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Hear ye all this moral maxim, and having heard it keep 

it well: Whatsoever is displeasing to yourselves never do to 
another.—Bstan-hgyur, v. 123, leaf 174.

Let us now unite in the practice of what is good, cherish­
ing a gentle and sympathizing heart, and carefully cultivat­
ing good faith ana righteousness.— Travels o f Fo-hien, c .j q .
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A LITTLE VISION.

I
 s to o d  where my old and wise friend had been, and as I listened 

in the silence the strong deep tones of a great organ swept 
through the air. On the wings of sound came a noble being, 
youth and man in all the ages. He was clad in robes of white 
and in his hand bore high a golden wand, from the tip of which 
blazed forth a silver star. “ Look at the light, look not at any­
thing else”, he said. Then the organ tones changed to the furi­
ous hissing of a storm, and black clouds rolling up obliterated 
everything except the pure white star which blazed high over all. 
“ Look at the light; fear not”, came his voice. “ Nothing can 
hurt it, for it is not of earth.” The storm swept all away, then 
rushed off to the distance, and the beautiful, -wise, strong, and 
ancient being vanished also. Yet far off the faint but dominating 
sound of a great diapason could be heard. It was the singing of 
the faithful choristers of the Lodge, those who know not fear and 
have left sorrow behind.

A m a r a n .



THE KALI YUGA.

A c o r r e sp o n d e n t  is confused on this subjedt from the state­
ment in What is Theosophy by Mr. Old, that we are in the 

midst of the Iron or Black Age. Doubtless his sentence, which 
is on page 28 of the book, is misleading, because “ kali” means 
“ black”, and hence it would seem that he meant we are now in 
the middle of Kali Yuga, but reading further it is seen that he 
refers only to the first part of the Age. Kali Yuga is in length 
432,000 years according to the old Indian calculation, and we are 
now coming to the end of its first five thousand years, that prelim­
inary period being reckoned from the death of Krishna. In pass­
ing, it may be justly thought that this five thousand year period 
is the origin of the idea of the Hebrews that the world is about 
that age, just as the Greeks in the time of Solon imagined that 
all things had to count from their former great cataclysm, but 
which the Egyptian priests showed to Solon was incorrect, for, as 
they said, “ There had been many great cataclysms before that”.

In the Secret Doctrine is to be found this: “ The fourth sub­
race was in Kali Yuga when destroyed ”, This is not amenable 
to objection on the ground that we who are not that race are in 
Kali, for each race goes through the various Ages for itself; hence 
the former races, both primary and sub-, go through all the four 
periods from the Golden to the Black.

It must follow from this, and such is the oldest teaching on 
the subjedt, that at one and the same time races may be on the 
earth running each for itself through one or other of the periods. 
Some might be in the Golden Age and others in the Black. At 
present it is admitted that the Aryans are in the Kali Age, but 
certain childlike races are not so. Within the present five thous­
and year period we know that races have absolutely finished their 
Kali Yuga and gone out of existence. This happened to that 
which ruled a part of the American continent, and hence for them 

.in particular their Kali Yuga must have begun earlier than ours 
did. The Hottentots also disappeared during our memory. This 
method of considering the subjedt will clear it up, leaving only to 
be settled for each race the period which they are in, or the begin­
ning and ending of it.. And, as said, for the Aryans the great 
Kali Yuga began five thousand (odd) years ago.

To find out when the great Kali Yuga for the major race in­



eluding all its sub-races began would be impossible, as there are 
no means, and H.P.B., the only one for the present who had 
access to those who held the records, said precise figures on those 
heads would not be given out. But she and also those behind her 
who gave her so much information laid it down, as in accord with 
the philosophy of nature given out, that a division into four was 
the order for evolution in respedt to the life of races, and hence 
that each great race, whatever its number in the whole seven, 
would be compelled to go through the four periods from the Satya 
to Kali, while at the same time the minor races had the same 
division, only that each part would be shorter than those pertain­
ing to the great race as a whole. For that reason it seems plain 
that the figures for the various Ages (or Yugas) are only such as 
relate to and govern the sub- or minor races.

The overlapping of races as to their particular Yuga (or Age) 
can be easily seen in history. When the whites came to America 
the Indians were in their stone age in some places, using stone 
hammers, spears, knives, and arrows. Even in cultured South 
America the priests used stone knives for use at the sacrifices. 
We, however, had gone far beyond that. The red Indian of North 
America would have remained wholly in the stone age had we not 
altered it to some extent while we proceeded as instruments for 
his annihilation. Therefore in our own period we have examples 
of two races being in different Ages while living at the same time 
on the globe.

The foregoing is the general scheme outlined in the Secret 
Doctrine, where there are numerous pages showing that when a 
new race, whether a sub or a major one, comes in it does so 
while many of the old race still exist, the one gradually rising in 
development while the other falls. They shade into one another 
as night does into day, until at last either night or day predom­
inates. This period of shading is allowed for in regard to the 
Ages, and in the Brahmanical calculation we find that they add 
twilights and dawns, since preceding a new Age there must be 
the dawn, as following it will come the twilight. The twilight 
of the one will be the dawn of the other.

Using the Zodiac for the purpose of considering the question 
of the Ages, we find that, roughly speaking, the time taken by 
the sun to go round the whole circle is 25,800 years, as shown by 
the retrograde movement of the equinoctial points. This is the 
type for the yearly circle, which makes the four seasons and the 
four seasons in their turn symbolize the four Ages. Their length 
will be in proportion to the greater swing of the sun. Among the



seasons the winter corresponds to the Kali Age, for then all is 
turned hard and cold, just as in the Black Age, the light of the 
Spiritual Sun being dimmed, the hardness and coldness of materi­
ality appear in the moral life. Now if the sidereal period be divi­
ded by four, we have the figures 6450 years, or the five-thousand- 
year period with the requisite twilight or dawn added. And it 
was taught by the Egyptians that with every quarter of the circle 
of the Sun’s great path there were changes caused physi.cally by 
the alteration of the poles, and spiritually there must be changes 
due to the inner development of the human race as an entirety. 
While the materialistic philosopher thinks the changes would be 
due to the movement of the poles, the teaching from the Lodge is 
that the spiritual inner changes cause the physical ones through 
the appropriate means; in this case those means are in the move­
ments of the great heavenly bodies. This is because the whole 
Cosmos is on the same grand plan, with all its parts working to­
gether, each in its own way.

For the present, students will have to be satisfied with the 
general statement that we are in Kali Yuga. The characteristics 
of the present time show it clearly enough, for while physical 
civilization is high the spiritual side of it is low and dark, and sel­
fishness is the prevailing order. None of us can really pretend to 
know more than this, for while we have the Brahmanical calcula­
tion and the words of the Secret Doctrine, yet that is taking the 
word of another, plausible, of course, and also concordant with 
all other parts of the system, but still not of our own knowledge. 
The beginning of this Age and the time of its ending are dark to 
us; but the general theory, sufficient for our present needs, is per­
fectly clear, and as good an assumption as any of those indulged 
in by science, — certainly better than the incredible ideas of the 
theologian. Of one thing we are getting more and more proof 
each day, and that is of the immense period during which man 
has been on the earth, and with that admitted all the great cyclic 
lengths given by the ancient and modern Theosophists of weight 
are entitled to credence.

We can also get great comfort from the theory given out at 
various times, that in Kali Yuga a small effort goes farther for 
results than the same when made in a better Age. In the other 
Ages the rates of all things are slower than in this; hence, evil 
now seems quick; but in the same way good is also much quicker 
in effedt and reach than in a slower time.



WILL MASTERS’ HELP BE WITHDRAWN 
IN 1898 UNTIL 197^?

THE theory is widely known among the members of the Soci­
ety that at the close of each century a spiritual movement 

is made in the world by the Mahatmas, which begins with the 
last twenty-five years of the century and does not in that form 
begin again after the close of twenty-five years until the last quar­
ter of the following period. But this has been exaggerated and 
much misunderstood. Some, indeed many, go so far as to con­
clude that then in the course of the next few years the Mahatmas 
will entirely recede from all work in the world and leave us all to 
our fate. One person went so far as to argue that it meant the 
coming of the sixth race in ’ 98, and hence asked how it could be, 
or what matter it would be, as the sixth race would have suffi­
cient knowledge of itself. But the major part seem to think that 
no help will be given after that time. I think this is incorre6t, 
and will try to explain it as it was explained to me by the promul­
gator of the theory, H.P.B.

The Masters are governed by the law' of a6tion and rea6tion, 
and are wise enough always not to do that which might result in 
undoing all their prior work. The law of rea6tion applies as 
much to the mind of man as to physical things and forces. By 
going too far at any one time with the throwing-out of great 
force in the mental plane, the consequence would be that a reac­
tion of superstition and evil of all sort would undo everything. 
Superstition rules yet in the world, and the world is not confined 
for the Masters to the Western peoples. In the West, following 
the historical cycles, a great and definite effort is made among the 
people—for instance, as the Theosophical Society—so as to aid 
the psychical and spiritual development of man. Among other 
reasons for not keeping up the display of much force is that if it 
went too far many unprepared persons whose moral senses are 
not rightly governed would take up with all our theories and 
follow them out along the lines of pure selfishness for business 
and other purposes.

For that reason, among others, H.P.B. began to slacken her 
phenomena some time before her departure, although to my own 
certain knowledge she was able to do them to the last, and did do 
many of them, and some of the most wonderful sort, up to the



last. But publicly it was not so. Some have taken on them­
selves to say that the reason for this alteration was because
she came to the conclusion it was a mistake to do them, but I do 
not believe this at all. It was a part of a well-understood cam­
paign and order.

At the end of the twenty-five years the Masters will not send 
out in such a wide and sweeping volume the force they send dur­
ing the twenty-five years. But that does not mean they will 
withdraw. They will leave the ideas to germinate in the minds 
of the people at large, but never will they take away from those 
who deserve it the help that is due and given to all. However,
many will have gone on further by that time than others, and to 
those who have thus gone on from altruism and unselfish devo­
tion to the good of the race continual help and guiding will be 
given. Many, however, in and out of the T.S. will continue so 
selfish and personal that they will have to content themselves 
with what they will get from others and from the general devel­
opment. H.P.B. was quite definite on this. It agrees with his­
tory. During all the centuries there have been many persons 
who have had direct and valuable help from Masters, and to sup­
pose that at the end of our first twenty-five years all of that will 
be finished is an absurdity in itself. W. Q. J.

H. P. B. frequently remarked in my hearing with regard to 
this question, that the work done during the last twenty-five 
years of each century by the Masters and occultists generally 
belonging to the Brotherhood was public -work or work as nearly 
public as it could be made, according to the age and enlighten­
ment of the people with which they had to deal. At all times 
they assisted and labored with individuals. In other words : Dur­
ing the last twenty-five years the conditions in the mental and 
psychic world are such as to allow work with large bodies of per­
sons, whereas after that the work is more or less confined to the 
few. This is because it is then the Spring-time of the Cycle, 
when good and evil tendencies and changes come rapidly into 
existence. But always there have been attempts made to create 
an Order or association which should be able to live and carry on 
the work on the original lines from one century to the other. So 
far, then, from withdrawing Their help, Their desire is to con­
tinue to give it, not only after the close of the cycle, but always 
and at every time. It is the cyclic conditions only that prevent 
the influx of spiritual wisdom after the close of the cycle.



