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A Remarlkable Incident.

The Atlantic Monthly is a publication noted fer its strict ad-
herence to facts, and its correspondents are held to a strict ac-
counability in matters furnished by them for publication. Un-
der such circumstences, the following from its pages may be
considered a well authcnticated case of spirit return :

“Mrs. G . with her two little girls, of the respective ages
of eight and nine ycars, kad been staying in the country oun a
visit to her sister-in-law; buthaving taken ahouse near Loudon,
she sent the two children with their nurse off by an early train,
following hersclf by oune a few hours later. Toward the even-
1ing of the same day ¢ne of the little girls walked into a room of
the house which they had quitted in th2 ndorning, where a
cousin to whom she was much attached, was silting at his studies,
and said to him: “I have come to say good-bye Walter ; I shall
never see you again.” Then, kissing him she vanished from the
room. The young man was greatly startled and astonished, as
he had himself seen both the little girls and nurse off by the
morning train. At this very time of the evening both the chil-
dren in England were taken suddenly ill while playing in their
new home a few hours after they lLad arrived. The doctor
called in pronounced their complaint to be small-pox in the
most malignant forni. They both died within the week, but the
youngest died first. The day after she was buried the poor be-
reaved mother was auxiously watehing the last hours of the one
still left, for whom she ki'ew no chance of life remained. Sud-
denly the sick child woke up from a kind of stupor, and ex-
claimed : “Oh, look, mamma! look at the beautiful angels!”
pointing to the foot of the bed. Mrs. G—— saw nothing, but
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feard soft,.sweet musie, which seemed to tioat in the air. Again

he enild cacluined, “Oh, dear mamma, there is Minnie !” She
smiled, sud appeared greatly pleased. At this momeut Mrs.
distinctly heard a voice say, “Cowe, dear Ada, I any
waiting for you!? The sick ehild smiled again, aud died with-
out a struggle. Long did the peor mother remember overhear-
ing a childish eonversation between the two little ones, in
which the youngest said to the other that she felt sure she
should die first, and. would be eertain to come aud feteh her.”

> T

Clever Tmitators.

The Scientific American gives a method by which spirit pho-
tography may be very successfully imitated, but at the same
time does not commit itself to a denial of this phase of spivitual
manifestations. This matter of imitating spiritual manifesta-
tions is what Spiritualists have had to contend with sinee it was
brought to the notice of the world. Spiritvalists do not deny
that many phases can be very successfully imitated, but at the
same time they do deny thet these imitations disprove the truth
of Spiritualism. It will not be denied that there are meun who
can and do very successfully imitate the walk and conversa-
tion of the orthodox christian, and it is almost impossible to de-
tect the difference between them and the genuine believer, but
orthodox christians will vehemently deny thatthese hyproerites,-
as they are called, prove that their religion is false. So it is
with Spiritualists, they deny, that becanse some phiases of the
spiritual phenomena can beimitated that that imitation destroys
the truth of Spiritualism any more than the imitators of chris-
tianity destroys the truth of echristianity. A gold or silver
coin can be very successfully counterfeited, and the counter-
feit is frequently mistaken for the genuine coin by persons who
are not experts in their detection: yet the genuine coin does
not deteriorate in value on acceount of being so successtully
oaitated.  And so it is with certain spiritualistic phenouena.
Some phases can be very successtully imitated, and are fre-
guenily talen for the genunine article by persons who do not
-

.
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avail themelvess of the God-given priviiege and right to inform
themselves so as to be able to detect the counterfeit.

This power to imitate spiritual manifestations is frequently
tiken advantage of by the opponents of Spiritualism to de-
nounce it as a fraud and delusion. With equal propriety the
Spiritualist ean say to the orthodox christian, your doetrine is
& delusion by pointing out the hypocrite who professes to walk
in the way of christianity. What does all this teach? It teach-
es man to lay aside his boasted wisdom and investigate for
himself, and thus be able to discriminate between the genniine
and counterfeit manifestations.

— e

The Londen Spiritualist, of March Tth, in giving a brief aec-
count of a seance held on the previous Monday evening, the me-
dinm being under test conditions, says:

“ Many ot the usual manifestations took place, but the chief
features of the sitting were that one of the spirits materialized

himself four or five times, and once or twice over the center of
the table, see that everybody present could see the form from
head to waist; it was draped in white; and all saw that it was
an active and living being, illuminating its face by a flashirg
phosphorescent-looking light held in its hands.”
= W o - 2l

A corresponcent writing from a somewhat populous district
in the State of Olio, says that the paster of a Christian echurch

and his congregation ¢f two hundred and ten members have
been captured by the power of Spiritualism. The practical ev-
idence of a4 piicuomenal fact, in the mysterios subject, led to
other demoustrations so convineing that the entire congrega-
tion accepted the truth as developed. The world moves. The
spirit controls shere as well as controls in Philadelphia, that
promise another step which will astound the world.—[Mind and
datter,

>

e e e —
Mr. Goodwin and an Episcopal Sunday-school girl, both of
Portsmonth, N. I, have gone crazy through religious excite-
ment.—FEr, -
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GIVEN A SIGN.

BY CAROLINE A, MERIGHI.

In servied ranks the scraphs ly A\ boon to none vouchsated by hieavern.
Adown the sky, acrods the sky, Albeit prayertully

Singing lnmnph.mtl) Within this holiest atmosphere
What song no human tho't can know || 'T'o seraphs and archangels near,
Nor weasure in its ebh and flow, - Withouten hope, withouten fe: u,
Like to no strain of earth helow’ Souls ask all reverently.

The avchangelic symphony.
= 44 Al : - .
“I'he left hehind must bear tlieir pain—
One from the ranks hag distant flown, | | No ftower of love withounten stain—

Antl speeding oer the skies alone, They trust all trembliingly.
Pauses expectantly Souls made one not Death hath clett,
FTherve Where, snperiorin his height That soul shall joy of joy berett,
And witha erown of rays l)e(hnht Though it was, it was not left
Stands, garmented in spotless W hite, And prayed not hopelessly.™

A Presence tair to see,
L4 Al S il
I'he happy spirit sped awoy—

And the Death Angel softly said— The skies ag with a comet’s ray
[lis cithern “gaivst his choulder Liid, alitter all dazzlingly—
Gazing bhenjenantly :— A moment stands his Tove beside,

Wit boon, pale spivit, dost dvm:m(l?\ ‘ Wonderving and wiid, she rapturous
What cucrdon trom eelestind band, cried :
Pure, oh, thou pure of Spirvit Land,

Hast flown to ask of e?” “Since thou returnest, thou who died
Bofurnest thus to e,
\‘h M angels weep?  Yet, yet a tear “Neught now shall shake my soul's
Falls hunl the eyes as azure clear, . betier, -
1alle down all silently. 1.ife h:’n‘h no gorrow, earth no 571'1'101.
And frembling witn all-reverent gaze, I'o move the trust in el |
With hope his rdient brow ablaze | [Teaven doth this sign to e vochsate,
v hd raptin glad thongh awed anze, l“ me, gricl-lost. a wreck, a waif,
The spiril falteringly ' Anchorad to heaven, my soud is sate

In fuith immutably !

