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C onsidering  sacrifice an d  good w o rk s  a s  th e  b est, th e se  fools 

know  no  h ig h e r good, an d  h a v in g  e n jo y ed  th e ir  re w a rd  on 
th e  h e ig h t of heaven  g a in ed  by  good works^ th e y  e n te r  ag a in  
th is  w orld  o r a  lo w er one.—M u nd a ka  U pan ishad, i s t  m un., 2d  
h a n d 10.

T h a t w hich can n o t be  seen  n o r seized, w hich has no  fam ily  
a n d  no cas te , no e y es  n o r ears, no  h an d s  n o r  feet, th e  e te rn a l, 
th e  om n ip resen t, in fin itesim al, th a t  w hich is im perishab le , 
th a t  it is  w hich th e  w ise re g a rd  a s  th e  so u rce  of a ll b e in g s.— 
Ib  ib id , i s t  m un., i s t  h a n d t> .

THE PATH.
V o l . V I I I .  N O V E M B E R , 1893. N o. 8,

The Theosophical Society , as such, is  n o t responsible f o r  any  op in ion  o r  d e c la ra tio n  in  
th is  M a ga z in e , by whomsoever expressed , unless con ta ined  in  an  O ff ic ia l D ocum ent.

W h ere  a n y  a r tic le  o r s ta te m e n t has th e  a u th o r ’s  n am e  a tta ch e d , he a lone  is responsib le , 
an d  fo r those  w hich a re  u n s ig n ed  th e  E d ito r  w ill b e  accoun tab le .

OC CU LT ARTS.
" No. I.

(CONCLUDED.)

PRECIPITATION.

THE outer senses cannot give a safe final judgment upon a 
precipitated message, they can only settle such physical 

questions as how it came, through whom, the credibility of the 
person, and whether any deception on the objective plane has 
been practiced. The inner senses, including the great ,combining 
faculty or power of intuition, are the final judges. The outer 
have to do solely with the phenomenal part, the inner deal with 
the causes and the real a6tors and powers.

As precipitations have been phenomenally made through “ con
trolled ” mediums who are themselves ignorant of the laws and 
forces at work, these are but strange phenomena proving the ex
istence of a power in Nature either related to human mind or 
wholly unrelated to it. These are not the exercise of Occult Arts, 
but simply the operation of natural law, however recondite and 
obscure. They are like the burning of a flame, the falling of 
water,- or the rush of the lightning, whereas when the Adept



causes a flame to appear where there is no wick, or a sound to 
come where there is no vibrating visible surface, occult art is 
using the same laws and forces which with the medium are auto
matically and unconsciously operated by subtle parts of the 
medium’s nature and “nature spirits”, as well as what we know as 
kama-lokic human entities, in combination. And here the outer 
senses deal solely with the outer phenomena, being unable to 
touch in the least on the unseen workings behind. So they can 
only decide whether a physical fraud has been pradticed ; they 
can note the day, the hour, the surrounding circumstances, but 
no more.

But if one hitherto supposed to be in communication with the 
White Adepts comes to us and says “ Here is a message from one 
of Those ”, then if we have not independent power in ourselves 
of deciding the question on inner knowledge, the next step is 
either to believe the report or disbelieve it. In the case of H.P. 
B., in whose presence and through whom messages were said to 
come from the White Adepts, it was all the time, at the final 
analysis, a matter of faith in those who confessedly had and have 
no independent personal power to know by the use of their own 
inner senses. But there intuition, one of the inner powers, 
decided for the genuineness of the report and the authentication of 
the messages. She herself put it tersely in this way : “ If you 
think no Mahatma wrote the theories I have given of man and 
nature and if you do not believe my report, then you have to con
clude that I did it all ”. The latter conclusion would lead to the 
position that her adts, phenomena, and writings put her in the po
sition usually accorded by us to a Mahatma. As to the letters or 
messages of a personal nature, each one had and has to decide 
for himself whether or not to follow the advice given.

Another class of cases is where a message is found in a closed 
letter, on the margin or elsewhere on the sheet. The outer senses 
decide whether the writer of the letter inserted the supposed mes
sage or had some one else do it, and that must be decided on what 
is known of the character of the person. If you decide that the 
correspondent did not write it nor have anyone else do so, but 
that it was injedted phenomenally, then the inner senses must be 
used. If they are untrained, certainly the matter becomes one of 
faith entirely, unless intuition is strong enough to decide corredtly 
that a wise as well as powerful person caused the writing to appear 
there. Many such messages have been received in the history of 
the T. S. Some came in one way, some in another; one might be 
in a letter from a member of the Society, another in a letter from



a outsider wholly ignorant of these matters. In every case, un
less the recipient had independent powers developed within, no 
judgment on mere outer phenomena would be safe.

It is very difficult to find cases such as the above, because f ir s t, 
they are extremely rare, and second, the persons involved do not 
wish to relate them, since the matter transmitted had a purely 
personal bearing. A fancy may exist that in America or England 
or London such messages, generally considered bogus by enemies 
and outsiders, are being constantly sent and received, and that per
sons in various quarters are influenced to this or that course of 
aCtion by them, but this is pure fancy, without basis in faCt so 
far as the knowledge and experience of the writer extend. While 
precipitations phenomenally by the use of occult power and in a 
way unknown to science are possible and have occurred, that is 
not the means employed by the White Adepts in communicating 
with those thus favored. They have disciples with whom com
munication is already established and carried on, most generally 
through the inner ear and eye, but sometimes through the pro
saic mail. In these cases no one else is involved and no one else 
has the right to put questions. The disciple reserves his commu
nications for the guidance of his own aCtion, unless he or she is 
directed to tell another. To spread broad-cast a mass of written 
communications among those who are willing to accept them 
without knowing how to judge would be the sheerest folly, only 
productive of superstition and blind credulity. This is not the 
aim of the Adepts nor the method they pursue. And this digres
sion will be excused, it being necessary because the subjeCt of 
precipitation as a faCt has been brought up very prominently. I 
may further digress to say that no amount of precipitations, how
ever clear of doubt and fraud as to time, place, and outward 
method, would have the slightest effect on my mind or aCtion un
less my own intuition and inner senses confirmed them and 
showed them to be from a source which should call for my atten
tion and concurrence.

How, then, is this precipitation done, and what is the process ? 
This question brings up the whole of the philosophy offered in 
the Secret DoCtrine. For if the postulate of the metaphysical 
character of the Cosmos is denied, if the supreme power of the 
disciplined mind is not admitted, if the aCtual existence of an 
inner and real world is negatived, if the necessity and power of 
the image-making faculty are disallowed, then such precipitation is 
an impossibility, always was, and always will be. Power over 
mind, matter, space, and time depends on several things and po



sitions. Needed for this are: Imagination raised to its highest 
limit, desire combined with will that wavers not, and a knowledge 
of the occult chemistry of Nature. All must be present or there 
will be no result.

Imagination is the power to make in the ether an image. This 
faculty is limited by any want of the training of mind and increased 
by good mental development In ordinary persons imagination is 
only a vain and fleeting fancy which makes but a small impres
sion comparatively in the ether. This power, when well-trained, 
makes a matrix in ether wherein each line, word, letter, sentence, 
color, or other mark is firmly and definitely made. Will, well- 
trained, must then be used to draw from the ether the matter to 
be deposited, and then, according to the laws of such an operation, 
the depositing matter collects in masses within the limits of the 
matrix and becomes from its accumulation visible on the surface 
selected. The will, still at work, has then to cut off the mass of 
matter from its attraction to that from whence it came. This is 
the whole operation, and who then is the wiser ? Those learned 
in the schools laugh, and well they may, for there is not in science 
anything to correspond, and many of the positions laid down are 
contrary to several received opinions. But in Nature there are 
vast numbers of natural effedts produced by ways wholly unknown 
to science, and Nature does not mind the laughter, nor should 
any disciple.

But how is it possible to injedt such a precipitation into a closed 
letter? The ether is all-pervading, and the envelope or any other 
material bar is no bar to it. In it is carried the matter to be de
posited, and as the whole operation is done on the other side of 
visible nature up to the actual appearance of the deposit, physical 
obstrudtions do not make the slightest difference.

It is necessary to return for a moment to the case of precipita
tions through mediums. Here the matrix needs no trained im ag
ination to make it nor trained will to hold it. In the astral light 
the impressions are cut and remain immovable; these are used by 
the elementals and other forces at work, and no disturbing will of 
sitter being able to interfere— simply from blind ignorance— there 
is no disturbance of the automatic unconscious work. In the sit
ter’s aura are thousands of impressions which remain unmoved 
because all attention has been long ago withdrawn. And the 
older or simpler they are the more firmly do they ex ist These 
constitute also a matrix through which the nature spirits work.

I ra n  properly finish this with the incident mentioned at the 
beginning. It was with H .P.B. I was sitting in her room beside



her, the distance between us being some four feet. In my hand 
I held a book she never had had in her possession and that I had 
just taken from the mail. It was clear of all marks, its title page 
was fresh and clean, no one had touched it since it left the book
seller. I examined its pages and began to read. In about five 
minutes a very powerful current of what felt like electricity ran 
up and down my side on the skin, and I looked up at her. She 
was looking at me and said “ What do you read ? ” I had forgot
ten the title, as it was one I had never seen before, and so I turned 
back to the title page. There at the top on the margin where it 
had not been before was a sentence of two lines of writing in ink, 
and the ink was wet, and the writing was that of H .P.B. who sat 
before me. She had not touched the book, but by her knowledge 
of occult law, occult chemistry, and occult will, she had projected 
out of the ink-bottle before her the ink to make the sentence, and 
of course it was in her own handwriting, as that was the easiest 
way to do it. Hence my own physical system was used to do the 
work, and the instant of its doing was when I felt the shock on the 
skin. This is to be explained in the way I have outlined, or it is 
to be all brushed aside as a lie or as a delusion of mine. But 
those last I can not accept, for I know to the contrary, and further 
I know that the advice, for such it was, in that sentence was good. 
I followed it, and the result was good. Several other times 
also have I seen her precipitate on different surfaces, and 
she always said it was no proof of anything whatever 
save the power to do the thing, admitting that black and 
white magicians could do the same thing, and saying that the only 
safety for any one in the range of such forces was to be pure in 
motive, in thought, and in aCt.

W i l l i a m  Q. Ju d g e .

HABITATIONS OF H.P.B.
No. III.*

H. P. B. before moving to the place from which she started for 
India in 1878, lived for a while in 34th street near Ninth avenue, 
New York, in a modest flat. While living there, the funeral of 
Baron de Palm, described fully by Col. Olcott in his D ia ry  Leaves, 
took place, attracting great attention and endless newspaper com-

1 N u m b er 3 of th ese  ap p ea re d  in P a t h  o f Ju n e , 189a. T h e  sk e tch  fo r th is  p a p e r  w as  
d raw n  by  Bro. K napp  of C inc innati from  a  p h o to g rap h .



. THE HOUSE IN WHICH "IS IS  UNVEILED" WAS WRITTEN, 

ment. A flat was taken afterwards on the corner of 47th street 
and Eighth avenue, in the house which is shown in the pifture.

The illustration shows the narrow front of the house facing 
Eighth avenue, which is a business street running all the way 
from lower New York to 155th street. The building is what is 
known as a double flat, with a shop on the street level. The en
trance to the appartments is down on 47th street under the rear 
suites of rooms. H .P.B. had the flat which begins in the middle 
of the building, running to the front on Eighth avenue and being 
immediately over the shop. The building is at this date in the 
same condition and under the same arrangement as when H.P.B. 
lived there.

