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A ReincurlcaMc Incident.
The Atlantic Monthly is a publication noted for its strict ad-

herence to facts, and its correspondents are held to a strict ac- 
fcounability in matters furnished by them for publication. Un-
der such circunistenees, the following from its pages may be 
considered a well authenticated case of spirit return:

|  Mrs. G ------! with her two little girls, of the respective ages
of eight and nine years, had been staying in the country on a 
visit to her sister-in-law f but having taken a house near London, 
she sent the two children with their nurse off by an early train, 
following herself by one a few hours later. Toward the even-
ing of the same day One of the little girls walked into a room of 
the house which they had quitted in the morning, where a 
cousin to whom she was much attached, was sitting at his studies, 
and said to him : “ I  have come to Say good-bye W a lte r; I  shall 
never see you again*”  Then, kissing him she vanished from the 
room. The young man was greatly startled and astonished, as 
he had himself seen both the little girls and nurse off by the 
morning train. A t  this very time of the evening both the chil-
dren in England were taken suddenly ill while playing in their 
new home a few hours after they had arrived, The doctor 
called in pronounced their complaint to be small-pox in the 
most malignant form. They both died within the week, but the 
youngest died first. The day after she was buried the poor b e-
reaved mother was anxiously watching the last hours of the one 
still left, for whom she kifew no chance of life remained. Sud-
denly the sick child woke lip from a kind of stupor, and ex-
claimed : “ Oh, look, mamma! look at the beautiful angels !?> 
pointing to the foot of the bed. Mrs. G ------saw nothing, but
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heard soft, sweet music, which seemed to float in the air. Again 
file child exclaimed, “ Oh, dear mamma, there is  Minnie !”  She  
smiled, and appeared greatly pleased. A t this moment M rs.
-------------distinctly heard a voice say, “ Come, dear A d a, I any
waiting for yon!”  The sick child smiled'again, and died with-' 
out a struggle. Long did the poor mother remember overhear-
ing a childish conversation between the two little ones, in 
which the youngest said to the other that she felt sure she 
should die first, and. would be certain to come and fetch her.”

Clever Im itators.
Thb gives ar method by which spirit pho-

tography may be very successfully imitated, but at the same 
time 'does not commit itself to a denial of this phase of spiritual 
manifestations. This matter of imitating spiritual manifesta-
tions is what Spiritualists have had to contend with since it was 
brought to the notice of the world. Spiritualists do not deny 
that many phases can be very successfully imitated| but at the 
same time they do deny that these imitations disprove the truth  
of Spiritualism. It will not be denied that there are men who 
can and do very successfully imitate the walk and conversa-
tion of the orthodox Christian, and it is almost impossible to de-
tect the difference between them and the genuine believer, but 
orthodox Christians will vehemently deny that these hyprocrites,- 
as they are called, prove that their religion is false. S o . i t  is 
with Spiritualists, they deny, that because some phases of the 
spiritual phenomena can be imitated that that imitation destroys; 
the truth of Spiritualism any more than the imitators of Chris-
tianity destroys the truth of Christianity. A  gold or silver 
coin can be very successfully counterfeited, and the counter-

fe it is frequently mistaken for the genuine coin by persons who 
are not experts in their detection I yet the genuine coin does 
not deteriorate in value on account of being so successfully 
imitated. And so it is with certain spiritualistic phenomena. 
Some phases can be very successfully imitated, and are fre-
quently taken for the genuine article by persons who do not
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avail themelvess of the God-given privilege and right to inform 
tliemselves so as to be able to detect the counterfeit.

This power to imitate spiritual manifestations is frequently 
taken advantage of by the opponents of Spiritualism to de-
nounce it as a fraud and delusion. W ith equal propriety the 
Spiritualist can say to the orthodox Christian, your doetrine is  
a delusion by pointing out the hypocrite who professes to walk  
in the way of Christianity. W hat does all this teach ® It  teach-
es man to lay aside his boasted wisdom and investigate for 

himself, and thus be able to discriminate between the genuine 
jand counterfeit manifestations.

The London Spiritualist, of M arch 7th, in giving a brief ac-
cou n t of a  seance held on the previous Monday evening, the me-
dium being under test conditions, s a y s :

“  M any ot the usual manifestations took place, but the chief 
features of the sitting were that one of the spirits materialized 
ihiipself four or frve times, and once or tw ice over the center of 
the table, see that everybody present could see the form from  
head to w a is t ; it was draped in white ; and all saw  that it w as  
an  active and living being, illuminating its face by a flashing 
phosphorescent-looking light held in its hands.”

----------- m 1 i -------------
A  correspondent w riting from a som ewhat populous district 

in the State of Ohio, says that the paster o f  a Christian church  
and his congregation o f two hundred and ten m em bers h ave  
been captured by the power of Spiritualism . The practical e v -
idence o f a phenomenal fact, in the m ysterios subject, led to  
other dem onstrations so convincing that the entire Congrega-
tion accep ted  the truth as developed. The w orld m oves. T h e  
-spirit controls there as well as controls in Philadelphia, that 
prom ise another step which will astound the w orld.— [M ind and 
M atter.

Mr. Goodwin and an Episcopal Sunday-school girl, both of 
Portsmouth, N. H., have gone crazy through religious excite 
ments—Ux.
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G I V E N  A S I G N .

BY CAROLINE A. MERIC,HI.

Jo serried ranks the sgraphs flv 
Ailown the sky, across the sky, 

Singing triumphantly 
What song no human tlio’l can know 
Nor measure In its ebb and flow, "  
Like to no strain of earth below 

'l'hc archangelie symphony.

One from the ranks has distant.flown, 
And speeding o’er the skies alone, 

Pauses expectantly 
There tvhere, superior in his height 
And with a crown of rays bedight 
Stands, garmented in spotless white,

A  Presence fair to see.

And the Death Angel softly said— 
i Us cithern ’gainst his shoulder laid, 

Gazing benignantly:— <
“ What boon, pale spirit, dost demand? 
What guerdon from celestial hand, 
Pure, oh, thou pure of Spirit Land, 

Hast llown to ask of me?”

Shall angels weep? Yet, yet a tear 
T alls from the eyes as azure clear, 

Falls down all silently,
And trembling, witnall-reverent gaze, 
W'itli hope his rndient brow ablaze 
ynd rapt in glad though awed amaze, 

'The spirit lalteringly

Answers: “  1 would this night return 
While still a watcher’s tapers burn— 

Ah me! how patiently !—
And in my form as on the earth 
Give to her lonely spirit's dearth 
A  joy scarce held in heaven itsgirth ; 

Again, the sight of me.

A  boon to none vouchsafed by heaven.
Albeit prayerfully 

Within tins Holiest atmosphere 
To seraphs and archangels near, 
Without™ hope, withouten fear,

Souls ask all reverently.

“ The left behind must bear their pain— 
No flower of love withouten stain— 

They trust all tremblingly.
Souls made one not Death hath cleft, 
That soul shall joy of joy bereft, 
Though it was, it was not left *

And prayed not hopelessly.’ ’

The happy spirit sped away—
The skies as with a comet’s ray 

Glitter all dazzlingly—
I A moment stands liis love beside, 

Wondering and wiid, she rapturous 
cried:

“ Since thou returncst. thou who died 
1 ’ eturnest thus to me,

“ Naught now shall shake my soul'-s 
belief,

Life hath no sorrow, earth no grief. 
To move the trust in me! 

Heaven doth this sign tome vochsafc, 
To me, grief-lost, a wreck, a waif. 
Anchored to heaven, my soul is safe 

In faith immutably!

“ Since this is true, what other thing 
Can after-revelation bring 

Of joy or pain to me?
Stayed by this rock I can but stay. 
Thou art. Life hath no sword shall slay 
The great belief, nor lift away

The supermunan cctstacy!”

“ I ask again to touch her hand,
Again as in the body stand 

All near and tangibly.
To prove that love is not destroyed I 
Nor by the worm the heart made void, r j 
Nor the cruel mould alloyed, 

lint held unehungahly.”