Answors: b would this night retarn
W hile <till a wateher's tapers burn—
Ahme! how patiently '—

And it omy form as on the varth

Give to her lonely spivits dearth

A joy scaree held in heaven its eivthg
Acain, the siehit of me.

l
' l“\m(’o this is true, what other thing
L Cun alter-revelation bring
N Qf joy or pain to me?
| tayved by this roek I ean but stay.
| llmu art. Life hath no sword shall slay
The great belief, por Tift away
The superfunan cestacy 7

o fask again to toneh her hand, In serried ranks the seraphs fly
Again asin the body stand i LAdown the sky, beyond the sky.
Al near and tanaibly . \mnmu exultingly.
To prove taat love is not (l(\lm\ul UPhey sing s ~Lhis m(rlnt fo faith is
Nor hy the worm the heart ug wle void, | aiven
Nor llw cruel mould alloyed. ',\nnllul zoul " and all the heaven
But held anchangably, Repeats G dawn the eloud hath viven
y : The archangelic symphony.
The Fresence said : @ To thee i= given —[Godys Ladys Book.



THE TEXAS SPIRITUALTSA. :

¥

The Position Of the Py ofessional Mediwm.

We copy the following well-timed remarks from that abie ex-
poneunt of the Spiritnal Philosophy, the London (Eng.)
and Daybreal :

Yy Mediwm

It is no dishonor to be a professianal mediuvm—that is to ex-
pend life’s energies in spiritual work, and in return acquire the
indispeunsible means of subsistence.  We have worked hand in
hand with all such as we felt were worthy, and indecd, made
the most of them “ professional,” that now oceupy the field, by
beralding their merits, and thus causing a demand for their ser-
vices. This we now do from week to week, and hope we have
in return the kind and loving endeavors on our hehalf of those
who have so long accepted our favors. We are, however,
strongly opposed to professionalism—that delegaling of all
thought and action in this Movement to a paid class, and allow-
ing Spiritvalists to ignore their own splritual faculties, and be
mere passive listeners and subseribers. This plan would soon
reduce Spintualism to a trade in tallk, like what exists in the
churches. The Spiritual Teacher at all times endeavors to ren-
der his audicory as independent of him as possible, that others
may be as able to teach him as he is to teach them, that they
may be able to do without him and allow him to look after his
own affairs. Oun this plane alone can there he brotherhood.
The professional Spiritual Teacher is, therefore, only a tempo-
rary expedient, to be done away with when the perfect day of
spiriteal Iight shiues forth; but while we have such useful
agents in our midst it is onr duty to honor, protect, and support
them, even as we would expect to be treated if we occupied
their arduous position. Our spiritual vision looks forward to
tue time when no man shall say unto his brother, “ Know the
Lord; but when all shall know him, {from the 1 .1st even unto
the greatest.

“Man was made for me,” said the pampered goose; and the
professional idea becoming dominant, would, in time, make it
appear that Spiritualists were made to support protessionals,
who liked that job better than getting up at the six o’clock belt
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aud doing a day’s drudgery. To see the professional idea in its
vigor observe the self-complgisant importance of miuisters of
all types, and yet there is not an humble creature in the country
who, by a steady course of self-culture, could not solve more of
the great problems of life for himself than the combined talent
of these sleek professionals could do for him., In short, man
knows nothing tjll he has discovered it for himself.
=

A New Era—Y. M. S. 32.

The editor of Mind and Matter hrs adopted the above date to
commemorate the advent of Modern Spiritualisin, as an era
which marks the worlds progress. We, in common with all
Spiritualists, heartily coincide with him in this impertant step,
and believe it eminently proper and just. After giving various
cogent reasons for this move the editor says:

“The first syund of that advancing army was heard at Roch-
ester thirty-one years ago, and was greeted by achild of tender
years, to whom belongs the immortal distinction of originating,
by that greeting, the grandest era of all ages.

“The teaching which has grown out of that apparemly humble
event is so far before all the teachings that ever preceded it
that it merits, in every scuse to be denominated THFR Npw
DISPENSATION.

“A few days since a medinm, Mr. Oliver Dliss, residing at
Sicklersville, N. J., came to this office and said he had been re-
guested by spirits to come there and to suggest to us the de-
sirableness and propriety of forinally ackunowledging publiely
our recognition of Modern Spiritualism as a New Dispensation
of truth and knowledge, such as was worthy to make the be-
zinuing of a new era. We felt the force and wisdom of the
sugeestion, and at once expressed our willingness to adopt it,
in dating the succeeding issues of Mind and Matter. We will
theretore, after this number, date our paper Y. M. S. (Year of
Modern Spivitualism) instead off A. D. (the yelir of our Lord.)

“in taking this step we know we will be regarded a attempt-
e au unwarranied chronological innovation, hut as we are
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editing aud publishing a journal, intended to preseut the just
claims of Modern Spiritualism, to general acceptance, we would
act inconsistently with our conviction if we difl not 1usist thet
its advent begins a New Era, peculiar to itself.”
<=
[ For the Texras Spiritualist.]
Spirit Levitation.

BY TOM. J. RUSSELL.

History is full of accounts of both persons and inanimate
things having been raised from the ground and suspended iu
the air, without visible means of support. Without attempting
an explanation at this time of the cause of these pheunomena,
further than calling them *spirit levitation,” more historical
évidence of such like occurrences will be given. Aud selec-
tions of a few out of many instances, as recorded in the histo-
ries of other nations, are here referred to, that it may be seeu
that similar ideas prevailed among other peoples and other re-
ligious siystems. Thus demonstrating the fact of the univer-
gality of the .belief among mankind. Though the universality
of the belief may not conclusively demonstrate the truth of the
theory that these acts are produeed by the direct agency ol
spirits disembodied, yet history does fully prove that this theo-
ry has been the accepted theory of mankind, in all ages of time
in accounting for these facts. And that too not only among
the ignorant devotee who believes in the doctrine of his priest
with an unquestioning faith, but by the most learned of philos-
ophers and scieutists of ancient and modern tlmes. All of
these things taken into consideration, should have weight with
the people in examining into the correctness of this theory.
The facts are established, the accounting for them is the ques-
tion now before she public. This mode of proof is constantly
used by religious teachers, and with much ‘effect, in enforcing
their own peculiar theological views. And their argument
may be formulated thus:—A doctrine that thousand and mil-
lions of people have believed in, and many suffered martyrdoe:
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for, during long ages of time, must certainly be true; such arc
the undoubted facts of this doetrine, therefore this docirine
must be true. Now il that style of logic is true as applied to
christianity, as preached at the present day, and of other sys-
tems of religion, why not of the theuvry of Spirit Levitation?
L the rule holds good in one cause, it 1s certainly good when
applied to another and similar one. A fair investigation is all
that is asked. Our motto is, “seek the truth.”