Her writing-room was in front, taking in the corner window 
and the next two over the shop. The third window in front is of 
a small room which was used for various purposes, sometimes for 
breakfast, at others for sleeping. On that side, within, the inner 
hall ran down to the entrance door of the apartment with rooms 
in the following order: adjoining the writing and sitting room
was her bed-room, having doors as well as a door into the hall, and



cut off from  the dining-room , n ext on that side, b y  a  solid w all. B e 
yond the living-room  is the kitchen, w hich looks out on 47th 
street. On the other side of the hall is first the bath-room  fron t
in g  the kitchen, and next, p roceed in g again  forw ard, is  a sm all 
dark room  in w hich Col. O lcott slept. U p  stairs, M rs. I. C. M it
chell, s ister o f Col. Olcott, lived  fo r som e tim e. T h e  w riting-room  
and the sm all room first spoken o f cut the h all off in front.

It  w as in this flat, in the la rg e r  front room , that Is is  U nveiled 
w as w ritten  and finished. T h e re  so m any extraord in ary  pheno
m ena had p lace that volum es w ould be required to describe them . 
H ere  the “ astral m usic and b e l ls ”  w ere so often heard, which 
self-styled  w ise critics h ave assum ed w ere produced by a  m aid 
w a lk in g  up and down the h all w ith  an instrum ent : an absurd ity  
fo r those who, like m yself, w ere there and h eard a ll such things. 
H ere, in the corner o f the room o ver E ig h th  avenue, the stuffed 
ow l stood and som etim es blinked. It  is now in the possession of 
a  lad y  liv in g  not fa r  from  the N ew  Y o rk  H eadquarters. A n d  
here w hen Is is  w as finished H .P .B . sat am ong h er few  b elongings 
and saw  the auctioneer sell them  off to the h igh est b id d e r; from  
h ere she a t last, in D ecem ber, 1878, w ent off to the steam er which 
took h er to London, from  w hence she sailed to Ind ia  n ever to 
return  to the land w h ere she w as e v e r  such a  p erp lex ity  and an 
am usem ent to the people o f the m etropolis. It  is  a  m odest p lace 
in a  m odest, b usy  part o f a  g re a t c ity ; yet how m uch w as done 
there and w h at m igh ty  forces p layed  w ithin those four w alls  
w h ile the im m ense personality  known as H elen a P. B la va tsk y  
d w elt therein !

S  C hairm an o f the Com m ittee on O rganization it w as m y
p riv ile g e  to take an adtive part in the p re lim in ary  a rra n g e

m ents o f the recent great Theosophical C ongress in Chicago. 
N a tu ra lly  th ere cam e under m y observation m any incidents con- 
nedted w ith  the details o f organization  which are not gen era lly  
known, but w hich m ay be o f interest to m em bers o f the Society  
everyw h ere , and w ill thus b ear rep eatin g  in the colum ns o f the

W i l l i a m  Q . J u d g e .

INCIDENTS OF THE THEOSOPHICAL  
CONGRESS.

P a t h .



T h e  idea o f obtain ing representation  in the W orld ’s C ongress 
w as first su ggested  b y  M r. Ju d g e  in a  letter addressed to m e in 
Septem ber, 189s. I t  w as a  m ere hint, com prised in a single sent
ence, as it w ere, care lessly  thrown into a  len gth y  business com 
m unication, and w as in the form  of a  question, as fo llo w s: “ W hy 
can 't w e be represented in the W orld ’s F air?  ”  A dtin g upon this 
suggestion  I im m ed iate ly  sought an audience with M r. C harles C. 
Bonney, P resid en t o f the W orld ’s C ongress A u x ilia ry . T h at 
gentlem an received  m e courteously, but w as ev id en tly  in extrem e 
darkness re g a rd in g  the Theosophical Society, its objedts and its 
gen era l standing. H e confessed that he had been overw helm ed 
w ith applications from  alm ost e v e ry  known sedt and cult th ro u g h 
out the w orld , and on the w hole h is aspedt w as not v e ry  encour
agin g. I called upon him  two or three tim es at in tervals o f severa l 
w eeks a fte r  that, arm ed each tim e w ith  letters from  prom inent 
people who happened to b e frien d s of m ine, as I recognized that 
the m echanism  of the W orld ’s F a ir  w as la rg e ly  political, and 
know ing that in politics th ere is noth ing like  ' ‘inflooence” . A ll 
th is only seem ed to dispose the President o f the A u x ilia ry  m ore 
favo ra b ly  tow ards m e personally , but bore little  fru it so fa r  as the 
re a lly  im portant part of the business w as con cern ed ; n am ely ,—  
the procurin g of a  definite assignm ent fo r the Theosophical 
Society. M eanw hile M r. Ju d g e  had forw arded a  statem ent of 
the S o c ie ty ’s condition and aim s, w hich I enclosed to M r. B on 
n ey , togeth er w ith a  form al application signed b y  m yse lf as 
P resid en t o f the C hicago Branch. Im agin e m y chagrin  w hen a 
little  later I received  a  le tte r from  M r. B onney statin g  that our 
application had been received  and re ferred  to the Psychic Com 
m ittee, o f w hich D r. E llio tt  Coues w as Chairm an. M y first im 
pulse w as to throw  up the whole business and w ithd raw  the 
application, as D r. Coues w as an expelled  m em ber of the T . S. 
B u t a fte r  sober second thought I reso lved  to see Mr. B onney p er
son ally  and la y  the whole story  b efore  him. It  w as fortunate 
that I did so, as he im m ediately  agreed w ith m e that our re fe r
ence to the P sych ic  Com m ittee w as inappropriate, and diredted 
h is S ec re ta ry  to recall the application w hich had a lread y  been 
forw arded to D r. Coues in W ashington. N eed less to say, the 
original application w as n ever returned, and doubtless reposes at 
this m om ent in C oues’ w ritin g  desk.

B u t th is d ifficu lty h av in g  been overcom e, a  g re a ter la y  in our 
path. It  w as the question of w here w e could be placed, and upon 
this p erp lex in g  problem  no little  tim e and en e rg y  w ere expended. 
F in a lly  M r. B onney concluded that w e belonged to the Com m ittee



on M oral and Socia l R e fo rm , and so assigned us. T h ere  w as also 
a  thorn in this particu lar rose, as the Chairm an of this Com 
m ittee w as M rs. J .  M. F low er, who b y  an “ inscrutable inter
position of D ivine P rovid en ce” — as the s tr ift ly  orthodox word it 
— happened to be C oues’ sister. H ow ever, I  determ ined to go on 
w ith it ju st the sam e, and postponed fu rth er adlion until the 
a rr iv a l o f A n n ie  B esant who w as then on a  led luring tour in this 
country. S h e  arrived  in Chicago Dec. ioth , and on the n t h  we 
together called  upon M r. Bonney at h is office. I  w ell rem em ber 
that m eeting. A  solem n conclave o f ladies w as assem bled there 
to m eet M rs. B esant. M rs. F low er, as C hairm an o f the Com m it
tee on M oral and Social R eform , w as present, a long with a  sanct
im onious college professor w ho en joyed the fe lic ity  o f being also 
a  m em ber of the sam e e levatin g  Com m ittee. T h ese  two professed 
the greatest kindness, but fe lt com pelled to gen tly  adm onish Mrs. 
B esan t that rea lly  th eir Com m ittee w as not the appropriate one 
fo r  our Society. Subsequent events show ed that th ey w ere right. 
I t  w ould h ave been a  h uge m istake to h ave gone into their Com 
m ittee. S till I do not think that either o f them  w asted v e ry  
much of the m ilk of hum an kindness, at least upon this occasion. 
A t  the close of our session we w ere no nearer securin g  represent
ation than we had been three m onths before.

B u t the w orst w as yet to happen. T o  th is m eeting cam e the 
R e v . A u g u sta  Chapin, C hairm an of the W om an’s B ranch  o f the 
R e lig io n s Com m ittee. S h e  seem ed captivated  w ith M rs. Besant, 
and m ade an appointm ent to com e to m y house on the fo llow ing 
day (Sund ay), when w e could talk the m atter over and settle the 
details. Sh e  cam e at the appointed tim e, and read ily  agreed  to 
b rin g  our m atter before the R e lig io n s Com m ittee. H e r words 
w ere so confident, and she occupied such an im portant position, 
th at I fe lt our fortunes w ere m ade, so to speak. M rs. B esant 
w ent aw ay  fee lin g  v e ry  much encouraged. I  w aited  a  fortn ight, 
and, not h earin g anyth ing, dropped a  line to the R e v . M iss 
Chapin. S h e  replied  that she had not yet had tim e to take up 
the m atter, but would soon do so. A  couple a  w eeks later I w rote 
h er again . T h is  seem ed to provoke h er a little, and h er answ er 
w as ta rtly  b rie f to the effedt that the Com m ittee could not deceide 
w h ere to locate us in the C ongress. I then began to h ave d isagree
able doubts about M iss C hapin ’s cham pionship of Theosophy. Som e 
m ore correspondence, eq u ally  fru itless, ensued, and the w inter 
d rag ged  itse lf g rad u a lly  a lon g w ithout an yth in g  bein g accom 
plished. I  w ent South in M arch, retu rn in g  early  in A p ril, and 
im m ed iate ly  w rote to M iss Chapin. T h a t lad y  rep lied  in a v e ry



pettish note, statin g  that it w as not h er place to a ft  as advocate 
o f the T . S. before the Com m ittee, and that if  we w anted any
th ing done w e m ust m ake a  form al application in w ritin g . Upon 
read in g  that com m unication, I fe lt a cord break som ew here in 
m y organism , and I confess that I w as m ad. I  replied that a 
form al application could h ard ly  be necessary, as such application 
had been filed s ix  m onths p reviously , and that it w as at her own 
suggestion  that I  had le ft  the m atter in her hands.

I  im m ediately  w ent back to President B onney and resum ed 
negotiations w here th ey had been broken off som e m onths p re
viou sly  b y  m y arrangem en t w ith  the R e v . M iss Chapin. H e 
seem ed anxious to help  us, but could not find an appropriate place 
for us in an y of the C ongresses so far contem plated. H e thought 
v e ry  stro n gly  o f p u ttin g us into a C ongress a long with the E th ical 
Society, but th at schem e w as finally  abandoned, as w ell as a  
sim ilar plan to lum p us in w ith the A m erican  Philosophical S o 
ciety. Ju s t  about th is tim e I  parted com pany forever from  the 
R e v . M iss Chapin, who w rote that, as I  had taken the lib erty  of 
consulting som e one besides h erself in reference to a representa
tion o f the Theosophical Society, she would decline to do an yth in g 
furth er in our behalf.

T h u s  a fte r s ix  m onths o f toil abso lu tely  nothing w as the result. 
W e w ere now in the m iddle of A p ril. T h e  annual Convention 
o f the A m erican  S cftio n  T .S .  w as soon to be held in N ew  Y o rk . 
I f  that Convention should pass before an yth in g could be accom 
plished, it would be a  hopeless task to undertake any gen eral organ
ized m ovem ent for a  representation o f the Society  in the W orld ’s 
F a ir . T h e  stran gest of even ts thereupon happened. Ju s t  four 
d ays before the Convention m et I received  a m essage from  P resi
dent B onney ask in g  m e to call. I w ent and found ev eryth in g  
had changed “ as in the tw in klin g  o f an e y e ” . H e took m y breath 
a w ay  b y  in form in g m e that the R e lig io n s Com m ittee had unani
m ously agreed  to gran t the T . S . a  separate C ongress o f its own, 
to take place du ring the g re a t P arliam en t of R e lig ion s, and that 
I  had been appointed Chairm an o f the Com m ittee o f O rganization.

T h is  w as m uch m ore than w e had expedited or even  hoped for. 
A ll  previous negotiations had been upon the basis that w e w ere 
to join in w ith som e other societies in a gen eral co n g ress; and 
now  we w ere a ll at once assigned to a C ongress o f our own w ith 
facilities and opportunities equal to those en joyed b y  an y  o f the 
great re lig ious denom inations. A n d  I  have n ever yet been able 
to find out b y  w h at secret or pow erfu l influence it w as b rought 
about. O nly I  w ill say  that it w as a rem arkable coincidence that



th is sudden and favorab le  change in our a ffa irs occurred exadtly  at 
the rig h t m om ent. On the fo llow in g day I w as provided with 
letters from  Pres. B onney and D r. B arrow s, chairm an o f the 
R e lig io n s Com m ittee, arm ed w ith which I at once w ent to N ew  
Y o rk  and laid  the m atter b efore  the Convention just in tim e to 
aw aken gen era l in terest am ong T h eosophists and to secure their 
n ecessary  cooperation. B roth er Ju d g e  carried  the new s to the 
E uropean  Convention a  little  later, and w ent adtively to w ork 
upon the program m e. T o  his un tirin g  zeal at and from  this stage 
o f the proceedings w as due much o f the enorm ous success which 
attended the sessions of the Congress.

