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MARS AND MERCURY.

I N  the Ju n e  P ath  there w as printed a rev iew  of a pam ph let 
issued by the London L o d g e  T . S ., and this m agazine m ay 

p e rh a p s  be construed as com m itted to an approval of ev eryth in g  
co n ta in ed  in the pam phlet, although the p rivate  in itials of the 
r e v ie w e r  w ere annexed to the rem arks. T h e  pam phlet referred  
to  b rin g s  up an old dispute w hich we had thought w as settled b y  
■what is found in The Secret Doctrine, V ol. I, running from  p age  
16 2  to 168. “ Gratification of curiosity  is the end of know ledge 
f o r  som e m e n ” , w rote H . P. B . ’s teacher, and this curiosity  led to 
a  question bein g put som e years  ago to the A depts, who furnished 
t h e  m ain body of Esoteric Buddhism  and all the im portant m atter 
i n  The Secret Doctrine, in respedt to other v isib le  globes. T h e  
a u th o r  of Esoteric Buddhism  then construed the re p ly  to m ean that 
M a r s  and M ercury are two of the seven  planets of the earth-chain 
o f  globes. H. P. B ., the only person in adtual and constant com 
m un ication  with the M asters, corrected the m istake m ade by M r



Sin n ett in the pages of The Secret Doctrine to which I h ave referred , 
say in g  on page 16 4 : “ B u t neither M ars nor M ercu ry b elon gs to 
our ch a in ; they are, along w ith the other p lanets, septen ary  units 
in the great host of ‘ chains and a ll are  as v isib le  as their upper 
g lo b es  are invisib le ” . . H er correction of the m isconception w as 
m ade upon the w ritten  auth ority  o f the sam e M asters who sent 
th rough  her the letters on w hich Esoteric Buddhism  w as w ritten.

On the ground of auth ority  in respeCt to this question, about 
■which none o f the Theosophical w riters h ave an y inform ation 
independent of w hat the M asters h ave  w ritten, we m ust conclude 
that the statem ent in The Secret Doctrine is final. I f  no other 
point w ere involved , there would be no necessity  for go in g fu rth er 
w ith  the m atter, but as the consistency of the entire philosophy 
is  involved , it  is necessary to ad vert again  to this subjeCt.

T h e  two M asters who had to do with Esotcric Buddhism  and The 
Secret Doctrine h ave d istinctly  sa id :—first , that none o f the other 
g lobes of the earth-chain are v isib le from  its su rfa ce ; second, that 
vario u s p lanets are v isib le  in the sky  to us because they are  in 
th eir turn fourth-plane planets, represen tin g to our sigh t their 
own septenary ch ain s; third, that the six  com panion g lobes of the 
earth  are united w ith it in one m ass, but differ from  it as to class of 
sub stan ce ; fourth, that Mr. S innett m isunderstood them  when he 
thought they m eant to say  that M ars and M ercury w ere tw o of 
the s ix  fellow  globes of the earth ,— and this correction th ey m ake 
m ost positive ly  in The Secret Doctrine;  lastly, th ey h ave said that 
the entire philosophy is one of correspondences, and m ust be so 
view ed  in ev ery  part. W e do not understand that Mr. S in n ett 
has said that H . P. B. w as not reporting the M asters w hen she 
w rote the above in The Secret Doctrine, or that the M asters have 
denied that th ey hold the above view s.

I f  w e adm it that M ars and M ercu ry are two visib le p lanets of 
the seven-fo ld  chain belonging to the earth, then the consistency 
o f the philosophy is destroyed, for as it is w ith planets, so it is 
w ith man. E v e ry  p lanet, considered for the m om ent as an indi­
vidual, is to be analysed  in the sam e w ay as a single hum an being, 
subjeCt to the sam e law s in the sam e w ay. H ence, if two o f the 
princip les of the earth are visib le, that is, M ars and M ercury, then 
w h y  is it that two o f m an ’s seven principles are not v isib le, in 
addition to his body? In his seven-fold constitution his body rep­
resents the earth  in h er septenary  chain, but he cannot see ob­
je c tiv e ly  any other of his principles. T h e  philosophy m ust be 
consistent throughout. I f  it is inconsistent at one point it fa ils  at 
e v e ry  other. T h e  sam e M asters who h ave com m unicated through



H. P. B . w ith Mr. S innett fo r the purpose o f h av in g  Esoteric B u d ­
dhism w ritten , h ave over and over again  positive ly  stated that the 
law o f correspondence ru les throughout in this philosophy.

T h e  earth  is  a  fourth-plane planet. T h e  beings upon it a re  
now in the fourth  stage, and fo r th at reason cannot see o b jec tive ly  
any planet that is not on the sam e plane o f developm ent, and 
every  p lan et w hich th ey see is for that reason a fourth-plane 
planet. I f  th is be correct, then M ars and M ercury m ust b e  
fourth-plane planets, and hence not in the earth 's  chain of globes.

I f  we assum e w ith  the w riter of the pam phlet referred  to that 
M ars and M ercu ry  are two out o f the w hole seven of which the 
earth is  a third, then the question arises, T o  w hat principle do 
these tw o p lanets correspond ?, fo r th ey m ust correspond to e ith er 
prana , karna, astral body, M anas , B uddhi, or Atman. A n y  attem pt 
at an an sw er to this question w ill show  the confusion in the as­
sumption ; fo r it is  adm itted that M ars is in obscuration, and the 
natural question then w ould be, W hich of the e a rth ’s princip les 
is correspondingly in obscuration? In  attem pting to an sw er th is 
from the assum ption started  with, w e h ave the statem ent th at 
M ars is the planet we h ave  last been in, hence it m ust represent 
a disused facu lty  or principle, and not one w hich w e are about to 
develop. A s  M anas is the n ext principle to be fu lly  developed, it 
would follow  that M ars does not represent it, and hence the w hole 
m atter fa lls  into confusion, because the first four princip les h ave 
been a lread y  developed and are not in disuse. F o llow in g th is 
on the fa lse  assum ption, then M ars would represent an eighth  
principle.

M ars is in a  state of obscuration at the present tim e, as stated 
by the M asters and H . P. B. T h is  is because, in that chain o f 
developm ent, the E g o s  have finished th eir fourth  round, or because 
the fourth  round has not yet com m enced, except in respeCt to th e  
planet itse lf as a  place of habitation, the E g o s  h av in g  passed on 
to the n ext globe of that chain, quite as invisib le from  the su rfa ce  
of M ars as our n ext globe in order is in visib le  from  our surface . 
T h e sam e m ay be said for M ercury, except in resp eft to obscura­
tion, since the inform ation vouchsafed about it declares that it is  
beginn ing to get out of the obscuration caused b y  the absence o f 
Egos.

A  re feren ce to the p ages of the Secret Doctrine re ferred  to above 
will be found helpful on th is point. I t  is also stated on page 16 3  
of that book, Vol. I, on the auth ority  of the M asters, that “ N o 
companion planet, that is, no upper globes of an y  chain in th e  
solar system , can be seen. ”  I m ay  say  that the relation borne b y



M ars and M ercury to the earth w ill not be spoken of or exp la in ed  
b y  the M asters. Furtherm ore, one o f the M asters w rote to the 
author of Esoteric Buddhism  in respeCt to this m atter, stating, 
“ Y o u  are putting me questions pertain in g to the h ighest in itia­
tion. I can g iv e  you only a gen eral view , but I dare not, nor w ill
I , enter upon d e ta ils .”

It  is not n ecessary  for us to know  the relation betw een M ars, 
M ercu ry , and the E arth , especia lly , nor to know w hether M ars 
and M ercury are in an y particu lar state ; all that is n ecessary  is 
to know, do th ey or not belong to our chain ? A n d  that th ey do 
not has been d istinctly  stated, both from  the position o f authority  
and upon the ground of consistent philosophy. U pon auth ority , 
because in no other w a y  can w e so lve this r id d le ; upon philosophy 
to show the reasonableness o f the authoritative statem ent. A ll  
such difficulties can be solved b y rem em bering and w ork ing upon 
the law  that, as it is in respeCt to man and his principles or 
vehicles, so it is in respeCt to an y planet w hatever.

W i l l i a m  Q . J u d g e .

CAUTIONS IN PARAGRAPHS.

DO not m ake statem ents that tend to m ix  up the T h eosophical 
Society  w ith any re lig ious b elie f, political theory, or social 

observance or non-observance.

B ew are  of the proposition that the rich or those in social life  
needing theosophy as much as the hum bler ranks should th erefore 
have special efforts m ade for them w hile they fa il or re fu se to 
openly help the Society w ith th eir countenance and effort.

Do not be m isled by the fan cy that special effort to “ convert ”  a  
scientific ce leb rity  w ill lead to an y great benefit to the theosoph­
ical m ovem ent, or sufficiently offset the tim e thereby lost from  
the gen eral w ork am ong those who are read y to listen.

N e v er cry  down the efforts of a sincere m em ber to .d issem inate 
theosophy m erely  because it does not m eet your standards of 
m ethod or propriety.

A lw a y s  discountenance any proposal to establish  a censorship 
of either literatu re or effort in theosophical ranks, for such a cen-
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sorship is  against the broad and free  platform  on which the So ci­
e ty  rests. '

S u ffe r  not yo u rse lf to be annoyed because scientific men claim  
as their new  and orig inal d iscoveries that which theosophical lit­
eratu re  has a lw ays c la im ed ; rem em ber w e are not in this m ove­
m ent fo r g lo ry , but that men shall know the truth regard less of 
w h ere the credit fo r d iscovery is given .

N e v er fo rg et that a theosophical B ranch  is for the study o f the­
osophy, and not for discussion upon outside topics.

L e t  not sentim entality  m ake you fear to b rin g  forw ard  w hat you 
believe to be theosophy, even  though som e persons threaten to 
leave  the ranks because th eir own fad seem s endangered b y the 
stren gth  o f your th eo ry ; but bew are you do not m istake self-as- 
ertion  in yo u rse lf fo r the strength  of your theories.

B e not deluded by the idea that you can do great good by enter­
in g  a church society in which you do not believe. Theosophy is 
not benefitted b y  being thrown am ong those who declare they do 
not w ant it.

B ew are  of the person who offers to sell sp iritual science in so 
m any lessons for a sum o f money. E xp osition s b y  le flu re s  in 
public o f gen eral theosophical principles fo r an adm ission fee are 
proper, but courses o f lessons on m agic arts, spiritual science, 
secrets o f nature, and the like  are etern a lly  im proper, em anate 
from  cupid ity  o r undisciplined intellect, and lead to nothing.

B e  ch aritab le enough to rem em ber that the theosophist is hu­
m an, and perhaps has to stru g g le  all the h ard er with our common 
fa ilin g s ju st because he has entered on the battle  w ith the low er 
nature.

Do not fan cy  that because ours is called a brotherhood any 
exclusion  o f wom an is inferred. E n g lish  is not the only lan guage 
on earth , and in m any others the sam e term  describes both fem i­
nine and m asculine. Theosophy does not concern sex  distinctions, 
and ta lks m ore of souls, which are sexless, than it does o f the 
bodies th ey inhabit.

C are fu lly  avoid confounding Brahm anism  with Buddhism , and 
th e relig ions flourish ing outside of In d ia  with those of that coun­



try. Buddhism  not b ein g the relig ion  of India, confusion o f 
uttered sounds and know ledge results from  callin g  H in d u s 
Buddhists.

