
T h e re  ts no h app iness  ex cep t in r ig h teo u sn ess.-Affartaga/u- 
vansa, c. 2, 14.

F u ll of love fo r a ll th in g s  in  th e  w orld , p ra c tis in g  v ir tu e  in 
o rd e r  to  benefit o th e rs—th is  m an  on ly  is  h ap p y .—F a -k h e u -p i-u ,
JQ.

On first aw ak e n in g  from  m y  sleep , I shou ld  p ra y  th a t  e v e ry  
b re a th in g  th in g  m ay  w ak e  to  sav in g  w isdom , v a s t a s  th e  w ide 
an d  bou n d less  un iv e rse .—S h a m a n 's  D a ily  M a n u a l.

The Theosophical Society, as such, is not responsible fo r  any opinion or declaration tn 
this Magazine* by whomsoever expressed, unless contained in an Official Document.

W h ere  a n y  a r tic le  o r s ta tem e n t h a s  th e  a u th o r’s n am e  a tta c h e d , he a lone  is responsib le  
a n d  fo r  those w hich  a re  un sig n ed  th e  E d ito r  w ill be accoun tab le .

2TOat tfte Rasters ftabe S>attr.
*TN 1888, speaking of Col. Olcott, an article in this magazine 
^  quoted from letters from the Adepts sent to Mr. Sinnett at 

a time some objections were made to the work of the Society 
on the ground that enough attention was not paid to men of 
science and to science itself.* Since the year in which those 
letters were written many persons have joined the Theosophical 
Society and its sphere of work has greatly extended. And now 
no less than then, the workers have begun to pay too much atten
tion to the intellectual side of Theosophy and too little to that 
phase on which the Masters who are behind insist and which is 
called by H. P. B. in The Voice o f  the Silence the “ heart doCtrine”. 
Others also have said that they do not want any of the heart doc
trine, but wish us to be highly respectable and scientific. Let us 
consult the Masters, those of us who believe in them.

When the letters to the Simla Lodge were written it was said 
by objecting Theosophists that it was time now to take a different 
tack and to work for men of science, and there was a slight sus
picion of a repulsion between the Hindus, who are black, and the 
Europeans, as well as an openly expressed condemnation of the 

•  P a t h ,  v o L  iii, p 12
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methods of Col. Olcott and H. P. Blavatsky. The reply from the 
Adepts, made after consultation with others very much higher 
still, runs in part:

No messenger of truth, no prophet, has ever achieved during his lifetime a 
complete triumph—not even Buddha. The Theosophical Society was chosen 
as the corner-stone, the foundation of the future religion of humanity. To 
achieve the proposed object a greater, wider, and especially a more benevolent 
intermingling of the high and the low, of the alpha and omega of society was 
determined on.

Who determined this? The Adepts and those who are yet still 
behind them, that is to say, for the Theosophist, the Dhyan 
Chohans who have control of such matters. Why was it decided? 
Because the world is sunk in sorrow and in selfishness which 
keeps the one side of society from helping the other. The letter 
goes on :

The white race must be the first to stretch out the hand of fellowship to the 
dark nations. This prospect may not smile to all alike. He is no Theosophist 
who objects to the principle . . . and it is we, the humble disciples of the per
fect Lamas, who are expected to allow the Theosophical Society to drop its 
noblest title, The B rotherhood  o f H u m a n ity , to become a simple school of phi
losophy. Let us understand each other. He who does not feel competent 
enough to grasp the noble idea sufficiently to work for it need not undertake 
a task too heavy for him.

The depth of the sarcasm here cannot be measured, and at the 
same time it is almost impossible to fully understand the opportu
nity pointed out in those words and the loss of progress one may 
suffer by not heeding them. They apply to all, and not merely to 
the persons they were written to, for the Masters always say what 
applies universally. The letter continues:

But there is hardly a Theosophist in the whole Society unable to effectually 
help it by correcting the erroneous impression of outsiders, if not by actually 
himself propagating this idea.

Later on, near the time when H. P. B. was in Germany, others 
came and asked what they might do, how they might work, and 
what “ sphere of influence ” they might find. The Master known 
as.K. H. then wrote a letter to one, and at the same time sent 
copies with fuller notes on the commmunication to others. A part 
of that letter has lately been published in the German magazine, 
the Sphinx. In it the Master said among other things:

Spheres of influence can be found everywhere. The first object of the Theo
sophical Society is philanthropy. The true Theosophist is a philanthropist, who 
“ Not for himself but for the world he lives". This, and philosophy, the right 
comprehension of life and its mysteries, will give the “ necessary basis” and 
show the right path to pursue. Yet the best “ sphere of influence” for the ap
plicant is now in [his own land].

The reference to a basis and a sphere o f  influence is to the idea of



those who held that a scientific or at least a very long preparation 
to get a basis and a sphere for work was needed first. But the 
answer shows the Adept as not agreeing, and as pointing out the 
way to work along the line of the heart dodtrine. And some of 
the fuller notes annexed to the copy of this letter sent at the same 
time to others read:

My reference to “ philanthropy” was meant in its broadest sense, and to 
draw attention to the absolute need of the “ doctrine of the heart” as opposed 
to that which is merely “ of the eye”. And before, I have written that our 
Society is not a mere intellectual school for occultism, and those greater than 
we have said that he who thinks the task of working for others too hard had 
better not undertake it. The moral and spiritual sufferings of the world are 
more important and need help and cure more than science needs aid from us 
in any field of discovery. “ He that hath ears to hear, let him hear".—K. H.

After seventeen years of work it is now time that the whole 
Society should pay a little more attention to the words of those 
Masters of wisdom who have thus indicated the road, and these 
are the “ original lin e s” traced out and meant to be followed. 
All those who do not follow them are those who feel dissatisfied 
with our work, and those who try to go upon these lines are those 
who feel and know that help is always given to the sincere Theoso
phist who ever tries not only to understand the philosophy but also 
to make it forceful for the proving and the exemplifying of the 
dodtrine and objedt of Universal Brotherhood.

O n e  o f  t h e  R e c i p i e n t s .

S>p6eres ot Enammate ©fcjects,
A c r i t i c i s m  c r i t i c i s e d .

Y attention has only recently been called to a paper with 
the above title in the October Theosophist, in which my 
critic contends that it is difficult to determine by my 

article in July P a t h  on the “ Spheres of Inanimate Objedts” 
“ whether the writer was fully satisfied that his experiments 
reasonably demonstrate his hypothesis”, when in the paragraph 
below it is stated that “ Mr. Karr considers his hypothesis to 
have become reasonably demonstrated. ”

In the face of such cross-statements, and of others which will 
be noticed later on, it is somewhat difficult to handle the subjedt 
seriously.

Mr. Travers’s next complaint is that I have failed to make it 
entirely clear in my paper whether inanimate objedts are devoid, 
or not, of any aura. One would have thought from the mere title



of the article in question let alone its matter, that this point had 
been given sufficient prominence, inasmuch as inanimate objedts 
are admitted to have certain obscure properties that, for want of 
a better term, we call sphere or aura. But not mindful of this tacit 
admission my critic proceeds to ask, with a passing allusion to my 
confusion of mind, “ What does Mr. Karr mean? Are his readers 
to understand that objedts are devoid of any aura  whatever?” 
Then, a ray of light flashing in upon his darkness, he demands, 
“ Or does Mr. Karr mean that the aura  of an objedt is barren 
until impressed by the thought of individuals or the associations 
of a locality?” Surely the instances I recorded would seem to 
make this latter surmise inferentially clear enough to most readers, 
even without the diredt statement of such a belief on page 113 
(July P a t h . )  It was the purpose of the writer throughout, to 
show from his own careful investigations that, however rank the 
scepticism and loud the denials of those unfamiliar with psychic 
phenomena, there manifestly is some inherent quality, call it what 
you will, resident in inanimate objedts. That this quality appeared 
to be a neutral one seemed reasonably demonstrated by the experi
ments recorded: neutral, I say, forasmuch as the objedts chosen 
were in each several instance incapable of giving out any clue to 
their strudture, origin, or habitat, save as these missing fadts were 
read into them, so to say, by the strongly positive current of a 
mind aware of all three fadtors, or, as in certain instances, where 
by personal contiguity the adtive quality of an organic strudture 
had been superimposed on the passive sphere of the inanimate 
objedt.

Mr. Travers intimates it is from familiarity with Reichenbach’s 
writings that I derive authorization for the idea of spheres around 
objedts. I would, however, say that though possessing both Reich
enbach’s and Gregory’s works, and especially curious as are the 
accounts given by the former experimenter, I do not place reliance 
for the fadt of spheres surrounding objedts on the record of these 
authors alone. Far more trustworthy, to my mind, is the evidence 
of independent clairvoyants of good charadter and undoubted sin
cerity who, with no theory behind them to sustain, claim to see 
the glow emanating from things. It may even become a question, 
in the light of a fuller knowledge of the powers of the mind and 
its strange intricacies, if in Reichenbach’s experiments with his 
sensitives anything beyond the power of thought-transference is 
proved; for it must be borne in mind that his theory of crystals 
and metals was exceedingly dear unto him, and his mind, satur
ated with his own idea and dominating the plastic sphere of his



sensitive, naturally projected all that he thought concerning their 
properties into the mind vibrating in unison with his own, and, as 
usual in such cases, the subjeCt received the given idea piCtorially, 
and saw  what the agent wished him to see. This is not so unlikely 
an assumption in view of what takes place every day in experi
ments of an hypnotic order, when we remember that other inves
tigators following Reichenbach’s methods failed utterly to obtain 
his results.

Of Prof. Denton’s experiments, which are also cited by my critic 
on one leaf as authoritative proofs (see p. 4 a , •Theosophist, October) 
and on the page facing the former (see 4 3 , ditto) are conceded to 
have been often carelessly made, it may be said that such slovenly 
condudted and badly recorded researches cannot be held to have 
much scientific value.

To turn now to Mr. Travers’s examination in detail of my first 
batch of experiments which he refers to as Nos. 1, 11, 111, and iv ,  

but as he does not take them in the order related this numeration 
may be somewhat misleading.

