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A n d  th e  h o u se  w h e n  it  w a s  in  b u i ld i n g  w a s  b u ilt  o f  s to n e  

m a d e  r e a d y  b e fo r e  it  w a s  b r o u g h t  t h it h e r , so  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
n e it h e r  h a m m e r  n o r  a x e  n o r  a n y  to o l o f  iro n  h e a r d  in  th e  
h o u se  w h i le  it  w a s  in  b u i ld i n g .— I  K in g s , w ,  7.

T h is  i s  m a n 's  h o u se .

T h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l S o c ie ty , a s  s u c h , i s  n o t  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  a n y  o p in io n  o r  d e c l a r a t i o n  tn  
t h i s  M a g a z i n e , by w h o m s o e v e r e x p re s s e d \  u n le s s  c o n t a in e d  in  a n  O ff ic ia l D o c u m e n t.

W h e r e  a n y  a r t ic le  o r  s ta te m e n t  h a s  th e  a u t h o r ’ s  n a m e  a t ta c h e d , h e  a lo n e  is  r e s p o n s ib le ,  
a n d  f o r  th o s e  w h ic h  a r e  u n s ig n e d  th e  E d i t o r  w i l l  b e  a c c o u n t a b le .

MA N Y  Theosophists are accustom ed to accept as auth oritative 
such instru6lion as th ey believe has been im parted b y  the 

beings know n as M ahatm as, in w hose existence they have good 
reason for belief, and whom they regard  as the teachers and 
gu id es of our race in all that tends tow ard its evolution from  the 
m aterial plane to sp irituality . T h is  confidence, naturally , is not 
shared  b y  those whose habits of life  and education h ave trained 
them  to look only upon the m aterialistic side of ev eryth in g— gen e­
ra lly  w ith the dom inant, i f  not the sole, idea of seein g “  how much 
th ere is in i t ”  in the w ay  of financial profit. Pseudo-scientists, whose 
m ental vision is  bounded by the lim itations of the m icroscope and 
spe<5troscope, deny the existence of the M ah atm as; and shallow , 
in d ifferen t ignorance echoes, with added jib es  and jeers , their in ­
terested  repudiation. O f course, w hen “ sc ie n c e ”  and “ re lig ­
io n ”  agree  upon an yth in g, the m ajo rity  of m ankind— too much 
“ civilized ”  to do an y th inking fo r them selves— contentedly accept 
such conclusion as righ t, w ithout tak ing the trouble of indepen­
dent consideration as to w hether both “ science”  and “ re lig ion ”  m ay 
not both be w rong.

B ut there re a lly  are  v e ry  good reasons for confidence in the 
ex istence o f the M ahatm as, reasons not at a ll based upon sentim ent 
or fancy, but upon sound philosophy. It  is  perfe<5t ly  w ell under­
stood that th ey are  not another ord er o f beings, but h ave  been,
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and are, sim ply  men. T h a t does not necessarily  im p ly  that they 
have corporeal bodies. T h e  real man is not the form  w hich was 
born, is liab le to cold, hunger, sickness, wounds, and death. It 
is  the im m ortal sp iritual soul, with such associate princip les as 
are n ecessary  to establish its ind ividuality , which constitutes the 
m an, even du ring norm al earth-life . T h e  strength  and w orth  of 
that soul are w hat determ ine the true value of the m an, not the 
density of his body. A nd the pow er he exercises over h is fellow  
m an, upon m aterial th ings, and in shaping his own destiny, lies in 
the forces of his soul, not in the en ergy  with which he can strike 
a physical b low  or the distance he can kick.

T h e  M ahatm as are sim ply “ G reat S o u ls ”  [M aha , g re a t ; Atm a , 
soul] who h ave becom e great by th eir wondrous attainm ents of 
h igh er know ledge than is possessed b y other men. Com m and 
o ver all the secrets of m atter is but a sm all part of th eir wisdom. 
T h e y  h ave gained m astery  over the m ighty  m ystery  of death, and 
that yet g re a ter m ystery, l ife ; and in so doing have learned how, 
in th eir own persons, to rise superior to the law s of m atter bound­
in g  the existence of our race. C apable of ca rry in g  their conscious­
ness to planes of bein g in fin itely beyond the m aterial, th ey h ave 
won c lear perception o f the trem endous schem e of evolution 
w hich is the sustain ing principle of the un iverse and all it contains, 
attained com prehension of its law s, and becom e possessors of the 
pow er to follow  its  course, with lucid apprehension of all its details, 
not only through ages past, and w ith all-com prehending know ledge 
o f the present, but through aeons yet to com e m ade th em selves 
p artakers of the divine consciousness. Y e t , with a ll this, th ey 
h ave not ceased to be m en, “ the eld er b ro th e rs ”  of our race, as 
th ey  have been w ell charadterized b y  those p riv ileged  to know 
them . W hether they tem porarily  assum e corporeal bodies, or 
clothe th eir ind ividualities with less gross m atter, is  w h olly  d e­
pendent upon their own w i l l ; but in neither case w ould th eir 
presence necessarily  ch allenge the observation of an y ex cep t 
those to whom th ey m ight choose to reveal them selves, since as 
corporeal men they would appear ju st like other m en, and if  em ­
bodied in m ore tenuous m atter would be invisible. A s  a m atter 
o r  fa6t, though their influence is constantly fe lt in ev ery  u p w ard  
m ovem ent of hum anity, they rare ly  m ingle am ong m en. K e e n ly  
susceptib le as they h ave becom e to the high vibrations of th e  
m ental plane, the fin  de siicle life , th rillin g  w ith selfishness and sen su ­
a lity , fu ll of base am bitions, vicious im pulses, and m aterial e n e r­
gies, would be not on ly offensive but positive ly  painful to th em . 
One m ay im agine w ith  w hat d isgust and d istressfu l p ity  a m a n



w ould  be filled who, in m oving am id a throng of his fellow -crea- 
tu res, should be in tensely  conscious of th eir respective real p h ysi­
ca l conditions, their disorders, pains, defects. and rottennesses, 
the secrets th ey ca re fu lly  h ide from  all eyes but their own and the 
d octor's. W ell, ca rry  that fan cy  from  the physical to the m ental 
p lane, and, in so doing, in tensify  it an hundredfold, and it w ill 
a ffo rd  som e idea of w h at a bein g g ifted  w ith the M ahatm a's pow ­
e rs  w ould experience in personal contact with the naked m inds of 
m en en gaged  in the “ stru g g le  fo r su rv iva l of the fitte st” . A n d  
i t  is w ell for men that the M ahatm as are not in m ore fam iliar 
association and contact with them , fo r those beings are  centres 
an d  transm itters of trem endous forces belonging to other planes 
than ours, liab le to im pel exceed in gly  dangerous vibrations in 
hum an organism s, except under the rare  conditions when an 
“ eld er b ro th e r”  vo lu n tarily  undergoes the m artyrdom  of another 
re-incarnation  that he m ay m ove am ong men as one of them , the 
m ore e ffective ly  to act d irectly  as their teacher and sp iritual guide 
o r “ S a v io r ”  at a cyclic  period when such m anifestation is the 
m ost p racticab le  aid which m ay be given .

In  a ll races and in a ll ages since recorded tim e began, the 
kn ow led ge has existed  that there lived  and m oved upon this earth 
.such b ein gs as the M ahatm as. A s  “ w ise m e n ” , “ A d e p ts ” , 
“ serp en ts of w isd o m ” , “ m a g ic ia n s” , “ p ro p h ets” , “ m a ste rs ” , 
“ R is h is ” , “ d em i-g o d s” , “ A v a ta r s ” , “ e ld e rb ro th e rs ” , “ C h rists ” , 
and b y  m any other titles, a ll exp ressive  of super-hum an greatness, 
th ey  h ave been variou sly  known. A n d  the sam e characteristics 
an d  pow ers h ave a lw ays been ascribed to them . T h e y  possessed 
w h at w as regard ed  as super-natural com m and over the forces of 
n a tu re , and w ere able to hold com m union w ith disem bodied sp ir­
its, angels, and dem ons, exerc is in g  control over the la tte r ; gene­
r a lly  th ey secluded them selves from  their fellow -m en, liv in g  lives 
o f  isolation and indifference to w h at other men regarded  as the 
d e sira b le  th ings of l i f e ; at the sam e tim e, th ey w ere ev er read y 
and pow erfu l, when sought, to bestow benefits, and their influence 
w as a lw ays  exerted  fo r good. T h e y  knew  the future, and recog­
n ized  personalities am ong them w ere known to h ave been un­
ch anged  b y  lapse o f tim e long as even  tradition ran through ages 
past, in  m any instances. T h ere  w ere understood to be gradations 
a m o n g  them , he w ho w as w isest and best ran kin g highest. T h e y  
w ere at once loved and feared . Som etim es they w ere known to 
la y  down the burden of m ortal life , but m ore often th ey sim ply 
sudd en ly  disappeared, and, in eith er case, superstitious fo lks said 
.the d e v il had no doubt taken them.



T h is  consensus o f b elie f respecting those beings, so agreeing- 
in a ll its essentials, cannot be in te lligen tly  regarded  as m erely  a 
common delusion. I t  is cum ulative testim ony to a fadt which 
cannot be gainsaid  and which only the unw ise w ill undervalue. 
M ore, it speaks an inherent recognition b y  m an of the perfedti- 
b ility  of being, of the evolution of hum anity from  the low  level 
o f its anim al life, and the not m uch h igh er stand-point of the 
hedonist, step b y step upw ard to divin ity .

W e cannot help seein g about us personalities whom — without 
an y egotism — we m ust recognize as low er in m ind and m orals than 
ou rse lves ; and others to whom  we cannot in ju stice deny attain ­
m ents fa r  beyond us, m ental and spiritual. N o two hum an beings, 
indeed, stand upon exadtly  the sam e leve l, and is it  reasonably  
supposable that these gradations stop at a certain point w ithin the 
lim it o f acquirem ent in a sin gle  hum an lfe , even  under the best 
im agin ab le auspices? C erta in ly  not. H u x le y  pronounced it im ­
pertinent to assum e that hum an beings do not ex ist as m uch 
h ig h er in in telledtuality  than the most cultured m inds of E u ro p e  
as those are above a b lack beetle. B y  those to whom  the M a­
hatm as are personally  know n— and there are such to-day in India, 
E urop e, and A m erica— it is recognized that there is not an eq u a l­
ity  of developm ent am ong those exalted  beings, the g re a ter  w is­
dom and sp iritu a lity  of som e e le vatin g  them to h igh er planes and 
endow ing them  w ith greater pow ers than those attained by others, 
and that such progression extends fa r  beyond the ran ge of norm al 
hum an com prehension to w here the m ost advanced m ingle w ith 
ord ers of beings yet h igh er who are their “ e ld er b ro th e rs” , and 
even  beyond those to who can say  what— to us unim aginable—  
h eigh ts, ev er approaching y e t without attain ing to the perfedt 
w isdom  of the inscrutable and inconceivable “ Source and Con­
ta in er o f A ll

O ur race would be in fin itely  rich er than it is to-day, even in  
the dom ain o f m aterial science, had it not rejedted the w isdom  
fre e ly  offered m any centuries ago b y these “ elder brothers ’, who 
taught in full m uch which modern scientists are now p lum ing them ­
selves upon suspedting. T h e atom ic theory, the genesis of w orlds, 
the im perm anence y et indestrudlib ility  of m atter, a tru e  astronom y, 
the septen ary  com position of man, the pow ers of m ind and w ill—  
with their dem onstrations now  know n under the nam es o f h yp no­
tism , telep ath y , etc .— the control o f natural forces (som e of them  
still unknow n to our modern science), w ere a ll set forth  in the 
ancient books o f the M asters thousands of yea rs  before A tla n tis  
sank beneath the sea, together w ith in fin itely  m uch m ore, th e



least o f w hich the Inquisition w ould have burned a man for know ­
in g , or w ould to-day m ake a scientist fam ous b y  its supposed 
“ d isc o v e ry ” . .