It is said of Jamblichus who lived in the fourth century, that
he was often raised from the ground when he prayed, to the
height of 10 cubits. The power that raised and sustained him
was invisible to the beholders.

Simon Magus, who had the difliculty with Peter, Acts VIIL 9,
was often raised from the ground and carried through the air,
S0 says contemporary history.

Saint Theresa, of the Catholic church, in her autobiography
says: “Sometimes my whole body was carried with my soul,
S0 as to be raised from the ground, but this was seldom. When
I wished to resist these raptures there seemed to be somewhat
of such mighty force under my feet which raised me up, that I
knew not what to compare it to. All my resistance availed
little.”

Cotton Mather, in his account of the Salem, (Mass.,) witheraft,
speaks of one Margaret Rule, and says: “Once her tormenters
(devils as he called them) pulled her up to the ceiling of the
chamber, and held her there before a numerous company of
spectators, who found it as much as they could do to pull ber
down again.”

The history of India gives accounts of such ievitations in
olden times, and travelers in that country of the present day
say (hat they have secen similar occurrences. DPhilostratus, a
historian of tho second eentury, says in his life of Appollonius,
ol Tyana, that the latter “saw the Brahmins in India suspended
in the air at the height of two cubits, and walk there without
visible support.” Dr, Crowell, in his work on Primitive Chris-
tianity and Modern Spivitualism, page 23, Says:

“British and other foreign residents in India have often been
1
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astonished at wmuessmo the suspension fu the air of the bodw
‘of the jugglers of that country, without visble meaus of support.
Oue of the itenerant exhbibitors, in the full glare of the tropical
sun, will commence his performance, seated upon the grouund
in front of a hotel or private residence, by covering himself
Wlth a doth or b.mkg and after remaining thus concealed for
'L few um}utes he will throw off the coV ermn‘ and be seen seat-
‘ed, Cross- 1egged in the air, without the least visible means of
support and :my person present is peumtted to try any experi-
ment to test the question of deception, such as thrusting a cane
or arm undcrnewth, and by a sweeping movement prove that
1.0 poss1ble obsmucuon exists to 1ts passage in any direction.”
Here 18 auother account from the same work. Lord adare,
in this work says Qf the lev1tat10n of Mr IIome, Just described
by the Master of Lmdsay L took both his feet in my hands
and away he went up into ’q_le air, so high that I was obliged to
let go his feet. He was carried along the wall, brughing past
the pictures, to the opposite side of the room. Hé then called
me over to lnm I took his ,han,d a,nd felt him allght upon the
floor. At Adare Maner, Ireland, all present saw him raised off
the ground in the open air, and floating past them at a height
‘which carried bim clear over a wall, by a mpyen}enb quite hori-
zontal and uniform, a distance ten or twelye yards.” Again
from the same author: “I have seen a table lifted clean over-
head six feet off the ground, but what is more remarkable, I
h(we seen an accordeon suspended in space for ten or twenty
mmutes, and played by an invisible agency.” .
It is unnecessary to length,en put these details of incidents,

as the books containing hundreds of such instances are within
~ the reach ef every person, and the spiritual papers are publish-

ing accounts of new occurrences every week, Whilehundreds
of instances might be given of other kinds, of phenomena, at-
trlbuted to the same cause, yet, bemrr of a different form, they
will not be cited here, as this paper. deals at present only with
the mmufestatlons known as levitations; or, the raising of pon-
derable objects from the ground and holding the same in aerial

'suspension without visible support. One branch at a time.
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& great majority of the scientific men of the day pretend to
not believe m these well-attest»d facts. Others denv them in
toto. Still ethers admit the facts, or at least the appearauce of
them, and pronounce them all delasions, or hallucination of the
mind, the phantems of a diseased brain. But all of these
quibbles aund contemptible evasions of the truth, are setv at
naught by the facts themselves., Science is a potent influence
in the universe of matter, and a knowledge of its laws explain
many things, otherwise hidden from humman knowledge. But
the present knowledge of natural laws and all the forees of na
fure as possessed by our scientific men, is no more the embodi-
ment of all nature, tharr the pig is an embodiment of the great
arth, on the surface of which it roots: Science as understood
sud taught in our schools, deals exclusively with objects that
ean he either weighed in the balances, measured by the rule,
demonstrated by the retort, or in a vaeuum. Ovr it deals alone
with matter in three states, the solid, the liquid and the gascous.
I't takes no note of the power of life that produces these mani-
testations of matter in a visible form. The rose has a fragrance
and musk an odor, but neither has ever been weighed, measured,
ot analyzed by tire physicist. Its existence is admitted, but its
cause is unkvowny sud that the same ¢ombinations of the atowms
of matter, will in' owre case produce one odor, and in another
case a different che, ticough the proportion and volume of the
atoms of each separate element are identical. The ultimate
ause is unknown, yet no' oue denies the existence of the per-
fume of the orange blossom, the fragrance of the rose, or the
scent of the musk. Now that there is a cause no one will deny,
for these things. But what is it 7 and where is1t ? who can tell ?
Now as to our facts heretofore related. They are just as posi-
tively proven to exist, and because some people have not seen
such levitations, that is no evideunce that they do not exist.
Thousauds  of people, natives of tropical climates, are accus-
tomed to seeing water and the use of it daily, yet have never
geen it solidified in the form of ice. And instances are on rec-
ord of intellicent men ot those countries having denied the ex-
istenee of jee, and ealled the persons who afiirmed the eéxistence
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of ice Hars and idiots.  Yet, here in Texas every one kunows
what ice is, and how it is made. The ignorance of one man
dou’t preve that another man is a fool or an imposter, because
the latter has seen things that the former has not, These levi-
tations way be in vielation of certain laws of natyre, as under-
stood by many other wise learned meu, And it is a notorious
fact that these very levitations are in direct opposition to the
laws of gravitation as expounded by Newton is correet. Sev-
eral learned men dispute his theory, on the ground that it does
not account for all the known phenaemena that come within its
influeyce.  When a man advauges so far into the domair of
science, that he understands the cause of all things, then he
may safely assert, like Dr. Beard, in speaking of levitations,
“that it was known deduciively by the established laws of phys-
iology, that they had not and could nat occur.,” Man’s mind is
entviro\y teo finite to pronounce such a judgment. IDr. Bearil
says that such things cannot occur, but thousauds of facts at-
test they do oceur.