In Case No. 1 the critic regrets that it was not stated whether 
the agent had aCtually visited the Palace of the Caesars or not. It 
so happens that he had, and that it was familiar ground to h im ; 
but even were the reverse the case, given an educated person with 
the degree of cultivation that reading, familiarity with engrav
ings, and conversation with travellers would bestow, the evidence 
for thought-transference would still be unshaken. In spite of the 
distinCt assertion on p. n o  of P a t h  article that there followed 
this test ‘ ‘ a minute description of the past and present appearance 
of the historic site ”, our friend solemnly declares that this “ very 
important point is left unmentioned by the writer.” To a careful 
reader, therefore, the conclusion arrived at is hardly a forced one, 
that the description of the locality by the clairvoyant was in re
sponse to the clear mental image called up, consciously or uncon
sciously, in the agent's mind by the mere aCt of handling the bit of 
pavement. And here I must put in a mild protest to the charge 
advanced that “ Mr. Karr seems to wish  to explain the case as one 
of pure thought-transference”, as I hoped I had made it quite 
patent in the preamble that neither I nor my coadjutors were 
laboring under any preconceptions for or against a particular 
theory, but were intent only on a search for faCts, which motive 
would exclude any provings in accordance with merely personal 
preferences and wishes. The reason for advancing an explanation 
on the telepathic hypothesis is that in researches like these one 
takes a rational solution near at hand on familiar ground, rather



than wander far afield for one based on some pet superstition, or 
on a vague and yet unproved theory.

In Case No. 11 it is contended that the servant girl test is use
less, “ because she may have overlaid the real aura of the objedt 
by her own aura, which seems to have been the case” ; but 
unhappily this surmise is nowhere near the truth, for, as it hap
pens, the girl hit off some corredt items concerning individuals 
who had just before been handling the objedt (not herself in the 
numberJ, which demonstrates that if any aura overlaid the objedt’s 
own it belonged to the forenamed persons. But the admission 
thus made by Mr. Travers that auras of objedts can thus be over
laid affords valuable support to my hypothesis that the original 
spheres of things are neutral.

In a magazine article limited in length it is impossible to dwell 
upon details, else in No. in it would have been told how in the 
test with the “ never worn trinket’’ what were charadterized as 
the commonplace statements that would naturally be suggested  
by the objedt were in fadt precisely those Mr. Travers makes, 
i. e., that it was of metal, had come from some dark place (pre
sumably the mine or jeweller’s box), had been handled by people 
with sharp things (tools?), etc., etc., all of which amounts to nothing 
as far as psychometry or clairvoyance is concerned, but which 
considerably strengthens the telepathic hypothesis, inasmuch as 
every one of the statements made was doubtless, and almost in
evitably, formulated as an idea in the mind of the agent who 
handled the objedt. I will here say in passing that the suggestion 
offered by Mr. Travers for the purpose of testing the thought- 
transference theory, of taking a fragment of an Egyptian monu
ment and thinking of it as a Roman relic whereby to conjure up 
before the sensitive’s mind the scene of the Via Sacra overhung 
by the Arch of Titus, would make an extremely good experiment, 
and one I would gladly try on some future occasion.

In the case of the antique, which the sensitive failed so utterly 
to describe, it may be added now that, though it had never been 
worn by its past owner, she cherished it as the very apple of her 
eye, that it was for a quarter of a century in her immediate sur
roundings, often looked at and handled, hence one would not un
naturally have looked for some description of her and her environ
ment, in the failure to obtain anything of the objedt’s original 
surroundings. Oddly enough, in place of either of these reflec
tions the article dimly gave out, as in the case of the “ never 
worn trinket ”, its latest contacts. While I was packing it to send 
away by express, two interruptions came in the shape of visits. I



left the article each time, and immediately returned to it upon my 
caller’s departure to complete the preparations for its safe transit. 
All that the clairvoyant sensed of the aCtual history of the objeCt 
was that a gentleman had got it travelling (which was only par
tially accurate), that it was silver (really gold), and that it had 
been made out of a dish or other vessel (not an unlikely assump
tion),—all of which,except the second statement, might have been 
conveyed through the agent’s mind to the percipient’s. What 
cannot be so explained is what followed, when the Christian name 
of one of my visitors and the relationship to me were given, 
coupled with a statement as to the person’s health which had been 
a topic of conversation, though I was unaware at the time of hav
ing been much impressed by what had passed between us. The 
agent, it must be added, was unaware of the very existence of 
this individual, as was also the clairvoyant in her normal state.

If this does not go towards establishing the hypothesis that the 
sphere of objedts is negative until stamped by the positive influ
ences they have been in touch with, I am at a loss to know what 
it does point to, and will be much indebted to anyone who will 
advance a more plausible theory that will knock this one into a 
cocked hat. It would afford rare sport, and “ may I be there to 
see ! ”—as Macauley sang in his ballad.

That the sensitives with whom these experiments were con
ducted were clairvoyants and not psychometers, as Mr. Travers 
suggests, (if there be any appreciable distinction between the 
two), is controverted by the case of the watch when a house was 
described, unknown to the owner of the watch even by hearsay, 
which subsequently was found to be correCt after long investiga
tion. And here comes in the “ sphere borrowed from a locality” 
on which Mr. Travers animadverts so strongly. A locality identi
fied with human beings, such as the Palace of the Caesars and a 
dwelling house in Italy, must have received more or less the im
print of the builders’ and dwellers’ and frequenters’ minds, which 
collective forces could hardly fail to be mirrored in the, as con
tended, passive spheres of the surrounding inanimate objeCts. 
This is what I have meant to convey by a sphere borrowed from a 
locality, though necessarily the locality first receives the impress 
from the master force of man’s mind. The hyphothetical case of 
the sea-shell cited by Mr. Travers is not an analogous one; but it 
would afford an interesting trial, though I doubt much from my 
past experiences if anything more than its recent contads and 
human environments would be elicited. Were, however, a correCt 
picture of the bottom of the sea to be given by the sensitive, how



could the possibility of thought-transference be guarded against, 
even with the agent consciously ignorant of the nature of the shell, 
when we take into consideration the evidence collected by some of 
the most acute investigators of England, Prof. Lodge, F. W. H. 
Myers, and others, for an underlying stratum of consciousness 
(which Theosophists will recognize as analogous to the plane of 
our Higher Ego) which is apparently almost omniscient in its 
quality, and which seems to be the telepathic channel of commu
nication?

No one will endorse more heartily than I m yself the recom
mendation of my critic as to the expediency of making trials 
with more than one percipient, though the difficulty of finding 
really reliable and otherwise competent sensitives is greater than 
anyone can imagine unless one has oneself set forth on the quest. 
All paid mediums, clairvoyants, and the like, have been excluded 
on account of the strong aversion they usually manifest to the im 
position of scientific conditions,—without which all such trials are 
valueless. Sensitives in private circles are extremely difficult to 
approach, and, indeed, usually conceal their gifts with such care 
that the inquirer often remains ignorant of their possession by 
acquaintances tolerably well known to him. If any of my readers 
interested in the subjeCt of these investigations, to whom good 
psychometers and sensitives of perfect integrity o f  character are per
sonally known, such as exercise the faculty with no mercenary 
motive, I would be pleased to receive their names and addresses 
with a view to further trials in the same direction.

In conclusion, I would add a word on Mr. Travers’s inclination 
to draw a distinction between psychometry and clairvoyance. In 
my experience the line seems so impalpable between them that it 
is doubtful if the processes are distinCt. A t all events, we must 
have more authentic cases of what he calls “ pure psychometry” 
than are at present on record, before we can give it a place by 
itself; as yet, only “ mixed psychom etry” is the rule. The whole 
subject is so complicated, wheels within wheels involved, that the 
mind is led on to an inextricable tangle of conflicting theories, 
and that anyone at this stage of our knowledge should constitute 
himself a special pleader, as in faCt Mr. Travers has done for the 
occult theory, when we have absolutely no proofs as yet where
with to support it, seems to me not only futile, but also injurious 
to the full and free acquisition of further knowledge. On this 
ground it is not enough to say, “ I b elieve” : one must have a 
reason—that is, proof—of the faith that is in you.

T h o m a s  E. K a r r ,  F. T .  S.



Rfyvtt Hetters to a ©fnUJ.
' NO. III.--T H E  MAKING OF EARTH.

d e a r  little M a r g a r e t :—Of course you know that we 
Y I j l  could not live in such a world as I told you about in my 
J last letter, so soft and wet and hot. The men who lived
then, like the plants and the animals, were more like soft jelly than 
anything else, and very large, great giants in fact, to match the 
other things. For we know, as I said before, that Law always 
works in the same way, and when all vegetation and all animal 
life was enormous, and soft, and more than half water, you may 
be sure that the men were like the other animals, and the learned 
professors who say there were no men then, only say so because 
they don’t like to think that human beings could ever be very dif
ferent from what they are now.

But they know, and they will tell you, that every separate hu
man being goes through a great many changes before it is bom  
as a.real live baby, and so I think they might realize that all men 
were at one time different, and that the soft jelly-fish kind belonged 
to the soft and wet earth, and could not leave any bones behind 
them to prove what they were like, because they had no bones to 
leave! And so, if you will believe my story, which has been told 
by men I believe to be very wise, because all they say agrees with 
universal law (that is. law which is the same everywhere and al
ways)—if you will believe my story, I say—the Earth and the 
plants and the animals and the men all grew drier, and harder, 
and smaller, and more and more different from each other as time 
went on. And the ice at the cold ends of the earth, where the 
sun does not shine much, grew thicker and heavier, and heaped 
up higher and higher, till finally the Earth tipped up a little, and 
great floods of water and ice came crashing down over the warmer 
countries and burying everything in what is called a Deluge, or 
a great flood. And the ice blocks, or glaciers, made great marks 
as they tore their way over the rocks and mountains in their path, 
and you can see the marks yet on some rocks, and they are called 
glacial scratches. And sometimes the inside fires boiled .up 
through the volcanoes, and through great cracks in the earth, or 
the floor of the sea, and made a different kind of destruction. 
Whole continents disappeared under water, and new ones came up, 
so that the earth we live on to-day is a very different place from 
the home of the first families of men. It is even very different



from what it was when the first men like ourselves began to live 
in it, which was many million years ago, and many great nations 
have lived and flourished and vanished away, to make room for 
others. We are the fifth great Race or family that has lived here, 
we are told, and there are to be seven in all, but it will be many 
thousand years yet before this Race has learned all it was put here 
to learn, and has brought up another Race to take its place. And 
besides the changes that have been made in the whole face of the 
earth, parts of it have grown hotter and colder and perhaps hotter 
again, as it has tipped up more or less towards the sun and the ice 
has thickened or melted. Away up in Greenland, where it is win
ter now nearly all the time, people find skeletons of elephants and 
remains of magnolia trees, and many other animals and plants 
that can live now only in hot countries, far to the south of us, and 
so we know that once upon a time it must have been much hotter 
in Greenland than it is in New York.