V e ry  care fu lly  re fra in  from  confusing C hristian ity  w ith the re ­
ligion  of Je su s . T h e  la tte r is not the form er, inasm uch as C hrist­
ian ity is sp lit up into over three hundred different sefts , w h ereas 
Je su s  had but one doftrine.

P ay the h igh est respe<5t to the serm ons o f Je su s , from  the re ­
m em brance of the fa f t  that in h is discourses he but g a v e  forth 
once again  the old do ftrin e taught to him  by the ancient theoso­
phists of whom  he w as a disciple.

Do not m ake the b lunder o f m istaking the g litte r  of our c iv ili­
zation for true progress. W eigh fine houses, good clothes, m e­
chanical devices, and un iversal m ale su ffrage  against the poverty , 
m isery, vice, crim e, and ignorance which go w ith the form er, 
before you conclude w hat is the best civilization.

H E  late T . Su b b a R ow , B. A .,  B . L . ,  w as a B rah m in  of h igh
caste, w ell known in the Theosophical m ovem ent and in ­

tim ate w ith H . P. B ., Col. O lcott, and others in India. T h e  
ed itor of P a t h  m et him  at A d y a r  in 1884, and knew  how h ig h ly  
he w as thought o f by  all who knew  him. H e died on the 24th o f 
Ju n e , 1890. A  v e ry  in teresting account o f him printed in J u ly  
Theosophist o f 1890 w as w ritten by Col. O lcott and endorsed b y  
the fam ily  before publication. T . S ub b a R o w  le ft no lite ra ry  
w ork o f an y g re a t m om ent, considering his undoubted ability.

H is best w ork w as in a series of lectures on the Bhagavad-G ita  
at the Convention o f 1886 in India. B u t h is nam e is deep ly  asso­
ciated w ith our w ork, and H . P. B. often re ferred  to him . T h ere  
is  not the sligh test doubt that he w as p erson ally  acquainted with 
the sam e M asters of whom  H . P. B. so often spoke.

H e w as of the N iyo g a  caste of the Sm arth a  Brahm ans. Born 
on the 6th o f Ju ly ,  1856, he lived  but th irty-fou r years. H e  was 
b rou gh t up b y  h is uncle, who w as the Prim e M inister o f the R a ja  
o f P ittapur. In  his early  years  no one thought him  to be ve ry

R o d r i g u e z  U n d i a n o .
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learned or fu ll o f m ystical know ledge, but later on he becam e 
one o f those cases w here old know ledge gained in a form er life  
came back. T h is  w as in respedt to philosophy and Indian re­
ligious books, from  which he w as known to quote as if he had 
read them  all.

A s  an individual he w as gen ial though reserved, show ing signs 
of pow er w ith in ; and, as Col. O lcott said, the fadt that he lived his 
occult life  alone g iv e s  strength  to the confidential statem ents he 
made to his fam ily  and friends. H is eye  w as large, deep brown, 
and brilliant, and although I had only a few  conversations with 
him the im pression he m ade w as lastin g  and pleasant. One little, 
verse he quoted to me n ever left m y m em ory, and I shall a lw ays 
think o f him  with gratitu d e as w ell as pleasure. H e w as a friend 
of the T . S. as well as a m em ber, and though engaged  once in a 
slight controversy in respedt to the th eory o f the constitution of 
the hum an being, he deserves a place in our g a lle ry  o f frien d ly  
countenances. W. Q. J .

KOREAN STORIES.

KO R E A — also spelled Corea— has been called “ T h e Herm it Nation.'• 
T h e author of the following stories is a Korean now in W ashington and 
a member of the Branch there. H e has furnished these for the P a t h  

through Mrs. Coffin of the Washington T . S., and m ay be able to give us more. 
He says they have m any stories of Masters, or Adepts, in his country, where 
belief in “ Masters”  is universal among all classes. Indeed, when they see a 
venerable beggar or old man they say, “ Perhaps that is a M aster in dis­
guise.” — E d .  ]

I.
THE SPOTTED BUDDHA OR ADEPT.

T w o you ng philosophers retired to a m ountain to live  in seclu­
sion and pradtice Y o g a . T h e y  lived  in two huts on the opposite 
sides of this m ountain. It  w as said that they had reached a sim ­
ilar and high  stage  o f developm ent. One day a beautifu l you ng 
woman appeared  in the hut of one of the students and asked the 
priv ilege o f rem ain ing that night. A lth ou gh  he fe lt k in d ly  to 
her, he refused her request, as he did not wish to h ave h is quiet 
disturbed : so he sent her to the hut o f h is friend, who took her 
in.

H is h eart w as not in peace the whole n ight ; he arose early  n ext 
m orning and w ent to h is frien d ’s hut, h oping to find out w hat had



becom e o f the beautifu l wom an. On opening the door there
stream ed upon him a flood o f golden light. H e distinguished 
two beings in this golden g lo ry , two bein gs o f pure gold w ith  rays 
of ligh t issu ing from  them , and seated on two shrines. H e slow ly 
recognized his friend in the one seated on the low er sh r in e ; the other 
one seem ed en tirely  stran ge to him. H e then p erce ived  th ey were 
the tru ly  w ise, whose v irtu es had no com parison w ith a low er soul 
like him self. H e bowed down before them  and w ished to know 
how his friend had becom e thus su dd en ly  wise.

H is friend replied : “ I k in d ly  accepted the wom an you  sent
to m y hut, and g a v e  her shelter. T h e  birth o f h er ch ild  took
place, and the in fant w as bathed b y his m other in p erfum ed w a­
ter brought b y  her. H e w as im m ed iatly  transform ed into pure 
gold, as you now see ; w hereupon the w om an disappeared. T h e 
boy is he who is seated on the u p p er shrine : he is a  sp iritual 
bein g descended temporarily f o r  the sake o f  humanity. W ith the p er­
m ission of the h eaven ly  M aster I also w ashed in the perfum ed 
w ater, and becam e transform ed into pure g o ld .”  “ M ay I not also 
w ash in this wondrous w a t e r ? ”  the other cried ; but a la s ! he 
only found a few  drops in the bottom  of the vase. H e th an k fu lly  
used w hat rem ained of the holy w ater, but it, bein g insufficient 
to cover him , le ft him  on ly spotted w ith golden color w h erever 
the drops had touched him . E v e r  a fte r that, he w as called  
“ T h e  Spotted B u d d h a.”

II.
• QUAN-URN-BODHI-SATTVA.

A  man who had a lw ays devoted h im self to a re lig iou s life  and 
the search a fte r  D ivine W isdom  left his fam ily  and retired  to a 
v e ry  secret spot on a m ountain w here no tra ve lle r  had ever p en e­
trated, fa r  aw ay  from  the sigh ts and sounds of the w orld. H e 
ate and slept on ly to m aintain his m ortal body.

A fte r  long years of purification he had m ade considerable pro­
gress. One day a trave ller found his w ay to this solitude and 
stopped in his hut to rest. T h ough  he k indly treated  the w eary  
pilgrim , he felt he could not bear to h ave his retreat desecrated 
and his study interrupted. R em onstrance w as useless, the 
stran ger still rem ained, until finally  his little  hut was v isited  b y  
a succession of travelers, each m ore d istu rb ing and obnoxious 
than the preceding one. A t last he despaired of a ttain ing the 
great objedt of h is life. H e becam e h alf-frenzied  at this w aste 
of his life-lon g  labors, and in a m om ent of an ger he took the life  
o f the last traveller who stopped in his hut.



H a v in g  com m itted a m urder he abandoned the idea of proceed­
ing on the Path. H e le ft his hut and life  of seclusion, and 
sadly prepared to return  to his hom e, w hen there suddenly 
appeared before him  a  panoram a of exceed ing beauty com posed 
of a grou p  of sp iritual beings. T h e  central figure of this group 
proclaim ed h erself to be the g re a t Q u a n -U rn -B o d h i-S a ttv a ,*  and 
requested to know  the cause o f h is return. H e replied that as 
he had com m itted a grievo u s sin he had no lon ger the hope of 
a ttain ing true wisdom , and w as go in g  back to h is  hom e.

“  B rin g  your sin to me. B rin g  your sin to m e ,”  said the Bodhi- 
Sattva . “  E v e ry th in g  proceeds from  n o-th in g ,f so also does sin. 
T h in k in g  o f the past is also a s in .”  Sh e then caused him  to 
return to the m ountain and pursue his studies. H is heart becam e 
grad u a lly  peaceful, and he m ade such rapid progress that he soon 
becam e a  p erfectly  w ise man. P o m  K . S o h .

o m m e m o r a t i o n  of H. P. B. has thus fa r  been la rg e ly  o f rem ­
iniscence and o f anecdote illustratin g h er personality , and 

doubtless this w ill a lw ays h ave its interest, as readers o f “ Old 
D iary  L e a v e s ”  can v e ry  w ell understand. Y e t  the m ain topics 
on W hite L o tu s D ay  as years pass on w ill be m ore and m ore, I 
take it, who and w hat w as this m ost wonderful personage o f the 
century, w hat w as h er exadt relation to the Theosophical Society. 
T h ese questions appear ve ry  sim p le : they are  re a lly  m ost difficult 
and com plicated. I do not purpose to now discuss either, but 
m erely  to exp ress a collateral thought.

T o  ord in ary  citizens of the day nothing is m ore astonishing 
than that a new  relig ion— for T h eosophy is re a lly  such— should be 
prom ulgated at this close of the nineteenth century, and that its 
prophet should be a  wom an. T h e  era  is un favorable to re v e la ­
tions or to sp iritual philosophy, and scornful of either when com ­
in g through  a fem ale channel. V e ry  n aturally  there arises qu ery

* Q u a n -U rn -B o d h i-S a ttv a  is be lieved  b y  th e  K oreans to be one of th e  h ig h est A dep ts, 
w hose s p ir itu a l v ir tu e  is on ly  n e x t to  th a t  of G au tam a  B u ddha, an d  w hose m ission is to 
■appear a s  a  sa v io u r a t  the  m ost c ritic a l m om en t of h u m an  affa irs . S he is to w o rk  fo r 
h u m an ity  d u r in g  th e  w hole M an v an ta ra .

T h e  v ision  o t th is  B o d h i-S a ttv a , v a ry in g  a s  i t  does in b e a u ty  o t color, sou n d ,an d  fo rm  to  
d iffe ren t persons, h a s  in sp ired  m an y  poem s, am o n g  th em  a  book p u b lished  in K orea  called 
L e-ju n g -g am -n o , m ean in g  “  T h e  sw ee t d ew  to  save  th e  peop le .”

t  T h a t is, from  thought, w hich is no t a  th ing .
X A b s tra c t of ad d re ss  be fo re  th e  A ry a n  T. S. by  A lex an d e r F u lle rto n .

A WHITE LOTUS DAY ADDRESS.!



as to w h eth er this new  religion  w ill take form  as a B la va tsk y  cult, 
g iv in g  a sem i-D ivine ch aracter to the teacher, in vestin g h er words 
with a sacro-sandt qu ality , m akin g h er w ritin gs a finality  in doc­
trine. Som e such suspicion is un iversal am ong outsiders.

In respedt to its estim ate o f H . P. B . the T . S. m ay be divided 
into three classes. One is o f those w ho regard  her fu lly  as an 
A dept, an adtual m em ber o f the h ierarch y, endowed w ith its pre­
rogatives and powers. T h e y  of course do not pretend to even 
conjecture her degree o f advancem ent, though that is unim por­
tant. T h e  second suppose h er to have crossed the line separating 
ord inary hum anity from  the O ccult fratern ity , and to have been 
entrusted w ith som e secrets of initiation, notably that o f com m uni­
cation with M asters, but not to have been a M aster herself. The 
third consider h er a wom an of sin gu lar force and nerve, possessed 
in som e stran ge w ay  of unusual learn ing, but nothing m ore than 
a chela, if  that.