That sueh things or facts have occurred in all ages of the
world and among all people; among the masgt learned and the
unlearned, the most civilized, and the savage, history too abun-
daytly proves, to be contradicted. And well might we disbe-
tieve, after alapse of several thousand years, the stories that
are often called fables, of the acts of angient Brahminical priests,
and fakirs, of Egyptian sorcerers, and magicians, Chaldean
soothsayers and necramancers, gnd those of other surrounding
and cotemporary nations, and even of Moses and Hebrew
prophets, did we not see the same identical feats performed
to-day, by hundreds of Spiritual mediums. If the universality
and similarity of the facts, and the belief of the cause of them,
are evideuce of the truth of them, then few things within the
knowledge of mankind are better establisned. Thomas Wright,
the author of Sorcery and Magic, and a sceptical member of the
National Institute of France, Says: “Every people, from the
rundest to the most refined. we may also add in every age, have
helieved in the kind of supernatural agency, which we under-
stand by this term.” “ It is founded on the equally extensive
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creed, that, besides our own visible existence, we live in an in-
visible world of spiritual beings, by which our actions and even
our thoughts are often guided, and which have a certaiu degree
of power over the elements and over the ordinary course of
human life.”

Now, all these things taken Iuto counsideration, the question
is pointedly asked of all people, and of Texas in particular, are’
not these phenomena worthy of yvour serious attention aud in-
vestigation 7 Will ot a knowledge of tlie truth in regard to
such matters justify you in studying them? They are doubt-
less new to the most -of you, but this renders them no less val-
uable and insfructive. 1o not stand back and say let scientific
men first investigate them. You are just as competent to in-
vestigate as the so-calléd scientific men of the day. These sci-
entitic men are valuable factors in the sum of life, in their
proper places. So are the preachers. DBut these facts are not
within the line of their several specialties. If you want legal
advice you don’t call on the doctor for it. If you are sick you
don’t send for the lawyer. If you want to study natural science
vou don’t go to the theologian. A man may be an eminent as-
tronomer, geologist or chemist, and yet kunow nothing of the
laws by which the human will controls the tunetions ol the body.
A man is not competent to decide upon the cause of the spirit-
nal phenomena, until he has studied' the same as a specialty.
Beeanse he is eminent as an authority in cne branch of physleal
science, does not constitute him an authority in another. '

These facts and the spiritual theory of their cause,are direct-
Iy opposed to the principles of natural science as understood
by materialists, and also is in opposition to the doctrine of the
chureh, which declares that all communications with the spmt
world ceased with the apostles. The two schools of old fogyism
have to be contended against, and both are averse tonew ideas.

joth hold to their old dogmas, as bemg infallible. Seewingly
forgetful of the tact that their own ideas, as now held by them,
were declared by their predecessors to be heretical. Gallileo
was persecuted by the church for teaching a new theory. So.
was Tow Taine for holding that a man has the right to e\ermse
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his reason in e‘mmmmg into the truth ot the christian religion
The. Academy of Science i in France, utd the Royal Sogjety of

ugland denjed Franklin and his refined electricity ; laughed
at Fulton and his concentrated steam ; . oted the eungincer Per-
(hmlet a straight Jacket for his offer to build railroads ; stared
Harvey out of countenance for advocating the cirenlation of
the blood. This blind bigotry of belief in the infallibility of the
wisdom of the past, is the one burmng disgrace of the 19th
Century. Only an age ago the dev otees of natural science had,
to fight for a respectable standing in society, and in the schools,
for the theories of astronomy and geologv, that are now taurrht'
dogmatically in the schools. This was against the church, which
is now silenced on these subject. E,ut scignee, or rather scien-
tific men, have grasped the scepter of despotism and now wield
it against all mvestwatlons into the evidences of the unmortalL
ty of the soul, under the, new theory.

[To be contineud.|
- -—
[For the Texas Spiritualist.]
Bible Lessons in Spiritualism.—No.

»

RBY CHAS. T. BOOTH.

It is quite ccmmon for the christian to class all Spiritualists
with infidels, aud charge them with a dxsbehef in"the bible.
Now, while this charge of want of belief in the bible may be
true as to some Spiritualists, it is not true as to all of them.
And when it is considered that the spmtua‘ ranks are filled
from all the churches, from materlahsts, delsts, infidels and
atheists, it will not excite Wonder that there is a great variety
of views entertained among Spmtuahsts in relahon to the bible.
And this faet aloue should serve to commend Splrxtuahsm to
the favorable consideration of the christian, Who truly desires
and seeks the advaucement of the human race. That it is ca-
pable of harmomung and umf\mcr a]l these diverse elements
into one brotherhood who believe in a supreme power, in a
continued existence after the death of the physical body,and in_
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ihe brotherhoad of man, all of which is in harmony with the
feachings of the christian churches, ought to be sufficient in-
{lucement to the christian to encourage the infidel in thus par-
tially accepting the truth, And as the Spiritualist believes in
seeking out and embracing the whole truth, if he were encour-
aged by the christian e might finally beled to accept the whole
christian faith, if his mind can be brought to see that it is true.
And upan the other hand, as no man hath all truth, by a free
interchange of opinions in an eayrnest search for the truth, it is
just possible that the christiay may find that heisin error upon
some paoints, in wihich case he would doubless be glad to modify
his views. The Spiritualist is not dogmatig¢, and willaccept the
truth, and embrace it freely, whether he finds it in the christian’s
or in the heathen’s belief; in the bible or in the Koran; in the
writings of Zoroaster, Coufucius or Brahma. He will accept .t
gladly, 'W.h,e.th,er it contirms or conflicts witly his former views.
The Truth is what he wants, and he will be content with nothing
short of the truth, while its attainment is possible.