The 1 u m nee said : “ To thee is given |

In serried ranks the seraphs fly 
Adown the sky, beyond the sky.

Singing "exultinglv.
They sing: “ This night jo faith is 

given
Another soul!”  and all the heaven 
Repeats till dawn tin; cloud hath riven 

'The archangelie symphony.-
—[Gody’s Lady’s Honk.
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The Position of the Professional M edium .

We copy the following well-timed remarks from that abie ex-
ponent of the Spiritual Philosophy, the London (E ngl Medium 
and D aybreak:

It is no dishonor to be a professional medium— that is to ex-
pend life’s energies in spiritual work, and in return acquire the 
indispensible means of subsistence. W e have worked hand in 
hand with all such as we felt were worthy, and indeed, made 
the most of them “  professional,”  that now occupy the field, by 
heralding their merits, and thus causing a demand for their ser-
vices. This we now do from week to week, and hope we have 
in return the kind and loving endeavors on our behalf of those 
who have so long accepted our favors. We are, however, 
strongly opposed to professionalism—that delegating of all 
thought and action in this Movement to a paid class, and allow-
ing Spiritualists to ignore their own spiritual faculties, and bo 
mere passive listeners and subscribers. This plan would soon 
reduce Spiritualism to a trade in talk, like what exists in the 
churches. The Spiritual Teacher at all times endeavors to ren-
der his auditory as independent of him as possible, that others 
piay be as able to teach him as he is to teach them, that they 
may be able to do without him and allow him to look after his 
own affairs. On this plane alone can there be brotherhood. 
The professional Spiritual Teacher is, therefore, only a teinpo: 
rary expedient, to be done away with when the perfect day of 
spiritual light shines fo rth ; but while we have such useful 
agents in our midst it is our duty to honor, protect, and support 
them, even as we would expect to be treated if we occupied  
their arduous position. Our spiritual vfsion looks forward to 
tne time when no man shall say unto his brother, “  Know the 
Lord | but when all shall know him, from the least even unto 
the greatest.

“ Man was made for me,’’ said the pampered goose ; and the 
professional idea becoming dominant, would? hi time, make it 
appear that Spiritualists were made to support professionals,
who liked that job better than getting up at the six o’cloek bell
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and doing a day’s drudgery. To see the professional idea in its 
vigor observe the self-complaisant importance of m inisters of 
all types, and yet there is not an humble creature in the country 
>vlio, by a steady course of self-culture,, could not solve more of 
-the great problems of life for himself than the combined talen t 
of these sleek professionals could do for him, In  short, man 
knows nothing till he has discovered it  for himself.

A  N e w  J E r a - Y .  M . S . 3%.

The editor of Mind and Matter hrs adopted the above date to 
commemorate the advent of Modern Spiritualism, as an era 
-which marks the worlds progress. We, in common with all 
Spiritualists, heartily coincide with him in this im pertant step, 
and believe it eminently proper and ju st. A fter giving various 
cogent reasons for this move the editor says :

“The first squud of that advancing army was heard a t Kocli- 
ester thirty-one years ago, and was greeted by a child of tender 
years, to whom belongs the immortal distinction of originating, 
by that greeting, the grandest .era of all ages.

“The teaching which has grown out of that apparently humble 
event is so far before all the teachings that ever preceded it 
that it merits, in every sense to be denominated Th e  Ne w  
Dis pe n s a t io n .

“A few days since a medium, Mr. Oliver Bliss, residing a t 
Sicklersville, N. J., came to this office and said he had been re  
quested by spirits to come there and to suggest to us the de 
sirableness and propriety of formally acknowledging publicly 
our recognition of Modern Spiritualism as a New Dispensation 
of tru th  and knowledge, such as was worthy to make the be 
ginning of a new era. W e felt the force and wisdom of the  
suggestion, and at once expressed our willingness to adopt it, 
in dating the succeeding issues of Mind and. Matter. W e will 
.therefore, after this number, date our paper Y. M. S. (Year of 
Modern Spiritualism) instead of A. D. (the yejh- of our Lord.)

“In takiug this step we know we will be regarded a a ttem pt 
ing an unwarranted chronological innovation, but as we are
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Editing and publishing a journal, intended to present the ju st 
claims of Modern Spiritualism, to general acceptance, we would 
act inconsistently with our conviction if we did not insist that 
its advent begins a New Era, peculiar to itself.”

\For the Texas Spiritualist.]
Spirit Levitation.

B Y  TOM. J .  R U S S E L L .

H istory is full of accounts of both persons and inanimate 
things having been raised from the ground and suspended in' 
the  air, w ithout visible means of support. W ithout attem pting 
an explanation a t th is time of the cause of these phenomena, 
further than calling them 1  spirit levitation,” more historical 
Ovidence of such like occurrences will be given. And selec 
tions of a few out of many instances, as recorded in the histo  
ries of other nations, are here referred to, tha t it may be seen 
th a t similar ideas prevailed among other peoples and other re  
ligious systems. Thus demonstrating the fact of the univer 
sality of the .belief among mankind. Though the universality 
of the belief may not conclusively dem onstrate the tru th  of the  
theory  tha t these acts are produced by the direct agency ol 
spirits disembodied, yet history does fully prove th a t th is theo  
ry has been the  accepted theory of mankind, in all ages of time 
in accounting for these facts. And tha t too no t only among 
the  ignorant devotee who believes in the doctrine of his p ries t 
with an unquestioning faith, bu t by the most learned of philos 
ophers and scientists o f ancient and modern times. All of 
these things taken into consideration, should have weight with 
the  people in examining into the correctness of this theory. 
The facts are established, the accounting for them is the ques 
tion now before the public. This mode of proof is constantly 
used by religious teachers, and with much effect, in enforcing 
th e ir own peculiar theological views. And their argum ent 
may be form ulated thus :—A  doctrine th a t thousand and mil 
lions of people have believed in, and many suffered martyrdom



i'or, during Ion" ages of time, m ust certainly be tru e ; such  art? 
the undoubted facts of this doctrine, therefore this doctrine  
m ust be true. Now if that style of logic is true  as applied to  
Christianity, as preached a t the p resen t day, and of o ther sys 
tems of religion, \frhy not 6'f the thedry  of Spirit L evitation I 
If the rule holds good in one cause, it  is certainly good when 
applied to another and similar one. A  fair investigation is all 
that is asked. Our ihotto is, “seek the  tru th .” .

It is said of Jam bliehus who lived in the  fourth century, th a t 
he was often raised from the ground when he prayed, to  the  
height of 10 cubits. The power th a t raised and sustained him 
was invisible to the beholders.

Simon Magus, who had the difficulty with Peter, A cts V II I . 9, 
was often raised from the ground and carried through  th e  air, 
so says contem porary history.

Saint Theresa, o'f the  Catholic church, in her autobiography 
Nays: “Sometimes my whole body was carried  with my soul, 
so as to be raised from the ground, bu t th is was seldom. W hen 
I wished to resist these rap tu res there  seem ed to be som ew hat 
of such mighty force under my feet which raised  me up, th a t  I  
know not what to  compare it  to. All my resistance  availed  
little .”

Cotton Mather, in his account of the  Salem, (Mass.,) w ithcraft, 
speaks of one M argaret Rule, and s a y s : “Once her to rm en te rs  
(devils as he called them) pulled her up to  the  ceiling of the  
chamber, and held her there  before a  num erous com pany of 
spectators, who found it  as much as they could do to  pull h e r 
down again.”