And now I hope you will be able to see, although this is a very 
rough and hurried story of the making of the Earth, that it was 
not quite what you thought it was when you asked your Mamma 
“ what they laid it on, when it was only a little tiny speck, mil
lions and sextillions of years ago ? ” For I think that you will 
understand now that it did not begin as a hard ‘ ‘ speck ”, however 
small, but as a cold bright mist, thinner than anything you can 
think of, floating about in space, which you can think of as the 
open part of the sky, far beyond the clouds. And as there are 
two kinds of force always at work, one pushing out and one pull
ing in, they pulled and pushed at the floating mists, and squeezed 
them together and made, them into balls, and one pushed and the 
other pulled, and so they kept the earth and the stars going round 
and round. And the sun pulls one way, and the earth and the stars 
pull another way, and their strength is so well balanced that they 
keep each other in order, and they all move in their proper places 
and don’t interfere with each other. And so the mists became 
first round and then gradually harder and cooler, and at last the 
Earth was formed, and by degrees became fit for our kind of men 
to live on it. When you are older, you can study astronomy and 
geology and ethnology, and many other things with very hard 
names, and perhaps you will know a great deal more about it, and 
perhaps you won’t, but at all events this is all I can tell you now. 
And some day or other, if you like, I will write you another letter 
and tell you some more wonderful stories about the making of 
Man. K a t h a r i n e  H i l l a r d ,  F. T. S.



& Hemtniscence.
HE interesting series of historical papers now running in the 

Theosophist entitled “ Old Diary L eaves” by Col. Olcott nat
urally recalls to the mind various small events of the early 

years of the Theosophical Society, but nearly all the first mem
bers have disappeared from sight, some wholly uninterested in 
our work, others gone over to the other side of death. But some 
remain who do not concur in all the details written by Col. Olcott.

The origin of our seal is one of the things yet to be cleared up, 
and which will be at the proper time. The 
cut here shown is from .the original electro
plate made in 1874 or ’75 or even earlier from 
a wood-cut produced at the same time. The 
wood-cut would have been used in this print
ing but that the impression might destroy it. 
Both, the plate and the wood-cut, have been 
many years quietly resting in a drawer. Very 
plainly this cut is substantially our seal. The 
omitted portion is the Egyptian cross in the 
centre. In place of that cross the letters “ E. 

B." appear, and those letters mean “ Elena Blavatsky”, the in
itial E being aspirated. Above is the coronet of a Countess. Ad
ded within the circle are astrological and cabalistic signs referring 
to the owner who used it. That owner was H. P. Blavatsky. It 
has been used often by her for stamping letter paper, and a quan
tity of the same letter-paper she used is in the drawer with the 
wood-cut.

Who, then, is the person from whom came the idea of our seal? 
Is it H. P. B. or some one else? If not H. P. B., how is it that she 
was using this design for her paper so many years ago? Several 
persons have claimed to be the founders of the Society, or design
ers of its seal, or first movers in its early years. A Philadelphia 
Doctor some years ago had the hardihood to write to the New York 
Headquarters saying that he was the one who designed our seal. 
Since then he has passed away. The plain unvarnished truth, 
which hurts no one save the man who denies it, is that H. P. Bla
vatsky was the head, front, bottom, top, outskirts, past and future 
of the Theosophical Society. We were all but pawns on the chess
board. What is the use of permitting vanity to influence us 
toward denying the faCts?



No game, no battle, no diplomacy can go forward without agents, 
subordinates, generals, privates, but there is always a moving head 

'without whom there would be no success. Not only was H. P. B. 
predominant with us in 1875, but she is yet. The very organiza
tion was suggested by her in a letter which will be published in 
facsimile if any one feels disposed to deny the foregoing assertion. 
She wrote that we ought to model our Society on the United States, 
which is a collection of sovereign bodies united in one aim.

In the “ Diary L eaves” Col. Olcott says that it was proposed to 
make the Theosophical Society an extra-Masonic degree. The im
possibility of this may be seen when we refleCt that such a thing 
—out of the question in itself—would leave out H. P. B. But, 
you say, he refers to letters from William Q. Judge and Gen. 
Doubleday asking for the ritual. This is but one of the little er
rors that creep in after lapse of years. An examination of the 
correspondence shows that Brothers Judge and Doubleday wrote 
—often—that if there was to be a ritual for the initiation into the 
Theosophical Society, then it should be sent, or the whole initia
tion abandoned. And many members recoiled how much was said 

p ro  and con about abolishing initiation and accompanying ritual al
together, until at last it so came about. Masonic degrees were 
not once talked of, unless Col. Olcott may have said he would have 
wished us to be affiliated with Masons. This item in the “ Diary 
L eaves” is clearly lapsus calami. In the same number of the 
“ L eaves” there is a reference to G. H. Felt and a long draft of a 
letter of his as to which Col. Olcott is not clear. This is easy to 
settle. The letter was drafted by William Q. Judge and copied 
out by Felt, and the person he speaks of in the letter as experi
menting with is Brother Judge. These things I state advisedly 
and with permission. It was intended for use at a meeting of the 
T. S. in 1876, but instead of using that a paper was read by Bro. 
Judge embodying the faCts and including many other records of 
different experiments.

Other flitting scenes will recur later. Some embrace the fun
eral of Baron de Palm and what led up to it, others the making 
of our early diplomas by hand, and so on. But however the faCts 
may come out, it remains a fad  that the T. S. stands or falls by 
H. P. Blavatsky. Give her up as an idea, withdraw from the 
path traced by her under orders, belittle her, and the organization 
will rot; but remember her and what she represented, and we tri
umph. O n e  of t h e  Staff.



* planetar# JMlueitces.
Q  OME writers, in order to avoid what seems like fatalism or 

( ( § \  predestination in astrology, have denied that the planets 
possess any inherent influence or exercise it upon the hu

man race. They do not question the main features of astrology, 
nor do they, like many materialistic and scientific authors, dismiss 
it as visionary and unworthy of examination. They admit that the 
directions at which the planets arrive with regard to each other 
seem to tally with certain events which happen in the life of the 
native. But they claim that this coincidence is due to the fadt 
that the planets are only markers, and that they indicate things 
which occur without their adtive interposition. They are thus 
merely recorders of Karmic effedts. A t first sight there appears 
to be much weight to this argument, since none can deny that we 
fashion our own selves and by our own adtions bring upon our
selves certain results either good or evil. To deny volition would 
be to deny the law of Karma. We must insist upon a certain 
amount of free-will; without it, existence has no reason and hu
manity no hope.

We are, however, brought face to face with the perceptible fadts 
of astrology; and these will not down even to'save a theory. It is 
evident that the sun and moon exercise a diredt influence upon the 
material world. It would be absurd for us to attempt to explain 
the tides of the ocean by saying that the moon did not cause them, 
but was only an indicator; or to say that the sun’s heat did not pro
duce the summer, but was only a coincident record of that season. 
How much simpler is it for us to imagine that each of these orbs 
of the solar system is continually pouring down upon us its astral 
waves, just as it sends down upon us its ethereal rays of light! 
And then, moving on in endless procession, as it were, new angles 
are constantly being formed, new positions are momentarily being 
developed, and consequently new effedts are being produced.

This is the natural view to take. It is the one adopted by all 
astrologers that have ever lived. But how is it to be reconciled 
with the law of Karma, which says that all adtions are the result 
of other adtions, and good and evil conditions are caused by good 
or evil condudt? This seems a perplexing question, and no doubt 
it has puzzled many young students, especially those who have 
never given much attention to the subjedt of astrology and who 
do not have any clear idea of its relation to the Theosophic phil
osophy. In order to understand that relation, however, it is only



necessary to obtain a just understanding of the principles of astrol
ogy so far as fatalism, or determination, is concerned. .

Let us see what is meant by fate. In Zadkiel’s Grammar o f  Astrol
ogy, chapter io, entitled “  T o judge the future fate by the figure of 
the heavens at the moment of birth ” , occurs the following rem ark:

T h e w ord fate does n o t here im ply inevitable f a te ; for though the planets 

produce a  certain influence on th e  native’s affairs, y et th a t influence is cap

able of being opposed b y  th e  hum an will, an d  m ay by th a t m eans be entirely 

or greatly  m itigated. If, how ever, it b e  not atten d ed  to, b u t allow ed its full 
scope, it  will then certainly produce its full effect; and th e  read er m ust rem em 

ber th a t astrologers in predicting events alw ays presuppose th a t th e  last c ir

cum stance will be the case. .

We see here that there is no absolute fatality. On the contrary, 
each person is given an instrument known as the human will, with 
which he may oppose the evil influences and may take advantage 
of the good. To be explicit, the planets are continually shedding 
down their astral rays upon us, and according as they make certain 
angles in the course of their revolutions, so do their influences 
become good or malefic. But there is no necessity, no absolute 
law, that we should succumb to those influences. It is, on the 
contrary, our duty to oppose them when evil, just as it is our duty 
to turn away from every temptation. And the human will is all
powerful. When well developed, it can avert evil equally as well 
as it can m agnify good.

We thus see that there is no fatality, but only a tendency in cer
tain directions which, when evil, we have to com bat L et us now 
try to learn how this may be reconciled with Karmic law. The 
latter supposes certain aCts as a result of previous aCts. But no 
explicit time is given by any authority on the subjeCt as being the 
date when K arm a takes effeCt. There is an old Hindu aphorism 
saying that K arm a aCts after two days, two fortnights, two years, 
or two lives, which is equivalent to saying that it has no stated 
season, but comes whenever the occasion is ripe. We can, then, 
very easily suppose that Karmic aCtion takes effeCt in accordance 
with the principles of planetary motion. In other words, if a given 
result is to take place, it will wait until in their regular revolutions 
the spheres have reached a certain combination answering to or 
corresponding with the event. The planets are not m arkers; they 
influence. But they only exercise that influence in accordance 
with the law of Karma.