But I am wandering somewhat fromn the purpose of this ar-
ticle. 1 wish to speak of the views of some Spiritualists in re-
lation to the biblegand it is proper to say at the outset that the
views expressed in this paper are those of the writer, and are
not intended as setting forth what any other Spiritualist is ex-
pectedto believe. We have no confession of faith, and no man’s
opinion should be ascribed to aaother until he shall himself
adopt them as his own,

The bible—King James’ version—is composed of fifty-six
different books, written by various authors, in different ages of
the world, covering a period of time of about twenty-five hun-
dred years. There is perhaps not one of these books that the
¢hurch fathers fully agree upon as being authentic. There is
not in existence an original copy of a single one of them, and
there has not been for perhaps a thousand years. Itis agreed
upon all hands, and I presume will not be disputed by any one
at all informed upon the subjeet, that there are many contra-
dictions in the bible, which to say the least are, in the present
state of learning inexplicable. That there have been many and
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grave changes in thié text by way of interpolations, explanations

and erasures, that cannot nwow be corrected, because of the

ahsence of the original instrument. That language, character

and conduct are frequently ascribed to God in the bible which

are totally 4l variance with our ideas of what God is. In the
Dld Testament for instance, he is reptesented as becoming
angry ; with having repented that he had made man ; with being
so forgetful that it was necesiary that he should have a sign
(the rainbow) to remind him thit he had made a covenant with
man ; with instructing the womén of Israel to borrow and carry
off the jewelry belonging to the Egyptians; with engaging in
wars for the sake of plunder; with giving captive maidens into

the custody of a brutal soldiery for outrage and defilement ;
with sending a lying spirit to lure Ahab to destruction: with
giving his most faithful servant Job into the hands of the devil
to afflict in person and property, merely to convince the devil
that Job was a faithful servant; with instructing his people that
when an animal died of disease they should not eat it them-
selves but to sell it to strangers Now I doubt if any christian
really believes God is any such a character as here represented;
and if he tdoes believe it he does not wortsliip him from love of
his character but rather frGm fear. Yet all this, and more, is
plainly written of God in the christian bible, and are the “hard
places’ tliat must be skipped by the preacher and kept as much
out of sighit as possible. Good men and women assent to such
slanders of the God of the universe because they have been
taught that it was blasphemous to deny anything that was writ-
ten in the bible. But in truth they do not believe in any suclh
horrible teachings. Now I do not hesitate to say that I do not
believe it. I will not believe that God is a liar, a thief and a
murderer and robber, though it is so stated in the bible. And
yet I believe more of all this than the christian does, and if you
will patiently read this paper through you may be able to see
that I have at least some good reasons for my belief. Now let
me explain: In the first place, I do not believe that God, the
supreme ruler of the universe, ever wrote or had any thing to
do with writing any of the books of the bible. I dobelieve that



- T i e T

63 'IHL U* XAS bl‘]Rlil AT ]51'

! . . : = : = v
the bible was wntt-en by dlfferent Bplrltual Mediums, under the

3 3 3 . 3 9 . . e e " -
iufluence or inspiration of different spirits. And I further be-

fieve that those writers thought it was God who inspired them
‘and talked with them, but I think they were mistaken in this
b(,lu,f, as the writings will in almdst every case show conclusive-
ly, if a little reason and cémmon seuse is employed when ex-
amimng them. 1tis v ery certain that some of them were liable
to this nnsmke, and that ib some instances the mistake occurred
—as in the case of the visit of the angel to Manoal’s wife, when
she and her husband mistook the angel for God himself. Also
fn the case of Joln on the isle of Patmos where he mistook the
spirit of one of the old prophets for God and fell down to wor-
ship him., W hen Moses was addressed from the bulmnr* bush,
whether by God or by a spirit, it would have been quite natural
for him to think it was God, and so honestI) write it when he
came to give a history of the occurrence. But it will not ap-
pear from a careful reading of the history of this occurrence,
and the conversation between Moses and the heavenly visitant
that Moses really believed that it wes God. For in speaking of

that being he calls him “Lord.” “Lord God,” and *angel of the

Lord.” It will alco be observed that when this bemo under-
takes to tell who he is, he first says to Moses tell them “I A
hath sent me untd@you,” and quite a number of times he de-
scribes himself as “the Lord God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” Now the
language as used in the record instead of showing that he
claimed to be the God of the universe seems to indicate that he
wished to conceal from Moses who he really was. This narra-
tive is recorded in the 3d and following chapters of Exodus,
and will repay a careful reading. In the 11th verse of the 4th
chapter he seems to claim to be God by the questidn he asks ;
at least e seems to have satisfied Moses that he was God, ot
some supeum being. In the 14th verse of same chapter it is
said, “And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses.”
Perhaps the 14th, 15th and 16th verses will help us to an under-
standing of who this God was. Why should God not do as
Moses wished and *alk directly with Aaron? It is said in the
9
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16th verse, “ITe shall be vo thee instead of a mouth and thou
shalt be to bim instead of God.” This would indicate a necessi-.
ty for the services of Moses as a medium between this God and
Aaron. That this God could not talk directly with Aaron or
with the pedple. XNow was this really God, or was it the spivit
of some Israelite who was desiring to use the mediwmthip of
Moses to liberate the children of Israel from bondage? That it
was a spirit is supported by the statement in the 24th verse of
the same chajter that the Lord met him at the inn and tried to
kill him. Is it pdssible that God tried to kill him and couldw’t
do it? Or isit not the more reasonablé view that when Moses
got into a row with his wife that he thereby furnished suitable
conditions for an Egyptian spirit to get control of him who
would try to kill him, that he might thius protect the institution
of slavery among his people. It doesnot seem to me reasonable
that God would send Moses on this mission to his people and
then try to Kill him as soon as he had signified a willingness to
obey. In the 7th chapter we have a contest of wonder working
between Moses and the wise men of Egypt, in which the Egyp-
tians performed as great wonders as any that were performed
by Moses or aaron. Their rods turned to serpents and at their
command the rivers became blood and the fish died therein.
And the contest shows that the Eyptians as well as Moses and
Aaron had the will of some being supetior fo man in the flesh.
That they also had a very powerful God aiding them, though
perhaps not so powerful as the one who was with Moses and
Aaron. 1 think the whole narrative shows that Moses was a
very superior spiritual medium, and that he was controlled by
the spirit of one of his ancestors who desired the abolition of
slavery amoug the Iigyptians, and he seems to have thought
that as his people had served their masters for four hundred
years, that they were entitled to some remuneration, even
though they had to get it by stealing their jewelry.

It appears quite reasonable to me that this spirit had not pro-
gressed enough to look upon this as wrong. But when such a
cours® of action is ascribed to Deity I must confess that 1 am
disposed to be skeptical. In this narrative it appears that the
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flue medinmship of Moses was necesdary for (He usé of thi?
spirit i’ making known his wishes. and that Aaron, who was
gifted in language, was reaaired to arouse the people by his
eloquence.

This view of the Lible narrative ehables us to intepret it with
out ascribiug to God a chapgable and weak character.