The history of India gives accounts of such lev ita tions in 
olden times, and travelers in tha t country  of th e  p re sen t day 
say tha t they have seen similar occurrences. P h ilo stra tu s, a  
historian of the second century, says in his life o f A ppollonius, 
of Tynan, tha t the la tte r “saw the Brahmins in Ind ia  suspended  
in the  air a t the height of two cubits, and walk th e re  w ithou t 
visible support.” Dr. Crowell, in his work on P rim itive C hris  
tianity and M odern Spiritualism , page 23, feays :

“British and o ther foreign residen ts in Ind ia  have often  been

60 TlfE 1'EX A’S' SriElTUALlSlV
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astonished, a t witnessing the suspension'in the  air of tiie bodies
'o f the  jugglers of tha t country, w ithout visble means of support.
One of the  iteneran t exhibitors, in the  full g lare of the tropical
sun, will commence his perform ance, seated  upon the  ground
in  fron t of a  hotel or private residence. by( covering him self
w ith a  cloth or basket, and after rem aining thus concealed for j. ,f, • • r j > . i. .. i
a  few m inutes he will throw  off the  covering aiid .be seen seat 
ed, cross-legged in the air, w ithout th e  least visible means of 
support, and any person p resen t is perm itted to  try  any experi 
m ent to  te s t  the  question of deception, such as th rusting  a  cane 
or arm  underneath , and by a  sweeping m ovem ent prove th a t 
no possible obstruction exists to its passage in any direction.’’ 

H ere  is ano ther account from the  same work. L ord A dare,t*‘ • i * 1 ■ * B » ■ • * I 1 * #
in  th is w ork says o f the  levitation of Mf. Home, ju s t  described 
by th e  M aster o f L indsay : , “I  took bo th  hj.s feet in my hands 
and  away he w ent up into the  ^ir, so high th a t I  was obliged to  
le t go his feet. H e was carried, along the wall, b rushing pas,t 
th e  p ictures, to  ttye opposite side o f ,the  room. H e then  called 
me over to  him. T, took  his jian,d and felt him alight upon th e  
floor. A t A dare M aner, Ireland, all p resen t saw Mm raised  off 
th e  ground in the  open air, and floating past them  a t  a  heigh t 
which carried  him clear over a  wall, by a  m ovem ent quite hori 
zontal and  uniform, a  distance ten  or tw elye yards.” Again 
;from  th e  same a u th o r : “I  have seen a table lifted  clean over 
head  six fee t off th e  ground, b u t w hat is m ore rem arkable, I  
have  seen  an accordeon suspei^djed in space for ten  or tw enty  
m inutes, and  played by an invisible agency.” ^ A ,

I t  is unnecessary  to  lengthen p u t these  details of incidents, 
as  th e  books containing hundreds of such instances are  within 
th e  reach  e f every  person, and th e  spiritual papers are  publish 
ing  accounts of new  occurrences every week^ W hile hundreds 
o f instances m ight be given of o ther kinds, of phenom ena, a t 
tr ib u ted  to  th e  same cause, yet, being of a  different form, they  
will n o t be  cited  here , as this, pap^r, deals a t p resen t only w ith 
th e  m anifestations know n as Jevitations or, th e  raising of pon 
derab le  ob jects from  th e  ground and holding the  same in aerial 
suspension  w ithout visible support. O ne b ranch  a t a  time'.
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A  great majority of the scientific men of the day p re tend  to» 
not believe m  these well-attested facts; O thers denv them  in 
toto. Still o thers admit the facts, o f  a t least the appearance o f  
them, and pronounce them all delusions, or hallucination of th e  
mind, the phantom s of a  diseased brain. But all o f th e se  
quibbles and contem ptible evasions o f the  tru th , are  se t a t  
naught by the facts them selves. Science is a po ten t influence 
in the universe of m atter, and a knowledge of its laws explain 
many things, otherwise hidden from human know ledge. B u t 
the present knowledge of natural laws and all the  forces of n a  
ture as possessed by our scientific men, is no more the  em bodi 
ment of all nature, than  the pig is an embodim ent of th e  g rea t 
earth, on the surface of which it roots; Science as und ers to o d  
and taught in our schools, deals exclusively with objects th a t  
can be either weighed in the  balances, m easured by th e  ru le , 
dem onstrated by the re to rt, or in a  va«euuin. O r it  deals alone 
with m atter in th ree  states, the  solid, the  liquid and the  gaseous. 
I t  takes no note of the power of life that p roduces these  m ani 
festations of m atter in a visible form. The rose has a frag rance  
and musk an odor, but neither has ever been weighed, m easured , 
o t analyzed by the  physicist. I ts  existence is adm itted , b u t i ts  
cause is unknowny and th a t the same com binations o f the  a tom s 
of m atter, will in’ otoef case produce one odor, and  in an o th e r 
Case a difFerelit ohe, though the proportion and volum e of th e  
atoms of each separate  elem ent are  identical. The u ltim ate' 
cause is unknown, ye t nd' due denies the  existence o f th e  p e r  
fume of the orange' blossom", the  fragrance of th e  rose , o r th e  
scent of the musk. Now th a t th e re  is a cause no one will deny, 
for these things. B ut w hat is it * and where is i t  ? who can te ll 1 
Now as to our facts heretofore related . They a re  ju s t  as p o si 
tively proven to exist, and because some people have n o t seen  
such levitations, th a t is  no evidence th a t they  do n o t ex is t.- 
Thousands of people} natives o f tropical clim ates, a re  a c c u s ; 
tomed to 'seeing  w ater and the  use o f i t  daily, y e t have n ev er 
fieen it solidified in the  form of ice. A nd instances a re  on re c  
ord of intelligent men ot those countries having denied  th e  ex 
istence1 of ice, and called the persons who affirmed th e  existence

f>2
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» f  ice liars and idiots. Yet, here in Texas every one knows 
w hat ice is, and how it is made. The ignorance of one man 
jlon’t prove th a t another map is a  fool or an im poster, because 
th e  la tte r has seen tilings tl |a t the  fornjer has not, These levi 
ta tions may be in violation of certain  laws of nature, as under 
stood  by many o ther wise learned meu, A ud it  is a  notorious 
fact th a t these  very  levitations are  in d irec t opposition to  the 
laws of gravitation as expounded by N ew ton is co rrect. Sev 
eral learned men dispute his theory, on the ground th a t it does 
no t account for all the known phenom ena th a t come within its 
influence. W hen a man advauoes so far in to  th e  domain of 
science, th a t he understands the  cause of all th ings, then  he 
may safely assert, like Dr. Beard, in speaking of levitations, 
“ th a t it  was known deductively by the  established laws of phys 
iology, th a t they  had not and could no t occur.” Man’s m ind is 
en tire ly  too fiuite to  pronounce such a judgm ent. D r. B eard 
says th a t such th ings cannot occur, b u t thousands; of facts a t  
t e s t  they  do occur.

ffliat such th ings or facts have occurred  iu all ages o f the  
w orld and am ong all people, am ong th e  most learned  and  the  
unlearned, the  m ost civilized, and  the  savage, h isto ry  too  abun  
dan tly  proves, to  be contradicted . A nd well m ight we disbe 
lieve, a fte r a lapse of several thousaud  years, th e  sto ries th a t  
p,re often palled fables, of the acts of ancient Brahm inical p riests , 
an d  fakirs, Qf Egyptian so rcerers, and magicians, C haldean 
pootlisayers and necrom ancers, a nd those  of o ther surrounding  
and  cotem porary  nations, and even of M oses and H ebrew  
p rophets , did we no t see the sam e identical feats perform ed 
to-dajT, by hundreds o f Spiritual mediums. I f  th e  universality  
fliul sim ilarity of the  facts, and th e  belief o f the  cause of them , 
a re  evidence of th e  tru th  of them , then  few th ings within th e  
know ledge of m ankind are  b e tte r  establisned. Thomas Wright., 
th e  au th o r o f Sorcery  and Magic, and a  sceptical m em ber of th e  
N ational In s titu te  o f F rance, s a y s : “E very  people, from  th e  
ru d e s t to the  m ost refined, we may also add in every  age, have 
believed in the  kind of supernatu ral agency, which we u n d er 
stand  by th is term .” “ I t  is founded on the  equally ex tensive



creed, that, besides our own visible existence, we live in an in 
visible world of spiritual beings, by which our actions and even 
our thoughts are often guided, and which have a certain degree 
of power over the elements and over the ordinary course o f 
human life.”

