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T h e s e  fin ite  b o d ie s , w h ic h  e n v e lo p  t h e  s o u ls  in h a b it in g  
th e m , a r e  s a id  to  b e lo n g  to  H im , th e  e t e r n a l ,  in d e s t r u c t ib le ,  
u n p r o v a b le  S p i r i t  w h o  is  in  th e  b o d y ;  w h e r e fo r e ,  O A r j u n a ,  
r e s o lv e  to  fig h t . T h is  S p i r i t  c a n  n e v e r  b e  d e s t r o y e d  in  th e  
m o r ta l f r a m e  w h ic h  it  i n h a b i t e t h ; h e n c e  i t  i s  u n w o r t h y  fo r  
th e e  to  b e  t r o u b le d  fo r  a l l  t h e s e  m o r t a ls .—Bhagavad Gitd.
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LETTERS OF H. P. BLAVATSKY .1 

i i . ’

TH E  new spapers g a v e  accounts o f certain  o f these phenom 
ena and described the appearance of astral visitors, am ongst 

others a H indu. In sending the ex tra cts  H .P .B . com m ents:
“ I see this H indu ev ery  day, ju st as I m ight see any other 

l iv in g  person, with the only difference that he looks to me m ore 
eth ereal and m ore transparent. F o rm erly  I kept silent about 
these appearances, th inking that th ey w ere hallucinations. B ut 
now  th ey h ave becom e visib le  to other people as w ell. H e ( th e 
H in d u ) appears and advises us as to our condudt and our w ritin g . 
H e  ev id en tly  know s everyth in g  that is go in g  on, even  to th e 
thoughts o f other people, and m akes me express his know ledge. 
Som etim es it seem s to me that he overshadow s the whole of m e, 
s im p ly  entering m e like a kind o f vo latile  essence penetrating a ll 
m y pores and d isso lvin g in me. T h en  we two are able to speak 
to o ther people, and then I begin  to understand and rem em b er 
sciences and lan guages— everyth in g  he instructs me in, even w hen 
he is  not with m e any more. ”

1 C o p y r ig h t ,  1894.
2 B e g u n  in  D e c e m b e r  P a t h .



D iredtly  Is is  U n veiled  w as published, H . P. B . w rote to M adam e 
Je lih o v sk y  :

“ It  seem s stran ge to you that som e H indfi Sah ib  is so free 
and easy  in his dealings w ith me. I can quite understand you : 
a  person not used to that kind o f phenom enon— w hich, though 
not quite unprecedented, is y e t p erfectly  ign o red — is sure to be 
incredulous. F o r  the v e ry  sim ple reason that such a  person is 
not in the h ab it o f go in g  deep ly  into such m atters. F o r in
stance, you ask w h eth er he is lik e ly  to indulge in w anderings 
inside other people as w ell as m e. I am  sure I don ’t k n o w ; but 
h ere is som ething about which I am  perfedtly  c e r ta in : A d m it
th at m an ’s so u l— h is real liv in g  sou l— is a  th ing p erfectly  sep
arate  from  the rest o f the organ ism ; th at this perisprit is not 
stuck w ith  paste to the ph ysical ‘ in n erd s ’ ; and that th is soul 
which ex ists  in  ev ery th in g  liv in g , b eginn ing w ith  an in fusoria  
and ending with an elephant, is  d ifferent from  its physical 
double only inasm uch as bein g m ore or less overshadow ed b y  the 
im m ortal sp irit it is  capable o f adting free ly  and independently. 
In  the case o f the uninitiated profane, it adts du ring th eir sleep : 
in  the case o f an in itiated adept, it adts at an y mom ent he chooses 
according to his w ill. Ju s t  try  and assim ilate this, and then 
m any th ings w ill befcome clear to you. T h is  fadt w as believed  in 
and known in fa r  distant epochs. St. P au l, who alone am ong all 
the apostles w as an in itiated A d ep t in  the G reek  M ysteries, c learly  
alludes to it w hen n arratin g  how he w as ‘ caugh t up to the th ird 
heaven, w hether in the body or out o f the body I cannot t e l l : 
G od k n o w e th ’. A lso  R h oda says about Peter, ‘ I t  is not P eter 
b u t h is angel ’— that is to say , h is double or h is soul. A n d  in the 
A  els o f  the Apostles, ch. viii, v. 39, w hen the sp irit o f God lifted 
up Philip  and transported him , it w as not h is body that w as trans
p o rted , not h is coarse flesh, but his E g o , his sp irit and h is soul. 
R e a d  A puleius, P lutarch , Jam b lich u s, and other learned m en—  
th e y  all a llude to this kind of phenom enon, though the oaths they 
had to take at the tim e o f th eir initiation did not allow  them  to 
sp eak  openly. W hat m edium s accom plish unconsciously, under 
th e  influence o f outside pow ers which take possession o f them , 
can  be accom plished b y  A d ep ts consciously at their own volition. 
T h a t ’s all. . . . A s  to the Sah ib , I  h ave  known him  a  lo n g
tim e. T w en ty-five  years  ago  he cam e to London w ith the P rin ce 
o f  N e p a u l; th ree yea rs  ago he sent m e a  le tte r b y  an Ind ian  w ho 
cam e here to lecture about Buddhism . In  this le tte r he rem inded 
m e o f m any th ings, foretold  b y  him  at the tim e, and asked m e 
w h eth er I believed  him  now and w h eth er I w ould consent to o b ey



him , to avoid com plete destruction. A fte r  this he appeared re 
p eatedly, not only to m e but also to other people, and to Olcott 
whom  he ordered to be President o f the Society, teach ing him 
how to start it. I  a lw ays recognize and know the M aster, and 
often talk  to him w ithout seein g him. H ow  is it that he hears 
m e from  everyw h ere , and that I also h ear h is voice across seas 
and oceans tw enty tim es a  day? I do not know, but it is  so. 
W hether it  is he person ally  that enters m e I re a lly  cannot say  with 
confidence: i f  it is not he, it is  h is pow er, his influence. T h rou gh  
him  alone I am stro n g ; w ithout him  I am  a  m ere n o th in g .”

T h e re  w as n aturally  considerable fe a r in the m inds o f H . P. B ’s 
n earest re latives as to the charadter o f this m ysterious H indu 
teacher. T h e y  could not help  re g a rd in g  him as m ore o f a 
“ heathen so rce re r”  than an yth in g else. A n d  this v iew  H .P .B . 
took pains to com bat. Sh e told them  that her M aster had a  deep 
respedt fo r the sp irit o f C h rist’s teachings. Sh e had once spent 
seven  w eeks in a forest not fa r  from  the K arako ram  m ountains, 
w h ere she had been isolated from  the world, and w here her 
teach er alone had visited  her daily , w h eth er astra lly  or otherw ise 
sh e  did not state. B ut w hilst there she had been shown in a  cave- 
tem ple a  series o f statues representing the g re a t teachers o f the 
w orld , am ongst others :

“ A  huge statue of Je su s  Christ, represented  at the m om ent 
o f pardoning M ary M ag d a len e ; G autam a B ud dh a offers w ater in 
the palm  of h is hand to a  b egg ar, and A n an d a is shown drinking 
out o f the hands o f a  P ariah  p ro stitu te .”

H .P .B . w rote to M adam e Je lih o v sk y  (d a te  unknow n) that 
sh e w as learn in g to get out of her body, and o fferin g to  p ay h er a 
v is it  in  T iflis  “ in the flash o f an e y e ” . T h is  both frigh ten ed  and 
am used M adam e Je lih o v sk y , w ho rep lied  that she w ould not 
troub le h er so unnecessarily . H . P .B . answ ered  :

“ W hat is there to be a fra id  o f?  A s  if  you had n ever heard 
about apparitions o f doubles. I, that is to say, m y body, w ill be 
q u ietly  asleep in m y bed, and it w ould not even  m atter i f  it w ere 
to  aw ait m y  return  in a  w ak in g  condition— it would be in the 
state  o f a  harm less idiot. A n d  no w onder : G od ’s ligh t w ould be 
absent from  it, fly in g  to y o u ; and then it w ould fly back and once 
m ore the tem ple w ould get illum inated b y  the presence o f the 
D eity . B u t th is, needless to say , only in case the thread betw een 
the tw o w ere not broken. I f  you shriek  like m ad it m ay get 
t o m ; then A m en  to m y ex iste n c e : I should die instantly. . . .



I  h ave w ritten  to you that one d ay  w e had a v isit from  the double 
o f P rofessor M oses. S even  people saw  him . A s  to the Master, 
he is quite com m only seen by p erfect stran gers. Som etim es he 
looks ju st as i f  he w ere a liv in g  m an, as m e rry  as possible. He 
is continually chaffing m e, and I am  p erfectly  used to him  now. 
H e w ill soon take us all to India, and th ere w e shall see him  in 
his body ju st like an ord in ary  person .”

From  N ew  Y o r k :
“ W ell, V era , w hether you b elieve m e or not, som eth ing m irac

ulous is happening to me. Y o u  cannot im agin e in  w hat a charm ed 
w orld o f p iftu res  and visions I live. I am  w ritin g  I s is ;  not w rit
in g, rath er copying out and d raw in g  that which Sh e personally  
show s to me. U pon m y word, som etim es it seem s to m e that 
the ancient G oddess o f B ea u ty  in person leads me through all the 
countries o f past centuries which I h ave  to describe. I sit w ith m y 
eyes open and to all appearances see and h ear ev ery th in g  real and 
aCtual around m e, and yet at the sam e tim e I see and h ear that 
which I w rite. I feel short o f b re a th ; I am  afra id  to m ake the 
sligh test m ovem ent for fear the spell m ight be broken. S lo w ly  cen
tu ry  a fte r  century, im age a fte r  im age, float out o f the distance and 
pass before me as i f  in a m agic panoram a; and m eanw hile I put 
them  togeth er in  m y m ind, fitting in  epochs and dates, and know 
f o r  sure  th at there can be no m istake. R aces and nations, countries 
and cities, which h ave for long d isappeared in the darkness o f the 
prehistoric past, em erge and then vanish, g iv in g  place to oth ers; 
and then I am told the consecutive dates. H oary  an tiqu ity  m akes 
w a y  fo r historical p erio d s; m yth s are exp la in ed  to m e w ith events 
and people who h ave  really  existed, and ev ery  even t which is at 
a ll rem arkable, e v e ry  new ly-turned page o f this m any-colored book 
o f life , im presses itse lf on m y brain  with photographic exactitude. 
M y own reckonings and calculations appear to m e later on as sepa 
rate  colored pieces o f d ifferent shapes in the gam e w hich is called 
casse-tite (p u zz les). I ga th er them  together and try  to m atch 
them  one a fter the other, and at the end there a lw ays com es out 
a geom etrical whole. . . . M ost assuredly it is  not I  who do
it all, but m y E g o , the h igh est principle w hich lives  in m e. A n d  
even this w ith the help of m y  G uru and teacher w ho helps m e 
in everyth in g. I f  I happen to fo rget som ething I h ave  ju st to  
address him, or another o f the sam e kind, in  m y thought, and 
w h at I h ave  forgotten  rises once m ore b efore m y eyes —  som e
tim es w hole tables o f num bers passing b efore m e, lo n g  inven
tories o f events. T h e y  rem em ber everyth in g. T h e y  know



ev eryth in g . W ithout them , from  w hence could I  g a th er m y 
kn o w led ge?”

»

Soon a fte r  the appearance o f Is is  U n veiled  H . P. B. received  
invitations to w rite  in all sorts of new spapers. T h is  g re a tly  
am used her, and she w rote to M adam e Je lih o v sk y :

“ I t ’s lu ck y  fo r m e that I am  not vain , and besides as a m atter 
of fadt I have h ard ly  an y  tim e to w rite  m uch in other peop le ’s 
publications for m oney. . . . O ur w ork is grow in g . I m ust
w ork, m ust w rite  and w rite , provid ed  that I can find publish ers for 
m y w ritings. W ould you b elieve that so long as I w rite  I am  all 
the tim e under the im pression that I w rite  rubbish  and nonsense 
w hich no one w ill ev er be able to understand? T h en  it is 
prin ted  and then the acclam ations begin . People reprin t it, are  in 
ecstasies. I often w on d er: can it be th at th ey  are a ll asses to be 
in  such ecstasies? W ell, i f  I could w rite  in R u ssian  and be 
pra ised  b y  m y own people, then perhaps I should b elieve  that I 
am  a credit to m y ancestors, Counts H ahn H ahn von der Rothen- 
hahn of b lissfu l m em o ry .”