Now, as to the extent of that influence, it may be said that it is 
limited. Some people are much less affeCted by planetary posi
tions than others. This, as has been previously suggested, is due 
to the extent to which they have cultivated the will. Most people,



it is true, respond promptly to their astrological directions. Some 
succeed in opposing evil influences to which the m ajority succumb. 
There are a few—a very few—who have risen above the planetary 
suggestions, and whom evil does not harm. Such have evolved 
themselves beyond the astral plane, and are no longer subjeCt to 
Saturn. For it should be known that astrology aCts only through 
the astral form and upon the astral plane. It is therefore only 
concerned with humanity in its lower stages. It is exoteric and 
base to that extent. Whenever we can as a race pass beyond the 
limitations of the flesh, astrology can no longer be a science. It 
teaches us at present very much about our organization, and is 
indeed one of the keys to a knowledge of the universe. Rightly 
understood, it is of inestimable value. Wrongly looked at or used 
for evil ends, it is worse than ignorance. No doubt it has been in 
the past very often employed for selfish ends. L et us hope that 
the students of the future will have a better aim, and will turn 
astrology into a means for helping and enlightening the race rather 
than to employ it as a mere money-making agency.

It is not generally known that there are three sets or kinds of 
astrological directions, each producing certain effedts, yet all de
pendent to a considerable extent upon each other. They may be 
described briefly as primary directions, secondary directions, and 
local transits. The latter are extremely simple and are generally 
employed by professional astrologers. They are based upon the 
diredt motion of the planets around the sun. While to the ob
server of the heavens night after night the planets which are 
visible appear to retain about the same relative position to each 
other, in reality they are moving onward at varying rates of speed, 
and each night take a slightly different position. While our earth 
completes the circuit of the sun in one year, it takes about thirty 
years for Saturn to finish its orbit. Each planet has a different 
motion. Hence the combinations of position that arise daily are 
praCtically infinite. The local transits are the transits of one 
planet over the place of another in any nativity. They produce 
the minor events of life, the daily cares, annoyances, triumphs, 
and joys which every one has, but which dp not as a rule produce 
any lasting effeCt. If, however, there is a coincidence of several 
evil transits at about the same time, particularly if the primary 
and secondary directions are also bad, then serious results may 
be* expeCted. It is said that even primary directions cannot take 
effeCt without having transits of a similar nature to work through, 
and on this many professional astrologers ignore primary direc
tions altogether, claiming that the local transits furnish all the



data required for making predictions. In reality the reason for 
such omission is the difficulty of computing such primary direc
tions. Local transits, on the other hand, require no mathematical 
skill or labor. The positions of the planets from day to day are 
given in every ephemeris or almanac that is published.

Secondary directions are also comparatively easy to compute, 
although it is difficult to explain the nature of their influence. 
They are said to be “ merely the aspeCts formed by the Sun or 
Moon within a few weeks after birth by their proper motion, in 
longitude, in the heavens” . But this definition fails to convey 
any meaning to the ordinary reader. I would therefore add that 
in astrology each day is but a micro-cosmic aspeCt of a longer 
period, and in a nativity each day succeeding birth is regarded as 
equivalent to a year of life. Thus the tenth day after birth will 
show events that will happen in the tenth year, the twentieth day 
day the twentieth year, and so on. Most astrologers use the 
secondary directions; and, in faCt, it is said that the old Arabian 
astrologers used nothing else for their prognostications. Certain 
it is that, however inexplicable it may appear, the secondary direc
tions are generally reliable. Their effeCts are short-lived, not last
ing over two or three weeks at most.

Primary directions are what prove the stumbling-block for 
nearly all would-be students of astrology. They require very 
complicated and abstruse computations, and one must be ac
quainted with logarithms and sines and tangents in order to make 
any progress whatever. Hence most modern professional astrolo
gers discard them altogether, and even speak slightingly of them. 
In faCt, Raphael openly advises against their use in his latest 
Guide to Astrology. But all the older astrologers considered pri
mary directions as being of primary importance. They bring 
about the great events of life. Marriage, death of parents, bank
ruptcy, professional success, are all denoted by them. Sometimes 
the influence of a primary direction is so great that it will last 
through several years. Hence these directions should not be 
ignored. It is no doubt true that a primary direction cannot aCt 
until there is a suitable combination of local transits for it to aCt 
through, but that does not give us sufficient ground for depending 
entirely upon the transits or even upon secondary directions.

The principle upon which is based the doCtrine of primary 
directions is the same macro-cosmic and micro-cosmic idea which 
underlies the secondary directions. Tne earth turns upon its axis 
every twenty-four hours. In that time each planet apparently 
travels completely around us, m aking a circuit of 360 degrees.



As in 24 hours there pass over the meridian 360 degrees, in one 
hour there will pass over 15 degrees, and one degree, being equal 
to one-fifteenth of an hour, is therefore equivalent to four minutes. 
Hence an error of four minutes in the time of birth will cause an 
error of one degree in right ascension, or of one whole year in the 
life of the native. It should be explained, however, that there 
are two methods of computing time. By the Ptolemaic system  
one degree equals a year of life. The Placidian theory, while 
more complex, has much to recommend it in the way of exacti
tude. As there are only 360 degrees in a circie, and as there are 
365 X  days in a year, it follows that to take a degree for a day or 
for a year is not, strictly speaking, correCt, although much more 
convenient. According to the Placidian rule, the right ascension 
of the sun is added to the arc of direction, and then to this are 
added the aCtual degrees and fractional parts thereof, in propor
tion as the days are actually longer or shorter. By this method 
a degree is sometimes greater and sometimes less than a year of 
life, but it is always proportional to the exaCt length of the day as 
shown by the ephemeris. Zadki'el and most modern astrologers em
ploy the Ptolemaic system of measurement. The difference between 
the two is so slight that it does not cut much of a figure either way.

There is one faCt, however, about astrology which cannot be 
two strongly dilated upon, and that is the necessity for ascertain
ing the exaCt time of birth. Astrologers who pretend to set up 
horoscopes, merely guessing at the hour of birth (in the absence 
of definite information), know very well that their predictions are 
extremely precarious. While the difference of a few hours does 
not affeCt materially the local transits—and it is from these that 
they draw their deductions— the difference of one minute in the 
time of birth will cause an error of three months in the time of 
any subsequent primary event, and an error of four minutes will 
throw a prediction out an entire year. Hence it cannot be too 
strongly urged that the first and greatest necessity in the casting 
of nativities is the determination of the exaCt time of birth.

Fortunately rules are laid down in the astrological books by 
which the true time of birth may be obtained. Without that 
knowledge astrological prediction is futile, striking here and there 
perhaps a few unimportant details, but leaving out all of the main 
and determining events. With a knowledge of the exaCt min
ute of birth the astrologer may confidently set forth all the lead
ing and minor occurrences of life, may warn of impending danger 
and prepare people to take advantage of fortunate incidents and 
epochs in their careers. G. E. W.



^ a r e t i .

T H E  S T O R Y  OF A N  A N G E L  T H A T  C A M E  FROM P A R A D IS E .

W H E N  Jared  entered the fold he marvelled much that his 
brother angels were so indifferent to the sorrows of the 
men that dwell on earth.

‘ ‘ Why do you not teach them wherein they err, that sin, sick
ness, sorrow, and death may be theirs no longer? ’’

“ Jared, thou knowest them not,”  answered the angels. “  Didst 
thou speak unto them with a voice of thunder and with words of 
fire, they would not hearken unto thee ” .

“ Surely thou dost them w rong” , said Jared. “ They cannot 
be deaf to the voice of God, since they themselves are of God. I 
m yself will go unto them ” .

The angels smiled pityingly and said again, “ Jared, they will 
not hearken unto thee ” .

Jared  left Paradise and went unto the abode of men, but they 
could not see him, for they were blind to things of the Spirit. 
And Jared  saw that to teach men he m ust appear as a man.

H e watched unto what manner of man men listened most, and 
he found that they who were bowed and old were reputed most 
wise, so as such he appeared unto them. He taught them the 
truths of the Spirit, and how good deeds bring forth rewards and 
evil deeds punishments.

But the people cried, ‘ ‘ Whence comes this grey-beard who doth 
teach such strange things! Doth any know his kin? ” And when 
they found that none knew him they would not hearken to his 
words, and Jared  went back to Paradise in sadness. But he de
spaired not. He saw that to have the ears of men he must be 
bom  as a man, and live and die as they do.

He willed that it should be so, and it was so. He became a 
teacher of the people, and they marvelled at the grandeur of his 
thoughts and said, “ How beautiful and fine are his words; they 
must be true. ”

But many said, “ All that he says of duties due from man to 
man is beautiful, but too impractical for us who live in the world.”

And when Jared  knew that they would not hearken unto him, 
he was sore grieved, and he reviled the leaders who m istaught the 
people and he called them hypocrites and knaves; so that they 
feared him, and lest he m ight do them hurt they laid hands upcn 
him and slew him.



When Jared  returned to Paradise he looked back to the earth 
w ith'sadness and longing in his eyes, and lo!—he saw that the 
people had Overthrown those who had slain him, and many sang 
Hozannas in his ttame and called him G od!

And Jared  murmured, “ My work is not yet done.”
E t h e l b e r t  J o h n s t o n , F. T . S.

&f)e lEartf) €f)am ot ifitofoes.
/g^ L T H O U G H  H. P. B. gave out to several of those who met 

her during the period from 1875 to 1878 the very same 
J  teachings in respedt to the nature of man and of the 
1 ‘ worlds ” he evolves in as were afterwards publicly expounded 
in Esoteric Buddhism by Mr. Sinnett upon letters received by him 
through her from her Teachers, the credit of thus publishing 
those teachings, if such credit is desired, must be granted to that 
author. But at the time he began his publications, we who had 
known the dodtrines so many years before wrote to H. P. B. com
plaining that the method adopted would lead to confusion on the 
one hand and to a materializing of the dodtrines on the other, 
while, of course, no objedtion was made in general to the divulge- 
ment of what at a prior date had been given us in confidence, for 
he could not and would not have given the teachings to the public 
at all unless he had been permitted to do so. And after all these 
years the confusion to which our letters adverted has arisen among 
Theosophists, while there has been an apparent lack of attempt to 
clear it away. In respedt to the “ Earth Chain of G lobes” , the 
materializing of the dodtrine and the confusion in the minds of 
students have been greater than in regard to any other of the 
teachings. This cloudiness I will now attempt to dissipate, if 
possible, with the help of some of H. P. B .’s own words in her 
book, the time having arrived and permission being granted, and 
access being also had to certain plain statements thereupon from 
the original sources.