U pon m y letu rn  to Chicago in the latter part o f A u g u st, a fte r  
m y sum m er trip , I called upon M r. B on n ey in ord er to consult 
him  in regard  to som e details of the approaching C ongress. Upon 
seein g m e he at once e x c la im e d :

“ D on ’t say  a  w ord, M r. W right. I know w hat you h ave com e 
to say. W e are all ve ry  sorry  for the circum stance, and I h ave 
taken the speakers to task fo r th eir d iscourtesy tow ards your 
Society. ”

I had no idea to w hat incident he w as alluding, and w as com 
pelled  to ask fo r an explanation. It seem s that the P sych ic  
R esearch ers  had ju st been h old in g a Congress, and two o f the 
speakers had assailed  the Theosophical Society. T h e  m atter w as 
so u tterly  insignificant that I had not even heard of it until Mr. 
B on n ey thus called m y attention to it. I  assured h im  that the 
principal Jtock  in trade o f the P sych ical R esearch  Society  con
sisted o f abuse o f the T . S . and that it would be cruel to d eprive 
them  o f th eir principal topic on such an occasion, especia lly  as all 
such attacks failed  to in ju re us. B u t I quote the incident in this 
p lace to illustrate the v e ry  frien d ly  attitude o f the m an agers o f 
the W orld ’s C ongress A u x ilia ry  tow ards our Society. From  the 
d ay when our assignm ent to a  C ongress w as m ade, th ey never 
failed  to show us the utm ost kindness and consideration.

E a r ly  in the season I had applied  to these gentlem en for the use of 
one o f the larg e  halls in the A rt  Palace, in order that A n n ie  B esant 
m igh t g iv e  a  public address on T h eosoph y outside o f the re g u la r  
Congress. A s  there w ere on ly tw o of these halls, n am ely, the 
H all o f W ashington and the H all of Colum bus, and as the program  
of the R e lig io n s Com m ittee w as a lread y  w ell filled, it  becam e a 
m atter o f som e difficulty to secure either hall fo r a special m eeting. 
F in a lly  D r. B arro w s succeeded in assign in g  us the H all o f W ash 
ington fo r the even in g o f Sep tem b er 20. A s  our C ongress w as to 
be held on the 15th  and 16th , and as M rs. B esant w as b illed  to



le ftu re  in T oronto on the 20th, this arrangem en t w as b y  no m eans 
satisfactory. I called  upon Mr. B onney a few  days before the 
C ongress to rem onstrate aga in st th is assignm ent. H e  w as sorry, 
but ev idently  could do nothing to help us, and suggested  that 
M rs. B esan t postpone h er engagem ent in Toronto. W hile we 
w ere discussing the m atter a letter w as brought in w hich Mr. 
Bonney opened and read. Im m ediately  h is countenance ligh t
ened, and, tu rn in g to me, he exclaim ed :

“ B y  a m iracle, b y  a m ost rem arkab le coincidence, you r desire 
can be fu lfilled . I hold in m y hand a m essage from  the A rch 
bishop of Zante, G reeee, who b egs to relinquish  h is assignm ent 
for S atu rd ay  even in g, Septem b er 1 6th. T h is  is the v e ry  date of 
you r Congress. Go at once to M r. Y o u n g , the Secretary , and 
engage the H all o f W ashington fo r a gen era l presentation of 
T h eosoph y to the P arliam en t of R e lig io n s on that even ing. ”  

N eedless to say, I went. T h u s ev eryth in g  shaped itse lf for us 
as i f  by  m agic, although w e none o f us dream ed even then of the 
enorm ous success that w as to crow n our efforts. T h e  Theosoph
ical C ongress had been assigned to H all V I I I  on the m ain floor of 
the A r t  P a lace ,— one o f the sm aller room s, capable o f holding 
about five hundred people. Mr. B onney and his confreres w ere a 
little  dubious about our ab ility  to fill it, although for m y part I 
assured him there would be no difficu lty in that direction. On 
the m orning o f F rid ay , Sept. 15 th , our Com m ittee m em bers and 
th eir volunteer assistants w ere on hand early . Soon the people 
began com ing in. A n  hour before the tim e for opening the hall 
w as w ell filled. H undreds o f additional chairs w ere brought in. 
A s  ten o ’clock approached the crow d becam e a dense m ass, and 
the situation becam e alarm ing. F ortun ately  in the ad jo in ing 
H all V I I  the L u th eran  C ongress w as ju st in session. T h is  hall 
had a capacity o f 1500, and, upon learn in g  our dilem m a, the L u 
theran brethren, who w ere not v e ry  num erous them selves, k indly 
offered to w ithdraw  in our favo r to a sm aller room. W hen the 
announcem ent w as m ade, there w as a scram ble for seats, and in 
five m inutes H all V I I  w as packed. O ur audiences g re w  greater 
each subsequent session. On Satu rd ay  afternoon, in addition to 
our re g u la r session— so crow ded that hundreds w ere standing— we 
organized and carried on overflow  m eetings in tw o adjacent halls. 
T h e  orthodox m inisters in attendance at the P arliam ent w ere 
astounded. S atu rd ay  afternoon the m anagers of the Parliam ent, 
in recognition o f the splendid success o f our C ongress, tendered 
us the use of the H all o f W ashington for an additional public 
m eeting to be held Sun d ay evening. N ow  the H all o f W ashing



ton holds 4000 people, yet that S atu rd ay  n igh t we saw  our original 
th ree hundred sw ell to three thousand— a m agnificent audience. 
T h e  Su n d ay  n igh t e x tra  m eeting w as not w ell advertised , and we 
expedted to w itness a  fa llin g  off in attendance. W hat w as our 
am azem ent w hen on that m em orable even in g  w e saw  e v e ry  seat 
in that vast audience room occupied, and hundreds of people 
standing in the aisles and a lon g the w a lls !

A  most rem arkab le  incident then happened. I t  seem s that in 
g iv in g  us the H all of W ashington the m anagers of the P arlia 
m ent had adtually  turned out the g re a t P resb yterian  C hurch, 
w hose C ongress w as ad vertised  to take place there at that time. 
O ur m eeting had a lread y  com m enced, and B roth er Ju d g e  w as in 
the m idst o f a  pow erfu l address, w hen there cam e upon the p lat
form  the R e v . D r. B arrow s, Chairm an of the R e lig io u s  D ep art
m ent, and he h im self a  P resb yterian  m inister. A pproach in g me, 
he said  in an undertone that it w as n ecessary  fo r him  to m ake an 
announcem ent to the audience im m ediately . I forthw ith  in ter
ru pted  B roth er Ju d g e  in  the m iddle o f a sentence— he says, in the 
m iddle of a  w ord— and requested  that D r. B arro w s be allow ed to 
speak. T h e  la tte r stepped to the front o f the p latform  and said 
that som e confusion had arisen , ow ing to the ch an gin g o f halls, 
and that although the P resb yterian  C ongress had convened in 
H a ll V I I  there w as no audience, and it w as surm ised th at the 
P resb yterian s had b y  m istake com e to the Theosophical m eeting. 
In  justice to the speakers, w ho had com e m an y hundreds o f m iles 
to address the C ongress, he requested all the P resb yterian s in the 
audience to rise  and pass out into H all V I I .

B roth er J  udge courteously w aited fo r the audience to disperse. 
S ittin g  as I did on the p latform , I had an excellen t v iew  o f the 
door. N ot a single person in that vast audience m ade a m ove to 
depart. On the other hand, tak in g  ad van tage o f the b rie f interim , 
about fifty  m ore people who had been w aitin g  at the door filed in 
and squeezed their w a y  through the crow ds that lined the re ar of 
the hall. Could an y incident be m ore im pressive? No com m ent
a ry  w as necessary. T h e  audience recognized the situation at 
once, and a  sm ile passed over the sea o f upturned faces. B u t the 
threatened storm  of applause w as prom ptly arrested  by B rother 
J  udge, who ca lm ly  resum ed his discourse at the place w h ere he 
had been interrupted. G eo. E . W r ig h t .

A  w ise m an endeavors to shine in h im self : a  fool to outshine 
oth ers.—  Wisdom in M iniature



FACES OF FRIENDS.

Co n s t a n c e , t h e  C o u n t e s s  W a c h t m e i s t e r , is a  nam e so w e ll-  
known to m em bers of the Society  throughout the w o rld  

that h er pidture w ill certa in ly  h ave a great interest. H e r fu ll 
nam e is Constance G eorgine Lou ise de Bourbel de M ontjun?on . 
H e r parents w ere the M arquis de Bourbel, fo rm erly  in the F re n c h  
diplom atic serv ice , and Constance B u lk ley , to whom  she w as b o rn  
on the tw enty-eighth  of M arch, 1838, at F loren ce at Ita ly . T h e  
de B ou rb el fam ily  is one of the most ancient in France. O r ig i
nating from  the southeast o f F ran ce, they settled in N orm an d y 
about the y e a r  936 a . d . ,  and h ave thus a long line of ancestors, 
am ong which severa l w ere distinguished in French  history, e sp e 
c ia lly  one R aou l de B ourbel who lived in the re ign  of L o u is X I V .

H a v in g  lost h er parents at an early  age, Constance de B ou rb el 
w as sent to E n g lan d  to h er aunt, M rs. B u lk ley , o f L inden  H ill, 
B erk sh ire , w h ere she w as educated and lived  until h er m arriage  
in 1863 w ith her cousin, Count W achtm eister, then Sw edish  and 
N orw egian  M inister at the C ourt o f St. Ja m es. T h ere  she r e 
sided for three years, when h er husband w as called to C open
hagen as m inister to the D anish Court, and then a fte r tw o years, 
the Count bein g nom inated as M in ister of F oreign  A ffa irs , th ey  
took up their abode at the official residence in Stockholm . T h e  
Countess w as then created a “ state lady of the lan d ”  b y  the K in g , 
and w as the last to receive this distinction, as the title then b e
cam e extinCl. Count W achtm eister died in 18 7 1, and she re 
m ained in Sw eden fo r severa l years, spending the w in ters in 
w arm er clim ates on account of health. Sh e has one son, the 
Count A x e l W achtm eister, who w as born in 1865. H e also is  a  
m em ber of the T .S . ,  and is a lread y  w ell-know n to m em bers in 
C aliforn ia  and other places.

In  1879 the Countess began  investigation s into Sp iritualism , but 
a fte r two years  of arduous research  found it both unsatisfactory and 
dangerous. In  188 1 she jo ined the Theosophical Society, and 
ever since has been a w orker for it both in and out o f season, 
through good and ev il report. H .P .B . g ave  h er once the office 
o f C orresponding Secretary , but that w as declared null b y  the 
Council at A d y a r— yet it w as an honor. Sh e  w as also Secretary  
and T re asu re r of the B la va tsk y  L o d ge , but g a v e  those offices up 
to others. F o r a long tim e personally  she carried  on the w ork o f
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tbe T .P .S . ,  and revived  it until it becam e able to run itse lf finan
cially . A s  a  close friend o f H. P. B . and one who stood b y  that 
noble wom an in tim e o f g re a t d istress and a n xie ty  both physical 
and social, the Countess can n ever be forgotten. Sh e w as p r iv i
leged  to see in the presence of H. P . B. and also w hen not near 
h er m any stran ge m anifestations o f the occult pow er and know l
ed ge H . P. B . possessed, such as few  h ave been granted . A t e v e ry  
m eeting o f the B la v a tsk y  L o d ge  the Countess could be seen as a 
fam iliar fig u re ; at Conventions her presence a lw ays connected us 
w ith the days of our teach er; in p rivate  she could and often did 
relate w hat she knew  o f H . P. B . that w as o f the h ighest in terest 
and v a lu e ; and now she is go in g  w ith A n n ie  B esant to India, 
w here beyond doubt h er presence w ill prove o f benefit to a ll who 
m ay m eet her. A ll h er w ork fo r the T . S ., and it is  v e ry  larg e  
and continuous, is done w ithout h av in g  an y official position, as 
she p re fe rs  to w ork fo r  it in the ranks as an individual. She has 
contributed som e papers and essays to L o d g e  w ork, but the book by 
w hich she w ill be best know n is one now in hand g iv in g  an account 
o f how H . P. B . w rote the Secret Doctrine.