But she'also said that the amount of power put out was enough 
to keep the world thinking on these matters far into the coming 
century, giving as example a train—running at full speed—hav­
ing its steam shut off ; it would continue to run for a long dis­
tance after that if left to itself. And the work will not by any 
means end direCtly the cycle is ended. On the contrary, she said 
the endeavor is to educate a number of persons who will be able 
to preserve the spirit of Theosophical endeavor and keep in touch 
with the Masters from the close of one public attempt to the begin­
ning of another. This, she declared, is the meaning of the words 
spoken by one of the adepts— “ So long as three persons remain 
true to the Brotherhood, the Theosophical Society will continue to 
live”. And if this is Their promise it only remains for each mem­
ber to become one of these three in order that the Society should' 
continue to receive the aCtive help of the Masters all the time.

If it is remembered that it is not because Masters withdraw 
Their help at all that there is not so much work done at one 
time as another, but because it is less possible to make changes in 
the psychic atmosphere during certain seasons than in others, then 
the rest is perfectly clear. And in order that the Society shall 
live and continue active as it now is into the next century we have 
but to educate ourselves as Followers of the Light. ,

C l a u d e  F a l l s  W r i g h t .

THE MAGIC MIRROR.
A FAITHFUL RECORD OF A STRANGE EXPERIENCE.

T
h e r e  is an element of superstition in my nature. I confess 

it at the outset. Were I to conceal the faCt, you might be 
at a loss to account for the motives that prompted me, an other­

wise staid young man of twenty-four, to consult a fortune-teller 
at a critical juncture in my affairs. I had never before, nor have 
I ever since, resorted to this method of drawing aside the veil of 
the future. I am more inclined, I think, to follow the dictates of 
common-sense in matters of grave importance than to rely implic­
itly, as so many do, upon the advice and prediction of astrologers 
and clairvoyants. That I nevertheless adopted the latter course 
in the instance to which I am about to direCt your attention, is 
therefore to be taken as an indication that I had been confronted 
with an alternative more than usually perplexing to my judgment.

And no wonder that it should be so; for when, early in Sep­



tem ber, I w as handed a cable m essage from  a w idow ed aunt of 
w ealth  and influence in Buffalo , N .Y .,  in form ing me that a situa­
tion had been secured for me as head accountant in w hat after­
w ards proved to be one of the larg e  grain  elevators of that city,
I w as p lunged at once into a sea of doubt as to m y fitness for so 
responsible a post. Y ou  w ill understand this better w hen I say 
that at the tim e m entioned I w as filling the subordinate position 
of foreign  correspondent and invoice-clerk in the office of the 
M essrs. Sloan, m anufacturers of linen staples, in the city  of Man­
chester. I had been in their em ploy for nearly  two years, and 
seein g no prospedt of advancem ent I had w ritten to m y aunt, Mrs. 
M indham , with the above result.

P rev iou s to m y fa th er ’s death, w hich occurred some three years 
before, I had v isited  m y aunt in his com pany, and had awakened 
in the old la d y ’s breast a w arm  interest in m y w elfare . I attrib­
uted this exhibition of kindly fee lin g  on h er part m ore to a certain 
agreeab le  livelin ess of disposition, habitual w ith m e, than to the 
obligations of kinship or the ties of blood.

I had been w ell-educated besides, and possessed in addition a 
natural aptitude for business and a shrew dness of judgm ent far 
beyond m y years and experience— qualities, b y  the w ay, that were 
not lost upon m y discern ing and appreciative aunt.

A fte r  our return  to M anchester, at the suggestion  of m v father 
I opened correspondence w ith M rs. M indham , which she acknowl­
edged w ith m any expressions of regard. T h e re a fte r  I never 
fa iled  to w rite to her once ev ery  m onth, and when at last I was 
com pelled to convey to her the sad intelligence of m y  father’s 
death, she assured m e in rep ly  that henceforth m y in terests should 
be hers, and hinted vagu ely  at the possib ility  of secu rin g employ­
m ent for me in B uffalo , m ore in keeping w ith w h at she was 
p leased  to call m y “ superior abilities ” .

T h ere fo re  it was no surprise to m e to learn that she had taken 
steps looking to the betterm ent of m y prospedts. I expedted 
nothing m ore than an ordinary clerksh ip  at the start, but that she 
should have succeeded in placing me at a single bound in the 
h ighest position of trust in an establishm ent of pradtically  unlim­
ited m eans, w as alm ost beyond belief.

I could not, h ow ever, doubt the evidences of m y senses. There 
it w as in black and white before m y eye s:

A lfred  Rawson,
Sloan’s, Manchester.

T ake passage immediately. E n gaged  as chief bookkeeper for Buckley 
Bros. & Baker. S a r a h  M i n d h a m .



I  w as litera lly  staggered  by the news. F o r som e m om ents I 
sat like one in  a stupor, m y eyes fixed upon the little yellow  paper 
on m y desk. W hen m y thoughts had returned to their ordinary 
channel, m y first m ove w as to ascertain who m y fu tu re  em ployers 
w ere, and w hat w as the nature of their business. U pon consulting 
a copy of B rad street’s R eports, I w as p erp lexed  at the d iscovery 
that no such firm was quoted in the seven pages g iven  up to the 
city  of Buffalo . I show ed the m essage to m y fellow  clerks, who 
w ent over the list w ith m e a second tim e, but w ithout any better 
success. B rad street, it w as plain, had no know ledge of the ex ist­
ence of m y em ployers to be.

F in a lly  I laid  the cablegram  before the senior Sloan. H e read  
it ca re fu lly , w h ile a sligh t shade of annoyance passed over h is  
features. I t  qu ickly  g a ve  place, how ever, to a gen ial sm ile, and, 
ris in g  from  his desk, he shook m e w arm ly  by the hand.

“ I congratu late you, m y b o y ” , he said, “ yo u ’re in luck. B u t 
your gain  w ill be our loss, I ’m so rry  to say. W hat’s that ? W h at’s  
th a t?  C an ’t find the firm in B rad stree t’s?  Y o u ’ve  certainly- 
overlooked it ” , he continued, running his eye through the B ’s. 
“ N o, it m ust be a new  concern, or perhaps the business has late ly  
changed hands. L e t ’s see if  w e can find the nam e B u ck ley  an y­
w h ere .”  W e looked ca re fu lly  along, colum n after column. S u d ­
denly I startled m y em ployer with a h alf-suppressed  exclam ation  
of trium ph. “  I ’ve found it ! I ’ve  found it ! ” , I cried, pointing- 
to an en try  under the fo llow in g caption : “  E n terp rise  G rain  E le ­
vator (R oss, B uck ley , &  B uck ley , P ro p r ’s . ) . . . A a .”

“ Y e s ” , said Mr. S loan, “ th ey m ust be the parties w e ’re look­
in g  for. B u ck ley  B ros. &  B ak er h ave  no doubt succeeded th e 
firm  quoted here. W orth a m illion and over, too. I t ’s a g ran d  
opportunity. W e shall be so rry  to lose you, though, but of course, 
A lfre d , you m ust go. Com e to m e w hen you are read y  and 
I w ill g iv e  you a letter of recom m endation to your new  em ­
p lo yers, although I presum e it w ill be o f no serv ice to you u n d er 
the circu m stan ces.”  •

T h an k in g  Mr. Sloan  for his thoughtfu lness I returned to m y  
desk, and shortly  th ereafter le ft the office to m ake preparations 
for m y  departure.

O ddly enough, the new s of m y good fortune did not fill m e 
w ith any g re a t m easure of satisfaction. I fe lt depressed instead 
of elated. I w as harassed w ith doubts and anxieties. P erh a p s 
I should prove m yse lf u tterly  incom petent to d ischarge the duties 
o f th e h igh position m y o verly  sanguine aunt had obtained for me. 
A fte r  a ll, w h at did I know of A m erica , its people, its busin ess



m ethods, its in stitu tion s? “ It w ould be m ad n ess” , I whispered 
to m yself, as I h urried in the diredtion o f m y lodgings, “ to give 
up an assured certa in ty  for w hat m ight turn  out to be the veriest 
uncertainty im aginable. N o, I w on ’t go. I ’ll stay  r ig h t here in 
M an ch ester. ”

I w alked on a few  steps. “ F o o l! ”  som ething seem ed to hiss 
in m y ear. “ I w on’t g o ” , I said firm ly, increasing m y pace.
“  Y o u  m ust g o ” , said the voice, auth oritatively . “  I f  I do I may 
s ta r v e ” , I argued . “ I f  you don’t you w ill s ta r v e ” , retorted the 
vo ice  with logical acum en.

In  such a state o f un certainty  I reached m y lodgings. A s­
cen d in g to m y room I locked the door and threw  m yself on the 
bed. T h ere  I w restled  with the subjedt till n igh tfa ll without 
a rr iv in g  at a decision.

In  this dilem m a I recolledted that shortly  before I had seen the 
A dvertisem ent of a certain cla irvoyante w ith an unpronounceable 
H indu nam e. T h is  wom an, who sty led  h erse lf the “ Seeress of 
G ondw ana ” , professed to reveal the future through the instru­
m entality  of a m agic m irror. S tran g e  tales had often  reached 
m e from  friends in India concerning the m arvellous properties of 
these m irrors, and I w as therefore inclined to g iv e  credence, in 
som e sm all degree at least, to the claim s of the wom an in 
question.

It  w as but the w ork of a m om ent or two to find h er card in a 
pile of new spapers on m y w riting-tab le. T h ere  w as the Hindu 
nam e in all its unpronounceableness, relieved  only by the announce­
m ent in a footnote, “ A ll  lan guages spoken ” . I should at least 
escape the custom ary gibberish  of the foreign  charlatan , then. 
A n d  so I noted the address of the fortune-teller in  m y d iary, which 
I had not carried farth er than the third w eek in the new year. 
H a v in g  done so I betook m yse lf to bed w ith the firm  determ ina­
tion to visit the m adam e on the m orrow , and ch allenge fa te  to 
g iv e  up the secrets of the m isty years  beyond.

Sh o rtly  a fte r  b reak fast the next m orn ing I set out fo r  the 
quarters of the c lairvoyante. M y route led m e through  one of 
the poorer sedtions of the city. A fte r  a brisk  w alk  of h a lf  an 
hour I reached m y destination.

T h e  appearance of the place, which w as a ram shackle cottage 
in a narrow  and ill-conditioned street, w as certa in ly  not calcu lated  
to inspire m e with m uch confidence in the pow ers of the self­
styled  seeress of Gondw ana.

I w as not to be dissuaded from  m y purpose, how ever, b y  the 
unfavorable aspedt of the surroundings, and so I d o g ged ly  m ade



m y w ay through a crow d of je e r in g  sm all boys up a short flight 
o f wooden steps that led to the entrance. I  glanced at the tin 
sign  upon the panel of the door to assure m yse lf that I had m ade 
no m istake in  the location. N o ; there was the lon g H indu nam e 
m ore unpronounceable than ever, it seem ed, and underneath it 
the cheering assurance that the vocabu lary  of the m adam e w as 
not confined to her native tongue.

N e rv in g  m yself for the approaching ordeal, I pulled the bell 
resolutely, w hile m y h eart thum ped like a battering-ram  against 
m y ribs. Scarce ly  had I released m y hold upon the knob before 
the door opened, and I w as ushered into a narrow  h allw ay  by a 
yo u n g  w om an in the attire o f a housem aid.

I enquired for the m adam e. She led m e into a front room , off 
from  the hall, and bade me be seated w hile she notified her m is­
tress of m y presence.