A t  a tim e so rem ote that the records w ere w ritten  in a lan guage 
not the com m on speech of m en an yw h ere w ithin profane historic 
know ledge, the M ahatm as of that period predicted accurately, for 
th is present tim e, the conditions existent in  the w orld to-day. 
L o o k in g  with clear vision down the long v ista  of com ing centu- 

• ries, th ey beheld the co llective K a rm a  the hum an race w ould m ake 
fo r  itse lf and saw  when and how  the aw fu l debt would h ave  to be 
paid. T h e  psychic disturbances and m ental perturbations now  
a g ita tin g  the w o rld ; the m igh ty  ach ievem ents of m aterial science; 
the culm ination of m an ’s long-continued oppression of h is fellow - 
m an in unjust legislation , unequal and in juriou s class conditions 
o f society, contending in terests betw een the pow erful few  and the 
su ffe rin g  m any, and the consequent p overty , recklessness, a g g re s­
sion, violent reprisals, savage acts of auth oritative repression, and 
the a larm in g  increase of insanity and crim e at this point of the 
K a li  Y u g a , all w ere foretold  by the M asters. A n d  th ey also p re ­
d icted , at the sam e tim e, that which in the ligh t of their sublim e 
ph ilosophy is  seen as a direct product of the operation of such 
e v il m ental forces am ong the sons of m en effectin g re-active v i­
brations on the m aterial plane of N ature, how ever m odern science 
m ay  now rail at the idea of such co n n exio n  or relation. T h e y  
fo resaw  the trem endous m eteorologic and seism ic disturbances 
w hich, d u rin g  severa l years  past, h ave been stead ily  in creasin g  in 
num bers, m agnitude, and terrib le  effects, and are destined to b e­
com e still m ore appallin g  until the end of the cycle.

fiv e n  if  it be contended that those prophecies w ere not b y  m en, 
b u t b y  h igh er in te lligences who used particu lar m en as their 
m essen gers, it m ust still be adm itted that such interm ediaries 
ce rta in ly  possessed qualifications other than those common to their 
ra ce , which b rou ght them nearer to those intelligences and m ore 
d irectly  under th eir influence. Such  specialization could not have 
b een  b y  accident. T h e  one th ing w hich does not ex ist in all the 
v a s t  un iverse and is not even w ithin  the pow er of the h ighest 
g o d s  to cause, is chance. Men w ho rise  to the sublim e height of 
th e  M ahatm as do so b y  th eir own “ W ill and E n d e a v o r ” . O nly 
b y  m an y successive liv e s  en tire ly  devoted to cultivation of the 
h ig h e r  pow ers of the soul and renunciation of S e lf, is the goal 
atta in ed . T h e  soul so prepared  has to reach a point w here it has 
toy proven m erit conquered the rig h t to enter at once an etern ity  
o f  rest and ineffable bliss, and m ust there possess the strength  of



self-sacrifice to vo luntarily  renounce that boon in order to devote 
itse lf to the advancem ent of the hum an race, en courag in g and 
aiding hum anity to follow  the path w hich leads even tu ally  to liber­
ation from  the bonds of sorrow  and death.

A t  stated tim es these self-sacrificing ones, w earin g  mortal 
form s, appear am ong men as leaders and teachers, in such charac­
ters leav in g  th eir im press upon succeed ing ages, as h ave Gautama 
B uddh a and Je su s  C hrist, and other “ S a v io r s ”  who preceded 
them , teaching the sam e lessons they taught. M ore often they 
app ly  their en ergy  and power, unseen, to the control of forces 
which, in harm ony w ith K arm ic influences, sw ay the m ental and 
m oral energies and consequently the destiny of the race. In  so 
operating they do not necessarily  com e into conta6t with human 
beings, except such as h ave b y  th eir self-advancem ent upon the 
path risen to capability  of serv ice as their im m ediate m essengers or 
agents. T h e  spread of the Theosophic m ovem ent, all over the 
w orld , in a few  years, with such depth o f in terest as it has evoked, 
such responsive w elcom e as it has won from  the hearts of men, 
and such pow erful influence as it has a lread y  exerted  upon thought 
and literature, is the latest ev iden ce of the continued application 
of the forces at com m and of the M asters—o r  M ahatm as— for the 
benefit of hum anity. J . H . C o n n e l l y .

A STUDENT’S NOTES AND GUESSES.
T H E  S U R V E Y .

Ev e r y o n e  has heard of su rvey  by “ tr ia n g u la tio n ” . Did you 
ever see a geodetic m ap, representing, not m erely  topo­

graph ical details, but also the m athem atical skeleton upon which 
these details w ere clothed? Such a m ap show s the station points, 
the rad iatin g  lines of sigh t w hich w ere taken, and the inter­
section of those rad iatin g lines as th ey m et at various points 
w hose re la tive  positions w ere to be determ ined.

T o  understand this m ore clearly , the plan of operations may 
be sketched.

In  the first place a theodolite is set up at the point w here work 
is to be com m enced. T h is  instrum ent is  essentially  a telescope com­
bined with a finely grad uated  circle, w hich  serves to determine 
the angles betw een the different directions in which the telescope 
is pointed.

T h e  telescope is sighted  on som e distant spot w hich is to be



located on the map. T h e  intersection of spider-lines in the in stru ­
m ent, as seen against the distant objedt, determ ines the exadt line 
of sigh t. T h e  telescope is turned to another definite point on the 
horizon, and the angle betw een these two lines o f sigh t d eter­
m ined b y read ing the degrees and m inutes of the included arc of 
the stationary  graduated  circle. T h is  process is repeated as point 
a fte r point is sigh ted  upon, and the angle, and consequently the 
diredtion, is  each tim e ca re fu lly  recorded. A s  m any points are 
sighted, and an gles taken, as are deem ed necessary for the w ork 
in hand.. T h eo retica lly  ev eryth in g  could be sighted.

I f  the w ork stopped here, it is ev ident that no m ap could be 
m ade, even  of the visib le  area, by  p lotting out the notes obtained 
from  a sin gle  standpoint. Im agin e a  sheet o f paper before you  
on which you seledt a point to represen t that which your in stru ­
m ent has ju st occupied. Y ou  la y  out from  this center, which w e 
w ill call O, a  line representing you r first sight— to point A . C all 
this line O A . In  like m anner you la y  out O B , O D, etc., corre­
sponding to the diredtions in which you h ave seen the points B , 
C, D , etc. H ow  fa r  out on these lines w ill you locate A , B , C, 
etc .?  It  is ev iden tly  im possible to say. “ A ” m ay be a  m ountain 
peak, “ B  ”  a  spire, etc. Y o u  m ay guess that “ A ”  is tw enty m iles 
aw ay and “ B ”  five, but even  this gu ess m ust be based on p re v i­
ous experien ces with sim ilar objedts, at various m easured distances.

T h e  o b server at a single stand-point is at the centre o f a sp h eri­
cal pidture which encom passes h im ; his sight m ay be telescopic, 
he m ay m easure an gles with absolute accuracy, yet from  these 
data alone dim ensions in space cannot be known.

T h e  su rveyo r shifts h is point of ou tlook : his theodolite, set up 
at another spot, is sighted back to that which he ju st occupied. 
S ta rtin g  from  that, line, he again  sights on a ll the points w hose 
diredtions w ere noted from  the first station. T h at is to say, i f  w e 
ca ll the second station “  P  ” , he first takes the sigh t P  O, then P A , 
P  B , P  C, etc., each tim e noting the angle form ed w ith the line 
P  O. H e is at the center of a second sphere o f observation, 
w h ich , so fa r  as its objedts are identical w ith those o f the first, 
en ab les him to locate them in space, in a w ay which he could not 
do fro m  a  sin gle  station. .

F o r , let us again  im agine the su rveyo r w ith the paper before 
h im  on which he had m arked the first station “ O ”  and from  it 
d ra w n  a  set o f rad iatin g lines corresponding to the diredtions of A , B , 
C , etc. T h e  second station, P , has been noted from  O b efore 
sh ift in g  the instrum ent, and O, as before said, noted from  P  in 
re la tio n  to all other diredtions. T h e  m ap-m aker now m akes the



line O P  on the pap^r, o f a length  corresponding to the scale up­
on w hich  the m ap is to be draw n. (T h is  is  sim p ly  a m atter of 
convenience and in no w a y  affeCts its re lative  proportions.) From  
the point on the p ap er which represen ts P , he la y s  out the direc­
tions in w hich he has seen the points A , B , C, D , etc. T h e  same 
th in g has a lread y  been done from  O, and the resu lt is a series of 
trian g les  h av in g  a  com mon base O P , and with ap exes at different 
points A , B , C, etc., corresponding accu rately, in th eir d istribu­
tion and distances from  each other, w ith the points which were 
sigh ted  from  the two sta tio n s; fo r the direction in which A  was 
seen from  O can intersect the direction in w hich A  w as seen from 
P  only at the aCtual point A ;  and the trian gle  A  P  O, on the 
m ap, m ust correspond w ith the re la tive  positions o f the three 
topographical points.

I f  the stations O and P  are  elevated, a considerable traCt of 
country can be mapped.

T h e  positions of a ll points are determ ined b y relation to two, 
the trian gle  being the fundam ental elem ent which determ ines 
both lim itation and aCtual know ledge.

B u t the su rvey  m ay be destined to extend for hundreds of 
m iles, and u ltim ately  be connected w ith all others, thus covering 
the w hole globe.

Points w ill be v isib le  from  O which cannot be seen from  P, and 
vice-versd. T h ese  cannot be m apped from  those stations, because 
they are not seen from  both. B u t som e w hich are v isib le  from
O, and not from  P, can be seen from  A  (or som e other of 
that series) the position o f w hich has becom e accurately  known. 
M aking A , then, a  new station fo r the theodolite, this sec­
ond set o f points can be as accu rately  determ ined as the first 
set, and the line O A  w ill be a base line to this set, ju st as
O P  w as to the first. B ut the re lative  length s and directions 
o f these two lines are  know n from  observations m ade at the first 
two station s; th erefore the second set o f points, observed from  A  
and O but not seen from  P , are  accu rately  linked to the first and 
form  a single system  with them . In th is m anner, step by step, as 
new  centers of observation are chosen, the su rvey  is extended. 
T h e  horizon of each overlaps that of one or m ore of the o th ers; 
each is the center o f radiant lines of p ercep tio n ; each is useless 
b y  itself, but defines truth when connected with the o th e rs .1

1 In  p r a c t is e  th e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  th e o d o li te  s ta n d  is  d e t e r m in e d  w ith  th e  g r e a t e s t  a c c u ­
r a c y ,  a n d  a f t e r w a r d  o c c u p ie d  b y  a  s m a ll  c i r c u la r  h e l io s t a t  m ir r o r ,  w h e n  th is  s p o t  i s  s ig h te d  
f r o m  a  n e w  s ta t io n , m ile s  a w a y .  T h e  r e f le c t e d  r a y  m a y  b e  s e e n  fr o m  a  g r e a t  d is ta n c e . 
In  a  t r ia n g u la t e d  s u r v e y ,  th e  m e a s u r e m e n t  o f  a  s in g le  b a s e - l in e  is  s u ff ic ie n t , a s  th e  r e la t i v e  
p r o p o r t io n s  o f  a l l  o t h e r s  a r e  k n o w n . T h is  le n g t h , t h r o u g h  a n  a r b i t r a r y  u n it , th e  fo o t  o r  th e  
m e t r e ,  d e t e r m in e s  th e  p r o p o r t io n s  o f  t h is  s u r v e y  to  a l l  o t h e r s ,  a n d  to  th e  d im e n s io n s  o f  tn e  
e a r th .



L e t  us im agine the theodolite as a  center of consciousness, 
w hich receives ra ys  from  all points ju st as e v e ry  point in spacie 
does.

I f  we look at a little  polished globe, or a drop of qu icksilver, 
we w ill see objedts, in a ll d ire& ion s, p e rfe ctly  reflected. T h is  w ill 
be true how ever m inute the globule. I t  form s the central point 
of a sphere of indefinite dim ensions.

Im agin e oneself condensed into a conscious drop of qu ick­
silver, a point of pure perception. A n g u la r  m easurem ent would be 
the only dim ensional consciousness possessed. T h e  distant m oun­
tain, the n eighboring tree, the d riftin g  clouds, the w avin g  grass, 
would all seem  to be within. T h e  m ountain would be insign ifi­
cant com pared with the tree, the clouds would grow  la rg e r  and 
sm aller as they drifted  past, and a ll would be a panoram a w ithin, 
from  which there w ould be no separateness. T h ere  w ould be 
neither jo y  nor pain, as we know them , fo r we cannot read into 

the point the com plex em otions, sensations, and contrasting 
thoughts which are due to our present m u ltip lex  and sim ultaneous 
perceptions.

A s  the point, conscious center or drop, call it w hat w e m ay,, 
d rifted  from  place to place, the panoram a w ould sh ift, ju st as it 
would on a drop of q u icksilver s im ilarly  floated about.

A ll  this, or w h atever would be reflected , would seem spontane­
ous and within, to the point, ju st as the pictures sh ift and melt 
aw ay  in a d rea m .1

I t  is possible, in a m easure, to realize this by concentrating the 
attention on the sense of sight. F ix  your eyes on a distant land­
scape, fo rget your extended lim bs and their sensations, fo rget your 
exp erien ces of distance in connection w ith certain v isual angles, and 
yo u w ill find presently  that the p icture seem s within you (as in fact 
it  is), and that you can understand w hy the in fant g rasp s at the moon 
an d  the blind m an, w hen first restored  to sight, receives from  it no 
sen se  o f distance. A s  the usual m ental attitude is resum ed, the hills 
seem  pushed back and the landscape to be thrown out from  within.

