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FIRE AND BLOOD.
TEMPLE TEACHINGS, OPEN SERIES, NO. XXXI.

. One by one the red corpuscles of the blood stream are broken up by
some one of the interior fires operative in all animal bodies,
The waste fragments are consumed by the leucocytes, the white
corpuscles of spleen, liver, cell walls, etc. The nucleoli of each
red corpuscle receive from the first mentioned, interior fire—a
form of electricity—a new impulse to a higher rate of vibration
than that previously manifested, which carries it in rotation from
one organ of the body to another, until it reaches the brain and
spinal cord, where it receives another impulse to a still higher rate
of vibration, which carries it out of the realm of physical matter
.into the finer, more etherial realm, of astral matter. On the astral
plane the same nucleoli pass in turn through every grade of astral
matter, being carried from organ to organ of ast'al bodies, by the
action of finer or more spiritual fires. Such substance -matter finally
becomes a part of the practically indestructible spiritual body.

Chemistry throws much light on the evolution of physical mat-
ter, as, for instance, in the process of refining coal tar. First
comes the gradual elimination of what are termed waste products.
Theén the condensation and conservation of the finer essences, colors,
and valuable medicinal products. All such processes are carried on
by fire or heat, and are analogous to the processes by which the
blood stream of a physical body is transmuted first into astral, then
into spiritual matter, or vice versa.

The occult scientist may sometimes observe such processes go-
ing on in his own body, as, for example, a strong aspiration for
spiritual development, directed by will, to the Infinite, or Father-
Mother-Son, would call out from the Infinite that which to the
spiritual eye, would appear to be a stream of light; to all appear-
ances that stream would seem to issue from a hole in the atmos-
" phere, as sunlight might issue through a hole in a black wall.
The. force of that light would contact and coalesce with the mind
or will force of the thought which prompted the aspiration; a com-
bination would be effected that would impart a still more rapid rate
of vibration to the nucleus of every blood corpuscle in the body
of such aspirant, changing its character to a very marked degree.
This is the modus operandi of the transmutory processes brought
about by concentration and meditation, such as is advised by
teachers of the sacred science. The student of physiology knows
that ‘the blood corpuscles are continually breaking up, and that
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the fragments are taken up by the white corpuscles, but he does
not know what occurs to the nucleus in those transitional stages.
He is not able to see how the life principle of the nucleus is
raised to higher states of substance-matter, and how it passes
from death to life, and from life to death, in continuous incarna-
tion and excarnation.

The proud in spirit object to having the bodies they have lav-
ished so much care and thought upon, classed as animals. They
will repudiate the statement that they have no human bodies as
yet, that such are only in process of building. Age upon age, life
after life, must yield its quota of substance for that human body,
substance which has been refined by fire from the streams of blood
which have passed through all the long line of animal bodies.
Every thought, every aspiration, leaves an impress vpon the
pucleoli of the cells of the physical body. In fact, we may con-
sciously create our own human bodies.

It is because of his power over that particular grade of substance,
that a Master can create at will, or disintegrate, a physical body;
he can raise or lower the vibrations of the nucleoli which form the
basis of his real body, and so make it visible or invisible, although
it must not be understood that this is the only way by which he
can perform the same phenomenon, for he also has the power of in-
hibiting or increasing the physical sense of sight in any given

person. Et]

THE WOMAN’S AGE.
L

In the order of Everlasting Wisdom, the end and aim of human
life, amid all its turmoil, sorrow and numberless painful contacts, is
the education of the will. None will deny that the dignity or indig-
nity of the human creature consists solely in the accomplishment of
that which it wills. To will in conformity with the true, as contra-
distinguished from the false, is to identify one’s self with immortal
being. The will of man is irresistible when he knows (naturally)
the true from the false; but, before his emancipation from the servi-
tude of evil passions is vouchsafed, he will have to create himself a
second time; and this, because, in his present state, he can but live
and suffer and die like any other hog, the arch representative of all
physical positiveness. It is known only to the few that Man is
physically positive and woman the reverse; that is to say: Woman
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is spiritually positive and physically negative, while the material
vehicle called a man is physically positive and spiritually negative,
and just in proportion as the human ego, in its descent into matter,
loses its opposite pole, positiveness, and succumbs to physical condi-
tions, does man, the physically positive, abuse, outrage and subor-
dinate the opposite sex. In Ancient Greece, twelve hundred years
before Christ, the highest anathema that could be pronounced against
a man, was to say, that ‘‘he deserved not the protection of a subject,
or the happiness of a domestic life.”” Five hundred years later, be-
hold the conditions! Men without distinction bowing at Venus’
polluting fane; women compelled to sacrifice their gender to the hated
Moloch of carnality, and females of the tender age unhesitatingly be-
stowing their semi religious favors upon drunken visitors! What
was the result? Simply. Greece, the proud and envied nation of the
earth, crumbled and fell, and, a though her naval and military power
was the first of the world’s civilization, she became as naught, and
with all her boasted glory and artistic refinement, passed to
where oblivion broods and memory forgets. Why all this degrada-
tion and ruin? some may ask. I answer simply, the beastly subor-
dination of the better half and spiritually positive portion of the
race, woman, by and upon the part of the huge rhinoceros-hided,
physically positive animal man, who seemingly ever makes his mind
the play-ground of his senses, and, having the rude force aspect of
power at his command, adopted and made the rule of might that of
right, and woman’s weakness no protecting power.

One would think that the man would sometime or other learn and
adopt the benefits of affinity in the marriage relation as thundered
forth in nature’s laws, and thus be actuated to turn about, for his
own sake, if for no other, and render to woman her “proper status
and relation in the named association or alliance. Does he do so?
Not he, by any means. On the contrary, he speaks of her as any
other chattel, cataloguing her with the other animals of his posses-
sion, as. my horse, my dog, my wife, my cow, etc.

I ofttimes pause and wonder whereof it was that the plurality of per-
sons in the unity of God could be so overlooked, as not to recognize
the woman or mother principle, without which God himself must be
a nonentity. I have been told that the ‘“He’’ was merely taken for
the ‘‘Son” to avoid the deification of the mother, and by such avoid-
ance she must continue human.

The old Talmudic Jurisprudence did not divide man from woman,
much less seek, by irritating questions of respective quality, to
establish antagonism in the love relation. For the true Kabalist,
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woman is neither his equal, his companion, his mistress or his ser-
vant; she is simply man himself, and thus conceived in and fromthe
Natural Maternal and affectionate view-point. In a word:
‘“Woman has each and every right and privilege belonging to
man, and man respects himself in woman.” ‘‘Never, therefore,”’
says he, ‘“let human folly divide those whom divine wisdom has
pleased to unite; and woe unto those who live single.”” ‘Oh,
soul of my soul, heart of my heart, and flesh of my flesh,’”; cried
an Initiate in the mysteries of the Mischana, ‘you speak of be-
coming my equal: you would, therefore, become other than your-
self, and thus tear your heart from mine and make two of those
who are one; and just as God formed you from the very bone and
flesh of my body, you would draw something monstrous out of
you to complete yourself, and take my place in -vour nature, but
when you are my rival in love and affection, will you ever be
my equal in desolation and regret?’’ This, in a measure, seems to
partake of the pomposity of the ‘‘big me,” characteristically ori-
ental; but the thought is well worth considering. A Master once
said: ‘‘To attain a personal and independent existence, the human
entity was forced to detach itself from God, which detachment
takes place at birth. The child who comes into this world is a
spirit, loosed from the bosom of God, to go forth and partake of
the fruit of the tree of Knowledge; and to enjoy liberty; and for
this reason man was given a clothing of flesh.”” Well, if this be
true, he certainly was condemned to death by that very birth; for,
by all the laws of reason, his fall and birth into this matter or
physical plane, was and is the ‘“‘unpardonable sin’’ from the thrall-
dom of which he can never escape, save by personal suffering and
consequent individual merit. ‘‘Hence, The Tree of the Trespass
was the instrument of thie world’s creation.” If this be not true,
and the passions of man impel him not to the battle of life, and
consequent unfoldment through suffering into recognition of the
higher or Real Self, then where is the merit of redemption through
the sacrifice of the Master Jesus, or indeed any one else?

D. L. PETTY.
(Concluded in next number.)
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THE ROD OF MOSES.
IL

The Rosicrucian concept of the music of the spheres, or the di-
vine harmony, expresses sound and color, also by numerals, spiritu-
ally suggestive of the seven rays emanating from the central sun, as
the seven powers of natnre radiate from the central spiritual sun.
The bible narrative recognizes every atom in the universe as a fac-
tor in the infinite equation, and the bible names represent the value
of these factors (or rather ar¢), the co-efficient in the problem that is
being worked out by the great architect on the trestle board of the
universe.

Moses was said to have been learned in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians, and as their wisdom was all intimately associated with
their religion, he was no doubt a heirophant or initiate, as stated by
Manetheo; that he was such is evidenced by his entire life. ‘That he
did not always confine himself to white maglc is also painfully ap-
parent, as when he brake the tablets and smote the rock, or more
particularly when he used his.alchemy to reduce the golden calf to
powder and his magic to make the people drink it, but this too is
something of a riddle.

With this conception of the man, one may readily understand
something of his mystic rod, which played so important a part in
his life work. What was this rcd, and why was it used? Can it
be true that God required the aid of a stick to accomplish his de-
signs?  Not a bit. The rod is an objective symbol of a subjective
fact. Asan Egyptian priest, Moses carried this emblem in his hand
when he first comprehended the spirit of God, or as it is told, saw
God in the fire, the burning bush.

““And the Lord said unto him, ‘What is that in thine hand?’ And
he said. ‘A rod.” And he said, ‘Cas? it on the ground.” And he cast it
on the ground, and it became.a serpent; and Moses fled from before
it.

‘‘And the Lord said unto Moses, Put forth thy hand, and take it
by the tail. And he put forth his hand and caught it, and it became
a rod in his hand.” —Exodus 1V, 2, 3, 1.

[Read also in this connection the 17th verse of the same chapter,
and again verses g, 10 and 11 of Exodus VII.]

The fire as known is symbolized by the serpent and the proof is
vouchsafed by the manifestation that the emanation becomes the ser-
pent which, when withdrawn, becomes again the emanation. The
serpent was held by all ancient peoples, in the greatest veneration,
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as the symbol of divine wisdom and the symbol of spirit. The rod
typifies in its simplest form, the line of fohatic force; it is the male,
the positive current; the serpent is female, symbolized by curved or
circular motion; the changing of the one to the other illustrates the
operation of those forces which the ignorant have, as the snake,
made into a personal devil. The warring between these two, centrip-
etal and centrifugal motion, is that which, operating through the
universe, holds the very spheres in balance.

These forces in the two worlds, subjective and objective, through
their eternal opposition, produce cosmic harmony. They at
once force the worlds to pursue their elliptical orbits, and chain
them to the focus of the universe. Here is the great cross upon
which the great serpent spirals through eternity. This is the bal-
ance, the reconciler, the governor, the atoner, typified by Him who
called himself the sun of righteousness and placed himself upon the
symbolic cross. Christ also was born of the serpent or spirit, the
Holy Ghost typified by the tongues of fire and of the Royal Virgin,
of the water ‘‘Mary.”

Hermes says that 10 is the mother of the soul: /ife and /light! are
therein united, for 1, the rod, is born of the spirit, and the 10 is born
from matter, so the unity gives birth to the 10 and the ten to the
unity. The rod and the serpent again. Pythagoras also accepts this
idea. The rod typifies emanation, and the circle evolution. On this
cross—the Christas or the perfect one is rassed. A symbol is an em-
bodied idea, and this symbol of the cross expresses the whole phil-
osophy of matter vivified by spirit. What modern cosmogonist
could compress within so simple a form such an infinity of meaning?
From the center of the unfathomable deep, issues forth a circle
formed of spirals, within which lies the great serpent, the dual an-
drogyne; the circle here represents the divine mind, and the serpent
the shadow of its light. These form the Logoi, a compound princi-
ple. The Ophites for this reason, employed the symbol of the ser-
pent coiled on the sacramental loaf, the two conjointly representing
the Logos; separately, they became the spiritual tree of life, and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

In the beginning was the Logos or Word. Our earth was a ray
of cosmic ideation radiating from the Central Sun—(this is repre-
sented by the rod) as it floated over the great ocean of ether it was
acted upon by the spiritual force which draws all things to unity;
and thus a ring was formed moving in a circular direction. This is
the mundane serpent biting his tail; but, as the two forces came into
balance, he swallowed his tail in toto, and became a ball or globe.
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In this aspect, the mundane snake is matler, the offspring of prim-
ordial matter and of the Sun, or Jiva. But in this aspect the ser-
pent is regarded as always within, and subject to, the first cause,
shown symbolically by being drawn horizontally across the circle,
representing thus by a figure, the Akasa, out of which the earth
evolved, circumscribed by the all- embracmg first cause, the serpent
tpyifying here the astral plane.

So the mystery grows; like the snake, the earth sheds its coats and
grows, so too man casts aside his gross material covering, and enters
on the next stage of his existence with enlarged powers and quick-
ened vitality. The ‘“Old Serpent”’ becomes Ophis-morphus—and
spiritually Ophis Christos, both of which are conjoined astronomi-
cally in the androgyne sign of Virgo Scorpio.

