obdipation vol-
untarily asswmed, This amount includes
yearly  enbseriptions 1w buth  inagazines
memioned above,

Fusther infarmation regarding the So-
viety will be gludly Tupished wpon re-
quest, Address: Graer Finlayson.  Srere-
tary, Ledpe Nu. 60, 500 South Gramercy
Place, Los Angrles 5, Unlil.

STANDARD THEOSOPHICAL LITERATURE
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wiLLIAM 0. JUDRE
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The Beotevie Traditlen, 2 nls,, T
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The Mahatma Letters to A I Sinoeld A

CHARLES I RYAH
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THEOSOPHICAL MANUALS
15 dlferemt ones: What 15 Theosophy 7, ek
varaliot, Kaoman, €veleg, Faoligfon, Tey-
elde Pawers,  Atter hwatlt — What?, The
Astenl Llght, ete eache.. . e e e 2R
E. D. WALKER
Welurarpativg
MAREL COLLINS
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L. GOADOW PLUMMER
Fram Afom (o Waswos e .
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THE THEOSDPHICAL FORUM
M tcinl thpnn of the $hecsapllen) Soebdy,
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THE ALL-PERVADING ONENESS OF LIFE

' Boris de Zirkaff

Man and the Universe are One.
The lost key in the thought-workl of
many a century past has been the
Oneness of all Lile. IFrom the realm
of the infinitesimal, to the reabin of
the Cosmie, from the electron to the
super-galaxy, the Universe is one or-
ganic Whole woven of Consciousness
and Life, upon the loom of Time.

As allme, so below, The small
but the replica of the great. The
great is I the pattern follawed Dby
smaller units. The ane rellects the
other, mirrors itsell in it. Nowhere
in Nature are there any breaks, gaps,
jumping-oll places, Frerything is in
timately connecled with everything
else, depends upon evervthing else,
and parlakes of all else. Every mani-
lestation of life alfects all vther crea-
tures and things, causes them to re
acl, lo change, to hecome. Universal
Life is a constant llowing., a never-
ending change, a sweeession of tides
which issue forth from the Divine,
and veénler therein.

Today we hear 1he teachings ol the
Ancient Wisdmm echoing-in the Halls
of Science. We lail those indefa-
lignalle researchiers whose inluition
and reason have opened before their
guze new-ancient vistas ol Truth. Lib-
erating lhemselves from the tlirall-
dom of a sool-stupelying material-
ism, they are becoming allies of gen-
nine oecenlt stadems the world over,
We need them in our own work.

It is only a few weeks since (see
Life, Awgast 14,1914) Br. I, 8. Burr
and lis co-workers al Yale, alter
twelve years of measuring the elce-
tric currents generated in planis and
animals, wrote, in voicing their con-
clusions: “All living things exist sur-
rounded by an electric aura of their
own making. This aura, or electrody-
namie field, plays a considerahle part
in determining the size and shape
and behavior of every plant and ani-

mal, 1t is inflienced, moreover, by
alt the little understood |)h€'ll(]ll]f‘lla
of the universe, like cosmic rays and
sun-spols, This means that life on
earth is connected eleetrically to the
whole mysterious dynamic pattern of
the universe.” (ltalics ours.)

This conclusion sounds like many
a passage in H. P. Blavatsky's The
Secret Doctrine, or any other work of
genuine Cecultism, The quotation
uses the oecult lerm “anra.” it estuhb-
lishes a scientific Toundalion fur the
recognition of the actual existenre of
an astral patlern-body and of its i
rect relation to the structure and
growth of living things; it postulates
the existence of Illlle known rela-
tions belween casmic phenomena and
more familiar ones surronnding us
o all sides: it haldly states that the
paltern of the universe is a dynamie
one, which, 10 a student of Ocenlt.
isi., caunot mean anything else hut
that it is “motivated from within™;
it shows an electro-magnetic circuit
hetween  all .sc'f'mmgij; unrelated
umits in the Universe and links them
indissolubly together. The thauglit of
the Oneness of all Life emerges fram
these conclusions lnumphant. Ancient
Occullism is being vindicated once
niore,

It is prohable that few studenis
would expect to find corroborations
of Dcenltism in a magazine devoled
to Mechanics. Yet this is precisely
the case in a recent article by Don-
ald G. Cooley (Mechanix [lus-
trated, June, 1981) on whether “Cy.
cles Predict the Future” lis main
trend of thouglt is the relation De-
tween sun-spot-cyeles and husiness
trends, a subject in it=elf which
would have hardly found a place in
similar journals of some few years
ago. The conclusions are in the af-
firmative. The author says: “It is
only human to resent implications
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that we are not absolute masters of
our fates. The notion that cyeles, he-
yond our control, to some degree
control us, offends many. It is nat-
ural that we should ask why? and
how? From a realistic point of view,
liuman beings are mechanisms lor
the conversion of cosmic energy.
Your energy ullimately derives not
from the food you eat bt from solar
energies which make that food sup-
ply possible. If solar radiation runs
in cycles — as il markedly does —
we should expect human beings, like
massed receiving scts, 1o show eycli-
cal respouses.”

The author quotes, in closing,
these significant words of Edgar Law-
rence Swmilth, well-known student of
business cyeles: “Dan is apparently
not so greally dissocialed as he had
supposed frow all that enables him
o live. Hle is a member not zlone of
the human race, hut of that greater
association which includes every
Tarm of living thing, each member of
which, magnificent or microsecopic,
responds, il appears, in its own way
to the rising and sehting of the sun,
to the passing of the scasons, and to

those less obvious changes in e
quantity and content of selar rediant
activity which we are just heginning
to {earn how to observe and to mea-

sure.”

We feel in this the rise of a new
conception of Science. the hirth of a
spirit of reverence befare all Life. We
raise our eyes towards the starlit
sky and behold ils silent wonders.
Are these inyriads of stars but cos-
mis electrons moving in vhythmic se-
nuenve around gravilativnal centers?
Are these whirling nebule but cos-
mic atoms in the structure of Cosmic
Cells? The life of the wild daisy is
te same as the lile wlich pulsates in
the heart of the Sun. The dynamic
motion whicl actuates the tiny elee-
tron is the same as the motion which
sends nebule spiuning through the
spatial depths of infinitude. Worlds
within  worlds, hierarchies within
hievarchies. everything lives in comsc-
thing greater 1han itself, unfolds
within the encompassing tonscions-
ness of a great unit, reaches out. in
endless heconting, towards the ever
receding Unknown,

SAN DIEGQ THEOSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES
Theosephical Center, Fourth Avanus ond Olive Sireet
PUBLIC MEETINGS — SUNDAY AFTERNQONS ~ 3:00 O'CLOCK

Coardinator; Antheny Shore
November 5§ — “Shilting Gur Center of Consciousness.” George Slmpson, Auspices Qrean

Beach Lodge.
November 12 — “Work Out Your Own Salvation,” Iverson [arris of Covina Headyuarters.
Auspires Lodge No. 65,

November 19 — “Captoring o World with ldens.” Foster Grilliths, Auspices La Jolla
Lodpe,
Nuovember 26 — Pane! Diseussion: “Edecation for a Better Worll" Guest Spraker, .

Chatles . Faulk, Assistant 1 Superintendent of San Dicgo Svhools, and Mrs, Mary
Fay, F.T.S. Auspices of all loval ludges.

Codrdinator: Censtance Hostler
December 3 — *The Tourhstane of ‘Truth.” Harold Dempsier. Anspices Ladge No. 1.
Deceinber 10 — “The Weighing of the Uewrt,” Miss Judith Tyherg of Covina Headyuar-
ters, Auspires Lodge No, 065,
Decomber 17 — *The Giving of the Scll.” Dr. Lowis E, Van Normnn, Anspices La Mesa

Ludge,

December 24 — Special Christinas Progenm. Auspices alt lueal Lodpes.

Decenber 31 — Panel Discussion: “The Value of New Year's Hesolotione™ Guest Speaker,
Crowell D, Eddy, County Assessor, and Mrs. Mora Forbes, FII.S., Auvspices of all

Tocal Lodges.
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THE PRACTICAL SIDE OF THEOSOPHY

William Q. Judgs

{Reprinted from The Path, New York, Val, 11, November, 1888,
where the article is sipned hy the psewdonym of Harij)

It may seetn to those who have closely {ollowed the progress of the Theo.
sophical Society that enough has already heen wrilten, and that the ground
has been so thoroughly covered that further exposition is wunccessary. We
have had practical occultism, and theoretical oceultism, and, unler the name
of theosophy, commemtaries without number, Indeed, the ground has heen
very thoroughly gone over, so that one familiar with the publications already
issned need have no dilieulty in finding his way. Under the head of theo-
soply is comprised a philosophy of the origin, the nature, and e destiny of
all things. All things cannol be defined in a sentence, or adequately discussed
in o magazine article. The discussion of one principle hrings oul many olhers
bearing more or less dircelly on the one under considerativn, and so cont-
plexity leads clien to confusion and bewilderment, and especially is this the
case with beginners, while older students are not always exempt. Now it is
exceedingly desirable 1o get rid of conlusion and bewilderment. for these are
very discouraging and spoil the elliciency of the life and work of the studenl.
The removal of conlusion does pot depend on profound au:l extensive read-
ing, or on great learning in occult or theosophic subjects, but on a certain
conditian of the soul, Some have gone over the greater part of the literature
of occultism, and talk learnedly about innumerahle philosophies, only to be.
come hopelessly invalved as in the meshes of a net, having no “master’s
word,” no power to command, no light with which 1o see. They have bronghl
no cosmog ol of rhaos, The music of their sonls has no rhythm or harmony,
is built upen no theme, but is a eonfusion of sounds, a chiorus of incoirdinale
accult tom-toms. And why ? Because their knowledget 2 is superficial, merely
of the intellect; it has never entered into or Been drawn from their lives. L
is the very surlace of hings, the foam on the crest of the hillows hroken of
from the great throbhing sea beneath. 'Fliere have been theosaphists who have
canght hold of the essence, driven to the very centre alriost at a bound; jn-
tense, earnest nalures, hungering and thirsting for something they eduld nol
find, 1ikt at last il was found, “Ah yes, [ see!” they have exclaimed, “in order
1o get it, 1 muost re-Tlorm my life. Well 1 winr po er!™ And such transfurma.
tivns have occurred! With a seal wpon teir lips and a monilor in their
lLiearis, they have steadily worked their way inte a new world, They Tost at
once the relish for “sin’ and the lusts of life; and haw? Because they loved
something else more than these. And yet they were palient with the very
tkings they had come almost 1o loathe, working through them instead of run-
wing away from them, Yel kuowing that their progress depended on heir
atiaining true frecdom, they could even forego progress and the grealer goail
for the sake of duty and obligations jgnorantly and thounglilessly assumed.
The great renunciation is made up of little self-denials. At the very moment
the soul lets go of self, it finds the All. The truths of theosophy are solely for
thiose who wanl them, and for none olhers; and, he he rich or poor, ignorant
or learned, desire determines all and motive colors all. He who is drunk witl
the wine of thz world has no palate far the ambrosia of the gods, which to
him is like milk for babes. Very well; he is joined to his idols, let him alone.
A friend, a siraightforwurd, lionest man, once said to the writer, *I would
give anything for the assurance you seem lo passess of the fulure, and that
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all is well.” It was replied, “You do net want it.” “Yes, [ do, indeed 1 do.”
“Well, 1 will convince vou that you do net want it in the sense meant lo be
conveyed.” Now the friend was engaged to a beautiful girl, so this proposi.
tion was presented o him: “Suppose an angel were to appear at this moment
and say to you, ‘Choose one gift, and no more, and it shall jnstantly be yours,
wotld you choose the wisdem you say you desire, pr would yu choose to
have a certain yvoung lady pul-into your arms as yuur wile?” “Why, of
course,” he replied, “I'd 1ake the woman. 1 did not mean it in that way.” Not
only the dearest thing we have, but the dearest thing we covel, or that crea-
tion holds, must be the Truth. Now ne one will be able 1q reach the point of
so desiring the truth till he has learned the worthlessiiess of all eise. It is
worse than folly to drag him away from his idols; he will cherish them still
it secret, and offer them incense in the inner sanctunry of his soul. It is said
of the occwlt hierarchy that no one who knocks in the right way can ever be
denied. Who, indeed, can deny the master admission o Lis own house; and
who can enter the house of the strong man and spoil his goods unless the
strang man he frst bound hand snd fout; and, again, who can bind him but
his law{ul vassals who dwell in his house; and who can restyain these but
the master of the louse?

{)n the surface of Lhings there would seem to be a coutradiction in the
theosophic teaching. Selfl-denial, renunciation, and brotherhood on the one
side; and instruction for personal progress in practical vecultism on the
ather. If there seems 1o be a discrepaucy here, it is only on the surface, and
it disappears the moment one begina 1o work in earnest. There are, indeed,
mysteries to be unfolded in the progress of 1he individual, but they are in no
sense revelations [rom witheut, They are unloldings frem withiv, just as the
seed 1unfolds into the more perfect plant, just as the bud unfolds into the
more perfect Hower,

Very many members of the theosophical seciety are anxious only about
their own progress: they hang like barnacles on li:e theosaphic ship, “llow
will the T. 8. benefit me? What shall T gain? What have | gainced by joining
the T.5.?” You have gained an vpportanily to pull an oar or unfurl a sail;
and if you have worked with & will, you may be surprised onie of these days
to learn how much you have actually acquired of the art of navigation, What
would be thought of the merchant who, as often as he sold a shilling’s worth
of goads, closed his store, leaving his customers outside, while he took ac-
count of steck? By the time lie had ascertained that lall of lis shilling was
pure proft. he would also realize that his customers had departed, his oppor-
tunities liad vanished. and his remt and expenses had devoured his shillings
and led him into bankruptey, (0 ye of little Faith! Must ye have coid per cont
in search of truth, or else hide your Loxd's wovey in a uapkin aud bury it in
the earth?

Either we desire the truth, or we do not, and there is no deception about it
No man can deceive his own soul. If we desire the world, there is ne reason
why we should not seek in hat direction, for in such seeking lies our only
cure. Theosaply olfers absolutely nothing to him who still would buy and
sell and get gain. Has any one ever seen Madame Blavatzsky or Colonel Oleont
sitting in a corner gazing at the tips of their noses, or slu(iyiug a spol on the
wall? Has any one heard them express anxiety about their personnl progress?
Has any one kuown them to do anything but work, work, woni, sick or well,
night and day, spending their last dollar {or the cause. and begging. if not
with rice-bowl from door to door, yet with pen and heart and tongue and
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hrain for poor henighted, deluded humanity. How many thousands of miles
has Colonel {Hcott travelled over India? Here is Theosophy as practiced by
the founders of the T. S. Witness the picture of a poor sick waman, swollen
with dropsy, siliing sixteen hours a day coining her life into brave and neble
plans for the poor, the eppressed, the down-tredden; working with pen for
lier daily bread, and taking as lier reward contempt, misrepresentalion, slan-
der, and seorn! Heve is practical theosophy; nndd where is progress for these
two servants of servanls? They aught to be able to ride Lo the moon on a
broom-stick by this time, if they rate their services as we who lhave nibhled
al the edges and held out hands for “backsheesli”; and what wonld we not
give to be able to produce a really vecull plienomenon and disappear in a
cloud of glory! e who works for self is hut digging in the mud. thongh he
may imagine that Le is in search of the light. He who forgets self and works
for all is journeying toward the light, though he may seemn to make no prog-
ress. The light will glow within him, and net enty illumine lis own soul, hut
shed a radiance on all his surroundings.

*
EVERY MAN POTENTIALLY A THEOSOPHIST

Woene R. Bergsteim

Did it ever ocenr te you that all
mankind, that every individual mem.
ber of this vast bady, is polentiaily,
if not actually, what we call a Then-
sophist — that they conld not be oth-
erwise, even though they call their
churches by other names? From the
general interrogation to the particu-
lar individual, it is you and I; it is
the Tamily uext door aud up and
down Lhe street, in all the cities and
couniries of our globe, Perhaps this
may need a hit of explanation,

By the word Theosophist in its op-
erative or realistic sense, we mean a
certain basis of Tundamental under-
standing of physical and spiritual
relationship which is shared by all,
though colored and intlected by the
various emadional, environmenlal, so-
cial and enltural attwinments of each
individual, Stripped of these inflec-
tions, there is a Lasic unily, a com-
mon , denominator, a fundamental
norm idenlical in each of us,

The principal tlesis of the works
of 1. P. Blavaizky, the Founder of
the Theosophical Society, is that all
religions, no matler of what name,
have their common erigin in a hody
of Wisdom generated with the advent
of Man and preserved by those en-

trusted with its care. Throughout the
liistory of man, this body of Truth
lias appeared again and again through
the mouthpiece of greal Tearliers,
Krishna, Buddha, Christ, 1o name
but a few, each time inflected by the
period and capabililies of \hose who
recorded the teachings of these Mas.
ters, We are not 1o be misled at this
moment by doctrines, creeds and
dogmas which liave been incidentally
developed by institutions, churches
or societies which have grown and
proclaimed themselves the authori-
tarian administrator of these 1each-
ings, The fact remains clear, the
Truth existed before the 1eachers and
the subsequent institutions and it will
likewise survive them all.