N ow  through each of these classes no less than in the world 
outside, and in the first class (to which I belong) quite as much 
as in the others, ex ists a fixed opposition to a B la va tsk y  cult. 
N o m atter w hat m ay be the degree of reverence for her person 
or h er w orks, it w ill not be conceded that she w as in fallib le , im ­
peccable, an auth ority  n ever to be deviated from , critica lly  exam ­
ined, or suspedted of inconsistency. T reatm en t of her as a being 
w hose utterances it would be sacrilegious to question and perilous 
to deny, seem s to all a m istake and a fo lly.

A n d  yet, paradoxical as it m ay appear, possib ly  seem ing an e x ­
aggeration , an extravagan ce, the extrem e of a partisan, I do not 
hesitate to aver m y convidtion that the success of the Th eosoph ­
ical Society  is in exadt proportion to its loya lty  and devotion to 
H . P. B. L ik e  any other theory, this is a question of fadt and to 
be tested b y  fadt. Look at the fadts. O f the Sedtions of the 
Society', w hich are the most adtive and efficient, most zealous in 
prom u lgatin g  Theosophy, most rap id ly  influencing the public 
m ind and ga in in g  hold on the public press? E v id e n tly  the A m e r­
ican and the European. E ach  is headed b y  an individual who 
w as an intim ate friend and close pupil of H. P. B ., w hose enthus­
iastic loya lty  to the T each er colors every  utterance and m oulds 
ev ery  projedt, who form s plans, m ethods, and efforts in accord­
ance with h er im pulse, who ceaselessly  upholds h er nam e and 
sp irit and purpose as the inspiration to T . S. work. T h e  A m e ri­
can G eneral S ecretary  and the E n g lish  Mrs. B esant are the lead­
ers of their respedtive Sedtions, and th ey lead avow ed ly  on the 
lines th ey learned from  H . P. B.



D escend to the Branches. T h is  is of necessity  a m atter of 
testim ony. I unhesitatin g ly  say  from  m y own five and a h alf 
years of close co n n exio n  w ith the central office that those 
B ranches are the m ost earnest, adtive, and gro w in g  which clin g  
m ost h eartily  to H . P. B . and keep h er ev er before them  in loyal 
thought and ea g e r serv ice .

D escend fu rth er to individuals. H ere  again  m ust testim ony be 
taken. A n d  here again  I o ffer it in proof that those m em bers of 
the T . S. are  the m ost progressed  in dodtrine and life, the most 
successfu l in T h eosophic w ork, the m ost consecrated in spirit, 
purse, and effort, in exadt proportion as th ey are staunch in devo­
tion to H . P. B ., fearless in h er defence and in tributes to her 
worth, cherish ing her in thought and word as teacher, friend , 
superior, and guide. T h e y  advance precise ly  as th ey  go  closest 
to the footsteps o f the leader.

T h e  converse of all this is eq u ally  true. W here do w e find las­
situde, ind ifference, decay, lifelessness? E xa d tly  w h ere there is 
suspicion, doubt o f H . P. B ., a constant criticism  of her charadter 
and w ays, a fo rgetfu ln ess of her devotion and utter sacrifice of 
self. A s  she is ignored or belittled , a chill settles down upon 
the spirit, and the w ork, like  the prom oter, loses its charm .

N or is there an yth in g  strange, m ysterious in these fadts. H . 
P. B. has h erself proclaim ed that she owed all her Occult advance, 
fau lts and errors notw ithstanding, to one in flexib le , u n varyin g  
habit of h e r  l ife ,— entire devotion to the M aster. H is im age and 
wish w ere in perpetual presence. S im ila rly  we, fa r  below  h er as 
w as she below  H im , m ay look to her. T h e  qualities o f u tter con­
secration , sacrifice o f se lf, adhesion to du ty  and en e rg y  and w ork, 
which she so reso lu tely  m aintained, w ere refledtions from  the 
august H iera rch y  whose servan t and m essen ger she w as because 
she did thus reflect them . A s  we in our m inor m easure do the 
sam e, w e are in sym p ath y  with her as she w as in sym p ath y  with 
T h em . W e appreciate her m erits because w e share them . A  lik e  
spirit, h ow ever feeb le  and im perfedt, adtuates us as it did her, 
and b rin gs both into m agnetic union! W e are all in the sam e ray. 
Devotion to h er is not devotion to a m ere personality, honored and 
elevated  though it is, but to the em bodim ent of a princip le, a 
principle which has its h ighest m anifestation in the M asters and 
which T h e y  valu ed  in h er as should we.

M ore than this. I f  in the sam e ray , we m ay be assured o f the 
same aid. N o g re a ter encouragem ent ever cam e to the So ciety  
from  its unseen prom pters than that in the m essage printed in P ath 
o f A u g u st, 18 9 1. N ote these two sen ten ces: “ W e a lw ays help



those who help us. . . . T h e  hum blest w orker is seen and h elp ed .” 
T h e  sam e reasons which m ade it certain that H . P. B. w as su s­
tained and aided in all her efforts m ake it certain  that w e shall 
be. L iken ess of spirit, sim ilarity  of aim , identity of p urpose,—  
these w ere w hat united H. P. B . to the M asters and ensured her 
T h e ir  support. N ot less so with ourselves as the sam e conditions 
exist. F o r i f  loyal devotion to T h e ir  serv ice gained for h er the 
help T h e y  rejoiced to g ive , loyal devotion to her as T h e ir  servant 
will b rin g to us that help equally  needed and ready, to us as Soci­
ety, Branches, and individuals.

THE SLEEPING SPHERES.
PART I.

ON E  cam e to m e, ca llin g  me out of the form  in which I dw ell, 
and showed m e the sleep ing Spheres.

N ow  the objedt of this M essenger who had com e to me w as to 
m ake clear to m e som e of the hidden th in gs: th ings hidden, I 
m ean, from  the eye o f flesh, y e t not ly in g  so rem ote from  our ken 
if  we only m ake som e mental effort tow ard seeing. A n d  the 
furth er idea appeared to be that if  I wrere to see them , as it w ere 
ob jective ly , though w ith the astral organ of sight, I m ight be able 
to m ake this, the D evachanic State, c learer to the thought of some 
of m y fellow s. F o r the sleep ing Sph eres are D evachanic entities. 
In D evachan we are not yet united w ith the U n k n o w n  S o u r c e . 
H ence the need, on the part of the E go , of form — or container—  
of som e kind. I have chosen here, a rb itrarily  perhaps, the name 
of “ S p h e re ”  for this D evachanic form .

T h ese  Spheres, than w hich there are none m ore beautifu l, do 
not lie in any given  p lace ; they are self-contained ; they h ave con­
dition, but no place. W hen I asked m y Com panion how this 
could really  be so, he pointed out to me that they interpenetrated 
m any other states of m atter, cohering b y  m eans of their own 
vibration , ju st as do all other form s, of w h atever kind and how ­
ever ethereal, throughout the w hole of N ature.

I had passed from  m y body into the air and the a iry  form , and 
from  thence into the ether. A ll  about m e lay  the sleep in g 
Spheres, delicate m ilky film s on the golden ocean of light. E v e r  
and anon a thrill of faintest color trem bled across their deeps, 
and I trem bled too, for it w as given to me to know that these 
color-m otions were, in reality , T h ough ts of profound delight. 
Y e s , these palp itating Sph eres had pure jo y  in th eir own opales­



cent m otions; jo y  as th ey throbbed in the liv in g  ether, and a jo y  
which had great m eaning. T h is  w as plain to even m y under­
standing, w hich at the m om ent w as that of the a iry  body only. (I 
presuppose m y read ers to know even better than m yself, that the 
consciousness o f one body d iffers g re a tly  from  that of another. 
T h is  is true w hether the different bodies are all contained to­
gether in th eir own outer shell, or are  at the tim e separate from  
that tem porary  co ve rin g .)

Im agine, then, that I saw  these radiant shapes, now silvery , 
with a bluish frost upon them , now bloom ing into tints so trans­
lucent that the eye of the soul alone could perceive them , and 
that ev ery  tint w as a T h ought, an experience. T h ese  fa ir  
Th ough ts w ere the dream s of the souls d isengaged  from  earth. 
D ream ing thus, the Sph eres slept. H ow  b lissfu l the dream s! 
F o r those colors w ere both liv in g  L ig h t and In te lligen ce ; each 
color w as T h o u g h t; T h ou gh t of the most exalted  order known to 
the hum an Mind. T h ou gh t qu ivered  through the Spheres, ch an g­
ing th eir C onsciousness; fu sin g  them an ew ; qu ickening their 
h igher L i fe ;  illum ining th eir purer L ig h t, in a world-plane 
whereon L ig h t, L ife , and T h o u g h t are one m agnificent adt of 
Being, and not the triv ia l th ings know n to m ost men in this e v e ry ­
day w orld . E ach  Sp h ere thus becam e m ore and m ore incandes­
cent with this three-fold l i f e ,  and I saw  them  bloom ing and g ro w ­
ing, through this sw eet iris-hued ebb and flow, as a flow er unfolds 
towards g re a ter perfedtion b y m eans of assim ilated sun-light. 
T h e unfoldm ent w as divine, the peace profound. Silence, like a 
brooding m other, covered them o v e r ; it w as only enhanced by an 
occasional soft sem i-tone, the harm onious breath in g of the sleep ­
ing Spheres.

W ould that I need say  no m ore!
Y e t  even w hile I w atched their grac ious B ein g, it becam e p lain  

that, like flow ers, they m ust fade. A lth ou gh  th ey w ere com posed 
of atom s of liv in g  L ig h t, L ig h t that w as itse lf a gran d  C onscious­
ness, yet I soon observed a .m arked change to take place and to 
become prevalen t in all of them. T h is  change w as at first 
exceed ing beautifu l, and consisted of a sligh t rhythm ic motion in 
the atom s of a  Sphere. T h e  atom s danced; liv in g  opals shot 
through with tenderest L igh t. See in g  this, I could but ask m yself, 
“  W hat new  T h o u g h ts are in the dream s of the Spheres ?”  T h is  
motion w as soon im parted to the Sp h eres them selves. T h ey  
trem bled into corruscations of L ig h t and g ra n d ly  awoke. From  
them, thus sw ayin g , issued glories that no tongue m ay nam e, nor 
do w ords contain them. E ach  Sphere thus jo in in g the choral



dance em itted a  choral so n g ; m usic w hose ordained instrum ent is 
the naked so u l; m usic that is v isib le  flam es of sw eetest, intensest 
desire. A ll  m y  b ein g  aw oke into delicious longings in which 
reveren ce had no place. I said to m y Com panion: “  W hat is the 
burden o f this bew itch ing so n g ?”  V e r y  g ra v e ly  he rep lied : “ It 
sin gs of the L ife  of the w orld ” . I wondered to hear him speak 
so so lem nly of w hat g a v e  me so great delight, but when I turned 
again  to the Sph eres I fe lt a new p erp lexity . T h e  accelerated 
m otion had produced colors m ore v iv id , more of the gross and 
solid n ature o f earth y  p ig m e n t; the m usic now shrilled  across the 
eth eric sp aces; there w as in it the strident note of crass em erald, 
the bugle b lare  of b lazing crim son. T h e  Spheres would sleep  no 
m ore. Y e t  I saddened now at th eir b rilliant aw aken in g ; in m y 
in n er heart a deep voice sa id : “ T h is  is the end of all desire ” .