" So the rod ot Moses representing the -positive, the separator, di-
vided the waters, cleft the rock, set aside the people, laid out the
lands, and performed many minor feats, such as creating imperman-
ent objects, and again destroying them.,

The tribe of Levi, the fiery serpent, at one time spread false doc-
trines regarding the fire or sun worship, as is represented by their
being bitten. This Moses corrects, by holding up to them the true
meaning of the rod and the serpent, and thus restored a more cor-
rect and less idolatrous understanding of the mystery.

For the same purpose, Jesus is said to have been lifted up, to re-
emphasize this ancient divine truth of the regeneration of man
through incarnation in matter, and his being raised up to become
Christos. So the man was crossed in the intellect that is crucified
at the place of the skull ““Golgetha,” for the intellect is the slayer of
the intuition whereby the Christ in man is revealed to himself.
.Amalek is said to have been subdued or overcome by this same sign
of the cross; for the hands of Moses were held up in this form until
the sun went down, and herein is another mystery. So also the
door posts were once sprinkled with the blood of the lamb; and here-
in are several mysteries, as shown by the lamb, the first born, the
three spots of blood, the door with its four sides, the five points, the
Hebrew letter H (five), which Abram took from the name of his
wife Sara, and put in the middle of his own name

But enough has been said to suggest to a student a whole realm of
independent and original investigation. Ina paper confined within
such brief limits, only the salient ideas relating to all phases of a sub-
ject can be touched upon; and, after all, it is only milk. Some day
we may be able to partake of strong meat. The rod has been a sym-
bol of power both sacred and profane, from the scepter of the adept
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king, down through all the ages. Now it has been the wand of
Mercury, now the baton of a marshal, now clerical insignia or se-
cret symbol —even to the ‘‘vrill staff’’ of Bulwer Lytton, or the star-
tipped wand of the fairy. Why? Perhaps if we, like Moses, would
go into the silence of the wilderness, into the silence of the heart,
we too may be illumined by the flame, as he by the burning bush,
and perhaps the tongue of fire may speak to us also—perhaps!
(Concluded.) S.

CHILDREN'S DBPARTMBNT
Temple Builders—Lesson 9.

THE TIME AND THE LEADER.
PART IL ,

There is a-condition of restlessness in the world today. Many of
us feel it within ourselves. Some of the older ones among us see it
in our nation and in the nations of Etrope and Asia. .

The time for peace and rest is, fast approaching, but before that
time comes, we may expect some,_trouble and warfare, just as there
is often wind, llghtnmg and rain before a calm. ‘‘The trumpet will
sound, ‘To arms,’ the true Warrior, clothed m his armér of Truth,
Light, Liberty and Equality, will appear, and the hlstory of the
world be changed in the twmklmg of an eye.”” | |

The mations are all passing thrbugh a crisis. The people as indi-
viduals are passing through crises, The time has come when they
must decide, “in the strife of Truth and Falsehood. for the good or
evil side”.

The children, too, are passing through a crisis. They are in
the midst of trouble, and wrong conditions. They, too, must choose,
if they will manifest truth in their lives. In a few years the children
will be the young men and women of the world; they will have to
decide important questions, Even today they are preparing them-
selves to meet those questions, by their decisions for right, at home,
in school and among their friends, by connecting themselves with a
movement which has for its object—Love for all people, all things

There is not a loving act done by a little child but the whole
world feels it. It is felt first by the family of which the child is a
part, and then by the great world-family of which we all are a part.

When we think how great an influence each one of us has, is it
not beautiful to think how great an influence may be felt from all
the children in the world ? Is it not important to make that influ-
ence good rather rather than evil?
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It is freedom that the people are wanting today. Children
know what freedom means. They love it. So do grown people
and nations.

Whenever we ‘‘lift the stone that crushes to earth a tiny violet or
blade of grass, or speak the word that helps a brother along his
path, we not only give them greater freedom, but come nearer per-
fection ourselves, because we have fulfilled the law of Love which
opens up the path to God now closed and barred by Self.”’

Conditions are being prepared now for the coming of a great
leader, in exactly the same way as the opportunity for growth was
given the little seed. Our needs and longings are making it possi-
ble for a Great Soul, waiting, watching somewhere, seeing the
condition of the people, their dissatisfaction and unrest, hearing
our demands for higher life and light, to come and lift us higher,
show us the true way, help us change conditions, just as the seed

" drew upward into the air and sunshine the leaves and all that gave
it an opportunity for growth.

You will see that all this is natural. We are all one family along
with the birds, plants, seeds and stones, and we grow according to
the same law.

This is the people’s winter. Some glad day it will be spring,
and, if we remember these truths, hold them in our hearts, work for
the good of others, forgetting ourselves, we may look for the leader
to come among us and draw us up with him.

Surely we will remember to give ourselves for others. We will
follow that ever faithful I.eader —the Silent Voice in the heart of
each of us. We will not grow discouraged even though we suf-
fer bodily want and mental pain. We will look upon our lives as
taking the path of a circle. Part of the way is on the downward
arc, but the other part will be reaching upward, and we will gather
the fruits of love, kindness, suffering, and sacrifice, pressed down and
running over, in the love and happiness of our brothers and sisters.

The pain and sacrifice will have brought about new conditions,
will have awakened a new vibration, will have changed the moans
of the suffering into cries of joy, a new child will be born, a new
people, that will join with the angels of heaven in singing ‘“Glory
to God in the highest, peace on earth, good will toward men.”

NoreE.—The song agcompanying this lesson is “The Present Crisis,” by
Lowell—tune, Emperor’s Song by Josef Hiydn, written a few moments before
his death while the French were beseiging Vienna and the bombs were burst-
ing around. The music became the national hymn of Austria and always in-
spires a feeling of freedom.
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EDITORIAL MIRROR.

With this issue, THE TEMPLE ARTISAN celebrates its fourth anni-
versary. ‘‘Talk is cheap,” and we have striven to avoid any undue
display in calling attention to THE ARTISAN and the high
order of matter always to be found within its covers. Such
matter speaks for itself. With our many friends however, we are
naturally gratified because of the good words said of THE ARTISAN
by our readers; and the constantly increasing demand for it encour-
ages us to always strive for higher excellence.

v o

Since THE TEMPLE ARTISAN has been issued on the Pacific
Coast, it has had much to do with country life, and if our readers oc-
casionally perceive in it a flavor of ‘newly mown hay, they have a
right to infer that possibly our editorial #ego has been following the
plow or been at some other kind of work in the fields. With the
press of literary, professional and other work on us, it is inspiring to
be so environed that we can hear, if not the music of the spheres, at
least the music of growing things, and sense the ‘‘sweet smell in the
earth,” and note nature’s expulsive movements in raising life to

higher conditions.
ot

As we seem to be trending in the line of the vegetable hierarchy,
we feel inclined to continue. From our office window we can see a
castor bean tree—about sixteen feet high. In the east, this is a
small plant, in California, a tree. Here we also have rose trees.
And the fuchsias! Can our New York friends imagine a fuchsia
tree? ‘Then think of a hedge of calla lilies—all in bloom out of
doors! This is not a dream either. In California calla lilies are
considered something of a nuisance because they grcw so luxuriantly
and overrun the gardens so. In this immediate vicinity are many
cypress trees and hedges which tincture the air with a delicious aro-
ma. There are also many eucalyptus trees. ‘I'hese are commonly
referred to as gum trees. The odor from them is very pleasant and
aromatic. Just now, on the grounds in front of the Headquarters
cottage a huge century plant is in process of blossoming. It has
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sent a twenty foot shaft or stalk straight up, and branching retals
are now beginning to form at the top of this.
' _
This is a good section for the English walnut tree. Fifteen to
twenty acres of bearing trees insure a good income to the owner.
Apricot, peach and innumerable other kinds of fruit trees also thrive

in this section.
K

Some thoughtful observer has said that whenever he hears of any
person going to the dogs, he always feels sorry—for the dogs. We
would recommend our members to read carefully the instruction
recently sent out on **The Eighth Sphere,” and take a spiritual in-
ventory of themselves to see if any part of their mortal nature is
functioning there. The Eighth Sphere has no doubt its different
departments of unpleasant odors and vibrations. According to
Chinese theology, there are seven hells, each one of which is of a
most varied and unique unpleasantness We can imagine some peo-
ple so tumultuously pure that they could be in the lowest loka of the
Eighth Sphere and not know it or admit but that they were on the
right hand path of transcendant. virtue and charity immortal.

They who worship the gods, go to the gods, and they who wor-
ship other things go somewhere, too. W. H. D.

TEMPLE HOME ASSOCIATION NOTES.

Attention is called to the April number of the Sunset Magazine, in
which is concluded a very interesting article on the ‘Garden of the
Bishop’’ (San Luis Obispo County), the word ¢ obispo’’ in Spanish
meaning bishop. The Arroyo Grande valley is referred to as the
most fertile part of this ‘“Garden’” where the biggest prize vegeta-
bles are grown. There is much other interesting data given in the
article and it is well worth reading from many points of view.

The Temple Home Association issued a general invitation to the
people of the Arroyo Grande valley on May 25th, to attend the for-
mal opening of its Hotel and Sanatorium. 7The time set was be-
tween 2 and 4 in the afternoon and 7 and ¢ in the evening. The
halls and reception rooms were prettily decorated with flowers and
ferns, and the Stars and Stripes draped the wide entrance between
hall and parlor. Many people attended, coming from miles around,
but mainly from Arroyo Grande and Oceano. The parlor was filled
with the people who assembled in the afternoon; and in the evening

7
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the wide hall was also filled in addition to the parlors During the
first hour, pleasant conversation was indulged by all present and soul-
ful music was rendered by Mrs. Kent. Dr. Dower then requested
the attention of those assembled, and extended to all on behalf of the
Halcyon Hotel and Sanatorium and The Temple Home Association,
a cordial welcome to this formal opening of the work in this section.
Dr. Beyer then defined the scope and aim of the Sanatorium and
showed that one of the important aims of the institution was to ed-
ucate the people to observe those laws of love and harmony that
would make abnormal and diseased conditions impossible. Mr. Kent
then defined some of the main aims and purposes of The Temple
Home Association, and pointed out in addition how necessary it was
to the success of the work in this section to have the fullest sympathy
and co-operation, moral and otherwise, of the people in the imme-
diate vicinity.

Mrs. La Due then spoke of the place of woman in the plans of the
Association, showing how this was a woman's age in which she was
coming more and more to the fore, and that any great work or move-
ment must co-ordinate that force if it would progress in a normal
and balanced way. In general the work of the Association was
shown to be on the broadest and most tolerant lines, without d stinc-
tion of race, color, creed or sex.

After the speaking, the people were invited to inspect and witness
the working of the 24 plate static electrical machine with which the
Sanatorium has been recently equipped. This was explained and
its workings demonstrated both philosophically and from a thera-
peutic standpoint. A feature of great imterest was demonstrated,
in conmnection with the machine, namely, the X Ray, and all
present came up one by one, and were shown the bones of their
hands and arms through the fluoroscope as well as other interesting
phenomena connected with this marvellous, though invisible, ray of
energy. The remarkable display of electrical energy, and the beau-
tiful green glow of the X-Ray tube in connection with the phenom-
ena of the ray itself was of the most intense interest to all present.
Light refreshments were served by the ladies, and the assem-
blage dispersed about 10.30 P. M.

Much force and good feeling was engendered as a result of this
opening, and the friendly contact between the people and the
officers and members of the Association and Sanatorium.
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ASTRAL DECEPTION.

As the material ocean is broken up into waves and ripples by the
power of winds and currents, and a single observer may see his face
reflected therein, often grotesquely, wherever he may turn his eyes,
leaving the impression on his mind that his is the only reflection
being thrown upon the surface of the whole ocean; so the ocean of
ether and the ocean of akasa, permeating and surrounding all
forms of manifested life, are thrown into motion by the power of
individual mind and will, thus creating analogous ripples and waves
to those observable upon the material ocean, and such ripples and
waves are reflected to the eye of the mind,—the organ of spiritual
sight,—in similarly fantastic and unreal ideas and figures; and often
expressions are conveyed to the listening consciousness, creating the
illusion that his personality or individuality stands out preeminently
above all other beings in existence, and that to him are addressed
words by beings far in advance of his present status, conveying the
idea that he has been specially chosen by God for some great work,
when in nine times out of ten, any observer or listener from a
similar vantage ground, would be hearing the same sounds and
sights, the same words.

While human beings, as a rule, are willing to concede that the
universe is a unit —theoretically speaking, they lose sight of that fact
when trying to demonstrate any particular problem of that universe.