Now, all these tilings taken Into consideration, the question 
is pointedly asked of all people, and of Texas in particular, are* 
Hot these phenomena worthy' of your serious attention and in 
vestigation ? Will* hot a knowledge of the tru th  in regard  to  
such m atters justify you in studying them ? They are doubt 
less new to  the most-of you, but this renders them no less val 
uable and instructive. Do not stand back and say le t scientific 
men first investigate them. You are ju s t as com petent to  in  
vestigate as the so-called scientific men of the day. These sci 
entific men are Valuable factors in the sum of life, in th e ir 
proper places. So are the preachers. But these facts are  no t 
within the line of their several specialties. I f  you want legal 
advice you don’t  call on thp doctor for it. I f  you are sick yOu 
don’t  send for the lawyer. I f  you want to study natural science 
you don’t  go to the theologian. A  man may bd an em inent as 
tronomer, geologist or chemist, and ye t know nothing of the  
laws by which the human will controls the functions ol the body. 
A man is not competent to decide upon the cause of the  sp irit 
ual phenomena, until he has studied* the same as a specialty. 
Because he is eminent as au authority in one branch of physical 
science, does not constitute him au authority in another.

These facts and the spiritual theory of their cause, are  d irec t 
ly opposed to the principles of natural science as understood 
by materialists, and also is in opposition to the doctrine o f the  
church, which declares that all communications with the  sp irit 
world ceased with the apostles. The two schools of old fogyisin 
have tc? be contended against, and both are averse to new ideas. 
Both hold to their old dogmas* as being infallible. Seemingly 
forgetful of the fact that their own ideas, as now held by them , 
were declared by iheir predecessors to be heretical. Gallileo 
was persecuted by the cliurfh for teaching a new theory. So^ 
was Tom Bailie for holding that a man has the righ t to  exercise
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his reason in examining into the tru th  of the Christian religion. 
The, Academy of Science.in France, and tlie Royal ^ocjety of* 
England, denied frank lin  and his refined e lectricity ; laughed, 
a t Fulton and his concentrated steam ; voted the engineer Per- 
donnet a  stra igh t jacket for liis offer 10 build railroads ; stared  
H arvey out of countenance for advocating the circulation of 
the  blood. This blind^bigptry o f  belief in the infallibility of the 
wisdom of file past, is the onq bnrning.disgrace of the 19tli 
Century. Only an age ago the devotees of natural science had, 
to  fight for a respectable standing in Society, aqcj.in the  schools, 
for the theories of astronomy and geology, th a t are now taught" 
dogmatically in the schools. This was against the church, which 
is now silenced on these subject. IJut spience, or ra ther scien 
tific men, have grasped the spepper of despotism and now wield 
it against all investigations into the evidences, of the immortali 
ty  of the soul, under the.new theory.

[To be contineud.]

\For the Texas Spiritualist.]
Bible Lessons iiy SpiritufUisin.—No. 5.

B Y  CHAS. T. BOOTH.

I t  is quite compion for the Christian to class all Spiritualists 
w ith infidels, and charge them  with a disbelief in the  bible.7 «« .* l* * . * . • » # .  # #
Now, while this charge of want of belief in the  bible may be 
tru e  as to  some S p iritua lis ts .it is no t true  as to all of them .

h  * . « r  f  r t r - V j i  » •* • «-

A nd when it is considered th a t the  spiritual ranks are  filled 
from all the  churches, from, materialists, deists, infidels and‘ *<11 •!' . . , V . 1 j.

atheists, i t  will not excite wonder tha t there  is a great variety  
of views entertained among Spiritualists in relation to  the bible. 
And th is fact aloue should serve to commend Spiritualism  to 
the  favorable consideration of the  Christian, who tru ly  desires 
and seeks the advancem ent of the  human race. That it is ca 
pable of harmonizing and unifyiug all these diverse elem ents 
into one brotherhood who believe in a suprem e power, in a  
continued existence after the death of tlie  physical body, and in



66 s b ir t̂ h a MST:

(he brotheifiqoid o f man, all of \ffiich is in harm ony w ith th e  
teach ings of th e  Christian churches, ought to. hie sufficient in-, 
(lucem ent to  th e  Christian to  encourage th e  infidel in th u s  p a r  
tia lly  accep ting  th e  tru th , A nd as th e  Spiritualist believer; in 
seek ing  ou t and  em bracing th e  vfhole tru th , if  he w ere encour? 
aged  by tfie Christian he m ight finally be led  to  accep t the  w hole 
C hristian faith, if his m ind can be b rough t to  see th a t it  is tru e . 
A n d  opop  th e  o th er hand, as. no man h a th  all tru th , by a  free  
interchange, o f opinions ip an  e g p ie s t search  for th e  tru th , i t  is 
j u s t  possib le  tfia t th e  christtiai) niay find th a t h e  is  in e rro r upon  
som e pcfipts, in \yhich case  fie would doubless be glad to  m odify 
h is v iew s, The S p iritua lis t is n o t dogm atic, and wiH accep t th e  
tru th , apd  em brace it freely, w hether he finfisit in tfie  Christian’s  
o r in tfie h ea th en ’s b e lie f ; in the bible o r in the  K o ra n ; pi Ifie 
writings, o,f Z o roaste r, Copfpcius o r Brahm a. H e v?ill a ccep t it  
gladly, w h e th er i t  confirms. o.r conflicts w ith his form er v iew s. 
T he Truth  is vifhat he  w ants, and  he will be con ten t w ith no th ing  
sh o r t  o f th e  tru th , while its  a tta inm en t is possible.

B u t I  am  w apdering  som ew hat from  th e  pu rpose  of th is  a r  
tic le . 1  w ish to  sp eak  of th e  view s o f som e Sp iritua lists in re-, 
la tion  to  th e  b ib le^and  it  is  p ro p er to  say a t  th e  o u tse t th a t  th e  
v iew s ex p ressed  in  th is  p aper a re  th o se  of th e  w riter, and  a re  
n o t  in ten d ed  as se ttin g  foyth w hat any o ther S p iritua lis t is ex- 
p e c ted to  believe . W e have no confession of faith, and  no m an’s, 
opinion shou ld  be  a scrib ed  to  an o th e r until he shall h im self 
a d o p t th em  as  h is own.

T he b ib le—K ing  Ja m es’ version—is com posed o f fifty-six^ 
d ifferen t b ooks, w ritten  by various au tho rs, in  d ifferent ages of 
th e  w orld , covering  a  period  of tim e of abou t tw enty-five h u n  
d red  y ears . T here  is pe rh ap s no t one of these  books th a t  th e  
p h u rch  fa th e rs  fully  ag ree  upon as being au then tic . T here  is 
n o t in ex is ten ce  an  original copy o f a  single one o f them , and  
th e re  has n o t been  for pe rh ap s a thousand  years. I t  is ag reed  
ppon  all hands, and  I  presum e will n o t be d ispu ted  by any one 
a t  all in fo rm ed  upon th e  sub jec t, th a t  th e re  a re  m any c o n tra  
d ic tions in  th e  bible, w hich to  say th e  least are , in  th e  p re se n t 
s ta te  o f lea rn ing  inexplicable. T hat th e re  have been  m any and