T h e  m usic augm ented in vo lu m e; the aerial dance becam e a 
m ad w hirl to m adder— yet harm onic— sound. T h is  sound m ar­
sh alled  the turbulent atom s at the spheric centers, w here they set 
up tentative efforts tow ards crystallization ,— form . T h ese  efforts 
im peded the spheric motion. Labored , troubled m ovem ents, indic­
ative of troubled Consciousness, set in. T h e  fa ir  T h ought o f the 
S p h eres w as disturbed. Stream s of red fire, stran ge contractive 
motions, throes w hose e v e ry  convulsion m ade the Sp h eres less 
eth erea l, sound w hose e v e ry  note m ade the atom s m ore gross, 
until suddenly the form ative nucleus at the centre shuddered 
forth  into form — a form  which caught only a dim reflection of the 
orig inal L ig h t, a form  which could not ex ist at a ll on the original 
plane of the Spheres. M ust the aw akened Sph eres h ereafter 
b ear that grotesque burden? Suspended there, frin ged  only with 
the gracious spheric hues, gross cause of the dispersal of b eaute­
ous B ein g, still I recognized it, still I w ept as I sa id : “ Com es the 
earth-child thus forth? S u re ly  this is D eath that I h ave w it­
nessed, and not L i fe .”

M y Com panion an sw ered : “ T h at is in truth w h at thou hast 
witnessed. A  death to D evachanic existence, a birth into the m a­
teria l L ife  which thou and th y blinded fellow s call ‘ the w orld 
T h e  form  whose b irth  thou hast seen is but the m odel o f the 
ea rth ly  one w hich it inform s. It  is thy lot to know m ore of this 
m atter o f so-called L ife  and Death. A n oth er tim e I w ill again 
m eet th ee ; thou shalt then undergo som e experience of D eva­
chanic L i fe .”  H e disappeared, leav in g  me in m y ethereal body, 
a d rift  upon the night.

J a s p e r  N ie m a n d .

(  To be continued.)



A PLOT AGAINST THE THEOSOPHICAL  

SOCIETY.

M
A N Y  plots h ave been started  against the T heosophical 

Society, and all of them  h ave failed to accom plish th eir 
objedt,— the destrudtion o f the organization. T h e  latest one, 
still in its early  stages, we now present to the m em bers. It  is  
the produdt of the nature and tem peram ent o f a person not a 
m em ber of the Society, who resides in C alifornia. F o r m any yea rs  
he has been in d u lg ing  in attacks on H. P. B ., and has o f late 
endeavored to spread them  as much as possible, and to som e 
extent they h ave obtained a  little  curren cy in  India.

T h e  form  of these attacks is an attem pt to show that H. P. B. took 
nearly  all she has w ritten  from  books published b y  other persons. 
Isis Unveiled has received  considerable attention in this w ay, and 
much labor and pains w ere devoted to show ing how m any th ings 
which she has said in that book m ay be found in other books, it 
being m eantim e w ell known to the m em bers o f the Society  that 
she did not h ave  these other books in h er possession. A n oth er 
method pursued is to show, if  possible, inconsistencies in the 
w ritings of theosophists. F o r  instance, in one case an attem pt 
to prove that we have g iven  out at various tim es the dodtrine that 
there are sixteen  m ore or less astral bodies in the hum an being. 
T h is  is o f course nonsensical, and is probab ly  an idea acquired 
from  superficial read ing and confounding o f the various aspedts 
or pow ers o f the astral body.

But now the Secret Doctrine is to be taken up and an attem pt 
m ade to show that it is a p lagiarism  from  begin n in g to end, and 
then the projedt is— though we do not certa in ly  know  w here the 
capital is to com e from — to spread the results in published form  
all over India. T h e  w ork to be accom plished in this w ay it is  
supposed w ill dam age the Society  by  dam aging the reputation of 
the author of the Secret Doctrine. A m o n g other th ings proposed, 
is to show that the Secret Doctrine w as not “ precip itated .”  T h is  
w ill be very  easy, because it is a  w ell-know n fadt that it w as 
w ritten b y hand, and no one but ill-in form ed and in jud icious 
theosophists would assert that it w as precip itated  in any sense 
w hatever.

T h ere  is some likelihood that sligh t assistance w ill be rendered 
by one or two disaffedted persons in India, who in the past h ave



aided in sp read in g  sim ilar attacks w hich have been published in 
sp iritualistic  journals. From  tim e to tim e w e m ay be able to 
present fu rth er plans and purposes of this brigade o f p lotters for 
the inform ation of theosophists in advance. T h e  plotters expert 
this to hurt the Society, but theosophists should know  that no­
th in g can h urt it i f  th ey rem ain loyal to their convictions, if  they 
endeavor to understand theosophic philosophy, if th ey avoid per­
sonalities and confine them selves, as w as su ggested  b y  one of 
the A d ep ts long ago, to a philosophical and ethical propaganda 
designed to benefit the m oral nature of the com m unity in w hich a 
Theosophist m ay live. N o plot can p reva il against this. B ut we 
h ave thought it w ell, on beh alf of the conspirators, to publish 
this notice as a prelim inary’ to fu rth er details when the tim e is 
ready.

REGARDING ISLAMISM.

T H E  conversion to the religion  of the Prophet M oham m ed of 
A lexan d er R u sse ll W ebb, F. T . S ., and his estab lish ing in 

N ew  Y o rk  a paper devoted to Islam ism , together with his lectures 
on the subjedt, have caused a great deal o f attention to be g iven  
to M oham m edanism . Bro. W ebb is still a m em ber of the Society, 
w ith an interest in its progress, and this is another illustration o f 
the broadness of our platform . B n t he says that it has surprised 
him  to find the m em bers in general p ay in g  sligh t re g a rd  to the 
life  o f the Prophet, his say in g s and his relig ion , as one o f our 
objedts calls fo r the study of all religions. In  India he found 
m any fo llow ers o f the Prophet in our B ranches, and am ong them  
m uch know ledge o f fo rm erly  so-called esoteric dodtrines, which 
are com mon to all religions. T h a t such w ould be the case must 
h ave long ago  been evident to those w ho have read the adm irable 
articles which w ere printed som e yea rs  ago in the P a t h  upon 
Sufi poetry, as the Sufis re a lly  p reserve  the inner dodtrines of 
Islam . But it is natural that the re lig ion  of M oham m ed has not 
received  from  W estern people v e ry  g re a t consideration. T h ey  
ju d g e  it in the m ass, and not from  som e of its teachings. T h e  
W est has developed its social system  and its re lig ious b e lie f on 
its own lines, and h av in g  seen that m any of the fo llow ers o f the 
Proph et are polygam ists, which is contrary to W estern notions, 
the entire Islam ic system  has been condem ned on that ground, 
both in a social and re lig ious sense.



T h e best M oham m edans say  that the Prophet did not teach 
polygam y, but only perm itted it in case a man could treat m any 
w ives in exadtly  the sam e w ay in ev ery  respedt that he could one. 
A lthough over against this the Prophet h im self had but one w ife, 
and w as in fadt a celibate, it w as quite natural that his follow ers 
should lib era lly  construe w hat he said on the subjedt and take 
unto th em selves as m any w ives as th eir m eans perm itted. T h is  
is hum an nature, and would probably be the result to-day in the 
W est if  our people placed reliance on the words of a T e ach e r who 
had m ade a sim ilar statem ent.

T h e  w ords of the K oran  upon the subjedt o f po lygam y, as g iven  
b y  Mr. W ebb, a re :

“ A n d if  ye  are appreh ensive that y e  shall not deal fa ir ly  with 
orphans, then o f other wom en who seem  good in your eyes, m arry  
but two, or three, or fo u r ; i f  ye  still fea r  that y e  shall not act 
equitab ly, then one on ly .— Koran, Su ra  IV , verse j . ”

T h e  n ext prom inent conception held by W estern people about 
the M oham m edans is that th ey have forced an acceptance o f th eir 
doctrines. W e h ave such stories as that th ey carried  sw ord in one 
hand and the K oran  in the other, com pelling people to accept the 
book under th reat o f the sw ord ; that th ey burned books contain­
in g m atter other than that in the K oran , on the ground that i f  it 
it was in the K oran  the books w ere unnecessary, and if  it w as not 
in the K o ran  the books w ere w rong and should b e burned. But 
the discip les of the Prophet assert that he n ever taught any such 
thing, and point to m uch learn in g  on the part of the M oham m ed­
ans in the past. D oubtless these discip les are righ t, but w e know 
that m any M oham m edans tried to coerce people, and that there is 
som e foundation for the story  in respedt to destrudtion o f that 
which w as not found in the K oran . F o r  these reasons the W est 
has been opposed to Islam ism  w ithout re a lly  know ing much about 
it. T h e  religion  has been ju dged  by the proceedings o f its fo l­
low ers. S im ila r ch arges m ight be m ade against Christian  peoples, 
who notoriously both in d ivid u ally  and as nations are in the habit 
of go in g  diredtly contrary to the com m ands o f th eir Founder.

A  student o f these subjedts, then, com es to consider lastly  the 
cla im s o f Islam ism  on philosophical and re lig iou s grounds, and 
n aturally  asks the question w heth er it has an y better philosophy 
than an y other relig ion , and if  its religion  is supported b y  a cor- 
redt philosophy. I f  it be found that the truths g iven  out b y  the 
Prophet w ere know n and w ritten  dow n before his tim e, then w h y 
should the W estern student turn to the la ter relig ion , the produdt 
o f a m ore or less undeveloped people, when he m ay go to the



original from  which it undoubtedly cam e? A n d if  in that original 
we can find broader and m ore definite expositions of cosmogene- 
sis and anthropogenesis, w e m ay v e ry  p roperly  use Islam ism  to 
illustrate  the Theosophic truism  that one s in g le  truth is the basis 
upon which all relig ions stand, but we are not necessarily  obliged 
to adopt it to the exclusion  o f an yth in g  else.

Islam ism  seem s to m any to exa6t a b elie f in a God, and the 
conception of a God dem ands that that bein g shall be separate 
from  those who believe in him . T h is  v iew  does not appeal to 
m any W estern Theosophists, because they assert that th ere can 
be no God different or separate  from  man. In  the R ig  Veda of 
the B rah m ans there are as grand, and some think gran der, con­
ceptions o f God and nature, as can be found in an y Islam ic book. 
I f  the two are equal in this regard , then the R ig  Veda, being 
adm ittedly the e ld er, m ust have the first place by reason o f a g e ; 
but if  the R ig  Veda and the philosophy gro w in g  out of it are 
broader and gran d er than the other, then for th at reason it must 
be m ore acceptable.

T h e  five fundam ental precepts of Islam  are g iven  in the Ency­
clopedia Britannica , as fo llow s:

F irs t, Confession of the U nity of G od; second, stated prayer; th ird ,  alms­
givin g ; fo u r th , the fast of R am ad an ; f i f th , observance of the festival of 
Mecca.