They forget that only on the four lower planes of manifestation do

the laws of separateness exist in action—that on the higher planes,
the consciousness of one is the consciousness of all—that all are
God. :

A fine line must be drawn between what we term the truth and
deceptiveness of the astral plane. It is deceptive only from the
lower physical standpoint; it is not deceptive from the higher planes
of manifestation. The cause of its seeming deceptiveness lies in
our false conception of the separateness of matter. ‘The Cosmic
Soul of man in communicating with any one of its expressions,—
that is, any one of the bodies it has ensouled,—would convey the
impression that it was communicating with that one particular
entity, when in reality all people who were in a receptive condition
at that same time would hear exactly the same words, or receive
the same impression, and to all intents and purposes be justified in
believing that he or she alone was under observation, or in the right
position to receive communications. If we ever expect to thor-
oughly understand the Master’s instructions—the great lesson of
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unity—that is, the non- separableness of Matter and Spirit—must
first be learned. B. S.

TEMPLE CONVENTION NOTICE.

The Fourth Annual Convention of Temple Members will be held
on the 7th, 8th and gth of August, at the headquarters at Oceano,
California. There will be an assemblage of members on Saturday
Evening, the 6th, and the program of meetings will be announced.
The first regular meeting of the Convention will be held Sunday
morning or afternoon, and another meeting in' the evening. There
will be accommodations for many of our members at the Halcyon
Hotel and Sanatorium, at half-rate prices, v7z., from 75 cents to
$1.00 per day. Another announcement will be made in the July
issue of THE TEMPLE ARTISAN. A number of our members have
already notified us of their intention to be present at this Conven-
tion, and we ask that all those who expect to come will write us as
soon as possible, to that effect.

Cuas. L. Harris, Temple Scribe.

TEMPLE ACTIVITIES AND NOTICES. .

The attention of our members is called to the\ Convention Notice
in this issue, and we trust that all who can, will arrange to attend,
and that all who can will do so in the spirit of service and devotion,
giving freely the forces of love and consecration to the cause which
the Temple organization represents.

* * *

Members, or friends of the work, in coming to Oceano, can render
an important service to the Centre by arranging their route over the
Southern Pacific Railroad. Therefore. it is requested, that when a
ticket is purchased for Oceano by any member or friend, the ticket
agent be requested to take note of the name, as well as the number,
form, class and routing of the ticket, in order that the information
may be furnished to the main office of the Southern Pacific Railroad
Company. '

* * *

It is requested that in all cases of changes in address, special no-

tice be promptly sent to the Temple Scribe, by letter or postal card.
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A charter has been granted to ‘‘Boston Square,’’ at Boston, Mass.,
which bas recently been inaugurated, with eight members. A
charter has also been granted to ‘‘Fall River Square,” Fall River,
Mass., which has been inaugurated, with nine members.

* * *

All answers to questions recently sent out, (Order of the 36)
should be received at Headquarters by 1st of July at latest. ‘There
can be no classifications after that, for this examination.

* * *

A portion of our members have not as yet paid their annual dues
for the year ending April 1st, 1904, and are hereby reminded of this
obligation. Annual dues for the coming year, beginning April 1st,
are now in order.

* * *

For Temple dues and Helping Hand contributions, make money
orders payable to Mrs. J. W. Kent, Treasurer. For membership
Certificates and Investment Certificates in The Temple Home Asso-
ciation, and for all payments thereon, make money orders payable
to The Temple Home Association.

CHas. L. Harwrrs, Temple Scribe

“‘Strength for the weak, and comfort for grief,
And sunshine to brighten life’s day;

And make us remember, whatever may come,
There's love for the loving alway.”

What function is there nobler than the calling forth of what is
best in others? What career grander than that which devotes us
to such a mission?—ZEarnest Crosby.
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FULFILMENT.
TEMPLE TEACHINGS, OPEN SERIES, NO. XXXIL

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and angels, and have
not charity, I am become as sounding brass and tinkling cymbal.

“Though I have the gift of prophecy and understanding, and
have not charity, I am nothing.

““Though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and give my
body to be burned, and have not charity, I am nothing.”’

Interpretated by a co-Initiate with Paul, the preceding words of
the latter would negatively indicate the necessary qualifications for
chelaship, as well as furnish the clue'to the failure of so many
applicants for the same. Charity thus interpreted would indicate
fulfilment—attainment—accomplished by means of implicit obedi-
ence to law. Law and Love are synonymous terms; therefore obe-
dience in love fulfils all law.

If it be true, that lacking charity, you or I become as ‘‘sounding
brass or tinkling cymbal;” if, after the cultivation of every attribute
deemed admirable by God or man, you—I—am nothing, is there
not something for us to do, ere the hour strikes that will leave us as
mere instruments of mechanical sound, valueless symbols of noise,
in a living, breathing world, fast whirling onward to a destiny un-
speakably great; a world in which the one word, USE, will be the .
open sesame to every door of endeavor—a world in which the
power—substance— of charity, will be the key-stone to every arch
of human ingenuity and triumph?

Of what avail your strife at the portal of that world, if you at-
tempt to force a passage with clubs and knives, or with blandlsh-"
ments and temptations? C

My heart grows sad for those among your number whose whole-
sale criticism and condemnation of every creature who does not fit in
to the round or square place created in their intellects, renders them
.incapable of charitable judgment; those of you whose opinion is a
seat of judgment before which you would have all men bow, ere
passing to that gate, above which is written in letters of flaming
fire, the words ‘‘/udgment in Mercy.”’ The fact that you have for-
gotten or are ignoring the underlying principle of that inscription,
will not avail with your judges when your time shall have come to
pass under the same gate. If you, yourselves, were purity per-
sonified, were monuments of wisdom and knowledge combined, you
might, (remember I say mig/t), then pass the administrators of
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Karmic Law, and be found among the judges of your brethren.
But, being what you are, weak, fallible, mortal, does no thrill of
terror ever sweep over your souls at the thought of judgment to
come, when, with the lie of a broken sacred obligation yet hot on
your tongue; when, with a Judas kiss yet trembling on your lips,
you lead out to crucifixion the friend who has trusted you, the
brother who has put himself defenseless into your hands?

Ah! blinded souls, I have heard your claims for help. advance-
ment, protection, based upon a few days or years of service to the
Lodge, a few pieces of gold or silver, a handful of worthless gems..
Yet I say to you,—not a thousand years’ service to the White
Brotherhood; not all the material gold or silver of the Universe; not
all the gems of the sea, sky and earth, could purchase one look of
such appreciation as rests on the face of the Great Master when the
most humble chela kneels before Him—could unlock a single one of’
the seventy and seven gates which bar off the path to the Dais of
the Hierophant—could wipe out the stain of a single treacherous act
for which no atonement had been made—could wipe up the blood
spilled on the ground by a single unavenged victim.

If you cannot be faithful to the vows you have taken to your
Higher Selves, what security can you give to the Law, that you will
remain faithful, if the life and well beipng of one of the least of the:
little ones of God —a chela of the Lodge—is placed in your keeping,
—if one of the secrets of the House of Treasures is imparted to you?

If you cannot obey the laws you have sworn to uphold, how can
you sit among the Law-Givers and hand down just decrees to the
executors of those laws? ‘

If from the depths of the vileness and putrescence of your owm
lower natures, you are led to seek for vileness and putrescence in
others; if you turn over under your tongues as a sweet mersel,
every calumny you may hear and repeat, and stand with itching
ears to listen to an account of some brother’s crime, some sister's .
loss of virtue, some weak, tempted soul's downfall from the ranks
of the ‘‘highly respectable’, how can you receive and carry out to a
suffering world the beloved Master’s messages of pity, forgiveness,
atonement, and resurrection? How can you stand with uplifted
head and eager eyes before the altar of the Lord High Sentinel, and
be clothed with the white robe and golden collar bestowed upon the
sons and daughters of the Third Degree, in token of victory, chas-
tity, unselfish effort and suffering for others,—in token of immor-
tal life and love? '

You have passed heedlessly, carelessly by, many of the countless
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charges given to you, the messages conveyed to you in pain and
longing.  If from only the motive of self-preservation, I implore
vou to listen, to heed the words I now speak to you. El]

THE WOMAN’S AGE.
IL

According to the Zohar, ‘“God made a fissure in the absolute in
order to create the relative,”’ which relative appears as a virtue and
moral force. Does any one pretend the moral force in itself without
temptation is an entity? Is God knowable without his opposite
pole, the devil? Is an ideal ever realized except in exact proportion
to its beauty in contrast with its shadow or evil? Beauty is simply
the splendor of the true, and where is the true without the false? Is
there any such a thing as physical being, independent of male-
female? No, certainly not; and this, not only, but the very plan of
creation itself is unthinkable without 77.-

Marriage is not an afterthought in the plan of creation or life
manifestation. Itis a co-incident and inseparable affinity electric-
ally of the cells of sex life found in every form of out-pictured being
without a single exception, commencing with the mineral, and trom
the mineral to the plant, from plant to animal and from thence to
God, as old as the Universe, and as inevitable and unswerving as
the law of life itself.

According to the true Kabala, (not that up-start illegitimate
Kabala wherein is set forth the nonsense of an evoluting God, from
‘‘mile-post to mile-post in point of refinement,”’but the real Kabala),
‘““He"’ is the feminine letter of the divine Tetragram, and was
added to Abram, making Abraham, wherein was the promise that
Abra-He Am should become the father of many nations. ‘‘He” is
the hieroglyphic sign of realization. It represents the Word and the
fecundity thereof. The duad is simply thetwo forces that constitute
the equilibrium of universal balance and in a special manner the
number of woman, wife, man or mother of society. There is no
supreme unity save that reflected in the duad, male and female,
father, mother, speech fecundated by spirit, woman reflecting man.
It is manifested light—the All.

I have incidentally spoken of the law of equilibrium, or perfect
balance, and to my mind such a state represents and 7s, a saved soul.
‘Our Brother, Dr. J. D. Buck, author of the invaluable book entitled
“‘Mystic Masonry,”” says: ‘There is in nature one most potent
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force, by means whereof a single man, who could possess himself of
it, and should know how to direct it, could revolutionize and change
the face of the world.”” That the Alchemical Sages were entirely
familiar with this force, no student of occultism will for a moment
deny. This force, or agent, was their ‘‘elementary matter of the
great work,”’ like the force of the Keely Motor, and ‘‘the Fohat of
the Secret Doctrine.’”’ By this ‘‘Universal agent, whose supreme law
is equilibrium,” (already suggested),if man could learn how to direct
and control it, he could change the order of the seasons, night into
day, and encompass infinity instantly with his power of thought-
transmission. In the great work entitled ‘‘Morals and Dogma,’’ the
author says: ‘‘There is a Life Principle of the world, a universal
agent wherein are two natures and a double current of love and
wrath. This ambient fluid pervades everything. It is a ray de-
tached from the glory of the Sun, and fixed by the weight of the
atmosphere and central attraction. It is the body of the Holy
Spirit, the Universal Agent. the Serpent devouring its tail.”” It
may here be ‘asked ‘‘What has all this to do with ‘The Age of
Woman ?'’ Simply this: Extremes follow each other in their
order, without exception. No civilization known to the world’s his-
tory has risen to respectable heights that has or can maintain a
supremacy that has debased woman. The Secret Doctrine proves,
in unmistakable language, ‘‘that sexual debasement in any form,
leads directly to destruction both of nations and individuals. The
western world, in its abuse and subordination of woman and sex
perversion, stands today with scarcely a parallel in the history of the
world. This infamous debauchery has at last reached its lowest
round, from the ashes and rotten stench of which springs forth the
imprisoned and long-suffering spiritually positive woman, crowned
with the glittering sheen of the many-hued diamonds of crystallized
thought, made for her by the very hand that darkened and oppressed
her life through past centuries of woe.

The heavens foreshadow her emancipation, as all know who can
read astral configurations. In 1848 the Uranian, or age of Aqua-
rius was ushered in, and from thence to this hour woman has stead-
ily advanced under the influence of that lofty and spiritually positive
ruler of the skies. Let him who doubts, read and digest the legisla-
tion of the last fifty years, and doubt of the writer’s position
will forever cease. It never was permitted to man to do violence to
destiny. The fool alone destroys himself by the cultivation and
inordinate satiation of selfish passion. The smoke of the burning
fires he has lighted, already looms before his affrighted gaze. These
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conditions he has made within himself, and by them he shall be con-
sumed. There never was a wrong administered to woman under
the hellish principle of ‘‘might is right and weakness no protecting
power,’’ but what under the laws of Karma or equilibrium of perfect
balance, will be speedily avenged. It is simply fate's decree, the
foundation principle of the Universe. Hence, I say, this is ‘“The
Woman’s Age’”, which, when in full sway, will mark millennium’s
vibratory anthem throughout a once physically positive sin-cursed

world. D. L. PETTY.
(Concluded.)

FORCE.

In this age of steam, electricity, radium, etc., when the keen
minds of the race are upon an amazing search into the secrets of Na-
ture, and every discovery is more astonishing than the last,—we are
very liable to lose sight of the broader meaning of the word ‘‘Force.”

The ordinary mind connects the word “force”” with such things
as steam, electricity, heat, light—something that can be handled by
man to some extent in science. art, manufactures, and daily life

By the wonderful force electricity, we are changing the habits of
all civilization; towns are spreading out into vast suburbs by won-
derful car systems; houses are lighted with lights corresponding to
Moses' bush in purity and incombustibility. We can see by the
X-ray through solid matter. We can hear our friends’ voices hun-
dreds of miles distant. We can put away our own voice photos
upon little wax discs, and reproduee them at will.