In Esoteric Buddhism, 6th ed., p. 77, we find in reference to the 
‘ ‘ Chain of Globes ” :

S eparated as these are  in reg ard  to the grossly m echanical m atter of which 
they consist, they are closely and intim ately bound togeth er by subtle  currents 

and forces. . . .  I t  is along these subtle currents th a t th e  life elem ents pass 
from world to  world. . . . T he m ost ethereal of th e  whole series. . . .  A s it 

passes from  world Z back again to world A.

Then follows, for illustrative purposes, the figure of a series of 
tubs to represent the various globes of the whole series, one filling



up from the overflow out of the preceding tub. Further, that the 
life wave reaches Globe A  or B, and so on. ‘

All this, in the absence of other explanations, and naturally 
consequent upon modern habits of thought, has fixed the idea in 
minds of many that the seven globes through which the evolu
tion of man is carried on are in fa<5t separated from each other; 
that they have between each other spaces along which currents 
flow to and from ; and although the illustration of the series of 
tubs might be very well used for even the most metaphysical of 
problems, it had the effeiSt of additionally deepening the idea of 
the aCtual separation from each other of the seven “ globes” . 
It has been thought that they were as much apart from each as 
any visible planet, although connected by “ subtle currents and 
forces. ”

But the fadt is otherwise. The seven globes of earth’s chain 
. are not separated at all, and are interblended and mixed with 
each other. T o  make it clearer, if we were to develop inner 
sight so as to perceive on the plane of the next globe, the fifth, 
it would not appear as a definite ball in the sky or space. 
Whether it be smaller or larger than this earth—a fa<5t not yet 
cleared up— it would be seen to possess the earth as the earth 
holds it.

It may be asked, Why was this not told in the beginning? Be
cause it was useless to tell, no one being at hand to understand it; 
and also because if insisted on—and it was not of enough import
ance to require insistance—the consequence might have been that 
even Mr. Sinnett would not have published his invaluable and 
extremely useful book. He confessed in that work that the doc
trines propounded were new to him, and seemingly opposed to 
modern ideas of nature. In great part this was true, though 
there were very many who did not find them new but who were 
not sufficient in number to risk then an insistance on a point that 
m ight too far violate the materialistic conceptions prevalent. 
Since then, however, times have altered, and a large and daily 
increasing number of minds are ready for the destruction of 
the idea contained in these words from the above quotation: 
“  Separated as these are in regard to the grossly mechanical matter of 
which they are composed” Strike out this statement, and the rest 
of the explanation can be construed to agree with the faCts as 
laid down by those who inspired the book.

The globes of the earth-chain ate  not “ separated in regard to 
the grossly mechanical particles” , but their particles are inter
blended. When we pass on to the plane of life which Globe 5 or



E  represents, it will be and appear to our then senses as gross, 
while the particles of this one will not be visible although still 
interblended with the other. It was to this very sentence that 
we obje<5ted in 1875, because it contains the .statement of a fallacy 
growing out of materialistic conception.

On this very subje<5t the teachers of H. P. B. wrote, Secret 
Doctrine, v. I, p. 166:

W ere psychic and  spiritual teachings more fully understood, it would be next 
to  im possible to even im agine such an incongruity. . . .  In short, as globes, 

they are in c o a d u n i t i o n  b u t not in c o n s u b s t a n t i a l i t y  w i t h  o u r  e a r t h , and 
thus pertain  to quite another state  of consciousness.”

This should be clear enough, and, as if to draw special attention 
to it, the very words which give the corre<5t doftrine about our 
“ fellow g lob es” were printed in capital letters.

“ Consubstantiality” means the state o f  being the same substance. 
This is negatived in respe<5t to the g lob es; but it is asserted that 
they, being o f  different substances, are united in one mass, for such is 
the meaning of “  co-adunition ” . If this be the case, as must be 
on the original authority, it then follows that the “ seven globes 
of earth’s chain, while differing from each other as to what is 
commonly called substance, are united together in a single mass. 
And when one is asked to shake off the dense veil of m atter which 
beclouds the sight so as to perceive another of the globes, it is by 
no means meant that the companion globe, or globes as the case 
may be, would be seen rolling in space all by itse lf :”—and this 
is from another explanatory letter from the first authority. In 
the paragraph from Secret Doctrine attention is called to the fa<5t 
that just because the seven globes are in co-adunition but not 
in consubstantiality with each other they pertain to a state of 
consciousness quite other than that we are compelled to be in 
now.

A s H. P. B. used a diagram in which the globes are set down 
as separated, it only requires to be remembered that the system 
could not, on a flat surface by mere lines, be illustrated in any 
other way and be at all clear. Besides, all the diagram s and 
illustrations must be construed with the quotation on p. 166 in 
view, as well as the numerous pages of similar explanations.

Every student should make inquiry of himself to see what his 
ideas are on this subjeft, and revise them if they are found not to 
be in accord with what was so clearly explained in the words 
above quoted. For this lies at the root of many other difficulties. 
Materialistic conceptions pn this will lead to materializing, localiz
ing, and separating of states such as Devachan, and to perhaps



dogmas about places that do not exist, when states of conscious
ness should be dwelt upon. For, as was written in a letter quoted 
by H. P. B . :

Unless less trouble is taken to reconcile the irreconcileable—th a t is to say, 
the m etaphysical and spiritual sciences with physical or natu ral philosophy, 

“ n a tu ra l” being a  synonym  to them  [m en of science] of th a t m atter which 
falls u nder the perception of their corporeal senses—no progress can be really 
achieved.

And on page 169 of vol. 1 of Secret Doctrine is a sentence not 
printed as a quotation, but which is really one from one of the 
same teacher’s letters, reading: •

T o be fully realized [th e  evolution of th e  m onads on the globes] both this 

process and  th a t of the birth  of the globes m ust be exam ined fa r m ore from 

their m etaphysical aspect th an  from  w hat one m ight call a  statistical stan d 

p o in t

Although the Lodge has declared through the mouth of H. P. B. 
that the complete truth on these m atters is the heritage of future 
generations, yet we who are working in the movement now, be
lieving in reincarnation and knowing the force of Karmic tenden
cies, must not forget that we are destined to return in future 
years once more to the same work. We should therefore study 
the pure spiritual, psychic, and metaphysical aspects of the doc
trines, leaving disputes with the changing science of the day to 
those who are amused by it. For those disputes are wholly unim
portant, since they will dll pass aw ay; but the spirit of truth will 
not pass, nor shall we who endeavor to find her and to understand 
what she says to us. W i l l i a m  Q. Ju d g e .

i f  aces of JFrientrs.
I d w a r d  B u r r o u g h s  R a m b o  is now the treasurer for the Paci

fic Coast Committee for Theosophical Work. He is an old 
friend of ours, yet it was under protest that we obtained 

fadts for this article. It should be known that none of the persons 
given in this series desired to be written about, but we think it 
well to have the faces of friends before us when they are so far 
away.

Mr. Ram bo was born in Cincinnati in the year 1845 on the 5th 
of April, of Quaker parents. He went to public school in the 
west, and his father died when he was but 13. L ater on, with 
money earned by himself, Rambo went to school again in Provi
dence to the Quaker School, and still later he went into the school
ing of the T. S. After various business changes he became con-



E. B. RAMBO, O F SAN FRANCISCO.

nected with the Winchester Arms Co., and in 1882 was sent by 
them to open their house in San Francisco. He was married in 
1870 and left a widower in 1888.

Quaker teaching of the “ light w ithin” was the main cause for 
his coming into the T. S. H e went into the Presbyterian Church 
in Chicago, bat that was not satisfying to his soul, and he still 
sought among the primitive Friends the Theosophy he claims is 
found there. In 1886 from studying the charaCtor of a friend he 
was led to investigate spiritualism, and gave it attention for some 
years but with no satisfaction, but it made an alteration in his 
mode of life so that he became a vegetarian and a striCt abstainer 
from alcohol and narcotics; it also led him to believe in continuity 
if not in immortality. In 1886 he went to a camp-meeting of spir
itualists at Oakland, Cal., and there a speaker showed that Rein
carnation is the only just and true dodtrine of immortality, and 
he left "that meeting convinced of the faCt of reincarnation for the 
thinking man. But still not finding the satisfaction desired, he 
read Theosophical books, and in 1888 joined the Golden Gate 
Lodge of the T. S., and there he is still but not quiet.

As Treasurer of the Committee he is of the greatest use, and 
when helping in the work of the Branch he often reads papers



But as a steady, calm, and judicious Theosophist, he must meet 
with grace froip all. Such members are wanted. At the Con
vention held in Boston in 1891 he was the chairman, and there pre
sided at Annie Besant’s lecture on her first visit to America. And 
now in 1893, on his own Coast, he has generously adted for the ed
itor of the P a t h  in managing the lecturing tour of Mrs. Besant 
from Seattle to San Diego. His friends on the Coast sometimes 
think him over-careful and backward, but that is well, for he thus 
adts as a counter-balance to the members who might fly off too far 
on a tangent. In fadt, our Brother Rambo is almost good enough 
to be a native son of the Golden West.

jFormatum of (Ergstate.

f N the writings of Froebel, the German mineralogist and edu
cator, there are some interesting passages on the formation 
of crystals. He says, “ The world of crystals proclaimed to 

me in distinct and unequivocal terms the laws of human life 
“ What the spiritual eye sees inwardly in the world of thought 

and mind, it sees outwardly in the world of crystals ”.
“ Man in his external manifestation, like the crystal, bearing 

within himself the living unity, shows at first more one-sidedness, 
individuality, and incompleteness, and only at a later period rises 
to all-sidedness, harmony, and completeness ”.

