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Now, therefore, it behooves me to examineinto my faults : 

and, if 1  find anything wrong in me, to put it away ana 
practice virtue only.—J a t a k a *  / ? / .

Therefore we would humble ourselves and repent of our 
sins. Oh ! that we may have strength to do so aright.—Liturgy  
o f  K iu a n - y in .

THE PATH.
V o l . IX . O C T O B E R , 1894. N o. 7.

T h e  T h e o so p h ic a l S o c ie ty , a s  s u c h , is  n o t  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  a n y  o p in io n  o r  d e c l a r a t i o n  in  
t h i s  M a g a z i n e , by w h o m so e v e r e x p r e s s e d , u n le s s  c o n t a in e d  in  a n  O ff ic ia l D o c u m e n t.

Where any article or statement has the author’s name attached, he alone is responsible, 
and for those which are unsigned the Editor will be accountable. *

T.S. SOLIDARITY AND IDEALS.

TH E  tim e seem s to have com e for me to say  a word or two 
about the constitution and ideals o f the Theosophical S o ­

ciety , so that they m ay be m ade perfedtly  plain  to the thousands 
o f  new  colleagues who have entered our m em bership w ithin the 
p a st five years. T h e  A m erican  public, out of whose bosom the 
S o c ie ty  evolved, is entitled to the first w ord on this subjedt from  
th eir com patriot, whose love for In d ia  and absorption in the So ­
c ie ty ’s life  have n ever quenched his patriotic fee lin g  for the land 
o f h is forefath ers.

A fte r  the lapse of nineteen years, the sm all group of friends 
w ho casu ally  m et in the draw ing-room  of H . P. B lavatsk y , in 
I r v in g  P lace, N ew  Y o ik  C ity, has expanded into a Society  with 
n e a rly  four hundred chartered Branches in the four quarters of 
the g lo b e ; know n of all m e n ; discussed, com plim ented, reviled , 
and m isrepresented  in alm ost all lan gu ages ; denounced usually, 
b u t som etim es praised, in  the pu lp it and the press ; satirized in 
lite ra tu re , and g ro ssly  lam pooned on the stage. In  short, an im ­
portan t factor in  m odern thought and the in sp irin g  cause of some 
h ig h  ideals. L ik e  e v e ry  other g re a t m ovem ent, it has its centers 
o f  intensest activ ity  which have developed am idst favo rin g  en vir­
on m ents, and as, in other cases, the evolu tionary  forces tend to



sh ift its sw irl from  place to place as these conditions change. 
T h u s, for instance, Ind ia  w as the first center w h ere the thought- 
engend ering pow er accum ulated, and our m ovem ent overspread 
the G reat Pen insu la from  N orth  to South, from  E a st to West, 
before it flowed w estw ard. W hat w as done at N ew  Y o rk  was 
but the m aking o f the nucleus, the bare launching of the idea. 
W hen the founders sailed a w ay  to B om bay in D ecem ber, 1878, 
th ey le ft  little  m ore than the nam e of the So ciety  behind them ; 
a ll else w as chaotic and unm anifested. T h e  breath of life  entered 
its in fant body in India. From  the great, inexh austib le store of 
sp iritual pow er garn ered  up there b y  the A n cien t Sag es, it came 
into this m ovem ent and m ade it the beneficent potentiality  it has 
becom e. It  m ust be centuries before any other country can take 
its place. A  Theosophical Society  w ith its base outside India 
would be an anom aly ; that is  w h y w e w ent there.

T h e  first o f the outflow ing ebb w ent from  In d ia  to A m erica  in 
1885-6. Ceylon cam e into line s ix  yea rs  earlier, but I count Cey­
lon as but an extension o f India. A fte r  A m erica  cam e Europe. 
T h en  our m ovem ent reached B urm ah , Ja p an , and A ustralasia . 
L a s t  of all, it h as got to South A frica , South A m erica , and the 
W est Indies.

W hat is  the secret of this im m ense developm ent, this self­
sow ing o f B ranches in all lands ? It  is  the Constitution and pro­
claim ed ideals of the S o c ie ty ; it is  the elastic tie that b inds the 
parts together : and the p latform  which g iv e s  standing-room  to 
a ll m en o f a ll creeds and races. T h e  sim plic ity  of our aim s at­
tracts a ll good, broad-m inded, philanthropic people alike. T h ey  
are eq u a lly  acceptable to a ll of that class. U ntainted b y  sectar­
ianism , divested o f a ll dogm atic offensiveness, th ey repel none 
who exam ine them  im partially. W hile identified with no one 
creed, th ey affirm  the necessity and gran d eu r o f the re lig iou s as­
piration, and so bid for the sym pathy o f ev ery  religious-m inded 
person. T h e  Society  is the open opponent of re lig ious n ihilism  
and m aterialistic unbelief. It  has fought them  from  the first and 
won m any v ictories am ong the best educated class. T h e  In d ian  
press testifies to its h av in g  stopped the tendency tow ards m a ter­
ialism  which w as so strong am ong the college grad uates b efo re  
our advent. T h is  faCt is  incontestable, the proofs are overw h elm ­
ing. A n d  another fact is that a  d raw in g  together in m u tu al 
goodw ill has begun betw een the H indu, Buddhist, P ars!, a n d  
M ussulm an F e llo w s of the Theosophical S o c ie ty ; their b e h a v io r  
tow ards each other at the A n n u al C onventions and in the lo c a l  
B ranches show s that. I t  is  a d ifferent In d ia  from  w hat it w a s



p rior to 1879, and the late tour of M rs. B esant lightened up the 
sky  w ith prophetic brightness.

Som e w h olly  superficial critics say  that Theosophy suits only 
the m ost cultured class, that th ey alone can understand its te r­
m inology. N o g re a ter m istake could be m ade ; the hum blest 
lab orer and the average  ch ild  o f seven  yea rs  can be taught its 
basic ideas w ithin an hour. N ay , I h ave  often proved to adult 
audiences in C eylon that an y  ord inary child in the school I  m ight 
be exam in in g or g iv in g  the prizes to could, w ithout p rep arato ry  
coaching, be got to an sw er on the spur of the m om ent m y ques­
tions, so as to show  that the idea o f K a rm a  is innate. I  w ill 
undertake to do the sam e w ith an y child of average  cleverness in 
A m erica  or Europe. H e w ill not know the m eaning o f the word, 
but instimSt w ill tell him  the idea it em bodies. It  all depends on 
the w a y  the questions are put to him. A n d  I m ay add that the 
va lu e  o f our public le6tures and our w ritin gs on T h eosophy fo l­
low s the sam e rule. I f  w e fa il w ith an audience, it is  because we 
do too m uch “ tall ta lk in g ” , m ake our m eaning too obscure, in­
d u lge in too stilted lan guage , confuse the ideas of our h earers, 
choose subje6ts too deep for a  m ixed public, and send our listen ­
ers  aw ay no w iser than th ey w ere before w e b egan . T h e y  cam e 
fo r sp iritual nourishm ent and got d ry  bran w ithout sauce. T h is  
is  because we do not think clearly  ourselves, do not m aster our 
subje6ts p rop erly , and bein g adtually unfit to teach and know ing 
it, w ander about through ju n g les  o f words to hide our incom ­
peten cy. W hat w e m ost need is the use. of com mon sense in dis­
cu ssin g  our T h eosophy, plain, c lear exposition in plain  lan guage 
o f our fundam ental ideas. N o one need try  to persuade m e that 
it cannot be done, for I know  the contrary.

One reason for our too gen eral confusion o f ideas is  that we 
a re  prone to re g a rd  T h eosophy as a  sort o f far-aw ay  sunrise that 
w e  m ust try  to clutch, instead of seein g that it is a  lam p to ligh t 
o u r  feet about the house and in our d a ily  w alks. It  is worth 
n o th in g  if  it is but w ord-spinning, it is priceless i f  it is the best 
ru le  and ideal of life . W e w ant re lig ion  to live  by, day b y  day, 
n o t m erely  to die by  a t the last gasp. A n d  T h eosophy is  the 
d iv in e  soul o f re lig ion , the one k ey  to a ll bibles, the riddle-reader 
o f  all m ysteries, the consoler of the h eart-w eary , the benign  com ­
fo rte r  in sorrow , the a llev iato r o f social m iseries. Y o u  can preach 
it s  lesson before any audience in the w orld , b ein g  care fu l to avoid 
a l l  se6tarian phrases, and each h earer w ill say  that is his religion. 
I t  is  the one Pentecostal voice that all can understand. Preach ing 
o n ly  sim ple Theosophy, I h ave been claim ed as a  M ussulm an by



the fo llow ers of Islam , as a H indu b y  V aish n avas and Shaivites, 
as a  B uddhist b y  the two se6tions o f Buddhism , been asked to 
d raft a  P a rsi catechism , and a t E d in b u rgh  g iven  God-speed by 
the lead in g local clergym an, fo r exp ressin g  the identical views 
that he w as g iv in g  out from  his pu lpit ev ery  S u n d a y ! So  I  know 
w h at m any others on ly suspeCt, that T h eosophy is the inform ing 
life  o f all re lig ion s throughout the w orld. T h e  one th ing abso­
lu te ly  necessary, then, is to cast out as a  loathsom e th ing every 
idea, ev ery  teaching which tends to sectarianize the Theosophical 
Society. W e w ant no new  seCt, no new church, no in fallib le  leader, 
no attack upon the p rivate  in tellectual rights of our m embers. 
O f course this is reiteration , but a ll the sam e necessary ; it ought 
to rep lace a  “ Scrip tu ra l t e x t ”  on the w all o f ev ery  Theosophist's 
house.

H yp o crisy  is another th ing fo r us to p u rge  ourselves of ; there 
is too m uch o f it, fa r  too m uch am ong us. T h e  sooner w e are 
honest to ourselves the sooner w e w ill be so to our neighbors. 
W e must realize that the Theosophical ideal o f the perfedt man is 
p ractically  unattainable in one life , just as the C hrist-idea o f per­
fection is. Once realiz in g this, we becom e m odest in self-estim ate 
and therefore less inflated and didaCtic in our speech and w rit­
ings. N oth in g is m ore d isagreeab le  than to see a colleague, who 
prob ab ly  has not advanced ten steps on the w ay up the H im a­
layan  slope tow ards the leve l of perfection w here the great 
A d ep ts stand and w ait, go ing about with an air of m ystery , Bur- 
le igh an  nods, and polysy llab ic  words im p ly in g  that he is our pilot- 
b ird  and we should follow  him . T h is  is  hum bug, and, i f  not the 
resu lt of auto-suggestion, rank hypocrisy. W e h ave had enough 
o f it, and m ore than enough. L e t  us all agree that perhaps none 
of us is now fit fo r sp iritual leadership, since not one of us has 
reached the ideal. Ju d g e  not, that y e  be not ju dged , is a good 
ru le to observe, in this Society  especia lly  ; for the assum ption of 
perfection or quasi-perfection, here and there, has deceived us 
into b e liev in g  that the ideal can be reached, and that w h oever does 
not show  that he has reached it is fa ir  gam e for the critic and 
the (moral) torturer.

T h ose who fan cy  that a vegetab le  diet, or da ily  p rayers, or ce l­
ibacy, or neglect of fam ily  duties, or lip-professions of lo ya lty  to 
the M asters, are  sign s of inw ard holiness and sp iritual ad van ce­
m ent, ought to read w hat the Gtid, the Dhammapdda, the A  vesta, 
the K oran , and the B ible  say  on that subject. One who in sp iritu a l 
prid e reproaches another fo r doing none of these th ings is h im ­
se lf the s lave  of personal van ity , hence sp iritu a lly  h em ip legic .



L e t  us keep, clin g  to, defend, g lo ry  in the ideal as su c h ; le t noth­
in g  tem pt us to debase it or b elittle  i t ;  but le t us h ave the m anly 
honesty to adm it that we do not em body it, that w e are yet p ick­
in g  the shells on the beach of the unfathom ed and uncrossed great 
ocean o f wisdom  ; and that we, though celibates, vegetarian s, 
“ fa ith is ts ” , psychics, sp iritual peacocks, or w hat not, are  not fit 
to condem n our neighbor for b ein g  a husband, an affectionate 
fath er, a  usefu l public servan t, an honest politician, or a  meat- 
eater. Perh aps his K a rm a  has not y e t fructified to the stage of 
sp iritu al evolution. Or who knows but that he m ay be a  M uni, 
“ even  though he leads the dom estic l i f e ” . W e can ’t tell. One 
o f the curses o f our tim es is superficial criticism . H ow  true the 
sa y in g  of R u sk in  that ‘ ‘ an y fool can criticize ” !