What then are these truths which
make all men Theosophisis? First of
all, TFheosophy teaches “the funda-
mental identity of all Souls with (he
Universal Oversoul.” It is necessary
to envision that spark of Censcious-
ness resident within each of us as
Divine and as identical with that
Consciousness in each member of the
human race, though it may vary in
degree. The proper conceplion of this
Truth, this Great Reality, provides
the key o the door of every worthy
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temple dedicated to the worship of
thee Divine and provides likewise the
passport among all men as {ree par-
ticipants in the Divine Nature. Thus
it matters little what you call your
chittel — vou are hrothers equally
in hirlhrigful, and as such, poten-
tially Theosophists,

There is much more to be said on
this subject but space permits only
this: These remarks are intended as
introductory to the one to whom the
word “Thecsophy™ iz new and to
welcome ecorrespondence or personal
attendance at any of the group mect-
ings listed in this publication. Like-
wize, the editors are eager 1o offer
any assistance at Aheir dispesal 1o
thioge who may be interested in Theo-
sophy.

The foregoing is oflered for the
further rteason that it yprovides a
hasis of conversation with those nof
informed but interested in Theoso-
phy.

Let us remind ourselves of II. I
Blavatskys’ words:

“Whoever feels his heart Dbeat in

“unisen with the greal Veart of hu-

manity; whoever Teels his imerests
are oune with those of every heing
poorer and less fortunate than him-
sell: every man or woman whe is
ready 1o hold out a helping land to
the suffering . . . is 1 Theosoplist hy
birth and by right. lle ean always he
sure of finding sympathelic souls
among us. ...

“Though absolulely free to pursue
whatever intellectual occupalions
please him the best. each member of
our Svcicly must, however, Turnish
some renson for helonging thercto.
which amownts lo aaving that cach
member must hear his parl, small
thoush it e, of mental or ather labor
for 1he benefit of el). }f one does not
wark for others one has no right to
be called a Theosophist. Al mnst
strive for human [reedomn of thought,
far the elimination of sellish and see-
tarian superstitions, and for the dis-
covery of all the troths that are with-
in the comprebension of the human
mind.” (“I'lie New Cyele;” La Revue
Théosophique, 'ans, 1889.)

*

. “the eaming af Christ,” means the preseace of Cionstos in a regenerated world, nnd
not at alt the actual coming in body of *Chyrist™ Jesus: this Chirist is to be suught peither
in the wilderness nor “in the inuer chambers,” wor in the sapetunry ol any temple or
chisreh built by man: for Christ — 1he troe ssoteric SAvior — is no man, bt the Divixe
Prixcirer in every homan being, e wha strives to resurrect (e Spirit erneified in him
by his own terrestrial passions, and buried deep in the “sepudebier™ ol his sinlul fesh; he
who has the strength to voll back the store of matter from the door of his own fner
sanctuary, he has the risen Christ in him. The “Son of Man™ is oo child of the hawl-
wontan — flesh, hat verily of the lreeawoman —- Spirit, the child of mag's own deeds, aml
the Fruit of bis awn sgiritual labor. — . P, Wavasky, Lucifer (London}, Yol 1, Noven-
her, 1887, pp. 17374,

The Christmos tree, dotted with lights and Bright with tineel that reflects those lights
ared multiplies hem wanilodd, is an obd pre-Christian symbnl wsed by the people of Northe
ern Eurvpe at the time ol (he Winter Solstice: ol here iy the inney signilieance of it:

Have yan never heard of the World-Teee with ite ynots in the realms of spirit and
whose hranches are the great suns and systems of suns? This WorldFree hepan in the
heginning of this Cosntie. Age to bring Torth all the stellay hosts. Now the Winter Solstice
is the heginning of the rasmic New Year, and so these northern peaples, knowing some
of the ancient truths, celebrated this eoamic event with the Christimas wree. It symbiolizes
the World- Tree, and the lights are the suns that bestrew (he deepa of Space, hinting ta
us the message from 1he divinities who constuntly give us the light of leve, the light of
mind. the light of hope eternal. ., .

Fhe piving of gifis on the Clristmas tree was emblemalic of Uie sellalediention of the
goda so that the worlds might come into heing. “Here is wy gift. [ is born from mysctl”
— G, de Puracker, Wind of the Spivit, p, 21
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“6/te_odoplty Speaks

REINCARNATION

[eentinyed)

Tranteribed Radia Broodenst of Janvary 2, 1944,
over Stotion KMPC, Beverly Hills, California

Announcer: “Theosophy Speaks!”

"Llight for the Mind — Love for the Heart — Understanding for the Intellect”

Last Sunday,’in presenting the ficst of four discussions o REINCARNATION, “Thensophy
Spenks” brought ot that all men need maore than 70-0dd years 1y learn all thal Life has
1o offer and that we are given other oppoctunilies iv repeated births, We said that lile
means action— and since action eventually hrings fetigie, [leath is merely a sureease
from nction, or o necessary rest period between lives. Also, that we are horn again on
Earth beeause when we die we leave niany unfiniched duties and obligations, unlearned
lessons, unfulfilled relationships, and unsatistied longings. And sinee these ave enrergivs,
they magnetically rura, ws hack — to be worked out to eventuat cenclusions, We also said
thet everything that happens 1o us is a rest in the sebool of life, and that some peaple
learn faster, some hove more will power, same concenlrate more and &y harder than
others. So they pass on to the hipher grades of sell-mastery, while the slow or lazy ones —-
the indifferent ones — do their leszons over and over until they 1oo have learned them, In
other words, when we sre born again — or REINCARNATE — we pirk up Just where we Yelt
olf Lefore, and this arconms {or the seeming jnequalities in the lives of all of us, ‘Today.
we present ather aspects of REINCANNATION i a transeribed discussion. Chr seener Tlhree
friends are fust semtling themselves in hig, ramlortable Jounge chairs in a cozy den. As
they light their pipes, one of them says . . .

HAL: I've been & wreck all week
thinking of the poor drunkard whe
was lelt o die right in the middie of
our conversalion last weck!

BILL: Yes — it was in connection
with why we have good and bad
habits, wasn't it?

TOR: Yes. | believe I said somne-
thing 1o the eflect that the character,
talents, aplitudes and hahits we have
now were accuniulated during past
lives, There is no other way of ex-
plaining them. Nothing just happens,
you know,

HAL: But what were you going 1o
say about the drunkard?

TOM: What is true of the drunk-
ard is also true of the faulls, weak-
nesses or bad habits ALL of us have.
They dow’t begin with birth — and
they don’t end with death. Habits are

the results of the way we have lived

our lives, past and present, [t takes
TIME o develop habits — and it
lukes TIME Lo control, or eradicate
theri. This is the sequence: An act —

a habit — a character — a destiny.
HAL: That’s very important, Ton.
An act — a habit — a characler —

a destiny. We are a heedless lot

aren’t we?

TOM: We are.

BILL: But why are you making a
connection lLelween habits and retN-
CARNATION?

TOM: Lel’s put it this way. Frery-
one khows what a miracle the eye is.
Yet, we all take it for granted. DBut
have you ever stopped to ihink thai
it lias taken aecns of time for Lhe eye
to develop into its present slale? And
that il slill has unteld possibililies?
Well, the eye is one small part of
man’s complex makeup. Doubiless.
ciir ears, our brains and any or all
our vrgans, still have possibilities for
imprevement, Now, why should such
rrysical Lhings grow or improve
through the aesns of time, and a
man's sord he dented the =ame privi-
fege — the same oppeortunity ? Why
shoutd a man be allowed 10 improve
during jnst one short fife on this
earth? Why shouldn’t a man be given
as much time to evolve as an £YE ar
an EAR?

BILL: But the hwnan race has im-
proved — every generalion is super-
ior o the last!

TOM: I'm talking about individual
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evolution, nat just the evolution of
mass humanity, You see, EVOLUTION
means a BRINGING oUT of whal is
latent within. Theosophy states, as
have philosophers and  teachers
throngliout the ages, that evolution is
a MORAL, a SPIRITVAL PUOCESS, rather
than a physical one only. ill, let me
ask you, what use is a healthy, bean.
tiful body if it is used for evil pur-
poses? Physical perfection ist’t nec
essary for soul growth! Think liow
often it is lacking in moral and in-
tellectual geniuses. Aud think Low
many invalids and uvgly ducklings
liave given treasures ol inspiration
to Ve workd! No, T wouldn’t say that
physical evolution was paramount.

HAL: Tom, you certainly are con-
vincing me that 70-odd years is 1oo
short a time for a man completely to
express all the capabilities he feels
are wilhin him,

TOM: Let's take you for an ex-
ample . ..

HAL, (horrified}: Take me? You
cowldu’t pick a worse one!

TOM: Wounldn't you feel cheated,
resentfud, if you were suddenly re-
woved from this life — Ffrom 1his
crene of your ohligations and du.
ties Lo others, your mistakes and fail.
ures, vour loves and hales. your de.
sires and  capacities ~— while vou
were in the process of working them
oul. or developing them? Tell me.
what is the natural reaction to death
i most people?

HAL: As far as [ know it’s this:
Why must 1 die, when Uni only just
tearning to live?

TOM: That's exactly why .mast
people hate, or fear, death, It eaiches
them right when they're in the mid-
dle of working ont something im-
portant — important to them. What
was accomplished in this process of
life and death? Why do we have to
live only 1o die?

[IAL: It does sound illogical,
doesn’t it?

TON: Not only illogical, but eruel,

and terribly tastefnl, And Nawre
docsn’t waste, Now ahout our drunk-
ard, Should a sick soul like that he
damned forever hecause — well, De-
cause perhaps he wus bhorn into an
unhappy or serdid enviranment aod
tried 1o escape it \hrough alcohol?

BILL: Now you've come hack o
MY point! H's ExviRONMENT and
heredity that are most important!

TOM: They wre imponiant, Bill,
but there are many people who live
in unhappy. sordid  environmenls
and pon’T 1ake to drink, The weak-
ness or urge toward that escape was
wlrendy present in the man's makeup
or CHARACTER, from previous lives,
Now again he is coufronted with his
test — aml he again takes refuge in
aleohol. My point is this: lecause
the drunkard failed again in his test,
wiy should he be denied stifl an-
other chance 1o pass it? 1 think that
Nature is merciful, compassionale —-
and gives men \he chance amb 1he op-
poTlunily THROUGH REINCARNATION
to fight their batiles 10 a” winKING
finish.

BILE: But most people don’t want
1o he born again — even if il means
a winming finish.

TOM: That's becavse they're
afraid of their weaknesses and faults,
They know in their hearts that these
things make troubhle and unhappiness
for thiem. Bt ignorance and fear will
not make them exceplions (o Univer-
gal Laws, or Nature’s Laws, And he-
cause 1 helieve in Beincarnalion, I'm
sure that same day they will have the
courage to tnke the sand from their
eyes and look ol themselves honestly,
and say: [ am the captain of my soul,
the master of my fate.

NAL: Dot mow does believing
in Reincarnation help us live our
every-day lives?

TOM: By giving you a piieose,
For instance, {1al, if you are lere to-
day and gane tomorrow — never to
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be seen again -— never to contact
your loved ones again — your logi-
cal viewpoint is: “What's the use of
it all? Fhy lead a useful life? Why
try so hard againat such odds and
handicaps to be an example 1o oth.
ers? Why should a criminal reform?
Why help the unlortunales when it is
easier and more comfortable nov
to?" -

BILL: Because whatever nobhility
there is in our lives is passed on to
the next generation.

HAL: Why should we give a hoot
about those who follow us —if THEY
ToO end up in nothingness, as you
think we do?

TOM: Don’t you see, Bill. that
there is a morzl and ethical consid.
eration at stake? Bill, if instead of
thinking that when vou die that's the
end of you — Arnid, Hal, if instead of
thinking you go off 1o another place
—- call it another planet, or heaven,
or whatever you wish — if instead of
escaping forever [rom all that has
been your way of life on eanth — v
you helieved instead that you. vour
thoughls, actions, words. your char-
acter and vour way of life bad tleir
eflect in the huilding of civilizations,
and that you a1wavstake your proper
place in those civilizations through
the ages, wouldn't it put & new,
grander vALUE on everylhing you
do? Wouldnt you have a better un-
derstanding of the purpoze of life
and your place in the evelving Uni-
serse? And il you understood,
wouldn’t you react to your experi-
ences and problens more construc-
tively ?

BILL: Well, it would make a per-
son leel morally responsible — yes,

HAL: Tom,
self over!

TOM: Why uot? You have the
power o beller your reactions to all
your experiences — just as you lave
the power to study your lessons in
school in order 1o pass inte the next
highest grade. And think what it
would meen in your relations with

I want to make my-

1

other prople! Your family, your rel.
atives, your neighbors. vour husiness
assacigles, and your friends. You'd
look at them in a new light. They'd
cease to be just people around Yol
You'd realize they are all contril-
uting to the evolution of Mankind,
That they are contribuling in some
measire to YOUll evolition — to your
growth. Some are helping o teach
you patience and forbearance. same
love, some kindness and cenciders-
tion, some sympathy, some low to
conlrol your temper and emotions -~
end to others you owe duly and ob-
ligalion,

HAL: Thal reminds me of an old
Oriental sayinge. | think it wa=: “We
don’t MAKE friemds -— we RECOCNIZE
them.”

BILL: There's one thing hathering
me. If we've lived before. why don't
we remembher our past lives?

TOM: Yido't 1 explain before that
the brain is part of our physical hody
and that it disintegrates after death?

{IAL: Yes, you did.

TOM: Well, memory is. of conrse,
connected with tle hrain. Now, wlien
vou reincarnale you have a new brain
along with 2 new body. A new hrain
eould have uo memory of the past,

HAL: But I've heard of some peo-
ple who claim they vo remember.

TOM: Well, Hal, the rrrects of
our past lives do inliere in onv €1van-
ACTER. Your character is the Dest
memory you have of your past — he-
cavse it has been molded by veur
lessans, tests, experiences, thoughts
and so forth. Remember this. your
weaknesses ave the feilures .. . your
strengths are the victories -— of past
lives. In other words, right this mo-
menl, we are what we've made our-
selves,

HAL: I don’t like the picture.

BIiLL: Neither do 1.

TOM: 1 don’t either. Bur — once
you've used a measuring stick anil
discovered yourseil lacha you can
o something about it, can’t you?
You can decide right now, as yon
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said, Hal, to change yonrself for the

bener. Awnkening comes first — then
cealization — !ht.n initialive. And
then?

ITAL: Suecess, 1 hope,

TOM: There’s an important point

1 bhaven’t covered. Theasophy says
that in order to hecome a well-
rounded, {ully-evolved man, each
person  will  experience everything
that life on this planet has 1o offer.
And, furthermare, thai these experi-
ences will come 10 us as members of
all races.

HAL: Do you mean that I may not
helong 1o 1he white race in another
incarnation?

TOA: You may or may nol 1
mean that you've been. or will be
some lane, 8 member of every race
— and of every slralum of sociely
wilthin each race. Far the experience.

HAL: What an idea!

TOM: Now you can understand
how silly, useless. wasteful and
worthless such things as hates and
inlulerances are, We spemd precious
energy hating one another — and
yet we are all actually related. After

- all, every human being on the face
~of the globe, whether an intellectual

giant or an ahorigine, is an inlegral
part of the human race moving along

the evolwtionary stream. We are all

Cincluded

in the BROTUERUOQOD OF
sManN. Man cannot lree himself from

- the-Universe, hecause he is part of it

But, man is the ereator of his ewn
destiny in the Universe. And he cre-
ates this destiny by the way he lives
each hour of each day of each life he
lives.

JIAL: Tom, 1 understand that we
create our own problems, Lroubles,
fanfts and virtoes, Tt what I'd bike
1o know is, why do these dilfer
among men? Why aren’t my troun

bles like yours, and yours Tike
mine?
TOM: That’s what a Theasophist

calls KARMAN ot KARMA — Cause and
Fifect. But, say, I'm going to a lec
lure on that subject next week, Why
don’t you two jain me? You'll really
el a fot of yuestions answered. How
about it?

HAL: That’s a swell idea.

BILL: We'll he there.

WHAT IS LOVE?