What a very great development in our lives! How the mind of
man has expanded the limits of his cosmos—almost from that of an
animal to that of a God!

All this has been done by the use of Nature forces. When Gal-
van made the frog’s leg move, he did a wonderful thing; that leg
was the first electrical motor. Out of that experiment grew the
complex electric motor of the present day, with all its wonderful
future possibilities.

Still, with all these mysterious fascinating manifestations of
force, if we limit the meaning of that word to such things only, it
is as great an error as that of worshiping the sun as God.

The sun is a most magnificent manifestation of God’s force;
through it we live and move and have our being, and not we only,
but the earth herself depends upon the sun for light and heat and
the still more wonderful force, gravity or cohesion.
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Force, Fohat, is the energy of the Supreme—His desire made
manifest; it includes the courses of an atom, a molecule, the great
circular life of the sun, the suns that are greater than it—but it is
vastly more, for it creates the order of space. Through the effect of
force, there is nothing in the Universe that corresponds to the word
‘chaos.”

And yet, after all this is said, we have only Begun the story ofits
wonders; for, so far, we have only spoken of its exoteric, or outer
form. ‘“The unseen things are more men’s hearts and minds.”
These act and re-act upon each other with a mysterious awe-inspir-
ing rhythmic force, urging forward the events that are to be; gov-
erning the actions of races and the leaders of men.

Nay, who can say if even the solid earth herself does not change
and respond to the dominant force in human thought?

Think of the glorious, glowing force in the mind and heart of the
dear mother Earth, as she spreads her breast to feed her children,
and opens her soul to the love of the ever-radiant sun. The sun
himself brooding in the eternal mystery of his great, stupendous
work; making himself the distributer of beauty, rhythm and life, by
the brooding force of his loving soul.

Eye cannot see, ear cannot hear, tongue cannot express, the
grandeur of him, in outward beauty and power. His inner forces,
his wonderful mind and soul, are beyond conception and not to be
thought upon, except as a vague something all surrounding, all-em-
bracing, all loving, immutable. '

Force is the Great Controller. It is God's ‘“Word,”’ His law of
life. Hidden in Force, we find the key to Form, Number, Color
and Light. JouN O. VARIAN.

HEARTS THAT UNDERSTAND.

Sympathy is sweetest, purest,
From the hearts we love the best,
Soothing, comforting and calming
Grief's wild tumult into rest,
Like the silent benediction

Of a holy, angel guest.

Sorrow weeps with kindred sorrow,
Moved by God's divine command;
Lonely- souls, aweary, blighted,
Vainly seeking helping hand,
Ever glean the truest comfort
From the hearts that understand.
ZELETA.
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EDITORIAL MIRROR.

Concealed fire chars and blackens all about it.
;£

Inner eyes see many false visions; outer eyes see little else.
o St
If you cannot be content without tickling the lion’s ear, you must
expect its spring and its deep-set fangs.
it
Lust is naught but lust, however finely the phrase be turned
wherewith it be clad, and whereby it is used to excite to manifes-

tation.
i

If you will not profit by the experience of others you have no
just cause for complaint when like experience brings loss and suffer-
ing upon you.

it

Over-confidence in your own judgment brings a train of evil con-
sequences as broad and as long as the train which follows /ack of
confidence. One is positive, the other negative, but both are equal
in intensity.

Ed

The sad death of Herbert Knight, one of the founders of the
Brothers of the Illuminati, brings very vividly to mind the warnings
Temple members have received from the Masters, against using
occult means for personal interior development, before body and
brain are sufficiently developed to withstand the forces of high
potency which are inevitably precipitated upon them as a result of
the demand made by them. Mr. Knight is supposed to have com-
mitted suicide as a result of conviction for blackmailing, but those
who knew the man intimately, are perfectly sure some great blunder
has been committed. .

Every leader of a spiritual movement becomes a target for perse-
cution from within as well as without; and, while it might have been
the physical hand which fired the bullet that ended Mr. Knight’s
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earthly life, we have been assured that the real criminal was a mem-
ber of the Black Brotherhood, and the contributory causes of the:
seeming suicide were incited to action by means of the same fiendish
powerful entity. Mr. Knight had not yet developed power enough
to protect himself from the assaults of his spiritual enemies. In his
hour of physical and mental weakness his own organism was turned
against himself. But there is always compensation. Mr. Knight
will be helped back to re-incarnation, and by means of the power
won through this period of stress, he will come better prepared
to take up the same battle.

While suicide is condemned most strongly by our philosophy,
a suicidal act, instigated by a black magician, may be as much of
-a murder as the taking the life of another by physical means is
a murder, and in such a case as Mr. Knight's, the loss of life
becomes a sacrifice. In all cases of suicide, an intervai of dazed,
half-conscious existence on the astral plane is inevitable; but even
this can be taken advantage of by the Master if necessary, and we
have reason to think Mr. Knight's work is by no means finished.

B. S.

The Temple will soon be holding its fourth regular convention or
conference of members, During the first year, a meeting of the
Order of the 36 was the only conference held. Last year, owing to
the transfer of Headquarters to California, and the lack of conven-
iences at the Centre, it was not deemed wise to call a meeting of
members. A more or less informal meeting of members resident at
or near Oceano was held, and the plans for the work were presented
and discussed. The conference to be held next month will be the
first Temple Convention held on the Pacific Coast. No more im-
portant stage of the Great Work can be imagined than that now
obtaining. The proposition of true brotherhood is in process of
demonstration on this outer plane. Much aepends upon every
reader of these lines. The Master-builder of the Temple said at the
inauguration of the work: “‘If the people do not want the Golden
Age, they can hinder its coming for a time—but if they do want it,
they will enter into our plans with enthusiasm.”

it

““The wheel of the Good Law moves swiftly on. It grinds by
night and day. The worthless husks it drives from out the golden
grain, the refuse from the flour. The hand of Karma guides the
wheel; the revoiutions mark the beatings of the karmic heart.

“Great Sifter js the name of the Heart Doctrine, O Disciple.”



26 THE TEMPLE ARTISAN

From inner spheres has come the order ‘‘Purge The Temple”,
and the ' ‘Great Sifter” is swiftly doing its work. The wild beasts
of ambition,of greed for power and place, have entered the ranks and
would filch from it, for their own aggrandizement. Rule or ruin is
always the policy of these forces. It is not strange that things of
darkness are drawn to centres where the Lodge Light shines so
brightly.

The Temple holds no member by any force of fear or favor. If
any members are dissatisfied with the work, teachings or methods,
they have the privilege of resigning from the organization at any
time—and their resignations will be received and recorded in no un-
kindly spirit. If every present member of The Temple deserted his
place, The Temple would go right on just the same—for it has its
root deep in the Great Lodge of Life, and the slimy hosts of darkness
shall not prevail against it.

Wm. Q Judge once said, when informed of the resignation of a
prominent member of his organization: ‘‘Let him go; let them all
go!” He knew the law, that the organization would be healthier
and more powerful for the removal of all who cou/d go out. We
reafirm—*“Let them all go”’ from The Temple ranks if they will.
Furthermore, if dissatisfied from any cause, we znwife them to go.
And if they will not go, from cowardly fear of losing some opportu-
nity, they should know that such fear alone will debar them from
contacting any Master forces at work in and through The Temple.
The Great Law will find them out in time, and eject them from the
Light—for Day cannot mate with Night. ‘‘Examine well thy mo-
tives, or thy motives will examine thee'’. Sincere students of life—
" and there are many such in The Temple—may not always under-
stand—but devotion will carry them safely over the rough places
—when they-are not tainted by the virus of selfish ambition and
other qualities of the lower nature.

Devotion to principles —and love to humanity, long continued, are
the qualities that more quickly than any others, will bring the real-
ization some day, with power and knowledge, that you are working,
not for the Master, but z2 Him. W. H. D.

JUDGE NOT.

‘‘Judge not and ye shall not be judged; for with what judgment
ye judge, ye shall be judged, and with what measure ye mete, it -
shall be measured to you again.”’

Over and over have we read and re-read the above text from the
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mouth of the Master Jesus, and yet how small hold does it take
upon our lives, how little does it influenee our actions. We feel
justified in judging the action of another, which is not in accordance
with what we call our judgment in the case, our preconceived ideas
of right and wrong But why spend our time judging another,
when we are ourselves culpable, each hour, each minute, in thought,
word and deed? H we examine ourselves with the magnifying
lens of true wisdom and justice, we find enough to tax all the time
and endurance of our limited life here, for we bring over from past
experience in other lives results freighted with the misdeeds of the
sum of those past lives.

We are apt to judge others’ misdeeds through fear of upholding
wrong doing, forgetting that the same Law which ‘governs a// lives
will mete out to each, perfect justice, without our ignorant assump-
tion of condemnation, or adjustment; and, in our eagerness to judge
our brother, we forget that this same just Law will mete out meas-
ure for measure to us also.

In the philosophy of Marcus Aurelius we find these words:—
“Does another wrong me? see he to that; his disposition, his
actions are his own. For me, I have at this present, just that
which Universal Nature wills me to have, so that, whether the
' physical currents run smooth or rough, let them not sway the
governing or sovereign Self within.”

No action is permanent; only the results of action live on, only
the Self within is real. Since the mass of mankind is made up of
the sum of its units, the mass is good or bad, according to the
qualities or principles of each unit; if the governing principle be
tempered with a desire for the highest possible gcod for the mass,
we should find each thought and action filled with love, kindness,
well wishing, trust, and faith, and in such the Law could find
nothing to judge, for all would be in harmony. [f the object of
our teachings is to establish harmony through co-operation, how
can we expect to live under such conditions, unless we saturate our
lives with love for each and all? As ‘ love is the fulfilling of the
Law,’’ to be in harmony with that Law, we must not only think
love, we must acf love, which is true soul-knowledge. Then would
all desire to pass judgment upon the actions of any, cease, because
we should have become conscious of our unity with the whole, and
so be partakers of all good. You may say that this is impossible,
as man is at present constituted; but, as Marcus Aurelius says
further, ‘‘Because your own strength may seem unequal to the
task, do not assume that it is beyond the powers of man; if any
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thing -is within the powers and province of san, believe that it is
within your compass also; the measure of a man’s worth is the
worth of his aims; so we can ask ourselves if we choose, have I
understanding equal to the task? and if so, I will use it for the
work as a tool given by Nature, for the service of that which
promotes the harmony of all.”” We cannot get away from the fact
that in judging another, we are judging ourselves, for we belong to
the same great mass of humanity sent out into manifestation, by
the Father of all Life, as the Son, whose object and aim is to gather
experience, weaving it into Soul knowledge, which is Wisdom, and
when we not only recognize but realize that we are but atoms in
the great scheme of Nature, we shall the more easily understand
that Law, which, being perfect justice, takes no notice of our weak
and feeble judgments, because the real I or perfect understanding is
‘‘one with God and all good.”’ EmiLy K. MUNDY.

CHILDREN'S DEPARTMENT

—_—

The Little Builders—Lesson 10.

BECOMING ONE WITH THE WHOLE.
PART 1

Have you ever thought what the air is to us? It gives itself
alike to all, contains the same elements for all, but in those elements
there is a supply for all our different needs. .

The sick man draws from it that which makes him well; the
strong man finds that which keeps him strong; the rich and the
poor have it in like abundance, ii common ownership; the plants
and stones find in it food for their lives; and we have been told that
the atmosphere contains the elements from which all the material
substances are made.

The air, then, or, to use a broader term, the atmosphere is ‘‘All
Things to All Men.”

The mission that the atmosphere fulfils, is the mission that every
great soul desires to fulfil. This is possible, for in each one of us
are all the properties that can be found in the entire universe. A
drop of water taken from the ocean contains the same properties as
the whole ocean. Itsdifference is in quantity, and its power lies in
connecting itself with the ocean.

So it is with man. FEach one is a little world within himself, con-
taining the same elements, but his power comes when he unites
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with the universe. It is then that the power is given him to be as
the atmosphere—*'All Things to All Men.” :

When he reaches this condition, he has passed into what we call
Universal Soul. He has reached it by a study of the hidden things
of life. He has learned to understand the language of the stone and
the flower. ‘He is one who can be happy while in pain, and quiet
through joy. He can listen to something unkind or cruel, and not
be hurt by it. He is one who has lost the power to wound, and
who has suffered until he has given himself for the good of others.

It takes great love to reach these conditions, and it is well that it
does as the efforts we make in giving that love, are the Guardians
that protect Universal Soul from curiosity, selfishness and the lower
qualities of our nature. If it were not so, then we would attain the
power that such Love brings, and we would use it in doing things
for our own glory and in taking the blessings from our brothers.

Universal Soul is the union of all individual souls. It is that
which makes us brother or sister to every one,—to all things. Itis
Love, but greater than that which we have before we pass the
Guardians.

When any one gnters Universal Soul, he comes face to face with
his individual soul, and sees himself as he is. He is conscious of
the fact that he is but a part of a great whole; he sees others as
parts with himself.