Thus it will be seen that I, and perhaps many other Spirvitual-
ists, are believers in the bible, and in reference to this particu-
lar narrative that we believe that the occurrences alltook place
substautially as related, and that it is ordy the christian inter-
pretation of it that we do not believe. We belinve that Moses
wrote what he belicved to betrue, and that it was trne except as
to the identity of the being with whom he conversed. Are we
not justified in thus interpreting the bible as any other hook to
harmonize with reasonr and common sense? Or shall we con
tinue, as the world has so long-done, to submit our reasoun inte’
the keeping of a priestiood who for their ¢wn seltish ends
would keep the world in ignorance, that they might the wmove
easily rule them through their fears.

- e o

The Benefits to Man of a Belief in Spiritaalism.

Written through the Mediumship of Mrs. L. S. Gardner, of Marlin,
by independent pencil Slate Writing.-

The question often arises “ Ot what benefit is Spiritualism ¥
Admitted it is all true, what good is it to know if we live in the
hereafter. The simple knowledge dees us no material good-”
It is a great mistake, which the sacred science will correct, if
rightly understood. Awsk the question; do you believe the soul
is immortal ? Without a moment’s hesitancy you have the an-
swer, I believe it. If you believe it, on what grounds is your
belief founded? Do you know that after death you shall live
again, possessing all the intellect, all the attributes you hold
now ? T willanswer for you: You have heen taught from your
birth that the bible is the inspired word of God, that Jesus
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gohirist was His sou, aud after having been buried three days
arose and appearved to his disciples to prove to them the doc-
trine he bad taught of complete resurrection. Did he not be-
fore entering upon his mission as a public teacher select his
immedigte attendants. He proved to a few the sweet fact that
we never dje, and developed in them many lmportant phases
which were practiced for the good of mankind. Until the
world becoming corrnpted spiritually. as it became more en-
lightened meutally, as the mind expanded under the influence
of enlightenment and knowledge, the lgve of power, which is
generated by a lave of self, Now tlis seems to be a contradic-
tion, but when may’s mind js educated he necessarily jmbibes a
desire to rule or gaovern, Iy different organizatigus this is dif-
ferent, but it is our provinee at present to deal with the rehig-
jous element. Under the teachings ot Jesus all mey were equal,
each could Jearn for himself of the true law of imnmartality, the
learning of which would lead te independence in thought and
action, each man being actuated by a desire for the right would
require no law but that of love, ng kijng but tke great ruling
power. This woyld necessifate the downfall of superiority,
save where hearts and mjngds were strayger aand more eager
to advance nearer the standard of perfection, To prevent this
laws were made, mandates issued, requiring all to worship God
by fixed rules. Finally the divine gift of mediumship, being
hrauded as infamous, was, under another naine, perverted into
priesteraft. First are preachers delegating to themselves the
right to direct the mind in all its endeavors to rise from the
elements of doyhts and errors. The obliteration of the direct
teachings of Christ led to many divisions or versions of the
frausmitted writings, As the immediate actors in th2 drama
gf his life passed away, their words becawe enigmatical, conse-
quently they were varjously interpreted. As education and re:
finement advanced ¢)'e mind expanded and sought to penetrate
ihie deeper mysteries, or what to it appeared hidden. The
record of Christ’s life was added to the inspired writings which
preceded him, and acknowledged to be the guide, the model oy
which wan should mould his life, and it is well so, for in his

-
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every day lite we see cnacted the whole law of love and kind-
ness; in his miracles we see the power of the creative mind,
and the direct influence of the spirits. You worship him as a
God ; by his own word you are wroug, for does he uot say, “Of
myself I can do nothing, but by the father that sent me, and it
ve helieve on me ye believe also on him.” He did not promise
life and salvation to any through himself, but taught them that
cvery good and perfect gift comes down from “the father of
livht, in whom there ls no variableness neitlier shadow of turn-
ine? e also tanght them to live aright by doing good, loving
one another, and trusiing in the father. Can you find a single
instance where his disciples worshipped him as the arbitrator
of their destiny? They considered him their teacher, the
Christ, the son of their father, their “clder biother,” for he was
purely human. Did he not beseech his father, his control to
be with him, to leave hlm not alone? Theologians say he be-
came human that he might know our wauts, that the law might
he fultilied, that allotted to man to die for disobedience. Is not
(iod omniscient, does he not know all things? He kuows all
our wants, no need for Him to enter the human form to see
our darkness. If he became human he abandoned his divinity,
if he took upon himself our humamty he must bhave possessed
himself of all human attributes ; if he did this he certainly was
uot divine, for he could not as God fultill the the law, which ac-
corded to man death ; hie must be purely human to suffer hnman
death, which he did to the utmmost. God iu sentencing man
said “In the day thou catest thereof thou shalt surely die.”
How cau biblicans reconcile Christ’s death with the fulfillment
of thid deeree?  According to their teachings it did not ab-
solve man from the natural or physical death, for daily natnre
claims the payment of her debt. DBut to substantiate their doc-
trine they contend that he offered to man a means whereby he
may be gaved from the second death, the eterual loss of the
soul.  Now if he had fulfilled the law by taking upon himself
the punishment, that punishment being eternal damnation, and
God being an exaet and truthfnl God, he would require the eu-
tire payment of this debt, in which case Christ, man’s scapegoat,
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must necessarily have given not only his natural body to death
but his soul to everlasting torment, that the mortgage on man
for the debt to God might be lifted. If he did this, where is
your Lord Jesus Christ? Surely not in heaven making iuter-
cessions for you. If he did not do all this he did not save you,
if he did not save you, he was not God.  If he was the chosen
instrument of the ruler of all, e must have had some especial
mnission, if his death naturally was not that nussion, aud he did
not die spiritually, for what was he sent ?

He is cailed Ruler, Teacher and Lord. He, it is evident, was
not a temporal ruler or leader, but a Spiritual Teacher. He
taught that man was possessed of an immortal being which af-
ter death should live; he taught complete and perfect resur-
rection, or rather to be explicit, eternal life a continuation of
existence. There is no resurrection of the physical body, which
is ouly a shadow of the real. Churist, while in the form, taugit
all this, and performed his miracles to prove it; they were not
wrought to prove his divinity, as is commouly believed, for if
he did it to prove he was God, would he not have sadly belied
himself, would he not have been conceited and anxious to show
to inferiors his greatness ? If he was one of the Trinity would
be have descended from his high estate and taken upon himself
the lowest degree of humaunity to prove his nobility? No.
Study carefully his teachings. You will not find where he
claims to be equal with God. IIis miracles were to convinee
those around him that there was a higher power working through
h.m, and as there is but one God, if those works were of a high-
er power that power was God ; if the power working through
him was God, he himself was lower than God, therefore he was
not God. Now i'e,did not prove his divinity, e proved that
be was working for man. If he could not save him from death
how could he benefit him? By teaching him there was no sting
to death; no victory in the grave; by opening the door of
eternity and letting in the light of truth to flood the world ; to
lift poor ecowering man above the fear of physical death, which
ends in the grave, and bidding ].iim look beyond and upward to
wiere he shall live and enjoy the sweet blessings of life, forever
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freed from the fears, doubts and errors of humanity. Chrisg
fanght this as a teacher; he taught this as a leader, he taugh,t
it as the first Spivitualisp Medium. This, and much more, a be-
lief in Spiritnalism will teach you.