T. B. Marrioh

At first glance this zeemns a trite
question hecause everyene “knows”
what love is; but il the question is
put seriously the answer comes: “li
is =" and then a sudden silence.
When the querent demands a logical
answer, so many phases or kinds of
so-called love come within the eon-
sciousness that it soon hecomes evi-
dent that love is one of the ahstract
or unknown nuantilies — excepl in
its lower aspects,

The subject is well worth ponder-
ing upoen. Il there are seven planes
uf consciousness and seven different
subplanes of each, it must lollow
that our acquaintance with love will
helong chiefly to that of the lowest
hecause all manifestations of our
present consciousness belong to that
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plane, We are faivly well acquainted
with most of love's lower aspects
and often speak of the higher or sn-
perior cues as if they were an ordi-
nary occurrence, but, except as lem-
porary exhibitions of their inflluence,
the higher ones de not relate dircetly
to human aclivity umlil some prog-
ress has been made by the individual
on lhe ascending arc of evalution.
1f we substitute the words and the
idea of “Good Will to AW’ *in place
of “love” we can get a beller concep-
tion of what it involves. Good will
is a positive quality, but can he -
personal, as in such inslances as
when a lly or a mosquito has to be
destroyed; there can he the recog-
nition that everything acts according
to its nature and tierefore our reac-
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tions can be made impersonal. Good
will, therelore, can be 4 constant pos-
itive radiation of a state of being,
and as the consciousness: funclions
on higher and higher planes, or sub-
planes, that radiation: will become
more penelrating and extensive. It is
in this latter aspect that the Scrip-
tures refer to “love,”
junctions as “Love one another,” “be
compassionate,” etc., must surely re-
fer to those higher phases which are
far beyond the human emotions,

It is a fascinating experiment o
try to hmagine love, in the ahove
sense, ih acltion upon the scale of
solar or galactic systems, for we can
trace its influence through all maui-
[estations down to the infinitessimal.

What, to us, appear as the results
or elfects of magnelic altractinons and
currents — often or generally caus-
ing a stimulation which produces
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and such in-.

glamor — are the logical and actual
reactions by our own related centers
in our complex mekeup, To call
these reactions when pleasurahbly
stimulated “love” is to have a very
limited percepiion of the functions
of cosmic forees, which are radiations
of lharmonious interpenetrating and
imerblending essences or fluids of
many kinds and from many sources.

With the above points in mind, it
iz possible to account for and under-
stand the numerous phases which oc
eur in or which are exhibited in par-
ticular individuals. We thus recag-
nize 1he complicalions in  buman
lives as the Karmic workings ol the
energies accumufated through ac-

tions in lormer existences. and thus

the wliole range of human relation.
ships and conduct takes on a pro.
found significance and comnes within
the realm of PRACTICAL IDEALISM,

DIVINE FORGIVENESS IN THE LIGHT OF THEOSOPHY

Fred €. Clemeshow

In some letters recently received
from inquirers, I find the Tollowing
from a correspondent:

“The basic weakness is that ortho-
dox Theosophy has no place for re-
demption, which 1 regard as ‘ahsorp-
tion of Karma.! The Christian doc-
trine of Divine Forgiveness is con-
spicucusly absent.”

The fact that anyone should have
got the impression Lhat Forgiveness
and Redemption are no part of Theo-

sophy is a sorry rellection upon our

manner of presenting the teachings.
It is in the nature of a rebuke for
these Theosophists who have, thus
lar, disdained to acquaint themselves
with the langnage of Christendom.

Without attempting here to deal
adequately with so impertant a sub-
ject, I neverthefess offer the follow-
ing thoughts. Repemrrion is the
Christian name for whal the Ancient
Wisdom calls the ascending arc of
any great cycle. Some Theosophical
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writers have wused the word Redemp.
tion in this regard (see the “Perfect
Way"). All things return to the
source {rom which they came, “bring-
ing their sheaves with them,” which
includes man. of course,

Individually, man, the evolving
human soul, is redeemed by his own
tiigher Self, his ianer Christos, who,
“for us men and our salvation came
dewn from heaven.” This is the De-
scent of the Manasaputras, in one
aspect,

Collectively men are Temples of
living Gods (as Jesus said). The
source of these living Cods is the
Divine, God Transeendent. We may
know this God Trauscendenl by
means of the God Ymmanent, thus
is it said, “No man comelh 1o the
Father save by me,” the Lord, the
Inner Christos, whe iz Savier ae-
veeMER and Mediator of and for the
growing haman soul, 17s cip, This
child {you, me and all of us) will
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reach a time when it may exclaim, “1
and my Father are one.™ Then it will
have rizen from among lhe as yet
spiritually dead and will ascend 1o
its source, to its Falher in Heaven;
having traveled bolli the descending
and ascending arc of the cycle, or
having experienced bhoth THE FaLL
AND THE REDEMPTION.

Now for roncivensss: The watch.
word given to us by G. de P. runs as
follows: “Love is the cement of the
Universe. Learn lo FORGIVE, learn to
love. Fach one of you is an incar.
mate God, Be it.” Herein we are en-
joined Lo forgive; ju other words, we
are reminded that we have the power
te Torgive and should excrcise it. We
are renminded that there is that in us
whose natere it is 1o forgive when
not inhibited by another and lower
part whose nature it is to scek ven-
geance, to relaliate,

Question: I it be granted that
theve is that in man whese ualare it
is to forgive, liow came he Lo possess
this unless it be inberent in natire
{for ohviously the part cannot pos-
sess anything that is noet in the

whole) ; from which we may deduce
that the power and will to IorFive is
drawn from the greal “arn” sur.
rounding vs; or in the simple lang:
uage of Christendom *“God forgives,”
in the scnse that it is unnatural and
nngod-like to seck vengeance, to re-
taliale, lo exercise power as a puui-
tive measure.

Let it be granted, then, “God for-
gives us our sins” (iu the sense al-
ready suggested ). Nevertheless, “God
is not mocked. for whalsoever a man
sowetly, that shafl he also reap.” The
problem is 1o reconcile these two
stalements. [t is not an issne between
Theosophy and Christianity at all,
though Theosophy may he ahle to
help clarify the isspe. 1 am only
gquoting something that 1 read in a
church magazine when 1 allirm Lhat
Christianity does not teach that man
can avoid the EfFFrcrs of his own
acts or thoughts, The Church, quite
properly, reminds the sulferer, for
his eomfort and encoitragement, that
it is not in the nature of the God.
licad to retaliate, to seek wvenpesnce
or 19 punish—WE PUNISH OURSELVES.

*

ing lHouse,

THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
Internailonal Headquwariers
The Headguarters of our Socicty is located at 1061 Siate Highway
{Garvey Avenue), near West Covina, Calif. It js also the center of
Theosaphical University and of our large Printing Plant and Publish-

The public is covdially invited to the Forum Lectures held in the

Temple an the Headeguarters grounds every Sunday at 3:00 P.M. Bus
service is via Pacific Klectric Motor Transit Lines; inquire for schedule.

‘Theosophical University conducts exlension courses in Los Angeles.
Throughont \he winter months, biss Judith Tyberg of 1he Headquar-
ters stafl will conduct a course in Sanskrit terms aml grammar. [1 is o
be hield on the first Friday of every mouth, at 2:00 P.AL and again at
7:00 AL On the second Friday of the month, at 2:00 P.AL, Miss Flor-
ence Collisson will conduet a course in Comparative Religion, Call up
FE-5914 or EX-5520 for informaticon regarding the place of meetings
‘ and other parliculars,
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THOUGHTS BY THE WAYSIDE

Two thousand Allied bombers drop
hundreds of tons of laming death on
German cities. The four great powers
meet at Dumbarion OQaks to agree on
means for maintaining peace in the
world. Eight thousand Japanese ex-
terminated on Pelieliu lsland. Thou-
sands of tons of food supplies and
clothing distributed 10 the war in.
digent in Italy, France and Greece.

Those, and similar contrasting
newspaper headlines, run through
the mind, as wending a somewhat
weary way [rom Lhe great city, the
peace anci quiet of the wayside is
gratefully received. What does it all
mean? This destroying with one hand
and constructing and lelping with
the ather.

The answer to all problems can be
found by a communing with Nature,
as long as we do not qualify it by
placing that word 1uMan hefore it.
Nature requires a rather close obser-
vation at times. So it is that we can
note that all growth, whether vege-
1ahle or animal, all evolution or
change of form, seems to be con-
trolled by (wo great laws. {ne is
Voluntary Action and the other is
Compulsion,

It does not seem to matter much
which law is allowed to hold its
sway, the resulls seem to be the same.
However, we note that the law of
Compulsion is generally accompa-
nied by sullerings, while that of Vol.
untary Action always scems to be a
joyous alfair.

Another thing to he noted is that
whenever Voluntary Aection is
spurned, the very eflects of such
gpurning is what produces the mani.
festations of Compulsion, An entily
pariakes of too much feod, repudiat-
ing self-control, voluniarily exer.
cised. Such nausea is produced that
COMPULSION causes abstinence, umntil
balanee is once more restored. There-
fore, the Law of Compulsion is not
enforced by exierior Fforces, Dbut
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merely produced by the throwing
aside of the Divine Law of Volun-
tary Action.

In Nature, if it be studied with the
Seeing Eve, it will be found that the
Mineral . Kingdom is ruled by the
Law .of Compulsion alone. In the
Vegetable Kingdem, Voluntary Ac.
tion makes its appearance, but faintly.
Many botanical species have ap-
preared and disappeared on account
of it. but the Vegetable Kingdam, as
a whole, has wonderfully prog-
ressed, since lhe days of the primi-
tive fungi and gigantic tree ferns.

In the Animal Kingdom, Vol.
untary Aclion becomes more percep-
tible, as locemotion, the ability to
change position, has emtered the life
picture. Pity the poer plant. over-
shadowed by the growing tree: it
cannol move over inlo the sunshine,
hut has to make the best of i, Partly
by Volumary Action, partly by Com-
pulsion, many a plant has grown into
& tree that has overshadowed the tree
that almost snufled it out of exisl-
ence. Sometimes, it is itself snufled
out of existence. in the Human King-
dom, having locomotion, as well as
self-conscious mind, the Law of Vol-
unlary action becomes supreme, the
Law of Compulsion only larks in the
shadows of man’s ereation, ready
with its whip-lash to drive him on-
ward and upward, if he will not
move on his own intiative.

Now read again the first para-
grapl, and see if you can reconcile
the conflicting actions, in the light
of the Law of Comjpulsion, acling
through the man-made destruction,
compelling man to do what he should
have done voluntarily.

Monar: Man advances, willy-nilly.
With joy in his heart, voluntarily. or
under the whip-lash of the Luw of
Computsion.

And that’s just simple Turosormy.

The Fayfarer.
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"OUR IMMEDIATE OPPORTUNITY

Boris de Zirkoff

‘We are all actors in a greal World-
Drama-——the birth of a New Age.

In this universal upheaval none
can stand alone.

Everyone of ns, great or small,
young or old, has a responsibilit- 1o
his fellow-men. The World of To-
morrow is being moulded in the
thinking of the people of Today.
When we help others to raize and
ennoble their thouglis, we become
co-workers with Nature in building
the New World. And let us bear
this clearly in our minds: the shape
of coming events depends to a very
considerailc extent upon the number
of people whose minds and learts
may have been touched with the soul-
healing teachings of Theosophy —
the Divine Wimf‘um of the ages.

In the vision of the Grear Ones wiho
were the actual founders of the mad.
ern Theosophical Movement, and are
still inspiring those portions of it
which have kept true to the original
message, the evemts of the present
era have heen forescen. Their mouth-
riece and messenger, H. P, Blavatsky,
Ilﬂ(l a sure and definite knowledge of
what was to come, and the Theoso-
phical Society, as originally con-
ceived and launched, was intended
as a bulwark to stem the rising tide
of materialism; as a spiritual and
philosaphical foundation upon which
to find a sure fonling against the
poisonous gusts of insane psychism;
as a catalyltic agent to insure the
alchemical transmutation of spiritual
re-birth; and as the fountain-head of
ethical and religio-philasophical
teachings simple and practical enough
to be undersiood iy the masses and
apilied to their own salvation, in the
midst of a general intellectual and
moral couflusion and the [all of
Ideals,

Facing a world in which lawless-
ness, rapine, violence, cruelty, deceit,

brutal selfishness, legalized murder,
and the rest of the lellish brood are
rammpant everywhere, cloaked only
toe often in high-sounding words hid-
ing behind their spurious facade the
dry rot of moral sepulchers; meeting
every day men and women whose
souls are yearning for a ray of some
redeeming light, a glimpse of some
greater vision wherein hope for sur-
cease of sorrow may be enshrined;
witnessing everywhere the departure
of noble ideals, the vanishing of
aspirations, the going ovut of light
after light in a sea of moral turpitude
and spiriteal degeneration — let us
ask ourselves, stidents of Theosophy,
as we claim to be, to what extent dn
we imbeody in our lives the great

_noble truths imparted to us; to what

extent are we cognizant of the trust
placed in our hands, and faithful to
the injunctions of H. P. Blavatsky
as to the duties and objectives laid
down for Theosophists in their daily
work, Are we doing anything out-
standing in these outstanding days?
Are we engaged in an all-out eflort
for the Spirit, when so many of us
are geing all-out in an eflort to de-
stroy ? Have we mobilized our spirit-
ual, intellectual and moral resources
to try and ecounteract at least within
our own full capacity the systemaiic
mobilization of the powers of dark-
ness. whose organized minority may
well spell the daom of a disorzanized
majority, drunken on its own fancied
power, resling even yel upon the
allezed laurels of a tottering secur-
ity?  The question that we might
well ask of ourselves is: Were Tl 1.
lavatsky with us today, what would
she do now?

Profound intellectual study of The-
osophy is a sine gua non of all genn-
ine Theosephical work. However. it
can be of true value only to the ex-
tent to which it is applied to daily
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life and made practical for the up-
lifument of those who are strueggling
for Light. Devoid of immediate ap-
lication to daily life, it becomes pesi-
tively dangeroua and productive of
added selfishness, Self.centered study
of abstract melaphysics and personal
pursuit of one's own spiritual ag-
srandizement can never be justified,
least of all todav. We must remem-
ber the words of the Teachers: ¥, ..
the chiel object of the T. 8. is not
=0 much to gratify individual aspira-
tions a= to serve our lellow.men .. 7
{ The Mahatma Letters, pp. 7-8).

The only teaching which can an.
swer the perplexing problems of to-
day and give men and wamen the key
ta life's riddles. is Theosophy. Peo-
ple are looking everywhere for jire-
cisely that which Thessophy contains,
And vel. somehow or other, Theoso-
phy in many quarters doer not be.
come the power that it enght o he,
aned does not wicld Mhe inlluence
whiclt it can and must. Why is this
=0? Mav it nol be due to the [ael
that students of Theosophy have not
been  able. generally  speaking. o
refate their wondetlful teachings to
the immediate prohlems of the great
masses of peeple. and al=o to the fact
that. instead of simplyinz their teach-
inres. they unwiltingly place them on
a shell of abstraction where they
mean but Hitle or nothing to most
men?

H. . Blavarsky places herself rigli
down on the main floor, as it were,
when zhe says:

“otrve evalotion teaches us that by
altering the surroundings of the organism
we ean alter and improve the organism:
anedd in the strictest sense this is true with
regard tn nan, Frery ‘Iieozophist, there-
fore. is hound ta dn his utmost to help on,
by sl the means in lis power, every wise
and well-ronsidered social effnrt which has
far ita ohjeet the amelioration of the con-
ditiun of the puor. Such efflorts should he
made with a view to their nltimate social
emancipation, or the development of the

sense of duty in these wha now so olien
neglect it in wearly every relation of lile,"

* e Thensopdist hns the right to this
name, unless he is thoronphly imbued with
the rorrectness of Carlyle’s trajsm: “Fhe
ensh of man is an ection and not n thonghe,
theugh it were the noblest’ —and unless
b sets oud models his duily life upon this
truth.”

“...the main, [un-lqmcnlnl objecl of the
Sneiety is to sow perms in the hearte ol
men, which may in time sprout, and snder
minre propicions ciregmstanees lead to
Lealthy seforn, eomilueive of more happi-
wess to the wasses e they have hitherto
enjoyeill,”

—The Key to Theasnphy,
P 235,230,255,

A splendid advice to fallow. It is
emiply eogitation, mastly of a theo-
logical type, plus theeretical seien-
tihe eapderings, devoid of ethical
backzrowul, which have prepared for
ceitluries the ground for the present
canilict of ideas, W is practical, tang-
ible realism ahoat life and Nature,
coupled with and inspired by the loft.
iest objective 1dealism, which alone
can provide & sufe lonndation for
the structure of the New Age. Aud
nbjeetive ldeulism is Theosophy of
the highest type.

The modern Theasophical Move-
wient faces loday its zolden oppor-
tunity. Times of plenty dull human
minds. Times of stress and sorrow
sharpen those minds through pain
amd awaken a yearning for spiritual
realitics, Students of Thessophy liold
wilhin their grasp keys which cun
solve people’s problems. Theirs is
the philesonhy of life which, if un-
derstood, can ilknmine all life aud
reslore peace and good-will among
men, Will they make that remedy
available for all? Will they desist
{rom the technical jargon of the lab-
oratory and tell the seekers the simple
truths whicl their hearts arve yearning
for? Will they come down from tle
Olymian heighis and walk as mere
men in the market. nlaces of the
earth? It isthere that the urgent need
is to be found. That need is Now.
Towmorrow it may be too late,

o w o e s e mmmmomom o
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THE ESOTERICISM OF CHRISTIAN DOGMA
H. P. Blavanky
{Excerpis from the famous controversy with the Abbé Roca, which

appeared in the French ocemdt journal Le Lotus in 188788, Trans-
lnied from the original French by Dr, Charles . Byan,)

v+« L said that the New Testament was but a Weslern allegory founded upon
the universal Mysteries of which the first historical traces, iy Fgypt alone, go
back at least to 6,000 years hefore the Christian era. 1 am particular about
proving it,

This allegory is that of the Cycle of Initiation. a new version of the mys-
teries, al the same time psychical and astronomical. Subeism and Heliolutry
are therein intimately bound to that other mystery, the Incarnation of the
Word or the descent of the Divine Fiet into the human race, symbolized in
the story of Elolim-Jehovah and the Adam of clay. lHence, psychology and
astrolatry (from which astrenomy) cannot be separated therein,

These same fundamental mysteries are found in the sacred texts of every
nalion, of every people, from the beginning of the conscious life of humanity;
but when one tegend based npon these mysieries attempts to arrogate exclusive
rights above all the rest; when it erects itself inte an infallilble dagma 10
force the popular laith into a belief in the dead letter to the detriment of the
true metaphysical meaning, such a legend must be denounced, the veil
plucked away, and iizelf displayed in its nudity belore the world!