L e ft  to m yself, 1 took a hasty su rvey  of the room. E v id e n tly  
fo rtune-telling , even  when accom panied by the seductions of a 
m agic m irror, was not a lu crative occupation in M anchester. 
T h ere  was nothing in the furn ish ings of the apartm ent at all su g ­
g e stive  o f the business carried on there. A  few  odd sticks of 
furn iture, h alf a dozen prim -looking chairs, a rickety  table, a 
thread-bare carpet, a few  cheap irre levan t pictures, and a pair of 
h eavy, queerly-figured  curtains h an ging  across the entrance to an 
inner room, m ade up the sum -total of the visib le possessions of 
the prophetess.

J  ust as I had com pleted this m ental in ven tory  of m y surround­
in gs, the h eavy  draperies w ere pushed aside and the m adam e h er­
se lf stood before me.

Sh e w as a stockily-built, dark-skinned wom an of m iddle age, 
unquestionably of oriental origin , w ith plain but m obile features, 
and an abundance of g lossy-black  h air coiled upon the top of her 
head, w here it was held in position by a dull gold pin in the shape 
o f a serpent w ith its tail in its mouth.

She w as of quite g racefu l carriage  for one so bu lky, and her 
long, loose gow n of taw ny red, fan c ifu lly  striped with black, lent a 
becom ing d ign ity  to h er ponderous figure.

B u t the distinguishing characteristic of the wom an was her 
eyes, which w ere large , lum inous, and intensely m agnetic. A  
n am eless thrill pervaded m y entire system  as I encountered for the 
first tim e the gaze o f those star-like orbs, sh in ing out, as they did, 
from  the dark background of the curtains like balls of liquid fire.

A s  she advanced tow ard me I m ade no attem pt to rise, but re ­
m ained spell-bound in m y chair, seem in gly  rooted to the spot.



“ W hat is w a n ted ?”  she asked in a low voice that w as posi­
tiv e ly  m usical in its cadences.

T h is  pertinent inquiry had the effeCt of bringing m e back to 
a  proper realization o f m y position, and with a half-muttered 
apology for m y apparent inciv ility , I rose to m y feet and in a few 
b rief, business-like words stated the objedt of visit.

“ Y ou  w ish to consult m e regard in g  your fu tu re ?”  repeated 
the ow ner of the w onderful eyes a fte r m e, with the sam e rhyth­
m ical intonation, as she pocketed the fee I had proffered h er mean­
while. “ V e ry  w ell, then. Step  this w ay, if  you p lease .”

W ith a beating .heart I follow ed m y guide behind the all-con­
cealing curtains, and found m yself in a little  dark cham ber, as 
d iverse  in ch aracter from  the one I had just left as could well be 
conceived.

It  w as a square room of sm all dim ensions, certa in ly  not over 
ten feet in breadth. W ith the exception of a dim  circu lar objeft 
in the m iddle of the floor, and a m antel in one corner on which 
w ere crow ded a num ber o f curious H indu idols and a few  attrac­
tive specim ens of the antique dinanderie, or m etal w ork of eastern 
lands, it w as en tire ly  devoid of furniture.

W hat little  ligh t w as allow ed to enter flickered feeb ly  through 
the m eshes o f a gau zy  yellow ish  curtain  that hung in thick folds 
before the window. T h e  four w alls, and even  the ceiling, were 
draped with a peculiar purple-tinted stuff, em broidered in gold 
thread with m ystical lotus blossom s, system atica lly  dispersed over 
the surface of the cloth. D ireCtly above the circu lar objeCt I have 
m entioned, at the distance of som e s ix  feet from  the floor, a bright 
seven-pointed silver star hung suspended from  the ceiling by a 
slender wire.

S t . G e o r g e  B e s t .

(  To be concluded.)

CONVERSATIONS ON OCCULTISM.

St u d e n t . — W hat is the effeCt of try in g  to develop the p o w er of 
seeing in the astral light before a person is in itiated ?

Sage.— Seein g  in the astral light is not done through M an as, 
but through the senses, and hence has to do en tire ly  w ith  sense- 
perception rem oved to a plane different from  this, but m o re  illu- 
sionary. T h e  final p erce iver or ju d g e  of perception is in  M an as, 
in the S e lf ;  and therefore the final tribunal is clouded b y  the



astral perception if  one is not so fa r  trained or initiated as to know 
the d ifference and able to tell the true from  the false. A noth er 
resu lt is a tendency to dw ell on this subtle sense-perception, which 
at last w ill cause an atrophy of M anas for the tim e being. " T h is  
m akes the confusion all the greater, and w ill delay any possible 
initiation all the m ore or forever. F urth er, such seeing is in the 
line of phenom ena, and adds to the confusion of the S e lf which is 
only b egin n in g to understand this l ife ; b y  attem pting the astral 
another elem ent of d isorder is added by m ore phenom ena due to 
another plane, thus m ix in g  both sorts up. T h e  E g o  m ust find its 
basis and not be sw ept off h ither and thither. T h e  constant re ­
version  of im ages and ideas in the astral ligh t, and the pranks of 
the elem entals there, unknow n to us as such and only seen in 
effedts, still again  add to the confusion. T o  sum  it up, the real 
d an ger from  which all others flow or follow  is in the confusion 
o f the E g o  b y introducing stran ge th ings to it before the tim e.

Student.—  H ow  is one to know w hen he gets real occult in for­
m ation from  the S e lf  within?

Sage.— Intuition m ust be developed and the m atter judged  
from  the true philosophical basis, for i f  it is contrary to true 
gen eral ru les it is w rong. It  has to be known from  a deep and 
profound analysis by  w hich we find out what is from  egotism  
alone and what is n ot; if  it is due to egotism , then it is not from  
the S p irit and is untrue. T h e  pow er to know does not come from  
book-study nor from  m ere philosophy, but m ostly from  the adtual 
practice of altruism  in deed, word, and th ou gh t; for that pradtice 
purifies the covers of the soul and perm its that ligh t to shine 
dow n into the brain-m ind. A s  the brain-m ind is the receiver in 
th e w aking state, it has to be purified from  sense-perception, and 
the truest w ay to do this is by  com bining philosophy with the 
h igh est outw ard and inw ard  virtue.

Student.—  T e ll me som e w ays b y which intuition is to be d evel­
oped.

Sage. —  F irst  of all b y  g iv in g  it exercise , and second by not 
using it for p u re ly  personal ends. E xe rc ise  m eans that it m ust be 
follow ed through m istakes and bruises until from  sincere attem pts 
at use it com es to its own strength. T h is  does not m ean that we 
can do w rong and leave the resu lts, but that a fter establish ing 
conscience on a rig h t basis by  fo llow ing the golden ru le, w e g iv e  
p lay  to the intuition and add to its strength. In ev itab ly  in this 
at first w'e w ill m ake errors, but soon if  we are sincere it w ill grow  
brigh ter and m ake no m istake. W e should add the study of the 
works o f those who in the past have trodden this path and found



out w hat is the real and w hat is not. T h e y  say  the S e lf  is the 
only reality . T h e  brain m ust be g iven  la rg e r  v iew s of life , as by 
the study of the dodtrine of reincarnation, since that g iv es a lim it­
less field to the possib ilities in store. W e m ust not on ly be unself­
ish, but m ust do all the duties that K arm a  has given  us, and thus 
intuition w ill point out the road of duty  and the true path of life.

Student.— A re  there any A d ep ts in A m erica  or E urope?
Sage.—  Y es, there are and a lw ays h ave been. B u t th ey have 

for the present kept them selves hidden from  the public gaze. 
T h e  real ones h ave a wide w ork to do in m any departm ents of life 
and in p rep arin g  certain persons who h ave a fu ture w ork to do. 
T h ough  th eir influence is wide they are not suspedted, and that 
is the w ay th ey w ant to w ork for the present. T h ere  are  some 
also who are at w ork w ith certain ind ividuals in som e o f the abo­
rig in a l trib es in A m erica , as am ong those are E g o s  who are to do 
still m ore w ork in another incarnation, and they m ust be prepared 
for it now. N oth in g is om itted b y these A depts. In  Europe it 
is the sam e w ay, each sphere o f w ork bein g governed  by the time 
and the place.

Student.— W hat is the m eaning of the five-pointed star?
Sage. — It is the sym bol of the hum an b ein g  who is not an 

A d ep t, but is now on the plane of the anim al nature as to his life- 
thoughts and developm ent inside. H ence it is the sym bol of 
the race. U pside down it m eans death or sym bolizes that. It also 
m eans, when upside down, the other or dark  side. It  is at the 
sam e tim e the cross endowed with the pow er of m ind, that is, man.

Student. —  Is  there a four-pointed star sym bol?
Sage.—  Y es. T h at is the sym bol o f the n ext kingdom  below 

m an, and pertains to the anim als. T h e  rig h t kind of clairvoyant 
can see both the five- and the four-pointed star. It  is all produced 
by the intersections of the lines or currents of the astral light 
em anating from  the person or being. T h e  four-pointed one 
m eans that the being h av in g  but it has not as yet developed 
M anas.

Student.—  H as the m ere figure of a five-pointed star any power 
in itse lf ? >

Sage. —  It has some, but v e ry  little. You  see it is  used by all 
sorts of people for tradem arks and the like, and for the purposes 
o f organizations, yet no resu lt follow s. It  m ust be adtually used 
by the m ind to be of any force or value. I f  so used, it carries 
with it the whole pow er of the person to whom it m ay belong.

Student.— W hy is the sw ord so much spoken of in pradtical 
O ccultism  by certain w riters?



Sage. —  M any indeed of these w riters m erely  repeat what they 
h ave read. B ut there is a reason, ju st as in w arfare the sword 
has m ore use fo r dam age than a club. T h e  astral ligh t corres­
ponds to water. I f  you try  to strike  in or under w ater with a 
club, it w ill be found that there is but little result, but a sharp 
kn ife w ill cut alm ost as w ell under w ater as out of it. T h e  fr ic ­
tion is less. So in the astral ligh t a sword used on that plane 
has m ore pow er to cut than a club has, and an elem ental for that 
reason w ill be m ore easily  dam aged by a sw ord than b y a club or 
a stone. B u t a ll of this re lates to th ings that are of no right 
value to the true studfent, and are indulged  in on ly by those who 
w ork in dark  m agic ot- foolish ly b y  those who do not quite know 
w hat th ey do. It is certain  that he who uses the sw ord or the 
club w ill be at last h urt by it. A n d  the lesson to be draw n is that 
w e m ust seek fo r the true S e lf  that knows all Occultism  and all 
truth , and has in itse lf the protecting shield  from  all dangers. 
T h a t is what the ancient S a g e s  sought and found, and that is what 
should be striven  a fte r b y  us.

WRONG POPULAR NOTIONS.

W h a t  are you r proofs ? ”  is often asked of the Theosophical 
student who believes in reincarnation  and K arm a, who 

holds to the existence of the astral body, and who thinks that evo­
lution dem ands a place in the cosmos for M ahatm as ( or great 
souls) as faCts and ideals. “ I f  you cannot prove reincarnation ju st 
as yon would a faCt in a court of law , I w ill not b e lie v e ” , says 
one, w hile another says, “ M ake such ob jective dem onstrations as 
science does, and then you m ay expeCt m e to agree with you 
B ut in truth all these objeCtors accept as proven  in the w ay  th ey 
dem and for Theosophy m any th ings which on a sligh t exam in a­
tion are seen to rest as much on theory and m etaphysical a rg u ­
m ent as do any of the doCtrines found in Theosophical literature. 
T h e  axiom s of m athem atics are u n p ro vab le ; the very  w ord a s ­
sum es that they h ave to be accepted. B e in g  accepted, we go 
fo rw ard  and on the basis of their unproved truth dem onstrate 
other and succedent m atters. T h e  theories o f m odern astronom y 
are taken as true because b y th eir m eans eclipses are foretold and 
other g re a t achievem ents of that science m ade possible. B ut 
m any centuries ago quite different theories of the relations and



m otions and structure of the heavens allow ed the old astronomers 
to m ake the sam e deductions. L e t  us exam ine a few  w ords and 
things.