A belief in Spiritualism will benefit, inasmuch as it will first
strip the grim monster death of all its stings; will divest the
grave of all it teyrors ; will lead the mind to think of its loved
oues as being not buried out of sight, but as passed from one
stage of actign tg another; only etherealized, refined, not afar
off in a heaven beyond the skies, in a world removed from your
sight, your reach, but just around you, within the reach of your
Jiand, the sound of your voice; not forever singing praises to
God, forgetful of your griefs and loneliness, but watehing over
you, caring for ygu and working for you, preparing a home just
across the river. A belief iy Spulbuahsm will benefit man in
fhat it will remove all fears Ofd future puuishment, in teaching
him that his s.ml\.mtlou does not depend upon the will of a hu-
ny wized savior; that the after-life will be measured by his own
st.nnl.ud he wul stand on his own merits. A belief in Spirit-
ualism Wl“ benefit man by giving him a knowledge of himself’;
by giving him an idea of the over-ruling power; by teachmg_
him the workiugs of the great laws: teaching him the method
by which he may begin in earth life the progression that shall
continue 80 long as he chooses to develop by his own exertions
the intellect bestowed upon him as a free gift by the great,}
high and just God. Fraternally,

S S. JONES.

¥

A Doubting Thomas Surprised.

We copy the following remarkable test, given at Stuart’s
tlall, Battle Creek, Mich,, during the Amliii'sary exercises,
from the Banner of Light :

* At the close of the session a tumbler of water containing
two white pinks and a carnation pink was exhibited to the au-
dience as the resualt of a private seance held with Mrs. Simpson
in one of the back rooms of Stuart’s Hall.  Amoung the audience
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#as Mr. John Deshon, a well-known farmer and a gentleman of
targe means residing in the town of Emmett, who rose to hig
feet and said he would give fifty dollars #f Mrs. Simpson would
préduce before the pecpls the sitme kind of flowers as those
shown., THe offer accepted, Mr. Déshon repaited to thé stage.
wlere ile put Mrs. Simpson to the wonderful test before the
fa'ff"ge audlence. Mrs. Simpson rolled the sleeve of her dress of
Iler right arm to the elbow, put Her right hand underneath the
flate, the tumbler of water on top of the slate, Mr. Deshon plac-
g his riglit hand unfferneath that of Mrs. Simpson’s, and
placing it up against the underside of the table. After a few
toment’s duration Mr. Deshon pulled the slate out from the
table, and behold, ghe three pinks were found in the tumbler!
The audienice was carried away as it were, by a pérfect storm
of applause; and it was fully five minutes befote order could be
restored. Mr. Dlesnon paid his fifty dollars, and Ias, perhaps,
Jearned ere this that the flowers were prod#ced from somé
power that is difficult to colceive of.”

> Gl - —

Spirit Communications:

Written for The Teras Spiritualist, Through the mediumship 6f
Mrs. L. S. GARDNER, of Marlin by independent pencil slate
writing :

“ My name is Ellen Berry. IhaveDbeen liere butalittle while,’
only since March 12th, 1879. I died at 6’ Vandewater St., N. Y.
Have not seen Peter yet. Tell them all T am nét an 6ld woman’
now, but young@nd happy, as when I lived in old Ireland.
Thank you.”

“ Send your paper to Eliza Kitchern, Rockdale, Téxas. She
will know me. JACK KITCHERN.”
“I don’t write often. Say a few words to day. I wasn’tvery
much surprised nor disappointed when I got here; had been a
believer a long time, but did not know what it was.
Your Father, ELISHA ATTAWAY.”
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“There is happiness (0F all coming ; sweet rest for each of
carth’s tired wanderers; a harp to be tuned by work-worn
fingers. The star of life is shining brightly, though it he far
away in the green meadows of the snmmer-land, A home awaits
the homeless ; friends are ready to greet the friendless. A
mission has each of us to perform, which is given according to
bur capacities. MWe are guarding and guiding influences to
those who walk in shadows; we lead them on and up from the
troubles of the carthiy life, to the rest of everlasting day.

Marlin Tex., April 20th, 1879, Vic. Boorn.”

“ Seud your paper to J. T. Flowers, Madison, Wis.
MARY IFLOWERS.”

—~wr = N
I copied the foregoing communicatious from the slate as they
were written, A M. ATTAWAY.

- - rea—

The following cheering words were given by mechanical slate
writing, through the medimmship ot Mrs. C. T. Boorn for C. W,
NEWNAM. at Hempstead, Texas, April 25th, 1879

A paper von have started [ For truth, and right. and progress,
On it mission ight trae, ‘ In faith and hope be tir.,

Mav those who rend it prgea Ne'er fear to imeet the stranger
B tirmn and Grithinl too, , Becanse he'll say v insane.”’

For our canse is mahing You know the cause is spreading,
Vst progrezs on the globe, f Soon all witl how the knee.

And zoon Uil send its cehoes | | And grasp the hand of reason
Aiong trom pols to pole. | l Without i doubting fear.

i

Y ou hive but bate enlisted | Now fricil. we bid vou welcomne,
In thiz wost ddourions canse, ‘ As=aworkerin the field, *
Then do not e faint-hearted, ! For futare right and justice
But stop not. never pause i Y our pen you now must wield ;
T'o s your way in futoure! || And we tm,‘i ussist you
The preseat i enongh ¢ ! From our®eht and sunny cline,
Al tends to vou'll be taithful | ' And for the work of printing
)

7 you'th but fhithtul work, ‘ Y ow'll receive reward in time,
OxLY ONE.
4 The day the above was written was a particularly gloomy one,
t- and the outlook very far from promising. We remember hav-
I.f ing a conversation With a friend the day the above was written
on the subject of the gloomy prospects and the seeming apathy
b df onr Spiritual friends,

3
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3y reference above it will be seen tliat we have associated
with us in the editorial mavafement of The Texas Spiritualist
Mr. C. T. BooTH, a gentlenman well-known in Texas as a lawyer
and writer of ability. He will throw all his best energies iuto
the work of advanciflg the cause of Spiritualism and elucidating
the doctrine of a future life of happiness without the interven-
tion of priesteraft and the thousand and one mumineries prac-
ticed by orthodox teachers. We trust that with his assistance

the paper will soon find its way into the hands of every Spirit-
ualist in Texas

L
- —

The 31st anniversary of modern Spiritualism was celebrated
in many cities and towns of the United States, and also in other
portious of the glohe. And from the widespread interest man-
ifested in the exercises of this ré-union it would not appear, as
the theological journals would have their readers believe, that
the cause is dying out; but rather that it had proclaimed an-
other and more vigorous campaign against ignorance, super-
stition and mental slavery. With bright unstained and flying
colors it will mov under its formet able leaders, assisted
by many newly comssmned ones, in the war of extermmatlon
which it has been waging against its enemies for thlrty one years.