So, then, it is useless Io speak of the esoteric identity of universal beliefs

amntil one has thoroughly studied and understood the true esoteric sense of

these Wwe original terms: Chrestos and Christos: two poles as oppoesed in
their significance as night and day; sullering and humilily, joy and glarifica-
lien, ete. The true Chiristians died with the last of the Gnoestics, and the Chris-
tians of our day are nothing but the uswrpers of a name they no longer
understand . . .. _

Western Theosophists accept the Christos as the Guostics of the venluries
which preceded Chrisiianity did, as the Vedantins do with their Krishna:
they separale the corporeal man from the divine Principle which, in the
case of e Avalers, animates him. Their Krishua, the historical hero, is
mortal, hut the divine Principle {Vishnu) which animates him. is immontal
and eternal; Krishno—the man and his name-—remains terrestrial at his

death, he does not become Vishnu; Vishnu only absorbs that part of himself

that had animated the Avatar, as it animates so many others.

... I repudiate the intention of wounding in the least those whe helieve in
Jesus, the carnalized Christ, but [ feel mysell compelled to emphasize our
own beliel while explaining it, because the Abhé Roca wishes 10 identify it
with that of the Roman Church; never can these two beliels be united, unless
the Catholicism of the Latin Chorch returns to its earliest renets, those of the
Gnostics. llecauze the Church of Kome was Gnostie—ijust as much as the
Marcionites—until the beginning and even till the middle of the second cen-
tury; Marcion, the famous Gnostie. did not separate from it till the year 136,
and Tatian teft it still later. Why did they leave it? Because they had became
heretics, the Church pretends; but the history of the cults contributed by
esoteric manuscripts gives us an enlirely dillerent version. These famous
Gnostics, they tell us, separaled themselves from the Church because they
could not agree to accept a Christ made flesh, and it is in this way that the
process of carnalizing the Christ-prineiple began; it was then also that the
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metaphysical allegory experienced its first translormation-—that allegory
wltich was the fundamental doctrive of all the Guostic fraternilies {*}.

. ... So, then, the time is still far distant when “all the people of the universe
will form one single flock under one single shepherd”; hefore thal arrives
human nature will have to be completely modifiesd: we must lirst reach the
Seventh Race, nccordina 1o the prophicey of the look of Dayan, because it is
then that the “Christos”—designated -by lis various names, also by these of
the Gnostie “hereties”—will reign in the soul of everyone, in the soul of all
those who shall have accepted tﬁzle Chrest Trom the first ($}, — [ do not say
simply those who will liave become Christians, which is guite another thing.
For. let us proclaim it once for all, the word Christ, which means the glorified,
the triumphant. and also “onoinled” (from the word efirfo, to anneint) can-
not he applied to Jesus.  Even according to the Gospels, fesus was never
anointed, either as High Priest, as King or as Prophet. “As a mortal,” re-
marks Nork, “he was annointed only once, by a woman, and not hecause he
offered himself as king or High Priest, but. as he said himself, for his burial”
Jesus was a Chrestos: chrestos o kurios (the Lurd is good) as St Peter said
(Ist £pistle ii,3) whether he actually lved during the Chiristian era or a cen-
tury earlier, in the reign of Alexander Jannaeus and his wife Salome, at Lud,
as the Sepher Toledoth Jehoshuea indicates (§).

And there were other ascetics in the condition of the Chrestos, even in hig
time: all those who. entering into the arduous path of asceticism, traveled
on the road which leads to the Christos, — the Divine Light — all those were
in the Chrestos state, asceties helonging to the oracular temples. .. All that
entered into the cycle ol initiation; anyene who wanis to be convinced of it
has merely lo investigate. No “sacrificial vietim” could be wnited to Christ
triumphant before passing through that preliminary stage of the sulfering
Chrest who was put to death, '

i*) The Gnostrics were actually divided into varions (rateritics, such as:
Fesenes, Therapents, Nazarenes or Nazars ({rom which Jesus of Nazareth);
“James." the Lord’s brother, head of the Church o Jerusalem, was a Guostic
to the backbone, an ascelic of the old Biblical type, i, a Nazar dedicated
to ascelicism from his birth. The razor had never touched lis hiead or heard.
He was such a one as Jesus is represented in legends or pictures and such
as are all the “Brother-Adepls” of every country; from the yogi-Takir of
India to the grealest Mahatina of the Intiates of the Himalayas.

(t) A word which is wneither ‘the Krest {cross) ol the Slavs, nor the
“Christ” erucified of the Latins. The Ray made manifest [rom that center of
life which is hidden [rom the eyes of humanity for and in Etermity, the
Christos, crucilied as a body of Hesh and bones!!! '

(§) Having mentioned to Madame Blavatsky that, according to eerlain
scholars, this assertion is erroneous, she answered as follows: *I say that
the scholars are lying or tatking nonsense. Our Masters allirm it, If the story
of Jehoshua or Jesus Ben Pandira is false then the whole Tabinud, the whole
Jewish Canon is false. It was the disciple of Jeloshua Ben Parachia, the
filth President of the Saunhedrin aflter Ezra, who re-wrote the Bible, Com-
promised in the revolt of the Pharisees against Jannaeus in 105 B.C, he fled
into Egypl carrying the young Jesus with him. Far truer is this account
then that of the New Testament of which history says not a word.” :
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Astronomically, it was the death of the Sun (*), but death the precursor
of the New Sun (1}, death engendering life in the bosom of darkness,

Psychologically, it was the death of the senses and the Hesh, the resur-
rection of the spiritual Ege, the Christos in each one of us. .
v++. The Christos which Theoesophists . . , acknowledge, ever since the secula
secalorum, is the Spiritnal Ego, glorious and triumphant over the flesh ...
Once united 10 his Atma-Christos, the Ego, by that very act, toses the great
illusion called ego-ism, and perceives at last the fullness of trath; that Ego
knows that it has never lived outside the great All, and that it is inseparablv
{rom it, Such is Nirvana, which, for i, is only the return lo its primitive
condition or state. Imprisoned in its oubliette [underground celt where the
prisoner was forgotten] of flesh and matter, it has lost even the conception
or memory of that condition, but once the light of Spirit has revealed 1o it
the illusion of the senses, it places no more trust in earthly things. for il has
learned to scorn them; now is the Son united to the Father; thenceforih
the soul is one with Spirit! — and when a man has reached this point in the
Gnosis, or Theosophy, what has he then to do with the dogmas of any Church

whatever?
*

REFLECTIONS ON UNIVERSAL TRADITION

Wi, W. Stavens

(The Editors have sought and chtained permission to publish the follow-
ing excerpts from a private letter written by Wm, W, Stevens, a high
Mason anmit 8 Fellow of the Theosophics] Suciety, 1o one of his friends,
We feel that these excerpts will he of genuine interest 1o all of aur

readers. )
. . Ahout 1905, 1 read a mono-
graph from the Congressional Li-
brury on the removal of the ohelisk
{rom Alexandria to Central Park, N.
Y. It was written by the Navy ollicer,
not a Mason, in charge of the expeili.
tion, the special operation of opening
the ship’s bow on one side for the
loading of the huge monolith. ete.
My main interest was in the ohjects
found buried in the base. The obelisk
tuken to London had [allen, centuries
aga, and ils hase had been looted and
its stonework had been carried away,
no doubt for building. But the one
allocated 1o the U. S. was still stand-
ing on a hase of three steps where it
had steod since before the birth of
Christ, when it had, with its mate,
been removed there from hefore the

gate ol the temple of the Sun at Heli-
opolis, where there is reason to be-
lieve that Moses, a high caste Fayp-
tian, and not a Hebrew, wenl to
school, The contents of the hase must,
therefore, have heen there since the
obelisk was last there erecied, over
two thousand years ago.

In this base were found, after the
remaval of the shaft, a cube of rough
stone, which had been 1ooled 1o in-
crease lhe roughness of its natural
fracture, a cuhe of while stone per-
fectly squared and finished smooth.
a stone square formed along two
edzes of a llat slab by cutting the
slab down so as to leave the square
raised a couple of inches. the longer

- side of the square marked in twenly

four divisions, a trowel attached to

{(*) Upon the cross of the autumnal equinox, the point where the ecliptic
crosses the equator, and where lhe sun descends inta that last circle, announe-

ing winter, death.

{t} Christmas, when the sun reascends towards the Equator after having
passed the Winter Solstice, announcing Spring, the renewal, Easter.
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the depressed surface by bedding in
cement, & plumb bob and other ob-
jects of similar import which I do
not now remember. You will recog-
nize the counlerparts of the objects
referred to in the Blue Lodge ritual.
Obvionsly these artifacts had been
buried there as we place abjects in a
eornerstone, and had some symholic
meaning. The monograph did not try
to explain, nor did it state any =spe-
cial significance, it merely described
the arlicles meticulovsly, with ilJus-
trations,

Since then 1 have lelieved that
thi= was proofl of the existence of
some continucus thread of teachivg
which has come down to us in the
form that we call Masonry and that
such teaching wmay have been ancient
when the obelisk was set in place
upon these symbols. | have also read
some of the numerous works on the
great pyramid whicl seem to indicate
that it was {ar from being merely a
king's mausoleam, hut o basis for
measures, a place of injtiation and a
symbol of the ulmost religious sig-
nificance,

T . ... himself had told me some-
thineg of that, for example, that the
Washington monumemt had a direet
reference to the great pyramid, in
that its pyramidal top was of the
same shape and genera) height of,
and represented the fez point or cap-
stone of the great pyramid. which is
alsn shown on the reverse of the greal
seal of the U. 8. which vou will find
on the back of any doliar hill. These
thines do not come by chance but are
atdered hy men of wisdom whe know
the significance of symbols and use
themn as Masonrv does, as a =ont of
esateric shorthand. as a reminder to
others who are able 10 undersiand the
meanings undetlyving the symbols,

From these and similar observa-
tions 1 became convinced that there is
a traditien or lhread of human
thought which has come dowu {rom
ages so remole ag 1o make 1he Roman
empire and the Christian era a matter

of yesterday in the Tull light of lis.
tory, as they would he if it had not
heen for the burniug of the great
library of Alexandria, and the patient
zeal of the iconoclasts of the early
Christian eliureh who destroyed sys.
tematically everything they could
find that antedaled Christianity and
showed any of the symbola it had ap-
proprialed [rom earlier beliefs.

Then I read up on the history of
the lost continent of Atlastis. of
which Plato’s story gives us the final
chapters, from which 1 went on lo
the history of Lemuria, the lost con.
tinent of the Pacific, of which New
Zealand, Australin and al) of the
Pacific islands are the present re-
maing, From Easter lsland (o the
pre-Tnca megalithic masonry, from
the Mexicau pyramids to the Druid
dolmens, all through the long story
run traces of this same symfmlism,
all over the carth, innutmerable ex-
amples. There is cenainly a tradi-
ton that is so ancient it far owtdates
the minimam peried aseribed Lo the
greal pymmid on  astronomical
arounds,

The preat Mystery Schools in all
the early civilizalions, of which the
Greck and Egyptian are best known
to us, were not merely the oracles of
soothsayvers as onr school books led
us to believe, but were the universities
of their time to which every well hom
man went for as much ilhimination
as he was ahle ta alisorh. These apain
had the esoteric thread. The mythol-
ney of Greece was no fantastic lairy
tale but was Uie exoteric leaching
given lo the common people who
were not able to comprehend the
high meaning ol the teachings of
which the mvths were a parable,

And, in Theosophy, that is in its
literature, 1 have found the explana-
tion that ties the whele together,
without asking for any blind faith or
advancing any creed or dogma, anly
that oune accept what one’s own inlel-
ligence acknowledges is established
Dy reason.

- e o W o e e
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“Oheosophy Speaks

REINCARNATION

{eontinued)

Transeribed Rodle Breadenst of Janvary 9, 1944
over Station KMPC, Baverly Hills, Cafifarnin.

Announcer: “Theosaphy Speaks!™ &
“Light for the Mind — Love for the Heart — Understanding for the lntellect”

Last Sunday, in presenting the second of four discissions on “REINCARNATION,” “Theozsophy
Spenrks® stated that it is inconsistent to suppose Map is given just one short liletime i
which to perfect himsell, The evelution of our physical, mental. etnotional and spiritual
natures takes acons of time, When we die we leave many unfinished duties, unfearnel
lessong, unsatisfied longings and frustrations, Lecanse we have heen unahle or unwilling
to learn the nerded lessons from our many and varied experiences —and =0 are mercifutly
given other chanees in repeated lives on earth. Fgnorance or fear o not make ws exceptions
to the orderly working out of Mature’s Laws. We mentivned that we zow goed anil bad
sceds through our thouglts, words, actions, and reactions 10 the events of onr lives —
and it is only logiesl that we should return to the scene of the sowing, whivh is on Earth,
to harvest the crop. It was snidd too that we take our rightful place in civilization= through
the Ages, acconling 10 metit — merit not necessarily meaning wealth amd position. A
garduer or shopkeeper may e more highly evolved than the leader of a uatinn, COur
environments are in keeping with the lessons we need to learn in any particular life, We
also braught out that while we da not remembec aur past lives, the resunrs of these lives
are p[ninﬁ' written in our cunarscter. OQur weaknesses are the failures, our strenpgths are
the victories of past efflort in other lives. Ard when we are horn again ~~ ot REINCARNAIE

—we pick up where we left off helore, Today, we cunlinne this transeribed theme with
three Iriends who have heen walking ltome frem a public lecture. ...

Sound: Door eloses—steps, voices
approaching., Quver this, men's toices
say:

TOM: By Jove, it's nippy outside,
jsn’t it?

BILL: That hrisk walk was just
what we nceded,

HAL: Oh boy, does that hre look
goad!

{ Pause)

TOM: Well, liere we are again,
lellows!

BILL: Yes. Do you realize this is
the twelftl successive Sunday we've
spent logether, chasing that will-o'.
the-wisp called Fruth?

HAL: Well, | certainly have
learned a lot about myself and the
Universe, I never knew bhefore —
thanks to good old Tom here.
~ TOM: Thanks to THEOSOPHY, you
mean. You have learned a lot, boys,
but there must be some questions
churning arvound in your minds —
or pieces of the jigzaw puzzle miss-
ing, so to speak. Sure you have a
clear picture of Reincarnation, for
instance?

BILL: T don't want to be a skeptic,
Tom, but I still find it hard 10 be-

'

lieve that there is more than one
life on Earth—the life we're living
now.

HAL: Then you still believe, Bifl.
that all of your hundreds of ancestors
have slowly added to what you eall
“tmprovement” in your charaeter.
vour moral values and higher stan-
dards ol living? Something like
bricks that are laid on ene an-
other 1o build a tower—and that vou
are one of these bricks, and you hefp
support a still better and higher
tower after you pass on? Is that
right?

BILL: Yes, that’s ahout the wayv 1
feel. 1 want 10 do my best by my
family, friends, and the world; |
want to be a good, dependuhte brick.
But ...

TOB : But you are willing (o aceept
prool, to satisfy your logical mind.
that you actually have lived many
times on Earth and that the reazon
you are a good brick now is because
in the past you learned through ex-
perience how to become a good. de-
pendalile brick.

BILL: That's what T want-—proof!

TOM: Okay, Bill. You're a square-
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shooter . . . everyone who knows you
says s0. You go aboul your tasks,
living a life of high standards. You've
built what the world calls a good
clharacter——you have the love and es-
teem of your family. wity have you
taken the prains and trouble 1o build
this kind of a character and way of
life?

HAL: Well, I think that’s about
the way most of us feel—or should.

TOM: Of course it is. But let's
do a little reviewing. DBill wants
10 he satisflied about Reincarnation.
Now, Bitl just said he likes himsell
hetter when he tries to be decent,
And 1 want to ask him which sell
he refers to when he says—myself?

BILL: Well, Tom, I suppose 1|
mean my Detler Self-—the thing 1
live with that seems to want me 1o do
right as I see it

TOM: That's your conscience, Bill
—and the Conscience is the Voice of
the Spirit. You remember what the
lecturer said so many times today
that the higlier, more spiritual parts
of us never die. There's your answer
1o Reincarnation. When a man dies,
all that is physical or material dis-
integrates. But the higher, more spirit-
ual parts ol us, never die—hut go
inlo a period of rest—withdrawn lor
a lme from active life. There is
nothing mysterious in all this. We
see it in the way Nature works all
about us. Vegelalion sleeps in the
winter and awakens in the spring;
we sleep during the night and wake
in the morning to a new day. Death
is but a longer, more complete sleep
—aflter which we awaken o a new
life, hringing with us the character
we have made for ourselves, Doesn't
that sound logical ?