grave changes in the  tex t by way of interpolations, explanation^ 
and erasures, th a t cannot now be corrected, because of the* 
absence of the  original instrum ent. That language, character 
and conduct are  frequently ascribed to God in the bible which 
are  to tally  variance with our ideas of what Gud is. IA the  
Old Testam ent for instance, he is rep resen ted  as becom ing 
a n g ry ; with having repented th a t he had made man ; with being 
so forgetful tiia t it Was neceSSafy th a t he should have a sign 
(the rainbow) to  rem ind him tliiit he had made a  covenant with 
in Sin ; with instructing  the wonfflti of Israel to  borrow  and carry 
off th e  jew elry  belonging to  th e  Egyptians ; with engaging iri 
Wars for the  sake of p lunder; with giving captive m aidens intd 
th e  custody of a  b ru tal soldiery for outrage and defilem ent; 
w ith sending a  lying sp irit to lure Ahab to  d e s tru c tio n ; with 
giving his m ost faithful servant Jo b  into the  hands of the  devil 
to  afflict in person  and property, m erely to  convince th e  devil 
th a t Jo b  was a faithful’se rv an t; with instructing  his people th a t 
when an aiiinial died of disease they  sliduld no t eat i t  th em  
selves b u t to  sell i t  td  strangers Now I  doubt if  any Christian 
really  believes God is any such a character* as here  represented,* 
and if  he floes believe it  he does no t Wdfstiip him from love of 
his charac ter b u t ra th e r frdm fear. Yfet all this, and m ore, is 
plainly w ritten  of God in the  Christian bibh^ and arfe th e  “hard 
places” thatt m ust be skipped by the  p reacher and k ep t as much 
ou t df sigh t as possible. Good men and women assen t to  such 
s lan d ers  o f th e  God of the  universe because they  have been  
tau g h t th a t i t  was blasphem ous to  deny anything th a t was w rit 
ten  iii th e  bible. B u t in tru th  they  do no t believe in any such 
horrib le  teachings. Now I  do no t hesitate  to  say th a t I  do n o t 
believe it. I  will no t believe th a t God is a liar, a  th ie f and a 
m urderer and robber, though it  is so sta ted  in the  bible. A nd 
y e t I  believe m ore of all th is than  th e  Christian does, and if you 
will patien tly  read  th is paper th rough  you may be able to  see 
th a t  I  have a t least some good reasons for my belief. Now le t 
me exp la in : In  th e  first place, I  do n o t believe th a t God, th e  
suprem e ru le r o f th e  universe, ever w rote or had  any th ing to  
do w ith w riting any of the  books of the  bible. I  do believe th a t
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the bible was written by different Spiritual Mediums, under th e  
influence or inspiration of different spirits. A na I  fu rther b e  
lieve that those writers thought it was God who inspired them  
‘and Jalked with tneih, but I  think they were mistaken in th is 
'belief, as the writings will in almost every case show conclusive 
ly, if a little reason and common sense i$ employed when ex- 
‘amimng then1!. I t  is very certain th a t some of them were liable 
to  this mistake’, and tfiatin  some instances the m istake occurred  
—as in the case of the visit of the angel to Manoah’s wife, wlieii 
she and her husband mistook the angel for God himself. A lso 
In the case of John on the isle of Patihos where he m istook th e  
spirit of one pf the old prophets for God and fell down to  w or 
ship him. W hen Moses was addressed from the burning bush’, 
w hether by God or by a spirit, it would have been quite na tu ra l 
for him to think it was God, and so honestly  write it  when he 
came to give a history of the occurrence. B ut i t  will n o t ap  
pear from a careful reading of the history of th is occurrence-, 
and the conversation between Moses and the heavenly v isitan t 
'that Moses really believed tha t it  was God. F or in speaking o f 
th a t  being he calls him “Lord.” “Lord God,” and “angel o f th e  
Lord.” I t  will alco be observed th a t when th is heinjg under 
takes to  tell who he is, he first says to  Moses te ll them  “I  Am  
hath  sent me untd§you,^ and quite a  num ber of tim es he de  
scribes himself as “the  Lord God of your fathers, th e  God of 
Abraham, the  God of Isaac and the  God of Jacob .” How th e  
language as used in the record  instead of show ing th a t he  
claimed to be the  God of the universe seems to  indicate th a t he 
wished to conceal from Moses who he really was. This n a rra  
tive is recorded in the  3d and following chapters o f E xodus, 
And Will repay a careful reading. In  the  11th verse  of th e  4th. 
chapter he seems to  claim to  be God by the question he asks ; 
a t least lie seems to have satisfied M oses th a t he was God, of 
some superior being. In  the 14th verse o f same chap ter i t  is 
said, “And the anger of the Lord was kindled, against Moses.** 
Perhaps the 14th, 15th and 16th verses will help us to  an u n d er 
standing of who this God was. W hy should God no t do as 
Moses wished and talk directly  with Aaron ? I t  is said in th e
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j.6th verse, “H e shall lie | |  thee instead of a mouth and thou 
shalt be to  him instead of God.” This would indicate a necessi-. 
iy  for the  services of Moses as a medium between this God and 
Aaron. T hat this God could not talk  directly with Aaron or 
with the  pedple. 17ow was tki& really God, or was it the spirit 
o f some Israelite  who was desiring to use the  mediumthip of 
M oses to liberate the children of Israel from bondage ? That it 
was a sp irit is supported by the  statem ent in the 24th verse of 
th e  same chapter th a t the Lord m et him a t the inn and tried  to 
kill him. Is  it possible tha t God tried to kill him and couldn’t  
do it |  O r is it licit the more reasonable view th a t when M oses 
go t into a row with his wife tha t he thereby furnished suitable 
conditions for aii Egyptian spirit to get control of him who 
would try  to  kill him, th a t he might thus p ro tec t the  institution 
of slavery among his peoplb. I t  does not seem to  me reasonable 
th a t God would send Moses on th is mission to  his people and 
th en  try  to  k'ill him as soon as he had signified a willingness to 
obey. In  the  7th chapter we have a contest of wonder working 
betw een M oses and the  wise men of Egypt, in which the  Egyp 
tians perform ed as g rea t wonders as any th a t were perform ed 
by M oses or Aaron. Their rods tu rned  to  serpents and a t their 
command the  rivers became blood and the  fish died therein. 
A nd the  con test shows th a t the Eyptians as well as M oses and 
A aron had the  will of some being superior to  man in the  flesh.’ 
T hat they  also had a  very powerful God aiding them, though 
perhaps ho t so pow erful as the  one who was w ith M oses and 
A aron. I  th ink  th e  whole narrative shows th a t M oses was a 
very  superior spiritual medium, and th a t he was controlled by 
th e  sp irit of one of his ancestors who desired the  abolition of 
slavery  am ong th e  Egyptians, and he seems to  have though t 
th a t as his people had served  th e ir m asters for four hundred  
years, th a t they  w ere entitled to  some rem uneration, even 
though they  had to  ge t it  by stealing th e ir jew elry.

I t  appears quite reasonable to  me th a t th is sp irit had  no t p ro  
g ressed  enough to  look upon th is as wrong. B u t when such a 
coursfc o f action is ascribed  to D eity I  m ust confess th a t 1 am 
d isposed  to  be skeptical. In  th is narra tive  it appears th a t the
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of Moses was necessary for tfle u s6 of tftir? 
spirit in1 makings known bis wishes, awl tha t Aaron, who was 
gifted in? language, was Required to  arouse the  people by liisf 
eloquence.

This view of the  bfbfe narrative enables us to  in tep ret it w ith  
out ascribing to  God a chaugable and weak character.

Thus it will be seen that I, and perhaps many o ther S p iritua l 
ists, are believers in the bible, and in reference to th is p a r tic u  
lar narrative that we believe that the  occurrences a lfto o k  place 
substantially as related, and that it is only the C h ris t ian  i n t e r  
pretation of it that we do not believe. W e believe th a t M oses 
wrote what he believed to be true, and th&t it was tru e  except aw 
to the identity of the being with whom he conversed. A re we 
not justified in th u s interpreting the bible as any o th er book to  
harmonize with reason and common sense ? O r shall we con 
tiuue, as the world has so long-done, to  subm it our reason in to ’ 
the keeping of a priesthood who for the ir own selfish ends 
would keep the world in ignorahce, th a t they might the  m ore 
easily rule them through their fears.

The Benefits to M an o f a Belief in  Spiritdalism .