Now shall we not all basten to enlist in this cause? Will not
every Spiritualist, who is now in the camps of the enemy, or
giving them aid and comfort by his silence and timidity, at once
come out holdly and proclaim his adherence to this noble cause.
It Spiritualism is true, and you know it to be so, why should
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you be ashamed of it? By your fear to acknowledge your con-
victions you justify the revilings you receive from the enemy.
When you shall show the houesty of your views by publicly
proclaiming them then will you and your cause be treated with
respect. The open and avowed Spiritualist is never burt by
the sneers and revilings of the theological bigot. IEvery one
who has received the truth should become teacher unto others,
first in his own family, and then in broader fields, as his ability
and opportunity may warrant. And most of all should he avoid
subjecting his children to the erroneous and pernicious teach-
ings ol the orthodox churches and sunday-schools, which will
inevitably warp and enslave their tender and susceptible minds.

B o o

Wanted—A Belicv®.

“And these signs shall follow them that believe : In my name
shall they cast out devils ; they shall speak with new tougues;
they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing,
if. shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and
they shall recover.”—|Mark XVI1,, 17-18.

The above is the language of Jesus Christ and were his last
words while upon earth (the second time). Now we call upon
tho orthodox churches, whose members profess to be believers,
to produce a believer, and prove him to be such, by any of the
above signs tollowing lum. Now these signs do follow the
Spiritual wedinm, and we submit that if the foregoing words of
Christ are to be received as the truth that we are justified in
elaiming that the mediums are the kind of believers thaf he was
talking about. The churches confess that these signs do not
follow their members, and, we understum’u get rid of this
damaging text they propose in their versiorof the bible, now
in progress in lingland, to expunge this portion of God’s word,
as they have declared it to be for eighteen hundred years.

But when they have amended God’s word, and made it as He
onght to harve made it, they will still fail to have the signs; and
,|,;. sieus will still follow the mediums to prove their heavenly

mission.
By the way, while this commission are revising and amending
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Athe bible would it not be a good idea to add a few passages,
here and there, specially declaring that Spiritualism is a hum-
hug, and devised by the devil for the purpose of deceiving the
people. This course the church has often pursued heretofore ;
aud, as heretofore, it would doubtless be an easy matter to
convinee many people that God originally wrote them. Aund
lest some should not believe a clause or two might be added
declaring such as did not believe should be damned.

i ¢ — -

Acknowledgment.

In response to our appeal in last issue a. M. Attaway, of
Marlin, Texas, hagsent us an order for ten extra copies of The
Spiritualist to b nt to as many of his friends, and we have no
doubt some of them at least will be induced thereby to investi-
gate this most important subject of Spiritualism, which has
brought new hope to so many milliens of earth’s children. We
hope otliers will be moved to pursue the same course as Dro.
Attaway. We are at this time publishing the paper at an actual
loss over and above our own labor. We have never expected
to make money out of this enterprise. Nor do we care to 'do
so. We shall be content if we receive enough from subsecrip
tion to pay the actual money outlay. [t is a labor of love upon
our part, prompted by the interest we feel in the greatest and
most soul-cheering truth that has ever engaged the attention of
mankind. We shall cheerfully give our own labor, aud so long
as the friends of the cause will furnish the neccessar. [ mount
o{ money to pay expeunses we will coutinue to publi
and it will aifor@us pleasure to expend all receipt
it shall be a welcome visitor in the family. cirele ol
itualist in the land. We wish our friends to feel that
is not made for our own benefit, but that it is made iu
the cause of Spiritualism. IFriends, this cause is deur '«
hearts of every one of you, and you wish to sce it extended .
much as possible, and you wish to see a good spiritual paper
built up here at home. Every one of you are willing to give
more iaan it will require to put this paper ou a firm footing.
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But it you delay about the wmfatter it may go dowu. Ev ers
reader ought at ouce to appealto the Spiritualists in his neigh-
borhood to d¢ all they can to sustain it. The paper only costs
eight cents per month, which surely any of you canafford if you
do not simply neglect the matter. And if even half of the Spir-
itualists of Texas were to become subséribers the suceess of
the paper will be assured. Let s efose this appeal by again
asking each one of you to yield to the promptings of the spirit
and act at once.
N . —_—

A few days sfice we received a call from the Texas veteran
and Spirituat veteran, Dr. S, Y. Reams, of Sempronius, Austin
county, Texas.” He had just visited our residgent medium, Mrs.
C. T. Booth. aud received through her mediuinship quite a
lengthy comnrithication iiv verse from his fathgmand children in
spirit life, of which he was fustly very proud,@®it breathed the
dame love and affection for Fim which they cherished while in
earth life. He is doing a good work for the cause, in a quiet
Vay, and left for his home with renéwed energy and hopeful-
ness. May he be spared many years as a teacher.’

S e,ea——

We send this number ot The Spiritualist to a number of par-
ties who are not subscribers and hope they will examine it and
ghow it to their neighbors who are friendly to the cause it ad-
voeates. And we hope that all who may see it and approve of
its mission will endeavor to extend its sphere of usefulness by
Lecom®ng subscribers, and inducing others to do likewis=.

R ==

The Banner of Light.—We are under continued obligations to’
this sterling Spiritual paper for kindly notices. The Banner
is the most able exponent of the Spiritual Philosopby in the
Umted States. It should be in"the hands of evexy Spiritualist.

Mind and Matter.—This invaluable advocaté of Spiritualisw
is a regular visitor to our oftice. No Spiritualist can afford to
be without it. Published by J. M. Roberts, Philadelplia.
Terms =2.15 per year.

The Olive Branch—For May is.ou our table filled, as usual.
with choice Spiritualistic literature.  Published at Utica, N. Y.
Terms =100 per year,
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