T o  the point the w hole w ould not seem  separate, for that would 
b e  to realize an n ih ilation ; the consciousness of the. point is the 
con sciousn ess of the w hole, and yet not of the w hole in that due 
p ro p o rtion  which corresponds to rea lity  but in that which corre­
sp o n d s to perspective.

T o  return  to the illustration  of the qu icksilver globule. T h at

1 W e  c a r r y  in to  th e  d r e a m  s ta t e  th e  m e m o r y  o f  w a k in g ’ e x p e r ie n c e s ,  a n d  th e  c h a n g in g  
p i c t u r e s  s e e m  w ith o u t , a lt h o u g h  th is  t im e  t h e y  a r e  w it h in  ( u s in g  th e  w o r d  w ith  a n  a p o lo g y ) .



which it m irrors is the w hole, not as a map, but w ith a perspec­
tive which corresponds to a certain  position .1

N ow  suppose that instead of one, you are two conscious centers 
linked together by bonds of sim ultaneous and co-ordinate per­
ception. Y o u  have now the elem ent of know ledge which the sur­
veyor gain s by two stations. E v e ry  point in space is now a third 
point to these two, the apex of a trian gle  whose dim ensions are 
fe lt w ithin yourself.

B ut with this first step com es the distinction betw een station 
points and points only, betw een the “ T h a t ”  and the “ T h o u ” .

T h e  g re a t S u rv e y  begins. .
T h e  su rveyo r in his m ap b rin gs into sim ultaneous co-ordina­

tion the sigh t of different centers. From  the base lines of co-or­
dinate centers of m onadic perception a m ap springs into being, a 
m iniature of tbe truth, a m icrocosm  which duplicates the m acro­
cosm.

T h rou gh  linked centers o f life  the self-conscious is born of the 
m onadic

X . R .
(  To be continued.)

NEMESIS.

IN  a note to p. 305 of the second volum e of the Secret Doctrine, 
M me. B la va tsk y  points out the difference betw een the Greek 

idea of N em esis and the A ryan  K arm a, which is often thought to 
be exa ctly  the sam e thing. B ut the conception of Nem esis 
varied  with different poets at d ifferent epochs, and from  the pure­
ly  abstract idea of the in evitab le  punishm ent of sin became 
anthropom orphised into a goddess to be w orshipped and to be 
placated by p ra y e r and subm ission. “ I f  we w ould connect 
K arm a  with N e m e sis” , says -Mme. B la va tsk y  in the passage 
referred  to, “ it has to be done in the trip le ch aracter o f the latter 
as N em esis, A d rasteia , and T h em is F or w hile the latter is the 
goddess of U n iversal O rder and H arm ony (w ho, like Nemesis, 
is com m issioned to repress every  excess and keep man w ithin the 
lim its of N atu re  and righteousness under severe  pen alty), 
Adrasteia— the in ev itab le— represents N em esis as the imm utable 
effect of causes created by man him self. N em esis, as the daugh­
ter of D ikt, is the equitable goddess, reserv in g  her w rath  for

1 T h e  distortion  s e e n  in  a  g lo b e  is  not. to  b e  c o n s id e r e d .  T h a t  is  d u e  to  th e  p e rc e iv e r  
D ein g  o u ts id e .



those alone who are m addened with pride, egotism , and im piety. ”  
It is,then, Adrasteia, or “ the in e v ita b le ” , w ho would an sw er best 
to the E astern  conception o f N em esis, or K arm a, as E tern a l L a w  
w ork ing out its n ecessary  consequences. “ E v e ry  a ft  rew ards 
it s e lf ” , says E m erson , “ or, in other w ords, in tegrates itself, in a 
tw ofold m anner ; first, in the thing, or in real nature ; and sec­
ondly, in the circum stance, or in apparent nature. M en call the 
circum stance retribution . T h e  causal retribution is in the thing, 
and is seen b y  the soul. T h e  retribution in the circum stance is 
seen b y  the understanding ; it is inseparable from  the th ing, but 
is often  spread over a  long tim e and so does not becom e distindt 
till a fte r m any years. C rim e and punishm ent grow  out o f one 
stem . Punishm ent is a  fru it that unsuspedted ripens within the 
flow er of the pleasure which concealed it. Cause and effedt, 
m eans and ends, seed and fru it, cannot be severed  ; for the effedt 
a lread y  bloom s in the cause, the end p reex ists  in the m eans, the 
fru it in the seed. ”

Em erson w as th oroughly in sym path y with the teachings of 
the O riental philosophy, and now here m ore com pletely so than 
in this passage from  his essay on Compensation. F o r he not only 
points out to us that a deed and its consequences are one, but 
seizes that m ore occult v iew  that the real th ing is in the soul, and 
is perceived  by the soul. It  is in w hat w e are that the reality  lies, and 
w hat w e do is but the im press that the seal o f our nature prints upon 
the w orld without. I f  that seal be as the head of a  god, so much 
the better for the world, and, in reversion , for o u rse lv e s ; but 
that seal has been m odelled b y  the forces o f our own soul, and 
we only are responsib le for the im age that it bears. N o subter­
fuge w ill avail us, no sh irk in g  and no d a lly in g  alter the p reo r­
dained resu lt o f the forces we h ave chosen to set in motion. 
“ T h e  w orld  is  full of ju d g m en t-d ays” , says E m erson  elsew here, 
and we are continually being judged , not only for our sins, but 
for our blunders. “ Y o u  should h ave know n b e tte r” , says stern 
N atu re, w hen we tran sgress h er ru les and su ffer the consequences 
and try  to plead ignorance as an excuse. A n d  deep in our in­
m o s t  souls we know that she is right. “ N oth ing can w ork me 
dam age except m y se lf” , says St. B ernard  ; “ the harm  that I sus­
tain I ca rry  about w ith me, and n ever am  a  real su fferer but by 
m y own fa u lt .”  A n d  if  the believer in only one life  upon earth 
could realise this, how m uch m ore should those w ho h ave made 
the dodtrine of reincarnation  their own appreciate the idea of 
more rem ote causes for su fferin g  than can be traced in one earth­
ly  existence ! F a r  back in the m ists of tim e, by som e initial



choice of good or ev il, did we begin to create that N em esis which 
surrounds us to-day, bu ilt up yea r a fter yea r and life  a fter life  the 
palace or the prison of the soul. F o r  choice, w ithin certain  lim­
its, w e h ave a lw ays, and it is ours to w eave the black thread or 
the w hite at w ill into the w eb of our future destiny. “ Karm a- 
N em esis gu ard s the good and w atches over th em ” , says the Oc­
cultist, “ in this as in fu tu re  lives, and punishes the evil-doer, 
aye, even to his seventh rebirth . So long, in fa<5t, as the effedt 
of his h av in g  thrown into perturbation even  the sm allest atom in 
the Infin ite W orld of harm ony has not been finally  readjusted. 
F o r the only decree of K a rm a — an eternal and im m utable decree 
— is absolute H arm ony in the w orld of m atter as in the w orld of 
S p ir it .”  ( S . D i, 643).

So that we see that our N em esis is no offended D eity , punish­
ing with an ger an in fringem ent of his a rb itrary  decrees, but the 
striv in g  of the universe to rig h t itself, to rep air the in ju ries that 
our heedless or w ilfu l a& ions have effedted in the harm ony of 
the whole. I f, then, the corner-stone of the un iverse is that 
sp iritual unity which m anifests itse lf in universal brotherhood, 
the m ore we can do to m ake that brotherhood a m aterial reality, 
the m ore n early  we shall approach the harm ony of the spiritual 
w orld, which is L ife  and L o ve , not Death and Selfishness. 
A nd as Em erson has shown us, the real thing is in the soul, the 
causal retribution there. Can any punishm ent that earthly 
ju stice can infiidt upon a man be h a lf so terrib le as that 
which com es from  w ithin, the torm ents that sp rin g  from 
his own fear, his own rem orse? N ot long ago, F e lix  A dler 
g ave  a m agnificent discourse on “ T h e  P enalties of Sin  ” , every 
word of which m ight find an echo in a ll right-th inking 
m inds. T h e report I read (fo r I w as not so fortunate as to 
h ear it)  said that he concluded by statin g the difference between 
the present generation and its forefath ers in respedt to the doc­
trine of sin. “ O ur forefath ers w ere haunted by the sleep less eye 
of God, which they believed  to be ever fixed upon them , piercing 
e v e ry  veil and w all. T h ey  believed that God would punish then.,
either im m ediately or at the last ju d gm en t.........................B ut now
m an has become his own accuser, and the judgm ent-seat is trans­
ferred  to his own breast. In his own brain is the prototype of 
the universal law s. In the name of those un iversal law s he pro­
nounces sentence upon him self.

“ T h e  more our m oral nature unfolds, the m ore difficult does 
it becom e to satisfy  the aw fu l d ivin ity  within our bosom. The 
m ost agonising pain which the modern m an can suffer, as many



know to their b itter cost, is self-condem nation. T h e  h ighest boon 
to w hich w e can asp ire is to be able to dw ell in peace with the 
God w ithin u s .”

S u re ly  ev ery  Theosophist would reecho these words of the 
great ethical teacher. A n d  should w e not agree  w ith him also 
when he said that the true aim  of punishm ent w as reform ation, 
not vengeance, and that the pangs of conscience w ere to be re ­
gard ed  as the begin n in g of a process o f sp iritual regeneration  ? 
For w hat is the voice of conscience but the voice of the h igh er 
E g o  in m an, o f that d ivin er S e lf  who is ev er striv in g  to reach  the 
low er nature and b rin g  it up into closer relations w ith the God 
w ithin us? I f  we refuse to listen to that voice, if  know ing the 
right we still the w rong pursue, we are  knotting another m esh of 
that great net o f D estiny in whose folds we shall som e day stru gg le  
u n availin g ly , like captive birds. Our stru gg les  w ill be all in 
vain, fo r the m eshes of N em esis hold fast, but neither N em esis 
nor vengeance w ove them , but we ourselves of our own free 
choice. T h e crim inal sets in motion long years  (it m ay be long lives) 
beforehand, the train of causes that one day lands him in a ja il, 
but im prisonm ent w ill do him no good unless it go hand-in-hand 
with reform . W hat men call the vengeance o f  the law  is 
but too often the righ t nam e for its punishm ents ; it is the re ­
venge o f the com m unity for its violated peace and order that is 
em bodied in the verdidt of the ju ry  and the sentence o f the judge, 
the strong arm  of the law  stretched out to s lay  and not to save. 
W hen the idea of un iversal brotherhood shall h ave becom e a 
m ore liv in g  reality , all prisons w ill be reform atories in the truest 
sense of the word, and the w rong-doer w ill be taught to listen to 
the voice in his own soul, and helped to obey, its didtates and to 
stru gg le  back tow ards the right. T h e  w ay  of the tran sgressor is 
hard, but how doubly hard w hen he has to retrace his painful 
footsteps with a ll the forces of his v itiated  nature battlin g  again st 
him , all the dem ons of the sinful past risin g up to oppose his 
progress ! B yron  w as said to have had ev ery  g ift  but the facu lty  
of kn ow in g how to use them, and he has le ft an am ple record of 
the torm ents inflidted by a m isspent life. Could there be a n y ­
th in g m ore terrib le  than the “ In can tation ”  in M anfred, which 
sum m ons the elem ents of his own charadter to be his torturers?

T h e  V o ice  says to him :

From  thy false tears I  did distil

A n essence which has strength  to kill ;

F rom  thine own h eart I then did w ring  ,

T h e  black blood in  its blackest spring  ;



From  thine own lip I drew  the charm  

W hich gave all these the chiefest harm  ; 
In  proving every poison known.

I found the strongest was thine own !

By thy cold breast and serpent smile,
By th y  unfathom ed gulfs of guile ;

By the perfection of thine a rt
W hich passed for hum an thine own h eart ;

By thy delight in others' pain.

A nd by thy brotherhood of Cain,

I call upon thee ! and  compel 

T hyself to be thy proper Hell !

So much for N em esis as “ the ju st indignation of the go d s” . 
B ut ju stice has good g ifts  as w ell as ev il in h er w ell-balanced 
scales, and the soul can decree itse lf a nobler m ansion as the 
sw ift seasons roll, and can lay  the cornerstone today. B u ilt up 
of lo fty  thoughts and noble purposes, founded upon the rock of 
steadfast resolution and unflinching courage, crow ned w ith the 
fa ir  w hite dom e of love and truth , that edifice shall rise, a m an­
sion not built with hands, but eternal in the heavens. A n d  if  we 
fashion our lives thus, N em esis shall w ear for us not the terrible 
aspedt o f the aven gin g  Furies, but the sm ile that W ordsworth 
saw  upon the face of D uty.