In  the latest E n g lish  publication on the subject, Mr. W ebb says:

Orthodox Mohammedanism m ay be divided into six heads: F irs t, faith in
God, the one God, the creator of all things, who alw ays was and ever will be, 
the single, immutable, omniscient, omnipotent, all-merciful, eternal God ; 
second, faith in angels, ethereal beings perfect in form and radiant in beauty, 
without sex, free from all gross or sensual passion and the appetites and infirm­
ities of all frail hu m an ity; th ird , belief in the Koran as a book of Divine 
revelation, given at various times to Mohammed by God or through the Angel 
Gabriel; fo u r th ,  belief in God’s prophets, the most preeminent of whom were 
Adam , Noah, Abraham , Moses, Jesus, and Mohammed; f i f th , belief in the 
resurrection and final judgm ent, when all mankind shall appear before God, 
who will reward or punish them according to the deeds they have done on earth ; 
sixth, belief in predestination, or the inability of man to avoid, b y  any act of his 
own, the destiny irrevocably predetermined by God and written down in the 
eternal book previous to the creation of the world.

T h e  re lig ion  of the Proph et contains, in com mon with all other 
religions, a secret do6trine which is the sam e as that found in 
those d ifferently  nam ed. A s  refered  to above, the Sufis taught 
a ve ry  h igh  kind o f m ysticism , but not any h igh er than th at of 
the H indus, nor an y different from  the m ysticism  o f the C h rist­
ians, both of ea rly  and later tim es. T h e y  taught union with G od; 
so do the H indu and the C hristian. T h e y  spoke of th eir w ife and



their m istress and th eir concubines or h ou ris; so do mediaeval 
alchem ists, and m any of the Indian Y o g is  speak in a sim ilar 
s tra in ; so that in w h atever direction w e turn it is found that 
there is no substantial difference betw een Islam ism  and an y other 
religion  except in respedt to age, and it is re a lly  the youngest of 
all, excep tin g  perhaps the later C hristian  developm ent found 
am ong the M orm ons of A m erica  or L a tte r-d ay  Saints. In fadt, 
som e W estern  T h eosophists h ave said that it w ould be ju st as w ell 
to accept M orm onism  as Islam ism , since the teachings are iden­
tical and the pradtices are also. T h e  M orm ons say  that po lygam y 
is not taught, but th ey  pradtice i t ; th ey h ave their m ysticism , 
their prophecy, th eir various kinds of fren zy, and am ong them 
are m any extrao rd in ary  exam ples of prevision , n otab ly  with 
B righ am  Y o u n g , the second prophet.

A m erican s m ight be inclined, if  th ey w ere about to m ake a 
change, to accept th eir own natural produdt in preference to an 
A rab ian  one. C erta in ly  in regard  to m orality , honesty, thrift, 
tem perance, and such virtues, the M orm ons stand as w ell as the 
fo llow ers of the Prophet M oham m ed. B u t as we know little 
about true Islam ism , a  carefu l consideration o f it w ill no doubt add 
to our know ledge and broaden our conceptions, since it m ust end 
in our see in g  once m ore that none of the relig ions of the day are 
true ones, but that a single body of truth u n derlyin g them all 
must be the religion  of the future. H a d j i  E r i n n .

HE following excellent remarks are probably the oldest in the world 
upon the vice of gambling. They are found in R ig  Veda, x, 34. It
is admitted that these Vedic hymns are anterior to the time of Homer 

and Hesiod. The Hindus claim an antiquity for them which carries us back 
thousands upon thousands of years prior to the oldest date allowed by Euro­
pean Orientalists. Those who have a theosophical acquaintance with the 
Vedas will incline to the estimate of the Hindus, inasmuch as European opin­
ion is constantly altering on the subject, and besides has not had quite a 
century of experience in which to form itself. Muir says these hymns were 
composed certainly 1000 years before our era, but that is too ridiculously low 
an estimate and will have erelong to be revised upon further proofs and dis­
coveries. The present hymn is given as showing what was then thought of 
gambling.

T h e  tum bling airborn produdts* of the g re a t V ib h id aka  tree 
d e ligh t m e as th ey continue to roll upon the dice-board. T h e  
e x c itin g  dice seem  to m e like a  draught o f the som a-plant grow in g  
on M ount M iyavat. M y w ife  never quarrelled  w ith m e nor de-

RIG-VEDA ON GAMBLING.

• T h e  seeds of th e  tre e  used  fo r dice.



pised m e ; she w as kind to m e and to m y friends. B ut I fo r the 
sake of the partial dice have spurned m y devoted spouse. My 
m other-in-law  detests m e, m y w ife  re je fts  me. In m y need I find 
no com forter.

I cannot d iscover what is the enjoym ent of the gam b ler any 
m ore than I can perceive w hat is the happiness of a worn-out hack 
horse. O thers p ay court to the w ife o f the man whose w ealth is 
coveted b y the im petuous dice. H is father, m other, brothers cry 
out, “ W e know nothing o f h im ; take him  aw ay bound! ”

W hen I resolve not to be torm ented b y them because I am 
abandoned b y m y friends who w ithd raw  from  me, yet as soon as 
the brown dice, when they are thrown, m ake a rattlin g  sound I 
hasten to their rendezvous like a wom an to h er param our. T h e 
gam ester com es to the assem bly  g lo w in g  in body, ask ing h im self 
“ Shall I w in ? ”  T h e  dice inflam e his desire b y m aking o ver his 
w innings to his opponent. H ooking, piercing, deceitfu l, v e x a ­
tious, deligh tin g to torm ent, the dice dispense transient g ifts  and 
again  ruin the w in n e r; they appear to the gam b ler covered with 
honey. T h e ir  troop of fifty-three disports itself, itse lf disposing 
m en ’s destinies like the God S ava tri w hose ordinances n ever fail. 
T h e y  bow  not before the w rath  of the fiercest. T h e  k in g  h im self 
m akes obeisance to them . T h e y  roll dow nw ard, th ey bound up­
w ard. H avin g  no hands they overcom e him  who has. T h ese 
celestial coals when thrown on the dice-board scorch the heart 
though cold them selves.

T h e  destitute w ife of the gam ester is distressed, and so too is the 
m other of a son who goes she know s not w hither. In  debt and 
seek in g a fte r  m oney the gam b ler approaches w ith trepidation the 
houses of other people at n ight. It  vexes the gam ester to see his 
own w ife  and then to observe the w ives and h appy hom es of 
others. In the m orning he yokes the brown horses— the d ice ; 
by  the tim e when the fire goes out he has sunk into a degraded 
w retch. H e who is the general o f your board, the first k in g  of 
you r troop, to him I stretch  forth m y ten fingers to the east in re­
verence. I do not re je ft  w ealth , but I declare that which is right 
when I sa y :

N ever p lay  with d ice ; practice h usb an d ry ; re jo ice in thy pros­
p erity , esteem ing it sufficient. B e  satisfied w ith th y cattle and 
thy wife, the god advises.

O dice, be frien d ly  to us and no m ore bew itch  us p ow erfu lly  
w ith your influence. L e t  your w rath and h ostility  abate: let
others than we be subject to the fetters of the brown ones, the 
dice.



T e a  T a b u ; T a-US-
THE TALE OF THE FIRST COMPANION.

T H E R E  is a land but little  known to men. T h ere , at a point 
w here several roads crossed, three travellers, all jou rn eyin g  
to the sam e goal but by different roads, m et and sat down 

to rest. T h e y  w ere com panions, though they had n ever met 
before.

A fte r  a tim e, the youngest o f these trave llers  said to the e ld est: 
“  B rother, h ave you ought to tell us of the place w here the unseen 
is seen?”

T h e  old m an lifted his head, h is eyes burning b righ tly  under 
his sh a g g y  eyebrow s.

“ I t  is the place of darkness w here th ings are m ade visib le  ” , he 
replied. “  L a st  n ight I saw  there the A n g el of the F lam es ” .

“  W ho is he ?”  asked the others.
“  H e is one who stands w here the upper heavens divide from  the 

low er heavens, at the point w here the m anifested w orld 
begins. A b o ve  all is the one D ark, the T rian g le  of 
which, the point only is from  tim e to tim e 
seen. T hen  com es the great T ria n g le  of the 
U p per W orld (fig. 1 ) :  below that the lower, 
the earth triangle, opens out (fig. 2): and the 

two together m ake one (fig. 3 ) ; but they disappear, one 
into the other (fig. 1) when th ey m eet the D ark (fig. 2);

for then the two m anifested T rian g le s, the upper and 
the low er, becom e one. T h e  earth one g lid es over and
becom es the outer fa c e ; the heaven one passes b e­
neath and becom es the inner side. B ut that is in the 
H ereafter. M eantim e there are the two, 
thus ” — and he drew  the figure (fig. 3) again  
in the sand. “ H ere the upper and low er 
m anifested touch. Down from  the upper 
h eaven  come the flam es, the lines, su rg in g  

down along the rays. T h u s is the real figure (fig. 4).
A t the point there is a vortex, and there stands the A n g e l
of the F lam es, w ith draw n sword. A s  the flam es come down

to enter into m anifestation, it is through the v o r­
tex  they m ust pass before com ing w here the low er 
T ria n g le  opens out— the low er world. T h is  is as it is 
then ” . H e drew  again , m akin g this figure (fig. 5). 
“ A t the point m arked ‘ V  ’ the A n gel of the F lam es is 
seen to stand. A s  the flam es, the souls, com e dow n­
w ards, som e shudder at sigh t of the vortex  and would 
turn back. O thers would fly off into the fu rth er boun­
daries, undeterred by “ T h e  R in g  P a ss -N o t” , which 
flam es, indeed, m ay overpass. B ut there is the A n gel. 
H e stretches forth his sword, he gu id es the flam es into 

the v o rte x ; they m ust descend, and, descending, they becom e

Fi'xr. 4.



creatures and beings in the low er m anifested w orld , according to 
th eir nature and according to th eir pow er. W hence, O Com pan­
ions, h ave th ey that nature and that p o w er?”

“ From  K a rm a ,”  answ ered the others. T h en  all these Com pan­
ions saluted the nam e of the Law .

T h e  aged one con tin u ed :
“ T h u s pass the flam es d o w n w ard ; som e tre m b lin g ly ; som e slow ly 

but s u re ly ; others w ith hesitation and w a v e r in g ; and a few  with 
a  fierce sw ift splendor. A ll  m ust travel the w ays o f the low er 
world, all m ust enter the vortex  and, em erg in g  therefrom , must 
pass through ev ery  form  of L ife , conquering all, ere  they mount 
the further side— the unseen side— of the low er trian g le  and 
return to the upper heavens as gods. T h e  A n gel is the agen t of the 
L a w . T h e  descending flam es are g iven  o ver to his gu id an ce; 
th ey m ust obey. B ut those who ascend are g re a ter than h e ; they 
are the conquerors; he salu tes them  as they p ass; he is blown 
backw ards b y  the velocity  of th eir u pw ard  flight. T h e  passage 
to the upper heavens is the rig h t of the F lam e-Sou ls w ho have 
becom e men and have achieved perfection. ”

“  H ow  looked this A n g el?  ”  the youngest Com panion asked. 
“ L ik e  a colum n of w hite fire, state ly  and g lo rio u s; his sword 

w as a seven-tongued, seven-colored flam e, shooting forth like an 
A u rora  of the N orth. H is countenance w as not a face at a ll ; it 
w as an E y e  of deep, dark  g lo r y ; he w as not as men are, but as 
flam ing souls are seen to be in the w orld of souls. ”

T h e  third Com panion spoke:
“ W hy w as this pow er g iven  unto him ? Is  not K a rm a  en ou gh ?” 
Salu tin g, the aged tra v e lle r  an sw ered:
“ T h e  L a w  is A ll. B ut m anifested agents m ust be had as its 

vehicles in m anifested worlds. T h ere  m ust be a focus. A s  there 
is a vortex, w h ereb y m om entum  is attained, so there is a guide, 
b y  whom direction is m aintained. U nderstand this, how ever, if 
you c a n : the vortex  and the guide are one thing. A t  that point 
there is but one pow er, in two form s, to be understood of men. 
One form  is the vortex, the other form  is the A n gel of the F la m e s; 
both are sym bols o f the one unseen force resid in g at that point 
and re ign in g within the R in g .”