THE ATOM.

T h e  atom  and the m olecule are  v e ry  influential w ords. They 
are  constantly used b y  people c la im ing to follow  science, but who 
in d ulge in criticism s on the uncertainties of Theosophical specu­
lation. Y e t  no one ev er saw  an atom  or a m olecule. T h e y  are 
accepted as fadts b y scien ce— ju st as the sp iritually-inclined  ac­
cept the existence of the invisib le  soul —  yet it  is im possible to 
ob jectively  prove either the one or the other. T h e y  are deemed 
to be proven  because th ey are necessary. B ut let a Theosophist 
say  that the astral body exists, and M ahatm as also, because both 
are n ecessary  in  evolution, and at once a dem and arises fo r  “ dem­
onstration ”  by  objedtive proofs.

THE SUN.

T h e  sun is  the apparent source of en ergy , and is  confidently 
supposed by m any to be a m ass of b urn ing m aterial. N o one, 
how ever, knows this to be so. N o one w as ever there, and the 
w hole set of theories regard in g  the lum in ary  rests on assump­
tions. M any natural fadts are against some of the theories. The 
great fadt that the h igh er the m ountain the m ore cold it is on top 
would be one, not w h olly  accounted fo r by theories as to radia­
tion. A n d  w hen we rem em ber the great, the im m ense, difference 
betw een the various scientific estim ates o f the sun ’s heat, doubt 
increases. S ee in g  that electric ity  is now so m uch better known, 
and that it is apparently  a ll-pervad in g, the ancient idea that the 
sun is a center o f electrical or m agnetic en ergy  which turns into 
heat as w ell as other th ings on reach in g here, becom es p la u sib le  

and throw s some spice of illusion into the dodtrine that our sun is 
a m ass of b urn ing m atter.

A g a in , the sun is seen as if  over the horizon in fu ll v iew  every 
clear even ing, w hen in fadt he has been some m inutes down be­
low the line of sight. R efradtion  p a rtly  accounts fo r this, but 
none the less is his apparent v is ib ility  or position above the hori-' 
zon an illusion.

t h e  s t a r s .

M any of those that are know n as fixed stars are imm easurably 
fa r  aw ay. S iriu s is at an im m ense distance, and has been reced­

in g  a lw ays m any thousands of m iles each m inute. O thers are so 
fa r  off that it takes one hundred thousand yea rs  fo r th eir light to 
reach  here.



Y e t  since records began  they h ave  all rem ained apparen tly  in 
one p lace and in the sam e relation to each other. T h e y  consti­
tute a vast illusion. T h e y  are m oving and yet they rem ain still. 
W e point the telescope at one of our sister planets, and know ing 
that its ligh t takes fifteen m inutes or more to g e t to us, we m ust 
be continually  d irectin g  the g lass  to a point in space w h ere the 
planet' is not, and b y  no possib ility  can w e point to w here it a c t­
u a lly  is. S till, fo r  all this uncertainty, m any com plicated and 
■definite calculations are based on these observations of m ere 
illusions.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE.

T h ese  are p ractica lly  used e v e ry  hour of the d ay  for the sa fe ­
g u a rd in g  of hum an life  and property. B ut th ey ex ist only in the 
brains of m en, fo r th ey are not in the sk y  or on land. T h e y  are 
th eoretical d ivisions m ade by m an, and th ey are  possible only b e­
cau se the sole re a lity  in nature is that w hich is jeered  at b y  m any 
a s the ideal. B ut if  the ancients are said to be the constructors of 
a  g re a t hum an chart in the Zodiac, the divisions of w hich h ave  a 
b ea rin g  on the navigation  of the great ocean of hum an evolution, 
the proud practical m an says that you h ave but shown the an ­
cien ts to be fancifu l, superstitious, grotesque. B ut they w ere not 
so. D oubtless the say in g  recorded of Je su s  about the tim e when 
w e should see “ the sign  of the Son of Man in the h e a v e n s” w ill 
not so fa r  from  now be found to h ave a practical m eaning in 
hum an life.

T h e  ancient S a g e  yvas like the m odern captain. T h e  captain 
ta k es an observation of the illusionary stars and the b lazing sun, 
th us d iscovering w h eth er his ship is near or fa r  from  land. T h e  
S a g e  observed the Zodiac, and from  the m anner it and its boats 
w e re  related  to each other he w as able to calcu late w h eth er the 
h um an  fre ig h t in the boat of hum an evolution w as near a rock or 
on  the free, open sea in its eternal and m om entous journey.

SENSATION OF TOUCH.

E v e r y  one is  accustom ed to say  that he has touched this or that 
objeC t on which his fingers m ay h ave  rested. B ut this is not so. 
W e do not touch a n yth in g ; we on ly perceive and report a sen sa­
tion  w hich we call touch. I f  that sensation is due to actual con­
taCt betw een the skin and the object, then the harder we pressed, 
a n d  thus the nearer we cam e to the o b jec t’s surface, the m ore a c­
c u ra te  should be the sensation. In  faCt, how ever, i f  we press 
h a rd  w e dull the sensation and turn it into one of pain for the skin. 
T h e r e  is  a lw ays a space betw een  the skin and the su rface  dealt



w ith, ju st as there is a lw ays  a space betw een the m olecules o f 
each m ass. I f  two smooth planes be pushed on to each other 
they w ill adhere, and the sm other they are the m ore difficult it 
w ill be to get them apart. I f  we could actu ally  touch the hand to 
any surface so as to cover all of it w ith a touching surface , w e 
could not w ithd raw  the hand at all. A ll that w e get, then, b y  
w hat w e call touch is the idea produced by the vibration and b y  
that much of contadt as is possible in the case.

CONTINUOUS SOLIDITY.

Quite Theosophical is the scientist when he says that “ we can­
not know  an yth in g of the actual nature of m atter in itself, but can 
only know  the sensation or the p h en om en a” . T h e  m ineral o r  
m etal called even the hardest is  not solid or continuous in itself. 
T h is  is now adm itted by all scientific men. E v e n  the diam ond, 
“ hardest of all ” , is a m ass of m ovin g m olecules m ade up of lik e  
m ovin g atom s. Its  hardness is only re lative . I t  is sim p ly  h a rd e r  
than g la ss  because its atom s are m oving at a m ore rapid  rate. In  
a recen t lecture in London Mr. B ell, a scientific ligh t, told h o w  
the edge or point of the diam ond cuts the g lass because the m ole­
cules in the diam ond m ove rap id ly and get in betw een the s lo w e r 
ones of the g la ss  and thus cut it. A n d  so it is w ith all other m asses 
of m atter. T h e y  are only m asses of m olecules in d ifferent ra te s  
of v ib ra tio n ; none of them  solid or hard save in a re la tive  sense. 
Is  it not true, then, as so often held by philosophers and so  
insisted on b y those A d epts who g a ve  us inform ation th rough  
H . P. B la va tsk y  that the w orld w e are in is to be p roperly  consid­
ered in a m etaphysical sense and not as a m ere m echanism  th at 
can be explained on m echanical principles? A n d  in the face o f  
all the illusions and all the speculations of life  and science, w h y  
should the Theosophist be asked to m ake or g iv e  any d ifferen t 
sort of proofs than those availed of by  science in a ll its in v e sti­
gations? T h ere  is no reason.

W i l l i a m  Q . J u d g e .

THE SPIRIT OF THINGS.

I
d e a s  ru le  the w o rld ” , quoted one of T h ose  w hose influence in  

the Theosophical Society  is not the less fe lt because its so u rc e  
is unperceived b y m ost m em bers. Y e t  th ere are m any, e v e n  
am ong our own Theosophists, who hold tig h tly  to the notion th a t



the w orld is held and even  advanced b y  form s and words. From  
the ritualism  and cerem onies o f the Priesthood to the carefully- 
rounded phrases of a C hesterfield  th ere is scarce ly  a step. B oth  
are  eq u a lly  useless to the developm ent of the real man. T h e  
effort of each leads m en aw ay from  the contem plation o f the S p irit 
to the adoration o f m atter. H um an ity  has ev er been led aw ay 
from  its freedom  and recognition of the eternal principle of L ife , 
to m ake obeisance to the god o f form  —  and m atter! T h ose in 
th e  past who said that all o b jectiv ity  w as M aya or illusion spoke 
a  truth which m ust v ib rate  throughout all tim e, re verb eratin g  
through  the hearts of all who develop to the life  of independence 
and power. F o r assured ly  none can lim it the changes in the 
G re at B reath , whose perpetual m otions in the unseen w orld m ake 
the varieties in this.

It  is  worth w hile to recognize this as a philosophy, and so p re­
v e n t m any m istakes. T h e  w orld pulls this w ay  and that, seek in g 
h e r  freedom  in leg isla tu re  and habit, obliv ious to the fa6t that it 
is  p recise ly  these th ings which fo rge  her chains. B e lie f in the 
n ecessity  for Custom  and C onvention, sovereign s and saviours, 
s ty le  and good usage, is re a lly  born of the sou lless: fo r  these all 
lim it freedom  of the S p irit and propose to chain it to one idea. 
H en ce arise disputations, and from  them  w arfares.

Y e t  even  recogn izing this, the philosopher w ill not rebel 
a ga in st them  nor seek th eir im m ediate destruction. H im self 
em ancipated, in the w orld though not of it, he w ill see that the 
w orld  being held by form s, through them  it m ust be aided and 
advanced to freedom .

Som e w ill think it is go in g  too fa r  to say  that the sp irit of 
ev il and stagnation is in form . B ut it is easy  to dem onstrate this 
truth . E v e r y  great leader, e v e ry  genius, has throw n off the yoke 
of form -slavery , and draw n his principles of action from  the free  
source o f things. T h ough  often d isregard in g and destroying 
th in gs men h ave long believed  dear and sacred, yet w hile he liv e s  
m en follow  him  and love h im ; recognizing som ething of the h e a v ­
e n ly  pow er about him , th ey fipd strength  in his freedom  and 
deligh t to be in his presence and to know his thoughts. W ho h as 
not seen the sp irit of life  in a child? A n d  there are none am ong 
us who upset custom s m ore than children. Buddha, Je su s , and 
the true re lig ious founders destroyed a ll form s. E v e n  though we 
see in them  the great orig inators of present relig iou s form s, it is 
not because th ey desired that that should be so, but because their 
ideas and wisdom  w ere clothed in m atter b y  th eir follow ers, who, 
p o ssessin g little  recognition o f the S p irit, w ere incapable o f d raw ­



in g  life  from  anyth ing but externals. Poets and painters, musi­
cians, geniuses of a ll kinds, are noted for their eccentricities, yet 
no one can doubt that they see deeper into the d ivin ity  o f things 
than do the Philistines. S tran g e  as it m ay seem , it is, a fter all, 
the pow er of originality w hich is ind icative of possible progress in 
an y  hum an being. W ithout this the nature is in darkness, there 
is no ligh t in it and no creative pow er.

T h e  TJieosophical Society w as established on such a basis that 
should prevent, i f  possible, its e v e r being tied by form s. Y e t  how 
m any there are who w ant to m ake it a respectable institu tion— will 
not help a brother unless he be o f the sam e rank as themselves! 
H ow  m any, indeed, wish that H .P .B . had not had eccentricities, 
o r  had not done so much outw ard ly  to v ib rate and shock conven­
tional sh e lls ; or that few er uneducated persons w ere in the ranks 
and m ore of those who are book-learned and w ell placed in 
S o c ie ty !