H. P. B. often told h er re latives that she took no auth or’s pride 
in  the w ritin g  o f Is is  U n v e iled ; that she did not know  in the least 
w hat she w as w ritin g  abou t; that she w as ordered to sit down 
and w rite, and that h er on ly m erit lay  in ob eyin g the order. H er 
only fe a r  w as that she would be unable to describe p rop erly  w hat 
w as show n to h er in b eautifu l pidtures. Sh e w rote to h er s ister: 

“ Y o u  do not b elieve  that I tell you G od ’s truth about m y M as
ters. Y o u  consider them  to be m yth ica l; but is it possible that 
it is not c lear to you that I, w ithout th eir help, could not h ave 
w ritten  about ‘ B yron  and g ra v e  m a tte rs ’, as U n cle  R o ster says? 
W hat do we know , you and I, about m etaphysics, ancient philoso
ph ies and relig ions, about psych o logy and various other puzzles? 
D id  w e not learn  together, w ith the on ly difference that you did 
yo u r lessons better? A n d  now look at w h at I am  w ritin g  about, 
and people —  such people too, professors, sc ien tists— read and 
p ra is e ! Open Is is  w h erever you like and decide fo r you rse lf. A s  
to m yse lf I speak  the tru th : M aster n arrates and show s all this 
to m e. B e fo re  m e pass pidtures, ancient m anuscripts, d a tes— all 
I  h ave  to do is  to copy, and I w rite  so ea sily  that it is no labor at 
a ll, b ut the greatest pleasure. ”

( B u t the ancient m anuscripts to which H. P. B . re fe rs  w ere not 
o n ly  seen b y  psychic m eans. H odgson, the g re a t self-exp oser o f



the S .P . R . , d iscovered a  page o f a  m ysterious and ancient m anu
script at A d ya r. T h is  w as proof to him , as it w as w ritten  in 
cyph er, that she w as a  R u ssian  spy. It w as from  a  page o f a 
Sen zar m anuscript, lost b y  H .P .B . and deep ly  lam ented as lo st!)  
In  another letter o f about the sam e date, H .P .B . w rote h er s ister: 

“ Do not believe th a t 'T h e o so p h y  contradicts or, m uch less, 
destroys C hristianity. I t  only destroys the tares, but not the seed 
o f tru th : prejudice, b lasphem ous superstitions, Je su itica l bigotry.
. . . W e respedt m en ’s freedom  o f conscience and th eir sp irit
ual yearn in gs fa r  too m uch to touch re lig ious principles w ith our 
propaganda. E v e ry  hum an b ein g w ho respects h im self and thinks 
has a holy o f holies of his own, fo r  w hich w e Theosophists ask 
respedt. O ur business concerns philosophy, m orals, and science 
alone. W e ask for truth  in e v e ry th in g ; our objedt is the realiza
tion o f the sp iritual perfedtab ility  possible to m a n : the broaden
in g  o f his know ledge, the exerc is in g  o f the pow ers o f his soul, o f 
a ll the psychical sides o f his being. O ur theosophical b roth er
hood m ust strive  a fte r  the ideal o f gen era l brotherhood through
out all h um an ity ; a fte r the establishm ent o f un iversal peace and 
the strengthen ing o f ch arity  and d isin terestedn ess; a fte r  the de
struction o f m aterialism , o f that coarse u nbelief and egotism  w hich 
saps the v ita lity  of our co u n try .”

N  N ovem b er 30th, 1894, I received , from  a source I a lw ays
respedt, this w a rn in g : “ Look  out fo r anonym ous and

bogus ‘ o ccu lt ’ m essages to m em bers o f the Society. B oth  w ill 
be sent, as attem pts at delusion, as burlesques, and fo r other pur
p o ses” . On the second of D ecem ber, at 144 M adison avenue, 
N ew  Y o rk , a N ew  Y o rk  F .T .S .  in  the presence o f M r. A . F u lle r
ton handed m e a packet. A  p late  g iv in g  the w ritten  contents is 
g iven  below.

T h e  m em ber’s nam e is Jo sep h  W. Ganson, a  v e ry  earn est stu
dent. H e said it had fa llen  into his lap  at his Club, the H arvard , 
or seem ed to fa ll out of a  new spaper he held. T h e  on ly other 
person present w as a  friend who declared he had nothing to do 
w ith  it. T h e  packet is o f yellow ish  linen paper, looking quite 
eastern. I t  was addressed “ G an so n ” , and near the address is  “ a 
p le d g e ” . Inside w as also a  h alf o f a  p a lm -leaf south Indian  man
uscript w ith a  flow er in  it.

BOGUS MAHATMA MESSAGES.
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M r. Ganson said he did not know w h ether it w as genuine or 
not, but could not decide and asked m e to tell him. I then said 
that i f  a joke he could take the w ords to heart, i f  he chose, fo r 
w hat w as good in them , but that in three d ays I w ould decide. 
On D ecem ber 5 th I g a v e  him a  signed certificate that the m essage 
is not genuine and had been conco6ted b y  three persons, and that 
all genuine objedtive m essages from  the M asters carried w ith 
them  a pecu liar and definite odor w hich could not be im itated 
and which once identified w ould not be forgotten. T h e  m essage 
w as shown to a larg e  num ber of m em bers at a m eeting, and but 
few  w ere w illin g  to decide fo r or again st it, adm itting non-ability 
sav e  b y  argum ent, inference, and appearance. A p p earan ce is no 
gu id e, because this m essage m ight have been genuine and still 
h ave  the sam e appearance and contents.

IAUIjM lUtH kkb
ikJctl lŝ4hV 
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M r. W . E . Colem an of San  Francisco  is also occupying h im 
se lf  in sending post-cards to m any m em bers in all parts signed 
“ M ah atm a E . ”  with three stars, re fe rrin g  to exposures and scu r
rilo u s attacks. M em bers m ay as w ell know these fadts. I in vite  
a ll to send to m e an y and all m essages, real or pretended, and I 
w ill guarantee to ren der a  decision according to the fadt in each 
case. B ew are  not only o f bogus m essages but also of anonym ous 
com m unications.

W i l l i a m  Q . J u d g e .



OUR OVERWHELMING VIRTUES.
The superior Virtue is not seen as virtue, and 

therefore it is the spirit thereof.
The inferior virtue wears the garment of virtue, 

and therefore it contains not the spirit.
The superior Virtue flows of its own accord.

Tao- Teh-King.

T H E  dan gers o f vice h ave been the subjedl o f m an y w ise d is
courses. Its  horrors have been painted w ith v iv id  realism , 

w h ilst g lorious v irtu e  has been held up b efore the eyes o f men as 
som eth in g to be striven  fo r and, when attained, to be m ost care
fu l ly  preserved.

Y e t  no truth , h ow ever deep ly  true, is final in itself. Seem 
in g  u ltim ates are  but stages in unlim ited progression, and the 
h igh est v irtu e  m an can reach to now w ill van ish  like som e m ist 
b efo re  the sun light o f his sp irit in an age  to com e. B ut the 
fu tu re  is w ith us to-day as a  shadow  w hich ev er recedes as w e 
e v e r  ap p ro ach ; and v irtu e  which is perforce im perfed l m ay en
tom b  us as su re ly  as vice.

V ic e  contains in itse lf its own destroyer. Sep arative , it  qu ick ly  
d isin tegrates. F ew  men think it a  final g o a l : th ey w ill presen tly  
b e  virtuous, when th ey are  old, or in b etter circum stance, or h ave  
n o t to m eet this present and unique tem ptation. V irtu e  is m ore 
tenacious. It  is self-satisfied , and clin gs to one w ho has striven  
fo r  it, fostered  it, and w ho trem bles at the th ought o f its loss. 
H e re  I  speak of that pecu liar v irtu e  w hich is our v e ry  own. W e 
m a y  h ave vices, w e m ay do w rong, but this v irtu e  w e h ave  got 
a n d  n eve r w ill surrender. H as it not consoled us in  m any an 
h o u r o f self-reproach, o f b lam e which w as alm ost deserved? M ore 
con so lin g  has it been to m any than the erro rs o f th eir neighbors.

Y e t  fo r one mom ent consid er: m uch has been said o f polarity, 
o f  the dualism  in nature. T h e  pairs o f opposites h ave been cata
logued  at len g th : ligh t and darkness, heat and cold, m a le  and 
fem a le , h ave been found to coexist. I t  has also  been show n th at 
th ese , though opposite in nam e, are fa r  from  separate in fadt. 
H o w  could ligh t follow  on darkness i f  the darkness had not con
ta in e d  it? H ow  could sw eetness sp rin g  from  that w hich seem ed 
so  b itter if  the the bitterness held on ly itse lf ? E v e n  so the lo fti
e s t  v irtu e  em bosom s a sleep ing sin. “ S i n ” , i f  on ly inasm uch a s  
i t  m ay hinder th at grow th  which is N a tu re ’s aim , b y  our attach 
m e n t to a  lim ita tio n ; b y  our failu re to rise  to the un iversa l through  
lo v e  fo r this so p leasing grace.



It  m ay be Ju stice . W e w ill be id ea lly  ju s t ; w e w ill be im p ar
tial as few , i f  any, h ave ev er dream t o f being. H ow  noble a  v ir 
tue it is, and how safe  a  gu ide? A n  idol fit for the w orship o f a ll 
m en, you  w ill think, and one that w e should bow to with the rest. 
B y  its aid w e can ju d g e  a ll these events— and men, with evenness 
and w ith no fe a r  or favor. W e w ill ca lm ly  sit on the judgm ent- 
seat and w eigh  the evidence, so that no m an shall say  “ H e has 
a  b ia s ” , but all shall adm ire the perfedt Ju stic e  w e exem p lify .

I  say  that the soul does not know  it. T h e  soul is not con
cerned in  th is chopping and balan cin g o f statem ent. I t  does not 
c ry  to its com panions “ L e t  us consider this a lleged  m isdoing by 
the aid o f our united w isd o m ” . T h ough t fo r  the preservation  of 
its own in tegrity  is not allow ed to close the door on this greater 
th ou gh t— A n o th er’s need. F or the soul h as a  m ig h ty  gen erosity  
that flows and sw ells and sw eeps before it an y thought but th is : 
“ H ow  can I help m y b rother who is  now un fortu n ate?”  T h a t 
gen erosity  is not bom  of the em otions; it has forgotten  the m ean
in g  o f tears. I t  sprin gs from  an understanding o f T im e ; from  
lon g  w aitin g  upon that law  w hich is  beyond all Ju stice , since it  
know s not doubt nor an yth in g but unity.

O r it is W ork. Som eone, a fter m any years  o f effort, h as 
overcom e the grosser form  of the natural sloth of m atter. H is  
m ind, his brain , his body, h ave been trained to an sw er to h is  
w ill : ev ery  g ift  is  utilized, e v e ry  m om ent is  turned to account. 
H e  a<5ts, ind ifferent to obstacles, regard less o f consequences—  
striv in g  to serve. T h e  m an confides to h im self he would die i f  
h e could not w ork. B ut there is  a  pride o f action. T h en  i f  fa te  
w hich is g re a ter  than he overtakes him , and he loses the labor h e  
loves, he calls upon death to re lieve  him  of the burden o f life  
since now  he is  useless and h is course is  run.

B u t the soul, h avin g  seen this th ing before, know s better. I t  
know s that the fo r m  o f serv ice is  not counted in the le a s t ; that 
e v e ry  a6t can be a  m ode of one sp irit o f devotion. W hether 
m aim ed, or blind, or tied b y  chains o f duty to a  life  o f seem ing 
pettishness, is  not man still the resting-p lace o f the E tern al?  Is 
th at so little  he dare speak o f uselessness? W ise indeed m ust he 
h ave  suddenly becom e i f  he would im p rove upon the w orking of 
th e  L a w ! F o r  wisdom  in ev ery  age  h as been w ell content to say  
“ T h y  w ill be done, O L o rd  o f D e s t in y !”  W e h ave so little  fa ith : 
w e  m ust se e — and sh o w — som e resu lt of a ll our efforts. Y e t  is 
th ere  n either first nor last in this g re a t reckoning o f life , and to 
hold a pleasure r ig h tly  o r m eet a  pain is as hard a  feat as to turn 
the stream  of a  nation ’s h istory.



W ork can b e overw h elm in g in m ore w ays than one. I have 
read in a H indu book of a  h alf-fledged sage who, b y  his pow er of 
goodness, attem pted to destroy the ch aracter of the grow th  of 
the world. H is goodness w as a  passion, a  passion that craved 
self-im m olation, not fo r  the sake of others but fo r its ow n sake. 
H e had not reached that point of equilibrium  w here there is only 
selflessness, w here both selfishness and unselfishness h ave been 
laid down. In  that state w ron g self-im m olation is not known.

W ant o f equilibrium  is at the root of a ll disease, and even as 
there m ust still be those who, like th is H indu  of old, seek to obtain 
•what they  believe to be good at the expense of righ t, and would 
p u rify  the w orld at the price o f adting as its executioners, so 
th ere are those who crave  for w ork regard less w h eth er it be their 
ow n or that of others. A n oth er’s w ork is usually  m ore pleasing 
than that w hich lies so v e ry  near to us. I t  has a  foreign  flavor 
and prom ises excitem ent. Such do not w ait to ask, “ Is  this m y 
d u ty ? ”  T h e y  are above such slow  consideration. Y e t  how  much 
confusion on all p lanes of bein g they would save th em selves and 
others b y  that m om ent’s p a u se ! B u t this has been said  since the 
beginn ing of things, to be said to the end, and still w e h ave not 
found the M iddle Path , the place of equilibrium . H e who has 
reached it, as one o f N a tu re ’s greatest scholars said, “ adts but 
does not strive , and w ithout striv in g  overcom es ev eryth in g  ” .