Countess W achtm eister is now and has been a  vegetarian  fo r 
fourteen  years. In  person she is  o f about the m edium  height, 
w ith blonde h air and b lue eyes, a  voice o f p leasant sound, and h er 
face has a  sin gu larly  sw eet expression . A s  a  w orker constantly 
aCting she has no equal unless it be A nnie B esant, as a  friend  o f the 
T .S .  there is no greater, as a devoted pupil o f H .P .B . who is not a 
sham ed o f h er teacher nor afra id  of the convictions that teacher in 
stilled  —  in all these she w ill ever be an exam ple fo r e v e ry  m em ber 
of the Society.

H E  C ongress o f the Theosophical Society  in Sep tem b er as a
p art of the G reat Parliam ent of R e lig io n s w as a  sign ificant 

as w ell as successfu l event. In  another article  the C hicago C h a ir
m an show s how w e had but little  hope at first o f h av in g  any place 
w h atever in either the m erely  in tellectual or the relig ious side of 
the W orld ’s F a ir ;  how  w e found the old yet senseless opposition 
to T h eosophy obstructing the path fo r so lon g as to cause us to 
cease e ffo rts; and how  suddenly the scene changed and the m an
agers o f the P arliam ent o f R e lig io n s becam e our frien d s and
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helpers. T h is  change w ill n ever be expla ined b y  those w ho do 
not know  the forces w ork in g  behind the adts and thoughts o f men. 
It  not on ly took us into the P arliam en t, but g a v e  us the best date 
o f all sittings and m ade our C ongress the real P arliam en t itself.

N ot at an y tim e but now du ring eighteen  centuries could such 
a m eeting h ave been possible, and it w as distindtly a  T h eosophical 
step  because, b e in g  an effort to g e t on one p latform  rep resen ta
tives o f all religions, it w as ju st w hat ou r Society  has been a c
com plish ing stead ily  du ring the past eighteen  years, and w h at 
our objedts and constitution h ave a lw ays expressed.

It  m arked a cycle in the developm ent o f re lig ious thought. F o r  
centuries until the A m erican  R ep u blic  w as founded m en ’s m inds 
in w estern  civilizations w ere chained to b igo try  and dogm a. 
T h en , as expressed  on the seal o f the U nited  States, “ a new  order 
of a g e s”  began. S tea d ily  creeds and churches, relig ious ideas 
and re lig ious interpretations altered , the freedom  o f A m erica  
m aking it a possib ility  that men should here think m ore bold ly and 
adt upon th eir thoughts, should not be afra id  o f th eir opinions 
but be m ore w illin g  to proclaim  them  unchecked b y  state inter
ference, until at last am ong the hosts of the dissenters from 
R om an Catholicism  the idea o f a  R e lig io u s P arliam en t w as bom . 
A n d that the presid in g officer o f the Parliam en t should be a  P res
byterian  w as still m ore sign ificant, as that cult is su rely  the fata l
istic iron-bound one o f a ll the d ifferent stripes of Christianity. 
T h e  cycle  bein g alm ost com plete, its ending and the beginn ing 
of another w ere fitly  m arked b y  the calling  of the gath erin g  at 
Chicago. In  ending his opening speech, D r. B arrow s, the presi
dent, said the w hole w orld is bound by chains of gold  about the 
feet of God.

O ur p art in the P arliam ent w as not m erely  to prove that the 
Society  had grow n strong enough and sufficiently respedtable to 
com pel a place therein , but chiefly to show , as an in tegral portion 
of the whole body, that the true attitude for all re lig iou s bodies 
to take is to seek fo r  and disclose the truths in each, and not con
fine them selves m erely  to th eir own pet theories. A n d  as we 
exem plified  this in truth , the other bodies confining them selves 
to explications of p articu lar creeds or v iew s of salvation— and 
one, the R om an Catholic, declarin g  that only in th at sort of C hrist
ian ity  w ere truth, ethics, and salvation— it follow s that the T h e 
osophical C ongress w as in  adtuality, though not in form , the 
P arliam en t of R elig ion s.

T h e  occasion enabled us to present a g re a t objedt-lesson illus
tratin g  w hat we had been say in g  fo r  years, that the O riental is no



heathen, th at he should not be treated as such, and that an exam 
ination o f his re lig ion s w ill show  them  to be the real source o f 
those professed  b y  the Occident. A n d  when a ll those G reeks, 
Chinam en, Jap an ese , Buddhists, Shintos, H indus, and C onfucians 
appeared  on the p latform , beyond doubt the B rah m in  w e brought 
tow ered above them  all b y  v irtu e  o f the ancient system  he re p re
sented as prim e source o f a ll re lig ions. O ur B uddh ist D harm a- 
pala, w ith A n n ie B esan t an old agnostic, com bined w ith  a ll others, 
p roved that the Theosophical m ovem ent, though sm all b y  com 
parison with the w o rld ’s g re a t set system s o f re lig ion , voices the 
great u n d erly in g  note o f the m ental, m oral, and re lig ious evo lu 
tion o f the hum an race. T h is  note is changed, distorted, and 
colored b y  an y and ev ery  form  o f relig ion , but in  T h eosophy it 
sounds forth w ithout fault. N o one relig ion  g iv e s  it clearly , no 
sin gle  system  w ill present it to the p ercep tio n ; on ly  by  the com 
bination and from  the exam ination o f a ll can it be discovered for 
the deligh t and benefit o f hum anity.

A n d  that the m inds o f W estern people are b egin n in g  to hear 
the first fa in t v ibration s o f this g re a t sound w as evident at our 
C ongress. A ll  our m eetings w ere crow ded to overflow ing, e v e ry  
shade of opinion w as on our p latform  as w ell as in our audiences, 
and, recogn izing the effedt produced b y  such an epoch-m aking 
C ongress as ours, the new spapers of the city, which only attend 
to that which forces itse lf to the surface , g a v e  us in th eir reports 
the greatest prom inence, say in g  one day, “ T h e  Theosophical 
C ongress is a  com petitor o f the w hole P arliam en t” .

B ut rem em berin g  the words o f our old T each er, the M aster’s 
M essenger— H . P. B . , that it  m ay be dangerous for the T . S. to 
grow  too fast, out o f proportion to its strength , let us one and all 
t ry  to m ake ourselves centres fo r Theosophical influence, so as to 
constitute a body o f pow er from  the pow er o f each elem ent du ly  
fostered and educed. T h is  w e shall do on ly  b y  personal effort, 
b y  attention and b y  serv ice  to o th e rs ; and thus, and in no other 
w ay , we m ay reap fo r the Theosophical Society  all the benefits 
that such a  congress and such success should ju stly  lead us to 
expedt.

R ich es b eget pride, pride im patience, im patience reven ge , re 
ve n g e  w ar, w ar p o verty , p o verty  hum ility, h um ility  patience, 
patience peace, and peace riches.—  Wisdom in  M iniature.



CAN W E  COMMUNICATE WITH THE DEAD?'
SOME REASONS AGAINST IT.

In t h e  course of last T u esd ay  n igh t’s discussion upon this sub
jedt, there w as one point that m igh t possib ly  b ear fu rther 

am plification, and that w as the question of the m eans o f such 
com m unication. T h e  first question that w ould be asked about 
any distinguished Brahm in  proposing to v is it  us w ould be, “ Does 
he speak our language? ”  O therw ise he is to us a  sealed book.

T o  carry  this an alogy  a  little  further, I would, ask you to con
sider the case of a m an who should go  to see the g re a t adtor 
S a lv in i in his dram a called  C iv il D eath. T h e  p layg o er comes 
hom e enraptured w ith the perform ance, w rou gh t to enthusiasm  
b y  the unselfish charadter of the hero of the traged y , a loving 
fath er w ho b reaks his heart rather than in terfere with the w elfare 
of his child. T h e  spedtator, th rilled  with the splendor of the 
m an ’s sacrifice, feels that of a ll m en he is the noblest, and he 
dem ands o f the m an ager an introdudtion to the b e in g  who has so 
uplifted him. “  But, m y  dear s ir ,”  rep lies the m anager, “ that 
hero you so m uch adm ire is the creature o f a n igh t ; he is not a 
reality , but an illusion. T h e  real m an is Sa lv in i, w ho p lays this 
and m any other parts, and I w ould present you to him with 
pleasure, only you do not speak his lan guage , nor he yours, nor 
h ave we an in terp reter capable of g iv in g  you an y satisfadtion. ”  “ But 
it is not Sa lv in i, it is the m an I saw  on the stage last n igh t that I 
w ant to talk  w ith ,”  says our friend. “ A n d  I tell you a g a in ,”  
says the m anager, “ that that m an w as an illusion, and ceased to 
be when the adtor who created  him  laid  aside h is costum e and left 
the th ea tre .”

Such a desire and such an attem pt as this w ould seem  to us 
v e ry  childish  and v e ry  futile , but, a fte r  all, is it not precisely 
analogous to the beh avior of those who try  to com m unicate with 
the dead ?

“ A ll the world ’s a stage,
A nd all the men and women merely players.
They have the ir exits and the ir entrances.
A nd one man in his tim e plays many parts.”

B u t that “ one m an ”  is not the bein g we know , w hose heroism 
attradts us or whose cow ardice repels, but is the im m ortal entity  we 
call the individual consciousness, the real E g o  who, indeed, “ in

1 Rear* a* tlje  A ry a n  T .S ., O c tober 17, 1893.



his tim e p lays m any p a rts .”  T h e  m an who has le ft us, and whom  
w e so long to m eet again , is but one o f those “ m any p a rts”  p layed 
b y  the E g o , who, when it leaves the body that we love, lays aside 
its costum e and quits the th eatre of life. T h at personality ex ists  no 
lo n g e r ; the E g o , the M ind that created and inform ed it, ‘ ‘ home 
h as gone, and ta ’en its w ages, ”  to quote our greatest poet once 
m ore. It  has throw n off the body, its m ore ethereal counterpart, 
the astral double, and the still m ore ethereal fram ew ork  of its 
desires, its id iosyncracies, its passions; it is a  pure In telligence, it 
belongs to another state o f consciousness than ours. C an we 
expedt to com m unicate w ith it w hen w e do not know a  sy llab le  of 
its celestial language? E v e n  if  w e could be shown its astral double, 
that film y counterpart o f the outer body, and could that form  be 
m ade to utter a  few  o f the unm eaning platitudes that such form s 
h ave been heard to speak, could that g iv e  a n y  satisfaction to the 
friend who know s that the m ind is not there? Is  there an y consol
ation in looking at a  dum m y m ade up of our fr ien d ’s old clothes?