O thers are so caught in the w eb o f form  that they think it 
im possible for anyone to possess wisdom  or ligh t outside the 
S o cie ty ’s ranks. L e t  such know  that there are m any persons all 
o ver the w orld, outside the T .S . ,  who h ave caught som ething of 
the Sp irit o f W isdom  ju st now ligh tin g  up the w hole earth, and 
these as w ell as T .S .  m em bers are su rely  being helped by the 
G reat Brotherhood behind. T h e  T .S . has its own w ork to do. 
It  w as the orig inator of these thoughts in the W est, and through 
its m em bers they m ust be g iven  to the w orld. A n d  if  taken up 
and used b y  others outside, a part h ere and a part there, some­
tim es im p erfectly , g e n era lly  unacknow ledged, it is no harm, but 
a lw ays unconsciously an a id in g the world. T h ere  are no forms 
here, no priesthood; each one has his own wisdom  and should 
hasten to let the w orld  know of it.

It  is not only the Theosophical Society  w e w ork for, as a Soci­
ety  m erely. T h is  is a great d an ger to be avoided. I t  is for the 
S o ciety  only as a useful veh icle  o f ideas that w e labor It will 
fad e and fa ll to pieces som e tim e —  and let us trust it may be 
destroyed long b efore it approaches the possib ility  o f becoming a 
priesthood— but the ideas the w orld and our race h ave  received 
through it w ill live  and w ill h ave m oulded the thought of the 
people alm ost w ithout th eir know ing it. W e shall be forgotten, 
but the thoughts w e h ave  passed on w ill live. M em bers should 
recollect th ey are not build ing an institution, but only eredting a 
tem porary structure in which a little wisdom  has been stored.

M any in the Society are ju st now used b y  T h o se  “ behind the 
scen es” , to becom e vehicles o f truth. T h e y  are intended to hand



it on. Once the brain has opened to the L ig h t only one thing 
can again  close it, that is, the keeping back o f wisdom fro m  others. 
Y e t  m any receive know ledge in a  flash of intuition, and instead of 
g iv in g  it out at som e Branch  m eeting or to som eone who m ay 
need it, th ey keep it hid aw ay to burst it forth later in a carefu lly- 
w ritten paper or lecture, so that th ey m ay receive  credit fo r their 
ideas and not have them  stolen by others beforehand. T h e ir  ideas 
w ill then find no ground in w hich to take root: th ey should have 
been g iven  out w hen received. A n d  in tim e such persons w ill, if  
this habit be kept up, lose the sp iritual pow er they now possess. 
M oreover, the settin g  free  of ideas in the w orld at the righ t 
m om ent h as a g re a t deal to do w ith the developm ent of occult 
pow ers, h ow ever little  connection betw een these two m atters 
there m ay seem  to be. It  is pure personality  and selfishness that 
m ake one hold back and w ait until the thoughts can be g iven  
out w ith g re a ter credit to him self.

M adam e B la v a tsk y  launched her wisdom  into the w orld w ith ­
out an y consideration of herself. P ro b ab ly  h er thought w as 
som ething of this n atu re : “ I know  m y E n g lish  is fau lty , I know 
m y science is not of the best, but m y wisdom  is true, and it m ust 
be sent forth. O thers w ill steal m y ideas and know ledge fo r their 
own glorification, but it does not m atter, that is  th eir own loss; 
th ey  are also h elp in g me in m y labor. ”

So  it is  that w ork w hich m ust be done, and speedily  lest w e lose 
the know ledge ere we h ave pinned it. L e t  loose the ideas am ong 
the peop le ; do not hold them  till you can g e t g lo ry  b y  them . Do 
not w ait until you can understand Sanskrit, can w rite classical 
E n g lish , h ave m ade a nam e for yo u rse lf in the w orld, before you 
becom e a w orker. T h is  is all fear of form . T o  be sure, the 
better the instrum ent the better the w ork, but the m eans m ust 
not be m istaken for the end. T h e  tim e is  sh o rt; only a few  m ore 
y e a rs  ex ist fo r  adtive work. L e t  the ideas loose in the w orld at 
all costs; and no m atter at w hat loss of fam e to yourself. A fte r  
all, on your death-bed you w ill know that it is the I d e a — spiritual 
or otherw ise —  of life  that you h ave had, and your virtu e , that 
are the im portant th ings, not how much you h ave known of other 
m en ’s thoughts, or how correctly  you have dressed.

T h e  Ideas live  and rule, not the words that clothed them  nor 
the im agery  used fo r their expression. A n d  it is well known that 
he who thus im p ersonally  acts com es m ore and m ore d irectly  in 
relationship  w ith the Brotherhood of L ig h t.

C l a u d e  F a l l s  W r i g h t .



ON THE SCREEN OF TIME.

The whole phantasmagoria is only a picture thrown 
up against the Screen of Time by the mighty magic of 
Prakriti (Nature).1'

T H E  various portions of the w orld-screen portray  the Theo­
sophical m ovem ent as proceed ing w ith unchecked, even 

increased, activ ity . A s  in the course of ev ery  river, yes, even to 
the sm allest rivu let, im pedim ents arise, deterrents temporarily 
fill the bed or sw erve  the course, so in this m ovem ent many a 
ch ange occurs.

Y e t  there is a lw ays read justm ent, and, with that, the increased 
m om entum  observable w hen a p en t-lip  force frees itself and 
b reaks aw ay, carry in g  with it the dibris w hich it scatters and dis­
solves. T h ere  is a change, and yet no change. T h e  goal is ever 
the sam e, for in the g re a t course of evolution

E ven the w eariest river 
W inds som ewhere safe to sea.

B ut w hat the law s of motion do for the stream s, the laws of 
m ind m ust do for thoughtful man, for m an earnestly  applying 
h im self to the study of L a w  w ith N atu re  and her eloquent anal­
ogies for guide. Such men read ju st their course w ith care. Not 
the trium ph over obstacles, not the elate sense of pow er evolved, 
o f a strong, free, onw ard progress, is su ffered  to defledt their 
course or to sw erve  the calm  m ind from  its outlook over men and 
th ings. T h e  im pedim ents, w hether they arose from  circum stance 
or from  fellow -m en, are view ed  as teachers, not as foes, once 
they are rem oved, once their restrain t or their opposition is re ­
m oved. K arm ic  agencies a ll of them , none can impede the 
course unless b y  our own concurrence or subm ission. A ll, if  we 
ou rselves pursue unaltered the path of inadtion in aiStion to the 
U nknow n Sea , all h ave the rather assisted by aiding in  the devel­
opm ent of latent pow ers of persistence, o f resistance to the inva­
sion o f fo reign  m otive, of w arrin g  elem ents whose accum ulation 
w ould turn our course. A n  opponent is foe or evo lver, as you 
take him. B y  the m ight of that new ly-developed pow er the river 
takes again  to its strong arm s the now disintegrated opposition, 
no m ore an obstacle but an elem ent of affluence, parts necessary 
to the trin ity  o f earth  and air and w a ter : it takes them  into its

1 Letters that have helped me, p. 20.



resistless sw eep and a ll are at one again , all flow on tow ard the 
ideal U nity. In that ideal our present union co n sists ; it is this 
un ity  of m otive which m akes the strength  of a m ovem ent such as 
ours. T h u s m ay man learn again  from  N ature. Sh e teaches 
that great r ive rs  rare ly  raise their own im pedim ents. Such are 
m ore difficult of rem oval. L e t  us su ffer without com plaint— but 
w ith instant resistan ce— the choking of our stream  b y  dlbris
throw n from  opposing shores, b u t------  let us not raise our own
obstacles !

H ow  often the Frien d  now in visib le  to m ost eyes lam ented the 
tendency of “ the T h eosophists to so il— like the cuckoo— th eir 
ow n n e s t” . In  the first letter addressed to m e b y  our beloved 
M adam e B la va tsk y  she wrote as above, and then expressed  a fear 
which to her w as hydra-headed, the only fear that ever had pow er 
to daunt that lion heart, the fear that, like Frankenstein , she had 
created a m onster which m ight rend h er and m ankind. So  the 
obstacles threaten at tim es to turn the r iv e r  into a devastating 
m onster. L e t  it keep to its own bed ; let it cease to w ar with the 
obstacles in the ve ry  first m om ent of their rem oval ; let the com ­
mon aim  be resum ed ; and the hope of H . P. B lavatsk y , her 
fa ith  and not her fear, shall be justified.

L o n d o n  H e a d q u a r t e r s  has had a visitor of in terest in  an 
E n g lish  gentlem an from  T ib et. O rig in a lly  a botanist, he had 
jo u rn eyed  to the “ U nknow n L a n d ”  and studied Buddhism  with 
the idea, at first, that it would help him in his travels. H e was 
soon seriously  interested, and finally  becam e a Buddhist and later 
on a lam a, passing through the usual severe  ordeals. D u rin g  
h is present v isit to London he ledtured at the T .S . H eadquarters, 
as w ell as before other Societies, before return in g to T ib et, 
w here he has now gone. T h e  most satisfactory  point of all that 
he said was, to Theosophists, h is statem ent that the M ahatm as are 
know n to ex ist and are fu lly  believed  in throughout T ib e t and 
the B uddhist orders there, although T h e y  are not gen era lly  seen, 
but w ork  through other persons (a  few ). H e also told of som e 
curious practices of exoteric  Lam a'ism . W hen persons com m it 
ad u ltery  th ey are killed and th eir sku lls tied together ; th is is 
supposed to detain them  in K a m a  L o k a , united in the presence of 
th eir sin. A  species of drum  is m ade of the sku lls ,' ev ery  tap 
upon which is supposed to g iv e  the delinquents a thum p to be fe lt 
even  in the place of shades. A t  a ye a rly  festiva l called the 
“ B u tter F e s t iv a l”  these skulls are som etim es (in a m om ent of 
p riestly  m ercy) burnt, which is supposed to release the astral



bodies of the sinners from  kam a-lokic torm ent. One such hum an 
drum  has been presented to B rother G eorge Mead. I understand 
that he m eans to bum  it w ithout waiting- fo r the B u tter F estiva l. 
In  fa<5t, I suspeCt that B ro th er M ead has m om ents of m ercy 
w eekly , even  d a ily : he does not w ait fo r a stated y e a r ly  so ften ing 
of the heart. A n oth er hum an curio is a ro sary  m ade of round 
b its from  the tops of hum an skulls, taken from  the part w h ere 
the soul is said to pass out at death. T h is  w ill also enkindle the 
flam es of our b roth er’s pity. It is not c lear w hat constitutes the 
“ a d u lte ry ”  thus punished, in the view  of these T ib etan  lam as, 
as it w as also said th at a w om an m igh t h ave as m any as five h u s­
bands. A n oth er custom . T ith es are paid to the lam as as a  
re lig iou s observance, and these they scrupulously  exaCt. I f  a n y­
one fails to p ay tithes, the delinquent is hypnotized b y  the lam as, 
w hen he goes about quite ch eerfu lly  but starves h im self to death 
b y  th eir su g g e stio n ! One would like to know  w h eth er this p riest­
hood of exoteric Buddhism  is a “ r e d ”  or a “ yellow  c a p ”  tribe. 
T h e y  would appear to belong to the class of lam as m entioned b y  
P rin ce H en ry  of O rleans in his book on T ib et, w hose frontiers 
h e su ccessfu lly  passed. Curios of brass and s ilv e r  w ere a lso  
brou ght b y  the v isito r and gen erou sly  donated to be sold for the 
benefit of the T .S .  Creche. A  s ilver p rayer-w heel and ro sary  co v­
ered with ham m ered ornam entation, T ib etan  texts and designs, 
and also set with turquoises, and a frag ile  chatelaine of s ilver  h u n g  
with sm all toilet accessories, w ere the prettiest ob jectivities from  
the fa r  and fascin atin g land.