T h u s e v e ry  virtu e , as has been said, em bosom s a sleep in g sin, 
and the w ise man bew ares o f it, treatin g  his v irtu e  as a  stage in 
his grad ually-lessen in g  ignorance, not as an aim  and end in itself 
to be w orshipped and glorified . I f  he could lay  aside his calculated 
code of condudt for the m ore generous im pulse o f the soul, he 
would g re a tly  be the gainer. B u t the soul he calls “ h is o w n ” , 
and w ill not th erefore trust it. H e has not learn t to separate  the 
voice of h is desires from  that other voice which speaks to him of 
cold, clean tru th ; and therefore he calculates. H is m orals must 
be n eatly  docketed, read y  fo r  produdtion as re q u ired ; and a l
though a  few  m inutes’ notice is needed at tim es fo r prom pt deliv
e r y — he is  only m ortal.

T h e  Im m ortals are not calculators. T h e y  adt. T h e y  also 
breathe a fte r  th eir fashion, and w ithout failure. A n d  the light 
of the Im m ortals is  the ligh t that ligh teth  e v e ry  man who cometh 
into the world. V e r ily  th ey w ho know it shall go  back to their 
H om e in peace.

C h e - Y e w - T s a n g .



THE REAL REASON.

WH E N  any dodtrine or fadt first presents itse lf before a pub
lic  unacquainted w ith it, it has to m ake its w ay  through 

no little indifferentism , and over-strong obstacles of prejudice, 
ignorance, vested interests, and b igotry. Conservatism  w ill resist 
the intruder, and som e of the m ost pow erful forces in hum an 
nature w ill denounce him as a  reckless d istu rber of settled  faith , 
an  audacious trifler w ith sacred  institutions. E n v y , hatred, m al
ice. and all uncharitableness su rge  up to oppose and overw helm  
him . I f  he conquers a  foothold and establishes h im self as a  p er
m anency, it is because he is too stron g fo r successful opposition 
and because he has found frien d s am ong the m ultitude.

T h e  p rogressin g  trium ph in the W estern hem isphere of b elief 
in the existence o f M asters is a  v e ry  instructive case. W hen the 
dodtrine w as first put in popular form  by M r. Sinnett, it received  
w elcom e from  not a few  readers, but the pub lic at larg e  w as little 
im pressed . A s  T heosophists m ultip lied  and as H . P .-B .’s voice 
sounded over the w orld, the dodtrine becam e better know n and 
began  to arouse antagonism . H er books and the literatu re they 
begot w ere fu ll of re ferences to the dod trine; it w as perceived  an 
in tegra l part o f the R e lig io u s P h ilo so p h y ; no little  teaching w as 
avo w ed ly  from  M asters ; som etim es m essages w ere distindtly pro
claim ed. A s  T heosophists g rew  bolder th ey becam e less re tice n t; 
a  convidtion spread  that it w as M asters ’ w ill that T h e ir  existence 
should  be em phasized; the consequent efforts, together w ith the 
stran gen ess of the dodtrine, forced  the topic to the fore-front in 
T h eosophic w ritings. A n d  this has been helped b y  occasional 
com m unications vouchsafed to individual T heosophists and used 
fittin g ly  b y  them  for general or p articu lar edification.

O f course this g ro w in g  pub licity  has alarm ed the orthodox in 
C hurch  and Science, and the fam ilia r  battle  is in full rage . R id i
cule is n atu rally  the m ost frequ en t weapon, reason b ein g less 
ava ilab le , and the H im alayas and T ib e t and astral bodies h ave 
rece ived  from  com ic editors an attention w hich th ey n ever had 
w hen geograph ies and physio logies had no im petus from  T h eoso
p h y. N ot m uch can be attem pted b y  argum ent, especia lly  since 
H u x le y  proclaim ed it flim sy, but it is easy  to sm ile w ith com pla
cent self-satisfadtion or to joke at a stra l te legraph s and M ahatm ic 
in fa llib ility . B u t behind all this one can see the real alarm  in 
con servative  circles, fo r if  b e lie f in M asters together w ith its



consequents establishes itse lf securely, a  v e ry  different id eal and 
a  v e ry  different m ethod w ill displace those so dear to T h eology.

C erta in ly  there is am ple reason for this alarm . Most m em bers 
in the sw ellin g  ranks o f the Theosophical Society, free  as they 
are in respedt to this as a ll other dodtrines, do in fadl hold it, and 
T h eosoph y itse lf is  so coloring the thought o f the age  that minds 
everyw h ere  are becom ing tinged. M oreover, there are  indica
tions that M asters T h em se lves feel the tim e propitious for larger 
adtion, and that T h e y  are behind not on ly the T .S .  but som e of 
its operations. A n d  it m ay even be said that occasional pupils, 
u tterly  unsuspected heretofore, are  now q u ietly  revea lin g  them 
selves on fitting occasions and fo r  authorized purposes, starting 
certain influences which h ave resu lts on private  m em bers and the 
agencies th ey are w orking. A s  these in crease— and the public is 
now sensing that th ey w ill —  there w ill be reason to foresee a still 
g re a ter  sw eep of A d ep t influence over the world.

Theosophic observers are deeply interested in all this, and one 
part of th eir observation is into the m otives which e x c ite  such 
h ostility  to the dodtrine of M asters. A ll  the ord in ary  ones are 
v e ry  obvious,— dislike to n ovelty, fear o f consequences, incom 
patib ility  w ith ex istin g  convidtions, prejudice again st E astern  
beliefs, jealou sy  of h igh er beings, a m aterialistic bias, dread of 
ridicule, and m any another force which sprin gs in stantly  to its 
feet when u nfam iliar sounds are heard. B ut these do not seem 
en tire ly  to m eet the case, for there is often a resentm ent, even a 
m align ity , which does not exh ib it itse lf over K arm a, or R e in ca r
nation, or the S even  Princip les, or D evachan. W h y should men 
becom e v e xe d  about M asters w h ile tolerant of A n gels , and grow  
b itter against an unseen M an though benignant to an unseen 
Spirit? A n d  w h y, above all, should an y such feelin g  d isp lay  itself 
in a Theosophist, one who m ay be supposed to concede the doc
trine, even  i f  not to w elcom e it ?

In  the case o f such a Theosophist, and cases h ave undoubtedly 
occurred, fo r both in p rivate  letters and in public prin ts have 
appeared sentences rath er a n g rily  opposing the assertions of 
others that M asters ex ist and h ave actu ally  com m unicated with 
w orkers, there m ust be som e deeper reason than a  latent unbelief 
or an opposition to public use of the dodtrine. A s  w e probe 
down, b rin g in g  each possible m otive to the surface and finding 
it inadequate, can w e stop short of this concealed, m ost probably 
unconscious, one,— that he h im s e lf  has never received  a  messaged 
C erta in ly  th is explanation w ould be in d ign an tly  repu d iated ; and 
yet as w e exam ine the conditions o f the case is  not it the only



satisfactory  solution ? F o r  observe : such a  Theosophist does not 
deny the possib ility  of M asters ; he does not contest the continu
ity  of the record of the historic belief, or its present potency in 
m any sedtions of the w orld , or its va lu e in the Theosophic 
sch em e; he does not insist that T h e ir  present adtion is im possible, 
or that there can be no satisfactory  evidence of its output, or that 
testim ony from  a  qu arter like H .P .B . can be discredited. H e 
w ould not even say  that no p riv ate  individual could be the rec ip 
ient of a  dem onstration, and that an y  assertion of such m ust 
in evitab ly  be false. A n d  yet w hen a  concrete case occurs, w hen 
reputab le persons affirm  them selves to h ave seen a  M aster, or to 
h ave h eard  H is w ords, or to h ave received  from  H im  in an y w ay 
a  m essage, there is an instant u prisin g of protest, of denial, of 
an g ry  contem pt. Is  there an y  possible w ay  of accounting for 
th is save  as jealou sy , the w ork ing of resentm ent at the uncom 
fortab le  thought that another has been preferred?

T h is  v iew  is corroborated by two fadts. One is  that the ob- 
jedtors in private or in public are  in variab ly  those who h ave not 
been thus favored, and who are also o f the indolent, the luke
w arm , the critical in Theosophical a ffairs. A s  one runs over the 
list of T h eosophists who h ave thus resented the asserted ex p e ri
ences of others, th ey are at once recognized as am ong the lig h t
w e igh ts  in the Society, exadtly  those who would h ave no claim  to 
h elp , and exadtly  those, therefore, whom  one would expedt not to 
receive  it. T h e  other fadt is that denial is  n ever heard from  
those who them selves know. I f  a m an h as ev er been the recip i
en t of proof that M asters exist, he is fo rever secure in h is own 
b elie f, and he is also g lad  to avow  that a  p riv ilege  which has been 
gran ted  to him  is  fa r  m ore probable in the case of those m ore 
w orth y. N o read ier concession to the likelihood of w idespread 
h elp  from  M asters can be found than from  him who has h im self 
received  th at help.

A n d  so, as w e scan the problem  of b itter denial, w e find its 
o n ly  satisfadtory solution in that pettiness o f self-love , that la 
m entab le littleness of van ity, w hich T h eosophy itse lf so deplores 
and discountenances. A  m an does not like to adm it as possible 
to another w hat he has not m et h im self and know s he cannot 
claim . It  is so lacing to w ounded pride to deny the re a lity  of a 
tribu te elsew here. A n d  the wound to the pride m akes the denial 
b itter.

T ru e  pride w ould re fu se to allow  the soul to exp ress, even to 
feel, chagrin  at another’s honor. T ru e  d ign ity  w ould re jo ice if 
the race produces better fru its than oneself. T ru e  philanthropy



w ould beam  over happiness accruing to any fellow -w orker. A nd 
true Theosophy w ould take courage as it found an y additional ev i
dence that M asters are a lert for the com mon Cause, and eager to 
aid T h e ir  servan ts in a  service which by that aid shall the sooner 
trium ph. A l e x a n d e r  F u l l e r t o n .

CONVERSATIONS ON OCCULTISM.

Student .— A re  there any ru les, b inding on all, in w hite m agic 
or good occultism ? I m ean ru les sim ilar to the ten com 

m andm ents of the C hristians, or the ru les for the protection of 
life , lib erty , and property  recognized b y hum an law .

S a g e .— T h ere  are  such ru les of the most strin gen t character, 
the b reak in g  o f which is n ever w iped out save b y  expiation. 
T h ose ru les are  not m ade up b y  som e brain or m ind, but flow 
from  the law s o f nature, o f m ind, and of soul. H ence th ey are 
im possible o f nullification. One m ay break  them  and seem  to 
escape for a  whole life  or fo r m ore than a  l i f e ; but the v e ry  break
in g  o f them  sets in motion at once other causes which begin to 
m ake effedts, and m ost u n errin gly  those effedts at last reaCt on the 
violator. K a rm a  here adts as it does elsew here, and becom es a 
N em esis who, though som etim es slow , is  fate  itse lf in  its  certainty.

S tu d en t .—  It  is not, then, the case that w hen an occultist v io
lates a  ru le  som e other adept or agent starts out lik e  a detedtive 
or policem an and b rin gs the cu lprit to ju stice  at a b ar o r tribunal 
such as w e som etim es read of in the im agin ative w orks o f m ysti
cal w riters or novelists?

Sage. —  N o, there is no such pursuit. On the contrary, all the 
fellow -adepts or students are but too w illin g  to aid the offender, 
not in escaping punishm ent, but in sincerely  try in g  to set coun
teractin g  causes in motion for the good of all. F o r the sin o f 
one reaCts on the w hole hum an fam ily . I f, h ow ever, the culprit 
does not w ish to do the am ount of counteracting good, he is  
m erely  left alone to the law  o f nature, which is  in fadt that of his 
own inner life  from  w hich there can be no escape. In  L y tto n ’s  
novel, Zanoni, you w ill notice the g ra ve  M aster, M ejnour, try in g  
to aid Zanoni, even  at the tim e when the latter w as fa llin g  slow ly  
but su rely  into the m eshes tw isted b y  h im self that ended in h is 
destruction. M ejnour knew  the law  and so did Zanoni. T h e  
la tte r w as su fferin g from  som e form er e rro r which he had to w ork 
o u t ; the form er, if h im self too stern and unkind, w ould la ter on



com e to the appropriate g r ie f  fo r such a  m istake. B u t m ean
w hile he w as bound to help  his friend, as are a ll those who re a lly  
believe in brotherhood.

Stu d en t .— W hat one o f those ru les in an y w a y  corresponds to 
“  T h ou  shalt not steal ’ ’ ?