This makes it possible for him to see others as they are, and to be
to them what they need.

Jesus told of this when he said, ‘‘I am the Vine, ye are the
branches.”

The sap that is in one branch is like that which circulates through
the entire vine. It is none the less true because the branch may
not know it, but so long as the branch does not recognize itself as.
part of the vine, it can not send its message to other branches; or,
so long as it. does not recognize the other branches as parts of the
vine, like itself, it will not be able to “hear the messages they are
sending to it

It is only when the branch sees itself with all others as parts of
the entire vine, and knows that by the sap that flows through it, it
can come in touch with every other part, that it becomes able to
help another branch as that branch would help itself.

It is the same way with us. Until we reach the place where we
see ourselves and our brothers as branches of one vine—until we
know we are all one, with the same life within us all, we can not
really know each other’s hearts and help as we should.
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We can not yet estimate the strength that comes by uniting our
souls. ' :

" You may remember the story told in Joshua, of the city of
Jericho, when it was surrounded by the Children of Israel. The
Lord spoke to Joshua, and told him the people should compass the
city and go around about it once each day for six days. Seven
Priests, bearing seven trumpets of fam’s horns, should go before the
ark of the Lord. On the seventh day they should go about the city
seven times, and when the Priests blew a loud blast with the ram’s
horns the people should all shout with a great shout, and the wall
of the city would fall down flat, and the people shall ascend up,
every man straight before him.

There is a great lesson in this for us. It was the shouting
together that made the walls fall flat. Tt is unity of heart in
thoughts of love, that will banish the evil of the world.

We can only come into the knowledge of our Oneness by loving;
and, after reaching that condition, if we would be to others what
their souls need, we must continue sending on to them, as the sap
flows from branch to branch in the vine, or as the blood flows from
part to part in our bodies, an ever increasing flow, of Love.

(7o be continued.)

NoTe.—The song accompanying this lesson is called “Father of All.” See
“Episcopalian Hymn Book.”

TEMPLE CONVENTION NOTICE.

The Fourth Annual Convention of Temple Members will be held
on the 7th, 8th and gth of August, at the headquarters at Oceano,
California. There will be an assemblage of members on Saturday
evening, the 6th, and the program of meetings will be announced.
‘I'he first regular meeting of the Convention will be held Sunday
morning or afternoon, and afother meeting in the evening. There
will be accommodations for many of our members at the Halcyon
Hotel and Sanatorium, at half-rate prices, v7z., from 75 cents to
$1.00 per day. As the morning trains arrive at Oceano before day-
light, it is advisable to take trains which are due here in the after-
noon, if terms of tickets permit. A number of our members have
already notified us of their intention to be present at this Conven-
tion, and we ask that all those who expect to come will write us as
soon as possible, to that effect.

CHaAs. L. Harris, Temple Scribe.
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TEMPLE HOME ASSOCIATION NOTES.

The Halcyon Hotel and Sanatorium reports, that since it was
opened on the first of March last, guests have been constantly enter-
tained and cared for. At one period all of the rooms were occupied.
Patients from this vicinity are being received, and the outlook for
the Institution is very promising.

Harvesting is in process in California, Peas, potatoes, oats and
barley grown on the land of the Association are now being gathered
for storage or market. About thirty tons of oat hay will be
received from one piece of land rented to a neighbor. This hay in
winter is worth from $10 to $15 per ton. A good ‘‘stand’’ of sugar
beets is on the fifteen acres of beet land of the Association. Twenty
tons to the acre is the ctop expected from that land. They are
already sold to the Sugar Factory at Santa Maria at $4.50 per ton.
The cost for cultivating and caring for the crop per season is $20 an
acre, all done by contract with ‘‘Japs ”

The following suggestive poem seems appropriate for insertion in
this Department. The writer, Kenneth Sylvan Guthrie, in sending
the poem for insertion in THE ARTISAN, kindly adds in his letter:
“This poem is written as an invitation to people intending to make
spiritual attainment, to leave the world, and gather themselves
in places where attainment may be made, as you have done at
Oceano. May God prosper your work there.”” -

THE MOUNTAIN RETREATS.

Consumptives, leave Civilization’s pales,
Its stuffy rooms, its smoke, its dust, its grime,
Go where perpetual purity prevails,
Upon the mountain-tops’ serener clime.

No other place will soon be left to you;
The virgin forests’ depths no more exist,
The swamps are drained to flow the deserts through,
Mountains alone defilement:can resist.

Here shall the heaven-born snow forever shine,
Here naught can hide the midnight skies’ expaunse,
Here may ye drink unmixed ozonic wine,
And heal decay within by temperance.

Here Moses and Elijah keep their trvst,
And here in Horeb’s Cave God's Voice is heard;
Snow-manna falls to keep the Eucharist;
Here Moses wrote the tabled Ten-fold Word.

Come often to this Mountainous Retreat,
Here shall ye find the promise of fresh Truth:
The rising sun here earliest may ye greet,
Aud in the stellar motions read all truth.

KENNETH SYLVAN GUTHRIE, s
Editor Prophet, Lamott, Pa.
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TEMPLE ACTIVITIES AND NOTICES.

The attention of our members is called to the Convention Notice
in this issue, and we trust that all who can, will arrange to attend,
aud that all who can will do so in the spirit of service and devotion,
giving freely the forces of love and consecration to the cause which
the Temple organization represents.

* * *

Members, or friends of the work, in coming to Oceano, can render
an important service to the Centre by arranging their route over the
Southern Pacific Railroad. Therefore, it is requested, that when a
ticket is purchased for Oceano by any member or friend, the ticket
agent be requested to take note of the name, as well as the number,
form, class and routing of the ticket, in order that the information
may be furnished to the main office of the Southern Pacific Railroad
Company. _
. * * *

We have had the pleasure of visits from our sisters, Mrs. C. A.
Dobson, of Long Beach, Cal.,, and Miss Lillian F. Read, of
Dorchester, Mass. Our sister Mrs. Maritta Gerner and son, of
Lincoln, Neb,, and our brother Walter Lohrengel, of Honolulu,
H. T., are now sojourning with us, stopping at the Halcyon Hotel.

* * *

It is requested that in all cases of changes in address, SPECIAL
NOTICE be promptly sent to the Temple Scribe, by letter or postal
-card.

* * *

To THE ORDER OF THE 36: Part of the work of the examina-
tion of answers to questions recently sent to members of the Order
of the 36 has been kindly undertaken by some of the members of
the Executive Council living at a distance, as the Headquarters
staff have such a pressure of work upon them. All the help
possible will be gladly rendered.

* * N *

Yor Temple dues and Helping Hand contributions, make money
orders payable to Mrs. J. W. Kent, Treasurer. For Membership
Certificates and Investment Certificates in The Temple Home Asso-

ciation, and for all payments thereon, make money orders payable
to The Temple Home Association.

Cuas. L. Harris, Temple Scribe.
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FROM THE MOUNTAIN TOP.

Soul of my soul, do you hear it ? Listen! Do you hear the mad
music of clarion and flute, of fife and drum—the pounding on pave-
ment of marching steps—the cry ““To Arms!” through the city
streets—the bugle-call through by-way and lane ? Do you hear the
wild gallop of horses' hoofs, the shriek of the smitten, the dirges of
death?

Do you hear the mad revel of wine and song, the tripping and
sliding of dancing feet—the maniacal screams of frenzied men?
.Do you hear them, those echoes of hell on earth ?

Do you hear it, soul of my soul—hear the sweet song of the
Bird of Life, as it swells and soars, and pierces that loathsome
night, calling you, thrilling, saddening, yet gladdening you, inciting
to joy so near akin to pain—the ever growing mystery appalls
you! Do you hear it cleave the vibrant waves of hell’s domain, as
the arms of a strong man cleave the waters engulfing him, fleck-
ing with radiant light all hearts attuned to its low measure, as foam

from the ocean flecks the open face of day?
Al the waters of all the earths cannot drown it: all the fires of
all the hells cannot separate it from you.  You alone of all earth’s
myriad creatures can muffle that sweet song, can interpose a single
obstacle to its passage to and from the ears of your own heart.

THE CHILD OF MERCY.

‘““When God in his eternal councils conceived the thought of
man’s creation, he called to him the three ministers, Justice, Truth
and Mercy, who wait continually about his thromne, and said to
them: ‘Shall we make man?’ Justice replied, ‘O God, make him
not. He will trample upon thy laws.’” Truth made answer also,
‘O God, make him not. He will pollute thy sanctuaries.” But
Mercy, falling upon her knees, and looking up through her tears,
exclaimed: ‘O God, make him. I will watch over and protect him
through all the dark paths he may have to tread ° ‘Then God made
man, and said to him: ‘O man, thou art the child of mercy. Go,
.deal gently with thy brothers.”'—Quoted by Judge Chiltenden, of
Kentucky, in Charge to a Jury. .

Every tear of sympathy that talls from mortal eyes is a pearl rich-
_set in the snowy robe of the soul!—Zeleta.
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BREATH CULTURE.
TEMPLE TEACHINGS, OPEN SERIES, No. XXXIII

‘‘The child of the West must lie in the East Wind for a time and a half, ere
the Northern and Southern Giants can stand securely on his navel.”

The above aphorism meets the eye of the disciple upon entering
the portico of one of the Temples of the Mysteries in the far East.
In simple terms it means—the chela or disciple, symbolically the
man of the West, must place himself in a position to absorb the
teaching of the Initiate, symbolically the man of the East, and
follow that instruction long enough to permit the magnetic currents,
the Giants of North and South, to perform their full offices of
awakening ‘to action the hitherto unmanifested or dormant grey,
matter of the solar plexus. When the above mentioned giants can
stand,—that is, when the grey matter has become firm and active
enough to bear the pressure placed upon it, the chela is prepared
for another step in evolution. Part of the instruction noted above
refers to habitual correct breathing, and the aphorism mentioned is
peculiarly applicable to the people of the western hemisphere,
whether or not they be conscious chelas; for, in a great majority of
cases, the grey matter alluded to has scarcely begun to manifest in
the solar plexus, the Sun of the Body.

So little attention has been paid by the over-worked, over-
burdened or ignorant and neglectful parents of children in recent
ages, that cultivation of the breath centres has been largely left to
chance. Cultivation of muscle appears to be far more necessary to
the average man, while in truth over-cultivation of muscle, without
corresponding cultivation of the breath centres, is often injurious,
and frequently results in premature disease and death. In such
instances too great a pressure is placed on heart and lungs, and the
blood by which such pressure is induced is insufficiently oxygenated,
and therefore incapable of furnishing the necessary power of resist-
ance to the organs mentioned above, and suddenly the man or woman
falls to the ground, as may a tree struck by lightning.

I.must not be understood as advocating the use or abuse of the
instructions of different Eastern teachers now being publicly circu-
lated in many parts of America and Europe. While they may be
correct in theory and detail, they are utterly ruinous in practice,
because such teachers have not sufficiently considered, or have
ignored the fact that the people to whom they offer such instruction
are totally unprepared for it as a rule. In individual cases, some
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few good results may appear for a time, but it is to the children of
this and other generations to come, that we must look for complete
success in a single life-time. Adults as a rule have neither time,
patience, nor power of application sufficient to overcome the difficul-
ties in the way, though a beginning must be made in this or some
other incarnation; and, while the few simple rules I purpose giving
may seem inadequate to those who wish to grow more rapidly than
Nature has provided means for doing, they are all that are required,
if faithfully followed, to bring your children to a point where
instructions of greater moment may be imparted to them.

A careful study of the form and functions of the breath centres
is a first requisite, and any good modern text book of physiology
will supply a basis of understanding.

While the blood stream of a body is the comveyer of the life
principle, as that stream takes its way through arteries, veins,
capillaries, etc., to every minutest portion of the body, it is also
a sewerage system of wonderful ingenuity, and one to which the
authorities of large cities might well look for information.

The blood flows out from the left ventricle of the heart, a pure,
life giving stream, and returns from its journey through the body,
- laden with refuse matter, to the lungs,—the way-stations, —where

it comes into contact with the life energized oxygen, breathed into
‘the lungs, and by means of a process of combustion the carbonic
-acid gas which has been generated by such contact is liberated.
“The blood is thus cleansed or purified as by fire, and is ready to
~continue its journey back to its starting-point. As the necessary
oxygen is one of the gases contained in the air breathed into the
"dungs. the necessity for, and effect of correct breathing, is evident.
And, as everything in manifestation has its correspondence, its
pattern or simulacrum, in every other plane or state of matter, the
whole process of breathing, the air, the organs used, and the blood
. stream itself, have also their correspondences.
Within the molecules of air, exists an etheric energy, which is
“in turn supplied to the astral body of man at the same time and
.by similar methods to those used in supplying oxygen to the
‘blood, and by bringing into action the power of will, the process of
‘transmuting the astral substance into a still higher state of matter,
-and thus liberating the spirit, may be accomplished, when man has
learned that great secret. But for the present, we will confine our-
selves to the purely physical function of correct breathing.
If you will note the inaction of the breath centres of the average
child, or even the adult, when in deep thought, and take into con-
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sideration what I have said, you will in part realize the necessity
for some instruction to correct such inaction, which for the time
being robs the blood of the oxygen required for its purification.