Having thus perceived intuitionally the inner meaning of de
velopment as seen in crystals, he describes in detail the adtion of 
force in its tendency “ to represent each thing in unity, individu
ality, and diversity; to generalize the most particular and to repre
sent the most general in the most particular; and, lastly, to make 
the internal external, the external internal, and to represent both 
in harmony and union”. He speaks especially of “ the tendency 
of force to derive the line and the plane from the point, to repre
sent the point as a line and as a plane, the line as a point and as a 
plane, to contract the line into a point and expand it into a plane ”, 
etc. These processes are illustrated in the formation of the differ
ent crystal forms. The inner nature of the force is always spheri
cal, and the crystal having passed through various stages tends to 
return to the spherical form.

“ The force at last reaches so high a degree of tension of inner 
and outer opposition that even the external results show that the 
tendency to relieve this antithesis has become the chief tendency 
of the force ”.



This is the story of evolution and involution given in a few  
words, and is even more significant for us with our wider knowl
edge than it was for Froebel himself. Yet he says that to him the 
crystals were “ a mirror of the development and history of man
kind ”. Much more are they so for the student of evolution.

H e describes the development of the cube form according to the 
law of necessity. The force proceeds from a centre, and there is 
always at that centre a set of three bilateral directions perpendicu
lar to one another.

“ The result of the predominance of these three bilateral per
pendicular directions must be a crystal limited by straight lines 
and planes, revealing in every part the inner nature and aCtion of 
the force ”.

The cube is the only form which fulfils these conditions. For 
‘ ‘ each of the eight corners shows the perpendicularity of the three 
bilateral directions at the centre, and thus indicates externally the 
centre of the cube. Similarly, the three sets of four parallel 
edges show each of the inner directions fourfold. The six faces 
mark in their centres the six terminal points of the three bilateral 
directions, and thus determine the invisible centre of the cube ”.

He then explains the development of other regular forms from 
the cube—the tetrahedron and oCtahedron, by the tendency of the 
comers to become planes, the faces to become points, etc., and 
thus traces the inner meaning of the development of form. Fol
lowing his line of thought carefully, one is not surprised that he 
saw so clearly the analogy between human development and the 
development of crystals, and that he saw in crystallography “ the 
possibility of direCt proof of the inner connection of all things

S a r a h  Corbett, F. T. S.

[ E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e . —T he foregoing short article is highly suggestive, and a  

study of the laws governing formation of crystals would be very  instructive 

for Theosophists. T h e  whole schem e of evolution on the p lanet had  to  be gone 

through in the m ineral kingdom  before th e  m aterials could be gotten ready  for 

anim al and p resen t hum an bodies. T hese law s therefore are  a t  the bottom  of 

our m ental and physical acts, inclusive of occult phenom ena of every sort. 
N e x t  a fter th is are  chemical laws, which m ust be understood as well as the first 

before the stu d en t can do an y th in g  practical in occultism. A nd when stud en ts 

study these aud com prehend th eir com plexity and v ast range, it will be seen 
how foolish it is to wish to be A depts when we are  only children, an d  how 

much b etter it would be for the world if Theosophists hungered to seek and to 
save the world from its sorrow, ra th e r th an  to be ever w ishing to see w onders 

in natu re  and to do w hat only scientific train ing  for lives can enable us to do. 

D isciples are  m any, bu t earnest, devoted, self-sacrificing disciples are  few .]
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Ti t e r ary  "No t e s .
D e c e m b e r  T h e o s o p h i s t . “ Old D iary L eaves IX "  describes form al m eet

ings a t the beginning of our history, an d  also shows th a t our nam e w as adopted 

Sept. 18, 1875. T h e  series begins to  lose in terest, as the central figure, H. P. 

Blavatsky—w ithout whom nothing would have been possible for us—alm ost 

disappears from the account an d  is, in fact, suppressed. T h ere  is a  lapse of 

m em ory in the sta tem en t th a t it w as proposed to m ake the T . S. a  degree in 

Freem asonry. No such th in g  w as seriously proposed. T h e  references to r it

ual a re  also incorrect, as w hat was asked for by me and Gen. D oubleday was 
the ritual of our own initiation or else its abolishm ent, an d  not an y  im itation 

of M asonry. T hese slips are  not u n natural, considering the g re a t lapse of 
time. “ T hree T h o usand Y ears A g o ” is a  singularly  in teresting  translation of 

an E gyptian  hieroglyphic showing the em ploym ent of mesmerism a t th a t date, 
and is copiously illustrated  an d  com m ented upon. “  T h ib et an d  the T h ib e ta n s” 

gives a  little, a  very little, inform ation about both, th e  m ost salient item  being 

th a t “ b ath in g  is quite unknown to th e m ” .—[W . Q. J.J

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S i f t i n g s , vol. v, No. 13, begins w ith “ H erm etic Philosophy” 

by P. W. Bullock, a  clear, reverent, an d  beautiful exposition thereof, instanc

ing its unison with w hat we now know as Theosophy, an d  pointing out its ele

vation of character an d  spiritualizing influence. “ T h e  Occultism of Southern 

In d ia ” is a  rep rin t from th e  Theosophist, an d  gives large inform ation in m ost 
com pact form. I t  ends w ith these words: " I t  is w iser therefore not to seek 

the p a th  of ch elash ip ; if the m an is fit for it, his K arm a will lead him to it im
perceptibly an d  infallib ly; for the path  of occultism seeks the chela, an d  will 

not fail to find him w hen the fit m an presents him self” .—[A. F .]

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S i f t i n g s , vol. v, No, 14, has two papers. “ T he M ystic Side 

of C hristianity ” h as all of th a t gracious spirit and charm  of expression which 
m akes everything by Miss Em ily K islingbury such delightful reading, but it  is 

not wholly satisfactory in treatm ent. I t  is m ainly a  chronological list of m ys

tics, not an exposition of mysticism , w hereas the title prom ises the latter. A 

very rich paper m ight have been prepared  upon the distinctively m ystic m ind, 

m ethod, habit, doctrine, effect on life, etc., its relation to occult law, and its 

risks from sentim ent an d  unpracticality. “  C hristm as P eace” , by th e  Rev. Geo. 
W. Allen, is  of singular clear-headedness an d  catholicity, an d  expresses a  vol

um e in the words, ‘ ‘ W hen C hristians are Christ-like the w orld will believe in 

C h ris t" .—[A. F .]

A  M o d e r n  C a t e c h i s m , for the use of those who are  outgrow ing their sw ad

dling clothes", b y  Mrs. U. N. G estefeld, F. T . S. I t  is bright, incisive, terse, 
elevated, and  fearless. A ny one m ay breathe m ore freely an d  healthily  in such 
air. T h e  allegorizing of w hat purports to be history m ust alw ays be uncer

tain  even w hen not fanciful, an d  a  catechism should not raise a  suspicion of 

insecurity. Nor, to be perfect, should it assert doubtful propositions which its 

necessary brevity prevents it from vindicating. One can hardly say th a t Mrs. 

G estefeld’s avoids these d a n g e rs; nor th a t every expression is rigorously accur

ate, as, for example, th a t “  the individual and particular person is the com ple

m ent of th e  general person", or th a t B ethlehem  m eans “ the house of obedi

e n ce” ; nor th a t there is a t all times entire absence of haziness in idea. T he



definition of sin as “ error in th o u g h t” is unfortunate as im plying th a t m is

taken doctrinal opinion is sinful, and th a t assaults and robberies are  not ; and 
the answ er th a t diseases are  healed “ by healing th e  soul” seem s ra th e r the 

dictum of a  generous enthusiasm  th a n  of dem onstrated  pathology. All the 
sam e, a  reader can enjoy the thorough em ancipation from conventional dogm a, 

a n d  particularly the epigram m atic punctures thereof, with which th e  whole 

book is so delightfully m arked. (Lovell, G estefeld &  Co., New Y ork.)—[A. F .]

T h e  L i g h t  o f  t h e  E a s t ,  No. 3 (N ov.) h as an instructive article on the Ve
das, and gives an ex tract from Mansel’s fam ous Limits of Religious Thought 
w ith notes attem pting, b u t of course vainly, to save H indu Theology from the 

contradictions which Mansel shows inherent in all theology. Each system  

naturally  supposes itself free therefrom , an d  each thereby  proves anew  the 
tru th  of Mansel. “ B uddha an d  B uddhism ” begins a  series of papers prom 

ising well, and the Bhagavad-GitA w ith notes opens. T h e  subscription to 

Light is 12 shillings, not 15.—[A. F .]

P apf. rs  on  T h e o s o p h y  are three docum ents read  a t a  public m eeting in Auck

land on Nov. 6th, replying to an attack  upon Theosophy and H. P . B. by a  
clergym an nam ed C arter. T h e  first, by W. H. Draffin, excellently well defines 
and  explains Theosophy itse lf; the second, by Mrs. Sarah Draffin, is a  spirited 

defense of H. P . B .; and the third, “ T h e  tru th  about M adam e B lavatsky” , 

compiled by m em bers of the T .  S., exposes the Coulom b-Hodgson slanderers. 

T h ey  m ake a  pam phlet of 24 pages, an d  can do g rea t good w herever clerical 

or lay  defam ers lift up their voices.

D e c e m b e r  L u c if e r . Miss A rundale contributes a  studious p ap er on “ T he 

R eligion of th e  Pur anas", and Miss C orbett a  short b u t singularly  sensible ar

ticle on “ T h e  N atural and the Artificial in M orality". A dialogue upon “ T he 

Infinite U niverse and W orlds” by G iordano Bruno is translated  into English 

for the first tim e by W. R. Old, and  would be a  good deal more valuable if less 

w ordy an d  involved. I t  reads like much of P lato, a  m eaning in the author’s 

m ind being presum able, b u t one in the tex t doubtful. “  F ath er John of Kron
s ta d t” describes an  extraordinary  R ussian philanthropist an d  m ystic of our 

day. T he activities of the European Section are astonishing, and Lucifer's 
book review s are m arvels of thoroughness.—[A. F .]