S a g e .— T h a t one which w as long ago  expressed  b y  the ancient 
sage in the words, ‘ ‘ D o not covet the w ealth  of an y  creature 
T h is  is b etter than “ T h ou  shalt not s te a l” , fo r you  cannot steal 
unless you covet. I f  you steal fo r  h un ger you m ay be forgiven , 
but you coveted the food for a  purpose, ju st as another covets 
m ere ly  for the sake of possession. T h e  w ealth  of others includes 
all their possessions, and does not m ean m ere m oney alone. T h e ir  
ideas, th eir p rivate  thoughts, th eir m ental forces, pow ers, and 
faculties, th eir psychic pow ers —  all, indeed, on a ll p lanes that 
th ey own or have. W hile th ey in that realm  are w illin g  to g iv e  
it a ll aw ay, it m ust not be coveted  b y  another.

Y o u  h ave no right, therefore, to enter into the m ind of an
other who has not g iven  the perm ission and take from  him  what 
is  not yours. Y o u  becom e a  b u rg la r  on the m ental and psychic 
plane w hen you  b reak  this ru le. Y o u  are forbidden tak ing an y
th in g for personal gain , profit, ad van tage, or use. B ut you m ay 
take w hat is fo r gen era l good, if  you  are fa r  enough advanced 
and good enough to be able to extricate  the personal elem ent 
from  it. T h is  ru le would, you  can see, cut off a ll those who are 
w ell known to ev ery  observer, who w ant psychic pow ers for th em 
se lves and their own uses. I f  such persons had those pow ers 
o f inner sigh t and h earin g th at th ey so m uch w ant, no pow er 
could p reven t them  from  com m itting th eft on the unseen planes 
w h erever th ey m et a  nature that w as not protected. A n d  as m ost 
o f us are  v e ry  fa r  from  perfect, so far, indeed, that w e m ust w ork 
fo r m any lives, yet the M asters of W isdom  do not aid our defect
iv e  natures in  the gettin g  of w eapons that w ould cut our own 
hands. F o r the law  a<5l s  im p lacably , and the breaches m ade 
w ould find th eir end and resu lt in long a fte r years. T h e  B la ck  
L o d ge , h ow ever, is  v e ry  w illin g  to let an y poor, w eak, or sinful 
m ortal ge t such pow er, because that w ould sw ell the num ber of 
v ic tim s th ey so m uch require.

S tu d en t .— Is th ere an y ru le corresponding to “ T h ou  shalt not 
b ear fa lse  w itn e ss” ?

S a g e .— Y e s ;  the one which req u ires you n ever to in ject into 
the brain  of another a  fa lse  or untrue thought. A s  w e can pro
je c t  our thoughts to another’s m ind, w e m ust not throw  untrue 
ones to another. It  com es before him , and he, overcom e b y  its



strength  perhaps, finds it  echoing in him , and it is a fa lse  witness 
sp eakin g fa lse ly  within, confusing and confounding the inner spec
tator who lives  on thought.

Student. —  H ow  can one preven t the n atural adtion of the 
m ind w hen pictures o f the p rivate  lives  of others rise before one?

S a g e .— T h a t is d ifficult fo r the run of men. H ence the mass 
h ave not the pow er in g e n era l; it is kept back as m uch as possi
ble. B u t w hen the trained soul looks about in the realm  of soul 
it is also  able to diredt its sigh t, and w hen it finds risin g  up a 
pidture o f w hat it should not vo lu n tarily  take, it tu rn s its face 
aw ay. A  w arn in g com es w ith a ll such pidtures which m ust be 
obeyed. T h is  is not a  rare  ru le  or piece of inform ation, fo r  there 
a re  m any natural c la irvoyants who know it v e ry  w ell, though 
m any of them do not think that others h ave the sam e know ledge.

Stu d en t .— W hat do you m ean by a  w arn in g  com ing w ith the 
pidture?

S a g e .— In  this realm  the sligh test thought becom es a  voice or a 
pidture. A ll thoughts m ake pidtures. E v e r y  person has h is p ri
vate thoughts and desires. A round these he m akes also a  pidture 
o f his w ish fo r p rivacy, and that to the cla irvoyant becom es a 
voice or pidture of w arn in g which seem s to say  it m ust be let 
alone. W ith som e it m ay assum e the form  of a  person who says 
not to approach, w ith others it w ill be a voice, w ith still others a 
sim ple but certain  know ledge that the m atter is sacred. A ll  these 
varieties depend on the psychological id iosyncrasies of the seer.

S tu d en t.— W hat kind of thought or know ledge is  excepted 
from  these rules?

S a g e .— G eneral, and philosophical, re lig ious, and m oral. T h at 
is to say, there is no law  o f copyright or patent w hich is p u rely  
hum an in invention and belongs to the com petitive system . W hen 
a  man thinks out tru ly  a  philosophical problem  it is not his under 
the law s of n a tu re ; it belongs to a l l ; he is not in this realm  enti
tled to an y  g lo ry , to an y profit, to an y  p rivate  use in it. H ence 
the seer m ay take as m uch of it as he pleases, but m ust on his 
p art not claim  it or use it for h im self. S im ila rly  with other gen 
era lly  beneficial m atters. T h e y  are for all. I f  a Spen cer thinks 
out a  long series of w ise th ings good for a ll men, the seer can 
take them  all. Indeed, but few  th inkers do an y orig inal thinking. 
T h e y  pride th em selves on doing so, but in fadt th eir seeking 
m inds go out a ll over the w orld of m ind and take from  those of 
slow er m ovem ent w hat is good and true, and then m ake them  
th eir own, som etim es ga in in g  g lory , som etim es m oney, and in  
th is a g e  c la im ing all as theirs and profiting by it.



THE OLD W ISDOM -RELIGION .1

A L L  read ers o f T .S .  literatu re  are aw are that the term s T h e 
osophy, Secret Dodtrine, and W isdom -Religion  are g e n 

e ra lly  used as synonym ous. W hile such use of these term s is 
perm issib le, and w h ile each of these term s m ay be m ade to con
ve y  the fu ll m eaning of the others, perhaps the real m eaning of 
a ll the term s can best be shown b y  an objedt-lesson in the W isdom- 
R elig ion . T h e  m ost perm anent em bodim ent and the m ost acces- 
ible form  of the S ecret Dodtrine has a lw ays been in the form  o f 
relig ion , the outer form s serv in g  only as a ve il to the deeper 
m eaning which w as a lw ays represented  b y  sym bols, g lyph ics, 
a llegories, and parables. T h e  sublim est truths w ere ev er re g a rd 
ed as a d ivine revelation  to m an, and therefore form ed the basis 
o f devotion and g a ve  the form s of relig iou s w orship. T h e  deeper 
m ysteries com pletely  coordinated the three departm ents of hum an 
adtion in the search a fte r  truth, v iz . : R e lig io n , Philosophy, and 
Science, so that there w as perfedt agreem ent betw een them. 
Science had no m issing-links, Philosophy no false sy llogism s or 
irreconcilab le paradoxes, and R elig io n  w as en tire ly  divorced from  
superstition and b lin d 'cred u lity  or unreasoning dogm atism . T h at 
a ll such statem ents w ill be a n g rily  denied w e are quite w ell aw are, 
and I  am  as little  anxious that the gen eral statem ents herein 
m ade and illustrated  by the d iagram  shall be believed. M y only 
desire is that th ey  shall be understood, and so fa r  apprehended 
th at the read er m ay be enabled to p reserve  the pidture in the 
m ind for future reference. T h e y  who do th is need n ever con
found the S ecret Dodtrine w ith the outer g a rb  or the degenerate 
fo rm  of an y re lig ion  known to the w orld to-day.

T h e  diagram  is not m eant to be h istorically  or chronologically  
exadt, though philosophically it is, I  believe, true and exadt as to 
re lations and sequence. It  m ay be read  from  below upw ard, 
tra c in g  our inheritance b ackw ard  beyond w ritten  h istory, or it m ay 
be read in the reverse  order. I  p re fe r the la tte r method.

L e t  us, then, assum e that there existed  in the rem ote past a 
W isdom -R eligion  em anating from  the “ E ld e r  B ro th e rs”  of the 
hum an race w ho constituted a L o d g e  of A d e p t s ; whose office it 
w as to preserve  and transm it to la ter generations the accum u
la te d  wisdom  of all p revious hum anities. T h is  W isdom -R eligion  
w as a com plete coordination of the R e lig io u s, the Scientific, and

1 Substance of a  lecture delivered at A pril Convention of 1894.



th e  Philosophical elem ents in hum an know ledge. It is  therefore 
represented by a circle d ivided equ ally  into three parts, with the 
L o d ge  in the center as a .n u cleu s. T h e  earliest em bodim ent of 
th is ancient wisdom  w as in the V ed a s  of old India. From  the 
V ed as and U panishads sp ran g  ancient Brahm anism  and later 
Buddhism , both of which p reserved  the three-fold  division of 
relig ion , philosophy, and science. N e x t in order of im portance 
cam e the re lig ion s of C haldea and E g y p t, each again  p reservin g 
the three-fo ld  form . E ach  of these had its organized M ysteries, 
in w hich the philosophical and scientific dodtrines w ere preserved  
and taugh t to neophytes, w ith which the outer re lig ious form s 
taugh t to the m asses w ere o rig in ally  in perfedt harm ony. N ext 
cam e the religions of P ersia  and C hina, em anating from  Zoroas
ter, Confucius, and Laotse, still show ing the three-fo ld  form , and 
follow ed b y  the philosophy of P yth ago ras and P lato , and then 
again  becom ing em bodied in the K ab a lah  w ith w hich the P en ta
teuch and the “ O ral T e a c h in g s ”  (a fterw a rd s the T a lm u d ) con
stituted the Je w ish  R elig io n . R ep u d iatin g  later Ju d a ism , with 
its cerem onies, bloody sacrifices, and traditions, and in  keeping 
with the w arn ings and anathem as of the Prophets, the religion 
taught by  J  esus em bodied the m ore diredt wisdom  of the K aballa , 
the philosophy of P lato  (the dodtrine o f the L o g o s) , and the doc
trines of the E ssen es and Gnostics. T h u s w as shown a  diredt 
descent from  the old W isdom -R eligion , though g iv in g  prom inence 
to the re lig ious and ethical rath er than to the scientific and philo
sophical elem ents. N oth ing is easier than to trace th is inh erit
ance b y  tradition and glyph ic. In  C hristian ity  under Constantine 
and E u seb ius dogm a and the sw ord established the reign  of ec- 
clesiasticism , superseded the religion  of Je su s , and prepared  the 
w ay  fo r the dark  ages. T h e  relig ion  of M ahom m ed, though a 
re lig ion  of conquest and blood, still through its Sufis p reserved 
at least the traditions of a  S ecret Dodtrine, w h ile m odern F ree  
M asonry, coordinating the sym bols from  m any sources ( la rg e ly  
K a b a lis t ic ), has transm itted to m odem  tim es the science and ph il
osophy once em bodied in the W isdom -R eligion , though it has 
fa iled  to recover the K e y  to the lost secret. C om ing at last to 
the sedts into w hich C h ristian ity  is  to-day divided, ignorant theo
logical speculations h ave failed en tire ly  to discern the synthesis of 
the W isdom -R eligion , and w h ile m akin g a  fetich  of the nam e of 
Je su s  h ave preserved  on ly the ethics he taught, and so divorced 
his D iv in ity  from  his H um anity and becam e an easy  p rey  to the 
m aterialism  o f m odern science. R e lig io n  is the d ivinest p art o f 
the ancient three-fo ld  wisdom , because it is through  re lig ion  th at
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truth alone reaches the toiling, sorrow in g m asses of hum an
ity . C hrist 4 n ew  and taught the W isdom -R eligion , but C h ris
tian ity  to-day w ith iron clad s and standing arm ies is m ore an 
h e ir of Constantine than of C h rist . O ther and older relig ions 
are la rg e ly  ethnic, and C h ristian ity  m ight in d eed  becom e in the 
tru est sense catholic if  it w ould go  back to CfrriBt I t  is now 
slow ly  but su re ly  b ein g  underm ined b y  m odern m aterialism . I t  
m ight find in T h eosophy a  m igh ty  a lly  that w ould enable it to 
d e fy  m aterialism  and convert the w orld , but it  is too proud and 
creed-bound to do that, and so K a rm a  aw aits it.

J . D . B u c k .

MR. G R E E R ’S EMANCIPATION.