T h e  Com panions said no m ore, but all m editated together.
J u l i u s .

T i t e r a r y  ] \ ] o t e 5  .
T h e  T h e o s o p h i c  T h i n k e r  has been started in Bellary, India, by Bro. R. 

Jagannathiah, and was briefly noticed last month. It deals largely with 
Puranic lore, and discusses everything from the Hindu or Aryan standpoint, 
from which its founder thinks it has a claim upon theosophists for help, in all 
parts of the world, as the Hindus are so poor. The subscription price is very 
small, being but two rupees a year, with extra postage abroad. Those who



wish to forward a good object may very well subscribe. In detail, its objects 
are to show that there is a scientific basis in the Puranas, to show that those 
and the Indian literature deal with and give expression to the teachings of 
the Secret D octrine, to reconcile the teachings of the Puranas with those of 
H. P. B. We hope that the magazine will have a success. .

T h e  R a m a y a n a  o f  T u l s i  D a s ,  translated from the original Hindi by F. S. 
Growse, and for a long time out of print, has been reprinted by pundit Kun- 
dan-Lal and other members of the Fatehgarh T. S. in India. There are three 
volumes of about 250 pages each, paper bound, and the price for the three, 
which may be ordered from T h e  P a t h ,  is $1.50. The translation has been 
commended by competent reviewers as being faithful and animated. This 
R a m ayana  is the one which is more popular and more honored by the people 
of the north-western provinces of India than the Bible by corresponding clas­
ses in Europe or America. The other R am ayana  is in Sanscrit by Valmiki, 
and this was written in the vernacular. It has been asserted by certain Indian 
writers that the sage who wrote the Sanscrit R am ayana  reincarnated as the 
author of this under the name of Tulsi Das. However that may be, the poem 
has the greatest repute in India, and it would well repay theosophists who like 
to inquire into Indian religious books to have this R a m ayana , as it is in a very 
convenient form. Purchasers of the work will also benefit the publishers, who 
have been at considerable expense in getting this book out. All orders should 
be sent to T h e  P a t h ,  on the understanding that there may be a slight delay 
in filling them in consequence of having to send to India for the book. A copy 
of this work has been put in each of the three libraries at Headquarters. .

R e i n c a r n a t i o n ,  by Dr. Jerome A. Anderson. The appearance of so thor­
ough a treatise by the ablest Theosophical writer in the American Section is 
an epoch. Perhaps it is unfortunate that the title should not have varied from 
that of the works by E. D. Walker and Mrs. Besant, as confusion may occur, 
but the book itself is worthy to rank with them. Its Introduction is on “ The 
Nature and Origin of the Soul” ; and the fourteen chapters are: The Physiol­
ogical Evidence of the Existence of the Soul; The Psychological Evidence of 
the Existence of the Soul; The Evolution of the Soul; The Individualization 
of the Soul; Reincarnation—Philosophic and Logical Evidence; Reincarna­
tion—the Scientific Evidence; The Composite Nature of the Soul; The Rein­
carnating Ego; The Personality; Post-Mortem States of Consciousness; 
Hypnotism and the Human Soul; Objections to Reincarnation; Karma; Eth- 
cal Conclusions. Dr. Anderson's treatment is that of an educated thinker 
skilled in science and its methods, and he exacts and furnishes the rigorous 
proof indispensable to an analyst, a scientist, and a logician. Advancing only 
from point to point as each is demonstrated, the whole work has a flavor of 
certainty, and the most crisp and felicitous illustrations illuminate the succes­
sive propositions. Most of the treatise is admirably clear, parts of Chapter 
vi being possibly the only exception, and most of it is abundantly convincing. 
Yet this perhaps cannot be said of the first half of the second paragraph on 
page 104; nor of the assertion on page 126, “ There is no pure matter in the 
Cosmos, as there is also no pure spirit ” ; nor of the position on page 134 that 
a brutal and sensual body proclaims that the Higher Ego has need to evolve 
opposite qualities, therefore calling for all our sympathy instead of aversion: 
“ It is as though we were to turn shudderingly away from a pure, saintly pris­
oner because the cell in which he is confined is loathsome”. But how does



this comport with the first sentence of the paragraph: “ It is thus apparent 
that man's soul and body are each the exact complement [not antipodes] of 
the other"! "Casual" on page 172 should be “ causal”. Among the noblest 
parts of the book are pages 156, 214-218, and the treatment of Ethics. A beau­
tiful spirit of tenderness and devotion and geniality and hope shines through 
the whole work, and nothing is truer and sweeter than this: “ Altruism is the 
law; compassion, the means; self-sacrifice, the surety, of existence upon the 
stable spiritual planes of being. (Cloth, $ 1 . 0 0 ,  paper, 50 cents.)—[A. F.J

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S i f t i n g s ,  Vol. vi, No. 4, is on “ Theosophy and Modern Sci­
ence", by H. T. Edge. It succinctly states what are the inadequacies of pres­
ent science ( a )  its materialism, (b )  its method by induction, ( c )  its divorce from 
the religious element of human thought; analyzes the “ working hypothesis”, 
and shows the contradictions in the Atomic Theory. One quotation from Stallo 
is particularly fine. The article is valuable because analytically explaining why 
Theosophy is so cool towards scientific thought, and because giving fact instead 
of mere denunciation. A reprint from the Theosophist, “ The Symbolism in 
Yagna", follows, and contains much instruction.—[A. F.J

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S i f t i n g s ,  Vol. vi, No. 5 , gives a lecture before the Adelphi 
Lodge T .  S .  by Sapere Aude upon “ Death". It states nothing which has not 
been often stated before, and is not really an addition to our literature, but it is 
well done, in particular the last paragraph on page 7 and on page 8. Two ar­
ticles are reprinted from the Theosophist, neither of much consequence.— 
[A. F.J

M a y  L u c i f e r .  “ On the Watch-Tower” is even more interesting than usual. 
Mr. Mead concludes his paper upon “ Nirvana”, which, though not perhaps 
altogether intelligible, is erudite and profound. “ The Dream of Ravan" is 
styled “ a mystery”, and there does seem difficulty in conceding to it any 
meaning. A treasure to real Theosophists is the little article of eighteen lines 
called “ Gurus and Chelas" by a Hindu chela. Condensed in it are thoughts 
and facts which are invaluable, touchstones for correction of many a miscon­
ception and error. Mr. John M. Pryse makes a delightful contribution on 
“ Reality in Personal Theosophy”, one of those sensible, sound, practical ex­
positions, luminous through anecdote and illustration, which clear up things 
puzzling to many Theosophists and teach lessons salutary for all. Mrs. Besant's 
“ Death—and After?” concludes with close analysis and exposition of the 
various possible communications between the earth and other spheres. Mr. 
Mead begins a review of Max Muller’s “ Theosophy or Psychological Religion" 
-[A . F.]

M a y  T h e o s o p h i s t .  “ Old Diary Leaves XIV" begins a careful analysis of 
the various possible modes in which Isis U nveiled  might have been produced 
by H. P. B., seven being suggested and the last two considered. One cannot 
yet forecast the one favored by Col. Olcott, but the whole discussion is absorb­
ingly interesting and raises intricate questions in psychology. No doubt verbal 
slips and mnemonic lapses are part of the problem in that complex personality, 
and they have to be considered even when proffered less as a contribution to 
the problem than as a warning against the undiluted reverence of disciples. 
No such danger is exemplified in the “ Leaves". Mr. E. Desikacharya treats 
severally the “ Aphorisms on Karma” given in March L u c ife r  and P a t h ,  

judging them too familiar in Hindu literature to merit publication as novel.



“ Sorcery Media;val and Modern”, by W. R. Old, is somewhat confused at 
first, but becomes both readable and instructive after the first page.—[A. F.]

T h e o s o p h y  a n d  S c h o o i .h o y s  is an earnest adjuration by O . L. Sarma of 
Madanapalle that Indian F. T. S . ,  by Branches or as individuals, provide The­
osophical schools for the neglected children of that country. This he urges as 
a conformity to H. P. B's wishes and teachings.

M r s .  A n n i e  B e s a n t 's  “ Death—and After?", originally appearing as a 
serial in L u c ife r , is now issued as Theosophical M a n u a l No. j .  It is a popu­
lar exposition of post-m ortem  states, according to the Esoteric Philosophy now 
known as Theosophy; a map of the country that lies on the further side of the 
gateway of Death, and a description of its inhabitants. It sketches the views 
of the persistence of the soul held by many nations; the perishable and the 
imperishable parts of man; body, soul, and spirit; the fate of the body; life 
in death; Death an unrobing of the soul; the moment of death; the astral 
double; the astral corpse; the region called Kama Loka, the world of spooks, 
elementaries, and elementals; communications between inhabitants of Kama 
Loka and persons on earth; the length of stay in Kama Loka of the disem­
bodied soul; the fate of suicides and of persons suddenly killed; earth- 
walkers; shells; Devachan, or paradise; “ illusion” ; the life there the real 
life; effect of earth-life on life in Devachan; working out in Devachan of 
spiritual and moral causes; the soul in Devachan surrounded by all it loves; 
Death separates bodies, not souls; love has its roots in Eternity; the return 
to Earth; Nirvana; communications between the earth and other spheres; 
different classes of communications. (The P a t h ;  cloth, 35 cents.)

Mr. C l a u d e  F. W r i g h t ' s  7heosophy; a P o p u la r  E xposition , which the 
publisher who bought it agreed to issue in May, 1S92, has undergone delay 
after delay, been in the hands of three different printers, suffered from elec­
trotypers, and has now received its coup de g ra ce  by the publisher’s failure in 
business. He had always claimed that “ the devil was in the book”, it being 
the habit of publishers, as of other men, to seek any other explanation than 
personal incompetency or sloth. It is unfortunate for the T.S. that it should 
be involved in the publisher's Karma, but, alas, how often such things happen!

Mr. W. T. S t e a d ,  the famous editor of the R eview  o f  R eview s, has pro­
jected a quarterly magazine called B orderland , to be devoted to the study of 
phenomena now called "supernatural”. Mr. Stead has recently given great 
thought to problems and experiments of an occult nature, and now wishes a 
more thorough, systematized, and continuous investigation by regular classes 
who shall tabulate and report results. Valuable assistance has been procured 
from two skilled students, and B o rd erla n d  will chronicle the more important 
developments, adding a character sketch and a monograph on some branch of 
occult science. The first issue will be in July, and succeeding ones every 
quarter thereafter. Single numbers will be eighteen pence.