Stern law giver ! yet thou dost w ear 

T he G odhead’s most benig n an t grace ;
N or know we anything  so fair 

As is the smile upon thy face ;

Flow ers laugh before thee on their beds ;
A nd fragrance in th y  footing treads ;

Thou dost preserve the stars from wrong,
A nd the most ancient heavens th ro ’ thee are  fresh and strong.

K a t h a r i n e  H i l l a r d .

H IS  m onth’s face is that of E r n e s t  T e m p l e  H a r g r o v e , who,
although not known to the whole T .S . ,  has m ade him self 

quite w ell acquainted with ve ry  m any in the A m erican  Sedtion. 
H e cam e to the eighth  Convention at San Francisco  in A p ril, 1894, 
tra v e llin g  across the continent w ith the G eneral S ecreta ry , and 
a fte r the Convention all the w ay up to Seattle , ledturing mean­
w hile at various places. F o r  that reason and also because he is a 
friend, we g iv e  his counterfeit presentm ent.

FACES OF FRIENDS.
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Mr. H arg ro ve  is the second son of Ja m e s  Sidney H argrove, one 
of Lon d on ’s best known solicitors. H is nam e has been for a long 
tim e connedted with literatu re, severa l m em bers of it b ein g  m en­
tioned in E n g lan d ’s Dictionary o f  N ational Biography as authors of 
considerable repute. H is fa th er ’s fam ily  com es from  Y o rk sh ire ; 
on his m oth er’s side he is Scotch, she b ein g  an A ird . T h e  best 
known represen tative of this line is and has been for som e years 
the m em ber of P arliam ent for one of the London Constituencies. 
T h ere  is also a figh ting streak in his veins, such men as L ieu ten ­
ant G eneral H arg ro ve , G overnor o f G ib ra ltar du ring the w ar ili 
the e a rly  part o f the eighteenth century, and S ir  M artin F ro ­
bisher who fought against the A rm ada, standing to him  as 
ancestors.

A fte r  bein g educated at several prep aratory  schools he went to 
H arro w , w here he is said to h ave  spent m ost of his tim e read ing 
novels, but at this date he does not re g re t it. W hen eighteen 
years  of age  he le ft H arrow  and studied for the D iplom atic S e r ­
v ic e ; w as then offered the choice of go in g to C am bridge U n iv e rs­
ity  o r tra v e llin g  abroad. C hoosing the latter he w ent to A u s ­
tra lia  and v isited  T asm ania, m ak in g  a long tour through N ew  
Zealand, w here som e tim e w as spent am ong the M aories, return ­
in g  hom e b y  w ay of Ceylon. C onsiderable tim e w as then spent 
in the office of a C h arter A ccountant w here he w as sent to g e t a 
gen era l idea o f business. H e then decided to becom e a barrister, 
and is now a m em ber of the M iddle T em ple.

M r. H a rg ro v e  first heard o f T heosophy du ring the tim e of the 
g re a t discussion in the London D aily  Chronicle. B e in g  at a sea­
side h olid ay resort, he saw  a placard on a w all with the large  
h ead in g “ T h e o so p h y ”  ad vertis in g  a ledture b y  M rs. Besant. H e 
did not go to the ledture, but by seeing the w ord “ T h e o so p h y ” 
his whole inner and outer life  w ere changed. Books w ere then 
bought on the subjedt, and he w as adm itted as a m em ber-at-large 
w ithout even h av in g  the acquaintance of another m em ber. S ince 
then m ost of his days and a good m any of his n ights h ave been 
spent at the London H ead qu arters, h elp in g in the G eneral Office 
with correspondence, with the Vahan, w ith certain L u cifer  review s, 
and ledturing at various lodges. H e w as also T re asu re r of the 
B la v a tsk y  Lod ge. S ince he was nine years  old he has travelled  a 
g re a t deal in E u ro p e and other places, and thus has had m ost of 
the edges knocked off his distindtive charadter as an “ insu lar 
E n g lish m a n ” . T o  prove this he says he is a g re a t read er of the 
P a t h  and that he has learned m ore from  it than from  other 
sources. F or the Society  he has w ritten  under various noms deplume,



but not under his own nam e. H e stands six  feet two in his stockings, 
but h av in g  grow n rather fast he thinks he is rather w eedy but 
hopes under the adtion of K a rm a  he m ay fill up in tim e.

H E  in evitab le  m ystery  which surrounds O ccultism  and the
O ccultist has g iven  rise  in the m inds of m any to a strange 

confusion betw een the duty of silence and the error of untruth­
fu ln ess. T h ere  are m any th ings that the O ccultist m ay not di­
v u lg e ; but eq u ally  b inding is the law  that he m ay n ever speak 
untruth. A n d  this obligation to T ru th  is not confined to speech ; 
he m ay n ever think untruth, nor adt untruth. A  spurious O ccult­
ism  dallies with truth and falsehood, and argues that deception on 
the illusory  physical plane is consistent with pu rity  on the loftier 
p lanes on which the O ccultist has his true l i fe ; it speaks con­
tem ptuously of “ m ere w orld ly m orality  ”— a contem pt that might 
be justified  if  it raised a h igh er standard, but which is out of place 
w hen the phrase is used to condone a<5ts w hich the “ m ere w orldly 
m orality  ”  would disdain to practise. T h e  dodtrine that the end justi­
fies the m eans has proved in the past fru itfu l of all e v i l ; no means 
that are im pure can b rin g  about an end that is good, else w ere the 
Good L a w  a dream  and K arm a a m ere.delusion . From  these 
errors flows an influence m ischievous to ih e  whole Theosophical 
Society, underm ining the stern and rig id  m orality  necessary as a 
foundation for O ccultism  of the R ig h t H and Path .

F in d in g  that this fa lse  v iew  of O ccultism  is spread in g in the 
Theosophical Society, we desire to place on record our profound 
aversion to it, and our convidtion that m orality  of the lo ftiest type 
m ust be striven  a fter by  ev ery  one who would tread in sa fe ty  the 
difficult w ays of the O ccult W orld. O nly by rig id  truthfu lness in 
thought, speech, and adt on the planes on which w orks our waking 
consciousness, can the student hope to evo lve  the intuition 
which u n errin g ly  discerns betw een the true and the fa lse  in the 
supersensuous worlds, which recognizes truth at sigh t and so pre­
serves h im  from  fata l risks in those at first confusing regions. To

OCCULTISM AND TRUTH
TO STUDENTS O F OCCULTISM.

“  There is no Religion higher than Truth. ”
—Motto of the Theosophical Society.



cloud the delicate sense of truth here is to keep  it blind th e re ; 
hence ev ery  T e ach e r of O ccultism  has laid  stress on truthfu lness 
as the m ost n ecessary  equipm ent of the w ould-be D isciple. T o  
quote a w e igh ty  utterance of a w ise Indian D iscip le :

N ex t in im portance, or perhaps equal in value, to  Devotion is T r u t h . It 
is simply im possible to over-estim ate th e  efficacy of T ru th  in all its phases and 

bearings in helping the onw ard evolution of the hum an Soul. W e m ust love 

tru th , seek tru th , and  live t r u th ; and th u s alone can the Divine L ig h t which 
is T ru th  Sublim e be seen by the student of Occultism. W hen there is the 

slightest leaning  tow ards falsehood in any shape, there is shadow  and  igno­
rance, and  th eir child, pain. T his leaning tow ards falsehood belongs to the 

lower personality  w ithout doubt. I t  is here th a t our in terests clash, i t  is here 

th e  stru g g le  for existence is in full s-wing, and it is therefore here th a t cow ard­

ice an d  dishonesty an d  fraud  find any scope. T h e  ‘signs an d  sym ptom s’ of 

the operations of this low er self can never rem ain concealed from one who 

sincerely loves tru th  and seeks truth.

T o  understand oneself, and so escape self-deception, T ru th  
m ust be p ractised ; thus only can be avoided the dangers of the 
“ conscious and unconscious deception ”  against which a M a s t e r  

w arned H is pupils in 1885.

V irtu e  is the foundation of W hite O ccu ltism ; the Param itas, 
s ix  and ten, the transcendental v irtu es, m ust be m astered, and 
each of the S even  P ortals on the Path  is a v irtu e  which the D is­
cip le m ust m ake his own. O ut of the soil o f pure m orality alone 
can gro w  the sacred flow er which blossom s at length into A rh at- 
ship, and those who asp ire  to the bloom ing of the flow er m ust b e­
g in  b y  p rep arin g  the soil.

H . S .  O l c o t t ,
A .  P. S i n n e t t ,
A n n i e  B e s a n t ,
B e r t r a m  K e i g h t l e y ,

W .  W y n n  W e s t c o t t ,
E . T . S t u r d y ,
C. W . L e a d b e a t e r .

L o n d o n ,  Ju ly, 1894.

T h e  general propositions found in the above as to m orality  and  th e  h igher 

ty p e of Occultism are so old and have been so w idely spread, so often dw elt on 

in th e  w ork of the Theosophical Society, th a t one would hardly  suppose any 

m em ber w as unacquainted  w ith them ; b u t a  good th ing  cannot be too often 

repeated , and hence all m ust instan tly  concur. T h e  circular w as issued in 

L ondon for distribution, and a  copy having been sent to N ew  Y ork it is p ub­

lish ed  according to th e  desire of the signers. W .Q. J.



HOW TO STUDY THE “ S E C R E T  DOCTRINE.”
(Concluded fro m  p a g e  149.)

Pe r h a p s  the first g re a t d ifficu lty which confronts the student of 
the Secret Doctrine arises from  the lack of m ethod which 

seem s to prevail throughout the work. B ut if in spite of this he 
can at all fam iliarize h im self with the subjedt m atter, he w ill a l­
m ost certa in ly  com e to the conclusion that, a lthough from  a liter­
a ry  standpoint this lack of m ethod certa in ly  exists, yet from  the 
standpoint of a student o f T h eosophy it is a great gain . For 
there is, so it  seem s to the w riter, a deeper m ethod in the seem ing 
lack o f it than could have been obtained in any other w ay. The 
student, how ever, at the v e ry  outset is w arned and m ay know  what 
to expedt, and if  he is w ise he w ill la y  his plans accordingly. H. 
P .B . h erse lf speaks of “ the n ecessity  under which the w riter (H. 
P. B . ) has labored to be ev er exp la in in g  the fadts g iven  from  the 
hoariest Past by  evidence gathered  from  the h istorical period. No 
other m eans w as at hand, at the risk  even of bein g once more 
charged w ith a lack of m ethod and sy ste m .”  1 A n d  she has been 
so charged b y  those who fo rget the reason which she h erself gave 
fo r such lack of m ethod. In  considering this we com e to another 
v e ry  im portant m atter which m ust be taken into account in our 
stu dy o f the Secret Doctrine, and a know ledge of which to a great 
exten t revea ls the deeper m ethod un d erly in g  the seem ing lack of it.

T h e  Secret Doctrine is based upon Stanzas from  the “ Book of 
D zyan ” , a book hitherto unknow n to O rientalists, and but little 
known in the E ast. T h ese  stanzas “ g iv e  an abstradt form ula 
which can be applied, mutatis mutandis, to a ll evo lu tio n : to that of 
our tiny earth , to that of the chain o f p lanets of w hich that earth 
form s one, to the So lar U n iverse  to which that chain belongs, and 
so on, in an ascending scale, till the m ind reels and is exhausted 
in the effort. ”  2

Consider fo r a m om ent ! In  w hat lan g u age  could such an ab­
stradt form ula  be w ritte n ; how could it be exp ressed  ? It 
could only be in a lan g u age which is perfedtly  sym bolical, and 
whose sym bols, w hile p rim arily  represen tin g abstradt ideas and 
b ein g  subjedt to m athem atical law , are yet capable of being ap­
plied to a ll the departm ents of N ature and thus o f h av in g  as many 
interpretations. Such a lan guage or w ritin g  w as “  the early 
h ieroglyph ic cypher, still preserved  in som e Fratern ities, and

1 Secret D octrine , I, x lv  (new edition, I, 28).
a Ibid* I, 20 (new edition, 1, 48).



nam ed in O ccultism  the Senzar" I n  regard  to this lan guage 
it is stated that there w as a  tim e when it w as “ known to the In iti­
ates of ev ery  nation, when the fo refath ers o f the T o ltec  u n der­
stood it as easily  as the inhabitants of the lost A tlan tis, who in­
h erited it, in their turn, from  the sages of the T h ird  R ace , the 
Manushis, who learned it dire<5t from  the Devas of the Second and 
F irst R aces ” . 3

Such  w as the ancient “ M y s te ry ”  language, the lan guage 
of sym bolism , w hich has been p reserved  to a g re a ter or less 
less exten t in the languages in which the ancient scriptures o f the 
W orld w ere orig in ally  w ritten, and which w as the foundation of 
the Je w ish  K abala . S tudents of the K a b a la  and o f the sym bolism  
of the ancient relig ions h ave arrived  at the conclusion that all 
have not only sprung from  one prim eval teach ing but that all bear 
record to the one prim eval “ eso te ric ”  lan guage. It  is claim ed in 
the Secret Doctrine that from  one sm all volum e w ritten  in  this an ­
cient sacerdotal tongue w ere derived  the books o f K iu -ti, the book 
of Shu-k ing, C hina’s prim itive b ib le , the sacred books of T hoth- 
H erm es, the Puranas, the Chaldean Book of N um bers, and the 
Pen tateu ch .3 So  that, since it is the aim o f our author to prove 
the id en tity  o f source and sym bolism  of a ll the re lig ious teachings 
of the W orld, it is in evitab le that constant referen ce to, and quo­
tations from , them  m ust be m ade. T h is  in itse lf m akes the study 
o f the Secret Doctrine a  difficult m atter, in that it is the cause, to a 
g re a t  extent, o f the seem ing lack of m ethod and introduces so 
m any apparent side-issues. B ut the g re a t difficu lty does not lie 
here, but in the d ifferent interpretations which can be pu t upon 
all these ancient w ritin gs. .