MR . B en jam in  G reer sat alone in his cham ber at 1 1  o’clock one 
sum m er evening. F o r som e tim e back he had been in ter

ested in  the occult side o f N atu re and in the m atter of spiritual 
philosophy, and had betaken h im self to the perusal o f O riental 
w orks thereon, In d ia  being supposed b y  m ost of his Theosophical 
friends the m ain fountain of soul-truth fo r the hum an fam ily. 
From  these he had learned the great recipe for spiritual evolution, 
or, rather, fo r em ancipation from  those terrestria l reb irth s which 
otherw ise are sure to affiidt the asp irin g  soul. T h a t recipe w as 
contem plation of the navel. I t  is true that contem plation o f the 
end o f the nose is eq u ally  efficacious, P arad ise— so to sp ea k —  
bein g accessible n asa lly  as w ell as abdom inally, but the latter pro
cess is apt to induce a squint, and is anyhow  attended w ith m uch 
discom fort. Mr. G reer therefore adopted the form er, especially  
as it w as sustained by the great m ass o f Indian authorities. A fte r  
som e research  in m edical w orks and cautious questioning am ong 
professional friends, he had ascertained the exadt spot to which 
his gaze should be diredted, but as in spiritual m atters precision is 
im p erative, and as an unhappy corpulence m ade the ex istin g  e x 
panse som ew hat m isleading, he had affixed  to the spot in question 
a sm all disk of black courtp laster, so tenacious of hold as to defy  
accident or baths. T h ere  w as one other d ifficu lty,— the rotundity 
of his person precluded diredt concentration upon the spot, but 
this he had met b y  s ittin g  in front of a m irro r and fasten in g his 
gaze on the refledted disk. A rran g em en ts fo r his n igh tly  pradtice 
had been facilitated on this occasion b y  the g re a t w arm th  of the 
season and b y  the necessity  of p rep arin g  for his couch.



H a rd ly  had M r. G re e r  taken a  favorab le  position and brought 
the courtp laster w ell in v iew , w hen a  fly a ligh ted  on h is shoulder. 
W ithout d ivertin g  h is eyes from  the disk he g a ve  enough of a 
tw itch to a la rm  the fly, which, how ever, alm ost instantly  returned 
and settled this tim e w ithin an inch o f the disk itself. “ Damn 
that f l y ! ” , e jacu lated  M r. G re er, recu rrin g  instindlively  to an ex 
pression of w hat the R e v . C ream  C heese would call h is “ carnal 
d a y s ’.’, and incautiously looking a w ay  to see if  the accom panying 
slap w as w ell aim ed. I t  w a s ; but the charm  w as m om entarily 
broken, not only by the defledlion o f gaze but by  the m urder of 
an insedl, w hich, as the best B uddhists agree, is equally  fata l to 
sp iritual em ancipation. T h is  w as a  little  disheartening, but Mr. 
G reer resolutely  turned again  to his reflected navel and stared 
intently  at that center of ultim ate enlightenm ent. Sud d en ly  there 
occurred to him  the question as to w hat m ust be the fate  o f beings 
w ithout navels, and this raised  speculation as to pre-histori.c crea
tures, w ith a  consequent thought of M r. B arin g-G ou ld ’s illu stra 
tions. B ut B arin g-G ou ld  w as not a  Theosophist, an y  m ore than 
M ichael A n g e lo  in the S istine Chapel G ehenna. I ta ly  w as all 
v e ry  w ell fo r A rt , but, as his cousin ’s letter of that m orning had 
said, th ere w as no such com fort an yw h ere as could be found in 
A m erica . T ru e , the governm ent w as bad, but w hat could you 
expedl w hen ev ery  lo afer and ragam uffin  had a  vote? A n d  now 
the w om en w ere clam oring fo r the su ffrage, and a  p leasant life  he 
w ould h ave  if  h is land lad y took to the prim aries and served  poli
tics along w ith b re a k fa st ! B etter that, h ow ever, than babies. He 
w ould tolerate no squ allin g in the house. W hat would becom e of 
his concentration i f — alas, w hat had  becom e o f it? M r. G reer 
w as brought up b y a  round turn to perception that concatenated 
thoughts had draw n him  far from  that pathw ay to illum ination 
w h ereof the courtplaster was as a portal. S tran g e  that such diffi
culties should beset the p ilg rim ! It  w ould alm ost seem  that B lack 
M agicians w ere responsible.

Fo iled  fo r the evening, M r. G reer bethought h im self o f litera
ture and turned for edification to the Apollyon fo r Odlober, 1894. 
B efore  read in g fa r  he encountered this p aragraph  : “ T h e  only
child of the celibate m ocks his eld er brother w ith the reaw aken
in g  o f forges, but the s ix ty-seven th  am ong the diam ond eggs 
w arb les m en acin gly  over its ‘ inner n ed lar ’. T h u s the cosm ic sis
ter-in-law  attains ” . U n ab le to in terpret this m ysterious teaching, 
he m ade the sligh t change of costum e le ft possible a fte r his season 
of contem plation, and sought an unblessed repose.

It  w as with a fee lin g  rather of irritation  than o f discourage



m ent that Mr. G re er started the n ext m orning fo r h is office. T ru e , 
h is attem pts at contem plation did not a lw ays end so ignom iniously 
as had the latest, but th ey certa in ly  had not as yet developed any 
palp able change in h is in terior being, and w hile it  w as possible 
that the locality  fo r the courtplaster had been in accurate ly  deter
m ined, a  fa in t suspicion arose that sp iritu al studies m igh t perhaps 
h ave lo ftier topics than the anatom ical center prescribed in Indian 
treatises. M r. G re er w as a  sincere m an, v e ry  kind-hearted, re a lly  
desirous of lig h t on duty, not w ith a  quick sense of absurd ity, but 
w ith convidtions and aspirations, a  genuine, i f  obscured, sense of 
realities. H e had done m any a  generous adt in h is career, and if  
through lack  of the facu lty  of hum or he had taken too seriously  
O riental prescriptions, it m igh t v e ry  w ell be that K a rm a  would 
ordain h is rescue through his charities.

F illed  w ith reflections upon the slow progress o f em ancipation 
through the process heretofore pursued, Mr. G re er w ent som e
w h at le isu re ly  a lon g the su n lit street, abstracted ly  gaz in g  at the 
shops. A s  he passed the w indow  of a paw nbroker, an arm  in 
sh irt-sleves sudd enly pushed aside a  little  curtain  and deposited 
ju st  behind the g lass  a  sh in ing object o f m etal. A ttracted  b y its 
g lit te r  he stopped to exam ine it, and perceived  it to be an E a st  
Indian  ornam ent, rath er curiously  and ingen iously w rought. A t  
th is m om ent a  shadow fe ll o ver the pane, and looking up he found 
a  m an em erg in g  from  the door. H e w as un m istakeab ly  a H indu, 
h is  poor cloth ing w as m ain ly  native, and a  saddened expression  on 
the dark  face show ed that he w as the n eedy one who had ju st 
paw ned the object in the window. T h e  w hole o f M r. G re e r ’s 
O ccult crav in g s su rged  up at the spectacle o f this O riental. One 
o f the chosen people, undoubtedly a depository o f racia l p riv ileges 
and wisdom , possib ly  a  B rah m an, a  sage, a sp iritual guide, able 
to prescrib e kn ow in g ly  the v e ry  exercises which in h is own case 
w e re  so im p erilled  by flies and precarious anatom y and terrestria l 
th o u g h ts ! F u ll o f a  m ig h ty  purpose, M r. G reer reso lved  to ac
cost this ex ile  and solicit the W isdom  o f the E ast. B u t before he 
w a s w ell under w ay  the slim  H indu w as lost in the throng, and 
a ga in  he had to lam ent that embonpoint w hich had a lread y  been his 
sp iritu a l bane and w as once m ore im p eding his course.

T h is  new elem ent o f vexation  still fu rth er slow ed his steps, 
and he had not gone h a lf a dozen blocks w hen a sm all group 
b efo re  a door-step attracted  h is attention. T h e y  w ere starin g  
irre so lu te ly  at a  man who had ev id en tly  sunk from  weakness. In  
a  m om ent Mr. G re e r  recognized the g a rb  and the face o f the late 
custom er at the pawn-shop. A ll  thought o f his previou s purpose



vanished before p u re ly  hum an need, and w ith k in d ly  in terest he 
spoke to the w anderer, found that he understood E n g lish , sent 
a boy for a  cab, and carried  him off from  the curious crow d to 
h is own lodgings. T h en  provid in g  for his refreshm ent and rest, 
and te llin g  him  to rem ain till the even ing, Mr. G reer departed 
once m ore for his office. W hat w as to be done for th is sufferer, 
— such w as the burden of h is .thought. H e w orked out all the 
necessities o f clim ate, habit, and costum e, considered the possi
b ilities o f occupation and o f support till it w as obtained, per
ceived  that only d ire em ergen cy  had caused p artin g  from  an 
ev id en tly  treasured possession, and resolved to redeem  it b y  pro
curing from  his guest the ticket. A  whole finished plan was 
elaborated in h is m ind b y the tim e that even in g brought him 
back to his home.

T h en  cam e an in terv iew  which was v e ry  d ifferent from  the 
one he had depicted b y  the paw n-shop. T h e  m an was, as he had 
supposed, in w ant, and M r. G re e r ’s kind sym pathy dispersed his 
national d istrust and opened his heart. R ested  and refreshed , he 
told his story. H e w as an educated Buddhist, fam iliar also with 
Brahm inical w orks, h im self a  m odest asp irant for in terior illum in 
ation, but now in g re a t need o f help  to secure occupation or, i f  
possible, return  to h is own land. M r. G reer described the plan 
he had elaborated, and in the m utual confidences th is produced 
n arrated  his occult read in g  and h is attem pts at O riental p rescrip 
tions. T h e  H indu did not sm ile ; the national ch aracter does not 
include a sense erf h u m o r ; but he g ra v e ly  expla ined th at u n i
versal tendency to seek th in gs of sp irit through th ings o f m atter 
w hich m akes the E astern  look fo r regeneration  in gaz in g  fixed ly  
at h is abdom en and the W estern in h av in g  a  priest pour w ater 
o ver h is head. “ Som e o f m y cou n trym en ” , said he, “ w orsh ip  
V ish nu  in an im age, and som e o f yours w orsh ip  the A lm ig h ty  in  
a w afer. B etw een  a  god m ade o f stone and a god m ade o f b read  
there is  no difference. T h e  E tern a l S p irit  is in  e v e ry  m an, to b e 
sought and found in his own soul, not in cerem onies or bodily  
anointings or external pradlices o f an y  kind. I  thought that y o u r  
Scrip tu res said this. ”

M r. G reer was not stron g in B ib lica l lore and said as m uch, 
adding that he had been led to b elieve that the truth w as to b e 
sought in Indian w ritin gs ; “ the Sun  rises in the E a s t ” .

“ T r u e ” , replied the O riental, “ but it does not stay  there. I t  
m oves im p artia lly  over the heavens. T h e re  is as m uch lig h t in  
the afternoon as in the m orning, but it com es from  the W est.”

M r. G reer was am azed. “ T h en  you do not approve o f m y fo l



low in g  the V ed as and the Sh astras and w hat w e are told o f the 
w ay  to em ancipation ? ”

“ I approve o f your tak ing truth from  ev ery  quarter. B ut 
then it m ust be T ru th . It  w ill do you no good to accept fab les 
and tancies instead of reasonable teachings of sp iritual things. 
Y o u  are to find G od within, and to serv e  H im  in you r life  each 
d a y .”

“ A n d  not to pradtice co n cen tra tio n ?” , asked M r. G reer.
“ W hat did you do to-day w hen you planned out m y r e lie f? ” , 

rep lied  the H indu.
“ I put m y m ind to it and forgot ev ery th in g  else till I had 

w orked out the w hole th in g .”
“  E x a c t ly  ” , re jo ined the O riental. “ T h a t was concentration. 

Y o u  dropped from  you r m ind a ll but w hat you w ere w ork ing at. 
W h y did you do th is ? ” -

“ Because I w anted to help  y o u .”
“ Ju s t  so. Y o u  w ere so intent on an adt of ch arity  that you 

fo rg o t yo u rse lf and you r business and all else. Y o u  w ere prac
tic in g  concentration, and w ere doin g it in the best w ay and for 
th e best p u rp oses.”

Mr. G re er could h ard ly  b elieve his ears. T h is  indeed w as a 
n ew  dodtrine, not at a ll w hat he had understood by Y o ga .

T h e H indu continued. “ Do not concern yo u rse lf w ith your 
bo d y except to keep it pure and healthy. I f  you wish to under
stan d  sp iritual th ings, think of them  and let the in d w ellin g  God 
disclose H im self to your soul. B anish  thoughts which hinder 
that, and gra d u a lly  the ligh t w ill shine through you. B e  kind to 
oth ers as you h ave been kind to me. Do you feel happier this 
ev en in g  than w hen you saw  me at the p aw n broker’s ? ”

M r. G re er adm itted that he did. Som e of the ligh t w as a l
re ad y  breaking.

“ V e ry  w ell. Y o u  h ave the key to sp iritual evolution ,— C h ar
ity  and D evotion. I cannot tell you b etter than this. B ut even 
th is you h ave learned because you brought me to you r house in 
k indness. Y o u  say  you b elieve in K a rm a . H ere  is a case of it. 
A n d  do you know w h y you fe lt the wish to be kind ? Because 
y o u  had form ed the habit w hen on earth  before. O ur B uddha 
te lls  us how  lives o f such kindness w ill b rin g  us to em ancipation. 
B u t  it w ill not be through  contem plating you r n a v e l.”