You know something of the power of habit, and can readily
understand that if you form the habit of deep and rhythmic breath-
ing by means of conscious effort, the action will continue indefinitely,
whether you be conscious of it or not. Habitual deep breathing
will tend to develop the grey matter now dormant in the solar
plexus, and prepare the way for the advent and use of finer natural
torces. It is the inaction of this grey matter of the solar plexus
which renders some of the Yoga practices so dangerous to man; for,
by such practices, too great a pressure is placed upon the cerebrum,
cerebellum and nerves; whereas, if the solar plexus were fully
developed, and the grey matter abundant and active, such pressure
would be more evenly distributed throughout the body, and all
danger avoided. In order to produce harmony or health, a perfect
equilibrium must be established between the dominant chords or
organs of the body. The power of resistance is just as important
as the power of impact, and when the solar plexus is fully developed,
it generates the power of resistance to a greater degree than it can
be generated by the brain alone. Where there is a lack of this
power in any organ, the impact of the finer natural forces tends to
break up the molecules of matter composing that organ, and liberate
the life energy, which then escapes, and leaves the organ to gradual
decay and death. This is what occurs when too great a pressure is
placed on the brain. When the blood is perfectly oxygenated, and
ihe grey matter in the head and the solar plexus is fully developed,
there follows a gradual emplacement of the same kind of grey matter
in other organs of the body, and in time the whole body becomes
subject to every thought vibration; is, in fact, a thinking instrument
in every part. Its possibilities are increased ten-fold, and life be-
comes no longer a burden, but a great privilege and blessing.

1. ‘Teach your children to stand erect, first of all things.

2. Never permit them to dislocate the bones of their feet by
means of heels on their shoes. Let their bare feet rest on the
ground, if possible, some hours of every day, if you do not feel that
they can do so all the time.

3. Keep the thought of full, deep breathing continually in their
minds, by some simple device, some reminder.

4. Breathe in unison with them a few times each day, and see
that the breaths are deep enough to contract the muscles of the
abdomen. '
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5. Never breathe in unison with them when you or they are
disturbed or angry, and always keep the idea of harmony before
them.

6. Do not attempt to teach children physical exercises at the
same time you teach deep breathing.

By following these simple rules, you may keep your children in
perfect health, and provide them with bodies capable of withstand-
ing many of the fiercest trials of life, and at the same time prepare
them for instructions which will aid in attaining a much higher rate
of development than now obtains among the average races of the

earth. I:l:]

THE VOW OF POVERTY.

‘‘Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
_ “‘Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.”
Matthew v. 3 and 5.

When first the disciple is recognized, it is because his heart is.
vowed to Poverty. This alone constitutes his discipleship.

The mystic recognition is not had upon outward planes. Persons.
do not bestow nor receive it. The heart evolves it and the Law
accepts it. When the Vow is evolved, a bloom spreads over the
sphere; the heart has put forth its vital sap, soon to burgeon into
deeds which are its blossoms. This bloom is seen upon interior
planes, where the cloud of everliving witnesses hail the first
promise of man’s redemption. By this new vesture of the soul the
returning prodigal is seen, while he is yet far from his Father’s
house. A toilsome path is still before him, but his face is turned
toward his only home. Man has no abiding home in Nature, for
there he wanders desolate, in the intimate and dreary companion-
ship of his personal self-consciousness, which is but the dry husk
of Life.

Where outward recognition appears to be, the true is rarely pres-
ent. The two may go together, for reasons of outer work and
service, for the Divine require visible agents among men. Permis-
sion may be given to this one or to that one to take some pledge
which they so persistently offer, self-blinded, self-deceived; such
pledges are received at their real value, and not at the estimate of"
would-be disciples. Or the aspirant is permitted to look upon him-
self in the light of a disciple so far as ke can. Such offers have:
been accepted, such have been received, even though Treachery,
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Failure and Ambition are the grim guides of the self-deceived
acolyte. The Law of Compassion has written this truth upon every
atom in space——that man has a right to all that he can take from
the Spirit, and that Those who are One in that Spirit encourage
every effort made towards It. Karma, which permitted both the
making and hearing of man's demand, judges it by the light which
it emits, and provides a reply wholly just. External acceptance of
service, promise of aid in return for help given others, these cannot
commit the Law, and are not in themselves the mystic Recognition;
they are more often devoid of that enduring base. The disciple is
only received upon that plane from which his offer really proceeds,
and not upon that from which he thinks it proceeds.

Yet let us not imagine that the Lodge names actual agents, to
abandon them, or for temporary purposes. If we judge these agents
by our lesser lights, we do but confuse ourselves There will be but
one in visible authority at a time—the senior one; the others, if
there be others, are his junior brothers acting under him and with
him, for such is the evolutionary hiearchy, and Law provides for the
orderly reémergence of its servitors. ‘The juniors may fall away,
but not the senior, who #s senior because of this inability. This
does not mean that his soul is sinless while still human. - It means
that, whatever his oscillations, he has evolved in his sphere a
“holding centre’’ from which he cannot break away. He is never
more perfect than the age, the nation, and, above all. those with
whom he works admit of his being. When we are more perfect,
then we have more perfect helpers. The helper is always in advance
of those he leads; their greater attainment promotes his own.
There is no waste of energy in that centre of conservation called
the Lodge; this is why the perfect souls dwell not among us.
Hence the occult crime of uncovering the fault—if fault there be—
of the teacher or agent of this plane: it is in large part our own,
for we have not as yet made it possible for the pure and perfect to
dwell among us. We demand the greatest, and are not ourselves
the least. We judge not as the Perfect Ones judge What, then,
commands recognition ? Only the true Vow of Poverty.

What is that Vow? Is it not giving up all for Truth, or for
Peace, or for Mercy, as one sees these oneself, and abandoning all
other beatitudes of self indulgence in some favorite forms of virtue?
The truth we see is relative; in embracing it we oft embrace some
temperamental inclination of our own. Peace may be a false peace,
and the sword of lawful war the only mercy. Kindness to preferred
men and objects is that partiality which a Master has declared to be
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‘“one form of black-magic,” the magic of self. Humility is the
favorite wile of the elemental devil; and outward ambitions, burned
away, have root and substance upon interior planes of life,—aye,
and a firmer grasp there upon the struggling soul. These virtues
are still the possessions of the personal self; they constitute those
riches of the human mind which inhibit the entrance to the
kingdom. :

The Vow of Poverty is a power. It is the power to say, at each
instant, and to the Law: Thy will be done. The power to abandon
hopes, fears, plans, codes, thoughts. To see each moment dawn as
’twere the last, yet to live it as though it were eternal. To have no
rights, no wrongs, no mentfal possessions. To see all things, even
the innermost, appear and disappear as Life now forms and now
dissolves. To lay claim to nothing save to patience, and then to
abandon that for a supreme content. Careless of self-vindication,
careless even of justification for causes or persons with which one
is identified; ready to explain one’s self; equally ready to remain
unexplained. Amid a deep interior peace, to arise on outward
planes, sword in hand, for the defence of principles and the main-
tenance of justice to others. Without aggression, to defend most
earnestly; to strike home, when needed, to the heart of hypocrisies
and ambitions, waging war with every ally of material darkness,
and most of all with one’s own material mind; and all these, while
remote in spirit and calm in soul. On the outer plane there is no
real peace, but only a base compromise, with which the flaming
Christ-sword is forever at war. Not all who have taken the Vow
wear an aspect of external amiability. The mendicant is a stranger
to professions of sweetness and light; he neither rejects nor invites
sacrifice and pain. He blesses the Law when it gives and when it
takes. He takes hold and quits alike indifferently so far as himself
is concerned, and for his erring fellows grieves in silence, not with
that audible pity which is itself a form of self-complacency. Deep
within his soul he has found the Unconscious. He knows that It
possesses naught, because Itself is all. He strives to merge his
personal consciousness into the Great Deep. His ever-widening
mind becomes a breath, and embraces the universe; the Vow has
borne its harvest when it “‘inherits the earth,”’ which is the con-
quest of the personal thought, and at last for him the beatitude is
more mystically translated:

“Immortal are the votaries of the Breath: because theirs is the
Realm of the Over-World.” JasPrER NIEMAND.
—From ‘‘Theosophy,” Issue of April, 1890.
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EDITORIAL MIRROR.

The Temple is a fact in Nature, built on fundamental principles—
not on personalities.
r

The organization known as The Temple is the direct continuation
of the work inaugurated by the Great Lodge for this cycle in 187s.
The same Initiates and Masters of the Lodge are back of it, with
the additional protection of some Greater Ones whose help is neces-
sary because of the greater scope of the work, and the fact that the
Temple phase of the Lodge work must touch the very vitals of the
Beast, and rouse to fury forces that have lain dormant for thousands
of years. The very effort to regenerate and purify the slimy pool
of the world stirs the monstrous forms in that pool to vicious action
against the inpouring Light.

o~

The Agent of the Lodge for the Temple work was selected not
alone because of special fitness, but because of the eternal spiritual
tie with that Master of the Lodge whose cycle of work opened for
the world in 1898 —the time of the organizing of the Temple on the
outer plane. During the first two years, special and extraordinary
occult work had to be done with the one who was to be the Agent
of communication between the world and the Great Lodge. As a
result of that work, aided and made possible by the nearness and
help of another who was most closely and interiorly related, correla-
tion after correlation was made between the Agent and the Lodge,
culminating finally in an actual blending of the astral body with the:
Nirmanakaya body of the Master operating on the higher plane.
So was forged another Link with the Great White Lodge. The:
tremendous significance of this will be appreciated by the world of
the future—for the results to the humanity of this planet will be
great indeed. Coincident with the establishment of the Temple in
1898, cosmical forces of the highest order were directed from inner -
spheres by the Lodge into the world to prepare conditions in and
with humanity for the advent of the Avatar due within the next
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twenty-five years, These forces have been actively at work, and are
the cause of all the unrest, great changes and leavening now going
on in the world between men and nations.

o

What is this Link with the Ioodge? It is not a personality —not
a Soul in the ordinary sense. It is a Centre through which the
Inner Light of the Lodge may reach the world —a Centre of Imper-
sonal force, a mirrer reflecting back to the world or to those around
it just what images or forces they throw up to it, and as the higher
demands of Love and Brotherhood are made upon it, throwing out
with a free hand priceless treasures of wisdom and truth for the
nourishment of starving souls. It is this Centre of Light, this open-
ing in the great iron wall that shuts out humanity from the Lodge—
its Higher Self--not any personality—that the pledged members of
the Temple have sworn to uphold, protect and defend.

r

And if one thing is true in occultism, it is this—that no greater
merit can be won by the chela than the defense of his spiritual
Teacher or Master when such are attacked—for they are helpless to
defend themselves—because of what they are. Nothing can more -
quickly bring the realization of that spiritual resurrection and iden-
tification with the Father-fire of the hierarchal ray to which they

_belong.
o .

In 1889, after a series of crises and upheavals through which the
Esoteric School of which she was the Head had passed, H. P. B.
wrote at length to her members saying, among other important
‘things: ““Of the fact that no such large and ever growing body as
the Esoteric Section could remain without its traitors, open and
-secret, I have been aware from the beginning. I knew what I had
to expect, from the first day. I knew that the task I had undertaken
‘would lead to more obloquy and misrepresentation for me than ever;
that it was sure to create a large amount of bad feeling among the
members of the Exoteric body, which would finally be vented, in
particular, if not solely, upon myszlf. And all has come to pass as
I knew it would.”’ She then relates at some length how she had
been reproved by the Masters for violating the time-honored rules of
occultism for the government and instruction of disciples. She then
quotes from the Book of Precepts referred to by the Master: ‘“To
the earnest Disciple, his Teacher takes the place of Father and
Mother. For whereas they give him his body and its faculties, its
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life and casual form, the Teacher shows him how to develop the
inner faculties for the acquisition of the Eternal Wisdom.”” Again:
‘‘As the limbs defend the head and heart of the body they belong

to, so have the Disciples to defend the head and heart of the body
they belong to, from injury.”’
o,

It is interesting to recall that The Temple has passed more than
one severe crisis during the past seven years, and that it is now more
developed and vigorous than ever. Like every entity, it must have
its growing pains, its occasional fevers whereby it throws off effete
matter from its body. leaving it healthier, purer and stronger than
before. In spite of all opposing forces, The Temple has never fal-
tered in its mission of redeeming Humanity, and although the Great
Sifter is at work in the Temple, as in the world, never was there a
time when the Lodge Light shone so brightly as now through the
Centre established by the Masters of the Great White Brotherhood.

W. H. D.

CHILDREN'S DEPARTMENT

THE SONG OF LIFE.
Gemple Builders—Lesson 11.

A deep musical tone from a silver trumpet is calling the Temple
Builders together. It is in a grove the group is gathering. The
dew has just left the grass, for it is morning  The sun is but high
enough to take the chill from the air, while the breeze that blows
softly among the trees soothes the tired bodies and minds of many
among the number. Suddenly, though it is but early in the day,
the grove becomes light as at noon time. A feeling of greater
warmth passes over the group. causing all to cease from their play
or to rouse from their rest, while a hush falls upon them. The
light and warmth bring with them something that draws the atten-
tion of the group toward a point in the center of the grove, which
before has been vacant, but where now stand a man and a woman,
with a large harp between them.