I f  w e accept and learn  b y  heart the theosophic dodtrine of the 
seven-fold  nature o f m an, o f w hat earth ly  use is that know ledge 
unless w e m ake it part o f our life , a lam p unto our feet? W hen 
Captain  C uttle consulted his oracle, Ja c k  B un sby, that astute old 
m ariner a lw ays wound up his O rphic utterances w ith the rem ark, 
“ T h e  b earin ’s o ’ this obserw ation lies in the application of i t .”  
U nless w e ap p ly  w hat w e h ave learned, w hat good is it to us? I f  
w e know that the personality  is an illusion, like a ll the th ings of 
this w orld, that it is m ade up of the body, the astral double, the 
body o f desire, and the principle of v ita lity , and that a ll these are 
necessarily  im perm anent and m ust pass a w ay  at death, w hat is 
there le ft to com m unicate w ith in this four-fold division w hich we 
are accustom ed to call the low er quartern ary? A n d if  we know 
likew ise that the H ig h e r T riad , or the individuality, persists, we 
know  that th is eternal being consists o f the three im m ortal parts 
called Sp irit, Soul, and M ind, in ord inary parlance, and that all 
th ree form  that E g o  whose condition is so fa r  above this plane of 
illusions that there can be betw een us no m edium  of com m unica
tion, no common lan gu age in w hich w e m ay converse. So  T e n n y 
son s a y s :

“ M y old affection of the tomb,
A  past of stillness yearns to speak:
Arise, and get thee forth  and seek 

A  friendship for the years to come.
I  watch thee from  the qu iet shore ;

T h y  sp irit up to mine can reach ;
B ut in dear words o f human speech 

W e two communicate no more.”



A n d  here the poet, w ith a poet’s intuition, has struck the sam e 
law  that w e have been told govern s the “ K in gd om  of the G o d s,”  
or D evachan. T h a t is, that under certain conditions a p u re  and 
lo fty  nature m ay pass into D evachan d u rin g  life , and be draw n 
into com m union w ith the disem bodied sp irit that can n ever 
descend to it. “ I shall go  to him , but he shall not return  to m e ,”  
said D avid  o f his child, and it is true of all.

B ut here w e m ust bew are of a llow ing  ourselves to think of dis
em bodied existence in our term s of space and tim e. T o  the freed 
sp irit there is no place, but only condition, and th ere is  no reason 
w h y our loved ones w ho h ave passed from  our s igh t should not be 
still near us, still lo v in g  us, and through the pow er o f that love 
influencing our lives  fo r good. “ W e are w ith those whom  we 
h ave lost in m aterial fo rm ,”  says the K ey, “ and far, fa r  nearer to 
them  now than w hen th ey w ere alive. . . . F o r  pure d ivine love 
is not m erely  the blossom  of a  hum an heart, but has its roots in 
etern ity. . . . A n d  love beyond the g ra v e  has a  m agic and 
divine potency which readts on the liv in g .”

T h e  lesson of the theosophic teach ing as to com m unication 
with the dead is, then, b rie fly  this. T h a t w ith th eir fleetin g and 
illu sio n ary  personality  it w ere a  futile  th in g to seek such inter
course ; but that to b rin g  about the h igh est form  of com m union 
w ith those pure In te lligen ces who dw ell now on another plane 
than ours, we m ust so elevate  and p u rify  our own lives  and our 
own souls that w h ile yet upon this earth  we m ay be caught up into 
heaven and h ear unspeakable words. I t  is T en n yson  again  who 
has expressed  this so b eau tifu lly  that you can b ear to hear it once 
m ore, fo r  none but a  poet can say  it h a lf so w ell.

“  H ow pure at heart and sound in  head.
W ith  what divine affections bold,
Should be the man whose thought would hold 

A n  hour’s communion w ith  the dead.

In  vain shalt thou, or any, call 
The spirits from  the ir golden day,
Except, like  them, thou too canst say 

M y sp ir it is at peace w ith  all.

They haunt the silence of the breast,
Imaginations calm and fa ir,
The memory like a cloudless air,

The conscience as a sea at rest:

B nt when the heart is fu ll of din,
And doubt beside the porta l waits,
They can bu t listen at the gates,

A nd  hear the household ja r  w ith in .”

K a t h a r i n e  H i l l a r d .



IMPOLITIC R EFERE NC E—" H. P. B.”

T h e o s o p h y  is  rap id ly  pushing its w a y  through  jou rn alistic  and 
other channels, and is  cropping out in regions and ham lets 

the m ost unexpected. Its  expansion  during the last few  years  
has astonished even  those who best know  its m erits, and ev ery  
day b rin gs new  indications that it is  soon to be in the forefront of 
the questions of the age  and the in terest o f the relig ious world. 
F or, in truth, it supplies the v e ry  desiderata fo r w hich earnest 
men h ave va in ly  sought, and finds w elcom e in exaCt proportion as 
those m eetin g it are  in telligent, open-m inded, and devout. A  
system  w hich insists on includ ing e v e ry  faCt w hich research  can 
grasp , which harm onizes each fa f t  and each departm ent o f its 
vast philosophy, which so lves the piteous puzzles in e v e ry  hum an 
life and lot, w hich n erves to the m ost patient endurance and the 
m ost hopeful endeavor, is one which cannot be ind ifferent to tho9e 
who think and feel and aspire.

T h eosophy is not only exh austive in its inclusions, it is  m ost in
genuous in  its m ethods. I t  w aives aside all ca jo lery  or special 
pleading, and asks no one to g iv e  h is assent to its statem ents un
less h is reason is  th oroughly convinced. A n y  other adhesion 
would be half-hearted, insincere, su p erfic ia l: none such is congen
ial to a  system  w hich cares only fo r truth , and for perception of 
truth, and fo r honest avow al of the perception. U n less a  man 
finds its teach ings upheld b y  his ju d gm en t and his m oral sense, 
it  fran k ly  tells him  that he cannot r ig h tfu lly  accept them .

B u t in order fo r  the judgm en t to a ft , T h eosophy furnishes 
copiously the m aterial. T h e  philosophy m ay be divided into two 
parts,— the faCts and law s w h olly  beyond the reach o f us ordin
ary  m ortals, the faCts and law s m easurab ly  w ithin our reach but 
needing elucidation b y  the form er class. T h ese  it expounds with 
fu lness, fo rtify in g  itse lf w ith the discoveries of science and the 
best exercise  o f reason. T h ose it presents as upon the evidence 
o f extraord in ary  m ortals, m en w hose la rg er acquisitions o f facu lty  
enable them  to transcend our lim its and explore vast realm s 
beyond. T h en  it connects the two and exh ib its a  consistent 
schem e exp lan atory  of a ll life  seen and unseen, and b y  the beau
tifu l harm ony and relation of a ll parts depiCts a  w hole which is 
w orth y o f its D ivine A uthor.

A s  know ledge of m atters outside our ken can only be com m un
icated to us through one of ourselves, T h eosophy avow s that ce r



tain  ind ividuals h ave from  tim e to tim e been used as channels o f 
these h igh er truths, the sources bein g above them , know n to be 
such, avow ed to be such. Som etim es in sacred  w ritin gs recognized 
as “ S c r ip tu re s ” , som etim es in scientific expositions o f advanced 
grad e, som etim es in m oral or sp iritual disquisitions, som etim es in  
the translation o f inaccessible o r non-understood w orks, truth ap
p ertain in g to lo ftie r p lanes is m ade to percolate dow n for the 
benefit and refreshm ent o f dw ellers upon the plains. In  such 
cases the channel w as valued  for its accuracy and its s e rv ic e ; it 
did not authenticate the truth , it transm itted it ;  it w as not the 
auth ority  but the w itness. T h e  truth , even, did not rest upon the 
m ed iu m ; its certitude w as in  the responsiveness o f the auditor, 
and its sanction in the va lid ity  of its source.

T h u s it is that T h eosophy approaches a ll h earers o f th is or an y 
other a g e ,— large-m inded, open-handed, fran k , in v itin g  e v e ry  c r it
ical research , discountenancing all sham  or p artia lity , pointing to 
proofs, citing evidence w hen accessible and fu rn ish in g  testim ony 
when not, appealing only to reason and insight and perception. 
Its  m ost conspicuous A postles m ost exh ib it this spirit, and b eg  their 
pupils to look not to them  but through them  fo r the T ru th  w hich is to 
m ake free. T h e y  disclaim  nam es as finalities, and w ill not consent 
that texts are to be fetters to the soul or any book w eigh  dow n a strug
g lin g  mind. A  disciple m ay reveren ce his teacher, but not tru ly 
so b y  repetition o f phrases or by an y other course than that which 
has convinced and qualified the teacher h im self.

T h ese  fadts h ave im portant b earin g in the era  to w hich T h eos
ophy has now  arrived . It  has passed beyond the stage o f m ere 
novelty, and its philosophy has la rg e r  coherence as w ell as w ider 
popular attention. A d van ce is bein g m ade into broader regions 
of thought, principles are receiv in g  fu ller application, legitim ate 
criticism  is testing the soundness o f dodtrine. T h e  Theosophical 
So ciety  finds a h earin g  in  m any quarters fo rm erly  barred  to it, 
and its expounders h ave audiences neither u n frien d ly  nor unfair. 
T o  be distindt th ey have to be explicit, and to be exp lic it they 
h ave to be precise. B ut this often seem s to be dogm atic, to be 
lay in g  down fadt as i f  incontestable, to be proclam atory of truth 
as assured. It  is b y  no m eans necessarily  so, for the genuine e x 
pounder disclaim s m ore than com m endation to reason and w ill not 
allow  any coercive intention. It is his to suggest, to vindicate, 
to im p ress; n ever to insist, dem and, or extort. I f  there is ap
pearance of dogm atism , it is con trary  to his purpose and spirit, 
u tterly  contrary  to the Society  he represents.

E v e n  though there m ay be no real dogm atic charadter in T h e 



osophy, the Society, or its expounders, there m ay yet be an im 
policy o f re feren ce w hich im p airs the course o f the m essage. 
T h e  re v iva l in the W est of the ancient W isdom  R e lig io n  cam e 
about through  M adam e H . P. B lava tsk y , h erself an In itiate  and a 
diredt m essenger from  the M asters behind. T h e  serv ices she 
g ave  to the Cause, the self-sacrificin g devotion to h er m ission 
w hich m arked ev ery  day of her career, the contributions she m ade 
to Theosophical literature and learn ing, no pen can fu lly  com pute. 
T h eosophists feel fo r  h er a  gratitu d e and veneration which they 
m a y  w ell feel fo r one who w as the m eans of th row in g  open to 
them  a new  and boundless sp iritual life, and in h er w orks they 
find an exhaustless treasure of scientific, m oral, and spiritual 
truth. N ot u n n atu rally  but still m istaken ly, m any of them  extend 
this attitude from  th eir p rivate  studies to th eir public discussions, 
and fo rg et that a reveren ce w hich is personal cannot validate a 
proposition which is  im personal. T o  non-Theosophic h earers a 
dodtrine stands or fa lls  b y  its conform ity to reason and the m oral 
sense, not b y  the repetition o f a nam e or a  quotation from  a book. 
T a k e  K arm a, for instance. I f  it  is to becom e influential as a 
m otive in life, its existence and operations h ave to be shown b y 
argum ent, analogy, and illustration. A ll  quarters can be draw n 
upon, and the la rg e r  the basis the su rer the construction. D em on
strated  thus, it m akes its w ay  to the judgm en t and the heart. B ut 
treat it as a didtum of Is is  Unveiled, The K ey to Theosophy, and The 
Secret D octrine, consider it as proved because H. P . B. said so, dis
pose a irily  of questions as w orth less because they h ave  no sandtion 
in H .P .B ’s w orks or words, and it becom es m erely  a shibboleth 
of adherence to a side, not at a ll an ethical law  to be verified  b y  
convidtion.