One th ing that w ill help our good resolutions is  to throw  m ore 
o f our strength  into the T h eosophical Society, instead o f g iv in g  it 
a ll to our personalities. B y  fo rg ettin g  ourselves in  b uild in g up 
the Society, w e shall becom e better people in e v e ry  re sp e c t  W e 
shall be h elp ers o f m ankind a  thousandfold m ore than b y  the other 
plan. W hen I  say  the Society  I  do not m ean a  B ranch  or a  Sec­
tion— that is to say , a  sm all fragm en t or a  la rg e  piece o f it. I  
m ean the Society  as a  whole— a g re a t federation , a  la rg e  entity, 
w hich  em braces us a ll and represents the totality  o f our intelli­
gence, our goodw ill, our sacrifices, our unselfish w ork, our altru­
ism,; a  fasces com posed o f m any sm all rods that m igh t be separ­
a te ly  broken, but which, bound together, is unbreakable. T h e 
activ ity  at the H eadquarters o f an y g iven  Section is apt to blind 
the eyes o f new  m em bers and m ake them  fan cy  that the Section 
is  the ch ief th ing, and the F ed eration  but a distant m irage. From  
the office w indow s o f M adison A ven u e or A ven u e  R o ad , A d ya r 
seem s v e ry  fa r  aw ay, and the fact o f its b e in g  the a<5tual center 
o f the whole m ovem ent is som etim es apt to be forgotten . T h is  
is not due to ill-w ill, but to the com plete autonom y w hich has 
been conceded to the Sections. P erh aps the re a l state o f the case 
m ay be best shown at a  g lan ce b y  the fo rego in g  sim ple d iag ram .1

T h e  plan  show s three fu lly-form ed Sections, the Indian , A m er­
ican, and E u ro p ea n ; the sizes o f the segm ents ind icating the re­
spective num erical strength  in B ranches. T h e  dotted lines show 
C eylon  and A u stra lasia  as inchoate Sections, and the broad field 
rem ains to be covered h ereafter w ith  sectional organizations. 
T h e  periph ery  o f the whole is  the Theosophical Society, which 
contains all Sections and territo ries and b inds them  together w ith 
its protecting rim .

T h e  h eart, o r evolu tionary  center, is  A d ya r, o r w h atever other 
p lace m ay h ave the E x e cu tiv e  S ta ff  in  residen ce; ju st as W ashing­
ton is  the h eart o f our A m erican  U nion, London that o f the B rit­
ish E m p ire , P aris  that o f F ran ce, and ev ery  other capital of an y 
nation that o f that particu lar governm ent. T h e  boast o f a ll 
A m erican s is that the F ed era l G overnm ent lies like  eider-dow n 
upon the S tates in tim es o f tran qu illity , y e t proves as stron g as 
tem pered steel at a  g re a t national crisis. So in  the lesser degree 
is  the federal constitution of the Theosophical Society, and in that 
sense have I e v e r  tried to adm inister its business. W e h ave passed 
through the recent crisis w ith ease and sa fe ty  because o f our Con­
stitution, and it is  due to that that we are to-day stro n ger and 
m ore united than ever before. Behind us is a  w rack  o f storm -

i Exigencies of the press required the diagram to be put slightly out of place.



clouds, before us the sun of peace shines. I call upon e v e ry  
lo ya l m em ber o f the Society  to do w hat he can to strengthen its 
so lidarity . T o  do w hich he need not desert h is household and 
flit a w a y  to som e H eadquarters ; in doing the w ork that lies n ear­
est to hand and creatin g  a  new  center of Theosophical activ ity  
about h im self, he is fu rth erin g  the cause w hich our Society  re p re­
sents probably better than if  he w ent, uninvited, to jo in  a  staff 
w h ere he m igh t be but a  supernum erary.

H . S . O l c o t t ,  P. T . S.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM “ SPIRITS” ;
THEIR SOURCES AND METHODS.

I.

TH E  com plexity  of this su b ject m akes treatm ent of it diffi­
cult. So  little  is known, and ch allenge o f pow er to know 

is so natural, that an y treatm ent m ust be unsatisfactory. T h ose 
“ sp ir its ”  whose existence as active entities w h olly  in the sp irit­
u a l w orld is claim ed b y  the votaries of the w orsh ip  of the dead, 
h ave  not told us c le arly  an yth in g o f lastin g  value. T h e y  h ave 
had  in A m erica  d istinctly  fo rty  years to g iv e  the inform ation in, 
b u t d isagreeing am ong them selves and not show ing in ‘an y w ay  a 
concert o f m ental aCtion b y  w a y  of explanation, nothing has as 
y e t  resu lted  from  the v e ry  sphere w here, i f  anyw here, the know l­
ed g e  ought to exist. I f  it be true, as is asserted fo r them , that 
those who h ave  reported are conscious, in te lligen t sp irits, then a ll 
o f  them  who w hile rep ortin g  to m an h ave failed  to lead him to a 
r ig h t conclusion are blam ew orthy. Som e of these entities or in ­
te lligen ces or spirits or w h atever th ey are  have, how ever, m ade 
th rough  th eir m edium s assertions of faCt about nature and occult 
p h ysio lo gy  w hich are in  m y opinion true, but th ey h ave not been 
accepted. Independently sp eakin g in the air, u sing trance m e­
dium s and w ritings, th ey h ave  at various tim es spoken o f and 
described the astral l i g h t ; have upheld reincarnation  ; h ave sus­
tained the teachings of Sw eden borg, and in m any w ays indicated 
a  com plete agreem ent with Theosophical exp lanations of occult 
n atu re  ; th ey h ave  shown that m aterializations o f sp irits cannot 
b e possible, and that the som etim es re a lly  coagulated  form s are 
liab le  to be fraud s of a pious nature, inasm uch as th ey are  not 
th e  bodies o f the dead nor in an y  sense w h atever th eir property, 
th at th ey  are over and over again  sim ply su rfaces or m asses on



w hich pictures o f dead or liv in g  m ay be reflected, b ein g  thus a 
sp irit-con jurer’s trick beyond our pow er. B u t th ey h ave found 
no favor, and the cult does not, as a w hole, think a long those 
lines. I f, then, the “ sp ir its ”  them selves failed  to g e t credence, 
how shall I gain  an y ? T h e  scientific w orld , on the other hand, 
know s not these realm s, and b e liev in g  not in either Theosophical 
or Sp iritu a listic  explanations accords no b e lie f to the one or the 
other. So w e w ill h ave to be satisfied with ju st say in g  w hat is  
in m ind, tru stin g to fate and tim e alone.

M any faCtors h ave to be adm itted as present in this question. 
Som e of them  m ay be described, but m any m ust as y e t rem ain  
untouchable.

F irst. T h ere  are  the m inds ( a )  o f the m edium , and (b )  o f 
the sitter or sitters or enquirers. N eith er can be le ft  out o f a c­
count. A t  once this should show how  vast is the them e, fo r it is 
w ell known that the m ind and its pow ers are but little  l^nown.

Second. O ccult psychological pow ers and facu lties of a ll con­
cerned. T h is  w ould include the subconscious or sublim inal mind 
of the hypnotic schools.

Third. P hysical m em ory, w hich is autom atic, racia l, national, 
and personal. T h is  is present at all times. T o  overlook it is  
sim p ly  blindness. T o  trace it is ex trem ely  difficult, req u irin g  a  
trained m ind and trained inner sense. It  is that m em ory which 
causes a child to catch at a support even ju st at b irth  ; it is the 
gu ide in sleep when often w e do aCts fo r preservation  or other­
w ise ; it b rin gs up the hate th at a man of one race m ay feel fo r 
another race a fte r  centuries of oppression or repulsion ; it causes 
the cat, no m atter how young, to arch  back and expand the tail 
the m om ent a dog is near. T o  say  that m an, the one who is the 
last great produCt of a ll the m aterial evolution, h as not this p h ys­
ical m em ory would be fo lly . B u t I h ave  not h eard  that the sp irits  
h ave told of this, nor described it, nor indicated how it m ay be 
traced, nor to w hat exten t it aCts in the sim ulation of conscious 
intelligence. ■

Fourth. F o rces in th eir law  and m ethod w h olly  unknow n to 
m edium  or sitters. T h ese  constitute the m oving pow er, the w r it­
in g  force, the reflectin g pow er, and a ll the vast num ber of hidden 
pow erfu l forces behind the veil o f ob jective m atter.

F ifth . E n tities  of som e kind or another, unseen but p resen t, 
w h eth er elem entals, elem entaries, shades, an gels, nature-sp irits, 
or w hat not.

Sixth. T h e  A stra l L ig h t, the E th e r, the A k asa , the A n im a  
Mundi.



Seventh. T h e  A stra l B od y o f m edium  and sitter. I h ave  p u r­
posely  put this b y  itself, for it  has its own autom atic adtion as 
m uch as has the ph ysical body. W ith it m ust be also noted its 
m em ory, its id iosyncrasies, w hether it is new  fo r the person in 
question or w hether it is one that has been used for m ore than 
one life , though each tim e in a  d ifferent body. F o r if  it be new 
to the present body, its m em ories and pow ers and peculiarities 
w ill be d ifferent from  those o f one that has adtually  been through  
severa l lives. I t  is not so rare in  fadt that the astral body is an 
old one ; m any m edium s h ave stran ge pow ers because th ey have 
severa l distindt astra l m em ories due to so much prior experience 
in one astral body. T h is  alone w ould furnish  a field for study, 
but w e have not heard o f the “ sp ir its ”  te llin g  about it, though 
som e h ave show n that th ey experience these m ultiform  person­
alities.

L a stly , there is the great fadt w ell know n to those w ho have 
studied this subjedt from  its occult side, that the personal inner 
s e lf  centered in the astral body "has the pow er not on ly to delude 
itse lf, b ut also to delude the brain  in the body and cause the per­
son to think th at a  distindt other personality  and in te lligen ce is 
sp eakin g to the brain  from  other spheres, w hen it is from  the 
a stra l self. T h is  is for som e people ex trem ely  difficult to grasp , 
a s  th ey cannot see how  that w hich is ap p aren tly  another person 
o r  en tity  m ay be them selves adting through the m eans of the 
dual consciousness o f m an. T h is  dual consciousness adts for good 
o r  fo r the opposite in accordance w ith the K a rm a  and charadter 
o f  the inner, personal self. I t  som etim es appears to a  sensitive as 
another person ask in g him  to do this, that, or the other, or exh ort­
in g  to som e line of condudt, or m erely  w earin g  som e definite e x ­
pression  but bein g silent. T h e  im age seem s to be another, adts 
a s  another, is to a ll present perception outside the perce iv in g  
brain , and no w onder the sensitive thinks it to be another or does 
not know w hat to think. A n d  if  the present birth  happens to be 
one in  w hich strong psych ic pow er is a  p art o f the nature, the 
delusion m ay be a ll the greater.

H a v in g  b rie fly  analyzed to begin  w ith, let us now go further.
D u rin g  the h istory of Sp iritualism , m any com m unications have 

been m ade to and through m edium s upon m any subjedts. F acts 
h ave  been g iven  that could not be know n to the m edium , some 
lo fty  ideas h ave also had expression , advice has em anated, proph­
ecies h ave  been issued, som e o f the questions th at v e x  the soul 
h a v e  been treated.

T h a t  fadts o f death, kirid o f death, p lace w h ere w ills  m igh t be



found h ave been told, unexecuted purpose of the dead expressed, 
personal peculiarities o f the form er person shown, h ave all been 
too ea sily  accepted as proof o f identity. T h ese  th ings are not 
proof. I f  th ey  are, then a  parrot o r a  phonograph m ay prove 
id en tity  w ith a  man. T h e  possib ilities are too m any in other di­
rections fo r this sort of proof to be final or even com petent. T h e 
liv in g  cla irvoyant m ay, b y  tak in g  the requisite m ental steps, be­
com e so absorbed in the person c la irvo ya n tly  brought up— both 
bein g a live— as to accu rately  reproduce a ll the other person ’s pecu­
liarities. C onsequently the sam e th ing done in respeCt to a  de­
ceased m ay be possible in the sam e w a y  fo r a  cla irvoyant en tity  on 
tho other side o f death reportin g to us. But, at the sam e tim e, it 
is the faCt that the astral body of the deceased does now and then 
consciously h ave a part in  such reports b y  reason of unfinished 
separation from  earth  and its concerns, or from  gross m ateriality . 
In  other cases w here the astral “ shell ” , as som e call it, is involved, 
it is galvan ized  b y nature sp irits or by  the pow er o f liv in g  beings 
once m en who are condem ned b y  th eir own ch aracter to live  and 
function in the denser part of the astral envelope of the earth.