T h e  reported d isco very  of a  new  gas said to be allied  to n itro ­
gen, as announced at the O xford m eeting of the B ritish  A sso c ia ­
tion, recalls the faCts g iv en  in the Secret D octrine on gases as y e t  
unknow n, which are the m issing links of ch em istry  and alchem y. 
One of these, spoken of as paranitrogenic or nitrozonic, w ould 
appear to correspond to the “ n e w ”  g a s  of m odern pioneers, or 
rediscoverers, as w e p re fe r to call them.

A n oth er fulfilm ent of statem ents by  the author of the Secret 
D octrine is  found in a paper on orig inal research , the “ P h ysical 
R esearch es on N ervous M a tte r” , said to be b y  R ichardson  and 
published in the Asclepiad, ii, N o. 4 1. T h e  author says that 
“ great m istak e”  has been m ade and concealed b y  “ one false 
ob servatio n ” . A natom ists supposed that “ the b rain  and its 
elongations in the shape of n erves w ere absolutely solid substan ­
ces, and although at one tim e it w as thought that in the n ervo u s 
fiber th ere was a  fluid called specifically  the n ervous fluid . . .



an d  although the tubular charadter of the nerve has been exh ib ­
ited  by m icroscopists, w ith m istakes of observation ow ing to the 
circum stance that post-mortem changes h ave som etim es been taken 
a s  natural conditions, the grandest of errors has rem ained, that 
o f looking upon the nervous m atter as solid. T h e  brain after
death  looks so lid------ ". T h e  author then proceeds to state, as his
“ first su b jed t” , the theory that the nervous m atter is not solid 
d u rin g  life, but is m obile. “ It is not like a w ire, as a condudtor 
o f vibration , but is rather like a colum n of m ercury, m ovable by 
expansion  and vibration of particle on particle, particles collected in 
centers, and in a certain sense distinct, yet all in com m unication by 
m ean s of the connedting lines which rise from  the expanses in the 
organ s of sense and from  the other su rfa ce s .”  T h e  paper con­
cludes with various tests by oxidization, com bustion in oxygen , 
and so forth, but I would call attention to the lines italicized by 
m e  above as finely descriptive of a condition of interior substance 
w h ose ensemble m ay stand as the astral or nervous body, moulded, 
in  part, into the shape of the body which contains it, yet h aving, 
in  most men and wom en, no specific form  of its own ; a carrier of 
'■'■Life''. H .P .B . a lw ays said that solidification of the brain a fter 
death rendered observation of the astral (o r  n ervous) p assages 
and “ a ir s ”  im possible. Som e of the m ost pregnant fadts of prac­
tical occultism  are based upon this truth. H a ve  the m icroscop­
ists tried the effedt of the T e s la  eledtric current upon the brain as 
soon a fter death as possib le? H ere is a hint to our scientific 
friends, for could the m obility of “ co agu lated ”  nervous m atter be 
even p artia lly  restored under eledtric adtion, yet another portal to 
the unknown m ight be unlocked in part. T o  the pu re cla irvoyant 
pow er only is com plete observation of the norm al and fohatic adtion 
of nervous m atter possible, yet even partial observation is a crutch 
to h altin g  m inds w hich, like T h om as, m ust touch objedtive fadt. 
N or is this an unnatural need. It  is one w h olly  natural, for it h as 
its root in the stubborn illusion of the physical senses. Its  yoke 
is fe lt by  all in one or another form , and that is one reason 
w h y, in these days when it seem s to be the p a ltry  fashion to 
touch upon the fau lts of the illustrious dead, and when even 
som e trusted friends h ave been lured  to post-mortem dissedtion of 
H .P .B . and to claim s that those of h er utterances or testim onies 
w hich d isagree from  their personal v iew s w ere fa lse  or w ere the 
subjedts of h er unrecorded and unobserved repentance, I would 
re vert to that la rg er m ethod common to seekers a fter un ity in all 
ages, I would by synthetic dedudtion from  her w onderfu l insight, 
h er prophetic v ig or, her u n failing  hum anitarian service, prove the



upw ard tendency o f h er being, and w ould su ggest that post-mortem 
o bservers of h er chara6ter, as o b jective ly  crystalised  in  th eir own 
m inds, m ay h ave been blinded by the new  and rigorous conditions. 
T h e  spiritual eye sees all th ings b y  its own ligh t shed upon them. 
So  w ith the eye  of the m in d ; so, indeed, said H .P .B .,  w ith the 
physical eye, which in fa6t em its an en ergy  by w hich it sees, 
though m odern science knows naught of this. Em erson sa id : 
“ G reatness is a lw ays in a tendency, not in an a6tion. It is  for us 
to believe in the rule, not in the exception. T h e  noble are thus 
known from  the ign o b le .” H .P .B . tended e v e r tow ards a brighter 
ligh t. She, whose spiritual beneficiaries and dependents with 
co ld ly  self-righ teous sighs deplore here and there a  fau lt, a spot, 
( a  so lar spot, it m ay be, to eyes of fa ith ), saw  the b lackest sins, 
crim es even, as she now sees p a ltry  infidelities or the ingratitude 
of m icroscopic a n alysts— w ith a heart of largest pardon. Pardon, 
do I say?  Y e  g o d s ; w hat hom eric lau gh ter m ust now be hers, 
who w as wont to laugh  as w ith that other Sp h in x , great N a tu re ! 
A h , friends ; it w ere easy to touch apparent lapses o f charadter 
and adtion, yet let us rather endeavor to rival her in charity, in 
the largeness of h er silence. Som ew hat she has, perhaps, to par­
don in us all. W e are too prone to forget that “ Self-know ledge is 
o f lovin g deeds the c h ild ” . A n d  that other w atchw ord left by 
h e r :  “ Inadtion in a deed of m ercy becom es an adtion in a
d ead ly  s in ” . In the nam e of her infinite pardon g iv e  the lie to 
those who bid us look unm oved on another’s p a in ; “ tell them 
their tongue is fa ls e ” . T h e  L a w  b rin gs pain ; be it ours to heal 
that pain, and, like little  children, to love one another. Now 
that L o v e  is not emotion. It is unm oved Com passion, itself the 
m over of worlds. Its  herald  here below  is to leave the awards 
of adtion or inadtion to the L a w , as does the liv in g  L o d ge , while 
we w ork for, with, in, and through one another.

J u l iu s .

LITERARY NOTES.
M e r c u r y , the Children’s Theosophical M onthly, is very  good in its  October 

issue, especially in “ T he F airy  and the G ia n t” and  the Rev. W. E. Copeland’s 
“ Catechism for C hildren”. Y et to eat no m eat an d  to “ love n o th in g ” are not 
Theosophical injunctions.

A  T h e o s o p h i c a l  V i e w  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m  is an eight-page pamflet issued 
from the Pacific Coast H eadquarters. I t  has ability, b u t is heavy, much too 
general in  treatm en t, has not enough of specific illustration, adds little or 
noth ing  to thought already published, and can hardly  be serviceable for gen­
eral circulation.—[A .F .]



T h e  O p e n  C o u r t  has an excellent short story entitled ''K a r m a " , which 
excellently illustrates the doctrine, the scene being laid in India. It has been 
copied by daily newspapers. Th is all shows the hold the noble philosophy is 
gaining here, while in India missionaries are striving to convert the ignorant to 
Christianity of various sects.

T h e  N o r t h e r n  T h e o s o p h i s t  for October has another of those marvelously 
sensible and vigorous outpourings which make the “ Editor’s R em arks” so 
unique in Theosophical literature. Their manly tone, utter freedom from fan­
tasy or nonsense, intense perception of reality and practicalness, are delight­
ful. There is something very fine in an English character of this particular 
type, and its exhibition in the T .S .  arouses the exhilaration felt by Churchmen 
when Arnold of R ugby, Kingslev, and their school appeared on the scene.—  
[A . F .]  '

T h e  L a m p , the little m onthly published by the Toronto T. S. and 5000 
copies of which are each month distributed, is an astonishing case of Branch 
enterprise, and the O ctober num ber is filled w ith instructive m atter. T he In ­
ternational Sunday School Lessons, the ap t quotations of pithy sentences from 
m any quarters, the stress put upon right living as the test of character, the 
Branch discussions of Bible texts under Theosophical light, the beautiful spirit 
of charity  and earnestness pervading it, all are noble features of this singu­
larly  excellent periodical. Subscription is but 25 cents a year, and  may be 
sent to the E ditor a t 365 S padina avenue.—[A. F .]

T h e  J a i ; a t  G u r u ’ s  l e c t u r e  at M adura, India, in March is sent on from 
A dyar. T his guru is called “ His H oliness" by the Madras Mail. In  the 
lecture he said the chela should be more devoted to his guru than to God 
even, because the guru can protect him from the an ger of God w hereas God 
cannot protect him from the an g er of the guru. Some of the lecture is good, 
p articu larly  the illustrations, but certainly students in the W est will not accept 
the above theory th at the guru is more powerful than God. I t  is becoming 
more plain every day th a t the older teaching of the U panishads show ing the 
Self of each to be the true G uru guide and protector is best for the W est, and 
th a t the In d ia  of to-day is not the spiritual guide of the West.

“ S o m e  M o d e r n  F a i l i n g s "  is a  reprin t by the T. P.S. of two striking a rti­
cles in Lucifer signed by a  Chinese name, Che-Yew-Tsang, and with a  Chinese 
quality  faithfully kept up. T hese articles were so adm irable and so sought 
a fte r th a t they are now issued as a pamllet. The w riter has drunk  deeply of 
the spirit, the ideas, and even the phraseology of Jasper N iem and, uncon­
sciously displaying the very tones of th at distinguished Theosophist. T here 
is the sam e intense devotion to duty, the same exuberant loyalty to leaders, 
the sam e heartiness of service. T he doctrine (p. 19) th a t d istaste  for the fault 
of another excites the same fault in oneself m ay seem to clear m inds a little 
fantastic, but it is a  small dem erit com pared with the g reat worth of the a rti­
cles. (‘O rderable through P a t h , 10 cents.)—[A. F . ]

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S i f t i n g s . Vol. V II, No. 9,  has two papers. “ P lethora", by 
D r. R. C. Fisher, excellently well expounds the m atter of food as to quantity, 
quality, and effects, advocating a  vegetable diet and a  rational system ot m ed­
icam ent for disease. It is published at the special request of the Countess 
W achtm eister. “ Freew ill and K a rm a ”, by Wm. K ingsland, is a  reprin t from 
Lucifer, and is a  noble and beautiful paper, of singular spiritual apprehen­
sion, inspiring an d  strengthening. T his is especially true of the last two 
pages. T here is one draw back,—the representing  our individual conscious­
ness as the aggregate  of the consciousness of the physical cells of our body, 
an d  the Suprem e Spirit as the aggregate of our individual Egos (page 18). 
F o rtunately  the following passages swamp such m aterialistic teaching.—[A .F .]