INAL: Tam, 1o me that conception
of what life is all abonl is beautiful
and satisfying. So many of us today
wander if there is any plan or pur.
pose to life, or are we just dust—here
loday and gone lomorrow. '

TOM: I came across something
J. B. Priestley wrole that might be

10

enlightening. He said, “There is in
me, as ihere is in everybedy, some-
thing that a few years of this life
caniot nossibly satisfy, and this
‘something’ is easily the most im.
portant part of me. And il I thought
there was nothing in this Universe
that could respond to my inner needs
—ihat all this was silly illusion-—I
would consider it a crime 1o have
helped bring children into the world,
would see in every hirth, the begin-
ning of anolher hopeless tragedy.”

BILL: Sounds like a Theosophist
—is he?

TOM: No, Priestley is not a The-
osupohist. But logical truths appeal
to all thinking men, But, as 1 was
saying, the Spiritual part of us never
dies, but keeps caming back inle
life on Earth until we have niastered
all of Lile’s lessons, We ean’t “see”
it—Dbut it's what keeps telling you to
be a—good brick.

HAL: Excuse me, Tom—!'ve got a
thonght ... There's a constant duel
going on between our lligher and
Lower Selves. That’s why we have
nroblems and experiences, life afier
life ... until our Better Self wins the
duel and its vietory is reflected in our
characters and all our everyday ac-
tions. And that’s the difference be-
tween what is called a “good” man
and a “bad” one.

BILL: That reminds me — there's
something else puzzling me. Why o
you say wman has a “seven-fold na-
ture”? 1 thought man was three-fold;
Spirit, Mind and Dody,

TOM: Well, you know that man
isn't just the body of flesh that you
see. Let’s call this body his Larth
Garmenl. Second comes the model-
body, like the blueprint made hefore
& house is Dbuilt; this is astral—or
of more ethereal stufl than his flesh,
blood and bomes. Third, we speak
sometimes of a man as a *hundle of
energy.” This is life-force, or that
which makes your heart beat and your
lungs function when you are fast
asleep. Fourth, you have often heard
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‘bundle of emotions.”

“tinguishes

someone say of another, “She is a
Well, we all
have an emational self—pretty hard
to control at times too, And fifth is
aur mind, or intelligence—which dis-
us from beasts — the
“Thinker” in us, as Plato put iL
Next or sixth is the Spiritual Self,
which is recognizable 25 Inluition—
Compassion. And seventh, our Divine
Sell, linked with Divine Intelligence
—some call it God. All these Selves
are linked during life like pearls on
an invisible chain,

BILL: Do they work together—in
unison ?

TOM: They should — hut ey
don’t And because they don’t, we
travel the road of Heincarnation until
they do. Sometimes people councen-
trate too much on, let’s say, the Men-
tal Self to the detriment ol the others,
Some spend all their energy on the
Physical 3¢lfl—some on the i‘:motion-
al Sell. And that is why most of us
are ofl-center—or ofl the beam, as
we say now. The purpose of life is
to teach men how to control all seven
phases—so that they o {unction in
unison. When that happens, a man
is TRULY a man,

BILL: That's very interesting —
and ingenious too, even if it is only
a theory.

HAL: Wait a minute! Theories are
here today and gone temorrow-—and
what Tom has just said has been
taught by every great Teacher from
time inmnemorial — and a [unda-
mental truth always survives time
and civilizations,

BILL: Okay-—you got me! I'll ask
anothier question while Tom is in suech
good form. I'm not quile sure yet
just what it is that incarnates—
since man has those seven selves.

TOM: It's the “Thinker” in man,
Bill. We call it the Reincarnating
Ego. Qur repeated apnearances, or
incarnations on earth, are acts in the

reat drama of our evolution,

HAL: Well, fellows. . .sitting here
on the sidelines and listgning to you

two iron out this important matter of
rebirth, sort of lLas me wondering
when, if ever, this game of life and
more lile will end. How many ion.
ings we have to play before the
game is over. Why, it's like Faglish
cricket! v

TOM: Hal, you know the answer
to that yourself—we've gone over it
before,

HAL: That’s so, Toem...hut let
me see if I have it straight. Life is
like a complete course in education
~—from kindergarten to post-graduate
work—and then—a Master's degree,
And we've got to know all the les.
sons and fearn how to handle all the
problems before we are ready for that
Master’s degree. This takes a long
time—in fact, many lives—bhecause
we make a lot of mistakes, and these
have all got to be rectified, or bal.
anced—Ilike keeping books. 1 re-
member you called this balancing
Karma or Karman, didn’t you, Tom?

TOM: Yes, that’s the Sanskrit name
given to the Law of Cause and Effect.
Let's suppose this Law didnt work
in the Universe. What would happen,
Bin?

BILL: Well, of course there would
be no justice, for one thing. A man
could get away with anything he
didn’t get cauglt at—Ilike some think
they can.

HAL: And there would be no har-
mony—all brute stuff and supreme
selfishness. [ hate even to thing of it.

TOM: Right! There's pot to be
halance and juslice throughout Na-
ture. We all upset this balance con-
tinually—and in some past lile this
upset may have been serivus and
caused mucl suffering—and we have
to clear the slate. But...Karmic
action isn't all on the bad side of the
ledser.

BILL: What do you mean, Tom?

TOM: T mean we get what we earu,
or what's coming to us. Good and
bad.

HAL: You

L]
mean we're all out




arowing sellishness, pride, hatred,
jealousy, and all Lthat?

TOM: Yes...and learning to sub-
stitute kinduess, sympathy .and love.
When we do Lhese. things, we are
working w1T)1 Nauire and earn good
Narma. Qur reward is quicker eve.
lulion . . . happier lives. And we don't
try to do these worthy things hecause
we are “goodies” or “teacher’s pels,”
—hut Dhecause we understand Na-
ture’s Laws.

HAL: Well, those laws are really
simple, hut powerful, if I'm any
judge.

*

TOM: Hal, all of us can lenrn i
we'tl listen to and heed “‘the still
small voice within”-—it continually
lteaches us, We don't lhave lo see
everything with onr eyes, or hear
with our physical ears, “We have
inner eyes and inner ears, and an
mmner Consciousness where a God
dwells. Our goal should be seli-
maslery, self - discipline, and sell-
knowledge, We reach that gonl ly
sell-effort during lives en earth. Re-
incarnation is 1MOPE — ANOTIHER
CHANCE — EVEXTUAM, VICTORY.

THESOPHY AND YOUTH

Elinor Hufty

Why acquaint youth with Theoso-
phy? What is it in Theosophy that
can strike the chord of bharmony and
furnish the fuel for the ardor of
vouth as it steps through the portals
into life? Aud, how can we accom-
plish this?

In seeking the right answer to tliese
questions, let us always remember
that Trutly in its essence comes from
within each one of us, and give thanks
that this Law is as unchangeable as
immortal Truth itsell. It is our heri-
1age, be we aloms or gods. But alas,
even though this sublime Light shines
within as the gniding beacon for all,
the minute we ulter a word about it
\o another, a magic phenomenon oc-
curs and it changes for the listener
to the “withaut,” colored to a greater
or lesser degree by the personality
expressing it. Thus, we, the novices
of todav, are bandicaped, even in

uiving, for in the physical world we

are able to deal with illusions only

and even then weakly. However, il

we could possibly perceive and ex-

perience the One becoming the many,
we should probably then he able to
explain the mystery beyond. At any
rate we can at least surmise that
Those who can, (and we need not on

(aith alone see the truth that there
ure those who can) are masters of the
illusion of form with which we deal
and .hence are more able lo project
the Truth threugh a purer channel,
But our plight is not as dillicult as
it appears at Lirst, for the inner Troth
in its higher aspects manifests in the
ouler wotld in parallel and general
ways, and Wirough this similarity we
are able Lo recognize increasing re-
lationships. Thus, paradoxically, we
find our own level ol consciousness
continually rising with every effort
to noint out relative truths to others.
The very mention of the word
Theosopby places its teachings in a
classified select group, much in lhe
same manner as the mentioning of
a Medical Society, or a Religious de-
_nomination. 1L brings te mind a cer-
lain identification of qualities. At
this stage of life's evolution it is
dilicult, if not impossible, to select
any name and not draw rom those
“witheut” a mental picture of a
group of people adhering o a Truth
which they as individnals have per-
ceived throngh their level of develop-
ment, and in this way, express it ac.
cording to their patiern, But a name
must exist if there is to be a channel
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in the outer world for the inner spirit
to manilest in creative work; =o, for
us, it is now called Theosophy,

Why acquaint youth with Theoso-
phy? First of all, no vouth (and let
us consider all people as youth)
reaching outward to grow into soine-
thing finer can aflord to close his or
her mind to any channel before in-
vestigating its nature. It is easy
to condemn in ignerance; everyoune
should at least know something about
Theosopliy, and il they cannot agree
and follow that line of thought. then
let them graciously retire saying,
“Iu is not my sway of life!” Let them
be eareful, however, fest they iry
to change the Inmunalle Laws and
thereby crush themselves.  Then, let
us not ignore the principfe of outer
stimulant that is alse all-kmpertant
in the awakening of man lo a greater
life and development. Can we ever
forget that the Iree is judged by its
fruit?

What is it in Theosophy that would
strike the chord of iarmony in yomh?
Immediately we see on the horizon
the “Law of Attraction.” What is the
magnet in operation? Herein lies the
keynote of the life of a Theosophist.
In fact, the keynote of every life-ex-
pression known 1o human kind. What
do we express? In what are we a
postive force? Are we filled with
the enthusiasin of life's energies flow.
ing outward in creative action? Do
we lave visions to build? Do we
love? Do we sacrifice all on the

.altar of freedom and ideals? Normal

youth does! It is filled wilth ambi-
tion to do something, to e someane,
to rise above limitations. It cares
little for conventionalities or restric-
tions and it fears not even death it
sell. Of course we are ouly too well
aware that youth often bends these
powers in wrong directions, bt this
does not discount the truth that the
power is there, and its applicalion in
daily life only shows more clearly

13

the result of the absence of the stim-
ukant of Divine Truth,

The idealistic objectives of the The.
osephical Sociely, namely, first, to
establish a nuclens of the Brother.
hood of Man; secoid, to promote the
study of the world's religions, phil-
osophies and sciences; and third. to
seek out and develop the hidden pow-
ers in man, hold within themselves
sullicient stimulant and food o pro-
tect youth from the restrictive honds
of the psychological ills of middle.
age amd keep alive the will to be free
and powerlul in joyous eternal life.

I{ youth does not succeed in brisdy-
tng the pap belween the materialistic
education and religious training and
gives it up as a hopeless task. Lhey
are bound to become slaves of cir-
cumstances and conditions, ignorant-
ly traveling in circles of confusion,
darkness and death. Living dead men,
whose spirits sleep, roaming the
world,

It is to be remembered that youth
will judge those who give them the
stimulant by the way they {fve the
life of Theosophy; how they meet
the problems of daily life, be it in
their personal life of friends and
family, or in the national life of in-
dusiry or science, religion or arts.

Therefore, we can acenmplish 1his
feat of acquainting youth with The-
osophy eonly by expressiug it our-
selves, Wlen we can see every one
as a soul instead of as an animal with
different characteristies or skin color-
ing, emotional hubits or mental traits,
and serve all in impersonal brotherly
love, apply the knowledge we acquire
in wise aclion, and hecome z posi-
tive pewer by developing our poten-
tialities,—we will strike that chord
of the Spirit of Youth—for the Spirit
of Youth is the Spirit of Teuth, and
the Spirit of Truth is that Great Un-
known that seeks manifestation etern-
ally and in all ways.

@
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WATCHING OUR THOUGHTS

Naorine G. Chadil

We are often asked what Theoso-
phists do daily to gain a livable foot-
kold for their accepled conduct.
There is no doubt but that in each
and everyone of us, there remains at
least a faint earlier remembrance ol
past ritualistic ways or ceremonies.
Consequently, in some schools of
thought, the reading of certain pre-
scribed passages sometime during the
day, or listening 1o a designated radio
time are the most accepled ol present
day disciplines. llowever, loo often
that \ype go satisfies the human brain
conception of doing something for
one's soul, that, upon relurning to the
usual duties, it drops back comfort-
ably imo its former rut. Constant re-
petition of that class of study too
often dulls the desire to think from
within outward.

Theosophy tries lo overcome this
by taking the study a step [urther, in
that, either before one arises or at
some ollier convenient time, one lries
1o bring forth from within one’s in-
nermost Sell the idea of right think-
ing and right acting. By studying our
books we know the laws, but the prob.

lem is to make them applicable to
our own individual selves. These
thoughts must come from our own
hearts, hecause every thouglu, word
and action must be carefully watched
for its sincerity. Sincerity is one of
the key-thoughts of Theosophy.

Joy, too, should be a constant com-
panion, for does not the Theosophist
know that there will always be a to-
morrow in which to mend mistukes
and reap rewards, thonzh this ‘mend-
ing’ should never be deliberately post-
poned until tomarrow, il it can be
done today,

Much should be expecied from the
Theosophist of today, hecause these
are the challenging times in which
he can best display, not only his
loyalty to the teachings of the ancient
wisdom, bt his warm understanding
ol the problems of others. This, cer-
lainly, is not the time to withdraw
within onesell, no matter what the
templation. These are the timws in
which to send out into this hate-torn
world all the constructive love and
enthusiasm of which one is capable,
supporting our endeavors by the ef-
fulgence of the Theosophical Ideal.

*

/ Now in the Key to Theosophy H.P.B. plainly states that the strengt)

and power of this Mavement will not rest so much in the technical
) occult knowledge of the members as in the spiritual development,
1 coupled with good common-sense, which hey shall have attained.
. 13y the time spoken of {the end of the century), those of us who are
i now in the Movement will have passed bevond the limits of martal
life. But our lives and thoughts will five afier us in those who shall
through the next ten years hecome our associales, and they will carry
on the succession jusl as we leave it to them. '

Lel everyone, then, who reads this listen to the call. A mentsl
zacrifice is demanded, an abandoninent of self, a eomplete renuncia-
lian, an entire devotian to the cavse. Altruism must be made the line
of our lives, for by that alone can the end in view be reached. We
are not associated in this Movement for our own individual proht,
nor for the glory of H.P.B., nor for the making of new mysteries or
dogmas, but enly that men and races of men alter us may become
brothiers such as we should be.

[ —IFilliam Q. Judge, in 1890.
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THOUGHTS BY

As Christmastide rolls around
again, and we celebrate the birthday
of Jesus, the man who bhecame
Christed, we can brush aside the men-
tal wrangling as to the actual date
and place ot birth, or even whether
such a person is an actual historical
character or not.

All such things are e Trivia,
mulled over by those who are dedi-
cated to Mental Gymnasties, instead
of Spiritual Hlumination. The im-
portant thing is WHAT 15 THE MES-
SAGE, that was brought to suffering
{lumanity, by the individual known
to us as Jesus of Nazareth; or, if you
like, the message purporied to have
been brought te the World, by an
alleged Historical Characier, 11 does
not matter. It is the message that
counts,

Knowledge does not acquaint Man
with The Christ, it only lells lhim
of the NaTure of The Christ. Mere
knowledge of The Christ arouses con.
troversivs, and one teaching and then
another claims 1o he the Superior
Teaching. ‘There can he Superior
or Inferior knowledge of the Christ,
but the Christ itsell is the same in
alt tands and climes and in all Races
of I'eople. The Christ is the Spark
in every man’s lLeart, that makes it
possible for man to live and move
and brealthe, even though he may
know it not

The Christos, the Divinity in MMan,
appears as a new born babe in man’s
consciousness. It must be fed and
nourished and clothed with a gar-
meni of dilferent substance, than man
wears on the Outer Form. This gar-
ment must be without seam or rent
—it is the garment of his perfection.
The error of all laces, who call
themselves Superior Races, is to think
thet Growth in Knowledge is all that
is expected of man. The growth in
Grace is far more important, There
never was a inan on earlh who had
grown in GRACE, who could be con.
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sidered ignorant. Grace goes hand in
hand with Wisdom, Knowledge snoes
hand in hand with Superiority. There
is mo such thing as Superiority, in
the language of the Christ.

Man'’s ignorance goes on apace. In
spile of the Libraries of the World,
telling of the Christ, few there le
who are directed in their search, 10
find it in their owN BEART, much tess
to recognize the Christ in every other
11EART,

The Christians think that they
alone have the Christ, The Jew knows
he is yet to be horn. The RMoslem
claims the Christ in the name of one
man or another, alihough they recog-
nize the Man Jesus as a Christed
Oune. The Hindu says he is witheut
beginning and without end of days;
and in that respect, understands the
Jesus Man better than most Chris.
lians, who elaim him [or their own.