T h e  v e ry  m om ent w e go to a  m edium , who a lw ays form's the 
condensing focus fo r these forces and that realm , w e b egin  to 
draw  to us the astral rem ains o f a ll persons whom w e think o f o r who 
are enough like us o r the m edium  to fa ll into the line of attraction. 
T h u s w e h ave  in  the sphere o f the focus those w e knew  and those we 
n ever heard o f and who n ever heard o f us w hen th ey w ere alive. 
E lem en tal sprites which aCt as the n erves o f nature com e also, 
and they, condensed or plunged into the hum an astral shells, g ive  
a  new  life  to the latter and cause them  to sim ulate intelligence 
and aCtion sufficient to delude a ll who are not p ositive ly  trained in 
these m atters. A n d  this sort of tra in in g is alm ost unknow n as 
y et h e re ; it does not suffice to h ave  follow ed on the proceedings 
o f hundreds o f stances or hundreds of ex p e rim e n ts ; it consists in 
aCtual tra in in g  o f the inner senses in the liv in g  m an. I f  the astral 
sh ap s is coherent it w ill ren der a  coherent report, but th at is  what 
also a  phonograph w ill do. I f  it be p a rtly  gone or disintegrated 
it w ill, like a dam aged phonograph cylinder, g iv e  a  confused report 
o r suddenly stop, to be replaced by another, better or w orse. In 
no case can it go beyond faCts know n before to it, o r those known 
to the inner or outer sense o f the m edium  or sitter. A n d  as these 
astral shells form  the g re a ter part o f w hat com e to a  medium, 
this is the reason that fo rty  lon g years  o f d ealin g  w ith them  have 
resu lted  in so little. I t  is no w onder, then, that the “ astral shell”  
theory has been over-w orn  b y  m any Theosophists, causin g Spir­



itualists to think that to be the on ly explanation  which we h ave . 
A  judicious fear also has contributed to the m uch d w ellin g  on this 
theory, for with it com e up a ll the adtual and ve ry  present dan­
g e rs  to m edium s and sitters. T h ese  galvan ized  th in gs n ecessarily  
are devoid o f conscience, and hence cannot but adt on and from  
the v e ry  low est p lane of m orals and life , ju st as m ay happen to 
be the le ft-over m aterial m em ory o f the astra l p e rso n ; and that 
w ill v a ry  in accord w ith the essence o f the form er life  and not 
w ith its appearance. H ence w e m ay have the shade o f Sm ith  or 
Jo n e s  who seem ed to th eir neighbors to h ave been good men but 
who in rea lity  a lw ays had low or w icked thoughts and stron g de­
sires which law  or convention prevented  them  from  g iv in g  fu ll 
expression  to. In  the astral w orld, how ever, this h ypocrisy is ab ­
sent, and the real inner charadter w ill show itse lf or h ave  its 
effedt. A n d  in an y case w h atever, the m aterial shade o f the best 
o f m en w ill not be as good as the m an tried to be, but w ill have 
a ll the follies and inner sin fulness o f his inheritance aga in st which 
he stru g g le d  w hen liv in g . T h ere fo re  it cannot be that these as­
tra l rem nants are  beneficial to us, no m atter who w as the person 
th ey  once belonged to. T h e y  are but old clothes, and not the 
sp ir it  of the m an. T h e y  are less d ivine than the liv in g  crim inal, 
fo r  he still m ay be a  com plete trin ity.

B u t good thoughts, good advice, good teaching, h igh  ideas, 
noble sentim ents h ave also com e from  this other w orld, and it 
cannot be that “ astral s h e lls ”  h ave g iven  them. I f  they w ere 
s ifte d  out and tabulated, it would be found that th ey are not d if­
fe re n t from  w h at liv in g  m en h ave  said o f th eir own free  w ill and 
in ten t. T h e y  are not new  save as to m eans o f com m unication. 
T h e  strangeness o f m ethod v e ry  often serves to m ore deeply im ­
p re ss  them on the m ind o f the recipient. B u t yet this ex trao rd i­
n a r y  m'eans has now and again  led m en to g iv e  them  out as som e­
th in g  new  in a ll tim e, as v e ry  w onderful, as a revelation , w hen 
th e  unprejud iced  o b server sees that th ey are the opposite, are old 
o r  tr ite , and som etim es m ixed  up w ith gush  and fo lly , the produdt 
o f  e ith er one side or the other as m ight happen. T h is  has cast a 
s t ig m a  on the cu lt of Sp iritualism  and m ade the profane to laugh.

W e h ave therefore to consider such com m unications which 
w e r e  va lu ab le  at the tim e or to a  person, and beneficial in their 
effed t. F o r  w ere we to refuse to do so, thp weapon thus forged 
w ill  cut the T heosophist who so often is found to be a  believer—  
a s  I  am  m yself— in com m unications from  M asters or M ahatm as 
w h o  are  no less spirits, but ra th er m ore so, because they are still 
in  bodies of one sort or another.

W i l l i a m  Q .  J u d g e .
( Continued in N o. I I . )



TH IS  picture is  one of the la te r  ones taken of H .P .B .,  not 
v e ry  lo n g  before h er departure. She is  s ittin g  in  an E n g ­

lish w heel-chair, a  kind com m only used a ll about London, and 
elsew here in E n glan d , for invalids. T h e  scene is in the gard en  
of the H ead qu arters at A ven u e  R oad, and the background is 
form ed b y  a  large  drooping tree. Ja m e s  M. P ryse  stands at h er 
rig h t hand, h old ing w hat seem s to be a  cigarette  or tobacco-box. 
On h er le ft is G eorge R . S . M ead, and him  she is hold ing b y  h is 
le ft a rm — fortun ately  fo r G eorge. A ll  the likenesses are good, 
and as the photograph w as m ade b y  an am ateur th e p late w as 
n ever retouched. It is  som ew hat rem arkab le in  that H .P .B . looks 
so young, lead in g  one not aw are of the faCt to suppose the p late  
w as retouched b efore printing. W e h ave a  num ber of p ictures 
of H .P .B . taken m any years  ago, long before the T heosophical 
Society  w as h eard  of, and purpose reproducing them  in th ese 
papers either s in g ly  or together.

SEEKING THE SELF.

EV E R Y  new  m ind is  a  new  classification .”  E v e r y  incarnate 
soul presents us w ith a  new  aspeCt of that S e lf  b y  reason o f 

w hich w e exist. Y e t  here is one who h as in faCt, i f  not in theory, 
set around h im self a  b arrier. W ithin it certain of h is fe llow s 
h ave been honored w ith adm ission. F ro m  them  he can learn  ; 
others he can on ly teach. P erh aps those so h igh ly  favored  are 
students of older date than he h im self ; perhaps they are  scholars 
of recognized achievem ents. W hat indeed is  to be learned from  
one who cannot even  talk  good E n g lish  ? A noth er, h earin g  that 

. “ w ithin oneself the k ey  to the m ystery  lies h idden” , d elves w ithin  
his own m ind in search of its secret w orkings. H e is enough fo r 
h im self, he thinks. H e w ill expound to those unhappy seekers 
a fte r the ob jective  as m uch of w hat he has discovered as they can 
understand. H e h as not learned th eir lan guage ; but then how  
could h e? Y e t  a th ird w ill stu dy N ature, w ill roam  the fields, 
w ill w atch the lilies grow , w ill listen to the m usic of the wind as 
it  croons am idst the trees. M an, he says, has becom e diseased, 
and is no lon ger a  natural grow th, but one of N atu re ’s g re a t m is­
takes. O r perh aps T h e  A n cien ts alone w ere possessed of th e
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occult truth. N oth in g worth the h earin g  or the read in g  has been 
w ritten  for som e tw o thousand years. T h is  age is  m atter-sod den ; 
the sp irit has gone out o f it. T h en  he b uries h im self in m usty 
vo lum es of a  b ygone age, seek in g in them  the L ig h t o f lights. (

B arrie rs  all. W hy such fa lse  lim its to the unlim ited ? Is  not 
the S e lf  in our m idst to-day as yesterd ay  and forever ? Is  not 
m an, corrupt or incorrupt, Its  ch ief expression , Its  long-w orn v e s­
ture ? A n d  if  one could ju d g e  o f a  c ity  by one inhabitant, it 
could only be a fte r m an y tra ve ls  through m any lands and w ith a 
perfedt know ledge o f race and type and h istory.

W ise indeed is  he w ho finds his teacher everyw h ere . In  stone 
and star  and scroll, in m an and child, in the present and the past 
— in boundless N ature. W ho w ould ex ile  L ife  from  an y  point in 
space ? Is  there an atom  th at is  not conscious ? A n d  is  there not 
M otion and that which m oves, both in ourselves and everyw h ere 
w ithout? T h e  fall of a leaf, the chance w ord o f frien d  or foe —  
both show us the w ork in gs o f forces which as the agen ts of law  
m igh t help  in  the dow nfall o f nations.

W e m ust in terpret other m inds b y  ours ; but we m ust learn 
to understand our own b y  those around us. M ind is  som ething 
m ore than our own m ind. O nly a  fool in h is pride w ill think 
that that m an at any rate  can teach him  nothing. T h e re  is naught 
ex istin g  from  which w e h ave not m uch to learn. N o r need w e 
m ake such haste to teach. M any, like live  volcanoes, p erpetually  
pour forth  a  stream  o f sm othering v e r b ia g e ; not w a itin g  to be 
asked, seek in g but an ea r into which to turn th eir surp lus energy. 
T h e ir  w ord m ust be heard. O f ignorance in  them selves th ey 
ra re ly  h ave  tim e to think. A n  an sw er is a lw ays  read y, though 
not o f necessity  correct.

Y e t  it is possible to teach b y  proper learn ing. I f  we seek in 
a ll th ings their lesson, w e g iv e  w hilst w e receive. W e adm it no 
b arriers ; w e turn to each and all and listen, looking fo r the S elf. 
It  speaks. T h e  poorest, m eaning th ing on earth  know s som e­
th ing w e do not know. B y  causin g its expression, b y  receiv in g  
in h um ility  som e sim ple fadt, som e glim pse of truth , w e teach. 
W hether it  be from  m an or beast or m ineral, we g iv e  strength  to 
its in n er life. W e h ave called forth that which lay  hidden ; we 
have helped in the birth o f a thought.

The. true learner is  a  teacher of wisdom . A ll  th at he takes 
he b e s to w s ; a ll th at he g iv e s  is returned to him w ith increase. 
B ut th is g iv e  and take is not his d o in g ; it is  the m ovem ent of 
that L a w  upon which he waits.



W e h ave but one tire less Frien d , who, though forsaken, for- 
saketh n o t ; who, throughout lon g negle<5t, standeth at hand, w ait­
in g  but a  ca ll to lighten  our h earts of th eir burdens. H is  m em ory 
doth not fail. W hen th y  frien d s abandon thee, w hen th ey ask  
of thee a price for th eir friendship  thou canst not p ay, this F rien d  
stands as fo rever unshaken and read y. Y e t, oh m y brother, i f  in  
th y  loneliness thou tu m est to the fa ith fu l One, fo rget not that he 
standeth also b y  those w ho do not stand b y  thee. B ehind  them  
he is hidden. T h en  turn not th y  face from  th eir sigh t, lest thou 
shouldst lose the vision o f this th y  C om forter and Com panion. H is  
hom es are not num bered. H e answ ereth  th y  c ry  from  stran ge 
places, though thou callest him  from  out the ch am ber o f th y  
heart. C h e - Y e w - T s a n g .

CONVERSATIONS ON OCCULTISM .1

S
t u d e n t . W hat is O ccultism  ?

Sage. It  is  that branch of know led ge w hich show s th e 
u n iverse in  the form  of an eg g . T h e  cell o f science is a  
little  copy o f the e g g  o f the un iverse . T h e  law s w hich g o v ­
ern  the ,w hole govern  also e v e ry  part o f it. A s  m an is  a  little  
sopy o f the universe— is the m icrocosm — he is  governed  b y  the 
sam e law s w hich ru le  the greater. O ccultism  teaches th ere fore 
o f the secret law s and forces o f th e un iverse and m an, those 
forces p lay in g  in the outer w orld  and know n in p a rt on ly b y  the m en 
o f the d ay  w ho adm it no invisib le  real nature behind w hich is the 
m odel of the v isib le. •

Student. W hat does O ccultism  teach in  regard  to m an, broad ly  
sp eakin g ?

Sage. T h a t  he is  the h ighest produdt o f evolution, and hence 
has in him  a centre or focus corresponding to each centre of force 
or pow er in the u n iverse. H e  th erefore has as m any cen tres or 
foci fo r force, pow er, and know led ge as th ere are such in  the 
g re a ter  w orld about and w ithin.