T h e  M ystery  lan g u age has seven  keys, sym bology has seven 
departm ents, and these or at least som e one or m ore o f them  m ust 
be know n to som e degree if  the ancient scriptures are  to be un­
derstood. B ut how m any understand even  one of the k eys and 
can use it? W e can to som e exten t ap p ly  the “ three fundam ental 
p ro p o sitio n s”  to all our studies in the Secret D octrine; w e m ay also 
be ab le  in som e degree to m ake use o f the law  of correspondence 
an d  an alo gy  for the elucidation o f som e o f its p roposition s; but 
fu r th e r  know ledge, know ledge of the science of sym bology, is 
re q u ired  for the fu ll solution of its problem s. H ence it is m ost 
im p ortan t for the student to b ear this in m ind, and to study with 
a  v ie w  to acqu irin g know ledge of this m ost ancient science. T h e

1 Secret Doctrine, II, 439 (n ew  ed ition , IT, 458).

2 Ibid, I, x lii i  (n ew  ed ition , I, 26).

a Ibid, I, x liii , (n ew  ed itio n . I, 26).



work under consideration is not the S e c r e t  D o c t r in e  itself, except in 
so far as much that is there given  out has hitherto been secret for 
the W est; it touches only the outer frin ge  and lifts  but a  corner 
o f the veil o f the true Secret DoCtrine which m ust ever rem ain 
hidden from  the profane. A t  the sam e tim e, how ever, it g iv es  the 
student clues by fo llow in g which he m ay learn  the A , B , C, o f the 
M ystery  lan guage o f the Initiates, and so take the first step toward 
com prehending those depths of know ledge which is in th eir pos­
session, but which is also the h eritage of ev ery  man.

In these p re lim in ary  articles the w riter can do little  m ore than 
call the attention of the Student of the S e c r e t  D o c t r in e  to this most 
im portant part o f his studies. A n  im portant point to notice is 
the fa6t that the Science of Sym b o lo gy  depends upon, and is in­
deed only an application of, the L a w  of Correspondences, and so 
u ltim ately  depends upon the “ three fundam ental propositions” . 
H ence, a lthough we h ave found w hat at first sigh t seem  to be d if­
feren t keys to the study o f the S e c r e t  D o c t r in e , these are in reality  
but different asp efts  of one k ey  which m ay be applied to all the 
departm ents ot nature.

T h roughout the S e c r e t  D o c t r in e  the attention of the student is 
again  and again defin itely called to the w ay  in w hich he m ay ar­
riv e  at an understanding of its truths, and of those contained in 
all the ancient re lig ion s and m ythologies, in which the deepest 
m ysteries o f m an and nature have found expression. I f  th ere­
fore he w ill keep this in mind and follow  the hints g iven  him he 
w ill find evidence accum ulate in support of its statem ents on ev ery  
side. In  support of the above it w ill be sufficient to g iv e  only 
two quotations from  the S e c r e t  D o c t r in e : others can be easily  found 
by the student him self.

E very  old religion is b u t a  ch ap ter or two of the entire volum e of archaic 

prim eval m ysteries—E astern  O c c u ltism  alone being able to boast th a t it is in 

possession of the full secret, w ith its s e v e n  k eys.1

A s tru ly  sta ted  by Ragon, ‘the ancient H ierophants have combined so 

cleverly the dogm as and sym bols of th eir religious philosophies th a t these 

sym bols can be fully explained only by the com bination and knowledge of 
a l l  the k e y s’. T hey  can be only a p p r o x im a te ly  interpreted, even if one finds 

o u t three of these seven systems: the a n t h r o p o lo g ic a l , the p s y c h ic , and  th e

a s tr o n o m ic a l. T h e two chief interpretations, the h ighest and th e  lowest, th e
spiritual and the physiological, they preserved in the g rea test secrecy until 

the la tte r fell into th e  hands of the profane.2

T h e  true va lu e  o f the S e c r e t  D o c t r in e  can only be known b y  
those who read it w ith referen ce to the purpose fo r w hich it w as

1 Secret Doctrine, I, 318, (new  ed ition , I, 338).

2 Secret Doctrine, I, 363, (n ew  ed ition , I, 389).



w ritten , and it has been the w rite r ’s aim  to point out the main 
guide-posts, which, h ow ever, are no d iscovery  o f his, but to which 
the S e c r e t  D o c tr in e  itse lf is continually  diredting attention. So  fa r  
as the m ethod of study is concerned, this w ill'd epen d  la rg e ly  upon 
the previous tra in in g and capabilities o f the student, but by fa r  
the g re a ter num ber of students of the S e c r e t  D o c t r in e  recom m end, 
a fte r  a general reading, study by topics, for the inform ation on any 
one subjedt is, from  the ve ry  nature and purpose of the book, 
scattered  throughout its two volum es.

T h e  S e c r e t  D o c tr in e  is a m ine of know ledge and inform ation. 
M uch inform ation can be obtained by a  m ere reading, but its 
g re a t treasures do not lie on the su r fa c e ; they m ust be du g out, and 
its p earls can only be had for the diving. It  is no w onder that 
those who look upon this latter part of the X IX th  C entury as the 
flow er of the A g e s  should find such difficulty in read in g this work, 
o r  that they should com plain of its lack of m ethod, for “ this w ork 
is w ritten for the instruction of students of O ccultism ” 1 and “ the 
re jection  of these teachings m ay be expedted and m ust be accepted 
beforehand

T h e  intelligent study of the S e c r e t  D o c t r in e  requires persistence 
and effort, and it is w ell to realize this at the outset. It  m ay 
b e  that the conclusions which the student m ay reach to-day w ill 
b e  m odified, if not com pletely changed, in the fu tu re ; indeed, this 
i s  in evitab le  if  progress is to be made. F o r m an ’s outlook is lim ­
ite d , and it m ust be that, as his horizon w idens, new fadtors w ill 
a r ise  w hich w ill m odify previous conclusions; but if  he can m ake 
su re  of his “ fu n d am en ta ls”  and hold to them , he w ill have a sure 
g u id e  which w ill not fail him in any of his in vestigation s of the 
m y ste r ie s  of m an and nature.

J o s e p h  H F u s s e l l .

THE COLOR OF THE ANCIENT ARYANS.
THE INNER AND THE OUTER MAN AND THEIR COLORS.

IN  an article som ew hat curiously term ed “ T h e R ed  R a jp u t s ’* 
published in the O ctober num ber of the A s ia t ic  Q u a r t e r ly , the 

fo llo w in g  passage is quoted from  the M ah abh arata :

T h e  color of B rahm ans is w hite ; of the K shattryas red; of the V aishyas 

y e l lo w ; of the S hudras black.

• Secret D octrine, I, 23, (n ew  ed ition , I, 50).

* Secret D octrine , I, x x x v i i ,  (n ew  ed ition , 1, 21).



T h e above does not m ean that the B rahm ans w ere w hite like 
the Europeans, the K sh a ttrya s  copper-colored like  the R e d  Indi­
ans, the V a ish yas yellow  like the Je w s , and the Sh udras black 
like the negroes. T h e  four castes could not d iffer so much in 
color for the sim ple reason that long before the M ahabharatic 
period in term arriages w ere common and the o ffspring admitted 
into that caste, gen era lly  or broad ly speaking, to which the father 
belonged.

“  A jam  ekam  lohita Sh u k ta  K rish n am  ”  say  our Shastras about 
P rak riti, the root o f the physical or m aterial u n iverse . “ T h e  un­
born one is red, white, and black, for the g u n a s  (attributes) com­
posing it ” , called s a tt w a , r a ja s , and ta m a s , correspond to those 
colors thus:

S a t t w a ,  w hite color, shining, wisdom , l ig h t ;
R a ja s ,  red color, reflecting en ergy, m otion;
T a m a s , black color, coverin g  ignorance, darkness.

T h e y  correspond to m any other th ings, as m ay be found in the 
Puranas, but the above w ill do for the present. N ow  in the B rah­
m ans S a t tw a - g u n a m  or quality  predom inates, in the K sh attryas 
r a ja s ,  in the Shu d ras ta m a s. T h e color yellow  in our Shastras 
corresponds to gross m atter, and the V a ish ya s w ere engaged in 
w orld ly  pursuits. T h e  Brah m an represents the w isdom  of the 
nation, the K sh a ttrya s  the en ergy  o f it, the V a ish ya s its m aterial 
prosperity, and the Sh udras obedience and order.

A s  said in the B h a g a v a d - G it a , an ger and desire are the result of 
r a jo g u n a m , and the In n er M an becom es red when they predom i­
nate. T h u s in the Shanti P arvan  o f the M a h a b h a r a t a  quoted in 
the article but not c o rre d ly  translated :—

T his m anifested  U niverse is all Brahm, it  was originally created by Brahma, 

the color w as due to  K arm a; those tw ice born who forsaking th eir own dhar­
ma (or law and duty) becam e fond of kam ic enjoym ents, sharp, prone to 

anger, hasty  and red-lim bed, fell in to  K shattryaship.

V a rn a  m eans color as w ell as c a s te ; the one is the cause of the 
o th er; the skin m ay be as white as snow, but i f  r a jo -g u n a m  be 
dom inant the Inner Man w ill be red. E v e n  now our astrologers 
say  of w hat varn a  the babe is, no m atter w hether it is fa ir  or dark, 
no m atter of w hat caste it m ay be, according to the positions of the 
planets at the tim e of birth. Such varn a  re fe rs  to the Inner Man 
and not to his physical envelope.

In the fo llow in g I w ill try  to show the distribution of colors 
from  the beginning.



I.

N IR G U N A  PL A N E .
Above the three g u n as o r q u alities .

I MAHKSWARA 2  NAKAYANA

Colorless. Golden.

II.
SA G U N A  P L A N E .

. Sagun a means w ith  the gunas^ N irg u n a  without or above them.

V1SIINU 3 r --------------- SHIVA RUDRA

Satwiiv \  /  . o r v M . . .

Tam asic.
5

i iK A II M A

B lo  o d -  R e d .
Rajasie.

111.
T H E  1JA T H  O F R E N U N C IA T IO N .

, X iv r i t t i  Margd.
KRI SHNA 3  ~----------------7  4 SHIVA

D ark Blue. \  /  W hite.

r
I H E  SEVEN KISHEKS FROM TH E  

MANAS OK HKA1IMA.

_̂_ Color not given. __^

IV.

T H E  P A T H  O F E V O L U T IO N ,
/ 'l i i ' r  1N 1 M argu.
( 5 )  ItRAIIMA

T H E  SEVEN RISHEES CREATED OR 1 
EVOI.VED 

TIIKKK MORE RISHEES ENDING

, WI TH DAKS1IA.  THEY CREATE.  i!
j__ Color not known. __j

C R E A T IO N .

IIKAIIMA HECOMES MANU SYAMHHUVA,  

and creates m en in general.

T he Seven Rishees create B rahm ans an d  devas of white color.
D aksha incarnates an d  becomes Prachetas 

by falling into generation.

vi.

S E X U A L  C R E A T IO N .

P ra c h e ta s  D ak sh a creates men in general. Some of the B rahm ans fall into 
generation. People m ultiply, and are divided by a  Manu into the 

four castes according to th eir qualifications.