T h e o s o p h ic a l  S i f t i n g s , vol. v, No. 15, “ Theosophical Conceptions of Com

passion and H um an Affection” is a  noble paper, fine and elevated an d  search

ing. Its  general teaching is rich an d  true, though the sta tem en t on page 10 

th a t the m eanest and m ost despicable is as much entitled  to  affectionate in terest 

as the foremost an d  most loyal is one of those extravagances which distress the 

friends an d  delight the enem ies of Theosophy. No doctrine can be true or en 

d uring which outrages reason, justice, and the m oral sen se; and the denial th at 

character and acts should have an y  proper effect on estim ation is exactly such 

doctrine. A s Theosophy is som etim es put, it seem s to lack a  perception of 

m oral distinctions an d  to tre a t desert as of no consequence. A ny tendency to 

let fine sentim ent or doctrinalism  run aw ay w ith common sense n ^eds to be 

w atched, especially a t  th is early  childhood of Theosophy in th e  W est, w here 

the world is m ostly inimical an d  only too sure to in terpret exhuberance as folly. 

“ T he P lanetary  C hain” is an able resumi of the teaching given in the Secret 
Doctrine, and is by G. R. S . M ead.—[A . F .]

D r . D . J. E d a l - B e h r a m , of N anpoora, Surat, India, h as reprinted as a  pam 

phlet Mr. Judge’s article in the New York Sun upon H. P. B . called “ T he



Esoteric S h e ” , an d  Mrs. B esant’s “ T he Theosophical Society an d  H. P. B.” 
T w o thousand copies have been prin ted  for gratu itous issue am ong T heosoph

ical inquirers in India. T h u s in In d ia  as in A ustralia  private devotion is m an
ifesting in g lad a tte m p t to  confute the slanderers of the M aster’s m essenger, 

an d  to  displace falsehoods by facts.

M r . J a m e s  H . Co n n e l l y ’s  “  C alling A ram in ta  B ack", which delighted read 

ers of th e  P a t h  som e eighteen m onths ago, has been republished in full by the 

New York World (W eekly) of Jan u ary  18th.

F uneral S ervice for S tudents of T heosophy is a  form p repared  by Rev. 

W m. E. Copeland, F . T . S., providing distinct p arts  for th e  house o r church, 
the grave, an d  th e  crem atory. I t  is published under the auspices of the Pacific 

Coast C om m ittee for Theosophical W ork, although w ith a  very  proper dis

claim er of com m itting th e  T . S., or anyone b u t the compiler, to its views. I t  
contains Invocations, ex tracts from the S criptures of various nations (other 

th an  th e  Bible), th eir sages an d  poets, A spirations, an address, an d  Benedic
tions. T h e  poetry  selected is not alw ays of the h ighest grade, an d  th a t by 

M inot J. Savage is bad, very  bad indeed. N aturally, an d  properly, all sect

arian  expressions have been avoided, though this scrupulosity has been ex
tended, one observes with a  touch of am usem ent, to  an  omission of p ray er or of 

an y th in g  beyond vague reference to God. On page 19 it is said  th a t “  Love is 
G od” , th e  converse of St. Jo h n ’s m ore inspiring expression. M ourners m ay 

perhaps become confused over the last sentence of one “ A spiration” ,— “ May 

the Sacred Fire, m ost glorious of all which has come forth from the Absolute, 

lift us from bondage to the Lower Self an d  raise us to sit with the Christ a t the 

rig h t h and  of the F a th e r” ; an d  th e  suggestion in the " In tro d u c tio n ” th a t the 

service be used “  w henever a  brother, sister, or friend enters D evachan ” seem s 

im practicable from our ignorance of the tim e. N or perhaps is it quite accurate 

to say(page 31) th a t we com m it the body to fire th a t it m a y b e  “ com pelled to re

linquish its  hold on the h igher elem ents of the complex being whom we call m an.” 

T h e  service gives evidence of caution, reverence, solem nity, an d  deep sym 
p athy with Theosophy in  certain of its aspects, b u t not of th at delicate senti
m ent, copious perception of hum an needs, an d  rich literary  and religious re

source which m ust be indispensable to the preparation of any  Office th a t shall 

prove o ther than local an d  transient. Still, it is well to have some attem pt, 
an d  in th is m atter as in all o thers there will doubtless evolve in tim e a  provis

ion in all respects elevated, dignified, consolatory, an d  correct.—[A . F .]

On behalf of the Executive Com m ittee I have to say th a t the issuance of 

this “ F uneral S ervice” with th e  endorsem ent of the Pacific Coast Committee 

on the fly-leaf and the nam e of the Theosophical Society and its seal on the 

title-page is irregular, im proper, an d  injudicious, as well as contrary  to my sug

gestions an d  requests previously given. W il l ia m  Q . J u d g e ,
Gen. Sec. American Sec.

A \irro r°f theA\pVerr\cr|t.
B r o o k l y n  T . S. adopted a  suggestion from Bro. Claude F. W right, and on 

S aturday  evening, Dec. 31st, assem bled to aw ait the coming of the New Year. 

I t  was a  cheery g ath erin g  and of light conversation except during an  interval 

a t  m idnight, when the thoughts of all w ere directed into a  deeper channel.



S e a t t l e  B r a n c h  N o . i  h as elected as P resident F ran k  I. B lodgett, an d  re

elected as Secretary E. O. Schwagerl. Branch m eetings continue earnest and  

profitable, are  held a t th e  President's house, and have an atten d an ce of 10 to
12. T he S unday evening lectures a ttra c t 30 to  40, and  are invariably followed 

by questions from th e  audience.

A r y a n  T. S. public lectures on S unday evenings in Jan u ary  were: is t. The 
Haunts of the Soul, Claude F. W right; 8th, Karma and Reincarnation, Miss 
K. H illard; 15th, The Veils of Maya, H . T . P atterson; 22d, What the The
osophist thinks, Alex. Fullerton; 29th, Evolutionary Cycles, W m. Main.

B r o o k l y n  T . S. public lectures on S unday evenings in Ja n u ary  were: 8th, 
The Astral Body, M. H. Phelps; 15th, What the Theosophist thinks, Alex. 

Fullerton; 29th, Practical Theosophy, Burcham  H arding.

“ H. P. B.” T . S. had Sunday evening lectures in January: 8th, The Heaven 
of Theosophy, Alex. Fullerton; 15th, Sorrow, its Cause and Cure, Miss A nna 
M. Stabler; 22d; Adepts: Who They are and What They do. Miss A nna M. 

Stabler. •

A t m a  T . S., New H aven, Conn., had th e  following lectures in January: is t. 

The Common Sense of Theosophy, Alex. Fullerton; 8th, The Veils of Maya, 
H enry T . P atterson; 15th, Nature's Workshops, Wm. Main; 22d, Dwellers 
in the Astral World, Jam es H. Connelly; 29th, Theosophy in Practice, Alex. 

Fullerton.

T o l e d o  T .  S. has elected as P resident Mr. John M. W heeler, an d  as Secretary 
Mrs. H elen L. W heeler, 215 io th  St. Im m ediately a fter being chartered, this 

Branch took in 20 new m em bers,—an incident probably unparalleled in the 
A m erican Section.

C h ic a g o  T . S. h as elected as Secretary Mrs. M. L. B rainard, F la t E, 4201 

Ellis Ave; D hyana T . S., Los Angeles, Miss S tella W. H art, 236 Newton S t ; 
Los A ngeles T . S., Miss E leanor A. Bromley, 823 Boston S t .; R am ayana T . S., 

Chicago, Miss M. E. A pplegate, 619 W. Jackson S t .; V aruna T . S., Bridgeport, 

Conn., Mrs. Isabella H. B utler, 89 Congress St.

C l a u d e  F. W r ig h t  has since D ecem ber 20th lectured an d  visited B ranches 

as follows. On D ecem ber 22d he lectured before the Brooklyn Branch on “ T he 

A stral S p h ere” ; on the 24th he visited Jam estow n, N. Y., an d  atten d ed  a  m eet

ing th a t evening of the T heosophists there. On C hristm as day he lectured a t 
m orning an d  evening services in the Independent Church, his topics being 

“ T h eosophy” and “ R eincarnation” respectively. On 26th he lectured before 
the B ranch a t Jam estow n on “ O ccultism ” . On the 27th he addressed it  on 

" D re a m s ”. On the 28th he attended  th e  weekly ordinary  B ranch m eeting and 
gave suggestions for carry ing  on th e  work of the Branch. H e then retu rn ed  

to  New York City. On New Y ear’s eve he atten d ed  inform al m eeting of the 

Theosophists of Brooklyn Branch. Ja n u a ry  is t  he lectured before A ryan  T . 

S. on “ T he H aunts of th e  S oul” . On Jan u ary  2d he again  addressed A ryan 

T . S. on “ T he Soul” . T hursday, Ja n u ary  5th, he left for P ittsburg , Pa. A 

m eeting was held on S aturday  evening of th e  m em bers there. O n M onday he 
lectured in the Hall over the Carnegie L ibrary , A llegheny, P a., on “ T heos

o p h y ” , and next evening a tten d ed  another m eeting of the m em bers in P itts

burg. T h e  sam e evening he left for Colum bus, Ohio, where he visited the 
mem bers. T hursday, F riday, an d  Saturday  following he stayed  w ith Dr. Buck 

of Cincinnati. On Saturday, Ja n u ary  15th, he lectured in St. Louis, Mo., on 

“ T heosophy” . T his was a t 3 p. m. T h e  sam e evening he m et th e  Branch



separately an d  gave suggestions for fu rth e r work. On T u esd ay  the 17th J a n 

uary he took the chair a t A nnie Besant’s lecture in K ansas City. Besides this 

Mr. W right has given num erous parlor talks and visited personally.

p a cific  CCoaot Item s.
G o l d e n  G a t e  L o d g e , San Francisco, has adopted the Associate M em bership 

scheme now in vogue in London an d  New York B ranches, and with gratifying 

results in increased attendance and interest. A nother feature in Branch pro

ceedings is th a t the P resident appoints a  m em ber to prepare a  p aper of 10 or 
15 m inutes’ length, to be read a t the following session. A fter the p aper is read, 

blank slips are  distributed to all present, m em bers and visitors, upon which 

m ay be w ritten questions upon the subject treated. T h e  slips are then col
lected, well mixed, and redistributed  am ong m em bers only, each being in turn  

called upon to answ er the question upon the slip given him. M embers unable 

to answ er a t once are  given until the next session to look up th e  subject. T he 

schem e originated with Mrs. A. T . Bush, and h as proved m ost successful.