Student. Do you m ean to include also the ord in ary  run o f m en, 
or is  it the exceptions you re fe r  to ?

Sage. I  include e v e ry  hum an being, and that w ill reach fro m  
the low est to the v e ry  h ighest, both those w e know  and those b eyon d 
us who are suspected as b ein g  in  existence. A lth o u gh  w e are a c ­
custom ed to confine the term  “ h u m a n ”  to this earth, it is  n o t

* See P a th , v . 3, pp. 75, 125, 160, 187, 187, 219, for form er articles under this title.



corredt to confine that sort o f b ein g  to this p lane or globe, because 
o th er p lanets h ave b ein gs the sam e as ours in essential pow er and 
n ature  and possib ility.

Student. P lease  explain  a  little  m ore p a rticu larly  w hat you 
m ean b y  our h av in g  centres or foci in  us.

Sage. E le c tric ity  is  a  m ost pow erfu l force not fu lly  known to 
m odern science, yet used v e ry  much. T h e  nervous, ph ysical, and 
m ental system s o f m an adting together are  able to produce the 
sam e force exadtly, and in a  finer as w ell as su btler w a y  and to as 
g re a t  a  degree as the m ost pow erful dynam o, so that the force 
m igh t be used to k ill, to alter, to m ove, or otherw ise change an y 
objedt or condition. T h is  is the “  v ril ”  described b y  B u lw e r L y t ­
ton in h is Coming Race.

N atu re exh ibits to our eyes the pow er o f draw in g  into one 
p lace w ith fixed  lim its an y am ount o f m aterial so as to produce 
th e  sm allest natural objedt or the v e ry  largest. Out o f the a ir 
sh e  takes w hat is  a lread y  there, and b y  com pressing it into the 
lim its  o f tree  or anim al form  m akes it v isib le  to our m aterial 
eyes. T h is  is the pow er of condensing into w h at m ay be known 
a s  the ideal lim its, that is, into the lim its of the form  w hich is 
ideal. M an has this sam e pow er, and can, w hen he know s the 
la w s  and the proper centres o f force in h im self, do precise ly  
w h at N ature does. H e can thus m ake v isib le  and m aterial w hat 
w a s  before ideal and invisib le by fillin g  the ideal form  w ith the 
m a tter condensed from  the air. In h is case the on ly difference 
from  N ature is that he does qu ick ly  w hat she brin gs about slow ly.
' A m o n g  natural phenom ena th ere is  no present illustration  of 
te lep ath y  good for our use. A m o n g the b irds and the beasts, 
h ow ever, th ere is  te lepath y instindtually perform ed. B ut te lep a­
th y, as it is now called, is  the com m unicating o f thought or idea 
from  m ind to m ind. T h is  is a  natural pow er, and b ein g  w ell- 
understood m ay be used b y  one m ind to convey to another, no 
m atter how fa r  a w ay  or w h at be the in terven in g  obstacle, an y idea 
or thought. In  natural th ings w e can take fo r that the vibration 
o f the chord w hich can cause a ll other chords of the sam e length  to 
v ib ra te  sim ilarly . T h is  is a  branch of O ccultism , a p art o f w hich 
is  know n to the m odem  investigator. B ut it is also one o f the 
m ost useful and one of the greatest pow ers w e have. T o  m ake it 
o f serv ice  m any th in gs h ave to com bine. W hile it is  used ev ery  
d a y  in  com m on life  in the avera g e  w ay— for m en are each m om ­
en t te lepath ically  com m unicating w ith each other— to do it in 
perfedtion , that is, aga in st obstacle and distance, is  perfedtion o f 
occu lt art. Y e t  it w ill be known one day even  to the com m on w orld.



Student. I s  there an y  objedt h ad in v iew  b y  N atu re  which 
m an should also hold before him  ?

Sage. N atu re  e v e r w orks to turn the inorganic o r the lifeless 
or the non-intelligent and non-conscious into the organic, the in­
telligent, the conscious; and this should be the aim  of m an also. 
In  h er g re a t m ovem ents N atu re  seem s to cause destruction, but 
that is only fo r the purpose of construction. T h e  rocks are dis­
solved into earth , elem ents com bine to b rin g  on change, but there 
is the e v e r  onw ard m arch o f progress in evolution. N atu re  is  not 
destructive of either th in g or tim e, she is constructive. Man 
should be the sam e. A n d  as a free  m oral agent he should work 
to that end, and not to procuring gratification  m erely  nor fo r  waste 
in an y  departm ent.

Student. Is  O ccultism  of truth  or o f fa lseh o o d ; is it selfish or 
u n selfish ; or is it part one and p art the other ?

Sage. O ccultism  is colorless, and on ly w hen used b y  m an for 
the one side or the other is it good or bad. B ad  O ccultism , or 
that which is used for selfish  ends, is not false, fo r it is the sam e 
as that which is for good ends. N atu re  is  tw o-sided, n eg ative  and 
positive, good and bad, lig h t and dark, hot and cold, sp irit and m atter. 
T h e  B lack  m agician  is as pow erful in the m atter o f phenom ena as 
the W hite, but in the end a ll the trend of N ature w ill go  to destroy the 
black and save the white. B u t w h at you should understand is  that 
the false man and the true can both be occultists. T h e  w ords of the 
C hristian  teacher Je su s  w ill g iv e  the ru le  for ju d g m en t: “  B y  their 
fru its ye  shall know  them. Do men gath er grap es of thorns or 
figs of th istles ?”  O ccultism  is the general, a ll-inclu sive term , the 
d ifferen tiatin g term s are W hite and B la c k ; the sam e forces are 
used b y  both, and sim ilar law s, fo r th ere are no special law s in 
this universe for an y special set of w orkers in N a tu re ’s secrets. 
B u t the path of the untruthful and the w icked, w hile seem ingly 
easy  at first, is  hard at last, fo r the b lack  w orkers are the friends 
of no one, they are each against the other as soon as interest 
dem ands, and that m ay be anytim e. It  is said that final annihila­
tion of the personal soul aw aits those who deal in the destructive 
side of N a tu re ’s hall of experience.

Student. W here should I look for the help  I need in the right 
life , the rig h t study ?

Sage. W ithin you rse lf is the lig h t that ligh teth  e v e ry  man 
who com eth here. T h e  ligh t of the H ig h e r S e lf  and o f the Ma­
hatm a are not d ifferent from  each other. U n less  you find your 
Se lf, how can you understand N atu re  ?



ON THE SOURCES OF THE “ S EC R ET  
DOCTRIN E” .

IT  has often been m y  fortune to be asked upon w hat authority  
the statem ents in the Secret Doctrine w ere m ade, and I thought 

it m igh t be u seful to m any m em bers of the T .S .  to h ave the few  
passages o f the book itse lf that re fe r  to its origins put into a 
m ore compaCt and easily-handled form . A t  the sam e tim e w e 
m ust n ever fo rget the two points upon w hich H .P .B . h erse lf laid 
so m uch stress ; first, that nothing w as to be accepted b y  the stu­
dent sim p ly  and so le ly  upon authority, h ow ever exalted , but on ly 
that to which his own soul testified as the truth  ; and second, that 
a  la rg e  part, even o f the esoteric teaching, w as a llegorical. B e a r­
in g  these two statem ents in m ind, we h ave as it w ere a  touchstone 
w herew ith  to prove a ll th ings and to hold fast that w hich is good.

In  the in troductory ch apter to V ol. I the author speaks of the 
“ W isdom  R e lig io n ”  as the inheritance of all the nations, the 
w orld  over, and states that G autam a’s m etaphysics and secret 
teach ings form  but a v e ry  sm all part of the esoteric wisdom  o f 
the w orld  since the b eg in n in g  of our hum anity, w h ile he lim ited 
his public instructions to the p u re ly  m oral and physio logical a s­
peCt of the W isdom  R e lig io n , to E th ics  and M an alone. T h in g s  
“ unseen and in corp o rea l”  the g re a t T e ach e r reserved  for a seleCt 
c irc le  of his A rh ats, w ho received  th eir initiation at the fam ous 
Sap tap arn a  cave near M ount B aibh ar. T h ese  teachings, once 
tran sferred  from  this inner circle into the outer w orld  of China, 
Ja p a n , S iam , and B urm ah , soon becam e g re a tly  changed and cor­
rupted, w h ile e a rly  in the present cen tu ry  one k ey  to the ancient 
sym b olism  h av in g  been discovered, its outer and grosser m eaning 
w as e a g e rly  seized as exp la in in g  everyth in g , and the literature 
of phallicism  threatened to usurp the place o f all other sym bolism . 
A n d  this, says H .P .B .,  is perhaps “ the true reason w h y the out­
line of a few  fundam ental truths from  the S ecret DoCtrine o f the 
arch aic ages is now perm itted to see the l ig h t ” .

T h e  m ain body o f the doCtrines g iven  is  found scattered 
through  hundreds and thousands o f San scrit m anuscripts, some 
a lre a d y  translated , m ore or less badly, others still in the vern acu ­
lar. T h ese  are accessible to the scholar, w h ile a  fe w  passages, 
taken from  oral teach ing or from  the Com m entaries, w ill be 
found difficult to trace. H ow ever, one faCt is certain , says Mme. 
B la va tsk y , that the m em bers o f several esoteric schools— the seat



of w hich is  beyond the H im alayas, and w hose ram ifications m ay 
be found in China, Ja p a n , India, T ib et, and even in S y r ia  and 
South A m erica— claim  to h ave in their possession a ll the sacred 
and philosophical w orks, w h eth er in m anuscript o r in  type, in 
w h atever lan guage or w h atever character, that h ave  ev er been 
w ritten , from  the ideographic h ierog lyp h s down. A n d  that these 
w orks h ave been ca re fu lly  p reserved  in subterranean  cryp ts  and 
cave-libraries in the m ountains o f W estern  T ib e t and elsew here, 
w here there are said to be hidden collections o f books far too 
num erous to find room even in the B ritish  M useum .

T h e  docum ents h ave been concealed, it is  true, but the know l­
edge itse lf has a lw ays been m ade known to the chosen few  
through the m edium  o f the great A d epts and teachers. More 
than one great scholar h as stated that there n ever w as a  religious 
founder w ho had invented a new  religion or revea led  a new  truth. 
T h e y  w ere a ll transm itters, not orig inal teachers, and handed on 
fragm en ts o f the truths they had learned, couched in the sym bol­
ism  of their own special nation.

T h e  teaching of the Secret D octrine antedates the V ed as, and 
much o f it h as on ly been transm itted orally . T h e  present in­
stalm ent is based upon the Stan zas of the Book o f D zyan, a  vol­
um e w ritten  in Senzar, the secret sarcerdotal tongue, once known 
to the In itiates o f e v e ry  nation. F o r  th is language, besides h av­
in g  an alphabet o f its own (says H .P .B . in  the pre face to the 
Voice o f the Silence), m ay  be rendered  in severa l m odes o f ideo­
graph ic w ritin g, com mon and international p ro p erty  am ong in i­
tiated m ystics and th eir fo llow ers. D an (in m odem  Chinese and 
T ib etan  phonetics, C h ’an) is the gen era l term  for the esoteric 
schools and their literature. In  old books the w ord “ Ja n n a ”  is 
defined as “ to reform  one’s se lf b y  m editation and k n o w led g e” , a 
second, inner birth . H ence D zyan (D jan , phonetically), the B ook  
o f Dzyan. T h e  on ly o rig inal copy now in existence, says Is is  
U nveiled (vol. i, p. i) , is so v e ry  old that m odern antiquarians 
would not even  agree  upon the nature of the fab ric  upon w hich 
it is w ritten . T rad ition  says that its contents w ere dictated to the 
first m en o f each race b y  the D iv in e B e in gs w hose duty  it w as to 
instruct them . T h e  old book, h av in g  described cosm ic evolution  
and exp la in ed  the orig in  of ev ery th in g  on earth , inclu d ing p h y si­
cal m an, g iv es the true h istory of the races from  the F irs t  dow n 
to the F ifth , our present race, and stops short w ith the death  of 
K rish n a, w hich occurred about 4995 years  ago.

I t  is the orig inal w ork from  w hich the m any volum es o f K in -ti 
w ere com piled, and not only this and the Siphrah Dzenionta (the



m ost ancient H eb rew  docum ent on occult learn in g), but even  the 
Sepher Jez ireh , the book of Sh u -K in g  (C h ina’s p rim itive bible), the 
sacred volum es of the E g y p tia n  T h oth -H erm es, the P u ran as of 
In d ia , the Chaldean Book o f N um bers, and the Pentateuch itself, 
are  a ll derived  from  that one sm all parent volum e, upon w hich an 
enorm ous m ass o f com m entaries, glosses, etc ., h ave  been w ritten. 
In  the Secret D octrine as w e have it, certa in  portions o f the stanzas 
of the Book o f  Dzyan a re  printed, and extracts  are also g iven  from  
the Chinese, T ib etan , and San scrit translations o f the orig inal 
Sen zar Com m entaries and Glosses.