T h e  foregoing will further show that the colors spoken o f can­
not be the color o f the skin. F o r a W estern man who tries to 
m aterialize everyth in g  and thinks h im self liberal-m inded and sci­
entific if he can but rise  above the p igm y conception o f Biblical 
creation said to h ave begun a few  thousand years  back, it is very 
difficult to perce ive  that the real m eaning of passages in the 
Sh astras  can often be learnt a fter you begin  to live  a real Hindu 
life , a fter you learn  to m editate lon g and intensely, a fte r  you have 
a gro w in g  faith in our Shastras. L o ve them  and th ey w ill repay 
your patience and lab o r; study h urried ly, partia lly , and m ateri­
alize the teachings, and you will find them  self-contradidtory, 
rid iculous, absurd, and w hat not. M ake your choice, for it is 
said, “ T h e  Sun su ffers not in splendor if  all the blind unani­
m ously say  that there is no Sun ” .

K . P. M u k h e r j i .

B a ra k a r, India.

VAST WORKS OF THE PAST.

T h e  objection is often urged  again st Theosophical theories that 
they w ere produced by E astern  nations, and if we - are to 

ju d g e  by Ind ia  o f to-day these beliefs w ill resu lt in stagn atin g  hu­
man effort. B ut the fadts do not support the objedtion. In­
deed, if  we think o f the present w orks o f m an in the W est and 
m ake any com parison with the older days, we m ust conclude that 
ours are the most frag ile  and w ill the sooner y ie ld  to the destroy­
in g  touch o f tim e. W hat m odern w ork is to be com pared to the 
pyram id of Ghizeh in E g y p t  ? N one in respedt to any of the ele­
m ents involved. W hich o f our huge build ings w ill last for more 
than ten thousand years ? In  C hicago the place w here m ost, per­
haps, the tall build ings are found in one spot, th ey say  the foun­
dation is re a lly  mud, and even  now the ta llest tow er of all must 
com e down and other build ings show signs of w eakness. A s  light 
convulsion w ould w reck them  all. A n d  w hat of our records both 
of literatu re and science ? A ll  w ill w ither, d isappear, be eaten up 
b y moth and worm , and a fte r a tim e not a line be left. W hat do 
w e record on our inscriptions on build ings when we m ake any ? 
O nly som e unim portant nam es o f builder, contradtor, or official 
in the m unicipality. T h ere  are no sentences of art or science or 
philosophy. A n d  even  the foundation stones contain but s illy  re­
m ains and sm all th ings of no use to fu tu re  men. Most of our en­



e r g y  is devoted to gettin g  m ere coin that m ust soon or late be lost 
o r  g iven  up, be m elted, and altogeth er done aw ay w ith. Y e t  
though the E g yp tia n s , who long ago le ft  the scene, held beliefs 
th at w e m ight regard  as superstitious, they m ade build ing? and 
inscriptions and pictures w hich confront us to-day as the m ute 
proofs of the m ightiness o f a nation that ru les its life  b y  theories 
w e do not accept.

B u t in In d ia  and the rest o f the E ast is w here the objection is 
d irected . E v e n  th ere the faCts are to the contrary. W hat of 
th eir tanks fo r w aterin g  towns and fields ; of th eir g re a t tem p les; 
o f th eir aw e-insp iring underground constructions ; o f those build­
in g s  cut out o f the solid m ountain w ith m athem atical precision. 
C an  these be the w ork  of people whose b eliefs tend to stagnate 
hum an effort ? I think not.

T h e  caves of E llo ra  and E le p h an ta  contain im m ense im ages 
and carv in g s w hich w ould do credit to this day. T h e  caves of 
K a ila s  are 401 feet deep and 185 feet wide. Man m ade these. 
Inside is a conical pagoda 100 feet h igh , w ith a m usic g a lle ry ,fiv e  
la rg e  chapels, a la rg e  court, and a colonnade. T h re e  im m ense 
elep h an ts are  th ere cut from  the stone. A n  im age o f L aksh m i 
reposes w ith two elephants standing on their hind legs as if  pour­
in g  w ater over her. A  passage then opens righ t and left. T h irty  
feet on there are two obelisks carved, bein g 4 1 feet high and 1 1  
fe e t  square. T h irty  feet m ore and you find a great pagoda carved 
in sid e and out. T h ere  are sixteen  p illars, tw enty-tw o pilasters, 
and five entrances. T h e  roof is carved  to represent cross beam s, 
and each p illa r  is d ifferent from  the other.

A t  A ju n ta  are tw enty-seven  cut caves, the inscription seem ­
in g  to g iv e  the date o f 200 yea rs  B .C . W hat is the tem ple o f S o l­
om on to all th is?

T h en  look at In d ia ’s tanks. W e w ould call them  reservoirs. 
T h a t  o f L in gam p u tti is a g re a t trian g le  2 ^  m iles long, 1 broad 
at th e base, and 200 yea rs  old. B husrap atanam  tank is  13  m iles 
in circum ference ; G untoor 8 m iles ; G u rg i 12 m iles ; Shengal- 
m alla  1 1  m iles ; D uraji 9 m iles. C ham bram bakam  was tw enty 
m iles, and w atered  s ix ty-e igh t v illag es . V ivan am  has a dam  12 
m iles long. A t  H yd erab ad  is a great tank about 20 square m iles, 
w a terin g  the city.

A ll  o ver the E a st are im m ense w orks o f the past which we 
could not duplicate, and w hich our sordid civilization  w ould not 
p erm it us to think o f “  w a s t in g ”  m oney upon. I f  w e seek fu r­
th er and inquire of the w orks o f the m ind, the ancient astronom y 
confronts us. W ere it not fo r  it, our astronom ers m igh t now  be



w ondering w hat w as the m ean in g o f the backw ard m otion o f the 
sun in the Zodiac, i f  th ey knew  an yth in g at all about it. It is 
fa ir , then, to say  that there is no force at a ll in  the obje6tion to 
T heosophical thought as an E astern  produ6t on the ground that it 
w ill or m ight inhibit effort. On the con trary , it w ill broaden our 
civilization and m ake us create w orks as great if not g re a ter than 
those of the past. B ut we m ust not ignore the past, fo r to do so 
is to incur a sure if m ysterious retribution, because that past be­
longs to ourselves and w as a p art o f our own doing and begetting.

CORRESPONDENCE.
T. S. HEADQUARTERS.

T h e  fo llow ing letter w as sent from  N ew  Y o rk  on A u g u st 3rd 
1894.
E d i t o r  T h e o s o p h i s t ,

Dear Sir and Brother:—I beg to call your attention  to a  very im portant 
an d  vital m istake which has been m ade by B rother K eightley in paragraph  5 
of his le tte r to the Indian  Section, published in S upplem ent to  Ju ly  Theos­
ophist, and  beg to request th a t this le tter be given the sam e publicity in the 
journal as was given to his.

In  th a t paragraph, page xxxvii, he asks the Indian Section to m ake an 
em phatic protest against w hat he called “ the proposal of the A m erican Section 
to rem ove the H eadquarters of the Theosophical Society as such aw ay from 
the sacred soil of In d ia ”. T his extraordinary  request m ust have been made 
w ithout consideration of the full report of the last A m erican Convention. At 
th a t Convention the C ountess W achtm eister, as delegate for the In d ian  Sec­
tion, made a  proposition for such rem oval and  w ent into the m atter a t some 
length, but the proposal was voted down so far as the A m erican Section is con­
cerned by a  resolution which you will find on page 34 of our re p o rt; and that 
resolution was draw n up by myself. W e did not wish to consider th e  m atter 
a t  a l l; my personal view is th a t no such rem oval should be made, and th a t idea 
I h itherto  definitely expressed in w riting  to the P resident an d  Mr. Keightley 
over a  year ago; bu t it would have been discourteous to have paid  no attention 
to the proposition brought forw ard by the delegate of the Indian  Section, and 
consequently the resolution, which is the th ird  one on the page cited, was 
draw n in such term s as to politely dism iss the m atter. I  am in a  position to 
sta te  th a t a t the tim e this resolution cam e up I took the sam e position privately 
in respect to the m atter, sta tin g  th at I did not think the G eneral H eadquarters 
of the Society should be rem oved from India: the question of rem oving the 
Indian Section H eadquarters was one with which we have nothing to  do as a 
Section. A nd the A m erican Section w ishes th e  Indian  Section to clearly un­
derstand  th a t it has taken no position in respect to  the G eneral H eadquarters, 
except as sta ted  in the R eport in which it lias sta ted  th a t it is prem ature to 
consider any such change.

T he resolution reads as follows:

R e s o l v e d , T h a t  in  o u r  o p in io n  i t  w o u ld  b e  p r e m a t u r e  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e  to  c o n s id e r  
a n y  q u e s t io n  r e la t i n g  to  th e  r e m o v a l  o f  th e  In d ia n  G e n e r a l  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  d e e m in g  i t  a d ­
v i s a b le  to  le a v e  s u c h  m a t t e r s  to b e  a d ju s t e d  w h e n  th e  t im e  fo r  a c t io n  s h a l l  h a v e  a r r i v e d .

W i l l i a m  Q . J u d g e .
General Secretary.

S t . P a u l , M i n n . ,  U .S .A ., 
yth August, 1894. '

Dear Sir:
I have ju s t seen a  num ber of the July Theosophist, an d  in a  le tte r from  

B ertram  K eightley to the m em bers of the Indian  Section th ere  is an  error



which I should wish to rectify. H e states in p arag rap h  5, “ I shall then also 
ask you to  record a m ost em phatic protest against the proposal of the A m eri­
can Section to rem ove the H eadquarters of the Theosophical Society as such 
aw ay from  the sacred soil of India, the M other-Land of spiritual science and  
philosophy”. T ake aw ay the w ords “ A m erican Section” , replace them  by 
“th e  Countess W achtm eister” , an d  the parag rap h  is correct. All who are in­
terested  in this subject and who wish for a  fuller explanation should turn  to  
the transactions of the A m erican Convention held in April, 1894, in San 
Francisco.

I t  is quite tru e  th a t I m ade this suggestion to the A m erican Convention, 
because I  th ink th a t A dyar is useless to the Society as a  whole, being in such 
a  rem ote corner of th e  globe. T hus it is only d uring  one m onth in the year 
th a t an y  real activ ity  takes place in A dyar, th a t is, during the tim e of the 
Convention.

W e have so few years left before the end of the century  th a t it  seem s ad ­
visable to me th a t the P resident of the T. S. should be in a  locality an d  a  
position w here he could do m ore effectual work for th e  Society.

C o n s t a n c e  W a c h t m e i s t e r .

\Note. T h e  fo r e g o in g  is  a  c o p y  o f  th e  le t t e r  s e n t  to  th e  Theosophist b v  th e  w r i t e r ,  
p u b lic a t io n  in  P a t h  b e in g  r e q u e s t e d  b y  h e r . T h e  E d it o r  o f  th e  P a t h  is  n o t  in  a n y  w a y  
c o m m it te d  to  th e  id e a  o f  r e m o v in g  H e a d q u a r t e r s  fr o m  In d ia ,  b u t  h a s  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  s u c h  
r e m o v a l  w o u ld  b e  u n w is e  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  b e t t e r  fo r  m a n y  r e a s o n s  to  h a v e  th e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  
in  th e  E a s t .  T h e  d u t ie s  o f  th e  P r e s id e n t  m ig h t  r e q u ir e  c o n s ta n t  t r a v e l i n g  o v e r  th e  w o r ld , 
b u t  a s  h is  e x e c u t i v e  fu n c t io n s  g o  w ith  h is  p e rs o n  th e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  n e e d  n o t  fo llo w  h is  
w a n d e r in g s .  W .Q .J .]

T lT E R ARy ]\jOTEg.
“ G r e a t  m e n  a r e  n o t  a l w a y s  w i s e , neither do the m ighty  understand 

ju d g m e n t.” T he T .P .S . has begun publication of a  series of w hat it calls 
“ L otus Leaves”, the first num ber being The Voice of the Silence. I t  is of 
convenient size and  good type, b u t nevertheless open to the following criti­
cisms : (a) the notes, here called “ Glossary", a re  not a t foot of page bu t a t
end of book, thus involving perpetual tu rn in g  of leaves for reference; (b) 
type of notes is sam e as th a t of text, and the figures are  too faint; ( c) H .P . B's 
w ork has a  title  of its own which should not be obscured by a  different one 
in v en ted  by the publishers; (d) the cover is som ew hat flimsy; (e) a  new an d  
im proved edition of the Voice having lately been printed in A m erica, with 
foot-notes on page and  other excellences, to issue still another in E ngland, 
especially if inferior, is w asteful of m oney and  quite needless. One edition 
can serve both countries.—[A .F .]