A n d  certa in ly  the m ost devoted Theosophists— who are usually  
also the m ost devoted disciples o f the T each er— are often w illin g  
to adm it that this m istake has been m ade in public exposition. It 
is  a m istake in judgm ent, fo r the public are to be won through  
the m erits of a dodtrine and not through appeals to an authority. 
It  is a m istake in  perception, fo r th ey who perpetrate it fo rget 
that th eir own conversion to T h eosophy w as b y  convidtion of 
reason, reveren ce bein g a la te r  experience. A n d  it is  a m istake 
in policy, fo r the free  m ind resents an attem pt to coerce it b y  a 
nam e instead of an attem pt to influence it b y  a fadt. So  irritation 
is  aroused, and a truth w hich m ight be winsom e is transform ed 
into a dogm a w hich m ust be repellent, the sp irit w a x in g  im pati
ent at the supposition that it can be over-aw ed b y  a quotation 
or silenced b y  a term . U ndoubtedly m any a w arm in g  interest



h as been chilled by supposition that T h eosophy is expressed  and 
bounded b y H .P .B ’s published w orks, that it has no other support 
than can be found from  her, that a ll propositions are to be tested 
by th eir conform ity to the Secret D octrine, that Theosophists think 
only as she allow ed and believe on ly as th ey are sure she would 
approve. A n d  if an inqu irer conceives that the choice is  between 
a  free  ran ge  of thought w hich shall ca rry  him , unfettered, through 
e v ery  sphere and b rin g  him before ev ery  truth, and a circum 
scribed round w hich shall teth er him to a  nam e and a  book, he 
cannot be blam ed if  he thinks harsh things, says harsh words, 
and ab ju res Theosophy, H .P .B .,  and the Society.

N ow  free-thought and insistance on reason as the vindication of 
dodtrine are no d islo yalty  to our g re a t L ead er. R a th e r are  they 
hom age to her, since she so battled fo r them . N o one w ho knew 
h er or w ho is fam ilia r w ith her w orks found h er exadting o f sub
serv ien ce to her view s. On the contrary, she held and taught and 
enjoined that subm ission without convidtion w as not only w orth
less but unm anly, and h er appeal w as e v e r  to argum ent and proof. 
W e shall not im prove upon h er b y  reversin g  h er policy, and we 
shall not fu rth er the Cause she loved by m ethods she disapproved. 
L o v in g  reveren ce m ay exp ress itse lf in lovin g im itation, the truest 
h om age in an extension  o f h er own spirit. In  com m ending T h e 
osophy and its priceless benefits to m en, the genuine disciple of 
H. P. B. can refra in  from  phrases which she ab ju red  and references 
which she discountenanced, and can uphold the philosophy and 
its contents and its conclusions with the richest of argu m ents and 
illustrations and verifications. A s  th ey affedt the public m ind and 
sw ell the num ber of the en lightened and the asp irin g, he w ill 
becom e ev er m ore conscious of the broad sp irit o f his m ission, 
and, w hile not pushing the nam e and w ords o f H . P . B. to the 
fo refron t of his discourse, w ill know that behind it th ey are a 
source of strength  and inspiration and m otive, flow ing through 
his e v e ry  thought and im pulse, even  though ra re ly  voiced in the 
h earin g  o f the m ultitude.

A l e x a n d e r  F u l l e r t o n , F . T . S.

N o t e .  The above article has m y unqualified approval. I t  is easy to prove 
tha t the Theosophical Society is not dogmatic and has no creed and no per
sonal au thority  in matters o f doctrine or be lie f; but the wise Theosophist 
should see to i t  that undue attention is not given to a line o f proof tha t may 
arouse a needless opposition. W . Q. J.

L e t  none be fo rgetfu l of h is own duty fo r the sake o f an oth er’s. 
— Dham m apada, v. 166.



Ti t e r a r y IMo t e S-
S e p te m b e r  T h e o s o p h is t .  “ O ld D ia ry  Leaves X V I I I ”  is m ainly a narration 

o f how Col. O lcott generously raised money to re turn  to the ir homes a pa rty  
o f shipwrecked Arabs, bu t has in  i t  the singular incident tha t the ir Chief one 
day took up a pen and wrote in French a note to him  from  one o f the Mahat
mas, signing correctly the name. This, as the man did  not understand French, 
was, as Col. O lcott explains, a clear case o f contro l o f one liv in g  person by 
another. "A s tro log y  : A  T a lk  on the R o o f”  is a revival o f those de lightfu l 
articles which enlivened the Theosophist several years ago. T h is  one culm in
ates in  a scheme whereby each subscriber to Vol. X V  w ill receive a printed 
b lank fo r record o f date o f b irth , etc., which he is to f i l l  up and return to 
Headquarters, appending three questions which he desires answered. Tw o 
astrologers, one Eastern and the other Western, w ill cast his horoscope and 
answer his questions, the outcomes w ill be compared, and the subscriber w ill 
be expected to report upon the replies sent him . Tabu la tion of results w ill go 
to  show the rea lity  or otherwise o f Astro logy. A ny  one pre ferring inform ation 
on either his past or fu ture  can receive i t  in  lieu o f replies to questions.— [A . F .]

S e p te m b e r  L u c i f e r .  Mr. John M. Pryse’s “  The M um m y”  proffers as an 
explanation o f m um m ification the preservation of the astral body together 
w ith  the physical, as also the mental photographs perta in ing to the former, so 
tha t a person discovering his own m um m y from  a form er incarnation and be
coming psychically en rapport w ith  i t  m ight read tha t incarnation. H . P. B's 
"  E lementals" is continued. A v e ry  good paper is upon “ The Law  of Ana
logy,”  by Sarah C orbe tt “  Notes from  a D ia ry  o f Visions”  un w ittin g ly  illus
trates the litt le  value in  lite rature o f dreams and the like. Tw o correspondents 
explain the singular assertion in  August Theosophist tha t Reincarnation was 
unknown to the author of Isis, and a th ird  makes excellent comment on the 
artic le  in  A ugust Lucifer  called “ Gurus and Chelas.”  I t  seemed tolerably sure 
a t the tim e that some one would discern the peculiar view  taken o f a disciple’s 
supervisory function over his teacher, and the m atter is p re tty  w ell settled by 
a quotation from  the Mahatma K. H . A  long and graphic account is given 
o f the missionary “ V an" in its  travels through the English provinces. 
L u cifer  received the article on “  Incidents of the Congress" by G. E. W rig h t 
from  the P a t h  fo r simultaneous pub lica tion ; but as no credit is given—which 
even our magazines should not neglect—the notice and rem inder are necessary.

T h e o s o p h ic a l  S i f t i n g s ,  Vol. V I,  No. 10, reprints M r. Mead’s Lucifer  
papers on “ N irvana,”  papers affluent w ith  learning and research, even i f  they 
leave N irvana somewhat un in te llig ib le . We again commend to Siftings the 
publication o f Mrs. Besant’s speeches before the B lavatsky Lodge, priceless 
utterances which should not pass away. Subscribers to the Theosophist and 
Lucifer  do not care to have the ir contents served over again in Siftings, and 
may object to the change o f the T .  P. S. in to  the Theosophical rv-Publish ing 
Society.— [A .F .]



V a s u d e v a m a n a n a , 1 or “  The Meditations of Vasudeva,”  is a transla tion  b y  
K. Narayanaswami and R. Sundareswara Sastri which appeared in L u cifer  and 
is now published in  book form  w ith  paper covers by Kumbakonam T . S. I t  is 
very well p r in te d ; 124 pages, price f if ty  cents. The A dw a ita  philosophy o f 
the Universe is the subject treated of. There are twelve chapters trea ting  o f 
various divisions of the subject, ending w ith  a dialogue between G uru and 
Disciple on the fina l mysteries. Those who have studied the Upanishads w i l l  
like  the work. I t  is certainly a valuable contribution not only to our lite ra tu re  
bu t also to translations o f Ind ian books. In  the introduction the transla tors 
doubt i f  the author was ignorant of Turya  state, concluding he designedly 
refrains from  m ention ing i t  as too high fo r comprehension. B ut we inc line  
to th in k  he did  not know it, fo r he dwells on subjects such as whether A tm a  
has the characteristics o f the three bodies o f St hula, Karana, and Shukshma, 
and on other th ings quite as recondite as Turya state, unless Turya  is d iffe r
ent from  Atma, which it  is not.— [ J.]

T h o u g h t s  on  B h a g a v a d  G i t a , 1 a  series o f tw e lv e  lectu res b efo re the K u m 
bakonam  T .  S . ,  In d ia, b y  a  B rah m in  F . T .  S .  is  now  out in book fo rm  in  p a p e r  
p u blish ed  b y  the B ran ch . It  h as 16 2  larg e  p ages. It  is  d edicated to H . P . B . a s  
“  the exponent to the m odern w o rld  of the old doctrine, an d  the fa ith fu l s e r v a n t  
o f h um an ity to lead  them  unto the L a n d  o f L ig h t.”  A  rem arkable se n te n ce  in 
the Introduction d eserv es reproduction. It  i s : ‘ ‘T h e  o n ly  th in g that can be claim ed  
in the fo llo w in g lectu res are  the outpou rin gs of a gra te fu l h e a rt— the h e a r t  of 
an earnest B rah m in  F . T .  S . born in a  g re a t pan d it fa m ily  o f S o u th e rn  In d ia
—  on ly  b ecause H . P . B . cam e in tim e to his aid an d  d estro yed  all th o u g h ts of 
flyin g  into the arm s o f the P a d re e s.”  T h e  last w ord m ean s “ m ission aries.”  
T h e  lectu res are  valu ab le  to all lo v in g  stu dents o f the glorious old a n d  m ig h ty  
book, the B h a g a v a d  G ita .—  [ J . ]

“ T h o u g h t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  C i . a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f Inform ation contained in  the 
Religious Books of the W orld, for a Philosophical Treatm ent o f the S ub ject”  
is a pamflet intended as “ A n  Essay on Religions, fo r the Parliam ent o f R e li
gions, Chicago.”  I t  is by Ishar Parshad and printed at Lahore, Ind ia. 
W ith  remarkable and painstaking analysis in to  heads and subdivisions, i t  d is
cusses the Philosophy, Nature, H is to ry  of Religion, its enormous influence 
and importance, its  various postulates as to the soul, destiny, duty, sin, salva
tion, ritua l, the character o f God, etc., and insists that a ll need the most d is
passionate and scientific examination, free from  prepossessions and sectarian
ism, the one purpose being the securest tru th  from  the broadest investigation. 
The pamflet is able and worthy, an honorable contribution to the Parliament, 
and especially in teresting because from  that land which is the Mother o f 
Religions. — [ A . F. ]

E v o l u t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  T h e o s o p h y  is an im portant pamflet by Miss 
Katharine H illa rd , F. T . S., who from  tim e to tim e enriches Theosophical 
lite ra ture  w ith  the same delicate perceptiveness and finished diction which 
make so memorable her Lecturcs on ihe Poets. H av ing  firs t mastered and 
then systematized the philosophy o f The Secret Doctrine, she has taken the 
factor o f Evolution and expounded its operation under two heads, I, The Evo
lu tion  o f the Earth , I I ,  The Evolution o f the Races. In  so fa r as either is 
upon the au thority  o f the Secret Doctrine, the passage referred to is epito-

> N ot in  s to ck ; h a v e  to  be o rd e red  from  In d ia  of M. C. K rish n asw am y  Iy e r, K um bako  
nam , Ind ia .



mized or quoted, volume and page being given, and w ith  vast patience and 
care the teachings scattered through the two volumes are digested, methodized, 
and pu t in  consecutive order fo r connected view. B ut the results of large 
personal acquaintance w ith  scientific works are no less used to complete the 
scheme, and in th irty -n ine  pages is furnished an in te lligent, systematic, lucid 
exposition of the topic, so arranged and expressed tha t every. Theosophist can 
gam clear apprehension and an orderly understanding. Miss H illa rd  has thus 
provided fo r present and future readers of the Secret Doctrine a compact 
digest o f its evolutionary philosophy, saving them the maddening confusion 
from  what she generously terms its  “ wealth of illustra tive  digression” — one 
of the neatest of euphemistic phrases, by the way — and m aking possible a 
w ider circulation of its  contents. Y et pages 25 and 26 are almost as badly 
muddled as anyth ing in the Secret Doctrine. The pamflet can be read as an 
instructive outline o f evolution even by those ind ifferent to its Theosophical 
bearings, bu t o f course its real, and avowed, purport is Theosophical. ( P a t h  
office, 10 cents.)— [A .F .]