In  addition w e are  told (1, 308) th at is  it from  the D ivine 
T each ers before-m entioned that in fan t hum anity got its first no­
tions of a ll the arts and sciences, as w ell as of sp iritual know ledge, 
and it is they w ho laid  the foundation-stones o£ those ancient c iv ­
ilizations that are so puzzling to our m odern scholars. T h e  Dru- 
id ical circles, the dolm ans, the tem ples o f -India, E g y p t, and 
G reece, the tow ers and the 1*7  towns in E urope w hich w ere 
found “ C yclopean in o r ig in ”  b y  the F ren ch  Institute, are  a ll the 
w ork  of in itiated P riest-A rch iteets, the descendants of those pri­
m a rily  taught b y  the “ Sons o f G o d ” , ju stly  called the “ B u ild ers” .

T h e S e c re t D octrine (1, 37a) is the accum ulated W isdom  o f the 
A g e s , but such is  the pow er of occult sym bolism  that the faCts 
w hich h ave  actu ally  occupied countless generations of initiated 
seers  and prophets to m arshal, to set down, and explain , are  all 
record ed  in a few  p ages o f geom etrica l sign s and g lyphs. I t  is 
u seless to say  that the system  in question is  no fan cy  of one or 
sev e ra l isolated ind ividuals, but is the one uninterrupted record 
co ve rin g  thousands of generations o f seers, w hose resp ective e x ­
p e rien ces w ere m ade to test and to v e r ify  the traditions passed 
o ra lly  b y  one race to another of the teach ings of the D ivin e In ­
stru ctors who w atched over the childhood o f hum anity. A n d  for 
lo n g  ages the “ W ise M e n ”  of the F ifth , our own, R a c e  passed 
th e ir lives in learning , not teaching, in ch ecking, testing, and v e r ify ­
in g  in e v e ry  departm ent of N atu re  the traditions handed down 
to them , b y the independent visions o f g re a t A d e p ts ; that is, men 
w h o  h ave developed th eir physical, m ental, psychic, and spiritual 
organ izations to the utm ost possible degree. N o vision o f one 
A d e p t  w as accepted till it w as checked and confirm ed by the v is ­
io n s— so obtained as to stand as independent ev iden ce— of other 
A d e p ts , as w ell as b y  centuries of experiences.

In  faCt, the h istory of the w orld  since its form ation and to its 
en d  is  “ w ritten in the sta rs” , that is, is recorded in the Zodiac and 
th e  U n iversa l Sym bolism  w hose k eys are in the keep in g  of the



In itiates (n, 438). T h e  records o f the tem ples, zodiacal and tra­
ditional, as w ell as the ideographic records o f the E a s t  as read 
b y  the A depts o f the Sacred  Science, are not a  w hit m ore doubt­
fu l than the so-called ancient h istory of the E uropean  nations, 
now  edited, corrected, and am plified b y  h a lf a  cen tury  o f archae­
ological discoveries, and the v e ry  problem atical read in g  o f the 

. A ssyria n  tiles, cuneiform  fragm en ts, and E g y p tia n  h ieroglyphics. 
So  are our data based  upon the sam e inscriptions in  addition to an 
alm ost inexh austib le num ber o f secret w orks o f which E urope 
know s nothing, and p lus the perfedt know ledge b y  the In itiates 
o f the sym bolism  of e v e ry  w ord so recorded.

I t  w as a  corredt in ference of B arth  from  the study o f the R ig  
Veda, that this Scripture has been compiled by Initiates (11, 4 5 1) . T h e 
w hole o f the Secret D octrine is an endeavor to prove this truth. 
T h e  ancient A d epts solved the g re a t problem s o f science, how­
e v e r u n w illin g  m odern m aterialism  m ay be to adm it the fadt. 
T h e  m ysteries o f L ife  and D eath  were fathom ed by the great 
m aster-m inds o f an tiqu ity  ; and if  they h ave preserved  them  in 
secresy  and silence it is because these problem s form ed p art of 
the sacred M ysteries, and because th ey m ust a lw ays have re ­
m ained incom prehensible to the vast m ajority  o f men, as they 
do now.

Such  are the statem ents, in a  m ore or less condensed form , of 
the sources o f that m ost ex trao rd in ary  book know n as the Secret 
D octrine, taken from  the two volum es o f the w ork itself, as w ell 
as from  the introdudtory chapters o f the Voice o f the Silence and 
Is is  Unveiled. K a t h a r i n e  H i l l a r d , F .T .S .

h e o s o p h y  affirm s the existence of supersensuous planes in  the
M acrocosm , each of which b ears its part in the com posi­

tion of the M icrocosm  (m an), and occultism — or, in other words, 
advanced science— dem onstrates beyond question the intim ate re ­
lations betw een them  and the m aterial one which is the field  of 
our m undane experiences. E vid en ce o f their existence is also 
found in a  proper understanding o f the operations o f the m ind. 
T h ese  m ay be broad ly classed as im agination, perception, recep ­
tion, retention, recolledtion, ratiocination, and im pulsion. T h a t 
th is classification is  crudely gen eral m ay be adm itted, but it  is 
sufficiently definite fo r present purposes, w hich do not include an
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exh au stive  an alysis o f the in fin itely  com plex fundtions o f the 
m ind, a  w ork in w hich even so close and carefu l a  reasoner as 
R a u e  found h im self ham pered b y  the lim itations of a  volum e of 
alm ost s ix  hundred pages.

U ltra-m aterialists— whom it w ould be b etter perhaps to call 
corporealists— affirm  that a ll th ought is  a  produdt of m olecular 
m odes of motion, m ere expression  of adtivity  in brain-tissue cells, 
and point to the discern ible effedts of m ental adtion upon the 
g ra y  m atter of the brain as evidence in  support of th eir hypoth­
esis. T h is  is as corredt as it w ould be to say  th at the copper of 
the etcher’s p late orig inates the pidture which, in lines and dots, 
is  bitten into its surface by the acid sk ilfu lly  applied by the artist 
in conform ity to the requirem ents of the ideal in his m ind. T h e  
fadt o f the m atter is that the gross m atter o f which the brain  is 
com posed, w hether g ra y  or white, g re a t or sm all in quantity, and 
much or little  convoluted, is o f itse lf as little  capable of o rig inat­
in g  thought, or even sen sin g an im pression, as a  stone w ould be, 
or the brain  itse lf if  the life-princip le w ere separated  from  it. 
B u t w ithin that brain , present in ev ery  m olecule and even  atom  
of i t — y e t as fa r  beyond the corporealist’s d iscovery as the condi­
tions of life  on S ir iu s— is the astral brain , w hich is also m atter, 
but o f such tenuity in its atom ic constitution that it m ay not be, 
in an y w ay, apprehended b y  our gross senses.

T h e  fundtions of that astral brain are perception of sensations 
and th eir translation to the m ind, and the application of the cona­
tive  forces resultant from  such m ental cognition to the diredtion, 
through  the gross brain , of subservien t ph ysical im pulse. W hat, 
then, is the gross brain  ? S im p ly  a  ce llu lar aggregation  of m ole­
cu lar m atter h av in g  such specialized differentiation as enables it 
to store up, as im pressions, the vibrations conveyed to it by  the 
astral brain , hold ing them  as latent vestig es of sensation and, when 
required , tran slatin g  them  to the low er rate  of v ibrations ap p re­
ciable by the denser m olecular m atter of the body, so becom ing 
the im m ediate m otor force fo r adtion. T h e  capacity fo r  develop­
m ent w ith which it cam e into b ein g  w as a m atter of K a rm ic  
aw ard, being prescribed b y  its environm ent, the h ered itary  influ­
ences upon it, and various other circum stances which it is  not 
necessary now to particu larize, all h av in g  their effedt in deter­
m in ing its quality— as the sun, air, soil, and m oisture govern  the 
g ro w in g  p lan t— but nothing endow ing it, in any degree, with the 
pow er of startin g  vibrations, o r— in other w ord s— originating 
thought. E v e n  the p rim itive  forces, the capacity for m ere sen­
so ry  perceptions, do not belon g to the gross brain  but to the astral



brain , in w hich it is not unreasonable to suppose th ey inhere as 
unconsciously-cherished rem ainders from  the exception ally  strong 
ran ge o f im pressions n aturally  resu ltant from  preced ing ex ist­
ences, subjedt to the needs and desires o f the corporeal form .

T h ose who affirm  the capacity  o f g ro ss m atter to generate 
thought assum e to find support fo r th eir h ypotheses in  the waste, 
by  m ental en ergy , o f the g ra y  tissue o f the corporeal brain , but 
th ey m ight as w ell ascribe to flow ing blood the cuttin g o f the 
vein from  which it issues. T h e  w aste is an effedt, not a cause. 
A ll en ergy  is destrudtive, or, to speak m ore accurately , is  recon- 
strudtive, and “ the pow er w hich builds, unbuilds, and builds 
again  ”  is ceaselessly  at w ork. M olecular d isintegration  is  has­
tened b y  a ll adtivity  in e v e ry  sort o f tissue, and, i f  a proper b al­
ance is m aintained, the w ork o f m olecular rearran gem en t is pro­
portionately hastened by nutrition. Som e scientists now affirm 
th at cholesterin  —  a  fa tty  salt found in the bile, lungs, and brain, 
and for which until ve ry  recen tly  nobody saw  any particu lar use—  
is the especial nutrim ent o f the g re y  m atter o f the brain . W ill the 
corporealists affirm  that it is  the cholesterin  w hich does the think­
in g ; that an heroic im pulse or poetic thought is  flattened crystals, 
insoluble in w ater but so lvab le in alcohol and ether, h av in g  well 
defined an gles o f crystallization  and obtainable in  quantity  from  
gall-stones ? T h e  gentlem en who stu d y m ind from  the standpoint 
o f m atter know a  little  about the physical brain , but not all, b y  
any m eans, even  o f that. Is  there one o f them  w ho know s the 
use o f the p ineal g la n d — which D escartes affirm ed to be “ the 
seat o f the so u l” — or can account for the g ra y  sand found in it, 
not present in  idiots or infants, scant in old age, and m ost abun­
dant in m iddle-age brains o f notable m ental v ig o r ?

T h e  prim itive forces a lread y  spoken o f m anifest them selves in 
the earliest m om ents of an in fan t’s existence and do not cease 
w hile life  lasts. T h e y  a ll tend tow ards experience o f and repletion 
w ith extern al stim uli which correspond to th eir nature, and a ll 
experiences o f sensation thus perceived  are recorded in the p lastic  
substance of the m olecular brain  as vestiges which m ay be stirred  
from  latency to m anifestation either by repetition o f the stim uli 
p rim arily  causing them, by contrasting stim uli, or b y  a  strenuous 
effort of the mind, consciously or unconsciously applied, as cona­
tive  vibrations, through the astral m edium . E v id e n tly  the depth 
o f such latent im pressions m ust be proportioned to the stren g th  
and frequen cy of the experiences o f like stim uli o f which the 
vestig es are resultants. H ence it is but natural th at the la rg e r  
num ber o f vestig es accum ulated from  the low er, or anim al, sen ses



— which are m ost productive of experiences in corporeal life  —  
should even tu ally  predom inate in strength  o ver those of the 
h igh er or intellectual ran ge. A n d  th is affords an explanation 
of the pow er of K a m a — or anim al desire —  in controlling our 
lives, so that a ,pessim istic good m an has been m oved to declare 
that ‘ ‘ m an is born to ev il as the sp arks fly  upw ard ” . It  also, i f  we 
refleCt upon the extensions of this influence, enables us to com ­
prehend the seem ing m ystery  o f the form ation, du ring life, o f the 
K am a-ru p a, the w h olly  anim al soul w hich becom es perceptib le 
a fte r  death as an ob jective entity. A n d  it m akes apparent w h y 
and how m en ’s ch aracters are so often stam ped upon th eir bodily 
features and form s. A ll the sensualities and vices that stain 
m en ’s souls stam p them selves first in deep im pressions upon the 
p lastic  brain, and thence find expression  in the outw ard form  to 
e v e ry  p art o f which that brain extends its influence. I t  is erron ­
eous to suppose that the brain  is all lodged in the cav ity  o f the 
skull. I t  is in the spine and the n erve  gan glion s, and practica lly  
throughout a ll the extensions o f the nervous system . V irch ow  
ch aracterized  the new -born child as “ an alm ost p u re ly  spinal b e­
i n g ” , and P flu g e r ’s experim ents upon fro g s  dem onstrated that 
consciousness of sensations, cap acity  to locate them , and pow er to 
direCt corporeal aCtion w ere a ll retained b y  the unfortunate batra- 
ch ians upon which he experim ented , a fte r  th eir skulls had been 
em ptied  o f brain  m atter. T h e  transference of consciousness o f a 
still h igh er ran ge from  the b rain  to the so lar p lexus, under cer­
tain  abnorm al nervous conditions, m ay also be cited as an addi­
tional evidence o f the diffusion o f the specialized m atter respon­
s iv e  to astral vibrations. So throughout the entire man runs his 
g ro ss  brain , and coextensive with it his astra l brain , en ergiz in g 
it, d irectin g  its fo rm ative w ork of g iv in g  outw ard dem onstration, 
in  a ll h is physical being, of w hat he has m ade of his soul.