T h e  M o s le m  W o r l d ,  Mr. Alex. R. Webb’s periodical devoted to the inter­
ests of the American Islamic Propaganda, issued its first number in May. It is 
of sixteen large pages, with admirable type and paper, its first page giving a 
fine picture of the Cathedral Mosque at Agra, India. Various articles expound 
and defend Islamism, correct misconceptions, and show the moral contrast 
between it and Christianity. Very interesting is the description of its mission 
as elaborated in the “ Salutatory” ; and the article “ The Islamic Propaganda”



gives the system of work contemplated, part of it being a free library and 
reading-room at 458 W. 20th St., N. Y. C. Later will be established free lect­
ures by Indian, Egyptian, and Turkish Missionaries, as well as weekly discus­
sions upon doctrinal and historical subjects. It does not appear probable that 
any large turning to Mahomedanism will occur in this country and in this age, 
but it is certainly very nice to see the missionary business reversed. A mosque 
on Fifth Ave. and a muezzin summoning to Friday prayers would be one of 
the most delicious spectacles outside of P unch .—[A. F.]

M r .  W i l l i a m  Q .  J c d g e ’ s O c f .a n » o f  T h e o s o p h y  was issued early in June. 
It is a very neat book of 154 pages, printing and binding excellent Its great 
merit is the extraordinary number of Theosophical topics compactly brought 
together in so small a space, the analyzed Table of Contents of the seven­
teen chapters being astonishing. A Preface of one page states in the most 
straight-forward way why certain subjects receive no treatment and why a 
tone of conviction as to others is used, but disclaims either authority or origi­
nality, proclaiming that no reader is a less good Theosophist because he dis­
agrees from some positions, and that the book but hands on matter taught to 
the author and verified to him. Very many questions uprising as the student 
advances in reading receive here a clue to settlement, and he cannot but per­
ceive that the book has behind it a lengthened tuition and a nearness to teach­
ers which impart a very different quality from that in ordinary Theosophical 
literature. And it is entirely possible that the passages which do not now 
secure assent may do so in measure when readers shall have reached the stage 
of the author. At all events, it is well to see them thus presented and so 
strong an impulsion given to thought on topics of such moment and influence. 
Nobody can read the work without being instructed, and few can read it once 
without the purpose to do so again. A misprint on page seventy of "years 
ago” for “A. D." wrongly dates the Council of Constantinople, but the correct 
date is given on page sixty-four. ( T h e  P a t h ;  cloth $1.00, paper 50 cents.)— 
[A. F.]

M r .  E d u a r d  H e r r m a n n ,  member of the Aryan T. S., New York, has per­
formed for the Cause the great service of translating into German H. P .  B's 
K ey to Theosophy. It makes a book of about 220 pages, the print being not­
iceably clear. At present it is only furnished in paper covers, and the price 
($2.00) seems therefore somewhat high, but no better arrangement could be 
made with the Leipzig publisher. The introduction into the German world 
of so inportant a book is a notable matter, one for which the T. S. may well 
feel grateful to Bro. Herrmann. Copies may be ordered through the P a t h .

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S i f t i n g s ,  Vol. VI, No- 6, is a wise reprint of two important 
articles by H, P. B. in L u c ife r  upon “ Psychic and Noetic Action”. There 
are a few places where the thought is somewhat confused or at all events not 
quite clear, and it is hardly possible that pneum a  can be properly translated 
“ Mind", but otherwise these papers are of great value, distinguishing the 
personal from the individual in man, treating of memory and of mediums, 
giving clue to the settlement of many questions encountered by students.— 
[A. F.J

T h e o s o p h y ,  by G. H. Pember, is a solemn effort to show that the ancient 
Mysteries and modern Theosophy were devised by a personal Satan, who also 
anticipated the fulfilment of genuine prophecy by arranging a parody in the



case of Buddha. Of course the notion itself and the twisted Bible texts used 
to support it are deliciously comic, and one does not quite understand why the 
Father of Lies should have invented for his own benefit so sternly moral and 
devotional a system as the Theosophic; but to a true Evangelical logic and 
humor are mere carnal phrases. Yet Mr. Pember is of value in this,—that he 
repeatedly proclaims the astonishing advance of Theosophy in the West, using 
that fact as clear proof of the near approach of Antichrist and of doomsday, 
when all but a small coterie of the friends of Jehovah will be engulfed in a 
precipice “ from the abysmal depths of which the groans of their blasted com­
panions ascend”. Not bad that, though still short of the graphic power of 
Tertullian!—[A. F.J

JV\irror °f the A\pVe rr\en t.
T he T heosophical Congress a t  Chicago. The provisional programme for 

the discussions at the Congress of the Society at the World’s Fair has been 
made out with the following nine main heads;—ist, Theosophy Defined; 2d, 
Theosophy Historically Considered; 3d, The Philosophy and Psychology of 
Theosophy; 4th, Theosophy the Underlying Truth of all the World’s Scrip­
tures and Religions; 5th, The Theosophic Movement in its Organized Life; 
6th, Theosophy and Modern Social Problems; 7th, Theosophy and Modern 
Religious Problems; 8th, Theosophy and Ethics; 9th, Theosophy and Science. 
Under each of these main heads there are subheads, those under No. 3 being 
eleven in number. The main heads are intended to cover the whole field; the 
sub-topics will be assigned to speakers as shall appear judicious, and not neces­
sarily in the order given. The whole length of the time for discussion will be 
from eight to ten hours. The Congress will be on the fifteenth and sixteenth 
of September, and Mrs. Besant has promised to attend as well as others from 
abroad. The General Secretary would like to be notified by members who 
have not received a copy of the first bulletin.

The Chapin Affair newly illustrates the astonishing hold Theosophy has 
upon the press. Miss Lizzie Chapin of Brooklyn, for ten years teacher in an 
unsectarian day-school in New York, zealous, successful, and popular, was dis­
missed by the Directors because a Theosophist. Miss Chapin had never dis­
solved her connection with the Presbyterian Church or taught Theosophy to 
the children, and her membership in the T. S. only casually became known. 
On the following day e ig h t of the New York morning papers contained arti­
cles on the subject, some over a column long and that of the Times being given 
the first place on the first page. The next day’s issues followed up the matter, 
reporters called at the New York and the Brooklyn Headquarters, interviewing 
also the Directors and a Reverend spy, and the P ress  printed a cartoon of a 
pillory wherein stood Dr. Briggs and Miss Chapin, each bearing a placard an­
nouncing the offense. Miss Chapin's portrait was also given by the papers. 
Two other teachers who are Theosophists notified the Board of their own lia­
bility to dismissal. Miss Chapin claims the salary due her on the broken con­
tract, the journals state that Col. Ingersoll is to conduct her suit, editorials and 
private letters pour contempt on the Directors, and—worst of all to those 
“ Christian” women!—the enormous publicity given to the case is throwing a



halo around Theosophy and bringing the “ disciples of Christ” into dis­
repute. If the friends of Theosophy had planned together some scheme by 
which it might be given immense gratuitous advertisement and orthodox intol­
erance made to appear contemptible and ridiculous, they could hardly have 
devised anything equal to this. And yet the orthodox furnish it freely, delight 
in their “ zeal for Thine house", and only begin to quake when they find their 
frightful blunder and how everybody else is grinning at them. Miss Margaret 
Collins was the Trustee who wrote to discharge Miss Chapin. Collins was the 
name of the Y. M. C. A. President in Oakland who refused Mrs. Besant his 
Hall and thereby packed the Opera House. Collins too was the name of an 
earlier adversary, who attacked H. P. B. and was driven back with loss. Val­
uable indeed has the family been to the T. S. Surely there must be a scion of 
it in the Central States who can help things along there as have his cousins on 
the Pacific and the Atlantic Coast! One single Collins can accomplish for 
Theosophy what hundreds of Theosophists might vainly attempt. Imagine 
a representative of the family in each State! A blundering enemy is simply 
invaluable, and we thank him, bless him,—almost love him. [A. F.]

Mrs. E l i z .  A, K i n g s b u r y  has again visited Vineland, N.J., with mission­
ary intent, and on June 4th and nth lectured on “ The Ministry of Death” 
and “ Christianity viewed in the light of Theosophy”. The intensely hot 
weather kept many away, but the fifty who braved it were repaid, and some 
inquirers returned for further light.

M r s .  E l i n  M . C. W h i t e  of Seattle lectured on June 19th in Swedish before 
the Swedes of Jamestown, N. Y., presenting Theosophy to them in their own 
tongue and by one of their countrywomen. It is among the possibilities that 
in time a Swedish Branch may be formed there. And this again excites the 
wish that the Countess Wachtmeister may accompany Mrs. Besant to the States 
next September.

A S o u t h - W e s t f . r n  T h e o s o p h i s t  has presented to the New York Headquar­
ters Reference Library the following books: H indu , P ersian , a n d  A rabic  
G ram m ar, Palmer; Tibetan G ram m ar, Jaschke; Sanscrit G ram m ar, Edgren; 
The D a w n  o f  H istory, C. F. Keary; The A p o cryp h a l N e w  T esta m en t; 
N a tu r a l  Inheritance , F. Galton; D hatnm apada, (Tibetan version), Rockhill; 
H in d u  P hilosophy, Davies; U panishad, Part II, Max Muller; Sacred  L aw s  
o f  the A ry a n s , Part I; M a n u \ V edanta  S u tra s, Part I; B h a g a v a d  G ita ; 
D hatnm apada ; B u d d h is t S u t ta s ; Saddhartna  P u n d a rika . Another friend 
has presented Max Muller's U panishad, Part I.

M r .  C l a u d e  F. W r i g h t  is so persuaded of the importance of continuing 
the Aryan T. S. Sunday evening lectures through the summer that he has 
offered to be personally responsible for them if the Hall may be used. The 
lectures secured by him for June were: 4th, R ebirth , Claude F. Wright; nth. 
Theosophy no t A n ti-C h ris tia n , Wm. Q. Judge; 18th, W ork-a -D ay Theoso­

p h y , H. Alfred Freeman; 25th, Some E vidences o f  Theosophy, B. Harding.

B r o o k l y n  T. S. Sunday evening lectures in June were: 4th, The D u a l 
M an, Leon Landsberg; 11th, W h y a n d  H ow  W e Think, Dr. A. P. Buchman 
of Fort Wayne; 18lh, The M ission o f  the Theosophical Society, Claude F. 
Wright; 25th, The Threshold  o f the U nknow n, S. E. Clarke.

P r a n a y a  T. S. has dissolved and its members have united with the Arjuna 
Branch, thus greatly consolidating and strengthening Theosophic life in St.



Louis. A fine large room has been secured exclusively for Branch use at 3100 
Olive street on the ground floor, and here will be held the Sunday evening 
public meetings. Mr. Seth Wheaton has been elected President of the Arjuna, 
and Mr. Benedict Loevy, 3007 Cass Avenue S., Secretary. The harmony of 
the late action, together with its wisdom, promises well for the future, and St. 
Louis has now more hope of energy and growth Theosophically than ever 
before. The roll of American Branches is reduced to seventy-five.

M r s .  A n n i e  B e s a n t ’ s  passage for the States has been taken in the City of 
P aris , which leaves Southampton Aug. 26th.

K r i s h n a  T. S., Philadelphia, has secured the use of a large room at 1219 
Chestnut street, in connection with two other societies. It will seat from 150 
to 200. Much benefit is expected therefrom.

O b i t u a r y .  Mr. Wm. Throckmorton, long time President and then Secre­
tary of the Pranava Branch, St. Louis, relinquished this incarnation on June 
7th. Bro. Throckmorton was a Theosophist of the most sincere type, and his 
convictions gave him support in the long and painful illness he so patiently 
underwent. In accordance with his expressed wish, his body was cremated on 
June 8th, and his ashes were sent to the care of the General Secretary at the 
New York Headquarters, there to be fittingly preserved. As like disposition 
may be made of their innocuous remains by other Theosophists anxious to rest 
in death as in life among the Brethren, might it not be well for a chamber in 
the Headquarters to be arranged as a columbarium, or, if that is impracticable, 
for a columbarium to be built elsewhere?