All over the earth today, Christ is
heing born in the hearts of men. The
sullerings of war, brought about by
Man's selfishness and greed, are
bringing this about. True, he is yel
a “Bahe in swaddling clothes,” hut
the Old Man with his deeds is heing
consumed, being put off, and is in
his death throes in countless nateres,
The Babe will grow to Manhood and
Womanhood in The New Age, for
le is being bern in the nHEARTS OF
MEN. At the end of The New Age,
he will come to Manhood. for 1his
is the Age of Living The Christ Life.
It the past age, people merely talked
about it, The first coming of the
Christ, was the outer appearance in
¢ Christed Form. The second com-
ing will be in the Hearts of Men. The
third, and final one, will lie when lie
dwells in all the hearts of every liv-
ing being,

MoraL: The Law of Grace (Divine
Love) is to the Soul Plane, what the
Law of Karman is to the Mental and
Material.

And that’s Christimas Theosophy.

The Wayfurer.
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Statement

The nriginal Theosophical Society was
founded in New York City in 1875 hy
Helena P. Mavetsky, Col, Henry S. Oleott,
Wm. Q. Judge and octhers. At present
there are several independent Theosophi-
cal organizatims differing in methods of
work but all having s their main ob-
jective the dissemination of the Ancient
Wisdom and the promotion of Universal
Brotherhned,

ANl genuine Theosophical work is in-
variably devaid of creeds and dogmas: its
nature is philasophical, veligions, scien-
tilic and humanitarian: it is troditionnlly
unseetarinn and  strictly non-political, It
forms an integreal part of a universal in-
tellertnal  and  ethical movement  which
has heen active, whether publicly recog-
nized or not, in atl races and apes,

The ohjerts of the Theosophical Snciely
ares (al T diffuse among men o kirowl-
eiddee of the laws isherent in the Uni-
verse: (b)Y Ta promulgate the knawledge
of the eseential guity of all that is, aud
to demanstraie that this uvnity iz funda-
menial in Nature: (r) ‘e [vrm an netive
brotherbiond among men: {8 To study
ancient and modern religion, seience, nnd
hilosogphiv: (e) To jnvestigate the powers
innate in man,

The snle condition of Fellowship in the
Theasophival Suciety is o sincere areept-
anee of the principle of Universal Mrother-
homl, Fellows of the Sacicly are required
to show thre same thoughtlnd consideration
for the helicls of athers that they desire
othors ta show towards their swn.

Ie Theosophical Society, with General

Olices Tormerly locnted at Point Loms,
siow has jta Iwternatiodial 1leadguarters
near Covina, Calil. From 1929 o 1942 s
Leader was Ur. G. e Poracker; since his
passing, the Sociely s under the juris-
dictien  of the Cabinet, whose present
Chairman is lverson L. Harris, from early
youth a devoted student and & sery active
worker in the Urganization.

The Socirty iz romposed of Natinnal
Sections, amtommneus under its Constito-
tian: the Serctions, in tarn, are composed
of nutonomons Lodges, under the direction
of their Nationn) Fresident.  The chief
Olirers of the American-Canadinn Section
are: Col. Arthir L. Canger, President, 802
Jaekeon Avenue, Washington 12, DCs )
Fmory Clapgp, Executive Vieeresident, 30
Fluntingtan Avewue, Boston 16, Mase.: the
Regional Official Tar the Western  Coast
is Hareld W, Pompsier, 910 Third Avenue,
San Diegn, Calil,

The sllicial Qrpan of e Seciety is The
Theosaphicel Forum (2200 & year). The
Ameriean Section  magnzine i Lueifer
(3000 2 yeary. In this Sertion there is a
miniwum membership {ee of 3600 2 year.
Thia ia nat in the nature of rompulsory
thies, but iz rather a moral obligation vol-
untarily nssuwed.  This mnount  inclwdes
yearly  snberriptions  ta hoth  niapazines
meulioned ahove.

Farther infurmativs regarding the So-
viety will be gladly furnished upon  re-
yuest, Address: Grace Finlayson,  Secre-
vary, Ladge No, 60, 500 Seulh Gramerey
I'lace, Loa Angeles 5, Calif.

STANDARD THEOSOPHICAL LITERATURE

K. ¥. BLAYATSKY
The Secret Doctiiue, 2 10ls,
I3 Vnwellmd, 2 vols, tn o1
The Kex to Thoosaply,
The Yoles of e Sllen
Ceenplete Works, Neat 4 voly,

WILLIAM Q. MIDGE

Eclinns from the thlent Rl
The Ueean of Thensoply . 1.1m
Letters That 1Twve Helped Me. Yols, [ aml 11, 450
The Sthagnind - Aita Bid
Toea Aphorisms of T'ataniall., i
KATHERINE TINGLEY
The Wine of Life 1.0
The Gola Awalito. o N1
6. PE FURUCKER
Man in faolation ., e e e f2.nm
The Esolerle Teailitien, 3 wls. L v.nn
Fundamentniz af 1he Eselerle Thiloscphy 1.50
Messagea (0 Condenthor 2.00
L.an

tinlden Frocepls of E
Wingd of The Solell .
The Mahatre Lelters o A, Y. Blorl)

CHARLES 1. RYAN
11, 1. Mnialsky aml the Thensopliical
Aenvement
SYEN EEI
Panutar: The Writiugs of & nde Chela. 22,
JUDMIH TYBERG
Hunskelt Kexs 10 1he Wisitom-Irllglon...... RO 3% X §
THEQSOPHICAL MAHUALS
15 i Ferent oues! What by Theosoplin?, Hein-
catnttog, Kavian, aeles, Euolution, Psy-
rhle Powers, Afler Tleath — Whsll, The

Astend Llehi, eie, rach.o. .25
E. D. WALKER
TebneRrna I e e 1D
MAREL COLLINS
Lieht on the Path, . [ERIORIRRR .| |
L. GOARDON PLUMMER
Friomm Atomn tn IoSmos e oo S LS
NILS A. AMNEUS
ez Chinnee e Justice Ttnle Our Llvest. ... R3]
THE THEOSGPHICAL FORUM
Oicial mgan of e Thensophieal Boclely,
single copy 20 eopds. rearly suhseriptlon. 200

These nonl nther lonks gnd pamphicts may ha et alped from
Lewipe Ko, 0, £00 Boulh Gramercy Place, Jos Aapries 5 Callioenla
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LET'S GO TO WORK!

Boris de Zirkoff

The spread of Theosophy in the
world and the strength of the The-
osophical Movement depend primar-
ily uwpon unremitting and intelligent
work.

Wherever, among students, there
burns the holy Hame of spiritual
enthusiasm ler the dissemination of
the ancient wisdom, there the Work
flourishes and Theosophy becomes
known.

Wherever self-interest is disregard-
ed, and an honest and sustained ef-
fort is being made to sow the seeds
of Theosophy broadeast, there every
motion of hand and mind bears [ruit
an hundredfold.

Wherever worldly self-seeking in.
terests have been imported into the.
osophical alfiliztions. and 1lie primary
objective of the student is either self-
advancement or intellectual gratifica-
tion, or an easy pastime observiny
someone else’s doing the work,—there
the Movement comes sooner or later
to a standstill, aud pleasant but dead.
ly moulds of mind take the place of
a Hving and workable philosophy of
life.

It is one of the most regrettable
facts 10 be observed among present.
day students of Theosophy and mem-
bers of the Theosophical Society, that
a majority of them do not exhibit the
slightest inclination to engage in any
actual work intended eillier to spread
Theosephy in their immediate neigh-
honrhood, or to esiablish new con.
tacts for the growth of the Move-
ment. Thev are entirely satisfied. it
seems, to listen 1o lectures, buy an

occasional hook, express flaltering

comments on the work of others, who
helong to the minority of toilers, and
await with pleasant anticipation the
intellectual delights of future meet-
ings. Needless to say, the interest of
this eategrory of members is still very
mueh “greater” thap is the case with
those wlo, after joining the Society
with eonsiderable enthusinsm, never

come metnbers of the Society, is:
“What will Theosophy do for me?”
come to a meeting unless reminded
or encouraged or urged to do so.

And can anyone challenge the state.
ment, made in all sympathy and with
no feeling of unkindnesa in one's
heart, that the financial sujport of the
Movement, on the part of the same
large calegory of siudents, is negli-
geable, 10 say the least? How many
can come out of the ranks of members
and testify that his support of the
Catise he professes to love has heen
made (lel us say, this past year} at
the cost of a marked self-saerifice,
with many and repeated self-denials
and a 1elling control of his personal
wanis?

it is quite probable that the Move-
ment has such people; it is also quite
probable that they will remain silent
on the subject, and their names will
remain unknown, except to the Re-
corders ol Universal Justice, helore
wlose vision our lives are an open
hook. 1t is equally probable that the
others will go on in their self-made
groove, speaking loudly of their de-
votion to the Movement, their love
of Truh, their dislike of hypocrisy
and sham.—Lkeeping very silent an
the fact that their dues in tlie Society
have never yet been paid, and their
participation in the Movement and
enjoyment of all its privileges, has
heen done at the cost of a few cents
a month.

The Theosophical Society has its
workers. I has its self-forgetful
toilers, whose whole life and tlonaht
are dedicated to the Cause of Man-
kind. They are the nillars of e
Movement, the “saints” of the uni-
versal Theosophical community, bt
is mainly through their life-blnad
that the Movement is sustained; it is
their spiritual and psyche-mental
Mluid that flows through its arteries.
If it were not for their self-sacrificing
task in all parls of the world, the




modern Theosephical Society would
have given up its ghost long ago,
scattering but a few bleached bones
on the sands of time. But does their
sacrifice, nay. eften martyrdom, in
the face of grievious odds, persecu-
tion, ridicule, and sometimes social
ostracisni, justily the complacent at-
titnde of the many whose ethical
callousness is a deadweight on the
Bovement?

The living power of every truly
spiritual Movement 1hroughout the
ages has been gavged by the ability
and the perseverance of s adherents
W work on its hehall, It is impos-
sible to work Tor any Cause without
at lenst to some degree living its
teachings. Working (or it is already
Hiving its precepis; there can hardly
he a Movement whose precept is:
‘Do not work on my bebhalf!’

It iz therelore by the same measur-
ing rod of work accomplished or
sacrifices made on ils Dbehall. that
the ‘Theosophical Movemnent can ap-
praise ils own membership at any
time,

e squestion which is being asked
more often than any other. on \he
parl of peaple who lor some reason
ot another thonght it advisable to be-
The answer is: “Very little or noth-
ing. unless you do sowmething lor the
Couge of Theosophy first.”  Most
members put the cart before the
horse, They think, and many of us
are negligent in not pointing out the
real slate of allairs to them, that the
Movement needs them very badly,
and that therefore something very
remarkable is going to be done by
the abstraction they call ‘Theosophy.’
and they will be the bheneficiary of
this marvel. just because they ac-
corded us the great privilege of join-
ing vs. The actual state of aflairs
iz quite the reverse, It is they who
are in dire need of the teachings of
Theosophy, and they will absorh its
truths in direct proportion to the

amount of interest. teork, devotion
and self-abnegation, they put into
the Cauge, If they do not understand

this, they might just as well with-
draw from the Socicty; the Society
does not need (hem. 1t is glad. to
have them. But it doea not need them.
It necds, actually needs, and is look-
ing all over the wide world for,
chielly workers for the Theosaphical
Canse, men and women whae, whether
rich or poor, whether educated or
uat, are willing 10 enter the theoso-
phical Tamily as Tlellow-toilers, in-
stead of drones. and put their should-
ers lo the common wheel, and push,
push, rusit. Wherever new members
or sludents are unaware of this fact,
it i= the Oficers of FLodpes, and the
Field-Workers, and the other active
members, wlho are responsible lor the
neeligence in not explaining o peo-
ple what the Theosoplical Rovement
is lnoking for and ts in nead of.

As has been so clearly said by
William (). Judge (Bept. of Branch
Waork. Paper No. 8, New York, Nov.,,
1890)

“Kany persons, hawever, think that they
can helong 1o the Society, and whitde nega-
tively selfsh, that is, rendy and willing to
sit down and lienr others exponnd  the-
nsophien]l dactrine il pever wark for the
hody themszelves, they nay receive henelit
in the way of compchension of the doce-
trines of mun and nature which are pro-
wdgated amorg ws. bar they {orget a
lnw in these matters ol great imporianes,
mue, wlepd, thay they may not be willing
o admit, and which is much apposed o
our mnideen ideas ol the powers and fune-
tinns ol the human mind, Tt is that suel
an attituede By reason of its selfishiness
Imilils wp & hard wall hetween their minds
and the very traths they wish to know. T
speak of an avtual dynamie eflert which
is as plain 10 Uie ove of the trained seer
as s wny ohicet to the healthy eye”

Truth, like the passion lor life,
eraves expansion. 1L is of the very
essence of Trutl to nniversalize itsell.
It iz a leaven which insisis upon
leavening the whole. It acknowledsges
na harriers, it respects no houndaries.
It is upoun this simple fact of heiug
that has Deen based throughout the
ages Llie missionary urge on the part
of all movements, good and had, And
let it be remembered that there has
liardly ever been o Movement of any
kind that did not eriginate in some
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seed of Truth, however small and
soon ohscured.

A Movement, therelore, which does
not exhibit any marked degree of that
urge to universalize ilsell, is dying
spiritually, and its decay and disap-
pearance is only a matler of time.
The Theosophical Movement, as a
Movement, still exihibiis many a
healthy sign of that inner urge. Can
that anuch be said with regard to
many an individual Lodge or group
of Lodges in move than one metro-
pelis of the land?

What is needed today more than
anything else in the Theosophical
Movement, we fecl, is faith in this
aggressive universalism of Trutly; it
is our only escape from smallness,
parochialism, querulousness and stag-
nation.

The spiritual passion for Truth
demands for Hs Aposiles men and
women who feel jt1s urge, who can
inlerpiret its measage and lay bare its
imperatives. Among free inen, always

new leaders arise to meet the chal-
fenge of great emergencies. Ilese
are the men who deny the don'ts
amd can’ts of conservative years, who
go out and dare the impossille,

Our clamant need, as a Movement,
is for leaders of thought. Every mem.
her—a leader! Was this not the in-
junction of Dr. de Purucker 10 tle
membership? Workers are wanted.
not mere well-wishers, Aclive centers
of spiritual light, not mere names on
the rostrum. Men and women who
are possessed by the aggressive uni-
versalism of Trath and are prepared
to ‘damn the consequences.’ The
choice Detween sell-complacent in-
tellectual gratification and an intelli-
genl, aggressive, but kindly, self-
sacrificing work for the Cause of
Theosophy, is the difference Letween
a esad wreck cast out on the sand-
Lanks of thought in years to come.
and a Society whose every fiber re-
sponds with a quickened fire to the
kev-nate of the Incoming Age. Tt
is up to you!l

WHY A THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY?

Sven Eek

The original founders of the The-
osophical Movement whe are known
as Masters M. and K.11. decided well
over a century ago 1o starl a Sociely
for the promulgation of certain
aims and purposes along religious,
philosophical and scientific lines.
Throughouwt the entire period of 1he
last century they were able to find
only one person psychiologically and
spiritually fit to carry ont Ihe work
they were planning. That person’s
rile in hislory is yet to he fully
established; she was Ilelena Petrovna
Blavatskv.

Tt is not difficult to*trace the out.
pourings of at lTeast a hundred reli-

President, Lodge No. 60, Theosophical Saciety

gious and psendo-religious hodies ta
her teachings, or more eorrectly 1o
the teachings which the Masiers per-
mitted her to give out. In the hicr-
archical structure to whielt M. and
K. belonged there were superiors
to them who issued solemn warnings
against the giving out of ludia's
sacred teachings to the as yet spirit-
ually untutored minds of the white
races beyond the walers of Kalapani
(btack waters). But the die was cast.
and these men accepled the respon-
sibility for The Theosophical Mlove-
ment which las alfected the lives of
literally milliens of people. The sini-
ple teachings of Karman (as thou
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sowest, so shalt thou also reap)
and Reincarnation lave again been
brouglt to the Western world., Com-
monplace in the East, and during the
first centuries of nascent Christian-
ity, they have since heen forgotten
or obscured by dogmatic accrelions
of arganized religions. The deeper
teachings, the Yoga of living, the
why's and wherefore’s of existence,
have ecautiously been tauglt those
willing and ready to listen.

In the curious skein ol the evolu-
tion of races, nations and individual
imen, we can discern the histotieal
réle played by greater and lesser
teachers, the ‘Saviors of Mankind.'
AH races and all evclic lime-periods
have had them. These ‘Saviors’ had
their disciples lo whom certain teach-
ings were entrusted. The Vedas of
India, The Egyptian Book of the
Dead, the Bible, the Koran, The Scan-
dinavian Fddas eonstitute their writ-
ten records. Strong religions hodies
have heen [lounded lo spread the
teachings. not always gently, and
later generations decided that their
revelation was the only one ever to
have heen presented lo the world. As
a result. the leachers have been dei-
fied and the masses crucified.