Perception o f sensations and th eir retention as vestiges for stim ­
u lation  o f conative force at the com m and of reco llection— which 
is  a  m andatory vibration  in  the m ind —  m ay then be said to be 
p o w ers located in the astral brain  and its tool, the gross organ. 
B u t  beyond these is  the h igh er ran ge of faculties, ratiocination, 
reception  o f p u re ly  m ental im p ression s— either from  p u re ly  sub­
je c t iv e  concepts or b y  reflection from  the m entality  o f another—  
a n d  fin ally  the pow er o f im pulsion of m ental force upon others. 
A l l  these m ust necessarily, to be m ade potential, find translation 
th ro u g h  the low er rate  o f the astral m edium  to the still further 
d im in ished rate o f the gross brain , i f  even tu al m anifestation  on 
the m ateria l plane is sought, but not otherw ise.



T h at sensory perception is an attribute o f the astra l brain and 
not o f the corporeal is su fficiently  evidenced by its h igh est m ani­
festation in the experience o f the m any w h c possess the pow er of 
“ seeing on the astra l p la n e ”  either n orm ally  or under the ab n o r­
m al stim ulus of som e phase o f hypnotic control. T h e  entities 
seen by so-called “ sp iritualistic  m ed iu m s” , and w hich th ey m is­
take for sp irits of the dead, are on the astra l plane. Charcot, 
B in et fre re s , Ja m e s , and m any other in vestigators h ave shown the 
a b ility  o f a  hypnotee to becom e a w itness o f th ings which w ere 
not w ithin the range o f ph ysical perception and, b ein g  outside 
the know ledge of any person w hose m entality  could have reached  
the subjedt, could only h ave been sensed through  perception o f 
astral vibrations. A n d  the state o f statuvolism , or self-induced 
trance is sim p ly  an excitation  of the astral percip iency to an a b ­
norm al degree.

T h ese  phenom ena m ust not be confused w ith others, v e ry  
closely related yet a ltogeth er different, in which the com pelling 
force of one m entality  exerted  upon another is v e ry  c learly  d e ­
m onstrated. T h e  m ind o f e v e ry  hum an being, in proportion to 
its developm ent, possesses ind ividual capacity in ab ility  to reason, 
to draw  deductions from  vestig es of perceptions at its com mand, 
or im pressions o f a  h igh er range, and thus to eledt fo r itse lf b e ­
tw een good and evil. I t  is this which constitutes its m oral 
resp onsib ility  and determ ines its evolutionary progress, w hether 
dow nw ard under the dom ination o f its K a m ic  control or upw ard 
to sp iritual life . B ut it is  likew ise susceptible, in  g re a ter or lesser 
degree, to the vibrations pro jected  upon its p lane b y  other m inds, 
affedting and in som e cases even  p aralyz in g  that pow er of ratio­
cination. T h is  is  the case w hen it is subjedted to the w ill of another 
m entality  exerc is in g  upon it hypnotic control, w hen it is  rendered 
m entally  —  and it w ould ju stly  seem  —  m orally  irresponsible. 
It  m ay, on the other hand, i f  su fficiently  forcefu l to im pel such 
vib ration s on the m ental plane, in the sam e w ay take from  others 
th eir m entality  tem porarily  and even, to som e extent, perm an­
ently. H erein  lies the aw fu l d an ger attendant upon the pradtice 
o f hypnotism , fo r both the “ h yp n o tist”  and the “ se n s it iv e ” .

• J a m e s  H . C o n n e l l y .



WOULD UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE AID UNI­
VERSAL BROTHERHOOD ?

ON E  lan g u age fo r a ll men w ould g re a tly  help th eir progress 
to brotherhood ; but d iversity  o f lan g u age is an obstacle 

in  the path. T h e  T .S .  ought therefore to h ave a com m on m edi­
um  o f intercom m unication, able to stand o f its own strength  side 
b y  side w ith m other speech, supplem enting but not supplanting 
it . I t  ought, m oreover, to be of speedy acq u irem en t; fo r life  is 
sh o rt and we h ave m any other th ings to learn .

Such a m edium  ex ists  in the invention of Jo h n  M artin Sch leyer. 
I t  is as universal and as w ell established as is m athem atical, chem ­
ical, or m usical notation.

W h y not adopt E n g lish  or som e other natural lan g u age ? Con­
s id e r the difficulties. N atu ral lan guage, evolved  out of fusion 
an d  confusion, still retains a  m ass of irregu larities and idiom s 
w h ich , though they charm  the philologist, distress the student and 
e x h au st his tim e and en ergy . T h e  m ajo rity  o f b eginners drop a 
fo re ig n  lan guage on encountering the irregu lar verb . T h e  gem  
o f  E n g lish  scintillates m any a ra y , but not fo r  fo re ig n e rs ; they 
find our lan g u age as difficult as w e find theirs. T ran slation  is 
o ften  negledted, and at best is slow  and im perfedt. U nfathom ed 
litera tu res b ear m any a  gem  unseen. W ould you hide from  the 
m a jo r portion of h um anity the je w els  that sp ark le  on the brow  of 
T ru th  ? Y ou  h ave only to refradt them  through a  natural idiom.

W hy not, then, adopt this invented  lan guage ? T h ere  is no 
reason  w h y  not. Consider the a d v a n ta g e s : a com mon speech in 
in ternational conventions, correspondents in all parts of the world, 
in creased  literatu re  fo r students, increased clientage fo r authors, 
w id er dissem ination of dodtrine. In  less than a y e a r  a fte r  its 
adoption, the Theosophical w orld  would be solidified. B abel 
w ould  cease. W orkers w ould reorganize and com plete the path 
to the sky.

Is  it not a  kind o f outlandish jargo n  ? B y  no m eans. It  is not 
E n g lish , you k n o w ; but its ev ery  sound is found in our lan guage 
ex c e p t that o f dotted u, w hich is qu ickly  acquired by the practice 
o f say in g  “ y e ”  w ith the m outh ad justed  for say in g  “ y o u ” .

I s  it difficult ? On the contrary, it is rid icu lously easy. It  has 
n o  artificia l genders, no irregu larities  of an y  kind. T h ere  is but 
one declension and but one conjugation.

I s  it serv iceab le ? V e ry . It  can exp ress any th ou gh t; fo r  it 
is  ex tre m ely  flexible. Nouns, fo r instance, h ave  tense form s w hen 
ca p a b le  o f tense m eanings.

H ow  long w ill it  take to learn  it ? T h a t depends. T h e  q u es­



tion re se m b les : H ow  long w ill a  shoe w ear ? P rem isin g  the in tel­
lectual activ ity  of a Theosophist, it w ill require  no m ore than five  
seconds to learn  declension, five m inutes to leam  conjugation, 
five hours to learn  the w hole g ra m m ar; and a fte r  five d ays ’ p rac­
tice one can speak and correspond.

W hat is it called  ? V olapuk, which m eans W orld-Speech.
S . K a d e m a l .

Boston.

N o t e .—W ith the m erits  of V olapuk we have b u t little  to do, and not know ­
in g  it  cannot criticise its structure or use for present business purposes. T h e  
article above is in teresting  as raising  the question w hether a  language univer­
sal which was m anufactured w ould aid  universal b ro therhood; an d  a n o th e r 
one, w ould an y  language aid  i t  ? A s i t  is seem ingly clear th a t violations o f 
universal brotherhood grow  out of the character and no t the language of th e  
violators, it  would seem to  follow th a t no new  language would p rev en t th e  vio­
lation. W e see th a t peoples who h av e one language are  a t  w ar w ith each o th e r  
an d  kill one another. T he A m erican revolution arose am ong an d  ag ain st 
those who all h ad  E nglish  as th eir one language an d  a t th a t tim e very well u nder­
stood by the revolutionists. Now if they h ad  V olapuk it  w ould not have b een  
different. T he w ar an d  strife and blood grew  out of regulations hav in g  th e ir  
foundation in  character, for the ideas of tne E nglish  caused those governm en­
ta l regulations th a t se t the fath ers on fire; y et both sides used E nglish  as th e ir  
universal tongue. E vidently  it was character, idea, rule, regulation, an d  th e  
like th a t m ade the occasion for conduct opposed to brotherhood, on w hichever 
side you put the onus of the violation. R aces like the Chinese have a  comm on 
mode of w riting w hich people of vastly  different tongues can read  universally, 
b u t they  are  and have been plunged in war; w ould an y  other common la n ­
guage have m ade th e  slightest difference ? I  th ink not. W hile it is true th a t 
a  universal language would be a  good thing, still is also tru e  th a t the av erag e  
level of intelligence is low an d  th a t the highly-cultivated person is fa r above 
the average. T he universal tongue would nave to  be lim ited to the low level 
of the mediocre average so as to  be understood b y  all, or else the cultured o n es 
would have to  deal in another set of term s to  express th eir h igher id e a s; th is  
would be tan tam o u n t to  a  new er language th an  the first, an d  so on ad infini­
tum. W hen, however, the race is en tirely  raised up to  a  rig h t level of m orals, 
conduct, character, aspiration, an d  ideal, then we will be ready  w ith profit to  
have th e  universal tongue. T he confusion of tongues grew  out of change o f  
n atu re  due to  evolutionary differences in races, and  each m ade its  own la n ­
guage, based fundam entally  on national character. M eanwhile it would seem  
th a t Volapuk will be confined to  a  lim ited circle of the hum an family.

' T he universal m ethod of w riting used in  th e  occult lodges form s no g ro u n d  
for the arg u m en t in the article b y  Mr. K adem al, because the use of th a t la n ­
guag e is preceded by a  change of conduct, ideal, and character. T his u n i­
versal m ethod actually  exists to-day an d  in several forms, while it is probably  
true also th a t a  still older system  w as used in the v ery  ancient records to som e 
of which H .P.B . had  access; b u t still and again  the characters of those w h o  
used th a t form w ere noble, high, w orld-dom inating, and  not such as th e  a v e r­
age of this century. W. Q. J.

CORRESPONDENCE.
D e a r  P a t h  : — I have a  suggestion to make. N ot long ago a t the B ritish  

Museum I saw a  list of books trea tin g  of Cagliostro. T h ere  w ere a b o u t 
twenty-five, an d  doubtless the M useum contains m any m ore telling of th e  
th ree  o th er ag en ts of the B rotherhood in the la s t century—St. G erm ain, M es- 
mer, and St. M artin. T h e  libraries of P aris w ould furnish  even m ore m a te ­
rial. O ut of this m ass of m a tte r a  good French scholar could be en abled  to  
g a th e r sufficient m aterial for a  larg" book th a t w ould be extrem ely in te re s tin g



a n d  have a  large sale. I  have had the pleasure of read in g  m any accounts of 
these m en, from  books in the A stor L ibrary . T hey gave details as to the char­
acter, m ethods, incidents, phenom ena, and errors of th e  leaders of the move­
m e n t of th a t day, which w ould not only be entertaining, b u t instructive, to all 
of our m em bers. P erh ap s the recital of errors of the m ovem ent in the last 
c en tu ry  would enable us to avoid them  in this. I tru s t th a t some capable 
Fellow  in E urope will undertake the task. J o h n  M. P r y s e .

Ti t e r a r yTMo t e s .
A u g u s t  T h e o s o p h i s t . “ Old D iary  L eaves X X IX ” is of H. P. B.’s per­

sonal tra its  an d  h abits an d  peculiarities, a  m ost vivid account an d  of intense 
in te re s t N othing about h er should be lost, an d  Col. O lcott is doing w hat no 
one else can. H er reduction of flesh by m esm erized w ater, h er g re a t musical 
skill an d  her beautiful hands, the form er m arvellous w hen she was taken pos­
session of by one of the Mahfitm&s, her strange costum e a t the theater, the 
gold chain for the N ew foundland dog, the explanation of h er unconvention­
a lity , an d  her singular ideas of loyalty  and  accuracy,—all a re  delightfully 
described, an d  the concluding parag rap h  of this L eaf is one of the Colonel’s 
finest. T he rem arks on vegetarian  diet are  of preem inent common-sense, 
wisdom , an d  practicality. Dr. D uP rel’s “ C lairvoyance” will, one m ust cer­
tain ly  hope, be published as a  book w hen complete, to m atch his g re a t w ork 
on D ream s. T n ere  are  several long articles distinctively E astern  in quality, 
b u t of unusual sense and intelligibleness, really m eritorious.—[ A .  F .]