T h at n ight, before M r. G re er retired , he rem oved the court
p laste r.

A l e x a n d e r  F u l l e r t o n .



TO the m any who hitherto sent m e protests against the circu
la r  here re ferred  to I would say  that the tim e had not then 

com e fo r publish ing them , and the fo llow in g w ill fu lly  represent 
the view s of the m ajo rity  of the thousands I am acquainted with.

W. Q. J .

“ OCCULTISM  AND TRUTH.”
T o  t h e  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  P a t h : — A n article u nder the above h eading  having 

appeared in L u c ife r  for S eptem ber an d  being also reprin ted  in the Septem ber 

P a t h ,  and deem ing it in point of fact, though perhaps not by intention, both 

a  breach of good faith  and an im peachm ent of the m oral standards of every 

m em ber of the T .S . save the “ sev en ” who signed it, I  w rote a general pro

te s t to th a t effect and sent it  to L u c ife r  for publication. I t  w as declined, 
partly  because the senior editor w as absent, an d  p artly  for the reason th a t its 

adm ission would open up afresh a  discussion which it w as th o u g h t desirable 

to avoid. A cquitting as I d id  the sub-editor from any  intentional unfairness,
I  thou g h t then, an d  still th ink , it  unfair th a t not a  w ord of p ro test should be 

allowed to such sw eeping inferences as w ere in the article nam ed laid  ag ain st 

the m oral precepts held by m em bers of the T .S . excepting only the seven who 
h ad forestalled these inferences by signing  the article.

F rom  another standpoint the article is open to the charge of breach of 

good faith. In  Mrs. B esant’s “ S ta te m e n t” published in  L u c ife r , on page 459 

occurs the following paragraph: “ B ut there is another w ay, w hich I now
take, and which, if  you approve it, w i l l  p u t  an end to this matter-, and as no 

T heosophist should desire to inflict penalty for the p a s t— even if he thinks 

w rong h as been d one— b u t only to help forw ard rig h t in the future, it m ay, I 
venture to hope, be accepted.” (T h e  italics in  the above quotation are  m ine). 

T h e  plan w as accepted w ithout protest, it being understood, as Mrs. B esant 
expressed it, th a t the action taken w as to “ p u t  an end to the m a tte r" , and 

included in “ the m a tte r” to which an end w as to be p u t w as the charge th a t 
one a t least of the officials of the Society held the doctrine, which, how ever, 

he denied an d  of which he h as n ever show n a  trace in all m y in tim ate  a c 

quaintance, th a t a  good end justifies the use of b ^d  means. As to all of th is 
Mrs. B esant agreed an end should be p u t

My contention is th a t the circular Occultism and Truth  w as not only  

unnecessary  b u t w as in  its  essential p a rt un tru e  an d  w as also a  breach of good 

faith. By inference it w as an  im peachm ent of the ethical code of all who h a d  
not th e  opportunity to  affix th eir nam es an d  thus run to cover. W hile it is  

th e  fact th a t Mrs. B esant h as since w ritten  th a t she w as the au th o r of th e  

paper an d  its original instigator, I  do not believe she w as conscious o f th e  
desire to  im peach the ethics of o ther mem bers, bu t I cannot so readily a cq u it 

some of the o th er signers who h ad  shown in the proceedings in Ju ly  a  p e r 

sonal hostility  not a t all com m endable. None of the signers can escape th e  
logical inferences.

A fter g iv ing  out as if new or as if not know n to m ost of our m em b ers 
ethical doctrines which every one knows the m erest tyro  in Theosophy is w ell



acq u ain ted  w ith, an d  while ju stly  condem ning the false view of occultism 

th a t “ th e  end justifies th e  m e a n s”, the docum ent then  says : “ F inding  th a t

th is false view  of occultism  is spreading  in  the Theosophical Society, we 
desire to  place on record our profound aversion to  it, e tc ”.

F o rtu n ate  indeed is it  for the T .S . th a t there are  yet seven who are  not 
contam inated  by such false views! B ut I  deny em phatically th a t an y  such 

false views and  loose codes of ethics prevail anyw here in the T .S . or are  

sp read in g  in it. H ad  the opportunity been given fo r repudiating  such a  false 

code, there is not a  m em ber of the T .S ., I believe, in the whole round w orld 
who would not have signed it as readily  an d  a s  consistently as an y  of the 

seven.
T he convention h ad  adjourned. T he difficulties pending  h ad  been form 

ally  settled  on the b est basis acceptable to all parties. T h ere  w as still some 

stress gf feeling an d  w ith  some bittern ess an d  hostility, an d  this, u n d er guise 

of a  general lesson on m orality, found an outlet in Occultism and Truth.
S o fa r  as it can in  an y  w ay refer to m atters th a t h a d  been considered and 

“ p u t an end to ” , it w as a  breach of good faith , though doubtless not so 

reg ard ed  by the signers. So fa r  a s  the insinuation of lax  m oral ethics is laid 

to  the whole Society, I  deny it in toto. I t  is not true : it  is a  m istaken ju d g 

m ent. A false statem ent such as this about a  large society should never be 

p u t in to  the hands of our enemies, who have never been able to  a ttack  our 

m oral teachings; the m om ent such a  statem ent becomes true is the m om ent 

for us to dissolve. T herefore I  hold th a t the whole article is misconceived, out 

of place, an d  should never have been prin ted . I agree fully w ith Mrs. Bes- 

a n t’s sta tem en t in the paragraph  already  quoted. “ . . . no Theosophist

should  desire to inflict pen alty  for the p ast — even if he thinks w rong h as 

been done”. H ad th is precept been generally  adopted, no t only much of the 

trouble th a t has arisen la te r m ight have been avoided, b u t those who do not 
“  think wrong has been done” w ould have discovered m ore of th a t sp irit of 

tru e  Brotherhood which we reg ard  as in  no sense inferior to  love of tru th . All 
such accusations an d  insinuations m ust cease, an d  we m ust b ear patiently  w ith 

each  other’s infirm ities if  we are  not to fall a p a rt an d  d isintegrate. No one 

m an or woman, no one country, h as all the virtue or love of tru th , an d  he wtro 
h as it in largest degree is ever the m ost charitable to the m istakes and  follies 

o f others. H e who believes in  the law  of K arm a need not trouble him self to 

pursue h is fellow for e ith er real or fancied wrongs. If, however, the accused 
be conscious of no wrong, K arm a read ju sts th e  scales an d  the accuser becomes 

th e  self-accused. J. D. B u c k , F.T .S .

K A L I  Y U G A  A N D  T H E  C O M I N G  R A C E .

( i . )  How m any years are  there in  Kali Y u g a? (2 .)  W ill the sixth sub
race  begin very soon, th a t Is, will i t  be a t  the end of the cycle of the first five 
thousand years of Kali Y uga? (3 .)  C annot a  person of the fifth race come near 
w here the sixth race shall live?

( 1 . )  K a li  Y u g a  is said b y  the B rah m ins and b y the Secret Doc
trine to be 432,000 years  long. W e w ill h ave to accept the ca lcu
lation  fo r  the present.

(2 .) M any thousands o f years w ill pass b efore the n ext race 
w ill be here, and you w ill h ave died severa l tim es over before 
th at, and also it is probable you w ill be one o f that race unless



you go to some other planet. You have made the error of sup
posing that the end of the cycle in 1898 is the end of the race. 
It is not. It is but a minor cycle, though quite important in its 
way. Hence—

(3.) As we, including you, will be members of the new race 
in all probability if we take advantage of our opportunities, there 
is no profit in the question or its answer, for the sixth race not 
being due for so many centuries, and you being eligible for mem
bership in it, there is no sequence. When the sixth race has 
fully come, many degenerate examples of the bodies of the fifth 
will be here with it and among it, but no special place will be 
kept for its development.

LITERARY NOTES.
T h e  P a t h  has now on sale the Bombay edition of the Twelve Principal 

Upanishads, w ith notes from  the C om m entaries of Sankar&ch&rya an d  the 
Gloss of Anandagiri. Cloth, 710 pages; price by m ail or express, $3.00.

T h e  L a m p , issued by T oronto m em bers, still shines. T he D ecem ber 
issue has a  m ost aw ful picture of the editor of the P a t h , for which we forgive 
them . F ive thousand copies are issued m onthly. I t  contains short notes an d  
extracts, and  is designed for propaganda.

A  c o u r s e  o f  r e a d i n g . T h e G eneral Secretary is g e ttin g  out a  small 
com pact circular giv ing  a  course of theosophical reading, to be sent to enquir
ers. A fter the ten  books in the course follow suggestions as to devotional, 
philosophical, instructive, an d  children’s books.

D a s  M e e r  d e r  T h e o s o p h i e  is a  G erm an translation  of the Ocean of The
osophy by E d u ard  H errm ann, F .T .S ., of N ew  York. I t  is  published by W il
helm  Friedrich  of Leipsig, G erm any, an d  can be obtained through the P a t h  
office. I t  is well gotten  up an d  on good paper w ith p aper covers.

L i g h t  o n  t h e  P a t h . A  pocket edition of this favorite work is nearly 
ready. I t  contains the com m ents from Lucifer, is beautifully prin ted , a n d  
bound in lim p cloth. A s there has been no pocket edition of this w ork issued 
heretofore, it is hoped th a t this venture will m eet w ith general favor. P rice 
by m ail, 50  cents, postage paid, from P a t h  office.

T h e o s o p h ic a l  S i f t i n g s , Vol. v i i , No. 10, is on “ Philosophy and  E th ics o f 
the Z oroasters” , and by Dr. A lexander W ilder. Of course it is learn ed  an d  
instructive, b u t there is in Dr. W ilder’s papers a  sweet an d  gracious tone which 
is even m ore a ttractiv e  th an  his learning. A ppended is a  brief article called 
“ Zoroastrism , an  A fterw o rd ” , apparently  also by the Doctor, the first an d  last 
p aragraphs of which are  particularly  good.—[A .F .]

W e s t m i n i s t e r  G a z e t t e , hastening to try  an d  g a th e r the pecuniary  profits 
of its long a ttack  on the T .S ., a t once, before the reply m ade by Mr. J[udge 
had reached it, got out the whole th in g  in th e  form of a  pam phlet in which i t  
assum es on w hat it calls foreknowledge th a t no reply would be m ade. Mr. 
Ju d g e’s reply w as about 5,000 w ords long, and will call for a  new edition if  
the th in g  is to be printed complete. B ut th a t reply w as prin ted  in full by th e  
N ew  Y ork Sun. T he pam phlet is a  m onum ent of assum ption, presum ption, 
and ignorance, combined w ith malice an d  falsehood. I t  m ay be p u t on th e  
shelf with th e  S .P .R . R ep o rt on H .P .B . I t  is not sold by the P a t h .

M u s i c  t h e o s o p h i c a l l y  needs attention . W e have only the few  simple 
songs of the L otus Circles, w here th is branch of Theosophy first h ad  atten 



tion, an d  in C alifornia by the way. In  th a t s ta te  Bro. W alters gives it much 
attention . R ecently  Bro. A. T re g in a  of W ashington m ade some more tunes 
fo r the New York Circle, which is copying them  an d  sending to other Circles. 
T h is will broaden the m atter som ew hat. Bro. T reg in a  h as also composed a 
song of m ore w eight to the w ords “ T h e  A ppeal to  th e  H ig h er S elf” , from 
th e  Crest Jew el of Wisdom, an d  dedicated it  to W. Q. Judge. T he song will 
soon be gotten  out by the P a t h  office as a  beginning of this im portant branch 
of work. P erhaps la ter other m usicians will try  th e  sam e line an d  m ake the 
title  alw ays speak for Theosophy.

N o v e m b e r  T h e o s o p h i s t . “ Old D iary  L eaves I I ” describes th e  early  life 
in In d ia  of th e  Founders, the friends they m ade, some sturdy, some treach er
ous, the throngs of visitors, the discussions, the hypocrisy an d  attem pted  
sw indle of a  native host nam ed H urrychund whose p resent incarnation is 
here branded  for all tim e, an d  a  strik in g  phenom enon by H .P .B . “ Sym pathy 
a  Source of K now ledge” , J. C. Staples, is good; “ H au n ted  T rees an d  Stones" 
illu strates th a t interpretation of “ All th ings are  possible to him th a t believ- 
e th ” w hich renders it as “ T here is no lim it to hum an credulity"; “ Colors and 
T o n e s”, by Miss E llen S. Atkins, is so significant as to evoke a  suggestive 
E ditorial Note. T h e  P resident announces th a t generous g ifts from  the Sec
tions have m ore th an  m ade good the em bezzlem ent by the late T reasurer. 
— [A -F.J

T he I rish T heosophist for November contains the first in the series of 
Jasper Niemand’s “ Letters to a Lodge” . Though sometimes a little indefinite 
and addicted to paradox, it is really able and with deep sounding, truly 
pointing out hidden dangers in the work of help to others. It may not be 
the fact that “ our only justice is compassion” , and we should drop into unin
telligent hero-worship if we readily attributed abstinence from needed self
defense to “ greatness too high for bending” , but one is very tolerant of the 
enthusiasms of a soul like “ J . N .” . Mr. Sinnett in “ Theosophy and the 
Expiring Cycle” refers to a frequent notion among Theosophists that in 1897 
“  some mysterious extinguisher’ is to descend and make abortive future at
tempts at Theosophic work, and gives some wise distinctions and cautions, 
though apparently thinking the “ cultured classes” the hope for Theosophy’s 
future.— [A .F .]

