


























































124 SWEDENBORG'S SPIRITUAL DIARY. 

impression) was not true (genuinum). The state, therefore., is which oocurs 
when affection as the principle of knowledges ceases, and those knowledges yet 
remain. From perception I then learned also that such is the bird of pearl. 

3876. By a tacit speech I spake with them, (saying), that affections of corres­
ponding could be infused into the knowledges of true faith ; that 
thought might excite affections ; but this holds especially in regard to cupidities 
which are excited by thought. But when there are affections of true faith, then 
they are infused by the Lord into the knowledges of true faith and vivified; but 
they then become like another bird of good quality, but of a darker color. It 
thence appeared that it signified the inhabitants of Mars, those, namely, who 
now begin by degree to decline from a state of integrity, as they call it, and yet 
think themselves to be the Lord ; with whom perception no longer remains. 
1748, 6 Nov. 

1 Concerning Dreanu. 

8877. During the night I dreamt, and when I awoke I spake with two who 
(appeared) in the dream, who acknowledged that they were the ones; and 
afterwards with a certain angelic spirit into whom, when in the stateeof sleep, 
something was apperceived to flow from the Lord, which he also confessed. It 
thence appeared that dreams are of a two-fold kind; one flows in from spirits, 
who act (the part of) the persons that are seen in the dreams, and precisely as 
the dreaming appearance is; the other kind, of which we have spoken before, 
consists of things introduced by those who are in front above, and by others, 
which are usually representations, and though persons are in like mam1er intro­
duced, yet they are merely representations of them. A third kind is from the 
Lord mediately or immediately through heaven. 1748, 6 Nov. 

Cot1Uming a State of PIOU. 

3878. There was a certain one above my head, that spake with me. From 
the sound I perceived that he who spake with me was in a state of sleep, and 
yet as if not in sleep. He inquired respecting this and that altogether like those . 
who are broad awake, and with such prudence that one awake could not have 
discovered more, so that there was nothing indicating sleep except the sound 
alone. I perceived that good interior angels spake through him, and he in that 
state perceived and produced (what they suggested). I asked him concerning 
the state, telling what kind of state he appeared to be in, and that he spake 
nothing else but what was good and true, and that he perceived whe.ther there 
W88 anything different (from the good and true) which he would not admit or 
utter; thus that he was in 'the state of one who was awake ; but because in a 
state of sleep be said that that was a state of peace. His delight thence arising I 
perceived from the fact of being myself in a similar state of love, for I am free 
from all solicitude and care respecting the future. Thus they are enabled to 
render (important) uses. 1748, 6 Nov. 

Concerning an Idea Mt intelligible; also concerning the Bird, and the In· 
hahitants of Mari. 

8879. When I spake with him who was in the state of peace, concerning 
whom I now perceive that aucb have reference to the longitudinal aint11 in the 
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LARGER DIARY-PART Il. 125 

brain-for it lies between the two hemispheres of the brain, where it is also in a 
quiet state, caring nothing how the hemispheres of the brain may be in commo­
tion, for it is wholly intermediate (between them)-

3880. -then there were spirits who insinuated themselves especially towards 
the front part of the head, so that he was compelled to retire. Although he 
really remained, yet he retired to one side, that he might give them room, in 
order that I might perceive who and what they were; he said also that he re­
tired. These spirits acted as a gentle stream, and that for a considerable time, 
nor-did I {distinctly) perceive anything; they undulated very gently, thus speak­
ing among themselves, but neither the spirits that were arotmd me, nor I myself, 
understood what they said to each other. 