O c e a n  o f  T h c o s o p h y .  The firs t edition having been exhausted, a new one 
has been issued. Col. O lcott points ou t very tru ly  — though not as a Sanskrit 
scholar — tha t the word devachan is not Sanskrit as stated in  the book. T h is  
is quite true, as tha t word, though inc lud ing deva and chan, two Sanskrit 
words, is not, as a whole, found in  Sanskrit dictionaries. There can hardly be 
any doubt o f its denvation from  tha t language, though used by the Buddhists. 
There is a word very like i t  in  Sanskrit, devacckana; and another, devaya- 
nak, “ the way o f the Gods,”  occurs in the Mundaka Upanishad. Another 
erro r k in d ly  pointed out is a m isprin t of Brahm arandhra  fo r Brahmanda on p. 
125, which readers w ill please correct : i t  is a m isprin t only, and I  d id  not mis
take one fo r the other. The saying is common in which “ this B rahm anda" 
means the period o f universal evolution or even a particu lar one.— [W .Q. J.]

R e m in is c e n c e s  o f  H. P .  B l a v a t s k y  and the Secret Doctrine by Countess C. 
W achtmeister is now out. We have an advance copy, 162 pp. in paper. 
English price, is.,6d, probably f if ty  cents. I t  has several chapters by the 
Countess, followed by  Appendix I. containing accounts by B . Keightley, 
W illiam  Q. Judge, and others; and Appendix I I ,  some newspaper extracts. I t  
is intensely interesting, a valuable contribution to our knowledge of H. P . Bla
vatsky, and w ill be read by the critics as well as the friends of the remarkable 
woman whose name fills  the pages. (The P a t h  and Theosophical Publishing  
Society.)

REPORT OF THEOSOPHICAL CONGRESS AT WORLD S FAIR. CHICAGO.

Contributions towards the expenses of the Congress have been so generous 
th a t a surplus exists, and there has been decision to use th is  in p rin tin g  a 
verbatim  report of the proceedings and addresses as a permanent record o f so 
im portan t an event. The speeches were taken down by stenographers and 
are being rap id ly  set up in type. I t  is expected tha t the Report, which w ill 
make a book o f 175 pages, w ill be issued soon afte r the appearance o f Novem
ber P a t h .  Each subscriber to the fund w ill receive one by mail, and copies 
w ill be on sale a t 30 cents each, paper  ;75 each, cloth, postpaid in  e ither case. 
Orders can be sent now to the P a t h  and w ill be filled in  due course.



A\irror°f the7V\pVerr\cnt.
AMERICA.

C h i c a g o  T . S. had on September 24th a meeting which filled its  Head
quarters, overflowed in to  and filled the Law  School room next door, and turned 
away two hundred unable to enter. Mr. Geo. E. W righ t, the President, in tro 
duced Bro. Dharmapala of Ceylon, who delivered an address on “  Buddhism .”  
Meantime Mr. B. H ard ing  o f the A ryan T . S., New York, spoke in  the other 
ha ll, and afterwards the two speakers exchanged places. Thus everyone had 
an opportunity to hear each. A t the Sunday evening meetings Mr. W righ t, 
Miss Leonard, Mr. Wade and others w ill give papers or addresses o f tw en ty  
or th ir ty  minutes, followed by an address from  Mrs. T h irds or another. These 
addresses w ill be used at each o f the three centers in rotation. M r. H a rd in g  
has a S tudy Class at Headquarters on Saturday evening, ha lf an hour being- 
given to the Bhagavad G ita and an hour to the Ocean of Theosophy. The 
firs t gathering numbered seventeen. I t  is on ly fo r members and associates, 
and six associates have already jo ined in consequence.

A t Englewood, during Mr. Chidester’s absence, Mr. H ard ing  has taken 
charge of the weekly meetings and on October 8th began a course o f public 
lectures in a hall. O f the two new members, one is a Ceylonese B uddh is t 
On the N orth Side Mr. Wade, and others have taken a house having a room 
convenient fo r public meetings, where a weekly meeting and a Sunday even
ing lecture w ill be held. This makes three working public centers in  Chicago. 
A t  Downer's Grove, a place of four thousand inhabitants and tw en ty  nines 
from  Chicago, Mr. Puffer is arranging fo r lectures, and Mr. H a rd ing  has 
spoken on •• Reincarnation and Karm a.”

P i t t s b u r g  T . S. is slowly bu t steadily ga in ing ground, thanks to the 
various visitors from  New York. The Branch is now established in  its  new 
Rooms at 79 Fourth ave., and has them open on Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoons, besides a meeting on Wednesday evening and a lecture Sunday 
evening. Press interest is reviving, and much encouragement is fe l t

K alayA^a T . S., New Brita in , Conn., has now th ir ty  books as beginning 
of a L ib ra ry , and has distributed w ith good effect between 700 and 800 tracts 
through the town. In  the largest and most centra lly located bu ild ing  in town 
two rooms have been taken and suitably furnished, seating a hundred or more. 
Entrance is from  two streets through three doors, and the rooms have every 
convenience. I t  is purposed to keep the rooms open most of Sunday for g iv ing  
in form ation and for reading. Public lectures would do incalculable good i f  
lecturers could be had from outside.

S y r a c u s e  T . S . ,  Syracuse, N. Y ., was chartered on October 7th w ith 
th irty -five  members, a ll but one being new. The earnest work of Dr. Wm. 
H. Dower, form erly of New York, has brought th is about. Because of recent 
consolidation of Branches, the Syracuse Branch is 77th upon the American 
roll.

M r. J a m e s  H. C o n n e l l y ’s L k c t u r e  upon “ V ibrations,”  delivered a t the 
Maschmedt Farm on September 10th, was printed in fu ll in  the Corinthian, 
Corinth, N. Y., in  its issue of October 6th. The Corinthian has been most 
generous in its  aid to Theosophical work at the Farm, and this able and 
learned lecture w ill circulate a ll through that region. Copies may be procured 
from  the Corinthian office fo r three cents in stamps.

D r . J .  D. B u ck , in the Cincinnati Tribune of September s8th, exposes a 
Rev. Mr. Lockwood who had attacked Theosophy in a published sermon as



“ The New R elig ion," and shows tha t Mr. L . him self knew noth ing o f Theo
sophy and litt le  of either relig ion or fa c t Slanderers, unless very reckless 
indeed, had better keep clear of C incinnati.

On t h e  e v e n in g  o f  S e p te m b e r  19TH Toledo T .  S. opened its  new Head
quarters, “  Lotus H a ll.”  T he  table was decked w ith  flowers, and upon an 
easel stood a covered picture o f H. P. B. presented by a member. Mr. J. M. W. 
W heeler, the President, made a few opening remarks, and then Mrs. Annie 
Besant spoke enthusiastically o f the Teacher whose printed works are the 
g reat possessions o f the Theosophical Society. Closing w ith  an appeal to best 
honor H . P. B. by rejecting a ll sectarian sp irit, she drew the cover from the

Sjr tra it. Prof. Chakravarti then spoke on the power of relig ion, and Mrs. 
esant made a fu rthe r address, an in form al reception closing the evening.

A r y a n  T . S. Sunday evening lectures in  October were : 1st., The Theoso
p h y  o f Sm all Things, H . A lfre d  Freeman; 8th.. The Coming Doom, James
H . Connelly ; 15 th., The Consolations o f Theosophy, Alex. F u lle rto n ; 32d, 
Sim ilarity o f the Doctrines taught by Christ and Buddha , D r. T . P. H y a tt; 
29th., The Goddess M aya , Miss K. H illa rd .

B r o o k l y n  T . S. Sunday evening lectures in  October were : 1st., Theoso
phy in Practice, A lex. Fulle rton ; 8th., Theosophy and Christianity, Rev. 
James T a y lo r; 15th., Scandinavian Myths ana their Theosophic Teaching, 
W m. Main ; 32d., The Goddess Maya, Miss K . H illa rd  ; 29th., Sim ilarity of 
the Doctrines taught by Christ and Buddha , D r. T . P. H ya tt.

T o r o n t o  T .  S. has taken a room on the most central street in  the c ity  fo r 
tw o years, and a ll meetings w ill in  fu ture  be held there. On Wednesday 
evening is held the Branch meeting, on F riday a public meeting fo r discussion, 
on Sunday m orn ing a study-class fo r one hour, and on Sunday evening an 
expository meeting.

C la u d e  F. W r i g h t  le ft New York C it y  fo r Chicago on September 12th to 
attend the Theosophical Congress at the W orld ’s Fair, which he addressed on 
the sixteenth of September. He then le ft fo r Kansas City, Mo., a rriv ing  there 
on Thursday, September 21st T h a t n igh t he addressed the Kansas C ity 
Branch on “ A ltru ism  and Egotism ,”  and the two fo llow ing attended meetings 
of members in the Society’s rooms to discuss Theosophy and Branch work. 
The next day, Sunday, he gave a public lecture entitled  “ A n  O utline of Theo
sophy ’’ in  the Masonic Rooms, 1015 W alnut s tree t Monday evening he atten
ded another members’ meeting in  the Society’s rooms. Tuesday evening, 
September 26th, he gave a public lecture on “  Reincarnation”  in  the Masonic 
Ha ll. Thursday he lectured before the Branch on “ Concentration.”  F riday 
he gave a public address entitled “  Incidents in  the L ife  o f Madame Blavats
ky  in the Masonic H a ll. The next day, Saturday, he le ft fo r St. Louis, 
a rriv ing  there on Sunday morning, October 31st. The afternoon of tha t day 
he lectured publicly at the Society’sroomson “ Theosophy and Reincarnation, ’ 
and in the evening gave an address on “ Dreams.”  The evening of the fo llow 
ing day, Monday, he addressed the Society on “  Death.”  Tuesday evening he 
le ft fo r C linton, Iowa. On Wednesday, October 4th. he held a meeting o f the 
members of the C linton Branch at Mrs. Gale’s parlors. Thursday and F riday 
he gave two public lectures in  C linton on “ Theosophy”  and “  Reincarnation 
respectively, leaving fo r M inneapolis im m ediate ly a fter the latter. He arrived 
in M inneapolis on Saturday morning. T h a t evening he attended a meeting of 
the members of the Society a t the residence o f Mrs. Buffington-Davis. Sunday 
evening he gave a public lecture en titlled  “  Does Theosophy teach Fatalism? 
in the rooms of the Branch in  the New York L ife  Insurance Build ing. On 
Monday he addressed a meeting a t the residence o f Mrs. Ida  H am s. On 
Tuesday he attended the annual Dusiness meeting of the M inneapolis Branch 
and gave suggestions fo r carry ing on the work during the succeeding year. 
The fo llow ing  evening, Wednesday, October n th ,  he lectured before the St. 
Paul Theosophical Society on “  Reincarnation.”  October 12th. he attended a 
meeting of members in  Minneapolis. The Sunday fo llow ing he gave a public 
lecture in the afternoon on “  The Principles o f Theosophy ”  in  the F ifth  Uni- 
versalist Church at Minneapolis, and in  the evening a public lecture in the 
new rooms o f the Society on “ The Mission of the Theosophical Society."



Monday, the sixteenth o f October, he attended a meeting o f the St. Paul T.S. 
and answered questions on the general subject o f Theosophy pu t by the mem
bers. Tuesday evening he lectured in  the rooms o f the M inneapolis Society 
on “  Obsession." Many other private meetings have also been attended by 
Mr. W righ t, and he has called personally on numbers o f the members in  the 
different cities he has visited. A fte r a v is it to St. Paul and Lake C ity  he pas
ses to F o rt Wayne and to Columbus, Ohio, and w ill then probably go South.