Now the man sweeps his fingers over the strings of the harp. As
the strings quiver and the music floats out on the air among them,
‘gradually all draw nearer, the children first, then the grown people,
until they stand in a circle around the players, as though drawn
there by the strings of the harp which stirred the heart-strings
within them. It seems, as they listen, with hearts in tune with the
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player and the music, that all stand and breathe as one person.

The music ceases, and, after a silence, the woman tells how the
harp has been giving the story of the Builders as they are gathered
together. Each has come with love in his heart for all others.
They are tuned to the key of Love and Helpfulness as the harp had
been tuned for the Symphony of Life the man had been playing.
The children or flowers are notes and chords in the great Symphony
_ the Builders are forming, as much as each tone is a part of the
Symphony the harp had been singing. The delicate flowers, the
flights of the birds, the happy hearts of the children, are the light
tones of the Symphony; the trees and the older people are the bass
tones in the music.

The different forms of flowers, rocks, and even our own bodies,
are made by tones that are uttered by the soul itself, and by God in
His love and kindness. We see this in placing sand on a glass plate
and drawing a violin bow across it. If the tone be harmonious, the
sand will form curves and graceful figures, but if the tone be dis-
cordant, the sand will make crooked lines and irregular figures. So
it is with the Builders. If they would build beautiful Temples,
they must not only utter tones that are musical, but must think
thoughts of purity and do deeds of truth aund kindness.

During the playing of the harp and the words of the woman, the
strange light and warmth have continued. The Builders have been
so interested, so lost in the words and the music, they have thought
of nothing else but to give out the love from within them. They
have not noticed what the woman is now calling to their attention.

The light and warmth continue among them, but around them on
every side there has come darkness, storm and terror, with thunder-
ing, rain and lightning.

The woman quiets their fears by telling the old story of the
coming storm and the little bird that found shelter in the bosom of
one who stood at the window watching the storm clouds gather.
She tells how, as he sheltered the bird in his bosom, the words of
the hymn came to them; and she asks them to sing it now, while
the storm is raging about them.

Then from the grove there issue the strains of the harp, playing
_the tune of ‘‘Refuge,” the high, clear voice of the woman singing
and leading the people in, —

‘“‘Jesus, lover of my soul,
Let me to Thy bosom fly,

While the nearer waters roll,
While the tempest still is high;



THE TEMPLE ARTISAN, 45

Hide me, O my Savior, hide,
Till the storm of life be past;
Safe into the haven guide,
O, receive my soul at last.”

None can resist the music, the power of the singing. Voice after
voice join in the song, until all are singing, uttering the words or
the tones, and lifting up their hearts with the music.

When the harp first sent out the strains and the woman opened
the singing, there went out from the group into the storm, rays of
clear’ light, like rays from a star, which grew ever brighter and
stronger, and reached out farther and farther, as the others joined
in the singing, until finally its wonderful brilliance entirely lighted
the darkness.

* The hymn and the music close, and with them the storm and the
terror. Even the star is lost in the wide spreading circle of light.

A hush falls upon all. as they gaze with upturned faces. They
turn with a look of love toward the man and woman who stand
with hands outstretched in blessing over them.

Children silently place their hands in the strong hands of their
parents. The group begins to scatter, and all turn toward home,
in the silence, taking with them as they walk, the strength and
power of the light and the music and the love of the man and the
woman. The Love, the Light and the Music remain in the grove
in their glory, drawing people to it for strength and refreshment,
and sending them forth again to bestow its blessings upon others.

Nore.—The song accompanying this lesson is ‘‘Jesus, Lover of My Soul.””
Tune—‘'Refuge.”

Suggestions—Find the meanings of Symphony, its origin and best compos-
ers, Children should hear a good symphony by an orchestra, if possible, and
have practical applications drawn. Find points of interest in lives of com-
posers, and have children find them. Show how their struggles appear in
their music. Find the story of Beethoven and his Moonlight Sonata. It was
written to give pleasure to the blind child and helped Beethoven master his
trials, Find the Symphonies in Nature, in the heavens, the rocks, the
flowers, Read “Ethics of the Dust,”” by Ruskin. '

THE PHYSIOLOGICAL CELL, OCCULTLY CONSIDERED.
II.

We considered in our last essay the constitution of an ideal
physiological cell, and have found that it is entitled to a conscious-
ness of its own, and have tried to prove this comsciousness by
citing the behavior of the vampyrella in its pursuit of a spirogyra.
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(Both of these belong to the family of the amcebee, single-celled
forms of life of the simplest construction, and lowest in the scale of
organic manifestation, living in colonies, looking like jelly-spots,
the individual cells consisting of a homogeneous semi-fluidic sub-
stance or protoplasm in which nothing like an organization can be
detected even when aided by the microscope.) Let us now investi-
gate the life work of the cells in respect to the different functions
they perform in the building of the Temples of God, and in partic-
ular the greatest of all, the human organism or the Temple of
Solomon, as it is allegorically called in the Bible, the highest mani-
festation of physical forms, and to which all other forms aspire.

As the reproduction of the cell should engage our first attention,
in order to understand how tissues and organic forms in general are
built, we wlll study one of the simplest manifestations of cell-life
under the microscope. Let us take for an example a drop of that
simulacrum of jelly that covers damp stones, walls, etc., and let us
look for one of—say, for a palmaglcea (palma, the hand; glcea, glue),
one of those humble lives at the bottom of the scale in the evolution
of living forms. Aided by the microscope, we will find that this
drop consists of a multitude of green cells, each surrounded by a
gelatinous envelope. The individual cell, which does not seem to
have a dlstinct membranous envelope, is filled with granular matter
in the midst of which a nucleus may be distinguished when stained
with iodine. We will then observe that some of these, a little
larger than the rest, while under observation begin to present a sort
of hour glass contraction across the middle, completely cutting them
in two halves, continuing to do so, cell after cell, as fast as one can
count numbers, so that by and by a colony is formed. This process
of subdivision is quickly repeated until extensive areas are covered,
limited only by unfavorable conditions to their growth. To this

class belong the bacteria, bacilli, vibrioni, etc., some of them very
" malignant, seemingly the destroyers of forms that have become use-
less or unable to perform the life work to which the Good Law has
assigned them.

Somewhat more complicated and a little higher in the ladder of
life, are the monads of Ehrenberg—plant cells of about 1-30co of an
inch in d'ameter. ‘The mother-cells of this species divide into many
smaller cells, which finally, having reached maturity, break the
common sheltering shell, and gain their liberty, to repeat the same
process. ‘These monads abound in fresh water pools, forming
extensive colonies; and these colonies may be recognized with the
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naked eye, when a drop of the water containing them is held up to
the light.

This mode of direct cell division and multiplication becomes more
complicated, requiring two cells to accomplish reproduction. This
process is termed fertilization when applied to the vegetable king-
dom, and impregnation when applied to the animal kingdom.

The essential organs of reproduction of the vegetable or floral
kingdom are the stamens and the pistils. _

The stamens or anthers consist in the majority of one or two cells,
which at maturity open and yield the pollen, still smaller cells, the
fertilizing elements.

The pistils, the organs which are fertilized by the pollen, may be
commonly divided into three parts, namely, the ovary, the style and
the stigma.

The ovary being the organ that contains the ovules, cells in a cell,
the rudimentary seeds.

The stigma, the part upon which the pollen is deposited, and the
style, the intervening portion.

After fertilization of the mother-cell, the ovules contained in an
ovary or the common protecting cell, continue their growth until the
seed is matured. The seed, covered by a membrane or integument,
contains the nucleus or kernel, in which is folded up and embedded
in albuminous starchy matter, the embryo, the future plant.

The process of reproduction of the animal-cell and its growth to
maturity, is a much more complicated process, foreshadowed in the
reproduction of the vegetable cell. But enough has been said, as
the process is essentially the same. In our next essay we will

continue to study other functions of the cell.
B—, (M. D.).

JESUS TO ABGARUS.

The following letter and answer is said to have passed between
the King of Edessa and Jesus:—

“Abgarus. King of Edessa, to Jesus, the compassionate Savior,
who appeared in the flesh, in the neighborhood of Jerusalem, All
Hail! I have heard of thy exalted virtues, and of the wonderful
cures performed by thee without the use of medicines or herbs.
The report sayeth that Thou causeth the blind to see, the lame to
walk, and that Thou cleanseth the leprous. Thou casteth out
unclean spirits and those that are plagued with grievous diseases.
Thou healeth and Thou bringeth the dead to life. AsI heard those
reports concernng Thee, I formed two opinions: either that Thou
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are God descended from the heights of heaven, or that Thou are
the Son of God, from whom all these wonderful works proceed.
Therefore I write this unto Thee, fervently praying that Thou
wouldst undertake the trouble to heal me from the heavy sickness
by which I am punished. I am told that the Jews threaten Thee
with great evil, and resist Thee in anger. It is true, I have but a
small city, but it is well appointed and fortified and celebrated, so
that it will afford us everything needful.”

Thus wrote Abgarus.

The following answer was sent by Jesus to Abgarus, the King,
by the hands of Annanias, who was selected as a messenger:—

‘‘Abgarus, blessed art thou who hast not seen, yet believed on
me. It is written that those which see me, believe not on me, that
those who see me not may believe on me and be saved. As thou
writest to me, I must of necessity fulfil those things for which I was
sent intop the world. After I have accomplished all these things I
shall again be taken up to him who sent me. As soon as I have
ascended, I will send to you one of my disciples, who will heal you
of your painful disease, so that your life and the lives of yours may
be preserved.”

‘I haddeus was sent.

TEMPLE ACTIVITIES AND NOTICES.

By the time this issue of I'HE ARTISAN is on its way to our mem-
bers, the reetings of the Convention will be in progress. From
letters received, we expect a goodly gathering, some of our people
coming from distant parts. Some have already arrived, and will
remain for a part of their summer vacation. On Saturday, the 6th
inst., an informal meeting will be held in the reception rooms of the
Halcyon Hotel, when the program of meetings will be announced.
An account of the proceedings of the Convention will be given in
the next ARTISAN.

* * *

It will be encouraging to all to know that the membership of The
Temple has increased materially during the past year; also that the
present healthy condition of The Temple, and the real interest of its
members is evidenced by the fact that all the departments of the
work have been so well sustained financially during the past year.
Members should not, however, relax their efforts in any respect, as
there is greater work ahead than has yet been accomplished. It is
indeed a great privilege, open to all, to engage in carrying out the
great plans of the Lodge for aiding humanity in this Cycle, which
is no less than establishing a new order of life on this planet.

* * *

Our Brother and Sister, Mr. and Mrs. Evarts, of Santa Fe, New
Mexico, and our Brother, George Leitch, are sojourning with us,
at the Halcyon Hotel. Sister Jessie Howard, of Cincinnati, is
also with us, and may remain at Headquarters for some time.

CHas. L. Harr1s, Temple Scribe.
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HO! COMRADES!

Attune your heart to the great triune chord of Uni-
versal Life sounded by the Masters during our late
Convention,—the chord of Unity, Charity and Helpful-
ness,and see if you ecannot feel the pulsating wave
sent forth at that time for your comfort and help.

DO SOMETHING for some other needy soul, and the
return wave will bring your recompense. B. 8.

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS OF FIFTH CONVENTION
OF TEMPLE MEMBERS.

As on former occasions, the members arriving for the convention
assembled on Saturday evening for a little social time. All of the
visiting members stopped at the Halcyon Hotel, the parlors of which
.are convenient for social sessions. as well as for the holding of
meetings. It was a time for the renewal of old acquaintances and
for new acquaintances to be formed. Mrs. Kent rendered several
fine musical selections on the piano, and Mrs. Atkinson, a visiting
member from I.os Angeles, caused smiles and tears to chase each
- other in quick succession over the countenances of all present by her
most natural rendition of a number of readings from her repertoire
as an elocutionist. Light and simple refreshments were served just
before dispersing. All expressed themselves as having spent a most

- enjoyable evening.

The next day (Sunday), beginning at 2 p. M., the regular meeting
of the convention was held in the reception room of the Halcyon Ho-
tel. The meeting was conducted on the order of a regular Square
meeting, the four general officers of the Temple, Dr. Dower, Mrs.
F. A. La Due, Mrs. J. W. Kent, and C. L. Harris, who are also

" the officers of the Central Square, officiating. Dr. Dower presided.