W i l l a m e t t e  T. S., P ortland, O r., h as the following course of S unday even
ing public lectures: Jan . 1st, Cycles, World-building, and Planetary Chain, 
J. H. Scotford; 8th, Theosophy the Philosophy of the Day, A. R. Read; 

15th, Seven Divisions of Nature and Man, J . H. Scotford; 22d, Elementals, 
Elementaries, and Nirmanakayas, Miss M. E. Keene; 29th, Chelas, Yogis, 
and Adepts, Mrs. L. D. D urkee; Feb. 5th, Reincarnation and Phrenology, 
J. H. Scotford; 12th, Karma, Law of Cause and Effect, W allace Y ates; 19th, 

Devachan, Kama Loka, and Nirvana, M artin Q u in n ; 26th, Theosophy and 
Modern Civilization, A. R. R ead; March 5th, Macrocosm and Microcosm, 
J. H . Scotford; 12th, Lost Continents and Ancient Races, W . H. Galvani; 

19th, Books of Knowledge, J. H. Scotford; 26th, The Soul, J . H . Scotford.

T h e  P a c if ic  C o a s t  L e c t u r e r  gave lectures in Stockton, Calif., on the 14th 

and 17th of Decem ber, and on the 16th m et th e  Stockton Branch to discuss 

local T .  S. work, with view to inaugurate  regular public m eetings. N othing 

definite resulted.

A i .a y a  T . S., S anta A na, Calif., has elected as P resident Mr. Benj. F. Grou- 
ard, and as Secretary Mr. O range J. Clark.

dDbituary IVotices.
Gen. A bner Doubi.f.day died at M endham , New Jersey, on the 26th of J a n 

uary, 1893, of B right’s disease. H e was bom  a t Ballston Spa on the 26th of 

June, 1819, served honorably through the war, and went on the retired  list Dec. 
11, 1873. W hen F ort Sum ter was fired upon he was on d u ty  there. All his 

life he was an enquirer into the true life of the soul, and w as inclined to T heo
sophy before he joined the Socictv. Soon after the T. S. was founded he en 

tered the ranks, and  his nam e is the second on the first page of the A m erican 
register of mem bers. W hen Col. O lcott w ent to India  in 1878, Gen. Double

day was appointed President pro tern of the T . S. in America. H e joined the 

Aryan Branch in New York in its beginning, and w as well known to the m em 

bers, who universally respected his character and  were attracted  by his g entle

ness. Only a  few days before his death  he w rote to the G eneral Secretary  a 

le tter in which he spoke of the unlikelihood of his being cured, yet with great 
calmless. Peace to him, and doubtless when he retu rn s to earth  he will do 

more and still b e tter work for Theosophy, the cause he loved.



M r s . M a r y  G e b h a r d , F. T . S., wife of G ustave G ebhard, F. T . S., died in 
Berlin in h er sixtieth year on th e  15th of December, 1892. Mrs. G ebhard 

was an old friend of H. P . B., as was also her husband. In  their house H. P . B. 

and m any Theosophists w ere entertained; her son, A rth u r G ebhard, joined the 
editor of the P a t h  in startin g  th e  m ag azin e; she w as a  pupil in occultism of 
the fam ous ltliphas L e v i; in her life she w as beloved by all, who w ithout except

io n  reg ret h er departure.

M r s . E m m a  L .  S t o n e , Secretary of th e  V aruna Branch, Bridgeport, Conn., 
passed from th is incarnation in D ecem ber after a  long illness.

A N N I E  BE SAN T’ S T O U R .

L ast m onth we stopped the account a t O m aha. A  good reception m et her 

here an d  the audience was very much pleased. She m et all th e  m em bers also, 

an d  w as able to prepare herself for the long trip  to the C o ast O ur pray er th a t 

she m ight be helped by the Gods and  not storm ed upon w as negatived by the 

failure to s ta rt two days earlier, an d  the result w as th a t she was snow ed up 
very near to P ortland  and m issed the date  s e t  B ut the m em bers a t  P ortland  

got out a  lot of posters anouncing the delay, and th e  nex t day h ad  another 
hall an d  a  good audience. On the train  there w ere some discomforts, as all 

the provisions gave out an d  they had to do the b est they could. Mrs. B esant 
h ad  bu t little to eat for a  good m any hours. B ut th a t w as all forgotten when 

the genial kindness of the Californians shone on her. From  P ortland  she w ent 
to Tacom a and Seattle, and a t each place had  good audiences and good notices 

in the press. No one can speak too highly of th e  work done by th e  m em bers 

and th e  kindness shown to our m antram  A nnie Besant. A fter the lecture a t 

S eattle she w ent to O lym pia by boat. T h e  trip  w as m ade long by wind, and 

the audience good-naturedly w aited  for nearly two hours and then stayed  to 

h ear the last word. M embers and others followed Mrs. B esant to O lym pia from 

Seattle. T hey are  all enthusiastic about her, and we do not wonder. She then 

set out for San Francisco an d  had a  good trip  over th e  m ountains and  w as sur
prised to see the engines w orking with wood for fuel. B ut wood is m ore plenty 

there th an  coal.

'Frisco was reached by N ew-Y ear's-Day as a  g ift to  the people. M any m em 

bers m et h er a t Oakland. W e give no names, as all m ust be included. T hey 
took her over the bay and deposited her in the house of B rother R am bo of good 

and gentle memory, an d  as a  sort of offset to th e  honors on Dr. A nderson, who 

has a  sort of m ortgage on all the Theosophists from the E ast. B ut either house 
is truly  one of rest. In 'Frisco an d  O akland five lectures w ere given an d  all 

successes. M embers w ere also m et and benefitted by talks an d  suggestions. 

T h e  lectures have been the m ost successful of any ever given in the city, and 
evoked a  plenty of new spaper com m ent. M anagers advised against so many 

lectures on Theosophy, b u t all w ere b ad  prophets, for the public cam e to hear 
all. T he actual audiences reached can only be m easured by the circulation of 

the San Francisco daily papers which are read all over the S tate. T heir ideas 
on it  all have been copied here in New York. A ll this goes to show, as m em 

bers report from the Coast, th a t Theosophy is no longer an  unfam iliar subject. 

May th e  m em bers cultivate the seed sown and reap the harvest.

From  San Francisco Mrs. B esant arrived a t Los A ngeles on the 9th of J a n 

uary and lectured in the th eatre  to  a  large audience on Death and After. T he 

papers of th a t city said th a t she h ad  her audience in spite of counter a ttrac
tions. On the n t h  another lecture was given on Theosophy in Daily Life.



From  Los A ngeles she w ent to  San Diego, th e  extrem e en d  of h er W estern 

trip. S topping w ith B rother T hom as she h ad  good m eetings there. In  this 

city C aptain Simpson had gu aran teed  results for a  lecture. T his ended her 
Pacific tour, begun a t P ortland D ecem ber 26th. E veryw here, as usual, nothing 

b u t praise follows h er work. From  Los A ngeles train  for K ansas City was 
taken vid th e  N orth and  D enver. Snow, as feared, again , b u t fortunately  she 

g o t through safely an d  on tim e for work a t  K ansas City on the 17th, w here she 
w as m et by Dr. J. P. Knoche and C laude F. W right, who is also on a  T heo

sophical lecturing tour am ong Branches. T h e  nex t places are  St. Louis, In 

dianapolis, Cincinnati, D ayton, and Columbus.

E T C H I N G  O F  IN D IA N  H E A D Q U A R T E R S .

A  very fine etched p late of H eadq u arters a t A dyar, M adras, has been m ade 
by B rother George L. Cowee of G ardner, M ass., as an offering to the T . S. in 

America, th e  profits to go to  th e  general fund. A rtist’s remargue proofs, well 
printed on Japanese p aper of special thickness an d  carefully packed in a  tube, 
will be sent postpaid on receipt of $3.00. T h e  size of th e  sheet is 14 1-2 x 18 

1-2 inches. T h e  price is absurdly  below th e  value of the picture, b u t is fixed 

upon in order to perm it all m em bers to  feel th a t they can have it  for them 

selves or to  p resent to others. T h e  remargue is th e  seal of th e  T . S.

A ddress th e  P a t h , 144 M adison Ave, N ew  York.

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y  s  a p p e a l .

T h e G eneral Secretary has received not a  few generous replies to  th e  circular 

sent out w ith D ecem ber Forum to  announce the depleted sta te  of the treasury 

and  th e  im m ediate need for relief. T o  an d  including Jan . 20th, 135 m em bers sent 

$713.29. Six B ranches sent $22.45. One m em ber of very m oderate m eans 

gave $100. T w o m em bers sen t a t  once the $7.30 which w ould have accum u
lated in one year u n d er Mr. Bond's box-scheme. As th e  yearly dues from 
B ranches are  m ostly y e t to be paid, there is a  probability th a t th e  accruing in

come will, w ith above donations an d  those contem plated by Branches, secure 

expenditures for 1893. B ut this is no t y et certain. If all B rethren realized 
the very sm all am ount actually available from dues, and the propriety of the 

policy w hereby dues are  placed a t  an  insignificant figure so as to exclude no 

one, th e  generosity of m em bers being relied upon to fill the deficit, alm ost 

every one could an d  would exert him self to contribute. For all th e  kind help 

received th e  G eneral Secretary expresses th e  m ost cordial acknow ledgm ent and 

thanks. W i l l i a m  Q .  J u d g e .

N E W  YO RK H E A D Q U A R T E R S  B U D G E T .

Deficiency reported in Ja n u ary  P a th ..................................................................$503.50
C ontributions since Jan. re p o rt:

M embers of A ryan T. S . . . .  $87.30 R. O. R. B..................  $  1.00
'  B............................................  4.00 H. L. W ....................... 10.00

H. F .....................................  5.00 L .....................................  5.00
E. S. B...................................  5.00 --------  117 30
t

A ctual deficiency Jan . 21st....................................  . * ...............................  $  386 20

S i n c e  w e  s e e  t h a t  t h e  h a r s h  w o r d  a f f e c t e t h  t h e  b r u t e  w h i c h  k n o w s  n o t  l a n g u a g e ,  w e  
a r e  a s s u r e d  t h a t  h a r s h n e s s  o f  i t s e l f  d o t h  p i e r c e .—Book o f Items.

OM.