3881. From the angels, through spirits, I Was instructed that they were the in­
habitants of Mars, who so spake with each other, that no spirit could understand 
them. They informed me that they have such a speech among themselves that 
no spirit can understand it, wherefore when they are unwilling that others 
should perceive what they say, they then discourse together in this manner, and 
others, when they do not perceive its meaning withdraw. But I wondered that 
such a speech should be given, for every kind of speech involves ideas, without 
which I had not supposed that any speech was given. They replied that in 
that speech ideas were formed in a certain manner, which (however) were un­
intelligible to others ; wherefore they then take care that there shall be nothing 
of affection {in it); if there is anything of affection, others would thence imme­
diately perceive its meaning. They spake therefore from ideas thus formed 
w'ithout affection. [: I now perceive that this is a habit which is not good, for 
to speak without affection is also the bird of pearl ; as when there is no affection, 
t\lere is no life, although there seems to be life, and thus the bird can even fly, 
for a bird signifies thought, and a bird of pearl thought without affection. I per­
ceive also that the inhabitants of Mars have induced such a speech upon them­
selves, because they are in thoughts and have receded from affection, in which 
they were at first, so that they speak alike, that is, from thought, not from af. 
fection, which is the bird of pearl :]. 

3882. I was instructed by them also in the quality of those ideas, namely, that 
inasmuch as they speak by the lips, that is, by the extremely various folds of 
the lips, it is thus perfectly well known to them wh;; are in such speech, as they 
see the diversities of the foldings and forms in the lips, as also their minutest 
motions, with the appliances of the tongue, particularly its tip, all which, numer­
ous as they are, concur (to the effect), and which cannot be known to the in­
habitants of our earth. They have thence (i.e. from the earth and its objects) 
formed tO themselves ideas, and only while they are thinking do they represent 
such forms, whether simple or more and more compound, [: which may appear 
from the speech of words, wherein are such simple and variously compounded 
forms; ~ccording to which the tongue, the palate, the nostrils, the lips, accom­
modate themselves:]; but the forms of the !nhabitants of Mars are still more 
subtle, because their speech is that of the lips, and much fuller than the speech 
of words. There are artificial forms of this kind {which they use) as often as 
they present their ideas, and then when they speak they exercise the greatest 
caution lest there should be (in it) any idea of thought, which they try skilfully 
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126 SWEDENBORG'S SPIRITUAL DIARY. 

to remove, so that it might be a mere representation of such things, without any 
idea of thought, from which others would immediately understand them. 

3883. They take care, therefo~. that there shall be no mani!est idea of thought, 
which they know how to snatch away from others and thus to secrete. Such a 
speech was also previously perceived by me as given by means of representations 
only, namely of the principles of the brain, and their organic forms. I perceived 
also that I could speak through such (representations), so that others would not 
understand, and did actually speak with 'flngelic spirits, when other spirits said 
that they dicl not understand. But this takes place when ideas are abstracted 
clom forms, consequently it was only occasionally that I wns permitted thus to 
speak; afterwards it was not granted; but when I spoke it was by a speech of 
represMtations with ideas, and thns intelligibly to others. The spirits of Mars 
said that they took precautions also lest there should be any aifection present, 
as other spirits might thence know what they thought or what they said. Hence 
also it appears that snch is the bird of pearl, especially when (the thing) comes 
into U8e and habit. 

8884. When they tht1S spake among themselves it was insinwted into me 
that I should think concerning shame-whether the spirits of our earth were 
such tltat they would be affected with shame, when they infest other spirits. I 
then became conscio11s of shame, (thinking) that it would be well that they 
should not be infested. When I thoaght this, the spirits of Mars acknowledged 
that this was what they were speaking of among themselves in their own 
speech, which they supposed could be understood by no one; wherefore they 
wondered whenoe it was that it was detected, to whom it was said that it W88 

even understood by the angels, and thus insinuated into my thought. 
3885. Afterwards the spirits of Mars flowed in, from a higher place, into my 

face by a sensible influx like a most thin striated shower, saying that it WM in 
this manner that they speak with the inhabitants of their earth. But it was 
given to say that this influx was external, and thus that they could not fiow into 
the ideas of the inhabitants. It wo.s, however, given to know that their speech 
was sim'tlar to the former-but the former general (speech)-that is to say, that 
they in like manner !Orm to themsel-res a speech. from the variations of the face, 
which they there ideally represent among themselves, for where there is a par_. 
ticular there is a corresponding general, thus there is a general of that speech. 