O b i t u a r y .  Mr. John M. W . Wheeler, President o f the Toledo Branch, 
passed from  this incarnation on October 6th. Bro. Wheeler jo ined the T . S. 
in January, 1887, when members were few  and work small. A lw ays deeply 
interested, he was unable fo r years to see much result to his efforts, but at 
last, in  December, 1892, his desire to see a Branch in  his own c ity  was realized. 
He was the firs t to f il l the chair o f President, and the firs t to be called from 
the Branch by death. H is illness, though not long, was very distressing, but 
his thought throughout was for the Cause and its  trium ph. Dr. Buck o f Cin
cinnati well described his character and labors a t the funeral services, and the 
remains were removed to D e tro it fo r cremation. W arm  regrets a t his loss 
were expressed by the Toledo press, and his own Branch passed resolutions o f 
sorrow.

SUPPORT OF THE T.S.
Received, October 16th., from  G .E .H . since last report (Aug. 21st) the 

sum of $100.45.
W il l ia m  Q . J u d g e ,

General Secretary.

PACIFIC COAST ITEMS.

M r .  E . B . R a m b o , though ever busy, prepares excellent papers fo r the 
public meetings. “  The Children’s H our,”  conducted by W. J. Walters, con
tinues its excellent work in San Francisco.

P o r t  T o w n s e n d  T . S., Port Townsend, Wash., was chartered September 
30th w ith  five members. T h is  is one fru it  o f Dr. G riffiths’s labors.

T h e  n e w  B l a v a t s k y  H a l l ,  431 1-2 S. Spring st., Los Angeles, seating 100 
people, has been well filled a t each public lecture. The Branch meetings are held 
there, and are gain ing in strength and interest. A  F riday evening “ Discus
sion Class”  has been established, and th is too is w e ll attended. The Los 
Angeles Branch is another which has found parlor gatherings a fa ilure and a 
regular H a ll indispensable to success. E veryth ing is now prosperous and 
everybody sanguine. The lecture on October is t was upon T heosopky, Occult
ism, and Science by Frank Neubauer, and that on the 8th upon Justice, Intel
ligence, and Intuition by Mrs. L. E. Giese.

B r o .  H. D h a r m a p a l a ,  re turn ing to Ind ia  by the Japan route, lectured in 
San Francisco on October 8th. upon "Theosophy : its Relations to Eastern 
Religions,”  and in Oakland on October 9th upon “ M a n : his Mission on 
E arth ." He expected to sail fo r Japan on October ioth.

D r .  G r i f f i t h s  lectured in San Francisco on September 17th and in  Oak
land on the 24th upon the “ Sun,”  treating the subject from  a Theosophical 
view-point and bring ing  out many novel and interesting matters. The lectur
er is now upon a second tr ip  to Northern California.

R e d d i n g  T. S., Redding, Calif., was chartered on October 19th w ith  five 
members. I t  is one of the fru its  of the Pacific Coast Lectures, and is the 78th 
Branch on the American roll.

Th e B a n d h u  T. S., Santa Cruz, Calif., has changed its  name to the Santa 
Cruz T. S., and a new charter was accordingly issued on October 16th. On 
October 6th Bro. H . Dharmapala lectured to a crowded house, many being 
turned away. A fte r the lecture the people gathered around him  and plied him 
w ith  questions fo r an hour. Long reports were given by the local press.



THEOSOPHICAL CONGRESS FUND.
GENERAL SUMMARY AND ACCOUNT.

T o ta l amount received by me in cash.................................................  . $ 1,208.20
O f the above sum the Ind ian Gen. Sec’y ’s Office se n t.. 43.60
The American Section members gave about..................  1,100.00
The Executive Com. Am erican Section appropriated

$100.00 out o f the funds o f the Section, which sum 
has not yet been used and is not included in  the
$1208.20. -------------

Collected by European Section, £  150, 10, 11, o r ............ 730.00
T h is  sum was not paid over to me, but was, uuder 
arrangement made, used in Europe toward the ex
pense o f Prof. G. N. Chakravarti’s v is it, th u s :
£  146, 16, o r ........................................................................  710.56

Balance w ith  European General Secretary......................$ 19.53

D is b u r s e m e n t s  in  A m e r ic a .
October 19 ; to date fo r railroad travel o f a ll foreign 
delegates and Vice-President, telegrams, postage, 
newspaper work, meals en route and a t Chicago,

’ p rin tin g  of inform ation, notices, programs, etc.,
etc..........................................................................................$ • 699.71
P rin ting  o f verbatim report of the entire proceed
ings, not includ ing binding, 178 pages as estimated 
by p rin te rs ,........................................................................  490.00

Expense and p r in tin g .............. ...................................
B inding, wrapping, and posting yet to be paid.

A dd  appropriation of American Section.......................
Add balance in  hands of European General Secretary

Am ount le ft to cover binding, wrapping, and posting.................... $ 138.02
A  complete report w ill be made when all the work is done. A ny  deficit w ill 

ba borne by  American Section. The above account is subject to correction of 
errors and omissions.
. ' i  "  W i l l i a m  Q .J u d g e ,  Vice President T.S.
N ew _York, October 19, 1893.

THEOSOPHICAL CORRESPONDENCE CLASS.
PRELIMINARY PROSPECTUS AND NOTICE.

The increase of the purely routine work of the General Secretary's Office 
has made i t  impossible to fu lly  rep ly to all the numerous questions put in 
letters, and enquirers have to be referred to books after the firs t usual corres
pondence has passed. But th is does not do away w ith  the needs of sincere 
enquirers, nor w ith  the necessityfor study and the obligation to help members 
to grasp the teachings of Theosophy so that they may be able to help others 
in  the ir tu rn  by presenting Theosophy and the aims o f the T . S. in a reasonably 
clear manner to questioners. Many members also reqnire help because of the 
hu rry  of our present life  and from  previous lack of tra in ing in metaphysical 
investigation. The different needs cannot be fu lly  met by the issuance of 
Branch Papers and the Forum, as these are necessarily lim ited  in area of 
influence.

H aving been offered assistance by some competent members. I  have decided 
to start a C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  C L A ass a  part of the work of the American Section 
T .S ., to enable those members desiring to avail themselves of i t  to pursue their 
studies in  Theosophy more systematically so tha t they may thereby gain a  
better understanding of the philosophy of Theosophy and its application to 
da ily  life , thus making it  more certain tha t the growth of the Society shall not 
m erely be in numbers but also in the Theosophical education of the units com
posing the whole body—at least in so fa r as concerns the American Section.

$ 1,189.71

$ 18.49
100.00 

19-53



METHOD OF WORK.
». A11 m em b ers  in good s tan d in g  of tb e  A m erican  Section  T .S . can  jo in  tb e  C orrespon

dence  C lass by  ap p ly in g  in  w ritin g  to  th e  a d d re ss  g iven  below .
а. E v e ry  th re e  m onths, o r o f te n e r  if w a rra n te d , a  s u b jec t w ill be  selec ted  fo r s tu d y  and 

a  lis t g iv en  of books a n d  a r tic le s  w hich  a re  to  be read . D iscretion  is re se rv e d  to  in c lu d e  at 
a n y  one tim e m ore  th a n  one sub jec t.

3. Q uestions b rin g in g  o u t th e  m ost im p o r ta n t p o in ts  of th e  su b jec t w ill be s e n t to  m em 
b e rs  o t the  class. T h e  n u m b e r of q u e stio n s  w ill De d ecided  on a f te r  som e tria l.

4. R eplies to  th e se  q u e stio n s  a re  to  be sen t to  th e  office of th e  G en era l S e c re ta ry , a d 
d re ssed  a s  re q u e sted  below , w h ere  th e y  w ill be  e x am in ed  an d  re tu rn e d  to  th e  sen d e rs  w ith  
com m en ts  a n a  su g g es tio n s  in a ll  p a r tic u la rs  w h ere in  th e y  seem  to  re q u ire  i t  o r a s  e n q u ir 
ies m ade  shall indicate.

5. M em bers w ill be p e rm itted  to  send  o n e  q uestion  w ith  eacn  se t of rep lie s . Such 
qu estio n s  w ill be  m ad e  use of in th e  g e n e ra l qustions. D iscretion  is  re se rv ed  a s  to  d e a lin g  
o r  no t d ea lin g  w ith  ir re le v a n t questions.

б, P rom  tim e  to  tim e  g e n e ra l no tes an d  com m ents u pon  th e  rep lies, o r a  com ple le  p a d e r  
upon th e  su b jec t, w ill be sen t o u t to  a ll, e ith e r  w ith  th e  n e x t se t of q u e stio n s  issu ed  o r in d e 
p enden tly .

7. S tu d e n ts  w ill p ro b a b ly  be d iv id ed  in to  c lasses if such a  m ethod  shall a p p ea r  d e s irab le , 
b u t th is  head  m a y  be a lte re d  a s  ex p erien ce  m a y  ind ica te .

8. H in ts  a s  to  m e thods of s tu d y  w ill be sen t w ith  th e  first s e t of questions.
9. M em bers a re  n o t to  re p ly  to  th e  q u estio n s  u n til a f te r  th e  ex p ira tio n  o f one m o n th  

from  rece ip t of th e  sam e, in o rd e r th a t  th e y  m ay  h av e  am ple  tim e  to  s tu d y  a u d  th in k  over 
th e  su b jec t, an d  a lso  th a t  th e  office m a y  n o t be u n d u iy  b u rd o n ed  w ith  w ork .

T h ese  re g u la tio n s  an d  m eth o d s a re  s u b je c t to  a lte ra tio n  a t  th e  d isc re tio n  of th e  office.

I t  is hoped that no member of the Society w ill take up membership in this 
Correspondence Class unless w ith  the determ ination to keep up the work. 
Some of the questions may appear to be very simple, bu t in tha t case the 
student should endeavor to make more complete answers and to th row  fresh 
lig h t upon the subject.

As there w ill necessarily be expenses of postages, paper, and some prin ting , 
members of the class are requested to help in this m atter by sending stamps 
for the return o f the ir papers, and also, i f  they can, by sending an extra  two 
or five cent stamp. The class ought to be self-supporting, though as yet tha t 
is not demanded.

PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS.
A ll members jo in ing  the class are requested to answer the fo llow ing  ques

tions fo r the inform ation of the Office:
1. H e w  long h a v e  yo u 'b ee n  a  m em b er o f th e  T .S .?
2. W h at b ooks h av e  you stu d ie d  an d  w h at m ere ly  read?
3. H a v e  y o u  w ritten  a n y ^ a p e r s 'f o r  a n y  B ran ch  M ee tin g s o r  M agazin e , or h a v e  you 

d e liv e re d  a n y  a d d re sse s  or lectures?
4. W h at topic, do ctrin e, or ph ase o f T h e o so p h y  h as s tru c k  you  m o st fo rc ib ly  o r  e n g a 

g ed  y o u r  attention?
5. W h at b ooks do yo u  possess, and h av e  y o u  a cce ss  to  a  T h e o so p h ica l L ib ra ry ?

All communications re la ting to the Correspondence Class are to be addressed 
to : Secretary T .S . Correspondence Class, 144 Madison Averrae, New York, 
N. Y.

Correspondents are asked not to m ix the business o f this class in  letters 
re la ting to any other m atter: i f  th is request is not complied w ith , a ll such 
letters w ill remain unanswered so fa r as concerns the Correspondence Class, as 
the various departments of work in the General Secretary’s Office are d is tinct 
from  each other.

NON-RESPONSIBILITY OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.
The Theosophical Society is not responsible as an organization for any view 

or opinion to be expressed or in tim ated in  a ijy o f the papers, documents, quest
ions, or answers in th is class: nor is the Society in any way bound thereby: 
nor are any such views or opinions authorita tive or to be deemed as the views 
or opinions of the T .S .: they are on ly ind iv idua l views and opinions of those 
who express them.

W il l ia m  Q . J u d g e ,
General Secretary, American Section T.S. 

N e w  Y o r k ,  October 19, 1893. ■

As th e  d e p th s  o f th e  m ig h ty  O cean  a re  calm  th o u g h  s to rm s  rag e  on its  su rfac e , so be 
th o u  calm  by  re tir in g  to  th e  d e p th s  o f th y  n a tu re .—Sham an's D evotions.

OM.