Written through the Mediumihip'of Mrs. L . 8. Gardner, o f  M arlin , 
by independent pencil Slate Writing.-

The question often arises |  Of w hat benefit is Spiritualism  T 
A dm itted it is all true, what good is i t  to know if we live in th e ’ 
hereafter. The simple knowledge does us no m aterial g o o d '” 
I t  is a g rea t mistake, which the  sacred science will co rrec t, if 
rightly understood. A;sk tlie  question^ do you believe th e  soul 
is immbrtal ? W ithout a moment’s hesitancy you have th e  a n  
swer, I  believe it. I f  you believe it, on what g rounds is your 
belief founded f Do you know th a t a fte r death  you shall live 
again, possessing all the intellect, all the  a ttr ib u te s  you hold 
now ? I  will answer for y o u : You have been tau g h t from  yo u r 
birth  tha t th e  bible is the  inspired word of G od, th a t J e s u s
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C h ris t was H is son, and after having been buried th ree  days 
$  rose and appeared to his disciples to prove to them  the doc 
tr in e  he bad taught of complete resurrection. Did he no t be 
fo re  entering  upon his mission as a public teacher select his 
jmmediijte attendants. Ife  proved to $ few the sw eet fact th a t 
>ve never die, and developed in them many im portant phases 
which w ere practiced for the  good of mankind. U ntil the  
jyorld becoming corrupted spiritually, as it  became more en  
lightened mentally, as the mind expanded under the  influence 
o f  enlightenm ent and knowledge, the love of power, which is 
genera ted  by a love of self, Uq w  tliis seems to be a contradic 
tion, bu t when map’s mind is educated he necessarily im bibes a 
d esire  to ru le or govern. Ip  different organizations this is dif 
feren t, bu t it  is our province a t p resen t to deal with th e  relig 
ious elem ent, U nder tbe teachings ot Jesus all mep were eqpaj, 
each  copld learn  for himself of the  tru e  law of imm ortality, the  
learn ing  of \ybieh would lead t-o independence in though t and 
potion, each man being actuated  by a desire for the righ t would 
requ ire  no law b u t th a t of love, no king bu t the  g rea t ruling 
pow er. This lyopld necessitate thp downfall o f superiority , 
gave w here hearts  and minds were stronger and m ore eager 
fo  advance nearer the  standard of perfection. To p rev en t th is 
Jaws w ere made, m andates issued, reqpiring all to  worship God 
by fixed rules. Finally the  divine gift of mediumship, being 
b randed  as infam ous, was, under another name, p e rv e rted  into 
p riestc raft. F irs t  a re  preachers delegating to  them selves th e  
pight tq  d irec t th e  mind in all its  endeavors to  rise  from  th e  
elem ents of dopb ts and errors. The obliteration of the  d irec t 
teach ings of C hrist led tq  many divisions or versions o f th e  
tran sm itted  writings. A s the  immediate ac to rs in t li3 dram a 
q f  his life passed  away, their w ords becam e enigm atical, conse 
quen tly  they  were variously in terp reted . As education and re: 
huem eqt advanced  the  mind expanded and sought to  p en e tra te  
th e  deeper m ysteries, o r what to  it appeared  hidden. The 
reco rd  of C hrist’s life was added to the  iuspired w ritings which 
p receded  him, and acknow ledged to  be the  guide, the  m odel oy 
which man should m ould his life, and it is well so, for in  his
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every day life we see enacted the whole law of love and  k in d  
ness; in his miracles we see the  pow er of th e  c reative  m ind, 
and the direct influence of the  spirits. You w orship him as a  
God ; by his own word you are wrong, fo r does he n o t say, “ O f 
my self I can do nothing, bu t by the. fa ther th a t sen t me, an d  if  
ye believe on me ye believe also on him.” H e did no t p rom ise  
life and salvation to any through  himself, b u t tau g h t them  th a t•* * / 1
every good and perfect gift comes down from  “ the fa th e r  o f  
light., in whom there  Is no variableness ne ither shadow  of tu r n  
ing.” He also taught them  to  live a righ t by doing good, lov ing  
one another, and tru stin g  in the  father. Can you find a sing le  
instance where his disciples w orshipped him a s  th e  a rb i tr a to r  
of their destiny ? They considered him th e ir teach e r, th e  
Christ, the son of their father, the ir “e lder b io th e r ,” for he  w as 
purely human. Did he no t beseech his father, h is co n tro l to  
be with him, to leave him no t alone ! Theologians say  he  b e  
came human th a t he m ight know our wants, th a t th e  law  m igh t 
be fulfilled, tha t a llo tted  to  man to  die for disobedience. I s  n o t  
God om niscient, does he no t know all th in g s?  H e  know s a ll 
our wants, no need for Him to en te r th e  hum an form  to  see  
ou r darkness. I f  he became human he abandoned  h is d iv in ity , 
if he took upon him self our hum anity lie m ust have  p o sse sse d  
him self of all humau a ttrib u tes  ; if he did th is he certa in ly  w as 
not divine, for lie could no t as God fulfill the  th e  law, w hich a c  
corded to man death  ; he m ust lie purely  hum an to  suffer hum an 
death, which he did to  the  utm ost. God in sen ten c in g  m an 
said “In  the  day thou  ea test th e re o f thou  sh a lt su re ly  d ie .’* 
How can biblicans reconcile C hrist’s death  w ith th e  fu lfillm ent 
of (hid decree  ? A ccording to  th e ir  teachings i t  d id  n o t ab- 
solve man from the natural or physical death , fo r  daily  n a tu re  
claims the paym ent o f he r debt. B u t to  substan tia te  th e ir  d o c  
trine  they con tend  th a t he offered to  man a m eans w h ereb y  h e  
may be raved from the second death , the  e te rn a l lo ss o f  th e  
soul. Now if he had fulfilled the  law by tak iug  upon  h im se lf  
the punishm ent, that punishm ent being e te rnal dam nation , an d  
God being an exact and tru th fu l God, he would req u ire  th e  e n  
tire  paym ent of this debt, in which case Christ, m an’s sc a p e g o a t,
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m ust necessarily  have given not only h is natural body to  death  
b u t his soul to  everlasting  torm ent, tha t the  m ortgage on man 
fo r th e  d e b t to  God might be lifted. I f  he did th is, w here is 
y o u r L ord  J e s u s  C hrist? Surely no t in heaven m aking in te r  
cessions fo r you. I f  he did no t do all th is he did no t save you, 
i f  he did n o t save you, he was no t God. I f  he was th e  chosen  
in s tru m en t o f th e  ru le r of all, he m ust have had som e especial 
m ission, if  his d ea th  naturally  was no t th a t m ission, and  he did 
n o t die sp iritually , for what was he sen t ?