S e p t e m h e r  T h e o s o p h i s t . “ Old D iary L eaves X X X ” completes the First 
Series, cariyin g the history up to the point of the actual embarkation for India 
of the Founders, Decem ber 1S,  1878.  Col. Olcott's imitation o£ a medium and
H .P .B .’s delight at its success upon a Spiritualist are brilliantly described; the 
passing project of m erging the T . S .  in the Masonic body is touched on, though 
nothing is said of what would then have become of the female Founder; a 
singular phenomenon by H. P. B. is recorded,— the production of a large



num ber of visiting cards of friends, of every variety  and style, all in a  pack 
of playing cards and  vanishing as these were shuffled; accounts are given of 
her rem arkable talent for draw ing, of her naturalization as an A m erican 
citizen, of her foretelling the arrival of letters and  reading the contents before 
they were opened, of the final preparations for sailing, an d  of the actual em bark- 
ment. Col. O lcott secured ill a  phonograph speeches from tw enty persons an d  
has preserved the tin-foil sheets in A dyar. W hat w ould not one give to thus 
h ear H .P .B .'s  voice again! Dr. du Prel’s “ C lairvoyance” continues to be one 
of the most delightful articles ever given in the Theosophist; “ A n Ancient 
E gyptian  H eretical P h a ra o h ” is a most in terestin g  an d  singular b it of history ; 
“ Black D om ino”, a spook story, is ingenious but not good in style or execution; 
Mr. W alter R. Old's "Z o ro astrian ism ” shows careful and excellent work; “ T old  
by a T y pew riter"  would be very curious if a  fact, which a  footnote says it is  
not. T he reviews are of m ost extraordinary brevity  an d  of m ost ordinary  
m erit.—[A. F .]

S e p t e m b e r  L uc i f e r  drops the effigy of Lucifer and appears with title-page 
severely plain and in pale blue. Who would have suspected th a t H. P. B. 
could so soon become a m em ory! F irst the effigy she selected w as discarded 
for another; now even th at disappears, and  the very nam e “ L u cifer” is ed it­
orially lam ented as “ rash and ill-advised”, one apologized for up to the p re se n t 
issue which rids itself of both apology and effigy. T he parting  from the la tte r 
is said to be “ with re g re t”, bu t perhaps if the regret had been keener the 
p artin g  m ight have been avoided. A ssurance is given th a t th e  nam e is to b e  
retained, and the cover still bears the words “ F ounded by H. P. B lavatsky” , 
and yet in tim es so strangely  changeful faith  cannot wholly dislodge app reh en ­
sion. V ery significant intim ation is m ade th a t the author of Light on the 
Path is veering tow ards reconciliation and tow ards a  return  to th a t Path. T h e  
fatted  calf and the ring, even the best robe, seem to be ready, and, as if still 
further to  soothe the prodigal, the “ thaum aturgy of tea-cups” is referred to  
with g rea t disdain, a  phrase so captivating th a t it is three tim es used. P e r­
haps the T .P .S . m ay contribute to these blandishm ents by issuing a  new edition 
of Light on the Path. “ T ibetan  T each in g s” is the first of a  series of articles 
by H. P. B., prepared for the Theosophist in ’82 bu t never published. “ T he 
R eal and the U n re a l” is a  fine paper, as is also “ T he E thics of S tu d y ”, an d  
“ T he Book of the A zure V eil", a fter some in teresting  rem arks, begins a  
translation of the fam ous Popol Vuh.

MIRROR OF THE MOVEMENT.
AMERICA.

S a l t  L a k e  T.S. is holding public and private Sunday meetings alter­
nately, average attendance at former being fifty.

M a c o n  T .S ., Macon, Ga., has hired a  hall for the exclusive use of th e  
B ranch, and its good effect on the m eetings is already apparent.

T h e  L i b r a r i a n  o f  t h e  S io u x  C i t y  (Io w a ) Public L ibrary  says th at no 
other books in the L ibrary  are so much called for as Theosophical ones.

T h k  R e v . J. J. L a n i e r , R ector of St. Paul’s Church,, S avannah, preached 
a  sermon on O ctober 14th in which R eincarnation was strongly m aintained  as 
solving the problem s of life.

T h e  p r i n t i n g  o f  B r a n c h  s y l l a b i  is a grow ing practice and m ost salutary. 
A nnie B esant T .S. has ju s t prin ted  a  singularly handsom e one, an d  Kansas 
City T .S. one neat and effective.

On t h e  5th of O ctober H. A. Freem an lectured on “ Theosophy in Small 
T h in g s ” at the W hite Lotus Center, 328 E ast H ouston street. M eetings are  
held regularly  on F riday evenings.

A r y a n  T.S. had S unday evening lectures in October: “ Theosophy and 
S piritualism ” , W illiam Q. Judge; “ T he S tory of O siris” , H a rry  S. Budd; 
“ Theosophical M usings” , H. A lfred Freem an; “ Theosophy and A r t”, Wm. 
Main.



S h i l a  T .S ., Chicago, 1 1 1 ,  w as chartered  on Septem ber 26th w ith six char­
ter-m em bers, and is the 96th Branch on the A m erican roll. T he P resident is 
M rs. H en rie tta  H adley, and the Secretary Mrs. H arrie t L. N orth, 1520 W. 
M onroe street.

“ H .P .B .” T .S . h ad  S unday evening lectures in O ctober : “ G ardens and
G ra v e y a rd s” , H. T. P atterso n  ; “ In the B eginning” , Miss K. H illard ; “ The 
T heosophy of the ‘Children of the S u n ’ ”, John M. P ry se; “ Infidelity” , 
A lexander Fullerton.

B r o o k l y n  T .S. had S unday evening lectures in October: “ T he Theos­
o p h y  of the ‘ Children of th e  S u n ’ ", John M. Pryse; “ M aterialism ”, Alex. 
F ullerton; “ Theosophy an d  S piritu alism ” , W illiam  Q. Judge; “ T he H istory 
■of a  W o rld ” , Jos. H. Fussell.

P u t - i n - B a y , O h io , received on Sep. 2gth a  visit and  lecture from Mrs. 
E d ith  Lockwood of Cincinnati. T his was by request, and  the request was 
q u ite  justified by the very in terestin g  exposition of Theosophy it produced, 
.and of w hich the press spoke enthusiastically.

R e v . A. O r u d o r f f , a  Presbyterian  m inister in N ew  Paris, Ohio, has 
preach ed  an expository serm on on Theosophy, showing, if correctly reported 
b y  the press, the reasonableness an d  beauty  of m any of its  doctrines. Now 
i f  every m inister of each denom ination would do likewise, more would be ac­
com plished for unity  than by centuries of the E vangelical A lliance.

D a n a  T .S ., Sioux City, Iowa, gave seven days' work a t the late In te r­
S ta te  Fair, distributed trac ts  to over 1300 people, program s of th e  present 
y e a r’s plans to  nearly  as m any, sold m any books an d  answ ered m any inquiries. 
A n  opportunity to know som ething of Theosophy was thus placed before thou­
sands. T he Branch has now a free Theosophical Reading-room , open daily.

N e w  L o t u s  C i r c l e s . Some of these have been started  a t Tacom a, W ash., 
P ortland, O re., and Columbus, Ohio. T he Tacom a Circle hired ail organ so 
a s  to have music. M eetings are held every Sunday m orning. T hese Lotus 
C ircles are  the result of the trip  of the N e w  York delegates to Convention, as 
M rs. Cape of N ew  York endeavored to excite in terest in the subject a t all 
stopping-places on the way home.

C o l u m b u s  T .S. has been the recipient of a  unique and valuable offering 
from  one of its m em bers, Dr. H a rrie t L. H enderson, 801 Oak street. She has 
b u ilt an  extension to her house and appropriately  fitted it up as Branch M eet- 
ing-room  and Library, thus ensuring convenience and  comfort. If every 
■Theosophist was as determ ined to secure a  home for his Branch as for him ­
self, results would soon be felt. T he foto of the Columbus quarters is m ost 
a ttra c tiv e .

T h e  C i n c i n n a t i  T .S. held its  first regular m eeting of the season in its 
n ew  and  central rooms on T uesday evening, O ctober 16th. Dr. J. D. Buck 
deliv ered  an exceedingly interesting address on “ A ncient Beliefs an d  M odern 
T h o u g h t” . A n audience of one hundred an d  eighty-four was considered as 
a n  index of the in terest in this vicinity. A num ber of questions were asked 
o f  a  natu re  which indicated the earnestness of the inquirers. Twenty-five 
nam es w ere handed in to the S ecretary  as a  nucleus for the Secret Doctrine 
C lass. E veryone seem ed pleased w ith the new  headquarters, th eir a ttractiv e  
a p p earan ce  and increased library  room coming in for a  share  of praise.

T h e  W o r l d  i n t e r v i e w  upon the Fifth and Sixth R aces has aroused a 
good deal of interest, although some m em bers have thought it im prob­
ab le  th a t the editor of the P a t h  should have said the new race m ight be 
g igan tic , have two spinal colum ns and a  third eye. W ell, he said ju s t th a t in 
response to questions put by the reporter, who dressed it up to suit himself. 
T h e  article w as absurdly illustrated, b u t w as rep rin ted  in papers all over the 
country. T ru th fu l replies being m ade, one is not responsible for the absurdi­
ties of o th e rs; and  in terest is shown to have been aroused or prom inent papers 
would not have reprinted. ’T is b e tte r to be m entioned as a  Society than to 
rem ain  in respectable obscurity, while a t the sam e time sensation should never 
be our motive.



B u r c h a m  H a r d i n g  continues w orking in the N ew  E n gland  States. At 
Lowell lectures were given, and th e  C enter comm enced its  w inter sessions. 
On S eptem ber 27th he addressed the N ew ton H ighlands Club on “ Reincarna­
tio n ”. Tw o lectures w ere given a t Providence, R .I., an d  increased activity 
added to the B ranch work. L ectu res a t F all R iver, Mass., resulted  in a  cen­
te r for study being inaugurated. On O ctober 4th an d  5th he lectu red  a t New 
Bedford, M ass., which w as started  a s  a  C enter in Ju n e last. W orking a t New 
B ritain, Conn., several new m em bers have joined th a t alw ays-active Branch. 
M eriden, Conn., w as visited an d  Theosophy brought .prom inently before the 
public through the local new spapers. T he class form ed la s t sp rin g  is doing 
excellent work. A t H artford, Conn., lectures in  U n ity  H all w ere well at­
tended, and  a  new  class organized. T he “ p ra la y a ” of th a t prettily-situated 
city  seem s in a  fa ir w ay to be removed.

In  C h ic a g o  the fall work has comm enced with g re a t prom ise. A  new 
B ranch has been formed, called the W est Chicago Branch. I t  occupies a 
pleasant room in a  central business location on the west-side, w here classes, 
m eetings, and  lectures are held every week. I t  is an  active center in a  wide 
field. T he Englew ood B ranch has taken an im portant step forw ard in  secur­
ing a  room in a  public building for its m eetings and  lectures. F our new  classes 
have been started  a t H eadquarters. T he Secret Doctrine class m eets once in 
two weeks. T he H .P .B . T raining-class for Theosophical speakers w as organ­
ized under the direction and tuition of Mrs. C harlotte E. R obertson. Two 
classes for beginners, one in the afternoon for ladies, an d  one in the evening, 
study th e  Ocean of Theosophy. D uring the p ast two m onths the following 
lectures on Theosophy have been given: “ W h at is the Soul?” , Mr. Harry 
Steele Budd (b y  in vitation ); “ T he F irs t O bject of the T .S .’’, Miss Pauline G. 
Kelly; “ W hen Doctors D isa g re e ” and “  Lessons of the S oul” , Miss E va T. 
G ates; “ T he M ystery of In itia tio n ” and “ Spiritual G row th” , Miss Leoline 
L eonard; “ T he O bject of L ife” , Mr. G. M. W illis; “ E volution” , Mr. Wm. E. 
Puffer; and  “ A  F orgotten  T ru th ” , Mr. R. D. A. W ade.