THE GENERAL SECRETARY 
sailed for England in the C ity o f  A ev j Y ork  on June 17th, purposing to attend 
the Annual Convention of the European Section on July 6th and 7th. If his 
voice sufficiently rallies, Mr. Judge will deliver various lectures in England. 
Final arrangements respecting Mrs, Besant’s address at the Parliament of Re­
ligions in Chicago next September will be made during this visit. Towards 
the close of July Mr. Judge will return to the States.

A THEOSOPHICAL SUMMER REST HOUSE.
M r .  M a s c h m i d t  of the Brooklyn T. S. has practically begun something that 

has been talked of for a long time, that is, a place in the country where The­
osophists may go for rest in the summer at a very cheap rate. He has a farm 
nine miles from Saratoga, near Corinth. The scenery is beautiful, the farm 
lying among the hills. It is two miles from the Hudson river. There is a 
house which has been enlarged and improved; a piano has been furnished and 
a horse and carriage added to the establishment It has accomodations for 
between twenty aud thirty persons. Several have already expressed a desire 
to go there, and some of the New York and Brooklyn members, including Mr. 
Harding, Mr. Pryse, and Dr. Hyatt, have gone out to help in adding to the 
improvements by working themselves on the spot. It is intended to have Miss 
L. Chapin and Miss Bellows take charge, together with Mr. Maschmidt's sis­
ters. The cost of getting there from New York and returning is about $6. 
The weekly charge for board will be very low. Any Theosophist desiring to 
obtain information about this or to go, should write to Miss L. Chapin, Mas­
chmidt Farm, Corinth, Saratoga Co., N. Y. The house will be open July ioth, 
and any applicant must give a notice of at least ten days.



ORIENTAL DEPARTMENT.
T h e  issues of this department were, in the American Section, suspended 

temporarily in June, 1891, with No. 12, which completed a year. Lack of 
funds and also lack of the time required for such work compelled suspension. 
But as the European Section had then begun its Oriental Department, the 
work projected was really carried ou elsewhere. The second year begins with 
an issue, in this June, of sixteen pages under a new style as to size of printed 
page. No obligation having been taken to issue monthly, it is contemplated 
to have the papers appear less often than during the first year, and, if possible, 
to devote more space for the present to studies in Oriental religions and 
thought. “ The Game of Knowledge” given in No. 13 is extremely interesting, 
illustrating as it does the fact that the social life of India is moulded almost 
entirely on the religion of the country. We believe this is the first time this 
game has been described in a publication in our language. In subsequent 
issues I hope to be able to present studies of different Oriental religions in 
the form of compilations from the best authorities, as our funds will not yet 
allow the continuance of a salaried pundit in Hindustan.

W i l l i a m  Q . J u d g e ,

G eneral Secretary A m . Sec/ion. T. S.

PACIFIC COAST.
T h e  L e a g u e  in  T a c o m a  has been reorganized under the promptings of our 

Rev. Bro. Copeland, and this has resulted in the obtainment of a hall, 15 x 56 
feet, upon the corner of two of the main streets, as a Headquarters. The 
League has established there a free reading room, open daily from nine a .  m. 

to nine p. m. A large sign in white with gold letters is upon the front of the 
building, “ Theosophical Headquarters”. The Branch is out of debt and has 
funds on hand.

T h e  D a i l y  S u r f  of Santa Cruz, Calif., has subserved Theosophical inter­
ests by giving space to five hundred words weekly, thus publishing a summary 
of several of Mrs. Besant’s treatises and a number of Press Scheme articles. 
Thanks to the editor, Mr. A. A. Taylor, whose paper is among the leading 
ones in the county and with wide circulation, the article on the Astral Body 
was much noticed throughout the State, calling forth comment from at least 
seven journals. May Karma bless him and all other helpers!

T h e  P a c i f i c  C o a s t  L e c t u r e r  spoke in Oakland, Calif., on May 20th, San 
Francisco May 28th, Alameda June 3d. Branch, Committee, and other meet­
ings were also attended.

T r i a n g l e  T. S. of Alameda has changed its meeting time from afternoon to 
evening aud feels the consequent benefit. Regular sessions, held in Red 
Men's Hall, are open to the public. Help from San Francisco members is 
given to Triangle, and systematic work is now done.

A r r a n g e m e n t s  a r e  b e in g  p e r f e c t e d  to issue the P acific Theosophist from 
San Francisco by the Pacific Coast Committee as a monthly. It has been 
heretofore ably conducted by Bro. F. I. Blodgett of Seattle, but both parties 
are clear that better work can be done by the transfer and by the fuller 
reports hereafter posssible of work on the Coast. Dr. Jerome A. Anderson 
will be the Managing Editor, and will conduct it as a purely Theosophical 
paper.



I n c r e a s e  o f  I n t e r e s t  in Theosophy on the Pacific Coast has so enlarged the 
work and the impulse to work more that an addition to the Staff at Headquar­
ters has become necessary. The office of Corresponding Secretary has been 
created, and Mrs. VeraS. Beane has been elected thereto.

S a n  D i e g o  T. S., formed by the union of the Gautama and Upasana 
Branches, was chartered on June ist. The roll of American Branches is thus 
reduced to seventy-six. The consolidated Branch has taken and furnished a 
hall inacentral location, and the sign “ Theosophical Hall and Library" fronts 
three corners. The Library will be kept open every afternoon. Each Sunday 
evening is a public meeting, and lectures are given to fair audiences.

A u c k l a n d  N. Z. For five months past the Auckland Branch has been pre­
paring the way for a visit from Mrs. Cooper-Oakley, by delivering fortnightly 
Lectures. When Mrs. Oakley therefore arrived on the 3d of May she found 
the way in a measure prepared, and up to the time of writing has had large 
audiences at her Lectures. The local clergy, however, view, the movement 
with considerable alarm, and are warning their flocks (ineffectually) against 
Theosophy, and have descended to the use of gross personalities in the course 
of their discussion. Mrs. Oakley remains in Auckland until June 4th, when 
she purposes to go to Dunedin in the South of N. Z.—( Comm unicated.)

V i c t o r i a n  T h e o s o p h i c  L e a g u e ,  Melbourne, Australia. Our visitor Mrs. 
Cooper-Oakley passed through Melbourne on her way from Adelaide to New 
Zealand, and on 24th April addressed the members of the League on “ The 
Spiritual Aspect of Theosophy and Occultism". The room was crowded by a 
very attentive and intelligent audience. Mrs. Oakley's mission has already 
borne good fruit in a considerable increase of members. “ White Lotus Day” 
was honored by a meeting held at “ Maybank”, Mrs. Parker’s residence, when 
a choice programme was gone through—an address from the President, and 
readings which were kindly undertaken by Mr. James Smith, a leading local 
Spiritualist. The League continues to progress. We are moving into larger 
quarters on Monday next at Austral Buildings, Collins St., which address 
please to register.—( C om m unicated.)

LONDON LET T ER .

I have been asked by the Editor of L u c ife r  to send you a monthly letter on 
the leading features of the month as illustrative of the progress of thought 
and organization for which the Theosophical Society is peculiar.

Considerable interest has been excited among us by the recent publication 
of Max MUller's “ Theosophy or Psychological Religion", which, it is pre­
tended by some, is an endorsement more or less direct of the Theosophical 
doctrines, but which is regarded by others more in the light of an attack upon 
Esotericism and Occultism as elaborated by H. P. B. Max Muller takes the 
view that Buddhism has no Esoteric Side and that the Mahatmas of Tibet 
are nothing more than the “ baseless fabric of a vision”. Mr. Sinnett has 
answered the attack in the N ineteen th  C en tu ry , and further refutations are 
looked for from our ablest exponents.

The Blavatsky Lodge has lately experienced some crowded meetings, more 
especially on the occasions of Mrs. Besant’s lecture on “ Theosophical and 
Darwinian Evolution” and G. R. S. Mead's “ Mystery of Satan ". At the close 
of the latter Edward Maitland gave a brief re su m t of his philosophy in its 
bearing on the office of Satan as the guardian of the outer wall of the Cosmos.



showing how popular ignorance has confused this Satan with the Devil of 
darkness and negation of being which lies beyond him.

Mrs. Besant, Herbert Burrows, and others continue to keep the main doc­
trines of Theosophy before the masses, and to judge bv the constant enrollment 
of fresh members and the establishment of new Lodges in England there is 
after all something in Theosophy which appeals to the British public, all that 
has been said to tne contrary notwithstanding.

Next month I hope to be able to include interesting news of the extension 
of the Club for working men lately founded by Mr. M. U. Moore, and of a 
new line of Theosophical propaganda. R e g i n a l d  H o d d e r .

INDIA.

The Kumbaconum T. S. has embarked upon good work. It intends to print 
and circulate in India not less than three-thousand pamphlets every month on 
Theosophical subjects. Any number of copies can be had for circulation from 
the Secretary by forwarding stamp for every five copies required. They also 
intend to create a permanent fund to carry on their scheme by means of pub­
lishing books. .The first of these latter will be Some T houghts on the Oita, 
containing twelve lectures on the first four chapters; it is expected to be ready 
in June. Information about this can be had from M. C. Krishnasamy Iyer, 
Kumbaconum. ’ Pamphlet No. 3 is upon O ur D uties. This is the same 
Branch which has been publishing many translations of the Upanishads.

EXECUTIVE NOTICE.

T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y .
P r e s i d e n t ' s  O f f i c e ,

A d y a r , 27th M ay, tSgj
The Managers of the World's Parliament of Religions having granted us 

permission to present the views and policy of our Society with respect to the 
questions of Religion and Ethics, on the 15th and 16th September next at 
Chicago, the undersigned, being prevented by his Asiatic engagements from 
personally attending, hereby deputes Mr. William Q. Judge, Vice-President T. 
S., to represent him on that occasion. All steps heretofore taken by Mr. Judge 
in connection with the said representation, in pursuance of his correspondence 
with the undersigned, including the formation of Committees, are hereby 
ratified, and he is fully empowered as the President's substitute to adopt 
such further measures in the premises as may to him seem necessary. Of 
course it is to be distinctly understood that nothing shall be said or done by 
any Delegate or Committee of the Society to identify it, as a body, with any 
special form of religion, creed, sect, or anv religious or ethical teacher or 
leader; our duty being to affirm and defend its perfect corporate neutrality in 
these matters.

The undersigned also deputes Mrs. Annie Besant as a special Delegate from 
the President, to address the meetings in question on behalf of the whole 
Society, and to convey to them his fervent hope that this truly representative 
Theosophical assembly of people of all races and religions may result in the 
spread of that principle of brotherly love and religious tolerance which is the 
foundation and cornerstone of the Theosophical Society.

The undersigned most earnestly calls upon all Sections, Branches, and 
willing Fellows of the Society throughout the world to put themselves in 
correspondence with Mr. Vice-President Judge, and do all that lies within their 
power to aid him in bringing this very important matter to a successful result.

H. S. O l c o t t ,  P .  T .  S.

T h o u g h  from  gods, dem ons, and  m en y o u r deeds a re  concea led , th e y  rem ain  aft 
cau ses  in y o u r ow n n a tu re .—Leaf  V.

O M .