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S i f t i n g s , Vol. V II, No. 11, “ T he D octrine of the R esurrec
tio n ” , A  M. Glass. T his is one of those specially good num bers which m ake
F .T .S . lam ent the approaching end of the publication. I t  is excellently well 
reasoned  out, copious in treatm en t an d  a p t citation, reveren t an d  sw eet in 
sp irit, an d  w ith m ost pleasing style, very sm ooth an d  melodious, a  felicitous 
p h rase  delighting from tim e to tim e percipient minds. P erhaps one cannot 
sa y  th a t the w ord “ resu rrectio n ” is here given an y  very definite m eaning, 
a n d , indeed, th a t is by no m eans easy when the w ord is applied to  an ything  
e lse  th an  a  corporal revival, even A lger in his elaborate treatise failing to 
expo u n d  w ith clearness w hat he supposed St. P aul’s idea to be. Mr. Glass 
beautifu lly  unfolds the tru th  of a  spiritual evolution, advancing from stage to 
s ta g e  as m an strives for it, an d  culm inating in a  return  to the very bosom of 
D eity . B ut does the w ord “ resu rrectio n ” fit th is thought, how ever correct 
th e  thought? N evertheless, the p ap er is delightful, and  the quoted teachings 
o f O rigen an d  Ju stin  M artyr should open th e  eyes of “ orthodox” C hristians 
to  aspects of doctrine they never dream ed of.—[A .F .]

N o v e m b e r  L u c i f e r  is the th ird  issue w ithout the title-page as H .P .B . 
fra m e d  it. Mr. M ead’s “ T he W eb of D e stin y ” tre a ts  of m an’s triple natu re  
a s  correspondent to the three worlds, and  of the three vestures he w eaves as 
h e  is hylic, psychic, or pneum atic. T h ere  is a  tone throughout this p aper of 
g e n tle  spiritual fervor which is no less a ttractiv e  than  touching. M ost true 
a n d  w ise is H . T. E d g e’s “ Conditions of T ru e  U n io n ”. T h ere  is begun a 
tra n sla tio n  from F rench of M adam e Jelihovsky’s rem iniscences of h er sister, 
H .P .B .,  which m ust certainly be acclaim ed by all Theosophists. “ Some 
F irst-H a n d  N otes on T ib e t” is from  facts given by a  disciple long resident 
th ere , an d  is m ost interesting, filliphas L £ v i  rem arks th a t the occult philos
ophy is the philosophy of good sense,—a  rem ark which, considering the source, 
ra th e r  m akes one stare. T h is num ber of Luctfer is unusually fine, bu t its



gem , its tran scen d in g  content, is D r. H e rb e rt Coryn’s exquisite “ Heaven- 
w o rld ” , so adm irable in  thou g h t and exposition, so clear an d  sw eet an d  tender, 
so rich in sensibility, so singularly a p t in its  use of words, so noble in  its 
spirit an d  p urport and diction. W h at a  m agnificent description of d eath  this 
is,— “ the benediction of N atu re  upon w hatever m ay be gocii in u s ” ! W e are 
ta u g h t th e  w rong of fear of death, how it arose, w herein we m istake as to 
the quality of the H eavenw orld, w hat friendship m eans an d  how it  persists. 
N o review er of less ability  th a n  the au th o r could adequately  describe the 
trea tm en t of this last topic, or, indeed, an y  p a rt of the paper. H appily  there 
is to be continuance in fu tu re  issues. A  small draw back is in  denying object
ivity  to color an d  harm ony (p a g e  237), as if  the m ind created instead  of per
ceiving these, b u t th is is m entioned only lest enthusiasm  should seem to 
sweep aw ay im partiality .—[A .F .]

T h e  S c h o o l  o f  L i f e , by T heodore F. Sew ard, is in terestin g  because it 
m arks one of the earlier stepping-stones on w hich an  intensely  devout soul, 
freed  from  the spirit an d  from  the coarser dogmas of old orthodoxy an d  y et find
ing its very  life in distinctive C hristianity, passes from  a  narrow  creed to a 
b road  Theosophy. B eautiful an d  w arm  in its love for and delight in  religion, 
it has hardly  less delight in  science because it  believes science so copiously to 
affirm its  own new  discovery of an  old religious tru th  — the im m anence of God 
in every particle of H is universe. I t  uses this as explaining the genesis and 
evolution of things and m en, and the whole of teleology. T h e  charm  is in 
its u tte r fa ith  in God, its ready  abandonm ent of schools an d  scholasticism , its 
sunny hope and  anticipation, its  sym pathy w ith the C hrist-spirit, its  devotion 
to tru th  an d  p u rity  an d  right, its  fraternal touch w ith  every sincere thinker. 
V erbal inspiration and a  personal Devil an d  a  lingering fondness for som e old
tim e theological thought it has not got rid  of, b u t these are  evidently  w eaken
ing. T h e  problem  of hum an m isery and the inadequacy of one earth-life  as 
a  preparation  for etern ity  are w restled  w ith m anfully b u t unsuccessfully, as 
th ey  m ust alw ays be w ithout K arm a an d  R eincarnation as solvents. And 
here is the book s w eak p o in t God’s m ere will an d  an unknow n provision for 
the fu ture cannot m eet the exigencies of those two problem s. N othing  short 
of th e  Theosophic exposition can. Such a  w riter is unconsciously ripening 
for ju s t this, and  his lovely spirit of sw eetness and light, fortified w ith  the 
w hole stren g th  of K arm a an d  R eincarnation  as doctrines, m a y — le t us hope, 
w ill— give his u ltim ate teaching enorm ous influence. A t p resen t i t  is too 
liberal for orthodox zealots, an d  y et unsatisfactory  to the unorthodox because 
still w eighted w ith a  theology and  w ith  difficulties only rem oved by Theosophy. 
B ut it is a  sym ptom  of the tim es, and, as has been said, a  stepping-stone.— 
fA .F .]

MIRROR OF THE MOVEMENT.
A M E R IC A .

B r is t o l  T .S. has elected as P resid en t Mr. A rth u r E. Muzzy, an d  as Sec
re ta ry  Mr. E lb ert W . Gaylord.

M e r id e n  T .S . has elected as P resident Mrs. Louise E. Sorg, an d  as Sec
re ta ry  Mrs. Frances A. H. Loomis, S tation  A, Box 244.

H a w a i i  L o d g e  T .S ., H onolulu, H aw aiian Islands, w as ch artered  on D ec 
5th w ith nineteen charter-m em bers, eleven of them  being new additions to 
th e  T .S . I t  is th e  101st Branch on th e  A m erican roll.

L y n n  T .S ., L ynn, M ass., w as chartered  on Dec. 19 th  w ith seven charter- 
m em bers, and  is one resu lt of the work of Mr. Burcham  H arding. I t  would 
be the io2d Branch, b u t th e  extinction of the H a rv a rd  T .S . m akes it  th e  101st

“ H . P . B ” T . S. h ad  S unday evening lectures in  D ecem ber: Talk ok 
Theosophy, W illiam M ain ; The Human Soul. Dr. E. G. D a y ; Scientific 
Religion, Dr. E. B. Guild; The Trinity in Man and Nature, J . H . Fussell; 
Jesus the Christ, D onald Nicholson.



A r y a n  T .S . had S unday evening lectures in December: Gods and Gar
dens, H. T . P a tte rs o n ; Theosophic Light on Mundane Paths, Jas. H. Con
nelly ; The Two Paths, L ayton  W. C n p p e n ; Jesus the Christ, D onald N ich
olson; Theosophy, W illiam  Q. Judge.

K s h a n t i  T .S ., Victoria, B .C., had lectures in November: Some Teachings 
of Theosophy, H. W. Graves; Death and Birth, G. F. Jeanneret; Seven 
Principles of Man, F. C. B erridge; Diet, Capt. Clark. A verage attendance 
h as been a  little over tw enty. T h e  room and  free L ib rary  are  a t 28 B road 
street.

Y o n k e r s , N .Y ., now has a  series of S unday evening lectures. A num ber 
of Theosophists of this city  hired a  hall a t 34 N orth  B roadw ay and have 
s ta rte d  a  center there. Dec. 23d Mr. B udd lectured on The Nature and Aim 
of Theosophy, and on Dec. 30th Mr. Alex. F ullerton gave Theosophy as a 
Religion.

H a r v a r d  T .S ., the B ranch in Cam bridge form ed of U niversity  students, 
h as died out through th e ir graduation. T h e  only m em ber rem aining in the 
city  h as joined th e  C am bridge T .S ., and  the ch arter was cancelled by the 
G eneral S ecretary  on Dec. 26th, the Executive Comm ittee consenting. T h ere  
a re  now 101 Branches in the Section.

T h e  v i s i t  in N ovem ber of Claude F alls W rig h t to A nn A rbor, w hich is very 
conservative, resulted in m uch good. W e had m isgivings when m aking the 
arrangem ents, bu t w ere very g lad to see large and cultured audiences a t both 
o f his lectures. H is parlor talks w ere also crowded. T he papers opened 
th e ir  colum ns for reports, and a  reading-circle w as form ed before Mr. W right 
left. T h ere  are  o ther places in M ichigan w here good work could be done, and 
all th a t is needed is m ore m oney in the lecture-fund. T hose who are in ter
ested  here feel th a t if the m em bers and  B ranches gave m ore to the funds a t 
th e  headquarters o th er lecturers would be sent to w aitin g  places, of which 
there are m any.—[L .H .F .]

C h i c a g o  T .S . a t  its  annual m eeting  on Dec. 5th unanim ously reelected 
Mr. George E. W right as President, a n d  enlarged the B ranch representation  
on the C entral S tates Com m ittee for Theosophical W ork. E ach of the o ther 
th ree  B ranches in Chicago has elected a  num ber of this Com m ittee, which 
C om m ittee will take over to itself the work h itherto  done by the L eague. 
T h e  new  arran g em en t prom otes both harm ony and vigor.

B l a v a t s k y  T .S ., W ashington, D .C., has taken a  new an d  b etter hall a t 
419 T en th  street, w ith larg er cap acity  an d  general excellence th an  any yet 
secured. A  lecture is now given every S unday evening. On th e  2d Mr. 
Coffin spoke on The Influence of Theosophy on Daily L ife ; on the 9th Mr. 
T reg in a spoke on Occult Science in Washington City; on the 16th-M r. R ob
e rt L. Lerch spoke on A New-Old View of Life. A ttendance a t the regu
la r T h u rsd ay  evening m eetings is good, w ith prospect of being m uch b e tte r 
through the w inter.

C h i c a g o  h a s  b e g u n  a  new year w ith unw onted encouragem ent. T he reor
ganization of the C entral S tates C om m ittee and the purchase of a  printing- 
press are two events which prom ise wide and im m ediate grow th in activity. 
D uring  the p ast two m onths the following S unday lectures have been delivered 
a t the four Theosophical centers in Chicago: Ghostland and Karma, by  Miss 
E v a  F. Gates; Human Evolution and Immortality, by Miss Leoline L eon
ard; Old Truths in New Forms and Heaven and Hell, by R. D. A. W ade; 
and  Theosophy and A  Perfect Man, by  M arpole Willis.

B u r c h a m  H a r d i n g  h as accepted the honorary position of L ecturer to the 
N ew  E ngland  Theosophical C orporation of Boston. A  very  thorough system  
of lecture-w ork h as been in augurated  for carry ing  Theosophy into every town 
of over 5,000 inhabitants, and into  sm aller places w here it m ay be desired. 
T h e  s ta te  of M aine is first on the role, as a t p resent it has b u t one Branch 
( a t  P o rtlan d ), and one F .T .S . in the fa r east. Mr. H ard in g  sp en t nine days 
a t  Portland, giving tw o lectures in a  public hall an d  one before the “ Beecher 
Evolution C lub”, holding B ranch m eetings on th e  o th er nights. Several new 
m em bers joined, and g rea ter activity  w as im parted  to the B ranch, H e then



started  on the pioneer-work into  th e  north  an d  east, tak ing  th e  leading  cities 
in ro tatio n — A uburn, Lew iston, B ath, Brunsw ick, A ugusta, G ardiner, and 
W aterville. T w o lectures were given in public halls a t each place, and a  
n ig h t devoted to form ing a  center. A t every  city some have been found to 
take u p  the study. A t B ath the Y.M .C.A. hall w as used for the lectures, and 
in other places the Y.M .C.A. have rendered assistance. T he leading Maine 
new spapers have generously g ran ted  space for articles on Theosophy, and 
given full reports of the lectures. T his pioneer w ork involves a  good deal of 
expense in travelling, as the ground h as to be covered three times. H aving 
no local assistance, the lecturer h as to  visit the tow ns a  week in advance to 
arran g e for halls an d  advertising, an d  then retrace his steps. I t  is  intended 
to  continue this work until all the la rg e r tow ns in N ew  E n g lan d  have been 
visited. M em bers-at-large an d  others desirous of assisting and w illing to 
arran g e for lectures will please com m unicate w ith the S ecretary  N ew  E ng
land Theosophical Corporation, 24 M t V ernon street, Boston, Mass.