A spiritual inertia has heen los.
tered by churches which claimed to

e the mediators between their deities
or God and the faithiul. An impotent
warting for a new Cleist or a mightier
Buddha, for ¢ Messiah who is going
to turn the trick of leading man to
salvation hns been setting the clock
back. P"eople do not seemn to Lrust their
own intuitions or their own spiritual
strength; somebody clse must do the
iob Tor them. They have not studied
their own leachings exhorting them
to laok within for their ‘immanent
Christos’ er ‘ipner Bulddha.” The God
within is nol concerned with nicetiea
of doctlrine, hut looks at the knowl.
edge of man as more or as less com-
plete. Religions are diflerent facets
of the same truth, but adapled to
different peoples and civilizations,
Like science they are being revealed
or veiled as circumstances demand,

De we need a ‘Theosovhical So-
ciety? One answer could be: ‘In unity
there is strength.’ Let us remember
that there is neither a religion uor
any science higher than Truh. In
essence they are one, as all men are
one. lLet uz study the teachings of
all Sacred Writings with an open
wind. Let our Christ within he the
Monitor, and let ns work lTor knowl-
edge and wisdom and thereby for
a happier world.

SAN DIEGO THEOSOPHICAL ACTIVITIES
Theosophical Center, 2772 Fourth Ave., Son Diego 3; ‘phone: Jackson 1740

Public Meetings — Sunday Afternoons — 3:00 O'Clock

GENERAL TOPIC:

THEOSOPHY FOR THE ASKING

Chaoirman—DPr, Louis Van Norman

March 4th—Dorothy Friend and 1Jan Peterson, Discussion.

Mateh 11th—Claire Wesner {Covina)—"0Ocruliism and thé Oceult Ara”
March 18th—NMora Forlbes and Jern Palfey, Discussion,

March 25th—Dir. Joseph' Fox and T. T. Clemesha—"Religious Unity.”

Every Discussion will take the form of question and answer by the speakers of the afternoon,

For information on all Theosophical actlvities in San Diego, consult Horold W. Dempster,
Regionol Vice-Presidant, 3131 McColl 51, San Diego 8, Calif; ‘phone: Bayview 6319
{or Frenklin 3151),
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OUR FORGOTTEN PAST

Elizubeth M. Gaiger

In eny discussion of the doclrine
of Reincarnation there is one ques-
tiot which inevitahly arises, for some-
one is certain lo ask: “If Heincarna-
tion is a fact, why do we not remem-
ber our past Hves?” While those who
put this question will wsually admit
that Beincarnation is the most logical
explanation of life with its inequal.
ities, ils injustices, ils tragedies and
hitter sorrows, they nevertheless main-
tain that all theories regarding ihe
soul of man are haszed upon premises
which cannot be established by actual
experiences in lliman consciousness,
and that in the absence of proofl in
actual facts, all reasoning hased on
the doctrine of Reincarnation is un-
reliable.

- The statement that some people do
remember their past lives, while many
have flashes of memory, does nat
convince those who demand physical
proof In the form of concrete Tacts
as the only hasis for truth. Yet these
peeple unhesitatingly accept many
things which cannot be physically
demonstrated; Tor our deepest, most
profound and most precious experi-
ences, the things we really krow he-
cause they are part of our inmost
heing, are precisely those which we
cannot deinonsirate or prove to
others, What, for eéxample, is the
mathematieal, the chemical, or even
the intellectual demonstration as ex.
pressible in language, of that deepest
quality of life whiclh we call Love?
It can bhe undersioad only by those
who have experienced this emotion
in some of its phases. And so must
it be with the language of the soul.
We mav therefore ask whether the

Mact that the majority of people have

no recollection of their past lives is
proof that they did not formerly
exist? {lave they any vecolleclion of
the events of their infancy. or can
they recall much, jf anything, of
licir earlv childhond? How few of
us remember the events of even re-

cent vears, outside of a few scat
lered instances, most of which are
recalled only in connection wilth seme
olher mere important event. Are not
the ordinary occurences of our past
rather unimportant after all, and
like those of our present lile com-
pletely forgotten? In fact, memory
of the details of even our recenl past
is impossible, according 1o Prof.
Knight, whe says:

“The pawer of the conservative facully,
though relatively great, is exvemely limiled.
We lorget the larger portion of our experi-
enve soon after we have passed through it,
amd we slould be abte 1o recall the partic-
ulars of all our past years, itling in all the
missing links of conscinnsness since we
enfered on owr present lile, hefore we could
he in a posilion to rememher our pre-natal
experience. Birth must necessarily be pre.
ceded by crnssing the river of ohlivion,
while the capacity for fresh acquisition
survives, and the parnered wealth of old
experience determines the character of Lhe

"
new.

We may say with confidence that
there is an excellent reason why most
people do not remember their past
lives, Tor this absence of memory is
in harmony with the principle of the
evolution of the soul, and in most
cases Lhe very nalure of the evaln-
tionary work which requires rein-
carnation necessitales a loss of mem-
ory. for it is of great importance
that the mind should he concentrated
on ihe evolitionary work required
at the nresent time. If mewmory per-
sisted from incarnation to incarna-
lion. the mind weould wander over
the events of thiousands of past years,
and would encompass a vast drama
of tragedv and of comedy in which
we nlayed our parts. not always with
credit to ourselves. For we would re-
call not only our triumphs, but our
failures and humiliations. And who
could endure the memory of all the
Munders of which we were muilty
in those past lives? Is it not enough
that we should have to recall with
miuch mortification the many mis-
takes we have made in this present
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life? But eonsider the crushing hu-
miliation that would he ours if we
could remember the stupid, even evil
acts of our past lives, Most of us
will agree that the remembrance of
the follies of which we have heen
suilty in this incarnalion conslitutes
a sulliciently heavy burden for us to
bear, without the added weight of
painful recollections of what may
liave been very inglorious existences,
No, let us be grateful that we forget,
and let us realize that it is a8 merci-
ful provision that veils the past, for
il we would masler the lessons of
this life we must not take other lives
into the field of our consciousness.

But it should not he supposed that
loss of memory includes loss of the
knowledge we had acquired in this or
previous lives. The gist of knowledge
aained in past ages represents skill
which has no dependence whatever
on memory; and in this connection
reference to the not inlrequent cases
of amnesia brought to our attention

mav properly he made. We are all
! | ¥

familar with well authenticated cases
in which perfeetly healthy. normal
people  have completely  lost the
tlread of their personality, forgelting
their owit names and every detail of
their lives, even the very existence
of those thev dearly loved. These
persous disappear from their homes,
and often take up life in a new en.
viroument where they form new rela-
tionships, and frequently embark on
successful business ventures. for their
intelligenre js in no way impaired.
They remain in this stale for months,
and sometimes for vears, until some-
thing occurs which brings back a re.
storation of memory: then in a llash,
the past in all its details comes back
1o them. In illustration of this phe-
notnenon here is the story of a voung
officer in the British forces in World
War L.

OOn New Year's Eve of 1916-17
tiis man was seated with about a
dozen other officers in a dugout on
the Western Front, when he lheard
the warning sound of an inuninenl

mine explosion. lle guickly grosped
what he thought was Tlis eoat, and as
he was thrusting his arms into the
sleeves he was thrown lo the ground
by a terrific explosion. He awoke
to consciousness in a war hospital
far behind the front, bis mind a blank
concerning his identity. lor he could
remember neither his name nor that
of anyone he bad ever known. The
doclors and nurses in the hospitel
told him that be was Captain de
Moutalt. & Canadian ollicer, and
showed him letters found in the pock-
et of the enat he was putling on at the
time of the explosion. Lacking the
names and adidresses of velatives or
{riends, as well as anv conllicting
evidence, aml remeinbering nothing
of his life before the exgplosion, he
acecepled the name, When he recov-
ered from his injuries, he transferred
lo the Royal Air Force, and received
a commission as Second Lieutenant,
A crash while Illying over the Jines
invalided him ent of service, and he
finally received a 1007 disablement
pension from the British Government.
Shortly belore this, a young ollicer
whae had been falally wounded. died
in de Montalt’s arms, with a last re-
quest that de Blontalt should visit
liis sister when le returned to Lon-
don, This de Montalt did, witl the
result that he fell in love with the
girl and married her. They lived for
vears in a marital happiness that was
marged only by de Momtalt’s lost
menjory of his past. One day nearly
ten years after hiz marsiage, de Mon-
talt. while waiting for a bus on a
street corner, overheard r couple of
men talking in a foreign lanmmape,
whiel, to his great astonishment he
undersiood perfectly, although up to
that moment he supposed that he
knew no langnage bhut English. Now
lie - discovered that lhe also knew
Swedish, and he hegan to have doulits
of his identity as a Canadian, bnt
tliere was nolling he ecould do ehant
il. Some time alter this, while wait-
ing in a government oflice 1o inter.
view an official about a pension, he
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picked up a copy of the Swedish
Statskalendern which listed the nemes
of all the importam officers in the
Swedish army. Glancing through the
book, his eye lighted on a namne that
seemed strangely familiar — Gustal
Duner, an afficer in the Swedish army.
Suddenly he realized that this name
was his own, that he was Gustal
Duner, and immediately memeories of
Sweden flooded his mind. He at once
wrote to the address given in the
Statskalendern, and received a reply
which informed him that: “Herr Gus-
taf Duner was unfortunately killed
on the Western Front at the end of
1916. I am his brother.” De Montalt
went at once to Sweden where he was
reunited with his joyous mother and
brother. Gustal Duner had earned
a commission in the Swedish army,
from which he resigned to fight with
the British Forces. The coat he was
wearing on that eventful New Year's
Eve belonged to a Captain de Mon-
talt who was killed in the explosion,
and for ten years alterward, to all
the world, de WMontalt lived, and
Gustal Duner was dead.

No one would think of asserling
that Gustaf [Duner had not lived be-
fore the explosion. because he could
remember nolliing whatever of lus
life before the mine exploded. Yet
that is the argument that is continu-
ally being urged agrinst Reincarna-
tion, and this illagical attitude will
doubtless continue unless people real.
ize and are willing to admit that they
remsember very little of their present
existences.

The failure to rememnber past in-
carnations will he more clearly un-

‘derstood if we bear in mind one -
nortant fact: that the personality

here on the physical plane is only a
fragment of the entire conscivusness
of the soul. Our true and permauent
life exists in the Ego. and the Feo
merely sends out a ray from itself.
This ray, which is only a tiny particle
of the Fgo, is what we know as the
personalily, which, when it has gath-
ered experience and finished its work,

is drawn back and incorporated into
the Fgo whence it came. During in-
carnation the personality is animated
by only a very little of the Ega's
vast intelligence, and this explains
why we make so many mistakes.

While the majority of people have
no remetnbrance of past lives, there
are certainly some who do remember,
and just here we cannot do better
than quote what H. P. Blavatsky says
about memory: “While mentary is
physical and evanescent and depends
on the physiological conditions of the
hrain we call reminiscence the
memoaory of the soud, Aud it is this
memory which gives the assurance to
afmost every hnman being. whether
he understands it or not, of his hay-
ing lived hefore and having o live
again . . . To pet convinced of tle
fact of reincarnation and past lives.
one must put onesell in rapport with
one’s real permanent Fgn. not one’s
evanescent memory.” (The Key to
Theosophy, pp. 125.128), This mean=
that those wlio do liave positive recol-
lections of past lives have reached a
ligher state of censciousness, al-
though it is usually only in a minute
dezree.

There are, however, many people
who have [rammentary recollections
which {lash across the mind bringing
a feeling that there iz something
familiar about a perfectly strance
place. a convictinn of having been
there before, and memoery struggles
painfully to hring into the field of
consciousness the former connection
between the scene and the individual.
Charles Dickens. in one of his hooks
of Toreien travel. tellz of a bridge in
Ttaly which produced a weird eifect
upen him. Tle says: “If T had hren
murdered there in some former Jife,
I conld not have seemed to remember
the place more thoroughly. or with a
more emphatic chilling of the blood:
and the real remembrance of it ac-
quired in that moment s so strength-
ened by the imaginary reecollection
that T can never forget it.” Many in-
stances could be given of the ex.
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periences of individuals in remem-
bering incidents of their former lives,
but they would not supply the nroof
demanded by those who doubt the
trath of reincarnation, and we have
no other means of convincing them.
But to those who have had glimpses
of their past existences, and partic-
ularly where they have been clear-cut
and vivid, there comes a cerlzinty
and conviction that in some cases is
as real as the certainly and convic-
tion of their present life, and which
is prool against all argument 1o the
contrary. To such people the lact of
previous incarnations is as much a
matter of consciousness as the exis-
tence of last year — yesterday -—=&
momenl ago. or even the present
moment which slips away while we
attempt to consider it. And those who
have this conscionshess of past lives.
even when the details are vague, in-
tuilively accept the teaching regard-
ing the [uture lives of the soul. The
soul that recognizes ils oldness alsn
feets the certainty of survival-—nol
as a mere matter of faith, but as a

malter of conscionsness, the boun-
daries of time heing transcended.

We must seek what we would find
—there is no other law of growth
or evolution. To reach the Light, to
acquire the pawer of clear sight, to
see things as they are, one must seck
the Light persistently and continuous-
ly throug[l many lives. The field in
which we sow and reap is boundless
and eternal, The Sower and Lhe
Reaper is the same immortal Self.
To one lile the sawing, to another
the reaping. There is no miracle of
growth or transformation either of
the inner man or of the ouer. The
seed must be sown and watered be-
fore it can spring up, and whether
we sow wleat or lares, the Law is the
same,

“Sitch i3 the Law which moves to
righleousness,

Which none at last can lumn aside
or slay;

The heart of it is Love; the end of it

Is Peace and Consummation sweet.
Obey!”

KARMIC AGENTS

Williom Quan Judge

{Reprinted from The Theosophical Forum, July, 1893)

Does an individual when acting as an agent for Karmn entail any Karniie
consequences upon himself because of the acts thus committed ?

... The questioner assumes in'the first ten words of the question that a
liuman heing sometimes is ot an agent of Karma. According to my studies,
anil gz [ think inevitable according to the law of Karma, there is no time when
a human being is not an agent of Karma. for in every act and thought we are
carrying out Karma. making new Karma. sullering ald Karma, or producing
eflects on other people, or all these together . . . [ take it that the questioner
means to ask whether sne is justified in attempting, of his own motion, to ad-
minister as judge, jury. and executioner, to anolher the eflects of Karma. This
is involved in the question, as well as whether any consequences are entailed
upon a person so acting . . . Certainly hoth the actor in the case and the person
ta whow the punisliment or reward is administered must have consequences
entailed upon them, because the “Karmic agent” is the centre from which Lhe
action Aows, and upon whom it must react. and the other person is the person
who receives the present consequences. Merely to sav lo yourself that you
are enforcing a rizht or administering what vour conclude is punishment or
reward does not absolve you from the consequtences, whatever those may be.
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And those consequences will come to you in two ways. First, through your
own attitude, and seeond, from what you set up in the other person. Involved
in the first is a seemingly third possibility, which is, a possible viclalion by
you through ignorance of a law of nature. For instance, if you assume to
administer punishment, considering yoursell a Karmic agent, it is more than
possible that you are simply gratilying some old spite or ill-feeling, under
the guise of a judicial enforcement of right or punishment for wrong. We
see this possibility every day in those cases where a person, declaring himsell
ta be impartial and judicial, administers on the one hand to persons whom
he does not particularly tike punishment whicl he considers their just due,
and withholds similar punishment from another person for whom he has
such a regard that he fails to administer punisliment, but exercises instead
Iorgiveness and charity. 'This being a common human experience, does it
not indicate that inasmuch as a person is throngh old Karmic likes and
aflinities led 10 he kind and charitable through what is called partiality, he
may on the other hand, through old dislikes and antipathies, be led by a
repulsion to administer punishment, when he might as well have exercized
forgiveness? Fach man, I think, can be left to himself to decide what is his
duty in redressing wrong done lo another, which redressing involves perhaps
the punishment of a third. But in my opinion no one is wise who considers
himself a Karmic agent for any purpose. Further . . . the term “Karmic
agent’”’ has a technical significance under which only certain persons are =o
cousidered; that is, the larger class of men are not Karmic agents, except in
the mere sense that they are in the very act of life making or experiencing

‘Karma in the mass. A few persons sre whal is known as “Karmic agents.”

that is, human beings who by a certain course of training and previous life
have become concentrated agents {or the bringing about of certain definite
elfects which are well Torseen by the trained and initiated seer. This is one
of the declarations ol the Initiates who are supposed 1o know abomt these
matters, and therefore any person assuming to be a Karmic agent may pos.
sibly be assuming too much altogether, and be bringing himsell within the
range of laws which will operate upon him with ten-fold foree in future lives.
It is therefore more charitable, more wise, more kind, more theasophic to
follow the words of Jesus, Buddha, and hosts of other Teachers which direct
us to forgive our brother seventy times seven times, which tell us \liat charity
covers a multitude of sins, and which warn us against the self-rightecusness
that might induce us to presume we liave been raised up from the foundation

of the world to correct abuses in other men’s actions rather than te attend to
our own duty,

* *

. The lntman receptacle is always the expression of the luner attitudes,
The channel for faithiul recording of the drep Truths of Inner Being becomes clear, as

" day by day, little by lictle, the Conscionsness is waslied clear of little flutcams and jetsams

of self,

The one who hecomes a recorder—a channel of records—is the one whe, having turned
the thought Inward—correcting only the little self, with no desire to correct athers except
by exeniple, waits in Humility for the Voice of the Silence to speak.