H e  is called  R uler, Teacher and Lord. H e, it is ev iden t, was 
n o t a  tem poral ru le r  or leader, b u t a  Spiritual T eacher. H e 
ta u g h t th a t  m an was possessed of an im m ortal being which a f 
t e r  d ea th  shou ld  liv e ’; he tau g h t com plete and perfect r e s u r  
rec tio n , o r ra th e r  to  be explicit, e ternal life a con tinuation  o f 
ex is tence . T here  is no resu rrec tion  of the physical body, w hich 
i$ only a  shadow  of th e  real. C hrist, while in the  form, ta u g h t 
all th is , and  perfo rm ed  his m iracles to  prove i t ;  they  w ere no t 
w ro u g h t to  p rove  his divinity, as is commonly believed, fo r if 
lie d id  it  to  p ro v e  he  was God, would he no t have sadly belied 
him self, w ould he n o t have been conceited  and anxious to show 
to  in ferio rs his g rea tn ess  ? I f  he was one of the  T rinity would 
he  have  d escen d ed  from  his high esta te  and taken  upon him self 
th e  low est d eg ree  o f hum anity to  p rove his nobility? No. 
S tu d y  carefu lly  his teachings. You will n o t find w here he 
claim s to  be equal w ith God. H is m iracles w ere to  convince 
th o se  a ro u n d  him th a t  th e re  was a h igher pow er w orking th rough  
h.in, an d  as th e re  is  b u t one God, if  those  w orks w ere o f a  h igh  
e r  pow er th a t  pow er w as God ; if  th e  pow er w orking th ro u g h  
him  w as G od, he  h im self was low er thau  God, th ere fo re  he was 
n o t G od. N ow  i^ te .d id  no t p rove his divinity, he p roved  th a t 
he  w as w ork ing  for man. I f  he could no t save him from  d ea th  
how  could  he benefit him ? By teaching him th e re  was no s ting  
to  d e a th ; no v ic to ry  in  the  g ra v e ; by opening th e  door o f 
e te rn ity  and  le ttin g  in th e  light o f tru th  to  flood th e  w orld ; to  
lif t po o r cow ering  m an above th e  fear o f physical death , w hich 
en d s  in th e  g rave , and  bidding him look beyond and upw ard ' to  
w here he sha  11 live and enjoy the  sw eet blessings o f life, fo rever
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freed  from the fears, doubts and errors o f humanity. C hris[ 
[aught this as a teacher; he taught th is as a leader, he tau g lij 
jt as the first Spiritualist Medium. T4ji§, and much m ore, a  be  
lief in Spiritualism will teacji you.

A belief in Spiritualism will benefit, inasmueji as it will f irs t 
strip  the grim monstej1 death of all its stings ; will d ivest th e  
grave of all it§ te f ro fs ; Tvill lead ttye mind to think of its  loved  
ones as beiqg pot ju ried  out of sight, bu t as parsed  from one 
Stage of actiqn tq an o th e r; only ethefealized, refined} n o t afar 
pff in a heaven beyond the skies, in a world rem oved from yo u r 
sight, your reqcty, but ju s t  around you, within tlje reach  of your 
jjand, the sound of your v o ice ; not forever singing praises to  
God, forgetful of your griefs and loneliness, bu t pa tch in g  over 
you. caring for yqu and working for you? preparing a hom e ju s t  
across the river. A belief iti Spiritualism will benefit man M 
[hat it will remqve all fears qf a future punishm ent, in teach ing  
him tha t his salvatiqn does not depend upon the will o f a  h u  
manized sav io r; that the  after-life will be m easured by his own 
s ta n d a rd : lie will stand on his own m erits. A  belief in Sp irit: 
ualism will benefit man by giving him a knowledge of h im self; 
by giving tyim an idea of the over-ruling pqw er; by teach ing  
iiim the workings qf the great law s; teaching him th e  m ethod  
by which he may begin in earth  life the  progression th a t shall 
continue so long as he chooses to develqp by his o/wn exertions 
th e  intellect bestow ed up.qu hiiq as a free gif[ by th e  great^ 
high and ju s t  God. Fraternally ,

S S. dQNES.

A Drubbing Thomas Surprised .

W e copy the  following rem arkable test-, given a t S tu a r t’s 
Hall, Battle Greek, Mich., during the  A n n i^ 's a ry  exercises, 
from the Banner o f  L ig h t:

“ A t the close of the session a tum bler of w ater con ta in ing  
two white pinks and a carnation pink was exhibited to th e  a u  
dience as the resu lt of a private seance held with M rs. S im pson 
in one of the back rooms of S tuart’s Hall. Among th e  au d ien ce



Was Mr. Jo h n  D'eshon, a Well-known farm er and a gentleman of 
large m eans residing in the town o f Emm ett, who rose to his' 
fe’e ta n d  said he would givfe fifty dollars if Mfs. Simpson would 
produce  before the  jpeoTpf# tirfe sfifme kind Of flowers as those 
shoV n. The offer accepted, Mr. Deishon repaired to the  stage,’ 
Wh'ete ne p iit Mrs. Simpson to  the  wonderful* te s t before tlie 
fatfge aufdierice. Mrs. Simpson to lled  the sleeve of her dress of 
Her rig h t arm  to  th e  elbow, pu t Her right hand underneath  the  
&late, th e  tum bler of w ater on top of the slate, Mr. Deslion plac 
ing  h is r ig h t hand  underneath th a t of Mrs. Simpson’s, and 
p lacing i t  up against the  underside of the table. A fter a few 
frioment’s" d iiratioh Mr. D'eshon pulled the slate ou t from the  
tab le , and  behold, th e  th ree  pinks were found in the  tu m b le r! 
The audience Was carried  away as it were,’ by a perfect storm  
Of applause,' and it  was fully five m inutes befofe Order could be 
res to red . Mr. D'eshon paid his fifty dollafs* and has, perhaps,’ 
lea rn ed  ere  th is  th a t the flowers were prtfdtfOed from some 
jjibwer th a t  is difficult to  conceive of.”

Spirit Communications:

W ritte n  for The Texas Spiritualist, Through the  mediiiibstiip of 
M rs. I/. S. Ga r d n e r , of Marlin by independent pencil slate  
W'rithrg :
“ My n'ame is" E llen ’ K erry. I  have been here b u t a little  w hile/ 

only since M arch 12 t'h, 1879. I  died1 a t 6W ati‘deWater St., 1ST. Y.’ 
H ave  n o t seen  P e te r  yet. Tell them  all I  am nOt an Old woman' 
now , b u t younglfcnd happy, as when I  lived in old Ireland.* 
T hank you.”

“ Send your p aper to  Eliza K itc h e n , Rockddle, Texas. Shd" 
w ill know  me. Ja c k  Ki t c h e r n .”

“ I  don’t  w rite  often. Say a  few w ords to  day. I  w asn’t  very  
m uch su rp rised  n o r d isappointed when I  got here ; had been a  
be liever a long tim e, b u t did no t know w hat it  was.

Y our F a th er, El i s h a  At t a w a y .” .
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“There is happiness for all com mg'; sw eet res t for each o f 
earth’s tired w anderers; a harp to  be tuned by work-worn 
fingers. The star of life is shining brightly, though it  be far 
away in tlie green meadows of the summer-land. A home aw aits 
ilie hom eless; friends are ready to g ree t the friendless. A  
mission has each of us to* perform, which is given according to  
bur capacities. *Wc are guarding and guiding influences to  
those who walk in shadow s; we lead them  on and up from the  
troubles of the earthly life, to the rest of everlasting day.

Marlin Tex., April 20th‘, 1879. Yic. Bo o t h .”

“ Send your paper to J . T. Flowers, Madison, Wis.
Ma r y  F l o w e r s .”

I copied the foregoing communications from the slate as th ey  
were written. A. M. At t a w a y .

The following cheenng words were given by mechanical sla te
Writing, through the mediumshijj 
He w n  a m. at Hempstead, Texas, 

A  paper you have started 
On Its mission bright true.

M ay those who read its pages 
Be linn and faithful too.

F o r  our cause is making 
Vast progress on the globe;

And soon 'twill send its echoes I
A lo n g  from pole to pole.

Y o u  have hut late enlisteiI !
I n tills most glourious cause,

Then do not lie faint-hearted,
But stop not, never pause 

T o  sec your w ay in future,*
T h e present u  enough;

Am i friends to you’ ll lie faithful I 
If you 'll but'faithful work.

oi Mrs. C. T. Bo o t h  for C. W .
April 25th, 1879:

F o r  truth, and right, and p rogress, 
In faith and.hope be firm,

N e'er fear to meet the stranger 
Because he’ll say “  insane.”

Y o u  know the cause ip spreading, 
Soon all will bow  the knee.

And grasp the hand o f  reason 
Without a doubting fear.

N o w  friend, we bid you welcom e, 
A s  a worker in the field.

F o r  future right and justice  
Y o u r pen you now must w ie ld ; 

A n d  we too j B l  assist you
From o u r ^ g h t  and sunny clim e, 

A n d  for the w ork o f printing 
Y o u ’ ll receive reward in time.