A u g u s t  L u c i f e r . “ T he R ationale  of D e a th ” concludes: it  is a  singu­
larly  fine paper, particularly  so in its  description (p . 486-7) of post-m ortem  
stages, though one m ay question th e  preceding assertion th a t the sam e mole­
cules of a  m an’s body reappear incarnation a fter incarnation. “ D evotion and 
th e  Spiritual Life ” , by Mrs. Besant, is a  publication of her lecture delivered 
before the Blavatsky Lodge d uring  the Convention week, filiphas Levi has 
perform ed a  doctrinal som ersault, an d  now “ goes fo r” R om an Catholic doc­
trin e  a fter a  fashion not inferior to Col. Ingersoll’s. Y et the Colonel would 
h ard ly  have described A ntichrist as the “ m isb eg o tten ” child of an  “ im potent 
e u n u c h ” ! Mr. M ead contributes a  short essay, “ O n w ard ”, w ith  m ysterious 
references an d  muffled allusions, so portentous in tone an d  y et so Delphicly 
indefinite th a t the a g ita ted  reader, filled w ith  vague terrors, cries out a t last 
‘•W hy doesn’t  he say o u t w hat he m e a n s ? ” T he R ep o rt of the European 
Section Convention is very  in teresting . T here are now 46 Lodges and 50 
C en ters in Europe; the Section L ib rary  h as 1400 books ; the H .P .B . Memorial 
F u n d  is b e in g  used to produce A  Modern Panarion, a  collection of her fugi­
tive w ritings. T he review er in Luctfer should rem em ber th a t om itting  an 
im p o rtan t w ord from a  quotation alters the sense : see page 525.—[A .F .]

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S i f t i n g s ,  Vol. V II, No. 7 , contains a  profound m etaphysi­
cal article on “ C onsciousness” by R. B. H olt, w ith m any references and 
quotations. A n occasional sentence is intelligible to ordinary  readers and 
review ers, b u t the rest baffles both. Hence no criticism  is possible, though 
there survives a  pleased satisfaction th a t the Theosophical Society is evolving 
w riters  who can hold their own am ong the T eutonic an d  A nglican discoursers 
upon the incom prehensible, an d  can even com pete w ithout sham e with E astern  
th inkers in th a t field. " T h e  H eresy of S ep ara ten ess” is reprinted from Luci­
fer. I t  does n o t perceive th a t “ c h a rity ’ has to  do w ith motives, not with 
facts, an d  th a t shuttin g  one’s eyes to facts is no tribute  to tru th  either in our 
ow n souls or in the w orld without. T he doctrine th a t to perceive an evil is as 
b ad  as to com m it it  m ay beguile a  few old women of both sexes, b u t not level­
h eaded  thinkers an d  reasoners.—[A .F .]

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S i f t i n g s , Vol. V II, No. 8, is on “ T h e  M yth of Prom e­
th e u s ”. T h e  decision of the T .P .S . to discontinue Siftings a fter next F eb ru ­
a ry , deplorable as i t  would be if Dr. H erb ert Coryn contributed further, could 
n o t be reg re tted  if fu tu re  issues w ere like No. 8. T h ere  are some very sen­
sible reflections in the m iddle part, but the m ass of it  is m ere m a tte r taken



from the Secret Doctrine et at, most quoted and the rest borrowed. “ Mad­
am e Blavatsky says ” occurs th irteen  times, besides other introductory  formula 
or only quotation m arks. T his h ab it of perpetual d rafts upon the6'.Z>. and 
incessantly  using its term s an d  ideas is becom ing unspeakably  w earisom e to 
readers of Siftings, not m erely because it is generally  used w ith  the complac­
ent a ir  of one who is arm ed w ith a  conclusive weapon, b u t because all people 
g et tired  of h aving  any single idea drum m ed into  them  in season an d  out of 
season. H um an n atu re  rebels. One does w ant some intelligent an d  inde­
pendent thought,.som ething m ore th an  a  hash from  H .P .B , “ Shun the man 
of one book” is as true as ever. If  “ stu d en ts of the Secret Doctrine", of 
whom we hear so m uch, could realize how tiresom e th eir speech and pens are 
a p t to become, Theosophical literatu re  would be im proved, Theosophical brains 
be m ore than receptacles, and  some contem ptuous expressions from  other no 
less devoted friends of H .P .B . be saved.—[A .F .]

T h e  W e a l t h  o f  I n d i a , a  m onthly m agazine solely devoted to the Eng­
lish translation of the b est S anskrit works. T his publication, of w hich the 
first volum e of tw elve p arts  has been received, h as so far been devoted to the 
translation of th e  Srimadbhagabatam an d  to the Vishnu Purdna, the most 
com plete of all the Pur&nas. T he translation  is very readable, b u t it is to be 
reg retted  th a t so often enum erations of objects or qualities are  cut short by 
“ e tc .” I t  is much to be comm ended th a t native H indu publishers are  doing 
their p a rt tow ards p u ttin g  th eir own sacred S criptures into the hands of Eng­
lish and  A m erican readers.—[J .H .F .J

T h e  U n k n o w n  W o r l d  is a  new E nglish m onthly of 48 pages “ devoted 
to the O ccult Sciences, Magic, M ystical Philosophy, Alchemy, H erm etic Arch­
aeology, and th e  H idden Problem s of Science, L iteratu re , Speculation, and 
H isto ry ”. I t  announces as its sphere w hatsoever “ lies behind the mountains 
of our ig n o ran ce” , and prom ises the fullest and m ost com petent investigation 
into W hite an d  Black Magic, N ecrom ancy, D ivination, Astrology, W itchcraft, 
E lem entals and  Elem entaries, the Illum inati, E soteric F reem asonry, the Mys­
teries, the Mystics, etc., d iscarding extracts from contem porary literature. 
T h e  threefold division of M ysticism is sta ted  to be T ranscendental Science, 
T ranscendental Philosophy, an d  T ranscendental Religion. A  series of papers 
on A lchem y is begun, also one by E dw ard M aitland on “ T h e  N ew  Gospel of 
In terp retatio n ” ; Mr. S innett w rites on “ T he Theosophical R ev iv al” ; the Rev.
G. W. A llen copiously explains C hristian Theosophy u nder “ T h e  Place of Evil 
in  God’s O rd e r” ; there are articles on M ysticism in Poetry, T h e  Hermetic 
D octrine of Paracelsus, T he Rosicrucian M ystery, L ord Bacon an d  the Mystics, 
etc. Prom ise is m ade of much inform ation never before published in regard 
to Occult Science, the history of secret societies connected w ith Mysticism, 
an d  the ritu als of the Black A rt. In  all th a t is said of th e  purposes of the 
m agazine a devout an d  reverent sp irit appears. D ivine things are always 
trea ted  as of first im portance, and serious resolve for T ru th  is everywhere 
indicated. W hether so large a program  can be fully verified, and whether the 
editor, Mr. A rth u r E dw ard W aite, is com petent to th a t verification, of course 
cannot be settled  by one num ber. I f  both are  dem onstrated in the career of 
the m agazine, no heartier congratulations will come from any quarter than 
from the P a t h . I ts  appearance, indeed, is fresh evidence of the increasing 
in terest supersensuous m atters have for the age, an d  its  serious tone augurs 
hopefully. Single num bers are sixpence, an d  the annual subscription is six 
shillings.—[A .F .]

A \ir ro r  °f the JV\oVe rr\en t •
AMERICA.

E x p u l s i o n . Mr. Geo. W. G erhardt, a m em ber of the Syracuse Branch, 
w as expelled from the B ranch and from the Theosophical Society on Sep. 5th, 
a fter due notice and trial. By unanim ous vote it  w as decided that the 
charges should not be m ade public, b u t the finding an d  sentence were sub­



m itted  to the G eneral S ecretary  an d  by him  unqualifiedly approved. T his is 
the m an who claimed to have been in In d ia  an d  to have received various 
degrees in A deptship, publishing nonsense to th a t effect in the press and  
brin g in g  the T .S . into disrepute. But he now has one real degree—E .F .T .S . 
(E xpelled Fellow Theosophical Society). [Lucifer and the Theosophist please 
copy.]

Claude Falls Wright lectured to a large audience in the rooms of 
the Toronto Branch on Tuesday, August 21st, upon “First Principles. 
The following evening he spoke on “ Man”, Aug. 23d upon “Death”, 
and Aug. 24th upon “Schools of Occultism”. These meetings were all crowd­
ed. His visit to Toronto closed with a public lecture on “The Adepts” in 
Broadway Hall, Sunday, Aug. 26th. He then left for Bar Harbor, Maine, 
being invited there at the suggestion of Mrs. Dunbar Hunt. A day was 
spent in making calls and working up lectures, and on the evening of Aug. 
31st he addressed a meeting in Mrs. Barney's drawing room on “Theosophy”. 
The next afternoon he addressed a meeting at Mrs. Place’s on “ The 
Theosophical Society”. A very large audience was present on Sunday even­
ing, Sept. 2d, at St. Sauveur Hotel to hear a lecture on “Reincarnation”, and 
a still larger one was present the following evening at his address on “Occult­
ism”, the rooms of the Belmont Hotel, where it was held, being crowded. 
Mr. Wright then had immediately to leave for Syracuse, N.Y. He stopped a 
few hours in Boston on the way, and arrived in Syracuse Sept. 5th. That 
evening he attended a business meeting of the Branch. Friday 7th he lec­
tured to the Branch on “Dreams”. Saturday 8th he addressed a meeting in 
Mrs. Mundy’s drawing-room on “The Secret Doctrine". On the ioth he held 
a meeting of members. On the 12th he gave a public lecture on “Madame 
Blavatsky” in the Vanderbilt Hotel rooms. On the 13th, in Mrs. Olcott’s 
parlor, a meeting of the Society was held to engage rooms, etc., for a head­
quarters in Syracuse. Friday and Saturday were spent in arranging about 
them and fixing on suitable quarters. On Sunday, Sept. 16th, an inaugural 
meeting was held in the new rooms, 131 Bastable Block, and Mr. Wright gave 
an address on “Concentration”. On Sept. 17th and 17th meetings of mem­
bers were held in the rooms, and on the 19th Mr. Wright gave a public lec­
ture on “Symbolism”. He now goes to Cleveland, Dayton, and Columbus, 
Ohio.

B u r c h a m  H a r d i n g  has returned to Boston and will continue the work of 
forming centers in the New England States. At the Boston headquarters he 
opened the winter season of Sunday evening lectures, taking for subjects 
“ Perfectibility of Man” and “ States after Death”. The center at Worcester 
has been visited and lectures given in College Hall. That center is now firmly 
established with a weekly study class conducted by its own members.