W i l l i a m  Q. J u d g e  w ent to Boston on S eptem ber 30th, lecturing  and vis­
itin g  Branches. O ctober is t  he visited and spoke to the C enter a t  Lynn, 
an d  lectured to the Somerville T .S . on the 3d a t the house of Mrs. Slocom. 
O ctober 4th  there w as a  full m eeting a t  the Boston H eadquarters, when the 
lecture was on “ T h e  Theosophical Society and  the O pportunity” . Mr. Judge 
then  returned  to New York. On O ctober 14th he lectured ag ain  in Boston 
a t th e  Hollis S treet T h eater on “ Ghosts, A pparitions, an d  S p irits” to a  fair 
audience. A good deal of attention  w as paid to this by the newspapers 
before an d  after. T he Transcript had an  editorial. On the 15th Portland, 
Me., w as visited and  work done with the Branch there. October 17th Mr. 
Judge lectured again  a t U nion H all in Somerville on “ K arm a and  R eincar­
n a tio n ”, and on the 18th a t Cam bridge on “ H .P .B . and her T each in g s” in 
the afternoon, going from  there to the M alden Branch in the evening. Prov­
idence w as reached on the 19th, and a  lecture on Theosophy given in the 
M useum H all to a  full audience, followed by a m eeting w ith the Branch after­
w ards until 11 p.m ., w hen Mr. Ju d g e returned  to N ew  York. The N ew  
E ngland  work is in good order, and the g re a t num ber of earnest m em bers 
centered in an d  about Boston gives assurance of good for the future.

PACIFIC COAST ITEMS.

T h e  T a t h a g a t a  T . S . ,  San A rdo, M onterey Co., Calif., w as chartered on 
Septem ber 26th w ith five charter-m em bers, and  ranks 95th on the American 
roll. T he P resident is Mr. John  Charles H adley, an d  the S ecretary  is Mr. 
Louis R. N ougaret.

S e a t t l e  T.S. had S unday lectures in October: “ K am a Loka, Devachan, 
an d  N irv a n a ” , A. C. Thees; “ T hought-transference, H ypnotism , and M ag­
n e tism ”, F ran k  I. Blodgett; “ D arw inism  and T h eo so p h y ”, G eorge Sheffield; 
“ Moving, R ocking, and T alking S tones” , Mrs. A n n a L. Blodgett.

A u r o r a  T .S ., O akland, Calif., has established a  H ead q u arters and a fre e  
library  a t H am ilton H all, 775 13th street, which will be open daily  except S u n ­
day from 2 to s p.m. On S unday a t 2:30 p.m. is the Children's H our; at 12:15 
is a  m eeting religious and ethical for the study of E astern  religious lite ra tu re ;



at 7:45 is a  free public lecture on some Theosophical topic. On F riday  a t 3 is 
a  class for the study of the Secret Doctrine; and a t 8 on the first an d  third 
Frid ay s of each m onth inform al Branch m eetings are  held, open to the public.

. S o l a r  B r a n c h , located a t Shelton, W ash., received a  visit and  lecture from 
Dr. Griffiths Sept. iSth an d  19th. An inform al reception w as given On his 
arrival, a fter which the Branch m eeting w as held, when Branch proceedings 
and study were discussed an d  adopted. Upon the nex t evening a  general 
lecture on Theosophy and  the T .S . w as given before an a tten tiv e  audience, 
followed by questions and answ ers. O ther m eetings were held. A class had  
been form ed by several Branch m em bers who could n o t conscientiously send 
th eir children to orthodox Sunday-schools. T he L otus Circle was explained 
by the lecturer, and the Shelton L otus Circle will no doubt be the second 
form ed in  the N orthw est. A t Olym pia lectures were given Sept. 21st and 23d, 
also a  public quiz Sept. 22d. A t a  special Branch m eeting a system atic line 
of w ork an d  study w as adopted, an d  prospects seem brig h ter th a t the old 
K arm a of O lym pia Branch is disappearing. Sept. 24th a t C entralia, W ash., 
the lecture given was upon “ T he Principal F eatu res of T heosophy” . The 
week from Sept. 25th to 30th w as spent in Portland, Oregon. A lecture on 
Brotherhood w as given S ept 26th, an d  in A rion H all, S ept 30th, before a  large 
audience, “ Theosophy an d  H eredity" w as the subject presented. Branch 
an d  other work filled out the week. D uring his trip  to the N orthw est Dr. 
Griffiths visited ten cities, gave seventeen public lectures, and  atten d ed  nine­
teen Branch and other m eetings. A t O akland, Calif., Sunday, Oct. 7th, a 
lecture on Brotherhood was given to a  full house.

FOREIGN.
M r . P e t e r  D'A b r e w  re turned  to Ceylon after his visit to Europe, in w hich 

he created  much in terest in the E nglish public concerning the cause of educa­
tion of girls in Ceylon. T his w as especially the case w ith his address to  the 
ladies of the Pioneer Club, and  favorable notices of his w ork w ere m ade by 
m any E nglish papers. D uring  his stay in E n gland  he was elected a  fellow of 
the Im perial Institute. T he work of Mrs. H iggins, Dr. E nglish and family, 
an d  Mr. D ’A brew  still goes on independently in the Cinnam on G ardens, and 
a new  center has been form ed in Colombo which will accomplish much. A 
league is to be form ed to extend the w ork of the School an d  to  collect funds 
to  build an d  endow the proposed college.

T h e  w o r k  in  H o n o l u l u  goes steadily on an d  w ith m ost g ratify in g  results. 
T w o lectures have been given each week, one public, the other in private p a r­
lors. In  addition a class for the study of the Key to Theosophy has m et every 
W ednesday evening a t H eadquarters. T he following lectures have been given: 
Sept. 4th, “ Sevenfold N ature of M an” ; Sept. 7th, “ U niversal B rotherhood” ; 
Sept. n th ,  “ R ounds an d  R aces"; Sept. 14th, “ Objections to R eincarnation 
C onsidered” ; Sept. iSth, the parlor talk being transferred  to the hall in re­
sponse to num erous requests for further instruction, it  w as decided to give a 
series of addresses on consecutive them es, to be followed by questions from 
the audience; an d  on this occasion the subject chosen w as “ F undam ental 
T eachings of T heo so p h y ”. T h irty  persons atten d ed  th is open class. Much 
in te re st w as shown in the m atter presented, and the questioning w as anim ated 
an d  m arkedly intelligent. Sept. 21st a  large audience assem bled to hear a 
lecture on “ Mme. Blavatsky an d  the A d e p ts " ; Sept. 25th, not less than forty 
persons atten d ed  the open class, which was addressed on “ T he T ransform a­
tions of L ife”. T he subject for Sept. 28th w as “ K arm a”.

FINANCIAL ST R E SS  AT HEADQUARTERS.

T h e T reasu rer’s R eport to the A pril Convention showed a surplus in the 
G eneral F und  of $2,432.79, and in the Lectureship F u n d  of $513.69. So large, 
how ever, were the outlays ordered by C onvention for expenses of delegates to 
Judicial Com m ittee a t London, etc., th a t this surplus, together w ith incom e 
since A pril ($1 ,784 .30 ), is nearly  exhausted. On O ctober is t the surplus on 
h an d  w as b u t $619.99, an<^ when the excess of expenses over receipts in Octo­
ber is deducted, and then the $444.50 for sem i-annual rent payable in N ovem ­
ber, th is sum will evidently not sustain the office through the m onth of 
November.



As has been often explained, our very sm all charges for dues and fees are  
en tire ly  inadequate to cover expenses. But for spontaneous gifts  and th e  
funds raised by Mr. H a rte r’s schem e and the W hite L otus D ay offerings, we 
could not go on. T he exhaustion of the surplus and  the non-receipt of yearjy 
d u es before Ja n u ary  1st leave us w ithout resources. I therefore m ake a very- 
earnest appeal to each m em ber of the Section for such help as he can give, 
a sk in g  th a t his donation be sent direct to the G eneral Secretary.

T he L ectureship Fund has received since A pril $259.95 and expended 
$569.76. W e had on h and  but $203.88 upon O ctober 1st. T he support of our 
Lecturer, Mr. Claude Falls W right, rests upon this Fund, as also such of his 
railw ay fares as a re  not borne by Branches. A t tim es the F u n d  is obliged to 
contribute to the fares of another helper in the L ecture field, and I m ust apply 
to it m yself for assistance tow ards the visitation am ong B ranches and lectur­
ing tour w hich I purpose this autum n. T he peculiarly im portant conditions 
of the present epoch m ake special efforts in work most obligatory. F o r this 
fund too I ask the liberal help of zealous Theosophists. W ithout it our pro­
gram  m ust be abandoned. W ith it th a t program  m ay be indefinitely enlarged.

W i l l i a m  Q . J u d g e , General Secretary.

CONCERNING THE ORIENTAL DEPARTMENT PAPERS.
H itherto  the O riental D epartm ent Papers have been sent free to each 

m em ber of the A m erican Section in good standing, but the g re a t expense in­
curred in securing, printing, and m ailing these papers, coupled w ith the fact 
th a t some of the recipients do not really value them  and m ake no adequate 
use of them , suggests th a t it would not only be m ore ju s t b u t m ore wise to 
restrict the circulation to such as actually contribute tow ards the expense. 
T hey now cost $500 a  vear. A s has been several tim es explained, about one- 
h alf'the annual dues of $1.00 are  returned  to m em bers in docum ents. A small 
subscription rate, say fifty cents a year, could easily be paid by all those who 
really desire to receive the O riental D epartm ent Papers, and we would thus 
be saved the p rin ting  of a  needlessly large edition an d  also receive an  im por­
ta n t contribution tow ards covering expenses. In  th a t case the Papers would 
only be sent to those who subscribe, a  copy going free to each Branch in good 
standing. I therefore subm itted to the Executive Comm ittee the following 
resolution, and received on A ugust 23d their unanim ous approval thereof :

Resolved , T h a t  in the opinion o f the E x e c u t iv e  C o m m ittee the A n n u a l Convention  o f 
n ex t A p r il should be in v ite d  to d ire c t th at the O rien ta l D ep artm en t P a p ers , h itherto  sen t 
fre e  to each  m em b er o f the Section , should be h e re a fte r  su p p lied  o n ly  to j^uch m em b ers a s  
su b sc rib e  fifty  cen ts p e r y e a r  th ereto , one co p y  b ein g  sent rree to each  B ran ch .

I make announcem ent of the above in order th a t m em bers of the Section 
m ay have opportunity  betw een now an d  the Convention to form their opinion, 
and also th a t the representatives of Branches m ay come to the Convention 
prepared to act thereon. W i l l i a m  Q . J u d g e ,

General Secretary.

■ SUPPO RT OF THE T. S.

“ B usiness” is languishing: collections have fallen to alm ost next to noth­
ing, yet there are  a  few new nam es to report, and  a  small rem ittance to  make 
since last report two m onths ago.

N ew subscribers in the 25 cent per m onth Class:—J.C .S ., G .L .H ., H .W .S. 
T otal, p er year, $9.00.

N ew  subscribers in the 10 cents per m onth Class:— R .P.
O ccasional:— R. P.
Collections since last report, $26.45. R em itted  herew ith.

51 H uffm an ave., D ayton, O. G .E.H .
October 15, 1894.

Received, O ctober 17, 1894, Tw enty-six dollars and forty-five cents from  
Geo. E. H arter, being collections since rem ittance of A ugust 17th.

W i l l i a m  Q . J u d g e , General Secretary.

“ T h e  evo lution  o f  co n scio u s life  out o f  in ert m a teria l is th e  aim  o f  N a tu r e ."

O M .