After calling the meeting to order Dr. Dower asked all present to

meditate for a few minutes on ‘‘Our Unity with the Great Lodge,”’
- saying at the same time:

‘*Let us open our hearts as fully and freely as possible from with-
-in, that the inner forces may enter us, be transmitted and radiate
i from us into this meeting, and for the good of the work in which we
are engaged. And let us remember the words of the Great Master
~when we are meditating, *When two or three are gathered together

in my name there am I.” 7hkere is the Master of Love, of Life, of
Compassion, of Justice and of Truth. We are that in some degree,
or we are fothing, We must let those inner currents flow through
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our auric selves or we are nothing but a mass of matter vi-
brating on one of the lower planes, in one of the lower spheres of
life, where we can never hope to realize or attain our divine and nat-
ural birthright, our realization of our own Higher Self, our unity
with the LLodge and with the Masters, which is the end and aim of
all evolution, and to realize this unity is to realize our true place in
the status of the Lodge, in the economy of life.” )

After the meditation, a vocal solo, ‘‘Cleansing Fires,’’ was impress-
ively rendered by Mrs. J. W. Kent. The Temple Guard, Mrs. F.
A. La Due, then read the last instruction from the Master on *‘Di-
vine Love.’” Mr. C. L. Harris, Temple Scribe, then read his re-
port as follows:

REPORT OF THE TEMPLE SCRIBE.
To the Members of The Temple:

Since our last convention held in Syracuse, N. Y., in September,
1902, the Temple work has steadily progressed in all departments,
and our membership has increased veryconsiderably. Thisincrease
is the result of effort on the part of workers in the ‘Templeranks, and
of correspondece, and literature sent out from Headquarters, includ-
ing the distribution of sample copies of THE ARTISAN.

There are now twenty-four active Squares, seven of which were
established since last convention, viz: Decorah Square. Decorah, Ia.;
Etidorhpa Square, Prosser, Wash.; Elmhurst Square, Elmhurst,
111.; Golden Rule Square, Everett, Wash.; Rose Square, Home,
Wash.; Boston Square, Boston, Mass.; Fall River Square, Fall River,
Mass. Regular reports received show that the following Squares
are active: Central Square, Oceano, Cal.; Hiawatha Square, Syra-
cuse, N. Y.; Capitol Square, Washington, D. C.; Wm. Q. Judge
Square, Bridgeport, Conn ; Lincoln Square, Lincoln, Neb.; Rameses
Square, Denver, Col.; Brotherly Love Square, Philadelphia, Pa.;
Chicago ~quare. Chicago, Ill ; Cincinnati Square, Cincinnati, Ohio;
Esperanza Square, Los Angeles, Cal.; Ahmo-Mama Square, Hot
Springs, Ark.; Willammette Square, Salem, Ore.; Blue Star Square,
Portland, Ore.; Lotus Square, Green Bay, Wis ; Seattle Square,
Seattle, Wash.; Unity Square, Philadelphia, Pa ; Daya Square, Ev-
erett, Wash.; Decorah Square, Decorah; [a.; Etidorhpa Square,
Prosser, Wash.; Elmhurst Square, Elmhurst, 1lll.; Golden Rule
Square, Everett, Wash.; The Rose Square, Home, Wash.; Boston
Square, Boston, Mass.; Fall River Square, Fall River, Mass.

Since our Headquarters has been established here, the interest of
our members has increased and deepened; but we are all aware that
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a sifting process has been going on for some time, and that this is
preparatory to greater work and greater increase in the future.

CHas. L. Harris, Temple Scribe. '

Mrs. J. W. Kent, Temple Treasurer, then read her report, saying
at the same time in regard to the same:

The Treasurer’s report is of necessity from one standpoint, a plain
statement of facts, but from another it is far more than this

The Temple Treasury does not represent the outer business phase
of the movement (which is the Temple Home Association), but is
maintained in order to support the inner nucleus or heart. Re-
membering this and taking into consideration the genuine sacrifices
which have been made on the part of so many in sending contribu-
tions, it brings to our consciousness the forces of thankfulness, deep
heart sympathy, trust and confidence in the success of a work which
has for its foundation stone the loyal endeavors of its members.

It has been a great pleasure to answer the many letters of interest
and devotion which have been received, and a privilege to have any
charge of the department whatsoever.

In making this report it is my desire to bring into it a recognition
of Mrs. Mundy, and the interest and fidelity she has always held to-
ward the work in general and this department in particular, the suc-
cess of the department being largely due to her faithfulness.

Through her inability to be present at this centre this department

. has come under my care, and it is my hope that I may conduct it
with the faithfulness, devotion and obedience to the Master’s plans
that characterized her efforts in the cause, She is present with us
to-day in spirit, and it is right that she should haveé mention at this
time, .

We desire to offer most hearty thanks to the contributors of the
Helping Hand Fund. Through their efforts it has been made pos-
sible to carry on certain lines of the work which otherwise would
have been impossible. In this connection we desire to publicly
thank our sisters, Mrs. Steward and Mrs. Wilkins, for all their ef-
forts, in the past, in behalf of this fund.

We also offer thanks for all that has been done during the year,
and ask that the support of the work be continued with ever increas-
ing strength. that greater and broader progress be possible for the
best interest of each and all for the establishment of the Master’s
Kingdom upon earth as it is in Heaven.

Dr. W. H. Dower, the Official Head of The Temple, then read
his report and message to the Convention as follows:
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REPORT OF THE OFFICIAL HEAD.

This report will embrace Temple conditions and progress from the
time of the last regular convention held in Syracuse, N. Y., on the
15th of September, 19o2. Very important changes were imminent
in The Temple at that time, chief of which was, the changing of
Headquarters ta the Pacific Coast. The report of the proceedings
of that Convention was printed in THE ARTIsAN. Shortly after the
Conference a paper was sent to all members calling attention to the
necessity of changing the Headquarters to the Pacific Coast so as to
expedite and make possible the carrying out of the plans of the
Lodge from that point, in accordance with previous directions re-
ceived. In this same paper members were asked to contribute funds
for the erection of a Headquarters building. The response to this
on the part of members was most generous, and, as a result, a build-
ing fund was soon in hand that justified the erection of the Cottage
now used for nearly all Temple purposes. Several devoted members
from Los Angeles, who were artisans, contributed their services in
the building of this cottage, thus saving a considerable sum that oth-
erwise wonld have had to be expended for labor. As a result of
this, a better building was erected than would otherwise have
been possible. This building was ready for occupancy early in May
of 19c3. The Temple effects, consisting of books, papers and some
furniture, had been previously shipped from Syracuse, so that in
June, the Headquarters was furnished and occupied by some of the
officers. A prodigious amount of work, detail and otherwise, was
accomplished, during the following few months, so that all the
Temple machinery was soon in good running order and the
currents of force between the New Centre and all sections
of the Temple were soon firmly established. About the 1st of
November the Temple secured the efficient services of Miss Grimes,
as stenographer and typewriter, thus expediting the correspondence
and other phases of the work. In October, 1903, the membership
pledge was abolished, and a simple form of application substituted,
thus creating an Exoteric Section of the Temple. Pledges are still
in force in the inner degrees, however. The membership of the
Temple has increased materially during the last year, and although
there is a constant pruning of those members from the Temple Tree
who become, so to speak, dead wood,—who have shown no interest
in the work,—at the present time, the Temple lists show that the
membership is larger than at any time before in the history of the
work. This, however, is nothing in itself—for from an inner and
spiritual standpoint, it is not the numerical strength of an organiza-
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tion that counts, but the spiritual stamina of those who are aligned
to the higher forces. From this standpoint—three devoted members
who are alive with the forces of the Lodge can accomplish more than
a thousand who are indifferent.

We are now entering the seventh year of Temple Life, and itisan
occult law that the seventh year of endeavor in the life of a chela or
of a Lodge Order, is marked by a squaring of accounts, a process of
sifting, elimination, and purification. This begins on inner lines,
and works out exteriorly in exact correspondence. We may there-

" fore expect that the coming year will see many elements eliminated
from the ranks, that have failed to come up to the standard required

- by the Masters of the Lodge—who have failed in devotion and the
right attitude toward the work or the Heads of the work, or who
have been totally unable to catch the spirit of the Temple and the
forces of the Central Flame directed to them by the Master Watch-

“ers in the central Initiation Chamber of the Great Temple existing
at a certain place.

As a result of the transfer of Headquarters to this section, the
Outer work of the Lodge, known as the Temple Home Association,
has been organized, and while this is officially and legally distinct
from The Temple, yet we must recognize it as a part of the great
Temple Movement of this Cycle—for it is the entering wedge of force
that will usher in a new order ot things on this planet for Humanity,
—a fact that will be thoroughly demonstrated as time unfolds. Ev-
ery member should try to catch the genius of this outer work—and
if each one gives it proper thought, he will.be startled by the pos-
sibilities involved in it for the elevation of the races of the earth.
Every Temple member should endeavor to advance the cause of this
outer work as his or her circumstances and opportunities may permit.
There is no phase of the Lodge work of more importance—no phase
of the work that is nearer and dearer to the Master’s heart than the
accomplishment of the great end that this outer work makes for.

The report of the Temple Treasurer shows that the work has been

well supported, thus permitting good conditions to be established

here. Members should not relax their support, however, for a crit-
ical time is before us, and the mental, moral and financial support of
every member is as urgent as ever. Remember, in giving this sup-
port to the Centre, that it is given to the Lodge.

THE TEMPLE ARTISAN has also been well sustained, and now has
a circulation of nearly a thousand copies monthly.

Owing to the primitive conditions prevailing here, it was not
deemed wise to extend the Book Department, as so much energy
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was required in so many other most important directions. ‘This De-
partment is not carrying as many books in stock as formerly, but as
the work becomes better established, desirable books in line with the
work will be added, and it is expected that ultimately a publishing
department may grow out of the book business. A publishing de-
partment is one of the needs of the Centre, as all the printing is now
done in Oakland, which is expensive and inconvenient; but is the
best that can be done at the present time.

As has been the case ever since The Temple was maugurated the
forces of disintegration have been active within the ranks during the
past year, but the constructive forces also have been intensely ac-
tive, and the upbuilding has gone on steadily in spite of the most
terrible adverse forces set into operation to destroy the work. From
the vantage ground that it is my privilege to enjoy, I feel that I
can say conscientiously, in spite of the fact that hostile forces are
even at this time beating strongly against the work, that it never
was in better condition for carrying out with power the plans of the
Lodge entrusted to us. The material results accomplished should
show all that the work is going on along the iines laid down by the
Master Builder. Much more can be accomplished during the next
year if all will put their shoulders to the wheel, and help as oppor-
tunity will permit. As a result of the sifting that has taken place
during the past year, the officers in charge of the work know better
than ever upon whom they can rely for effective service. It may be
helpful to bear in mind that The Temple is a Lodge Centre on the
physical plane constantly reflecting the condition of Humanity back
to the Lodge. The action is to and fro, without and within.
Through that centre, forces are poured to help the world, and the
world throws into that centre its forces of evil and disintegration
which must be transmuted by the collective aura of The Temple,
into good. Thus it is a powerful dvnamic centre of generating and
regenerating force that has to do with the evolution of Humanity on
all the planes of its being.

(At this point, Dr. Dower elaborated somewhat the modus oper-
andi of this occult process).

There is no duty more important for all, than the earnest, devoted
allegiance of all members to the Heads of the Temple and the ap-
pointed officers. If any members feel that they cannot give this al-
legiance and corresponding confidence to those whom the Master has
selected as his intermediaries with the world, they should ge/ ouf of
the Organization at once, for they will only make of themselves ve-
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hicles for evil forces to pass through, and evoke reactionary forces
against themselves, that will take ages of endeavor and sacrifices to
overcome,

It is fitting here that I quote for the benefit of all, the five rulesin
the Book of Precepts referred to by H. P. B., in her Teachings to
the Esoteric School, of which she was the Head. The Master had
called her attention to these rules, when adverse forces were working

-in the E. S. referred to. They are as follows: —

‘‘1. To the earnest Disciple his Teacher takes the place of Father
and Mother. For, whereas they give him his body and its facul-
ties, its life and casual form, the Teacher shows him how to devel-
ope the inner faculties for the acquisition of the Eternal Wisdom.

“2.  To the Disciple each Fellow-Disciple becomes a Brother and
Sister, a portion of himself, for his interests and aspiraticns are
theirs, his welfare interwoven with theirs, his progress helped or hin-
dered by their intelligence, morality, and behavior through the inti-
macy brought about by their co-discipleship.

“3. A co-disciple or associate cannot backslide or fall out of line
without affecting those who stand firm, through the sympathetic tie
between themselves, and the psychical currents between them and
their Teacher.

“4. Woe to the deserter, woe also to all who help to bring his
soul to the point where desertion first presents itself before his mind’s
eye as the lesser of two evils. Gold in the crucible is he who stands
the melting heat of trial, and lets only the dross be burnt out of his’
heart; accursed by karmic action will find himself he who throws
dross into the melting point of discipleship for the debasement of his
fellow pupil. As the members to the body, so are disciples to each
other, and to the Head and Heart which teach and nourish them
‘with the life-stream of Truth.

“5.  As the limbs defend the head and the heart of the body they
belong to, so have the Disciples to defend the head and the heart of
‘the Body they belong to from injury.”

A word about the Teachings. Those who study them with an
open mind and with heart attuned to the unselfish desire for Truth,
will find in them as they go on, the Key to the whole Science and
philosophy of Occultism. In these teachings, hidden often by the
ore of necessary words, lie the deepest secrets of life, but it is only
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