J u l y  T h e o s o p h i s t . “ Old D iary  L eaves X X V III” n arra tes  rem arkable 
instan ces of “ M aya” effected by H .P .B . and one upon her, an d  of the stran g e 
w ay in which money for h er support cam e a t crises. Dr. du Prel’s article on 
“ C lairvoyance” is very fine indeed, the analysis through the first tw o pages 
b e in g  m asterly. “ N .D .K ." in “ E ccentric Genius" m akes some most ju s t re­
m arks on the respective conduct of adm irers and enem ies tow ards brilliant 
m en, and  on the d anger and error of hero-worship. I t  is also, no doubt, true 
th a t “ the study an d  p a rt acquirem ent of spiritual know ledge is no guarantee 
th a t th e  m oral natu re  of a  p articu lar s tu d en t m ay not show undesirable lap­
ses”, though b etter proof may be needful th an  th a t adduced,— “ E astern  litera­
tu re  gives us instances of saints and R ishis com m itting deplorable errors”. 
M aybe it is a  “ deplorable error” to  have so low an estim ate of R ishis and so 
h igh  an  estim ate of E astern  literature. Surely the Theosophist has published 
enough specim ens of th at literatu re  am ply illustrating its singular confusion of 
fancy w ith  fact an d  the sensations it gives anyone with a  germ  of the historic 
sense ! Poor H .P .B . is of course brought out in exemplification of the thesis, 
possibly from th at motive of dispassionate justice which m ust ever anim ate 
the tru e  Theosophist, possibly—well, otherwise. In  “ A v atars” Mr. P. N. 
S inha m akes this forceful statem ent: “ T o m y m ind, the Theosophical move­
m en t in its  devotional aspect ( I  m ean its later-day exposition by Mrs. B esant)



is  essentially akin to  the spiritual m ovem ent in augurated  by Sri C haitanya", 
—a g re a t religious preacher regarded  by his followers as an incarnation of 
V ishnu.—[A. F .]

J u l y  L u c i f e r  m ight alm ost be called a  fem ale num ber, since three of its 
ablest articles, besides the ‘‘W atch Tower", are  b y  w om en,— “ S tates of Con­
sciousness” , Sarah C orbett, “T h e  R ationale of D ream s”, C harlotte E. Woods, 
“ T he M eaning and the U se of P am ”, Mrs. Besant. A n editorial foot-note to 
the first rem inds th a t no views of contributors compromise the T .S ., b u t cer­
tainly  th e  m ain body of the paper is so ju s t an d  instructive, indeed so pecu­
liarly judicious and  common-sense, th a t a  few collateral speculations are  alto­
g eth er pardonable. T h e  last two pages are  delightful in their illustrations 
from sound experience. I t  is a  p ity  th a t “ T he R ationale of D eath” could 
not have appeared entire  in one num ber, so good is it, and Eliphas Levi’s 
panegyric on the Pope, the Im m aculate Conception, and the pentagram  as 
an  antidote to vertigo w hen traced on doors, be postponed to th e  Greek 
K alends. In the g entle  sp irit of large-view ing wisdom w arm ed by the tenderest 
compassion for hum an sorrows w ith w hich w e can im agine an angel brooding 
over hum anity  and  yearning  to  enlighten it, Mrs. B esant expounds the 
m eaning and use of Pain. S trong  an d  kindly, clear an d  resolute in probing 
to the source, y e t infinitely sym pathetic and soothing, hopeful, generous, in­
spiring, she teaches us w hy we suffer, how we m ay surpass suffering, and of 
the u ltim ate happiness for all. Dr. W ilder concludes “ T he Religions of 
A n cient Greece an d  Rome” in th e  sam e charm ing sp irit and diction as he 
began it. Mrs. B esant was to  leave for A ustralia  at the end of Ju ly .—[A .F .]

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S i f t i n g s , Vol. V II, No. 6. “  T h e  L anguage of Symbols”,
b y  S. G. P. Coryn, is a  philosophical treatm en t of the im portance naturalness, 
essence, and utility of symbols, the m ethod of th e ir study, and th eir signifi­
cance as connecting different planes by correspondence. I t  is rich in thought, 
and the first p aragraph  is a  fine exam ple of melodious flow in composition. 
A nd yet, perhaps, its estim ate of the value of sym bolism in religion is exces­
sive. O rnate ritu al has never conserved tru e  and living fa ith ; it  h as chilled 
an d  form alized relig io n ; and the rem edy for agnosticism  or m aterialism  is 
n o t a  spectacular worship, b u t a  revived truth. Mr. Coryn is probably wrong 
in th inking  th a t the pow er of Rom anism  is increasing, certainly w rong if he 
refers to educated an d  th inking  men. “ On the H igher A spect of Theosophical 
S tu d ies” is by M ohini M. C hatterji, rep rin ted  from the Theosophist of March, 
1885. I t  is able an d  sagacious, subtle in its reasoning an d  elevated in its con­
ceptions, possibly open a t tim es to criticism  — as when D evachanees are  said 
to be w ithout self-consciousness, b u t certainly  from a pen which has been a 
sad  loss to  th e  T .S .—[A .F .] '

M e r c u r y  is a  new “ Theosophical journal issued in the interest of children 
and young people”, and gives instructive teachings, m ethods of work, games, 
apothegm s, poetry, news of L otus Circles, etc. T h e  editor is Mr. W illiam J. 
W alters, Room 35, 1504 M arket street, S an Francisco, Calif., and the subscrip­
tion 50 cents p er year. W hat an excellent th in g  it  is th a t we are to  have a 
Theosophical periodical for the young; w hat g ran d  opportunities it offers for 
real ability  and sa g a c ity ; and how fitting th a t it should originate w jth those 
m arvellous people on the Pacific Coast whose energy, ingenuity, and  progress­
iveness are the despair of us on the A tlantic! I t  is alw ays said  th a t one of 
the m ost difficult th ings on earth  is to talk  interestingly  to  children, bu t the 
C alifornians invented Lotus Circles and  are now supplying them  w ith matter. 
T he editor solicits simple articles from children’s friends in all parts of the 
world; no w orthier appeal could well come for an y th in g !—[A .F .]

T r a n s a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n d o n  L o d g e , No. 22, is “ T he C ulture of the 
Soul”, by  Mrs. A nnie Besant. Prem ising th a t in the E a st soul-culture is a 
definite science and  not simply a  vague aspiration, the speaker, following the 
teaching  of the U panishads, explains th a t the obstacles are  th e  external 
world, the senses, and the m ind, and  th a t the two m ethods of overcoming 
them  are H ath a  Y oga an d  R aja  Yoga. E ach is described an d  the latter 
com m ended. T he whole lecture is of course edifying and soulful an d  uplift­
ing, and the concluding p aragraphs are as if inspired. T h e  last few pages



m ight well have been amplified, fo im portant a  topic needing fuller exposi­
tion and  additional directions. (Orderable through P a t h ;  35 cents)—[A .F .]

T h e  Lam p is still an o th er Theosophical venture. It is a  m agazine of 16 
pages published by the Toronto T.S. an d  edited by A lbert E. S. Sm ythe,
F .T .S ., of Toronto, Canada. P rice 25 cents a  year. T h e  first num ber a t  
h an d  is adorned ( if  you lik e ) with a  picture of Claude Falls W right, who is 
now in Toronto. A frightful pun is m ade in the personal notes, on Judge, 
W right, and rig h t—inexcusable. On th e  whole the issue is breezy an d  useful. 
5,000 copies will be the edition an d  m any will be given aw ay each m onth.

A \irro r°f thc7V\pVeirier|t.
A M E R IC A .

B u f f a l o  T .S ., Buffalo, X .Y ,, w as chartered  on A ugust 21st w ith 26 
charter-m em bers. T his Branch is largely the result of Claude F. W right’s 
work as Lecturer, and begins w ith vigorous energy as to m eetings, L ibrary, 
and every good scheme. I t  is the 91st Branch on the A m erican roll. T he 
President-elect is Mr. W illiam A. Stevens, and the Secretary  Mrs. M ary A. 
D. N ew ton, 644 Plym outh avenue.

T h e  C o u n t e s s  W a c h t m e i s t e r ’ s  visit to K ansas C ity was one of rem ark­
able success. W ith only two days’ notice and m ost of the m em bers out of 
town, the first lecture was crow ded, persons standing  eveyw here and  filling 
up the corridors. T he second lecture w as given in Scottish R ite C athedral 
upon “ H . P. Blavatsky an d  the Theosophical A depts.” T he Countess w as 
n ever m ore eloquent or interesting. T he third lecture w as in the sam e place 
and  upon “ M agnetism  and H ypnotism '’, nearly  five hundred people being 
present. One of the staunchest Spiritualists in K ansas City proposed a  vote 
of th an k s to her for the instruction and pleasure she had given, and  wished 
her God speed. T he K ansas City papers gave very full accounts of her, to­
g e th e r with portraits. On Ju ly  22a she w ent to Lincoln, Neb., for a  tw o days' 
stay. T he U n i-ersa list Church, seating  five hundred persons, w as filled to 
overflowing each evening, m any having to tu rn  away. In addition to the tw o 
lectures the Countess held an  afternoon and an evening m eeting in parlors, both 
well attended  and w ith lively discussions. On the 24th she departed for 
O m aha. A fter the visit to O m aha she passed three days in Sioux City, la ., 
the 27th, 28th, and  29th. T h e  lectures on “ Theosophy” and  “ T he Differ­
ence betw een M agnetism  and H ypnotism ” were free and were a tten d ed  by 
m ore th an  300; but a  much sm aller audience w as present a t the pay lecture on 
“ H. P. Blavatsky and the Theosophical A depts”. T he C ountess held recep­
tions four hours each day, thereby doubling the good results of the lectures. 
T hese lectures were given in the hall of the Y .M .C.A ., w hich w as conceded 
w ith some reluctance, it h aving  been refused to the C hristian Scientists, the 
Spiritualists, and  the U nitarians, b u t the Secretary afterw ards sta ted  th a t th e  
lectures w ere unobjectionable and th a t he w as glad the hall had been allowed. 
T h e  Countess did much for the D a n a T .S ., which will en ter upon its  next 
year’s w ork w ith renew ed vigor and enthusiasm . From  Sioux City th e  
Countess w ent to Sioux Falls, S .D ., arriv in g  on the 30th, b u t a  severe wind­
storm  postponed the lecture to the following evening, when about fifty persons 
assem bled for the lecture. On A ugust 2d the Countess w ent to Luverne, 
Minn., held a  m eeting in the afternoon a t a  private  residence, and received 
four applications for mem bership. A free lecture was given th a t evening to a 
crow ded house. A fter th e  lecture she left for M inneapolis. A t M inneapolis 
an d  St. P aul th ere  was g re a t interest. A  large church w as taken  a t  M inne­
apolis and  about one thousand people attended the lecture. T w o o ther lec­
tures w ere given. St. Paul also gave crowded audiences. T he Countess 
spoke to  the Scandinavians in Sw edish a fter one lecture, and th a t m ay result 
in a  Branch. A t L ake City, near by, there w as a  gath erin g  on the law n at Mr. 
U nderw ood’s. Good notices appeared in  the papers and  the lecture there w as



well attended. T he Countess reached Milwaukee on the 9th, and after recep­
tio n s and interview s lectured in the evening, doing likewise the next day. 
Both lectures received long and  favorable notice fjom  both E nglish an d  Ger­
m an papers. On the 1 ith  she reached Chicago, rem aining till the 17th. Be­
sides three public lectures, one in a  crow ded church, she addressed the 
W achtm eister T .S . ( th e  Swedish B ranch), the Englew ood B ranch, a  closed 
m eeting  of all Chicago Theosophists, and a  special m eeting of the Leagues, 
held receptions on two afternoons, and throughout her stay  answ ered innu­
m erable questions an d  gave invaluable inform ation.

S a l t  L a k e  B r a n c h  has established perm anent headquarters an d  reading- 
room in Room 505, Progress building. Public lectures are  now given every 
other Sunday, a  good attendance of visitors being alw ays present. Private 
branch m eetings are  held the rem aining Sundays, an d  in addition it is intend­
ed to shortly organize an evening class for study. T he B ranch has recently 
abolished all local dues on account of tim es being so hard, an d  expenses are 
m e t by voluntary contributions. Several new m em bers have been gained.