The Path is long and ardious, The pitfalls many, hut*Arise Strong Heart and try apain?®
is the message ta the one who feels inwardly that he has failed autwardly, The litle cares
become magnified unless this is done, and the feeling of fzilure can grow through sell-
condemnation,

A Pilgrim,
11
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M Ulzeodop/z y Spea/ed' '

REINCARNATION

(cantinved)

Transcribed Radis Aroadcast of January 16, 1944
over Station KMPC, Beverly Hills, Colifornia.

Announcer: “Theosophy Speaks!”
“Light For the Mind — Love for the Heart - Understanding far the Intellect”

|

Last Sunday, in presenting our third discussion on neincarsanion, “Theosophy Speaks™
stated that man is mercifully given other chances to perfert himsel, throngh repented
lives on earth. We said thar onr Spiritual Sell never dies; that when deatly comes 1o a
man, he casts off his physical garment, which disimtegrates. But the higher paris of our
Nature go into a period of rest aud reeuperation, withdrawn for a time [rem active life
on earth. ‘There is nathing mysterious in this—we see it in the way Natnre wperales,
Vegetation sieeps in the winter and awakens in the spring—we sleep at night to awaken
in the inorning 10 a new day, a new chance. Death is but a longer, mare complete sleep—
after which we awaken 1o a new life, bringing with us the cuaracrens we have made for
ourselves throngh thoughts, emelions and actions during our previous lives. We conclinled
by saying that we will all travel the Road of Neincarnation umiil we have learned life’s
lessons of sell-discipline, self-knowledge and sell-mastery theauph our own self-directed
efforts. Thus, Reincarnation is Nope—anmther Chapre—anid evemnal Victory, Today's
transcribed discussion will be the last one of the Reincarnation series. Our Scene: The
home of a Theosophizst. e is about to leave town on a business trip and two of his

fricads just arrived to say goadbye. ...

BILL: (sighs} Been feeling fagged
out lately. How about you fellows?

HAL: 1 do too. I think it's the
war, Trouble, confusion, Iragedy—
especially on a world-wide scale—
are bound te aflect people that way.

BILL: (disgusted) Well, 1 don't
like it! Sometimes 1 wish 1 were on
another mere peaceful planet! How
is it sll going to end—and when/

TOM: Now look lere —why be
morhid ahout it? It's during limes of
stress that people individually, and
nations, can make the biggest prog-
ress.

BILL: Progress! What progress
have we made anyway? We're snp-
posed to be civilized. yet wars. hales
and intolerances get worse all tlie
tinze, §s that progress?

TOM: It depends on the point ol
view. Now, understand, I'm not ap-
proving wars and intolerunces and I
don’t sav that progress depends on
themi—but, as a Theosophist believ-
inm in the Laws of Consequence amd
Reincarnation, T can see how the
world is zradvally improving fa spite
of these Yhings.

RILL: Well. T don’t. Civilization
cither improves and ouwtlaws wars—
or—civilization is hreaking up he-

cause of all the wars. It’s got to be
one or the other.

HAL: Tt scems T leard of civiliza-
tions ecracking up belore—and still
the world goes on. Look at the
Egyptian, the great Chinese eras—
the Greck. Not to mention the Roman,

BILL: That's true enough.

NAL: The trouble is that too few
of ws know history. We're too in-
¢lined to hase our opinions on what
has lappened in the past few hun-
dred vears.

TOM: 1 think so 100. The human
race is millions of years old. Civiliza-
tions have come amd gone. There
have bheen Golden Ages and Dack
Ages, And as pilgrims, yon and I
have contribhuted for better or for
worse to bath golden and dark ages.
We've all been here many times De-
fore. Pr. de Purucker, late V.cader of
the Point T.oma Theesephical Society,
put it this way in one of lis books:
“Growlh is eternal, Tvolution is with-
ant hesinning and is endless, We pass
throueh all \le mansions of life, as
the azes of Flerily slowly stream
hy into the limitless ocean of the
Pasl.”

TIAL: T like that, The way he puts
it, ol what he says,
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BILL: Are you saying that per-
haps I am respousible for the present
conditions in the world?

TOM: Yes. Not you alone, of
course—all of us, We've contributed
in some mensure or we wouldn't he
here now to help work out these con-
ditions to a more satislfactory con-
clusion than we did before, We're
being given another chance.

BILL: Tom, | dou’t see how a
Dark Age can follow a Golden Age.

ITAL: That's right. I thouglht eve-
lutian imeant progress.

TOM: It does. But the important
thing is that evolulion or growth
doesn’t proceed in a straight line,
like railroad tracks from Los Angeles
to New York...A fairly good ex-
planation of the process of evolution
is an ordinary spring—Jike the one
on your screen door. It is a spiral—
and in an upright position, each
curve progresses at a slightly higher
level than the last.

HAL: Then evolution proceeds
slowly——but always at a higher level.
So that no matier how slight the
progress may seent — still progress
has been made, Is that right, Tom?

TOM: Yes. Beceuse all evolition—
all growth—is slow and gradual—
and it includes spiritual, moral and
intellectual progress, as well as phy-
sical. Therefore, we must have a long-
range view of evolution. And though
Bill here seems to think the human
race has not made any progress be.
cause we still have wars and hates—
in the larger sense, nothing can slop
evolution. As Dr. de Purucker said,
“The ages of Eternity slowly stream
by"!
BILL: But we ouglht to be improv-
ing as people, as the ages stream by,
shouldn’t we? And why aren’t we?

TOM: The matier of wars, hates,
injustices, and so forth, is concerned
with Karman and Reincarnation.
Let me try to explain. In our long
evolutionary journey, we live many
times. And in those niany lives we
make many mistakes, such as sreed,
injustice, ignoring duties or obliga-
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tions and hurting someone—we may
ruin someone’s reputation and life
throush gossip-—we may be very sel-
fish—we may inflict our will upon
others to make them do wrong. These
are all mistakes we've made. And
all must be rectified. Nature is har.
mony and Dalance — and when we
distort that balance, make discord of
the harmony. we must some day set
it right. Awd we don’t make it right
in heaven ar hell. We make it right
in the VERY rLAck the mistakes were
made.

BH.L: But why?

TOM: Let me answer that with a
question. When a farmer sows sceds,
doesn’t lie harvest his crops whers
the seeds were sown? [le dnesn’t
move fo another farm in another
state to do it. 1l jost isn't logical.
And let me give von a word of ad-
vice ... In logic there iz strength.
Don’t accept as Truth anythine that
seems illogical to vou. Question it
By questioning amdl pondering, some-
limes tllogical things bring out won-
derful facts and truths, But don’t
necessarily believe a thing just be-
cause someone savs it is so. We have
minds to THINK wilh-—and we should
use them.

BILL: But how can we know liow
far along in evolulion we are?

HAL: [ think yeu've reached the
HUMAN slage, ill,

(Loughs)

BILL: Sometimes I wonder, Whal
I mean is: ow do | know how much
of 2a worm I am?

(Langhs)

TOAL: Well. Bill. vou're a bit stub-
horn about Reincarnation—hut U've
known vyou long enough to know
you're a eaod ~uv—ryou don't have to
worry anyway. However. if you want
to find out about yourself, stvny
vourself. We all should do more of
it. You can measure vourself, Bill,
by your character. Analyze vyour
faults and virtues, your weaknesses
and strengths, your sense of duty
and eblization, your degree of tol
erance and sympathetic understand.
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ing of your fellowmen. When you tentional, some hecause of ignorance.
get the answer—that will give you Just the same, all mistakes must he
some idea of your stage of evo- rectified. This results in pain, suffer-
lution—ijust ow much you've accom- inpg and troubles. And through these
plished in your many lives. hard knocks he learns the wisdom
BILL: That doeso’t tell us though of honesty, sympaiby, forebearance,
who we've been before—whether a  unseklishness, compassion and self-
king, a servant, a priest, a musician, control.
or what. And that’s what is interest- BILL: And wars, crimes, and
things like that are setf-imposed mis-

ing.
TOM: Bill, what difference does it takes that men make.
make who or what you've BEENT The TOM: Mistakes that they make,

im portant thing is what are you Now.  and must rectily. We're al} part of the
The details are terribly unimportant.  human race, all contributing 1o the
Because 2’01:’re a prince in one life, faulls and virlnes of the world. And
vou won't necessarily be a KING in  it’s up Lo each person to change his
vour pext! You may be a pauper— own way of life for the better, The
or a gardener. It all depends on what  desire must come [rom within the
EXPERIENCE vou need ta improve your  heart of each person. And 1 must
real Self—what lessons you require. .make i1 clear, that Theosophy's mis-
I vou've lad an operation, do you sion is to REMIND men to look wilhin
want to dwell on how many surgical for the truths already there, hidden
instruments the doctor used, how or igunered, Reincarnation, Evolution
inany stitches he took, how manv  and Kamman are keys that will un-
days vou were in the hospital, and Jock the doors to the treasure chest
so forth? Of course mot. The only of TRUTH.

worlhwhile [uct is that NOw you are HAL: Strikes me it takes courape
vouy want lo forget you were ever TOM;: It does
sick, Isn't that so? Y e \ .
) BILL: Sure it i BILL: Well. I've decided to stop
_ «bi oure 1t 1s. being an ostrich, burving my head

HAL: Well. Tom, the most im- i the sands of fear. I admit I've
portanl things lo remember, as I see  heen afraid of Reincarnation and
il ave these: That all men are en-  Karman hecanse thev might disturh
saged in a tremendously long eve- (he serenity of my life.
lfl{{m"ar}; 'Ol'llme}’ l‘h‘.;l Snfm;').d?v.‘“:l” HAL: Sowmecone once said that con-
:'}i € "Ef 0' "EI. P}Dl‘ als o 'fvim ?r tentment, carried lo extreme, can be.

en we wonl Dhe men iy 10NACT. ppna tlie viee of self-satisfaction.
We will have graduated from the TOM: Well. I woubdn’t put it that
human stage of evolution into a : well, woulan pulht Tha

: d : wav—Dbut it is troe that somelimes
higher grade.

o we have lo be aroused from our leth-

FOM: Yes. arey

HAL: During that long journey, Bv-
we live and die many times. All jour-
nevs are tiring. And abeut 70-0dd
years is about as long a \rip as man
can lake al one lime. So he dies, in
order 1o rest and recuperate. Then he ,dﬂr‘fome slu,d)'m;s of my own.
comes hack, and picks up where le TOM: It's been a privilege to meet
left off. Right? and exchange ideas about the teach-
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TOM: Yes. ings of Theosoply.

. . : R T4 f
NAL: During the 70-year journeys HAL: We'll get together again.

he makes many wistakes—some in- (Ad lib goodbyes from all.)
11

RILL: T am-—and thanks for aoll
you've done, Tom.
HAL: You bet—and you can be
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THOUGHTS BY

“Passing through a little country
town one day, attention was called
to a very healed argunent that was
going on, in front of the General
Store. It was in the days just hefore
the recent National blections, As
Stop, Look and Listen, is the axiom
that the IFayfarer follows, a halt was
called, Tor a8 few minutes. Back and
forward went the argument, heing
carried on by two opposing partisans
of ihe two principal Political Parties.
Bitter invectives were indulged in by
hoth. Each one contented himsell
with attacking the other party. Neither
had anything Constructive 10 offer,
Both were satisfied with trying 1o tear
to pieces the other fellow’s candidate.
INSINCERITY was depicted on their
faces, in their words and by the tone
of their voices. Sadly, the Wayfarer
continued his trek towards a place
uncontaminated by Tumankind.

Such a place was found heside a
gurgling hrook, and in the shade of
a spreading tree. Pondering over this
matter of man’s comnton INSINCERITY
in all he says and does, attention was
catled to the teemdng non-human life
that abounded all around. The brook
was full of little fisl, the ground
was covered with little ants. Insects
of winged variety flew about on all
sides. Small animals darned here and
there. Birds chirped happily in all
the trees. There was no INSINCERITY
here. Tlere was no PRETENSE. Only
NATURALNESS,

Even the varied vegetation was ah-
solutely siNcere in all its actions,
The comman weed did not ape the
beautiful flower; the Towly bush. did
not pretend to be a tree. The litlle
fishes were content 1o he just that,
and the ants went about their per-
sonal affairs with a true siNcerrry of
Purpese, which was to look afier their
own kind and not bather to try and
muke others over 1o represent ants,

SINCERITY everyiwhere, except in the
Kingdom of Man. Why? Even the
most viclous forms of animal life—
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THE WAYSIDE

probably the King Cobra and the
Scorpion—do not try to conceal their
true nature, and do not claim to be
anything that they are not. They are
all frankly vicious, Even they are
SINCERE,

As always, Nature gives the answer
to the prollem. The teeming animal
world, and the congested vegetable
kingdom, are not possessed of a self-
canscions MIND. Then if a lack of
Mine produces SINCERITY, and the
possession of it produces INSINCERITY,
we have the key to our solution. At
once we remember that very small
children are always SINCERE — their
minds have not yet developed. llven
the very primitive peoples of the
world are usually animated by abso.
lute siNCERITY Only in our very
complex so-called civilized Nations,
where MIND runs riot, does INSIN-
CERITY exisl,

Now Nature makes no mistakes, so
we cannol blume the marvelons pift
of minn, We must blame some oliwvious
misuse of it. Then we remember that
all those we know, or read about,
who have heen dominated more by
the HEART than the mind, are always
found 1o be sincere people. Lineoln,
for instance. We also know that the
LIEART is responsive to SOUL impulses,
and at once our problem is salved.
The sunp still needs the “Gentle
breezes of souL wisdom”™ o govern
it; instead of allowing the mind to
run wild and concenlrate on male-
rial things alone. The Ming is dual;
part is to contral the body, and part
to aspire upward awd so conlact the
soul, Whenever it does il, SINCEREITY
follows,

MOKAL—SINCERITY comes {rom the
heart, and not from the mind, Wlen
it dominates the heing, the Mmp be.
comes HONEST. When the mind le.
comes HONEST, the body aels with
JUSTICE.

And that’s just reasonable The.

osophy.
The Wayfarer.
e .




dodge No. 60 - New Place of Meetings

We are glad to announce to all our friends that wew and larger quarters have now
been zecured for the various activities of onr Lodge, Hencelorith onur Lodge Meetings and
Public Lectures will be hebd in the KNIGNHTS OF PYTHIAS NIALYL, 265 SOUITH WESTERN AVENUF,
ensily accessible Iy Western Ave. Bus and Car Lines R and S, Vhe new ynarters are
comlortable and well adapled 1o our werk,

On February 2nd, the Lodge had a Jlouse-Warming Party at the new location. Close
to 150 people were present. We were {avored with exquisite guiter selections by our friend-
composer, Sefior Luis Elorriaga, who alse presemted his talented popil Teresita Uevarrn,
wha played and sang for us. Mrs. B, W. de Hoos, of the Hotterdam Couservatory of
Music, tnepired us with her beautiful singing, Onur goed Iriends Iypm Amerien’s Native
Raccs, Whilellower {Vonca 'Jribe, Nebraska), Ro Mere {PPotnwatomie Tribe, Kousns),
and Younpplant (Hopi Tribe, Arizonal, gave us some remarkable sywmbaolical danees ol
their Race, accormpanied with native music,

In removing our quarters to a new location, the Lodze wishes 1o express pur combined
pratitude to Judge Frank C. Finlayson and s gracious wife, Groce Finlaysen, for their
unisual hospitality over a period of severs! years. It is in their home that Lodge No, 60
had jts incepiion and grew 1o its present size. Without their patient and sustained efforts
this growth would not have heen possihle. (See page 2 Jor schedule af mectings and

tectures}.

“Star Habits and Orbits”

by
L. Gordon Pluinmer & Charles J. Ryan

We wish to recommend very highly this splendid little book, a valuable
addition to our Theosophica!l library. The average person, which means the
average student of Tleosophy also, has ouly a hazy notion regarding the
simplest facls of Astronomy. No thorough understanding of the deeper teach.
ings of the Ancient Wisdom can possibly be arrived at withoul ot Jeast some
knowledge concerning the visible structure and behavior of planels and stars.
This new book Blls this nced. It should be studicd by every member of our
Soctety. It is simple, non-technical, yet scientifically correct, and adds the
occult backdrop of the whole subject. It combines the usual clarity of Plutn-
mer's style, wilth the unimpeachable scientific accuracy of Dr. Ryan’s state-

nments,

This hook has another unusual feature. It opens with a Foreword by our
great (riend, Dr. Gustal Strémberg, the distinguished astronomer of DMount
Wilson Observatory. Everyone interested in the correlation of modern Science
with the Ancient Wisdom should pay specinl attention to bis words, which
are those of one of the most progressive and spiritually minded thinkers in
the field of today’s Science. It is in the scientific outlook of Striimberg’s type

that Theosophy finds its greatest ally,