T he Countess Wachtmeister visited Hot Springs, Ark., and lectured 
on the 21st and 22d of August, having a special meeting for Theosophists on 
the afternoon of the 23d. The Countess’s visit to Cincinnati was very brief, 
but she delivered two lectures in Dayton, which might have been well at- 
tendeed had the most ordinary steps towards advertising been taken and proper 
arrangements made. She then went to Columbus, giving lectures as usu il 
and stirring up great interest and enthusiasm in the Branch. On the 3d, 4th, 
and 5th of September she staid in Toledo, and the Unitarian Church in 
which the lectures were given was crowded, many persons standing. Open 
meetings for inquirers and special meetings for Branch members were also 
held. An unwise minister by the name of Brandt who attacked the Countess 
was replied to by her, and perhaps wished that he had been more cautious. 
Thence she went to Sandusky, accepting the hospitality of MissT.H.B. Davis. 
On the night of the 8th she lectured in the Hall of the West House by invita­
tion. There were about 100 persons present. One result of the visit to 
Sandusky was the formation of a new Branch under her auspices. Prior to 
this, however, the Countess made a visit to the Island of Put-in-Bay, giving 
a lecture in the Town Hall to between 150 and 200 people, the audience being 
made up of the very best class of Islanders and summer visitors. The next 
day she spoke at the funeral of Miss Holly, and her remarks were so beauti­
ful that all were deeply impressed. Very great help had been given to the 
Theosophical movement by a sermon against Theosophy preached by the



Rector of the Island, the sermon stirring up the population to find out all 
about Theosophy. A reading class has been started and literature is in great 
demand. On Sunday, the gth, the Countess arrived in Jamestown, N.Y., and 
addressed a large audience upon “ Theosophy” that evening. On Monday 
evening she lectured upon “ Magnetism and Hypnotism", a pay-lecture and 
not so well attended. On Tuesday evening she met the Branch and gave 
valuable suggestions in regard to Branch work. The universal conviction 
was that her visit had accomplished great good. On the 13th the Countess 
reached Philadelphia and lectured to women and girls in the hall of the Col­
lege Settlement. After the lecture some girls belonging to the Daisy Chain 
Club expressed to the Countess a wish to attend her lectures on Friday and 
Saturday. Tickets of admission were given them, but they did not attend, 
probably because “orthodoxy” judged that unwise. On Friday afternoon the 
Countess held a public reception in the room of the Krishna T.S., and in the 
evening lectured on “ Theosophy” to a good audience. On Saturday, the 15th, 
she held another public reception, and from 4 to 5 met the members only, 
whereat she dwelt on the importance of concentrating work in the Branch. 
In the evening she lectured on “ Magnetism and Hypnotism". On the 16th 
the Countess left for New York, and on the 17th went to Boston. On Tues­
day evening she lectured upon “ Theosophy”, on Wednesday afternoon spoke 
to the Swedes and Scandinavians, attended a reception on Wednesday even­
ing and spoke for an hour on H.P.B., etc., and on Thursday lectured upon 
“ The Difference between Magnetism and Hypnotism” before a large meet­
ing, so crowded that many were turned away. During the Boston visit she 
met innumerable visitors and accomplished much geod. On Friday the Count­
ess returned to New York and lectured before the Aryan Branch in the even­
ing on “ Theosophy and H.P.B.” On Sunday evening she lectured before 
the “ H.P.B.” Branch in Harlem upon “ H. P. Blavatsky, the Theosophical 
Adepts, and India", and on Monday evening, the 24th, lectured before the 
Brooklyn T.S. On Tuesday evening the Countess held a special meeting of 
Theosophists only, then attended the regular weekly meeting of the Aryan 
Branch aad said some gracious words of farewell to the members, and on 
Wednesday, the 26th, she departed for Europe in the “ City of Paris”.

T h e  C i n c i n n a t i  B r a n c h  has found it necessary to once more remove 
to other meeting rooms. In no sense is this a backward step, for it wall take 
up its winter’s work in a large hall in the Lincoln Inn Court, 227 Main street, 
adjoining the Custom House and Postoffice. Within a radius of one square is 
the central crossing of every street railroad in the city. The hall is lighted 
on three sides, and will seat some two hundred people. The hall is up one 
flight of stairs, and the building is a first-class office structure filled with 
lawyers. Arrangements are about complete to furnish one of the large daily 
papers a column article on Theosophy for each Sunday issue. The plan of 
work pursued will be much the same as in other quarters,—public lectures and 
free discussion for open meetings, and the study of the Secret D octrine  once 
a week.

T h e  S y r a c u s e  T . S .  opened its new room, 131 Bastable Block, on Sunday 
evening, Sept. 16th, with a public lecture by Mr. Claude F. Wright on “ Con­
centration”. The rooms were well filled and much interest manifested. Mr. 
Wright has done much to help the Society over some rough places, and it is in 
good working order. There will be regular public meetings on Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings, also classes for the study of the Secret D octrine, the 
K ey to Theosophy, and “ Christianity in the Light of Theosophy”, on other 
evenings during the week. The members have given their books on Theoso­
phy to the Library, thus increasing its reading matter, and those who take 
the P a t h  and other magazines will leave them for use on the table in the 
room. Mrs. Frances Myers has kindly volunteered to give all her time to the 
work, and the rooms thus have a permanent secretary. Under her supervision 
they are open during the day from 10 to 12 and from 2 until 5, other members 
having charge in the evenings, when they are again open from 8 to 10.

T h e  C o r i n t h i a n  B r a n c h  of the Theosophical Society has met regularly 
during the winter and summer at the Maschmedt Farm, and the class in the 
K ey to Theosophy has been held every Thursday evening. Since the latter 
part of June the Farm has been visited by a large number of Theosophists,



several of whom have lectured at the Sunday meetings. Among them were 
Mrs. L. H. Fisk of Toledo, Miss Margaret Guild of Cambridge, Mr. and Mrs. 
L. F. Wade of Boston, Mr. Burcham Harding of New York, and Mrs. H. 
Maschmedt. Connected with the outside work may be mentioned two lec­
tures, the arrangements for which were made by Mrs. I. A. Requa of Brooklyn. 
These lectures were given by Mr. Burcham Harding in the parlors of the 
Grand Union Hotel at Saratoga ; they were well attended and much appre­
ciated. .

PACIFIC COAST ITEMS.
S e a t t l e  T . S .  had Sunday evening lectures in September: R eincarna­

tion, A. M. Sands; Platonism , C. J. Clark; A ltru ism  and Egotism , Mrs. 
Addie J. Barlow; Psychic and S p iritu a l Pow ers, E. O. Schwagerl; A im  o f  
Theosophy, John H. Wilson.

Blavatsky Hall, Los Angeles, Calif., from August 12th to September 
27th had lectures: The Various A s t r a l  Bodies, Dr.G.F. Mohn; The R elig ious  
A sp ect o f  Theosophy, Mrs. Lula H. Rogers; The Scientific A spect o f  
Theosophy, H. A. Gibson; The Source o f  Theosophy, Mrs. L. F. Weirsmul- 
ler. On August 20th Mrs. L. E. Geise lectured at the Soldiers’ Home to 
about three hundred people on K arm a a n d  the E th eric  Substance. At Santa 
Ana on September 2d Dr. G. F. Mohn lectured to a fair audience on The­
osophy or the Wisdom R elig io n , and on the same day Mr. H. A. Gibson 
lectured at Compton on The Scientific A spect o f  Theosophy. On the 3d at 
the Soldiers’ Home Dr. G. F. Mohn lectured on Reincarnation  to a crowded 
house, many standing. Theosophy is gaining much ground at the Home, and 
our literature in its library is largely used. The Training Club and Branch and 
Study Classes are holding weekly meetings with good results. Santa Barbara 
and Riverside have called for lectures. Los Angeles is really becoming a 
typical Pacific Coast Center.

C o l o r a d o  S p r i n g s  T.S., Colorado Springs, Colo., was chartered on Sep. 
17th with six charter-members, ranking 93d on the roll. Mrs. Caroline E. 
Finch is President, and Mrs. Lorraine H. Parsons, 723 N. Nevada Ave., is 
Secretary.

S a n t a  B a r b a r a  L o d g e  T.S., Santa Barbara, Calif., was chartered on 
Sep. 17th with seven charter-members. It is 94th on the roll. The Presi­
dent is Mrs. Angie Magee, and the Secretary Mrs. Mary H. Bowman.

The Pacific Coast Lecturer visited Kshanti Branch, Victoria, B. C., 
from August 21st to 27th, and gave two public lectures and a quiz, also hold­
ing Branch and other meetings. A training class for drill in methods of 
public T.S. work is to be formed, and a hall for headquarters, library, read­
ing room, and lectures has just been taken in the very centre of the city, 
■where public Sunday meetings will be held and the hall be open every even­
ing. Dr. Griffiths then went to Seattle, Wash., lecturing on the 31st upon “Is 
Brotherhood a Fact, Fad, or Fancy?”, and on the 2d of September on “High 
Lights of Theosophy”. A public quiz was held on the 3d, and he also-visited 
the Branch and training class, whereto he made suggestions as to improve­
ments in work. On the 5th he went to Port Townsend and lectured, and on , 
the 6th addressed the Branch, which has now begun a Branch library. From 
the 8th to the 14th Dr. Griffiths staid in Tacoma, lecturing on the 9th and 
nth, holding a quiz on the 12th and a Branch meeting on the 13th. At the 
latter Dr. Griffiths explained the order of proceedings and method of system­
atic study used by many Pacific Coast Branches, also outlining the objects 
and methods of training classes. Both will probably be adopted by Narada 
Branch. Private and informal meetings were also held. The first Lotus 
Circle of the Northwest was organized in Narada Branch, and meets every 
Sunday. On the 14th the Doctor lectured at Puyallup, and by request of 
Seattle Branch returned to Seattle and gave “Theosophy and Heredity” as a 
lecture on September 16th.

S e v e n t y  t i m e s  S e v e n  T.S., Sacramento, Calif., was chartered on Sep. 7th 
with seven charter-members. and ranks 92d on the American Roll. Miss 
Caroline G. Hancock is President, and the Secretary is Mr. Alfred Spinks, 
P.O. Box 505.



FOREIGN.
HAWAIIAN ISLANDS.

Mrs. Mercie M. Thirds, formerly Secretary of the Chicago Headquar­
ters, went out to Honolulu with Mrs. T.R. Foster of that city to help in Theo­
sophic work there. The Aloha T.S. is the name of the local Branch. From 
the daily papers of the Islands we find that Mrs. Thirds had a splendid public 
hearing, and the reports were long and painstakingly done. The S ta r  gives 
a long interview on August 15th. A parlor talk was given at the house of 
Mrs. Foster on August 14th, and on the 15th the first public lecture was given 
in the Society’s Hall, in the Foster Block, on “ The Mission of Theosophy”. 
There were then many conversations and arranging of plans. On the 17th 
she lectured in the same hall on “ Theosophy and Christianity”, the report of 
this in the paper being decorated with a picture. A parlor talk was held on 
the 21st to prepare for a study class. Another lecture was given on the 24th 
on “ Evolution and Theosophy”. The S ta r  reports the audience as large and 
intelligent Propaganda is progressing, inasmuch as the resident Bishop has 
warned his congregation against Theosophical literature as being “ of the 
devil”. It must be a queer sort of devil, and if there be one he must be de­
lighted when he hears of people being warned off Theosophy and carassed 
into dogmatism.

INDIA.
Sri Aroodha Swamy is the name of a Yogi at Hubli who has much influ­

ence. He is now interested in the T.S., and has recently commended it as a 
God-sent movement. He is called a Raja-Yogi. The work of the Bellary 
Sanmarga Samaj caught his attention, and he presided recently at a large 
gathering which listened to our friend R. Jagannathiah.

The vernacular preaching and other work goes on well. This has re­
ceived aid at Bellary from America, Brother Judge having sent contributions 
specially made by Americans. Three villages in India give aid thus: San- 
galakula, 40 seers of yellow cholum and 47 of korralu; Kolagallu, 183 seers of 
korralu and 163 of white cholum ; Mincheri, 98 seers of korralu. This was 
sold and realized over 17 rupees, or, say, $5.00. Contributions are sustained, 
and being from the heart must do good.

At Secunderabad M. M. Srivavasacharya delivered a lecture on the evils 
of intemperance. He is one of the Samaj preachers.

The Samaj has a free reading room also, which is much used.
Bro. R. Jagannathiah, who had a government appointment by which he 

sustained his family, has given it up so as to work constantly for the T.S. at 
Bellary and in the vernacular work. His support is looked out for by the 
others, and principally by T. A. Swaminatha. They are both working in 
concert with American friends who wish to do all they can to help the T.S. 
cause in India by just such work as this vernacular sort which will reach deep 
down into the population.

The return of Col. Olcott to India after his trip to England must show 
results, as he is much benefitted in health. He seems, fortunately, to be good 
for many more years. One of his efforts was to try and make the English 
government do more justice to the Ceylonese Buddhists in respect to the 
quarter-mile clause by which injustice has been done to them. B.

P e r s o n s  u s i n g  t h e  C i r c u l a t i n g  L i h r a r y  are invited to add to their Cata­
logues the following books added since the Catalogue was printed: No. 267,
L a y  R elig ion  (Harte); 268, The D ivin e Pym ander (Westcott); 269, A utobiog­
raphy o f A nnie B esa n t; 270, Theosophist, Vol. XV, Part 1; 271, Theosophi­
ca l Forum , Vol. V; 272, The B u ild in g  o f  the Kosmos (Besant); 273, The  
Unknown L ife  o f  Jesu s  C h rist; 274, P rin c ip ia  N ova  Astronom ica (Pratt); 
275, The H erm etic A r t ; 276, Reminiscences o f H. P . Blu7/atsky and "T h e  S e ­
cret D octrine" (Countess Wachtmeister); 277, The N ew  Theology  (Harte); 
278, M ysteries o f M agic  (Waite); 279, Yoga Su tra  o f P a t  a n ja h ; 280, L u c i­

f e r ,  Vol. XIV.

Virtue is not only good morality and truth, but also strength of soul which ftfWr* 
not Nature.—Daily Items.
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