C l a u d e  F a l l s  W r i g h t  lectured before the A ryan T .S . Sunday, June 24, 
on ‘‘O ther W orlds th an  O urs”. On T h ursday  28th he left for Boston. Three 
weeks were spent there, d uring  which, in addition to num berless private 
m eetings, he delivered one public lecture in M alden and  several to the Boston 
Branch. On Sunday, Ju ly  8th, he lectured to a  large audience on “ V ibra­
tions”, an d  on the 15th to another large audience on “ If  C hrist came to Chica­
go”. W ednesday, Ju ly  18th, he left for Syracuse, N.Y. T h a t evening he 
addressed a  m eeting in Mrs. O lcott’s drawing-room . Ju ly  19th he gav e a  pub­
lic lecture on “ R eincarnation”. Ju ly  20th in the U niversalist Church he gave a 
public lecture on “ O ccultism”. “ Dream s", “ C oncentration”, “ Brotherhood", 
an d  “ Occult Developm ent” w ere the subjects of fu rth er lectures. H e likewise 
visited Baldinsville and there addressed a  num ber of persons. On Saturday, 
J u ly  28th, he left for Buffalo, and Sunday, the 29th, he addressed a  m eeting on 
“ D ream s”. On M onday the 30th, a t Genessee Parlors, he delivered an address 
on “ R eincarnation”. T uesday he spoke there on “ O ccultism”. T h u rsd ay  he ad­
dressed a  large audience on “ C oncentration”, and “ U niversal B rotherhood” 
was the title of a  lecture the next evening. T hese m eetings w ere all crowded 
an d  increasing in size; on Saturday, A ugust 4th, therefore, a  Branch was 
form ed, no less th an  tw enty-six persons signing the charter. On S unday he 
left for C assadega L ake S piritualists’ Camp, and lectured there on “ R eincarna­
tio n ” and “ O ccultism” , retu rn in g  to Buffalo on T uesday  the 7th. On W ednes­
day he spoke in the G enessee P arlors on “ M adam e B lavatsky”. S atu rd ay  the 
n t h  he arrived in T oronto, Canada. On S unday he lectured there on “ T he 
Theosophical Society”. O n T uesday, W ednesday, T hursday, and F rid ay  fol­
low ing he gave public lectures in B roadw ay H all, w ith audiences of about five 
hundred. On Sunday, A ugust 19th, he lectured there on “ C oncentration” to a 
very  full house. T h is is m erely th§ sum of Mr. W right’s public lectures ; in ad ­
dition he has had m any private  interview s and  held parlor m eetings constantly. 
C onsiderable s tir has been m ade in the papers everyw here th a t h« h as been.

In  s p i t e  o f  t h e  s u m m e r  w e a t h e r  th e  work in Chicago has progressed 
steadily. A new L eague has been organized by m em bers of the Chicago 
B ranches for the purpose of carry ing  forw ard vigorous propaganda work in 
every direction. I t  prom ises to be particularly valuable as an instrum ent 
through which all newT ideas and plans of any kind relative to Theosophy m ay 
be tested, an d  as a  m eans of placing work w ithin reach of every Branch 
m em ber. D uring  Ju ly  the following lectures on Theosophy were given in 
Chicago: Theosophy and its Mission in the West, Mr. R. D. A. W ade;
Buddhas of Compassion. Mr. G. M. Willis; The Power of Thought and 
Self-Control, Miss E va F. Gates; The Spiritual Nature in Man, Mrs. R.
D. A. W ade; and Mans' Place in Nature, Mr. D avid Gibson.

SUPPORT OF THE T. S 
W hile deeply grateful to all who have aided m e in the carry ing  out of my 

plan for the form ation of a  p erm anent fund for the prosecution or the G reat 
W ork, I am not a t all satisfied w ith results to date. A nd I cannot b u t think 
th a t only ignorance of the existence of such a  plan h as prevented  its  much 
m o re  rapid  grow th. I now again request th a t every' m em ber not only forward



to  m e his pledge b u t th a t each one form him self into a  com m ittee of one for 
th e  purpose of spreading inform ation covering the plan and its details. W hen 
ev ery  F. T . S. in A m erica is fully inform ed on the subject, then I  m ust, of 
■course, be satisfied with results; but until th a t tim e there is work for all to do.
I have b u t one new subscriber to report, J .C .S ., in the 25 ct-per-m onth class.
I  w a n t  m o r e  b y  n e x t  m o n th . G .E .H a r t e r ,

August 13th, JSQ4. j r  Huffman Ave., Dayton, 0 .
August ijth, 1894. Received from George E. Harter S 7J.QS as dona­

tions to his scheme since the remittance of Ju ly  ibth.
W i l l i a m  Q . J u d g e ,

General Secretary.

PACIFIC COAST ITEMS.
S e a t t l e  T .S. had S unday evening lectures in A ugust: Chelas, Yogis,

and Adepts, B. A. W elbon; Our Moon, Frederic G. P lum m er ; Theosophy in 
Daily Life, Thos. A. Barnes; Astral Bodies, Mrs. A nna L. Blodgett.

D r. G r i f f i t h s  gave lectures on July  ioth  an d  12th a t S an ta  A na, Calif., 
a n d  a  “ Quiz” on July  13th, all u n d er auspices of A laya branch. Mrs. S. A. 
Sm ith, the Secretary, a rran g ed  for a  m eeting a t h er residence in O range, at 
which the lecturer spoke to a  good num ber. T h ere  is a  prospect th a t a 
stu d y  class there will be conducted by Mrs. Smith. From  Ju ly  14th to 20th 
the lecturer had  a  busy week a t S an Diego. T he branch now m aintains a 
h ead q u arters, library, and lecture hall a t 7th and E  streets, very n ear the 
c e n tre  of the city. T he hall is large, well lighted, furnished with organ, piano, 
pictures, etc., and  seatsab o u t two hundred. T he room s are open to the public 
every  afternoon, and an air of earnestness pervades the headquarters. N ear­
ly every evening furnishes some branch work, one im portant d epartm ent 
"being the T rain in g  Class presided over by Dr. Park, a  skilled parliam entarian. 
Special attention  is given to p arliam entary  proceedings, thus tra in in g  all the 
m em bers to conduct public m eetings. Such tra in in g  classes are  now a lead­
in g  feature of m any Pacific Coast Branches. O riginally started  a t S an F ra n ­
cisco by A bbott Clark, a  sense of th e ir value soon spread to other branches. 
On the 15th Dr. Griffiths lectured on “ B rotherhood” ; 16th, atten d ed  and 
addressed the T ra in in g  Class; 17th, lectured on “ H igh L ights of Theosophy” ;
18th, held branch an d  priv ate  m eetings; 19th, lectured on “ Theosophy and 
H eredity” ; 20th, held a  “ Quiz” m eeting. L arg e audiences a tten d ed  every 
lecture. On the afternoon of Ju ly  20th a  reception and  inform al m eeting was 
held a t the house of Mrs. H attie  W right. Dr. Griffiths spent Sunday, Ju ly  
22d, in L os A ngeles, an d  lectured in the H eadquarters upon “ Theosophy and  
H eredity” to a  crowded house. By special invitation of the L ecture Bureau 
of the Soldiers’ H om e near S anta Monica, the lecturer addressed a  large num ­
b e r of veterans in the public hall of th a t institution upon “ G eneral Theoso­
phy” , and on the 24th lectured upon “ Theosophy and K arm a” in the seaside 
town’ of S an ta  Monica. On the 25th he a ttended  the regular sessions of Los 
A ngeles B ranch an d  explained the objects and  m ethods of T rain in g  Clas­
ses. Upon his suggestion a  T ra in in g  Class w as organized as an  ad ju n ct 
of branch work. T he U nity  Club of Pomona, Calif., invited  Dr. Griffiths 
to  lecture before it, and  he d id  so on the 26th. Compton w as next vis­
ited  and a  lecture given there to a  fair audience on the 29th. T here is 
m ore interest th an  ever in Theosophy on the p a rt of a  large num ber of 
Southern C alifornians, an d  Los A ngeles B ranch has its hands full in visiting 
adjoining towns, lecturing, and doing other T .S . work. As elsewhere, the 
w ork falls upon a  few. D uring  h is las t trip  in Southern  C alifornia Dr. 
Griffiths h as visited tw enty-six towns, given thirty-six lectures, an d  held 
tw enty-three m eetings. H e returned  to S an Francisco July  31st, a fte r an 
absence of three m onths, an d  will visit W ashington and  Oregon d uring  
A ugust and  Septem ber. T he first two weeks in A ugust w ere passed in and 
n ear S an Francisco, a ttending  branch m eetings and train in g  classes, lecturing, 
etc. A t the opening of the O akland T .S . H eadquarters, A ugust 3d, Dr. 
Griffiths spoke upon “ F a c ts  and Prophecies of the T .S .”, an d  on the 5th in the 
S tate’s P nson, upon “ K arm a an d  R eincarnation” . H e lectured A ugust 12th 
-upon “ N ew  Phases of Brotherhood” in San Francisco, and  on the 18th sailed 
for V ictoria, B.C.



B l a v a t s k y  H a l l ,  L os Angeles, h ad  lectures each S unday evening in July, 
on A ugust 5th one by Mrs. L . E. Giese on Some Phases of Karma, an d  one 
by Dr. G. F. Mohn on A ugust 12th upon The various Astral Bodies. Los- 
A ngeles is becom ing quite a  Theosophical centre for Southern California. 
W ork is being done in P asadena, O ntario, R iverside, S a n ta  A na, Pomona, 
S an ta  Monica, Compton, an d  Soldiers’ H om e from this centre. Several lect­
ures have been given a t the last two places, and  applications from others have 
come w hich will be duly filled. T he public m eetings are  well attended, and 
have the peculiar featu re  of an entirely  new audience each time. E very  en­
couragem ent is felt.

S h e l t o n  S o l a r  T .S ., Shelton, W ash., was chartered in Ju ly  w ith 9 char­
ter-m em bers. I t  is the 90th Branch on the A m erican roll. T he P resident is 
Mrs. Delia F. K neeland, and the Secretary  Mrs. M ary E. Cyphert.

E N G L A N D .
"HANDS ACROSS THE SEA."

Some of the E nglish Lodges of the T.S. a re  already in correspondence 
with L edges in o ther countries, and in order to prom ote an extension of th is 
very praisew orthy idea the underm entioned p lan is subm itted to the attention 
of Theosophists of all countries, as being one w hich will ten d  tow ards the 
solidarity  of the T.S.

I t  is proposed to  open a  reg ister for the nam es of those Lodges th a t are 
wishful to enter in to  correspondence w ith Lodges in o ther countries, so th a t they 
m ay be placed in communication. I t  will be readily  seen th a t m any Lodges 
m ight be overw helm ed w ith applicants, w hile others, less w idely known b u t 
equally desirous of international com m unication, m ight be overlooked. By 
m eans of the register system , w ith all nam es recorded, this would be o b v ia t­
ed. T h e  agency of the G eneral Secretaries of Sections is not used, as th ey  
are  at present in a  sta te  of over-work. T here will be no officialism about this 
scheme: the only duties of the R eg istrar being to place Lodges in com m uni­
cation with each other and record the fast, an d  his sole desire being to  
strengthen the “ linked B attalions of the T .S .” W ill those who think the tim e 
ripe for some such effort tow ards realization of the first.object of ours com m u­
nicate w ith the undersigned, and will those Lodges th a t are  a lready  in com ­
m unication with one or more Lodges in other countries notify, in order to- 
avoid confusion?

T his notice will be sent to  Theosophical papers in India, Europe, A m e ri­
ca, and  A ustralia, w here Lodges m ight appoint th eir own registrars, th u s 
facilitating m atters still further. O. F i r t h , Pres. Bradford Lodge.

H a w t h o r n e  H o u s e , Baildon, Nr. Shipley, Yorks, E n g l a n d .

C o l . H. S. O l c o t t  m ade a  tour a fter the Convention, going up to th e  
N orthern  B ranches. T he trip  w as in every w ay successful an d  beneficial, a n d  
the Colonel says he received the g reatest kindness everyw here. On A u g u st 
8th he w ent to D ublin for a  lecture on the 9th. On th e  ioth  he re tu rn ed  to 
London, expecting to leave there A ugust 24 on the S.S. P eninsular for In d ia . 
T he B uddhist D efense C om m ittee of Ceylon have asked Col. O lcott to try  an d  
g et them  justice from the G overnm ent in the m a tte r of the annoying  Q u a rte r 
Mile Clause about Schools, and th a t occupied some tim e in  London.

G e o r g e  R. S. M e a d  has not y e t fully recovered, an d  expected to go on a 
m uch-needed vacation.

Q u i e t  s t e a d y  w o r k  has been g oing  on in A uckland, N. Z ., d u rin g  th e  
p ast m onth. T h e  a tten d an ce a t the open lodge m eetings has been satisfactory . 
Papers have been read  by Mrs. T .E .H u g h es, Mr. S tu art, Mr. Sanders, and M r. 
Sw innerton. On S unday evening, Ju n e  24th, Mr. W. H. D raffingave a  sp le n ­
did lecture upon “ T he R eligion of the F u tu r e ”. On Ju ly  8th in the C horal 
H all Mrs. S ara  Draffin lectured upon “ B rotherhood and the service of M an 
the basis of true p ro g ress” to a  good audience. T he Secret Doctrine class 
keeps up rem arkably  well. ____________________ .

To answer every question is impoesible; many questions lead to various an sw ers.—
D aily Item s.

OM.