3886. Whether they thus fiow into the inhabitants of (their) earth I do not yet 
certainly know. If they do, it is not well, for it is then into the outward face, 
nnd not by ideas, which can only happen to those who are in. bare knowledges 
without affection; or whether it is signified that of those who are such that the 
internals pass into the externals, thus that lty externals there is oommunication 
with spirits, (l do not know). 1748, 6 Nov. 

'3887. Such speech involves in it that it is not sinoere, for those who are sincere 
wish that whatever they think others should know it, even the ~versal heaven. 
But when they are in suoh a s~h they contract the habit of speaking of 
others, and of judging conoerning them, thus preferring themselves to them; 
for such a speech, especially among spirits, involves this. This is eaid in the 
presence of those who are such. 

3888. They who are in knowledges, and thus withdrawn from affections, so 
that they lead as from themselves, as was perceived through me, without a per-
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ception that should enable them to know whether it is of the Lord, have refer. 
ence to the interior membrane of the cranium, to which is adjoined the outer 
pericranium. But when they begin to use such a speech and are delighted with 
it, they begin to have relation to that membrane of (the same organ) which is 
turned towards the bones of the cranium, into which (bones) it hardens, for the 
bones thence derive their existence. The reason of this is, that they thus lose 
also the life of knowledges, which constitutes the outermost surfaces, for when 
they are delighted with such ideas formed from themselves, they then begin t; 
speak evil of others, and well of themselves, thus despising otht!rs and exalting 
themselves, which life begins to be cartilaginous, and afterwards bony. When 
they suppose that no other one can understand their speech, they are at length 
drawn onwards even to speaking ill of heaven and perhaps of the Lord; thus 
their celestial life is successively turned into no life. • 

3889. It was given to compare their speech with the speech of diviners on this 
earth. who speak with their fingers, or otherwise with tbe inverted words of those 
who laugh whe~ they are serious, 1748, 6 Nov. It is given to add that in order 
that they may not be understood by others, they abstract the ideas of thought 
from others, thus imperceptibly from themselves. As to affections, they abstract 
them also ; what then remains, as being external, like that of the words of our 
earth, in which if there are not ideas, there is nothing of life, it becomes from 
custom, especially when they begin to be delighted with such speech, such a 
matter of habit, that they conclude from (mere) forms, and thus have barely ex­
ternal ideas, scarcely such as properly pertain to spirits. Hence arises the bony 
(.qui;i.lity of the speech), which is indicative of the want of life. This is said to 
them. 

Conurning Dippel. 

3890. Dippel spake with me and I asked him what had been his belief res· 
pecting spirits. He said he had believed that the spirit lived indeed after death, 
but that it lived an obscure kind of life. He observed that he could not believe 
otherwise, because if life is abstracted from the body, that which should remain 
would be obscure. He could not well but think thus, inasmuch as he had 
placed life in the life of the body, though he acknowledged a spirit, of which, 
however, he had no other idea than of that of a larva. Inasmuch as he then 
lived in such an obscure life, it was said to him that (the spirit) was in fact in 
the highest light, in the highest intelligence, in wisdom and in felicity, or in the 
highest delights arising from the affections of good. 1748, 6 Nov. He confirm­
ed his opinion while in the life of the body from his seeing that brutes also 
have life almost like men, and because he acknowledged a spirit as a something 
superadded to man above the brutes, but still a something which was obscure; 
his idea did not penetrate more interiorly. 

3891. As Dippel was indignant that I should promulgate these things, I spake 
with him and asked him who understood the most-he who knows many falsi­
ties, or he who knows a little truth ? He could not otherwise reply than that he 
who possessed a little truth (knows the most). He then wished to reason con­
cerning the Grand Man, that he flows into human bodies; wherefore he was 
asked how he understood it, that thought, which is spiritual, should move the 
muscles of the whole face [:and now that it should control all the organs or 
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