C l a u d e  F a l l s  W r i g h t  lectured on T uesday, the 20th N ovem ber, to a  
large audience a t Sandusky, O., in the M ahala Hall; his topic w as Occultism. 
A fter organizing a  class there he left for A nn A rbor, Mich., lecturing  Nov. 
21st in Frieze Memorial H all on Reincarnation. T his hall w as also crowded. 
T h ursday  he gave a  parlor talk a t Mrs. Fisk’s on The Nature of Theosophy. 
F rid ay  evening an o th er parlor talk  was given a t Mrs. F isk’s on The Consti
tution of Man. On S atu rd ay  he gave a  public lecture on Occultism in the 
F rieze Memorial H all, an d  announced th e  form ation of a  class in  Theosophy. 
T hen, a fte r some o ther work, the class was duly form ed on T uesday  evening 
a t  Mrs. F isk’s. Mr. W right then left for Toledo, and on the 29th lectured 
before the Branch there on Concentration. On F rid ay  he addressed a  large 
audience in th e  Church of our F a th e r on The Constitution of Man, and on 
Dec. is t  a  still larg er one in th e  sam e hall on Reincarnation. A fter that 
lecture he arran g ed  for a  series of lectures on Theosophy in L otus H all, pro
vided sufficient persons in  the audience p u t down their nam es to  attend. 
F ifty  outsiders im m ediately sent in  their names, b u t by the following evening 
the class had swollen to  over one hundred. T h is course of lectures w as as 
follows: Sunday, Dec. 2d, he lectured on First Principles of Theosophy,
3d on The Cosmos, 4th on Man in his Relation to Nature, 5th on Practical 
Occultism. On Dec. 6th he addressed a  m em bers’ m eeting on The Theosoph
ical Society. H e then left for F o rt W ayne, Ind. On Sunday, Dec. 9th. he 
addressed a  m eeting there in  the S tan d ard  H all on Reincarnation. O n Mon
day no m eeting w as held on account of the w eather. Dec. 4 th  After-death 
States w as the topic of a  lecture in the B ranch Rooms. W ednesday he ad
dressed another m eeting in B ranch Room s on First Principles. T h u rsd ay  he 
a tten d ed  a  small g a th erin g  of m em bers in the afternoon, an d  in the evening 
addressed a  large audience in  S tan d ard  H all on Hypnotism. F rid ay  w as de
voted to m aking calls on some of the m em bers, and  then  Mr. W rig h t left for 
D ayton, O. On S aturday  he addressed a  m eeting there on Theosophy. Sun- 
afternoon afternoon he lectured to a full house in the K. of H. H all on Theos
ophy and Brotherhood. M onday evening the 17th he lectured again  to  a  yet 
la rg er audience in the sam e H all on Reincarnation. Mr. W rig h t will deliver 
other lectures in D ayton, O ., and  organize a  Society th e r e ; he th en  goes to 
C incinnati, St. Louis, K ansas City, and other places, to  D enver, Col. The 
average atten d an ce a t  his public lectures th is m onth has been from 200 to 
500, and the papers have been full of reports all th e  while.

PACIFIC COAST.
H a w a i i  L o d g e  T .S. h as elected as P resident Mr. M ark P . R obinson, and 

as S ecretary  Mr. G eorge W. Sm ith, P. O. Box 319, Honolulu, H aw aiian 
Islands.

M r s . A n n a  L. B l o d g e t t  of S eattle  h as been visiting an d  w orking am ong 
th e  B ranches in V ictoria an d  P o rt T ow nsend, h av in g  g iven three public lec
tures in  the form er tow n to  good audiences an d  h aving  m et the B ranch for con
sultation. T he K shanti T . S. is doing adm irably, four or five of th e  m em bers 
b eing  especially active. In  P o rt Tow nsend it w as said th a t the lecturer had 
the largest audience in tow n th a t S unday evening. Good questions w ere put, 
and  very  close a tten tio n  given to  the subject.



U n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  of Stockton Branch, of Stockton, Calif., D r. Griffiths 
gave two lectures in- T .S . H eadquarters. Sunday, N ovem ber 18th, he dis
coursed upon Adepts, who, what, and where are Theyf\ N ovem ber 20th 
th e  subject w as Brotherhood on Physical, Mental, and Spiritual Planes. 
N ovem ber 21st a  public Quiz w as held. H ead q u arters w ere crow ded to their 
full capacity w ith very a tten tiv e  audiences, an d  g rea t in terest w as m anifested 
a t  the Quiz. A  full m eeting of the Branch w as held N ovem ber 22d, w here 
p lan s w ere discussed'for b e tter an d  m ore extended work. A  fra tern al spirit 
prevailed, an d  strong  determ ination to work more vigorously. Stockton 
B ranch has done good an d  telling work during the p ast year. Splendid 
results alw ays a tte n d  those B ranches w hich aspire to do the M asters’ bidding 
a n d  surely receive T h eir help. L ectures upon Adepts an d  Brotherhood 
w ere in Sacram ento, N ovem ber 29th and D ecem ber 2d, and a  Quiz held 
D ecem ber 4th. A  Com m ittee for Public T .S . W ork has been jointly  form ed 
by the two B ranches in th a t city, P yth ian  Castle secured, an d  regular Sunday 
evening public Theosophical lectures begun.

FOREIGN.
ENGLAND.

T his Westminster Gazette flare seems to have moved m any m em bers to  
redoubled activity  an d  so resulted  in good. Mr. Sydney Coryn, P resident of 
the Croydon Lodge, who has been lecturing a  good deal a t  w orkingm en’s 
C lubs in an d  about London during the p ast m onth, reports splendid an d  most 
interested  an d  a tten tiv e  audiences, an d  no reference w hatever to this so-called 
“ Isis-very-m uch-U nveiled” expost. I t  has fallen perfectly flat; b u t rem ains, 
nevertheless, as a  g igantic advertism ent for th e  T.S.

Countess W achtm eister sends good new s from P a r is ; she passed through 
there on h er way south, an d  had  a  long talk  with M. Bailly, who is b e n t on 
active propaganda. T he circulation of Le Lotus Bleu has increased consid
erably, he told her.

T he N orth Qf E n gland  F ederation held its Sixth Conference last m onth 
a t  York, an d  Mr. M ead took the chair, giving a  sensible an d  practical turn  to 
th e  cu rren t excitem ent in the Westminster Gazette. S teady work an d  propa
g a n d a  w as reported  as going on well during the p ast three m onths in the 
N orthern Lodges an d  Centers, eight of the form er and three of the la tter 
being represented a t the Conference.

A South-W estern Correspondence Circle has been started, an d  tw enty 
out of the th irty  m em bers notified have joined.

A new Lodge a t Norwich — which has long been a  C en ter— was opened 
b y  Mr. H. T . E dge last month.

Mr. S taples of th e  B righton L odge h aving  volunteered for theosophical 
w ork in A ustralasia, left for N ew  Zealand a  few weeks ago. H e is going to 
help  work up Lodges and  C enters there, do lecturing tours, etc.

B lavatsky Lodge m eetings have been very well a tte n d e d  la te ly ; the q u ar
terly  Conversazioni have been g iven up, an d  a  capital lending lib ra ry — s ta rt
in g  w ith seventy volum es— established, for the use of m em bers. Miss Cooper 
h as resigned the honorary Secretaryship, Mrs. S harpe being elected in her 
stead.

A  Secret Doctrine class, too, is held in the lecture-hall on a ltern ate  S at
u rdays by Mr. Jam es Pryse, as m any as from tw enty  to th irty  a tten d in g  i t

T h e  Ocean of Theosophy is a t p resent being m ade the subject of study 
b y  the Croydon Lodge an d  S treatham  Center.

Sw eden sends a  long an d  capital report of recent activities. M any of our 
S candinavian b rethren , notably Dr. Zander, are  doing much good in the lec
tu rin g  line. T he A rion Lodge, Malmo, w hich h as only been founded a  year, 
now num bers forty-eight m em bers.

I m ust n o t forget to tell you th a t Mr. H argrove has ju s t been over to 
D ublin on a  short lecturing-tour, and has m et w ith g re a t success.

A l i c e  C l e a t h e r .

AUSTRALASIA.
A u c k l a n d , N e w  Z e a l a n d . T h e feature of the m onth h as been th e  visit 

o f Mrs. A nnie Besant, who arrived  on the afternoon of O ctober 5th from 
Sydney. A reception w as held a t  Mrs. Draffin’s in the evening an d  a  pro



g ram  of w ork a rran g ed  for h er stay  in  A uckland. O n Oct. 6th she lectured 
on The Dangers that Threaten Society, on S unday evening she lectured on 
The Mahdtmds\ on Oct. 8th she spoke on Why I  Became a Theosophist-, on 
the following evening on Human Evolution ; an d  on O c t ioth upon The 
Teachings of Theosophy. All th e  lectures w ere crow ded, an d  d uring  each 

d ay  she w as interview ed upon theosophical subjects by hundreds of citizens 
in the local Society's rooms. In  response to an  invitation she breakfasted with 
th e  M ost R ev. Dr. Cowie, Bishop of A uckland an d  P rim ate  of N ew  Zealand, 
a t  Bishop’s Court. She left on Oct. n t h  to fulfill her lecturing engagem ents 
in the southern districts of the colony, and was accom panied by Mrs. Draffin. 
_[W .]

. SUPPORT OF THE T. S.
I have received several encouraging le tters since la s t report, and prospects 

seem b righter th an  a t  any  tim e since the organization of our classes. If  every 
F .T .S . will m ake it a  personal d u ty  to secure a t  least one new pledger our 
fund  will soon be doubled. Since last report I have added the following:

H .C. an d  S .E .F .— 10c. p er m onth.
G .T. and  E .V .B .—25 c. p er m onth.
J .D .B .— $10 per month.
Collections since last report, $72.70, rem itted  herew ith.
I wish to specially acknow ledge the receipt of $8.00 as an  ex tra  contribu

tion from one of our pledgers who wishes to  be known simply as “ K ing's 
C ounty”. Shall endeavor to m ake full report of condition of fund to date 
next m onth. • G. E .H .

51 H uffm an avenue, D ayton, O., Dec. 12, 1894.

Received, Dec. 17th, 1894, from  George E. H a rte r  $72.70, collected through 
his schem e since rem ittance of Oct. 17th.

W i l l i a m  Q. J u d g e , General Secretary.

NOTICES.
EXECUTIVE NOTICE.

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y , P r e s i d e n t ’ s  O f f i c e , )
A d y a r , O c t . 7 , 1 8 9 4 .  j

T he Society is notified th a t SeSor Dr. A lberto Das, form erly of Spain and
subsequently of Buenos Aires, Republic of A rgentina, South A m erica, has
been expelled from m em bership; his two diplomas, the second of w hich he 
obtained under an alias, a re  hereby cancelled; and  the charter g ra n te d  him 
for the organization of the Luz Branch T .S ., a t  Buenos A ires, has been  re
scinded, an d  a  new  charter issued to SeSors D. Ferdico F ernandez, D. Ale
jan d ro  Serondo, an d  th eir associates.

G eneral S ecretaries are  requested to notify th e  above to their B ranches, 
an d  conductors of the Society’s journals to publish th e  facts for the protection 
of our m em bers and th e  public. H. S. O l c o t t ,  P .T .S .

POEMS FOR THE LOTUS CIRCLE.
T he L otus Circle in New York wishes to procure good short poem s to be 

used in the m eetings a fter being set to m usic an d  in addition to those already 
printed. T hey  request th a t some be sent in. No guarantee is given of accept
ing a n y ; selection of those deem ed m ost suitable will be m ade. A dd ress Mrs. 
E. C. M ayer, 138 F ifth  avenue, New York City.

THE FORUM.
Jan u ary  Forum will only be sent to such B ranches and  m em bers-at-large 

as have paid dues for 1895. T hose pay in g  la te r will of course receive th e  back 
num bers due them , b u t m uch ex tra  trouble to this office, as also risk  of confu
sion and delay, are  occasioned by tard y  paym ent.

T h o u , O d is c ip le ,  in  t h y  w o r k  fo r  t h y  b r o t h e r s  h a s t  m a n y  a l l ie s  —  in  t h e  w in d s ,  in  
th e  a i r ,  in  a l l  t h e  v o ic e s  o f  th e  s i le n t  s h o r e .—Farew ell Book.

OM.