On l y  On e .
The day the above was Written was a particularly gloomy one, 

and the outlook very far from promising. W e rem em ber h av  
ing a conversation with a friend the day the above was w ritten  
on the subject of the gloomy prospects and the  seeming apathy 
df our Spiritual friends.

3
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By reference above it- will be seen that we have associated 
w ith us in th e  editorial management of The Texas Spiritualist 
Mr. C. T. B o o t h , a gentleman well-known in Texas as a lawyer 
and w riter o f ability. H e will throw  all his best energies into 
th e  w ork of advancii%  the canse of Spiritualism and elucidating 
the  doctrine  of a fu tu re  life of happiness without the interven 
tion of priestcraft and the  thousand and one mummeries prac 
ticed  by orthodox  teachers. W e tru s t that with his assistance 
th e  paper will soon find its way into the hands of every Spirit 
ua list in T exas +0

The 31st ann iversary  of modern Spiritualism was celebrated 
m m any cities and  tow ns 6f  the U nited States, and also in other 
portions of th e  globe. A nd from the widespread in terest man 
ifested  in th e  exercise^ of this re-union it  would not appear, as 
th e  theological jou rna ls  would have their readers believe, that 
th e  cause is dying o u t ; b u t ra ther tha t it  had proclaimed an 
o th er and m ore vigorous campaign against ignorance, super 
stition  and m ental slavery. W ith bright unstained and flying 
colors i t  will m o v ^y a , under its form er able leaders, assisted 
by many newly co affiss io n ed  ones, in the  war of extermination 
which it  has been waging against its enemies for thirty-one years.

Now shall we not all hasten to enlist in this cause! Will not 
every Spiritualist, who is now in the camps of the enemy, or 
giving them aid and com’fo'rt by his silence and timidity, at once 
come out boldly and proclaim his adherence to this noble cause. 
I f  Spiritualism is irue, and you know it to be so, why should

\
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you be ashamed of it? By your fear to acknowledge your con- 
victionsyou justify the revilings you receive from the enemy. 
When you shall show the honesty of your views by publicly 
proclaiming them then will you and your cause be treated  with 
respect. The open and avowed Spiritualist is never h u rt by 
tjie sneers and revilings of the theological bigot. . E very  one 
who has received the tru th  should become teacher unto o thers, 
first in his own family, and then in broader fields, as his ability  

* and opportunity may warrant. And most of all should he avoid 
subjecting his children to the erroneous and pernicious teach  
ings of the orthodox churches and sunday-schools, which will 
inevitably warp and enslave their tender and susceptible m inds.

Wanted—A Believw.
“And these signs shall follow them that be lieve: In  my name 

shall they cast out dev ils; they shall speak wiih new to n g u e s ; 
they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly th ing, 
it shall not hurt th em ; tliev shall lay hands on the sick, and  
they shall recover.”—[Mark XVI., 17-18.

The above is the language of Jesus Christ and were his la s t 
words while upon earth (the second time). Now we call upon 
the orthodox churches, whose members profess to be believers, 
to produce a believer, and prove him to be such, by any of th e  
above signs following him. Now these signs do follow th e  
Spiritual medium, and we submit that if the foregoing w ords o f 
Christ are to be received as the tru th  that we are justified  in 
claiming that the mediums are the kind of believers th a fh e  was 
ta lk in g  about. The churches confess that these signs do n o t 
follow their members, and, we understand!^) get rid  o f th is  
d a m a g in g  tex t they propose in their v e rs io iR f  the  bible, now 
in progress in England, to expunge this portion of God’s icord, 
a s  they have declared it to be for eighteen hundred years.

But when they have amended God’s word|  and made it as H e  
0\iqlit to hare made it, they will still fail to have the  signs ; and  
the signs will still follow the mediums to prove their heavenly 
mission.

By the way, while this commission are revising and am ending
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jthe bible would it  not be a good idea to add a few passages, 
here  and there , specially declaring that Spiritualism is a hum 
bug, and devised by the  devil for the purpose of deceiving the 
people. This course the church has often pursued heretofore ; 
and, as heretofore, it would doubtless be an easy matter to 
convince many people that God originally wrote them. And 
les t some should not believe a clause or two might be added 
declaring such as did riot believe should be damned.

Acknowledgment,

In  response to  our appeal in last issue a . M. Attaway, of 
M arlin, Texas, Imgtoent its an order for ten extra copies of The 
Spiritualist to  b P R n t  to as many of his friends, and we have no 
doubt some of them  awt least will be induced thereby to investi 
gate th is m ost im portant subject of Spiritualism, which has 
b rough t new hope to  so many millions of earth’s children. We 
hope o thers will be moved to pursue the same course as Bro. 
A ttaw ay. W e are  a t this time publishing the paper at an actual 
loss over and above our own labor. We have never expected 
to  m ake money out of this enterprise. Nor do we care to do 
so. W e shall be con ten t if we receive enough from subscrip 
tion  to  pay the actual money outlay, I t  is a labor of love upon 
our part, prom pted by the in te rest we feel in the greatest anil 
m ost soul-cheering tru th  tha t has ever engaged the attention.of 
mankind. W e shall cheerfully give our own labor, and so long 
as tn e  friends of th e  cause will furnish the neccessar, .tmouiit 
of m oney to  pay expenses we will continue to publis. this pap< 
and  it  will afford Us pleasure to expend all receipts i 
it  shall be  a welcome visitor in the family circle of ev ery 
itua lis t in the  land. We wish our friends to feel that tliii 
is no t m ade for our own benefit, bu t tha t it is made in behalf 
the  cause of Spiritualism . Friends, this cause is d e a r tp  +he 
h earts  of every  one of you, and you wish to see it extended as 
m uch as possible, and  you wish to see a good spiritual paper 
bu ilt up here  a i home. Every one of you are willing to give 
more ihan it  will require  to put this paper on a firm footing.
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lin t it you delay about the m'atter it may go d’own. E very  
reader ought at ouce to appea].to the Spiritualists in his neigh 
borhood to do1 all they can to sustain it. The paper only costs' 
eight cents per rhonth, which surely any of you can afford if 3 011 
do not siiuplv neglect the matter. And if even half of the S p ir- . 
dualists of Texas weft? to become subscribers the success of 
the paper will be assured'. Let ifs cfose this appeal by again' 
asking each one of you to yield to the promptings of the sp irit 
and act art' once.

j  •• ---------- — -----------
A few drays silice we received a call from the Texas veteran '

stud Spiritual1 veteran, Dr. S. Y. Reams, of Semproniiis, Austin 
county, Texas.* He had ju s t visited our resident medium, Mrs.' 
C. T. Booth; and’ received1 through her meiffuinship quite a 
lengthy comitftiliicatioh inf verse from his fatlrngtind children in 
spirit life, of which he was .fustly very proud,iSr it breathed the  
flame love and affection for hfrir which they cherished while in 
earth" life. He is doing a good work for the cause, in a quiet 
wfety, and left for his home with r e n t e d  energy and hopeful 
ness.' M'ay he be spared many years as a teacher.*

We send this number ot The Spiritualist to a number of par 
ties who are not subscribers and hope they will examine it and 
show it to their neighbors who are friendly to the canse it ad  
vocates. And we hope that all who may see it and approve o f  
its mission will endCavor to 'extend its sphere of usefulness by 
becomrng subscribers, and inducing others to'do likewiiC.

The Banner ef Light.—We are under continued'ocligationsto* 
this sterling Spiritual paper for kindly notices. The Banner 
is the most able exponent of the Spiritual Philosophy in the 
United States. I t  should be in the hands of evqpy Spiritualist.

Mind and Matter.—This invaluable advocate oY Spiritualism 
is a regular visitor to our office. Ifo Spiritualist can afford to ' 
be without it. Published by J .  M. Roberts, Philadelphia. 
Terms $2.15 per year.

The Olive Branch— For May is on our table filled, as usual, 
with choice Spiritualistic literature. Published at Utica, N .T /  
Tonus $1.00 per year.






